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F'urns, his birth celebrated at Dumfri.i% IL 
277. Anniversary at Edintmrgh, 284. 

Burdett*s Sir Francis, motion on Parliamen- 
tary reform, I. 221. Lord Srd* 

mouth. II. 578. 

Burton, William, trial of, for wilful murder, 
11. 65. Mysterious, 66- Guilty, 69. 
Sentenced to die. ib. ^ 

Bijxttfr;'8 Mr, weak defence of the brewers, 
I. 96. Speech on the criminal laws, 1. 
175. 

Buri:^ey, Dr, peculiarities of, II. 289. 

C. 

Calder, Sir Robert, biographical account of,* 
I. 302. Birth, ib. Enters tbe:Navy, ib. 
Advancement in the, ib. Is knighted, ib. 
Becomes Admiral of the White, ib. Ac- 
tion with the French and Spanish squa- 
drons, 305. Capture of two ships, ib. 
Trial by court-martial, ib. Appointed 
Port A^irai at Portsmouth, ift. Death. 
ib. , 

Calcraft, Mr, on the subject suppressing 
the Naval Asylum, I. 82. Speech on the 
contij^^t fior the loan, 95. On the finan- 
ces, fo9. 

Caledonian Horticultural Society, proceed* 

* ings of, 11. 218. 

‘ Calvert's Mr, speech reprobating the pro- 
posed taxes, 1. 96‘. 

Cambridge, Charles, £aq. an official dis- 
patch from, detailing particulars attendant 
on the melancholy death of the Duke of 
Ricbmoi?d, II. 389. 

^Camden, Marquis of, appointed to supply tlTe 
vacancy in the council, occasioned by Lord 

^ Ellenburbugh's deahi, X. 18. 

Canning, Mr, bis speech on the Windsor es- 
tablisliment, and the^^oposed grant to'tlie 
Duke of York, I. 24. On ibk unance re- 
solutions, I. '67. On the subject ol the 
bank, 126. Animadverts on Mr Tier- 
ney's proposal, J12S. Speech in opposi- 
tion to Sir James Mackintosh, 218. 

Carlisle, Richard, trial oL for blasphemous 

* libel, II. 15. Guilty, 49. Trial of, for 

publishing Palmer's Principles of Nature, 
ib. Guilty, SI. "''d imprisoned, 

V ib. 

Castlereagh's, speech at the opening of 

* Parliament,! I. 18. ftMotion on Win^M^r 
establishment, I. 25. ^S^otion for bringing 
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up the report on, 31. Motion* fur the ap- 
pointment of a committee of finance, I. 

' Reply CO Mr Tierney, 54. Opposes 
Mr Tierney** motion oti the bank restric- 
tion, 1^. Motion 4'or inquiring; into the 
state or gaols, 164. Reply to Mr Tier- 
ney oi^ the state of the nation, 203. K^- 

' to Sir Chanles Monck on the question 
3 occupation of Parga, 208. Lays on 
-^the table of the House of Commons, docu- 
ments rel^|iivetu the internal state of theig 
country, 25Tr^’*Moiion for preventmg se- 
ditious mectiligs, 232. Reply to L«d J. 

Russell on the subject of parliamentary ‘re- 
form, 245. 

Catholic claims, '^'petitions for and against, I. 

183. Motion on, lost in both llouses^of 
Parliament, 192. 

Catholics, the .largest and most tespectable 
meeting of, that ener took place in Ireland, . 

Tl. 285. 

Ceylon, war in the Kandyan country, II. 

279. * 

Cbancellor*s, Lord, speech in opposition to 
the catholic claims, i. 192. Approves of 
the bill for abolishing trial by wager of 
battle, 20(). Moves the second reading of 
the bill to prevent delay in cases tif misde- 
meanour, 2S03. ^ 

Chancery, suitors in, IL 516. 

Child, remarkable incident concerning a, II. 

319: # % 

Christie v. Jones, in the Court of Common 
Pleas, II. 124. 

Cleckson, Joseph, shot in a riot at North 
Shields, IL 385. 

Clark, Frances, trial of, for child murder, II. 

75. Guilty, 78, 

Clement, James, and Drake, John, trial for 
murder, IT. 52. Acquitted, 60. 

Clement, William, proceedings against, for 
publishing two alleged libels contained in 
Cobbetfs Political Register,” ’kD 184. 

—189. 

Cler}c*6, Sir George, remarks at the County * 
meeliii«§^£dinburgk» 11. 598. 

Cobbett ana^Sir F. Burdett, singular corre- 
Bpdndence between, 1 1. 264- 
Cocks, Honourable J. S., moves the address 
• in the House *of Commons on* the re-as- 
sembling of Parliament, I. 230. 

Cockburn, Sir G., his reply to Mr F- Puu- 
glas, I. 85, * 

CoiFee and cocoa, proposed tax on, 1. 48. Army, I, 

ColIingWQod, L'KJlMi|«Mteinpt to assassinate, J ulotion, IT Speech on the hnaneia! 

11.554. sql^sMiinJ 10, On the foreign eniiiunriit 

Colyear, Hon. B., letter of,>giving an ac- biS, 210. “* 

^ count of the ItaU a brigantS, II. 287. • Deaths, list of, rt. 528. ^ • 


Commercial Report, 11 231. Total real 
and declared value of the exported manu- 
k fac^ires of lie united kingdom, 255. 
^'otal and official value of forcjc*) and 
commercial merchandise* exports from 
I Great Britain, 234. Total value of all 
articles imported, t6. Bullion, the prices 
of, 234. • ^ 

Constantinople, execution of State criminals 
at, II. i02. 

Convention (jf Royal Burghs, meeting of 
1 1. 535. • • 

Corrigan, 'Thomas, trial for the mufderof 
James Ilol^at Rochdale, 11. 93. Guilty 
. of manslaughter, 96. • • « 

Coro the stale of, IL 229. Exten-^ 

sive deprcdaiion in, 379. 

Copenhagen, pqj^ecution of the Jews at, II. « 

9 *^ 0 . • 

Comet, French account of, II. 535. 

Comets, calculations with regard^©, I#.* 
384. 

Copyright met, II. 290. 

Corsica, election of deputies fur, II. 589. 
Court of Session, appointments in, II. 529. 
Courtois, Mr, the miser, ai.^rh of, IX* 269.’ 
Account of, i7>. 

Creadie, Alexander, a man 105 years old, 
recollections of, II. 394. 

C||«pigriy*8, Sir W. D., motion for inquiry 
into the practicability of Mr Owen’s plan 
fur ameliorating the condition of the lower 
orders, I. 246. 

Croker’s, Jlr, reply *to Mr Hume, I. 84. 

* Speech on the catAoUc fclaims, 189. 

Cimauai lavts, genefai observations on the, 
state tif, I. 157. The attenuon of Par- 
liament drawn to it, 1 60. 

Crowley, John, and others, trial for a bur- 
glary* II. 91. Not ^Ity. 95. 

Cuinana,*the siege of, 11.* 584. 

Cur wen, Mr, Ids speech on the proposed 
grant of L. 10,000 to bis Royal Highness 
the Duke of York, as custos ^'penonaft 1, 
31 . 

, • D. 

% 

Danish government negociates v4oan with 
some merchants of Humburg|liri]. 27?. 
Dates, ^igular cuincidepjcj; wf, 11. 
Davie^lvhiunehSIts speech on the Army estip 
mates, I. 7^* On the expences of th^ 
A^my, I. On the Army supply, I. 76. 
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Dikturbftncci rn th« manufacturing districts* 
remarlcs'on, f, 225. ‘Brcy .ght before Par- 
liament* 252. Disturbed distric^i, II. 
558. Disturbances et Gloftgovr, 581. i 

DonoiicHmore, 'Dord* his motion relative to ** 
the Cdthoiics* I. 192. 

Douglas* Mr F.. his (Speech recoin nnending 
the abolition of thev odice of J.he two Lay 
.Lords of the Admiralty, I. 85. 

Duel, • a murderous one in America, II. 
295. Duels at Gibraltar, 514. 

Dtindp, Lord Chief- Baron, biographical ac- 
count of, I. 506. Birth. 1 ^. Eniers as 
advpcate,' id. Ki^, id. Public and pri- 
vate character, 3b7. Death, id. Eulogy, 

• id. 

Dunfermline, re internicnt of the bcdy of 
King Ilobeit Brufe at^ If 595. 

E. 

* '* * - 

Karthquak«. aliockof, felt at Rome, II. 504. 

East Jndiek' state of, I. 298. "Admirable 
policy of the Marquis of Hastings, id. 
Consolidation of the British power in, id. 
Setoo, the cbfePof the Pindarries, devour- 
ed by a tiger, id. Expedition against the 
pirates of the Persian Gulf, 298. 

Ecclesiastical Court, Doctors Commons, 
curious case pending in, respecting paU ’it 
coffins, II. 302. * 

Eden, John, Wolfe, James, and Wolfe, 
George, trial t»f, for t^e murder of Isabella 
Young, II. 83a Eden and <J. Wolfe 
guilty, 91. G. Wolfe ai'q«)itted, id, 

■Edinburgh, Musical festival at, II. 386. 
Meeting oY the County Gentlemen of, for 
the purpose of voting an address to the 
Prince Regent on the present statp of the 
country, Jl. 59 /. Rising state of the U- 
nivert>iiy of, 515. 

Egypt, geographical discoveries in, hyLieut.- , 
Colonel Piizclarence, I. 347. 

Elteohorough, the late I.ord, his will proved 
in Doctors Commons, 11. .275.* 

EUice, Mr, his nfotion on the subject of the 
.Bank restriciioq- I. 146. 

Etna, Mount, terrible eruption of, II. S18, 
Exchequeff^i^he Chancellor of rhe, bis r.jply to 
Mr Tierney, I. 42. Motion on tae finan- 
Opp'8isc:^dSir J. Ne ajport^-wnend- 
y menf, 70.* Plan for the year% expenditure, 
J. 87, Reply t!b Mr Ricaulo, 105.^ Re- 
ply to Mr Tierney, on bis i^iou re.^sgect-- 
<lng the. state of .the circulam;^inedium, ' 
122. ‘‘Motion on the eXpediefftJrBf the re- 
sumption of cash paymt’pis, 125, Reply 


to Mr Tierney on the affairs of the Hank, 
137. 

Excise duties, bill respecting ihe, before Par- 
liament, 1. 100.* 


Finances, state of the, I. 36. Financi^I'ar- 
rangements, 42. Sinking fund, 4^ A 
mount of the proposed taxes, 45. Army 
1 estimates, 70, Navy estiiTV'/K^i 81. Ord • 
nan*® estimates, 8.5. Budget, 87. Ex- 
cisf duties bill, 100. Army extnaor^ina- 
fi^. tO'2. Sinking fund loan bill, 10.5. 
Sir II. ParneU’s financiafv>''bolutions ne- 
gatived, 111. ,j 

Fine Arts, II. 252. 

Fitzclarence, Lieut.-Colonel, his journey ^ 
overland from India, I. 530. 

Pitzwiliiaro, Earl, disnrissed from his situa- 
tion of Lord Lieutenant of the West Ri- 
ding of Yorkshire, II. 389, 

Fortigii enlistment, debates with regard to» 
in Parliament, I. 209. 

Forces, military, of India, an account of, H. 
504. 

Foster, Mr Leslie, bis speech on the Catholic 
quebticin, 1. 190. 

Francis; Sir Philip, his will proved, II. 285. 
Fraud, punishment of, II. 280. 

France^ debt of, I. 65. Sinking fund of, ib. 
StaU* of parties i£, 250. Meeting of the 
legislative Body, 258. Resolutions oir 
the law of elections in the Chamber of 
Peers, 258. Debate on, id. carried, 
261. Presented to the Chamber of De- 
puties, id. . Rejected, 265. Laws relative 
to the Press, id. Debates on, id. Pass- 
ed in both Chambers, 266. The Budget, 
id. State of the Finances, 267, State of 
parties fit the close of the session, 269- 
Disturbances at Nisroes, id. New Minis- 
try bi'ganized, II. ^^65. Fortresses to b“ 
put in a state of defence, 295. 

Fuald^s, a second trial relative to the assas- 
sination of, II. 276'. *' 

B. 

Galvanism, I. 535. Remarkable galvanic 
. phenomena, 11. 281. 

Game laws, persons in custody ,fpr offences 
against, II. 287. 

Geographical discoveftK lu Africa, 1.345, 
Persia, 347, .Egypt, 55Q. New Holland, 
552. f . 
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OermtMYf deliberations of the dfet, I. 278* 
•Geperal state of affairs, 280. Assassina- 
*. tion of Kotzebue, 281. ^Congress of Carls* 
bad, *^IlesoUjtions of the diet, ib, 

Gibb, Jalpes, trial of,* for stabbing with in- 
tent to jnurdcr, 11.60. Guilty, 62. S^- 
tenceif to death, ib. 

GefN^ls, singular fact of some of the French 
' ^revOTtaionary, II. 284. 

Geologi^l Society, proceedings of, 11. 215. 
Giarve, G. Peter, Archbishop^ 

of %Jerusalcn^ arrfwss^at Oxford, Ifla 293. 
Oljject of his journey, 1 ^)^. Success, lb 7 . 
Glasgow, meeting of* weavers at, II. 1:^0. 
Reform mOSt^ing at, 3'X9. Disturbances 
at, 381* • 

Goulburn, Mr, his speech in reply to Mrif, 
n P. Grant, on the Army establishment, I. 
79. Reply to Mr Hume, 80. 

Gourgaud, General,* resides at Plaroburgb, ‘ 

n. 279. : 

Grain, the prices of, 11. 229. 

Grampound, Barnstaple and Penryn, \or^* 
ruption and bribery |^roved against, in the 
House of Commons, I. 221. 

Grant, Mr J. P. his speech on the Army es- 
tablishment of the country, I. 79. Sug- 
gests means for reducing the btlVdens of 
the country^ I. 94. Descants oiTlhe ex- 
portation of gold, 1. 47. 

Grattan, Mr, his motion relative to the Catho- 
lic claims, I. 185. • 

Greenfell, Mr, his speech in reply to Mr. 
Yansittart, I. 91. 

Grey, Earl, his speech on the Catholic ques- 
tion, I. 195. Speech at the re-assembling 
of Parliament, 229. Opposes Lord Sid- 
moutb’s bill for curbing the licentiousness 
of the press, 292. 

Grenville, Lord, bis speech on the state of 
the country, I. 236. * 

H. 

Hostings.^lri^arquis oT,^iis admirable policy 
in the govA’nment of India, I. 298 . 
Harrowby, Lord, his motion on the Bank 
• restriction, I, h34. • 

Hamburgh, trade of, II. 2^9. 

Hamiltott, Lord A. his speech relative to 
Aberdeen, 1.250. Motion respectin^the 
petitions from the Royal Burghs of Scot- 
land, 253. M 9 ti 4 y^on the new Jury Court 
bill. 254. Briiigs up the Report of the 
Committee on the Hoyal But'gbs, 255. *' 


Moves for the re-appofntment of the Com- 
mittee, 256.% ' 

I Hamilton, the Dti|ce orf, . bis subscription to 
^ the Manchester suffererS|| 11. 384. Let* 

* ter to the Committee, ib* 

* Hesse-Darmstadt, disturbances in* I* 286. 

Allayed, 287. ^ 

Highland Society of <i6cotland, proc^dings 
of; IJ. 219. 

Hoax on \he foreign virtuosi, resident in 
the “ Eternal City,*’ IJ, 289. 

Hoax, Philosophical, ll. 290, ^ 

Hobhou^^e, Mr J. Cam, committed to New- 
gate fur litrel and breach of jrrtvilege, L 
* 24 fi. Circumstances attending tlTe arrest , 
of, iri»405. 

the publisher of his ftlstdfy^ 

of the Hund.€d Days at Paris, condemn-* 
*€*1 by the Court of Assize, II, 389. * 

Holland, Lord, his speech on the cash pa^-* 
meius bill, I. 155. — On the natpstC'of pyu- 
nishment, 161. f 

tTie Ex- King of, lives in retirement 

at Rome, d 1. 289. His sister's splendoPr, 
ib* ' 

Hope, Sir A. his motion dh The Windsor es- 
tablishment, 1 31. Reply to Mr Beiidet, 
75. 

Ilcwible circumbtancc, II. 276. 

Hme, Henry, the notorious, addresses'a lat- 
te? to the Commander-in- Chief, II, 277. 
Conduct at the SmithHeld meeting, 339.-— 
At Manchester, 369. 

^ — Johnston, Moorehouse and others, 

* confined on a charge of high treason, 97D. 
Hume,[]QfXr, bis speech on the Army cttimutes, * 

I. 72. On the Staff, 80. 

Hunslet Moor, meeting on, II. 921. 
JIuskisspn, Mr, bis spe^h on t^e financeib 
L 65. On the malt fal, 97. 
Hyposuipnurous acid, and its combination^ 

1. *335. Formation of hyposulphitt tji 
lime. 336. — Of potash, i5.— -Of soda, ib* 

— Of ammonia. 337.— Of barytes, 

Of strontfan, ib. — » Of magn^a, t6.J— 
Of lead, ib. — Of silver,* ib. — Of mer- 

* 338.— Discovery hyposolphurip 

aciOj^ ib. 


•Jamaica, n curiduiTcomest Oetween the Housed 
of Assembly jpnd the Chief- Justk# of, lip 

if can d’A ngdC Count Regnault de Bt. deatB 
* andjfftiaracRr of^JT. 289. 
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Jtfws persecution of the, at Copenhagen, 11. 

583. f 

Jewels, the King’s, discovered, TI. 27d. 
Insolvent debtoiv' act, I. 201. 

India House, court of proprietort held on 
the late militfiry affairs in, II, 279. 
Thanks voted to the Mf^rquis of Hastings 
ib. Terrible earthtjuake at Kutch in Iru 
‘dia,p^25. 

Improvements, IL 259- Southwark bridge 
opened to the public, ib. Wire bridge 
ihrotvn over the river Kelvin,* a&. Propo- 
sed National Monjiment of Scotland, ib. 
Meh^i bridge, 2Q3. New Bridewell, Glas- 
gow, ib. donations to the College Mu- 
seum Edinburgh, 261. Project for erect- 
ing buildings on the Earthen Mound, Ed- 
ipburgh, 261. StStements by Mr Owen, 
ib. Glasgow and Carlisle road, Brirfge 
rover the Esk founded. 262. Caledonian 

InBrmary, iloyal, discussion at 9 court of 
contributors to, JI. 272. 
fohmon, J., Drummond. S, antf Bagueley, 
J., trial of, foi^sedition, 1 1. 5. Gmlty, 5. 
rohn.son, Robert, report relative to the exe- 
cution of, II. 277. 

[tterberg, Count, the heir of the Ex-King 
of Sweden, his arrival in Edinburgh, >1. 
401. “ 

K. 

• 

!iol«ehue, Auguslvs vJn, liiogra'phical ac- 
count of, 1.307. Early indications of 
genius, 508. Sent to the college Jena, 
ib. Progress in learning, ib. Applies to 
the study of law, ib. Private secretary to 
General Eaur, ii Marriage, ik Ap- 
pointed pre.sident''of Revel, ih. Death of 
.Ills wife, ib. Superintendent of the Im- 
perial Theatre of Vienna, *3^09. Return to 
Russia, ib. Arrested and sent to Siberia, 
ib. Leaves Russia on Alexander’s ac- 
cession, ib. Named 1i Ru&sian counsellor 
of state, ih. Leaves Russia, ib. Accre- 
dited political reporter to the Russian ^"o- 
vernmcn(.t6. Assassinated, ib. L^ayes 
fourteen cmldren, ib. Character of, De- 
td^s^ *he ass’^ssi nation of, 1 1, 

Moriiz'vonT traVJs-fJulJUgl'? Per- 

* sia, 1. 348. / 

[ing, the .state of the. 11. 280^nd 29.5s 
jnjoch, George, of Kinloch, ttSi of. fo!*se- ^ 
(lltion. ill. 405. Is ontlnwPfl 
pearsnee, ib. ' * * 


L. 

Lansdown, Marquis of, speech at the open- 
ing of Parliament, I. 9. Motion respect- 
ing the Slate of the country, 23(J, 

Landlord, Tales of my, commurJeacion re- 
specting, 11. £89. ’ 

Lamb, the Hon. G. elected member a. I*a>- 
liament for Westminster, I. 28'.. Riot 
occasioned thereby^ tb. 

Laudr^ale, his 8pe»«h on tfee opening of 
Pj^diament, I. '/3, Opposes Lord • Har- 
rtAvby’s motion on tlie subject of the Bank, ’ 
h 1S5. . 

Leeds, discovery of a human being at, in- 
farceraicd in chains in the house of his 
parents fifteen years, 1 1, 406. 

Libel, trials for, II. 6. Private, 15. Blas- 
phemous, 1 .5. “ 

Light and heat, T. 334. 

Literary intelligence, II. 243. France, ib. 
Sp’kin, 246. Germany, 247. Prussia, 249. 
Sweden, 250. Denmark, ib. Italy, tb. 
Greece, 251. 

Liverpool, Earl of, speech at the opening of 
Parliament, I. 11, Bill for vesting the 
care ol the King’s person in his Royal 
High'ne«!s the Duke of York, 1 7. Speech 
on the Ear) of Harrowby’s motion respect- 
ing the Bank, 155. Opinion on the in- 
create of crimes. >‘61. 

Riots at, II. 526. 

Lists of new publications, 1 1, 497. Births, 
517. Marriages, 521. Deaths, 528. 

Long, Mr C. his reply to Sir H. Parnell, in 
the debate on his financial resolutions, I. 
107. 

Louis 1 6th, the anniversary of his death ce- 
lebrated at St Dennis, 11. 276, 

Lees, coroner’s inquest on, H. 583, 


M. 

Maberly, Mr, his speech on tfao^ subject of 
the Bank, I. 124. 

Macdonald’s, Mr, speech at the opening of 
Parliamert, I. 14. 

Mackintosh, Sir James, motion fur certain 
returns of forgeries on the Bank of Eng- 
land, I. 161. Motion on the criminal laws, 
164. Speech on the question of neutrality, 
21.3. 

Vlacglashan v. the Dufeof Aihnll, II, 161. 

IVIacgregor, General, ht» defeat by the Spa- 
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Tiiards II* 3^8. Fai’s in ami^her expedi* 

^ tion, 40^. 

"'JMalt tax, I. 4T. , 

Manvers moves *lbe address in the 

llou'<e‘ of Lords oft the re assembling of# 
Parliaj|ient, 1. i>S»9. • 

Manchtfkter, training to a great extent prac- 
^Ijaed at, II. 55G. . Reform meeting at, 

. '<n^ers#>d by a military force, II. 561. 
Partr^lar?. with regard to the stale of, 365. 
Sir F.\*^*»rd5;ii's letter on the proceeding# 


cute 8 prisoner with hh own hand, 1. 303. 
A furious enemy to the Catholic religion, 
i6. • General "view of his history of the 
•Irish rebellion, ih, II is death, ib. 
Mysterious occurrence, IL%20, 


NationT the statpjjfthe, I. 203. • 

Navy esiimatts, I?*irt. Ships buihling and 
ordered t» be built, lit 401. 

Newport, Sir John, his speech on the finances, 

I. 69. Oj[i the mak-tax, 93.* 

New Holland, geogra|ihK;al dist^veates in, by 
M'r Qxley, 1. 35t.'. 

Newslead Abbey, 11.303, Notices of Lord 
Byron, 3044» , • 

^wfoundland, a destructive fire at St Jolin*s, 

I I. 560. 

New publication*:, list of, II. 497.^^ • * 

Nismes, disturbances at, II. Two of 

the as<(t)ssins of the Protestants at, found 


yaifliPt^Iative 

3ff9. Meeting at*^York in rewd to, 
382. “ 1* 

Martin’s, Sir^if. B., motion in opposition to Sir . 

II. ParncU, on the finances, I. 100. 
Marquis D’Aoust v, Elmore, II. 119, 1«24. 
Maura, Santa, insurrection in, II. 399. 
Marriages, 11. .521. * 

Meadley, George •Wilson, biographical ac- 
count of; I. 312. Unitarian in principle, 
ib. Biographerof Dr Paley, tb. Writes 
the life of Mrs Jebb, 543. Publisl^a the 


Navy estimates, L^t. Ships buihling and 

f T f* .rx. ” 


memoirs of Algi>rnon Sidney, ib. Death 
and character, ib. * 

Mellihh, Mr, replies to Mr Grenfvll. 1. 93. 
Meyer, Kinnear, Mosely and others, pro- 
ceedings against, in the King’s flench, for 
extensive'eonspiracy, 11. 137. *• 

Medical report, 1 1. 2,35. Treatment of in- 
sanity, ib. Prevalence of scarltifiiia epi- 
demically in Londnii and its vicigity, ib. 
Small-pox prevalent in Edinburgh, 2.36. 
Antidotes to puibons, ib. Various diseases, 
237. •. 

Moore, Thomas, E q, serious calamity be- 
falls, II. 329. 

MounuCharles, Lord, his speech in favour 
of the Catholic question. 1. 192, 

M(»nck, Sir Charles, his motion relative to 
Parga, L 204. ^ 

Mountains, the height of the Himalaya, *1. 
3<fD. . '• • 


guilty at the nssizes at Iliom, 11.401. 

Nofbury, Lord, his address at, the Mullingar 
assizes to the grand jarjr, on the $tate of 
England and Ireland, II. 354, 

Norcort, Colonel, abandons Maegregor, and 
exposes him, 11. 406, 

Ifforth Shields, riots among the keelmen^ 1 C. 
«85. 

• • 

O’Neil, Miss, married* to William Wrlzoii 
Becher, M. P. 11. 405. 

Oldham, inquest on the hody*of Lees at, I f, 
383. Set aside by a decision of the Court 
of JCing’s Bench, 1 1. 401. 

Osborne. Thomas, tritk of, lof*wilful murder,* 
IL 62. Not guilty, 65. 

Onseley, Sir Willia.*!, his travel# in Persia, 
1. 348- 


.Monge, Gaspard. biographical notice of, J. 

•3c32. Matliema'ical talents, ib. Created 
Frerfeh, mini*.t^r5^f marine, ib. Plans the 
.Polytefhnic school, ib. Appointment*:* 
travels and discoverie-, 3.33. Created Count 
I’elusfa, t4. Expelled the ^French Insti- 
tute on the otidicatton of Napoleon, ib. 
Depression and death uccasioued thereby, 
ib. Character, ib. • , 

Monroe, Janies, President of the United 
States, an account of, II. 278. - 

Musgrave, Sir ktl^^ard, biographical accoijfm 
of, 1. 303. A member of the Irish Par- 
liament, ib. Is knighted, tb. By ibe^ de- 
campment oil the hangman is obliged to cxe- 


Owen, Mr, moti»>n in J^arliament re#pilrting 
his plan for ameliorating the condition of 
the lower ordeis,. I.* 246. Meeting at 
• London on the same^subjHct, II, 341. 


Palmer, JerfitT, liiogrtwilijcal, acc.uiiif of'^T; 
^03. Aversion to ^le ekriiMl profesiuon, 

* 304.* Jj^nt to London to procure an act of 
Parlyjllmmt for the protection of tij# firstf 
tiriVfM.;at B*th, ib. Uetiirns wiih a pst<'nt 

• ron^ring •?h© title of Theatre Royal. //>, , 
Plwf for ^mprovigg tommunicatiun be» 
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tt!in*en diflTerent parts of the country, ti. 
Memorial'to the Lords6f Treasury, ¥6. Suc- 
cess of ilia scheme. lA. Rile of the apnual 
revenue under his management, i6. At- 
tempts to depriU him of the reward of bia 
labours, tft. He appeals to Parlian.ens 
£S>05. Resolution of, in his favour, td. 
ftepresents his native cfty in Parliament, 
tA. Rihe of his family, td. His death, 30o. 

^Palmeraton, liord, moves th^^^rmy estimates, 
I. 70. Replies to the speeches of several 
members, 75. Speech on the M wy supply, 
77 . • 

Parnell^ reply to Sir Hi, 107. * 

Parliameri, 'Opened^ by commission, I. 7. 
Prince Regent’s speech, id, -Address 
moved in both Houses. 8. Death of the 
' Queen deplored, id, , AddrtjiS agreed to iii 
both Houses, 16. Bill for vesting the cu^i 
^ tody of the King’s person in his Royal 
^ Kigha^S the Duke of York, 17. De- 
bate on DL^d Holland’s motion, id. The 
bill ordereo to be reported, id, ^'Message 
from the Prince Regent, 18. Address of 
thanks to the Prince Regent moved and 
ageeed to» id, Windsor establishment, 23, 
J^rd CasUereagh’s motion, 23. Debates 
of), id* Motion carried, SI. Report 
brought up, id. Discussion on the proposed 
grant to the Duke of York, id. Motidlt 
that L. 10,000 be granted to his Royal 
Highness the Duke of York as custos 
persona: carried, 34. Motion relative to 
the expences of the Windsor e^iablish- 
ment, id, , Lost, id\ Bill on the Windsor 
establishment passed lii the Hous« of 
Lords, 35. Motion in tlie House of Com- 
mons for the appointment of a committee of 
iBnance, id. Debate on, f6> Carried, 42. 
Cofntnittee dt finanh, 43* Finance reso* 
Jutions carried, 69. Reportof the committee 
brought up, ib, 1st and 2d resolutions 
passed unanimously, ib. Sir J. Newport’s 
motion on the thir^. id. negatived. Army 
estimates, 70. Debate on, tb. Agreed to, 
76. Report of the rommittee of supply 
brought up, id, ^Nnvy estimates, 8L 
Ordnance estimates, 85. Plan for carry^ 
Sng the resK^tions for the year’s expert* 
ture*in(o 87. Motion for Rising 
dut^ds, ^y»)o- 

C^yna respecting, /AgreedhCoj' 100. Ap- 
pointment of a coiwittee on the ejcjac 
duties bill, id, Sufhs voted in tlh commit^ 

^ teec.of supply, 101. . Report of com- 
mittee of^ays and means brpughldp; i 02. 
Report received, rd. Siiiki'J^g fulM^ loan 
bill passes through |he commhtces|*105. 


Sir H. Porncirs motion. 105. Debate on 
hisfinauctal resolutions, negatived without 
a division, 111. Bank restriction, l]d„ 
Mr Tierney’s motion relaiiye to ihecircu- 
^ lating medium, 122< Mr VaFisittayt’a a- 
f mendment, 123. Debate on, id. fAmcnd- 
dient carried, 130. Bill for re^i^aining 
the issue of gold for notes ^jiider L.5, d*’'* 
ring the present session of Pari iajff slit, 
ISO. Passed into a law, l.Sl. Report of 
^ the secret commiitee on t he afb d s of the 
Ban^/ ought up, 13J, "SSrfoT Harrotyby 
iayajpu the tabh "of the I-Icn.se of, P.eers 
thefeportof the secret committee of the 
Lqrds appointed for the 8aty«e purpose, 
LSI. Earl of Ifarrowby’s motion, 134. 
C(^rried, 136. Mr Peel’s motion on the 
subjectof the Bank in the Ilou'^e of Com- 
mons, in g committee of the whole House, 
id. Debate on, 146. - Resolutions car- 
ried, id. Bill founded on the resolutions 
passed, id. Petition of the Coino^on Coun- 
cil of London presented to both Houses, 
praying for a revision of the penal code, 

160. Motion for certain returns of 
forgeries on the Bank of England^ 

161. Agreed to,, 162. l^etition from 
the Soch'iy of Friends wub regard to 
the crb*")nal law, id. Motion in the 
House of Lords on the reported state of 
gaols, prisons and crimes in the united 
kingdom, i6. Agreed to, 164. Motion 
in the House of Commons for a commit- 
tee of inquiry into the state of prisons and 
the prevention of crime, id. Agreed to, id. 
Motion for a select committee to consi- 
der so much of the criminal law os or- 
dained capital punishment, id. Discus- 
sion on, 175. Motion carried against Mi. 
nislers, JS2. Report of the committee 
presented, .'d. Laid on the table, id, Mr 
Grattan’s motion on the Catholic claims, 
IS.^l. M.>tion lost, 192. Lord Donovgh- 
more’s motion on, in the House of Lords, 
id. Discussion on, id. Negatived, 199. 
Bill for abrogating the l^stact brought in- 
to the Lords, id* Thrown out, id. Bill 
to abolish trial by wager of battle, brought 
into both Houses, 200. Motjon ^ith re- 
spect to insolvent debtors passed in both 
Houses, id. Bill for amending the bank- 
ruptcy^ laws, 201. Motion on the poor 
laws, 202. Motion on the state of the na- 
tion, 203. Negatived, 204. Motion on 

<ilie cession of Parga, Foreign inr 

mtment bill, 209. Passed in both Houses, 
220. Charitable 'foundations bill, id. 
I^assed, id, Sir F. BurdetCs motions on 
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• 

roforni, ffSl. I-»ost, Sexsio* dofi«d by 
a speech frum the throne delivered by ilie 

• Vridce'ftrettent, 222. Prorogued till the 
24th Augt y n ext. f6. *Re-abseinblcs 22d 
November, 22^ PWnce Regent’H speech, 
iO. Adclress moved in the House of Lords, 
229. ^Carried, 250. Address moved rti 
t^^House of Gommons. 251. Carried, rX 
R^ort on the address brought up and o- 
greedTto, ib. Bills to curb the licentious* 
ness ofV*he press, &c. ib. Motion in the ^ 
House of Commo.'s^fur preventin|9^diti- 
ou87nyetitlgsVv^ Moui^ns in both lH^sea 
on*tbe state of the country, 235. N^^a- 

tived, 256. ^ Bill for prohibiting trainiug 
read a seccyid time in the Lords, 237. 
Bill for preventing delay in cases of mis- 
demeanour, 238. Bill for restraining 
blasphemous libel, 239. Search for arms 
bill .passed by th£ Lords, tb. By the 
Commons,: 242. Motion on Parliamen- 
tary reforin, 243. Bill for preventing 
blasphemous libel passed in the Loads. 
242. Misdemeanour and traverse bill 
passed, 243. Motfbn on Mr Owen’s 
plan, 246. Negatived, 249. The dis- 
franchisement of Grampound, 249. Mo- 
tion on the burgh of Aberdeen, 2 JO. De- 
bates on, ib. Negatived, 253. I&iil for 
regulating the mode of accounting in Scot, 
land, ib. Motion for referring thc^ peti* 
tion of the Royal Burj^s of Scotland^to a 
committee, 253. Carried, 254, Report 
on, brought up, 255. Connmiitee re-ap- ^ 
pointed, ib, 

.Parliamentary reform, remarks on, I. 22Q. 

Sir F. Burden’s motion on, 221. Lord 
J. Russell’s ditto, 243. 

— — — papers, 1 1. 409. Income of 
the united kingdom, ib. Excise duties, 


portion the subject of weights and mea- 
sures, 493. ^ • • 

Parga, •motion in Parliament respecting the 
Clfssion of, to the Turks, I. 206. 

•Parnell, Sir R.bis finance re^luttons,!. 109. 
qPark, Mungn, his death placed beyond a 
doubt, fl. 305. 

Parisian statistics, ll. ^07. 

Peel, Mr, his speech on the proposed grand 
to the^Djuke gf-york. 1, 50. On the sub-’ 


ject of the B^k reaming cash payments, 

I. 136. • 

Peers, the creation of fifty new, in France, 

II. 286. , * 

Peru, state of, I. 205. 

Pei, a ca);|^ured Negro, trial of, for the mur- 
der of Zougobra at Sierra Leone, IL 111, 
Guiliy, ib. Rardone^, 118. * 

Petti^grew, a surgeon, proceedings against* Ibr 
want of skill, II, 126. 

Persia, geographical discoveries 
W. Ouseicy, 1. 347. 

Persian Aittbassador and the fair Circassian 


their arrival in England, 1L305. Regent^ 
levee for giving audience to, 515. DfOid' 
and appearance, ib. Presents from 
King of Persia to the Prince Regent, 5 Ilk 
Playfair, Professor, biographical account 
I. 316. Progress in learning, ib. Fro* 
direction for mathematics, ib. Presented 


himself, at eighteen years of age, os a can* 
didate for the mathematical chair in 'tb« 
Marischall College, Aberdeen, ib. Appoint* 
ment to father’s, living, 317. Resigns, 

* ib. Elected joint profei^or of nvatheoia* 
tics in the University of Edinburgh, 318. • 
Succeeds Professor Robison id the chair 
of natural philosophy, ib. Remaiks on 
his writings, ib. Geological inquiries and 
tour, il. Return andeJIafb, Fe}ioJ<^ 


410. Net produce of the revenue, 411. tous chafacter of, by Mr Jeffrey, ib. 

Income and charge on the consolidated * Poetry, original, I. 357. The League of the 
fund in quarters endmg 5ih Apn>1^19, Alps, ib. Notes on, 564, The Festal 
412. Net produce of the revenue in tlio Hour, 265. Alpine Soi|g, 268. 
years 1817, 1818, 1819,413. The pro- Poland, policy of the Rml^ian government 
duce of the exciauvdiities in the years of, I. 288. Hatred Polee to, t5, 

1818 and I819, 415. Net produce of the ^J^igration, t5. T ^ m 

revenue in the years 1818, 1819, ib. Con- Prime Minister, pariic^rs*of the degradatr 
solidated fund. 417. Excise duties con* tioh'lf^lbe Chinese, ^1. 282. ^ 

* tinned, 420. Monies paid into* the Ex- Pro8ecut||l^ and miyellaneou^' casea, If, 

chequer of Great Britain, 421. Funded 119, ^ i 

debt, 422. Report of the secret commit- ^Protheroe, Mr,4ii8 speech \n the committe# '^ 
tee on the state of the Bank, 427. Second of wa^s and means, I. 95. , 

report on ditto, 447. Report on the cri- l^uss^, sta.te j/, 28.3. FanaiicLm of th« 
minal laws, 470. **^j^port of the comods- / people, t5.jjilKing violates bis promises, ib 0 ^ 
sion appointed for inquiring into the mode I* Rigoro6lirWeasur|B, 264. Ariqy, F|v 
of preventing the forget y of bank-notes, naufbs, ibjT 2 
d82. Report on the poor laws, 487. Re« 
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INDEX, 


Public Revenue of the United Sutis, IT. 

278. 

Q. 


Quakers, a petition from, presented to Par. 
liament for the amelioration of jhe crimi. 
nal laws, 1. 162. , 

Queen, the will of the, proved, tfl. 271. 
^^uack Doctor, the trial of, 11. 296. 

. R. 


Religious .Intelligence, II. 2.'78. British 
and fore,ign Bi^le Society, ’t6. One or- 
gani^d at Paris, 259. State of Bil)le 
cieties in various parts of the florid, ib. 

» Works wholly or nearly completed duri.ng • 
the year, ib, GAieral Assembly of the 
Scottish church, 241. * ‘ 

* IJichmond, the late Duke of, particulars at- 
tenS^irpn his death, II. 589. 

Ricardo, Mr, his remarks on the sinking 
fund, I. 105. Speech on the measure of 
rtsutniog cash payments, 151. 

Ridley, Sir M. W. motion on the naval sup- 
ply, I. 85. 

Riots at Liverpool, II. 526. Paisley, 381. 
Glasgow, ib. North Shields, 385. 

Robinson, Mr F. his speech on the pr<^no- 
aed grant to the Duke of York, 1. ^2, 
Speech on the foreign enlistment bill, ^19, 

Royal assent given to the bilk for preventing 
XTiilitary training, 249. To seizure of arms 
bill, ib. To the bill 'for restratning blas >4 
pbemottsand seditious libeU, 249. To the* 
newspapef duty bill, ib. t. 

Royal Society of London, proceedings of, II. 
190. 

Ina*^‘tute pf France, proceedings of, • 

11. 197. ' , 

Rome, attack of the Baron RumoUr’s house 
by brigands, 11. 537. * 

Russell, Lord John, his motion on Parlia- 


mentary reforar^^ 1. 245. 


Salton, Lord, seconds the address in^ the 
^ouse'Bf Lords, I.fe. 

6anj^n^ *^'** - “'* of Jb^^Any, II. 

aSavary, General, Duke of Uovigo, arrives off 
Graveseiid, II. 519. 


I. 554. Light and heat, Ih. IlyposuU 
pburous acid, 338. Mineral watgrs, ih. 
Sea waters anal^rsed, 359. '“Tjead sea, ih,. 
Height of the l]irnalBV‘tT.’C;{trtains, 540. 

Scarlett, Mr, his speet^i on the finances, 1. 

,67. On the criminal laws, 179- 

Scotland, meeting of the General i^sembly 
of the Church of, I. 241,* Burgh ry^rm 
of, 250. Recollections of, 11. 395. 

Shiloh, proclaiming the, 1 1. 274. , 

**Sinflair Mr, his speech^Uthe opening of 
Va^mmentt I. ^ 

Si(]tn^l)uth, Lord, his speech on the 'state of _ 
glols, prisons and crimes in the united 
kingdom, I. 164, 

Slave trade prohibited by his Pslgian Majes- 
Iry, Tl. 290. 

Slavery, state of, in the United States, II. . 

332. 

Smiihfield, radical meetlng’aY, TJ. 33f). 

South America, state of, 1. 291) Defeat of 
Maegregor, ih. Venezuela, 292. Mo- 
rilla opens the campaign, ih. Captures 
San Fernando d' A pure, ih* Bolivar re- 
elected president, ib. Carries the war in- 
to New Grenada, ih, Santander defeats 
the ro^al army of, ih. Bold attempt on 
Angostura, 295. Battle of Cantanra. ih. 
Roy&'fists defeated, ih. Decisive buttle of 
Boyaca, 294. Union of New Grenada and 
Verfl>zuela, 293. Recapture of San Fer- 
nando d’Apure,t^/5. State of Peru, \h. 
Buenos Ayres, ih Brazil, 296. 

Spain, death of Charles IV., 1. 270. Mer- 
ciless ruffianism of General Elio, 271. 
Stale of public affairs, ih. Finances, ib. 
Army and Navy, ih. Edict against to. 
reigners, 272. l^ifficulties in ratifying 
the treaty for the cession of the Florida'^, 
ih. Conspiracy in the expedition at Ca- 
. diz, 275. The plague, 274. Marriage 
of Fer/linand, 27.7. Ministry changed, ih. 
Dark proceedings fi>f the court, 277. E- 
► rlict interdirting all Jews from entering the 
Spanish territory, ih. Fever in, 11, ,'^91. 

Stent, Henry, trial of, *1*1. 96, Guilty, 101, 
Recommended to mercy, ih. * 

Siockport radical meeting, II. 330, 

Stokoe, Mr John, tried by .a court-martial in 
St Helena roads, 1 1. 403. Dismissed his 
Majesty’s service, 405. 

' Storiliart. Robert, printer, called to the bar 
of the House of Com mot. s, to answer for 


,'4^*ale of rew'ards proposed bJ^;the Boafd of ^ breach of privilege,J|y^2 15. 

Longitude, approved of by th^,j* irj nce Rc- Stuarts monument to the, at Rome, TI. 

gent, IT. '290, 'u ** 285. papers, account ot the, 5.59. 

Science, iiirprivements inp duriil/. the year, „ Cotnmittee.of inspection suspended, 582. ^ 
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Swan, proceedings against, for bribery, II. 


Taylor, |lr J. trial of, for private libel, 4^!.* 
13. • Not guilty, 14. 

71^ tax on, I. *48. 

I’ierney, Mr, hia speeVh on the Windsor es- 
tablishment, I. ai. On the grant to the 
l>ukeof Yoak, 50. On Lord Castlereagh^ 
motion for^ committee of finance,*'A(). On 
i\ft new taxes, I. 49. Motion the 
subject of the Bank, 119. Reply m Mi- 
nisters, Wes. Speech, in support of Mr * 
Ellice’s resolution on the subject of resum- 
ing cash payments, 147. Motion on*the. 
state of the nation, ‘205, Sj^eech on the 
state of th<* ^‘ountry, 255, 

Trials, Crimril^al. * Clement and Drake, for 
murder, ,11. 52. James Gibbs, for stab* 
bing and cutting G. Gibbs, 60. Thomas 
Osborne, for the wilful murder of*Eliza 
Cox, 62. William JBurion, for wilful mur- 
der, 65, Robert Turner, for wilful murder, 
69. Frances Clark, for child murder, 75. 
Joseph Wilkes and others, for coining, 78. 
John Eden, James Wolfe, aifd George 
Wolfe, for the murder of IsabeftS Young, 
83. Crawley, Dennehy, and others, for a 
burglary, 91. Thomas Corrigan, Ifor mur- 
der, 95, Henry Ctent, lor inflicting 
wounds with intent to murder, 196. John 
Holmesby, for the murder of hts wife, 101.^ 
George Warden, for abstracting money • 
from letters, 105. Peter Bowers, for 
murder, 108. Ralph Woodness and 
Richard Smith, for housebreaking and 
theft, 108. James WhiKfford. for hame-# 
sucken and robbery, 110. Pei, a cap- 
tured negro, for murder. Ml.* , 

■ " State, Johnson, Drumnrjoud, and 

Ba^ueley, for seditious libel, 1I.*3. Ward 
. V. Clement, 6, Edward Taylor, for pri« 
\ate libel, 13. Richard Carlisle, for blas- 
phemy, J5. publishing Palmer’s 

Principles of Nature, 49. • 

7'urkey, violations of the treaty of Bucha* 
rest, 1. 288. Decapitation yf the delin- 
quents, 


U. 

United States, stjtje of affairs in, I, 296.^-* 
Fioridas, Xrcneral Jackson’s atro- 

cious conduct, i/j, Deprc'ised state of ilit> 
finances, 297. Distresses of the country, Hr, 


Unwkiity of Edinburgh, rising eminence of, 
II. 513. 


V. 


Vampire, Lord Byron disclaims being the 
author of, II. 318. 

Vesuvius, ^isit of the Emperor of Austria to, 
II.C02, ' 


W. 


Wales, New*Souih, voluntary esiigraRon tch 
encouraged, II. 279. Information very 
impoftant to the interests of, 539. . 

the ^ifncess of, intimates her ira. 

tention of returning*to England, IL ^58. 
\fard, Mr R. submits the ordnance esti* 
mates to the committee of supply, * 

Ward V. Clement, for libel, II. 

Warden, peorge, trial of, for abf(tracting mo* 
ney from letters, IL 105. Guilty, 107. 
Sentenced to be executed, ib, Esectttioot 
300. Declaration. 50 J. 

Warrender, Sir G. lays before the House of 
Commons the Navy estimates, 1, 81. Re- 
plies to Mr Calcraft, 82. 

'^^rwick, Earl of, moves the address to the 
prince Regent in the House of Lords, I. 


Waters, mineral, analysis of, 1. 338. Of 
the boiling spring in the harbour of Milto,' 
339. •From the* coast of Sussex, ib. Sea 
waters, ib. Water of the Dead Sea, ib. 
Watt, JMr James, biographicai.account of, f, . 
525. Progress of his education, i5. Learns 
the art of instrument making, ib. Ap- 
pointed instrument|psaker So the Univer- 
sity qf Glasgow, ib. Application made to 
him to repair Newcomen’s steam-engine, 
tb. Success of his discoveries of the na- 
ture and power of steam, 326. Eleft^ed a 
member of the Royal:Societies of London 
and Edinburgh, 32^^‘. .Degree of L L.D. 

^ conferred on him. / Cho'.en foreign mem- 
ber of the National/Infftitiite of France, ib. 
Character by Mr .^ffrey, ib, 

Watson. Serjeant, s/iot, II. 338: . 

Watkmw, Robert '^rner, for tuur- 

de'^, 69.* ^Guil^, — Death, 74. '' 

Wellington, the Duke of, presides attheniiffi- 
vorsfiry dinner of the friends of foreigners 
hi distrejif, 11. 2951 Attempt to 
nate^ajJParis, investigated, ,306^ 
Wynerua •Sotaeiy of Edinburgh, proceed- 
ings ijr, 11.91 1. 
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Whale, skeleton of a, found in CUickmaiinan- 
ahire, 11/357. 

Whittiford, James, trial of, for hamesUcken 
and robbery, ,11. 110. Guilty, — Con- 

demned, 111. 

Wilberforce, Mr, presents a petition from the 
Society of Friends to tht^ House of Com- 
mons, I. 162. Speech ou criminal 
^w, 178, 

Wilkes,' Joseph and othej^Jfcsi.**! of, *for coin- 
ing, II. 78. Guilty, 82. 

Wolcott. Dr, known by the name of Peter 
Pindar, biographical account of, I. 313. 
An eccentric clmracter, ib. » Coarse and 
brutal Goes out to the We^v In- 

dies with Sir William Trelawney, db. Is 
metamorphosed into a parson, ib. Re- 
turns, ib. Fame fonsatirical writing, 365. 
ibf Quarrels with Booksellers and 

( mstera, ib. Death and character, ib. 


Wolscley, Str Charles, returned for Birming- 
ham, II. 536. Arrest of, 337. „ 

Woodness, Ralphs and Smith, Riichard, trial 
of, for housebreaking and II. 108. 
'Wool, foreign, proposed on, I. 47, 
Wytembcrg, death of the Queen ^of, 286. 
Harmony between the King and Ids sub- 
jects, ib. 

Y. 

« 

Year, ^ state of affairs at the beginning of 

the,^. 5. • 

York,*ciirious adventure* in the grand stand 
at,* II. 559. 

Yorkshire, dismissal of Earl (.Fitzwilliam 
. from the Lieutenancy of, II. 389. 
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Dotnesiip History •^Prince RegenVs Speech upon opening the Session of Par*’ ^ 
liament.’^Debates upon the Address . — iSTeto Military Arrangements* 


T'he Parliament met on the ^tli of 
November, 1813i Events of the great- 
est importance had occurred since jts 
prorogation, and a series of successes 
had been achieved far beyond, the ex- 
pectations even of the irwast sanguine^ 
The "fate of Europe seemed to be de- 
cided 5 and the overthrow of a mad 
ambition, which had threatened all 
nations with slavery, appeared to be 
almost accomplished. Never,* surely, 
did the sovereign of these realms meet 
hfe parliament under circumstances 
more auspicious than those in which 
the Prinq^ Regent was now plac^^d. 
He was entitled to challenge the ap- 
probation of the legislature and of the 
country for a course ^f policy which 
had been followed by consequences at 
once so beneficial and so glorious; 
since it seemed •impossiljle, even for 
the most peevish politician, to deny 
that the personal firmness of the 
Prince had, in very trying circum- 
stances, materially contributed towards 
the great results whi?h now filled the 
country with exultation. In such 
circumstances, it might be expected, 


that the public business would not be 
internipted by much angry discussion* 
and that, while entire unanimity on 
the leading topics should prevail* a 
larger share of confidence would be 
reposed in the executive, than cc»uld, 
with any regard to tjie constitution, 
be bestowed vn ordinaji’y times. This 
confidence became the mote necessary 
at the present moment, as the^ atten- 
tion of the chief ministers of the 
crown was absorbed b^ affairs of the 
greatest weight, in whicl^ paaliament 
could not v^th advantage directly in- 
terfere.* The Prince and hia ministers 
were aware, that, to merit this confi- 
d«?nce, some pledge of their modera^ 
tion in prosperity, no Iq^s than of 
they*‘ifirmnesa in adversity, would be 
required ; and they deteritttned, there- 
fore, to prove themselves not wanting 
in any of the qualifications w|xich be-* 
came tlieir high offices, ahlcf'**^ich 
^ere imperiously demanded by the 
circumstances of the times. Of the 
qualities of temper and moderation 
Uo essential t§. 'thereat crisis in wfiich 
they were .about ,10 act, they gave a 
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solemn assurance in the speech which 
was delivered from the thiDne at the 
opening of the present session* 

After alluding, with regret, tc the 
king's indisposition, it wac remarked, 
that ** The great and splendid success 
with which if has plestsed Divine Pro- 
vidence to bless ms majesty's arms, 
and those of his allies, in the course of 
the presen^t campaign, has been pro- 
ductive of the most important conse- 
quences tq ^Europe.^ In Spain, the 
glorious and decisive victory obtained* 
near Vittoria has been followed by 
the advance of tfK allied forces to the 
Pyrenees, by the rep\|Jsi||of th#' ?nemy 
in every attempt to regain the ground 
had been compelled to abandon, by 
the reduction of the fortress of Saint 
Sebastian, and finally by the esta- 
blishment of the allied army on the 
frontier of France. In this series of 
brilliant operations, you will have ob- 
served, with the higliest satisfaction, 
the consummate skill and ability of 
the great commander Field Marshal 
the Marquis of Wellington, and the 
steadiness and unconquerable spirit 
which liavc been equally, displayed by 
the troops cf the tlirec nations united 
under his command." 

In illusion to the affairs of the 
North, it was observed, Tin ter- 
mination of- the armistice in the nofrth 
of Europe, and the declaration of war 
by the Emperor of Austria^ against 
France, have been most happily ac- 
companied by a system of cord,*al 
union and concert amongst the allied 
owers. The effects of this ^ union 
ave even surpassed those expectations 
which it was calculated to excite. By 
» the s^nal victories obtained over the 
Freftcu-<irmie8 in Silesia, at Culm, and 
at Denevitz, the efforts of the enemy 
to penetrate into the heart of the 
Austrian and Prussian territories were 
completely frustrated.'^ 

After referring *to the prosperous 

ftate of coininerce> and ot^er matters 


of domestic interest, the Prince ob- 
served, I congratulate you bn the 
decided conviction which now happily 
prevails throughout so large a portion 
of Europe, that the war in^which the 
allied powers are engaged against the 
ruler of France is a war of necessity ; 
and that his views of universal domi- 
nion can only be defeated by com- 
bined and determined resistarfce. The 
public spirit and national' enthusiasm 
which have successively accomplished 
the deliverance of the kingdoms of 
Spain and Portugal, and of the Rus- 
sian empire, now equally animate the 
Genaan people ; and we may justly 
entertain the fullest confidence that 
the same perseverance, on their part 
will ultimately lead to the same glo- 
rious result." 

After making these remarks, his 
Royal Highness proceeded to unfold in 
general terms the views of policy en- 
tertained by the British government 
and its allies — ‘‘ I cannot but deplore 
most deeply, said he, “ the continu- 
ance of this extended warfare, and of 
all those miseries which the insatiable 
ambition of the ruler of France has 
so long inflicted upon Europe. No 
disposition to require from France sa- 
crifices of any description inconsistent 
with her honour or just pretensions as 
a nation will ever be on my part, or 
on that of his majesty’s allies, an ob- 
stacle to peace. The restoration of 
that great blessing, upon principles of 
justice and equality, has never c-eased 
to be my anxioqs.wish ; but I am ful- 
ly convinced that it can only be ob- 
tained by a continuance of those ef- 
forts which have already delivered so 
large a part 6f Europe from the power 
of the enemy. To the firmness and 
perseverance of this country these ad- 
vantages may, in a great measure, be 
ascribed. Let this consideration ani- 
mate us to new exertions, 2 lnd we shall 
thus, I trust, be enabled to bring this 
long and arduous contest to a conclv- 
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which will be consistent with the 
independence of all the iijftions enga- 
ged in it, and with the general securi- 
ty of Europe/* 

Th» address was moved in the House 
of Lo:*d8 by the 'Earl of Digby, and 
seconded by the Earl* of Clare, who 
. observed, that the brilliant course of 
events, upon which he had how to con- 
gratulate their K)rd8hip8, was sufficient 
to inspire the humblest individual, and' 
cheer the m<^t diffident, and unassu- 
ming. Whichever way they turned 
their eyes, British valour shone con- 
spicuous, and the British standard 
waved triumphant. , When they saw 
that the firmness of this country, in 
continuing the conflict with France, 
had led the way to that spirit of resists 
auce to French domination which had 
now triumphed over all the power and 
resources of the French ruler ; when 
they saw the ports of Europe open- 
ed to the conjimerce of Britain ; .and 
when they saw the British standard 
waving triumphant upon the tcrritfbry 
of France ; surely these were eveni^s 
that justly gave cause for exultation 
at the proud eminence of glory which 
the British empire had attained. If 
one dark spot clouded the scene of 
glory, if the lamented continuance of 
his majesty's indisposition prevented 
him from participating in the jejy and 
exultation of his people, they must re- 
flect th^t perfect happiness was* not 
the lot of man, and they might be as- 
sured. that the people would not fail 
to recollect the ben!|^ant rule of their 
monarch who for fifty years had gui- 
ded the helm of state with a steady and 
unerring hand f ever attentive ‘to the 
interests of his subjects, and ever an- 
xious to promote and increase their 
welfare. He sincerely congratulated 
their lordships upon the glorious events 
which now so justly Tormed the theme 
of exultation. To this country was 
Europe indebted for maintaining, with 
'a firm and steady hand, the conflict 
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with all ^he power of France ; until 
in the^ peninsula, under the auspices of 
a great and illustrious commlinder, our 
mlitary renown had rivalled the splen- 
did atchievements of our navy, and the 
laurels wreathed round our military 
standards had vied with the triumphs 
of our fleets. There was that spirit 
^hich animate^ the Spanisrrds, cherish- 
ed and maintained by British assistance 
and CO operatiqp, till it Commudicated 
its inspiring feelings to tRe natio^k^ of 
Europe, afid finally whelmed in de- 
struction the arn^y of the ruler of 
Fraijce. By her councMs, Britain had , 
animated the Spanish nation ; by her 
arms, assisted them ; and posterity 
would regard with admiration the ar- 
duous struggle that had been thus no- 
bly maintained. Tliat Spanish and 
Portuguese troops had fought in line 
with the British army, was to them no 
small praise ; and it was due to them, 
to record the bravery with which they 
had sustained their military character. 
The great, the brilliant events that had 
now occurred, would be recorded in 
much more impcnsh^rble annals than in 
hii fleeting* and tritnsiept sentences. 
He would not, therefore, detain their 
lordships 5y dwelling upon them. He 
could not, however, refrain from noti- 
cing, in a rapid glanc^ som^of those 
events whigh now presented so grati- 
fying a^ picture of the state of Europe. 
Whichever way they turned their re- 


gards, they saw the success of the cause 
of the independence of Europe ; they 
saw the gratifying progresslif that spirit 
winch had so admirably combatted the 
power of F ranee ; they saw t he defection 
from the side of the French ruler of thev 
Khenisb confederation, led‘b^-»‘£avaria 
^ — Bavaria, which had derived her power 
and her importance^ and a solid acqui- 
sition of territory, from France ; and 
yet they that these advantages 
were ciinsidei^d aa nothing, in c^lnpa- 
•rison with* the nSischiefs arising from 
the dbmiriation of France. Such was 
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the spirit that now animatcil the na- 
tions of E’,irope, and they had seen the 
glorious results to which it had led. 
Only a few years since, the power of 
France overshadowed Europe, and her 
troops were collected on**her coast to be 
sent forthforthesubjugation of Britain; 
now, her arpiics were every where de- 
feated, the cause of Eulope triumphed 
over the power of France ; Spain was 
deliyered frem French aggression by 
British prowess, combined with the 
valour of the Spaniards and Portu- 
guese ; and tfee standards, which had 
been so often crowned with lawpel in 
^feating French aggressions in the 
p*eninsula, now waved triumphant on 
the territory of France. Such was the 
cheering view of those great and glo- 
rious events which now pressed upon 
us in the full tide of success ; such the 
opening of the new day that now dawn- 
ed upon Europe, and promised to chase 
away the gloom that had so lately dark- 
ened its prospect.” 

The Marquis of Wellesley observed, 
that he was anxious to take the ear- 
liest opportunity of expressing his sa- 
tisfaction at the important events allu- 
ded to in his Royal Highnejss’s speech, 
by which the destinies of Europe had 
been changed. He wished to state, 
before L'e sat down, why th&t satisfac- 
tion, which he felt in comriion with the 
country at large, was with him a prin- 
ciple, and not a sentiment. It was not 
so much because these events had rai- 
sed the military reputation of this coun- 
try and of our allies, or depressed that 
'of the military despot to whom we 
were opposed, that they had the high- 
est v^lue in his eyes ; but because they 
were tEe natural result of Irise and 
cautious measures, exW*uted with the 
greatest degree of vigour, and display- 
ing a wisdom of combination, and pru- 
derjce of plan, which ‘^cjuld not fail, 
ultifeiately, to be warded ^ith the 
success by which they were attended. 
He would not now dwell on the errors 


committed in former periods by this 
country, or lay the allies ; but he would 
not hesitate to feay, that he was con- 
vinced the glorious successes which had 
lately crowned our arms iq GpaitfJ and 
the arms of our allies in the North of 
Europe, were to be traced to the Ipng 
train of persevering councils persisted 
in by the government of this country. 
Though these councils had not always 
immediately produced the results which 
were expected by those who entertain- 
ed them, they were not the less the 
cause of what had ultimately taken 
place.- The long perseverance of thic^ 
country showed, rin the most convin- 
cing manner, the disposition which 
pervaded all ranks and conditions of 
Its inhabitants. While we were en- 
deavouring to catch the last breath of 
expiring opposition, and exerting our- 
selves in a struggle apparently hope- 
less^' at that moment the public coun- 
cils of this country weije of the utmost 
importance to European liberty ; for 
an opportunity was thus given to the 
Pest of Europ'e to reconsider their for- 
mer errors, and to learn that great les- 
son which the example of Britain af- 
forded them. Nothing could be more 
true than the last words which that 
great statesman, Mr Pitt, ever deliver- 
ed in public, “ that England had saved 
herself by her firmness, and had savtdr 
other nations by her example.” What 
a satisfactory and consoling reflection 
it was for us, that from this original 
fouiitain the sacred waters of gladness 
and glory had bowed, which at last 
overspread the greatest part of Europe; 
that to the persevering spirit of this 
country it vt^as owing that other na- 
tions were at last animated to deeds 
worthy of the noble cause in which 
they were engaged, and of the great 
example which fvas set them.” 

Lord Grenville on this occasion 
made a very able speech. ‘‘ I felt,” 
said he, “ from the moment the late 
glorious intelligence was received 



Chaf. l.j HigTpRY OF EUROPE. 


iilpst .earnest anxiety to be present on 
this occasion^ and to offef to parlia- 
ment my warm congFatulations upon 
the successes that nave crowned the 
efforts* of* this country. I was desi- 
rous to attend irf my place, not cer- 
tainly expecting that aily differences of 
opinion would arise upon the various 
interesting topics of the address ; on 
the contrary, I Anticipated what I have 
thfe satisfaction to find confirmed, the 
complete and*cordial concurrence of 
this House in dthat point ivhich justly 
formed the leading and capital feature 
of the speech from the throne. % I am 
happy, however, in ^ivailing myself of 
this opportunity of stating, not mere- 
ly my acquiescence in the general sen- 
timent, but my entire approbation of 
the tone and language of the speech 
delivered this day by his Royal High- 
ness to parliament. 1 think it but jus- 
tice to say, that, in my opinion, there 
never were delivered from the thnone 
sentiments better adapted for the oc- 
casion, couched in terms better sek*ct- 
ed for the purpose. It is to me a great 
gratification at all times to bear my 
humble testimony to the propriety of 
any proceeding ; but it is more parti- 
cularly welcome to me at a time like 
the present, because, although I come 
here to discharge a common duty, I 
' tome here at no common moment ; the 
crisis is now arrived when the mighty 
object tQ which our wishes have keen 
so long and so painfully directed, is 
near’ its accomplishment. From the 
mpment when the fifiiuspicious treaty 
of Basle waf promulgated and known 
( I speak of an event that took place 
twenty years ago, the confederacy of 
the powers of Europe to resist France), 
those at the head of the diplomacy of 
the French empire have pursued, with 
undeviating persevejance, one fi:xed 
principle, which, in my judgment, 
contributed much more to her subse- 
. quent progress than any boasted or 
real military pre-eminence, however 


great it i|ay occasionally have been. I 
speak^of that uniform system of sepa- 
ration and disunion by whidti she but 
to6 successfully laboured to sever and 
* alienate those powe^ which, had they 
rightly understood their mutual inte- 
rests, ought to have been fastened to» 
gether by one common bond, for the 
aefence of their freedom ^nd indepen- 
dence, against the unceasing and reite- 
rated aggressioBS of France. I need 
scarcely remind you, my lords, (iiideed 
the commefhoration might by some be 
deemed a reproach) in detail of all the 
arti^es of l^ rench diplomacy ; I need • 
not certainly recal to your recollection® 
the unhappy success by which they 
were usually attended. It is unneces- 
sary that I should shew how often, by 
the delusive prospect of some peculiar 
and separate advantage ; ,by tlie vain 
hope of some spoliation of an unoffend- 
ing neighbour ; by the idle offer of a 
share in the territory of some defence- 
less state ; by the seductive promise of 
a participation in the plunder of some 
weaker power, France has been able to 
withdraw from the general league, and 
evtn to enlist in her ckuse, those whose 
very existence (as ejfperience has un- 
fortunately shewn) depended 'upon a 
firm resistance to her insinuating en- 
cwachments. So pain^uljuqgt be the 
retrospection, that I would not now 
refer tq it, were it not in the hope that 
an useful lesson may be drawn from 
the remembrance. I would not turn 
my eyes upon the dark and dreary 
prospects ot the past, did if not bright- 
en by contrast the gratifying views of 
the future, where we see all those 
powers, formerly the victims of French- 
chicanevy and imposition, had 

Jbeen depriveS f)f their security, having 
returned) to a due sense of their mutuu 
interests, revenging themselves upon 
.^heir oppresiiprs for the wrongs they 
had bean by Artifice compelled tJi en- 
idure. Ndw then, my lords, we may 
triqxnphaiitly ask, is this the peculiar 
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and separate cause of Great Britain ? 
— No. Is this a contest merely re- 
specting commercial prosperity, ajd 
the comparatively inferior concerns of 
trade ? — No. Wo fight for that for 
which we always proft’ssed that we 
fought : We arm for that for which 
we always boasted that we armed : We 
have maintained the contest for those 
objects for w^ich we always declared 
that, we mafntaiiied if;— viz. as the 
only possible mode of asserting the 
independence of other states, and, 
through their^ independence, of sup- 
* porting our own. The period h^^s now 
arrived, when all Europe, with one 
voice, assents to the truth of our as- 
sertion ; and though it be indeed late, 
yet, with the blessing of Heaven, it 
will not be too late for the full accom- 
plishment of* our great and benevolent 
design. Will then, my lords, this re- 
trospection to the wdy and too suc- 
cessful expedients of our enemy, create 
painful sensations in your minds ? — 
Surely not. On the contrary, does it 
not add to the overflowing sentiments 
of exultation at the achievements of 
our allies, when we see Europe' at 
length united, I hope indissolubly, in 
a steady perseverance in those means 
which alone can afford it security and 
peace ? been to us long mani- 

fest, that it was only by. continued re- 
sistance, by the sacrifice of all partial 
views and interests, by a determina- 
tion to pursue just measures and com- 
mon object^?, that the mighty fabric of 
French power (which had been long 
augmented 1>y the ruins of neighbour- 
ing states) was to be demolished, and 
‘reduced. to such limits as were consist- 
ent with the security and tranquillity 
of the other kingdom8*"of Europe. - 
“ There might, my lords, rationally 
exist difference of opinion as to the line 
of conduct which this bauntry ouglio 
origmally to have Ijeld ; but*I never 
heard the whisper of a di/ference of 
sentiment— I believe a doubt never en- 


tered the mind of man as to the stepa^ 
she ought to 'take, now that the mo- 
ment is arrived \vhen the consumma- 
tion of our wishes is at hand. Know- 
ing, therefore, as all must necessarily 
be aware, that at this grand moment, 
when the fate of Europe is depending, 
the anxious eyes of so many nations are 
fixed upon the first deliberations of 
the British parliament : K.nowing, 
too, that the enemies of this new and 
‘victorious aoiifederation, if possible 
with still more painful expectation, 
are waiting ^to hear the opinions decla- 
red aud the language employed here 
upon this day ; l*feel it to be the duty 
not merely of those who stand in the 
prominent situations of government, 
but of every man accustomed to take 
part in the debates of this House, to 
come foiward and proclaim, distinctly 
and unequivocally, his sentiments upon 
this fnighty subject : However humble 
his "Station, and however weak his sen- 
timents, still they cannot, at this cri- 
sis,' be a matter of indifference. As to 
arrangements bf domestic policy, there 
may be conflicting sentiments ; in a 
free country there must unavoidably 
exist personal predilections and poli- 
tical unions ; but upon this grand 
question all party conflicts must be 
swallowed up and lost ; It is the cause 
of no party, of no set of individuaL, 
but of the whole nation, joined in sen- 
timent and in action, to effect a great 
and glorious purpose. So long as the 
great powers of Europe confederated 
in this mighty cause (as has been wy?ll 
expressed in the speecn from the 
throne) shall persevere with unshaken 
firmness, to the sacrifice of all partial 
views and separate interests, in at- 
tempting the full accomplishment of 
wlipat appears so near its completion, 
it equally concerns the welfare and 
the interest of Great Britain to strain 
every nerve, and to call forth every 
energy. Upon this point the royal 
address is, prudently guarded, and an 
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idc^uieecence in it pledges no opinion 
adverse to the^ re-estolllishment of 
peace. God forbid that, in applaud- 
ing the policy pursued, and in recom- 
mending a vigorous perseverance in* 
the system, I shbuld be understood as 
uttering any sentimertt hostile to the 
re-establishment of tranquillity. Peace 
is the, dearest^lessing that a govern- 
ment 9 a/i bestoiv on a nation over 
. tvhich it presides Internal tranquillity 
may be considered as the first, and ex-- 
ternal peace as the secona blessing that 
any power under Heaven can confef 
upon a people. This assertiiw is not 
only correct at all times, but more par- 
ticularly true in the present situation 
of Europe :* After the miseries that it 
has recently endured ; after the loftg 
series of calamities ^ith which it has 
been afflicted by the insatiable ambi- 
tion of the ruler of France, it would 
be more than ever welcome: In the 
history of this country, or of Ewope, 
where can a period be named when the 
sufferings of the people more 8t^enu- 
ously called for a restoration of tijan- 
quillity i To Great Britain, most as- 
suredly, though bending under, yet 
cheerfully supporting, the unavoidable 
burdens of war ; to our allies, whom 
no man will charge with too great pre- 
cipitation in commencing hostilities, or 
* with too extensive ambition in prose- 
cuting them, no man will deny that 
peace •will be inexpressibly gr^eful, 
provided it can be secured upon terms 
becoming the lofty and imposing at- 
titude that recenf •exertions have en- 
abled theifl to assume. Not even in 
the country of France do I believe 
that there exists moro than tme man 
who does not anxiously and earnestly 
desire the cessation of the horrors oc-, 
casioned by a state of warfare. But I 
trust it is understood, that when we 
desire tranquillity, we expect the real 
blessing of peace, not the empty name, 
not the shadow, but the substance. 
Too long did deluded , Europe, by 


tempor»y and partial truces, by con- 
cession following concession, purchase 
from the insatiable enemy S precarious 
cpiet, a troubled sleep ; furnishing to 
her foe the very nryeans of his aggres- 
sion, and of lier own Subjugation. 

“ The time, my lards, is now arri-‘ 
ved (and I rejoice that I have lived to 
*see the hour jw when the tvalls of a Bri- 
tish parliament may again re-echo a 
sound formerly held sjcred'in this 
country, and upon the observance of 
which, I •will venture to assert, de- 
pends the hope of the restoration of 
pev^ to Europe : I aflude to the old» 
fashioned term, now almost forgotten, 
of a balance of power in Europe ; and 
I offer up my thanks, with humble 
gratitude, to the Supreme Disposer of 
Events, that, after so long a period, 
he has permitted me to J>eho)d my na- 
tive land in such a commanding situa- 
tion, as to be able again to pursue that 
which ought to be the only legitimate 
object of foreign policy ; l mean the 
establishment and preservation of a ba- 
lance of power in Europe, Often at 
the subject has bceh discussed and dis- 
puted, in my opiiiidn, we ought not to 
consider the state and resources of an- 
other kingdom with &ny other view 
than this, — that such limits may be as- 
signed to the power qf ajfiayon that it 
shall not be able to pursue any schemes 
of unjust aggrandisement which would 
destroy the equilibrium that ought in- 
variably to be preserved. As to the 
*deba8ement of the power or the degra- 
dation of the honour of any nation, 
that ought not to be oui^object ; such 
a design would be a degradation to 
ourselves : we ought only to maintam 
that ftir whjch our ancestors shed their 
blood ; whioh at former periods, and 
in the, best times of English history, 
was held sacred, was never entirely 
, abandoned* and only temporarily re- 
linquished, becaosc the then suppliant 
nations of the* continent refused to 
unite for its maintenance. Now, how-. 

8 
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ever, the day-star of freedc|n once 
more dawns upon Europe — the n^ght 
of ignorance and slavery is fast with- 
drawing, and a glorious day of liberty 
and happiness is promised to the a- 
wakening worlds Now, then, let Great 
Britain resume her ancient policy : let 
her once more perceive that the only 
mode by whkrh the independence of 
the great commonwealth of Europe 
can be secured, is not, by perpetual 
peace, for that is the visionary dream 
of visionary men ; but by the mainte- 
nance of the balance of power, by 
^hich even in war itself the weak will 
find refuge from their oppressors. — 
Such is, in my opinion, the true ob- 
ject for the attainment of which this 
country is now called upon to exert 
her energies ; such is the object, for 
the attainment of which, in my judg- 
ment, no sacrifices will be too great : 
by that alone can domestic security be 
obtained ; by that we shall firmly grasp 
the substance, instead of being idly de- 
luded by the shadow, and shall, for 
ourselves and other nations, acquire the 
inestimable blessirtg of lasting tran- 
quillity. . ^ * t) 

“ With respcc^, my lords, to the 
detail of particular measures ; from en- 
tering upon them, the Speech has with 
great propriety abstained : upon them 
It would oe more unfit that 1 should 
now dilate ; but I desire to assure the 
House, (as may be collected from the 
sentiments 1 have to-day expressed, if 
indeed it was not to be gathered from 
the whole teAor of my life), that what- 
ever plans may be suggested, having 
these objects in view, 1 shall meet them 
with a most earnest wish to find that 
they are compatible with the interests 
of the country. 1 cannet be ignorant 
of the difficulties that may be^ oppo- 
sed, and upon them it would be cqual- 
- ly premature to offer any, opinion ; I 
do, however, fervently hope— -cay, 1 
believe, that they may be surmount- 
, ed ; and when they are produced, I 


shall apply myself to them with avf 
anxious wish that I may be able to 
give them my zealous support. I have 
now stated to the House what I think 
ought to be the policy o^ England, 
and I have hinted at the m6de by which 
that policy ought to be pursued : there 
is but one course ; and that is, the ex- 
ertion of every means this country can 
employ— of iiifluence, of per'^uasion, 
and even of power, if it be found ne- 
cessary, to ccfient and iir.!te the great 
confederacy now existing. Such is 
the happy sitjaation of this island, that 
to dischrirge ifhe functions she is called 
upon by Europe tu perform, no other 
nation possesses equal advantages : In 
whatever disputes may arise, the con- 
tinental powers must, in a greater or 
less degree, be interested. I'his coun- 
try alone has no concern in such par- 
tial interests ; she is the fit arbiter of 
all ; and by whatever particular ar- 
rangements the balance of power is se- 
cured, her only care need be, that so 
beneficial an object should be ulti- 
mately accomplished. I therefore can- 
not too fervently or strongly impress 
upon the House, that in this view the 
balance of power should be the polar 
star that is to guide us in all our move- 
ments. It would naturally giv«‘ me the 
deepest concern, if, in tliese various 
undertakings, the seeds of jealousy and 
disunion were unfortunately to spring 
up ; .lyet still we should have but one 
steady even course to pursue, not fa- 
vouring either one party or the other ; 
our object must be to combine all Eu.- 
rope by the strongest link of union ; 
by effecting which, we may look for 
the speedy completion of those great 
designs, the mere hope of which, a 
few months ago, was considered as 
little better than a dream of insanity. 
1 have said, my lords, that in the cha- 
racter of umpire which Great Britain 
would assume, we ought generally to 
be guided by the strictest impartiality ; 
but if there be .any exception to this 
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Vile^ if there be one part of the conti- 
nent occupied by Franoe/to which we 
might be justified indooking with pe- 
culiar interest, with something like 
patemal'^oncern, it would be for the? 
re-establishment* of the independence 
of Holland, Among all the powers 
sacrificed to the inordinate ambition of 
liuonapavte, Pknow of none, Holland 
excepted^ that can truly assert they 
.fbll victims to their aHiance with Great 
Britain. In ^le hour of danger, threat- 
ened by an overwhelming force, Hol- 
land looked to this coujitry for aid f 
and could any assistance'havc tfivailed, 
this nation, I am, convinced, would 
have made any sacrifice to save its fall- 
ing friend. It has been well said, that 
this is not the fit period for talking bf 
specific terms of ^eace ; that this 
country must not pledge itself to do 
more than it can achieve, or to disap- 
point expectation by announcing what 
the course of events may ‘prevent her 
from accomplishing ; but intending on 
this day, my lords, to deliver, though 
in brief, a summary of what 1 concave 
most important to be attempted, I feel 
that I should not have fully dischar. 
ged my duty, or completely satisfied 
my own mind, if I did not express my 
opinion, that of all the consequences 
of success which Great Britain may 
►contemplate, in the height of jier ex- 
ultation, there is none to which she 
ought lo direct a more anxiou9|eye, 
and none for which she ought to make 
greater sacrifices, or which would more 
Cedound to her hbtiour and promote 
her intere'Sts, than the re-establish- 
ment of the Republic of Holland on 
jwich a basis aff to enable her t(^ resume 
the situation she formerly held among 
tlie powers of Europe. 

“ My lords, we have recently wit- 
nessed what has bc^n justly termed a 
success even beyond those expectations 
which the confederation of the allied 
powers could inspire. If it be 
will of Providence that the tide snail 
4 ^ ’ * 


now tniji, and that it shall pursue a 
direction opposite to that which eince 
the year 179B it has regulatly kept ; if 
lie may now hope to resume that in- 
fluence on the conjinent which we for- 
merly enjoyed, to wWch the struggle 
we long almost singly maintainedi> to* 
which the powerful assistance wc have 
^iflbrded to the comm<!ln cause, to 
which the uprightness and disinterest- 
edness of our, motivcs*cntitk'us, we 
may with gratifying, but not arrogant 
self- com pfecence, discharge those du- 
ties, wliich, while they promote and 
secure the permanent Ihterests of our# 
own country, are not less conducive to 
the general welfare and prosperity of 
continental Europe. I am aware that 
this is a point on which it would be 
highly injudicious for any member of 
the executive government to express 
an opinion ; and I therefore do not 
desire that any remark should be made 
in reply to this part of the subject ; 
but 1 think it is due to that unhappy 
nation suflering such unmerited op- 
pression from its attachment to Eng- 
land, that it should see, that at the 
moment wiTcn wc ade anticipating the 
period when we shall resume our in- 
fluence ofi the continent, her* peculiar 
claims have not been forgotten in the 
British parliament. ^ 

“ One ^ord more, and^ ITave done : 
it is to conjure you (I hope it is unne- 
cessary) nut to do me the great injus- 
tice of believing, that the opinions I 
have just uttered are the result merely 
of the exultation and triuhiph so justly 
ftk in consequence of tli#^ recent wel- 
come and unexpected intelligence. Un- 
doubtedly, such events are calculated 
to wawn the heart of every individual 
who feels nvt only for the natural 
rights ^of man, but for the indepen- 
dence of nations : Undoubiedly it docs 
^^inspirc me ^'ith fresh hopes and increa- 
sing c^nfidem:e, that the gloriou'S har- 
•vest is at* hand *\v hen wc are to reap 
the Truit§ of all our toils, and of all 
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our privations. I look forward with 
joy to the approaching re-establish- 
ment of maliy warlike and independent 
nations, when they will throw off the 
galling yoke that has pressed them to 
the ground, but has noU broken their 
■ spirit. But, my lords, I do not wish 
you (nor have I myself so acted) to 
form opinions merely by, recent events: 
Those who, like me, have watched the 
whole course of these proceedings ; 
those who have heard my opinions in 
their application to those* proceed- 
ings; those With whom I have held 
^conversation since the commencement 
of the confederacy ; those with whom, 
for the last ‘ortnight, I have been in 
the habit of confidential communica- 
tion upon the subject of the line of con- 
duct 1 should this day pursue, know 
it to be my deliberate opinion, that 
the existence of such a confederacy, 
acting on no partial and contracted 
views, but pursuing one general ob- 
ject, of itself irresistibly called upon 
Great Britain to employ all her ener- 
gies, and to devote all her exertions to 
the success of a common and glorious 
cause. Such was the sentiment 1 was 
prepa *ed to express before the glad ti- 
dings la^t received were obtMned ; and 
1 was prepared to add an exhortation, 
that, as the chances of war. must ne- 
cessarily be precarious, you would pre- 
pare yourselves to meet with firmness 
those disasters which human foresight 
could not predict, and which human 
wisdom could not prevent*. Even un- 
der circumstances that, with some, 
might seem almost to justify' the 
confidence of certainty, 1 now offer 
that exhortation. If, in the course 
of human events (although iF*I see 
little cause to fear) any unforeseen 
calamity should unfortunately occur, 
remember the glorious cause in which 
you are engaged : It may for an in- 
stant damp your hopes f but let it not 
damp your ardour, or shake your re- 
solution. Be assured, my' lords, of 


this (I hope you are already assured 
of it,) that there is for this coun- 
try no separate • safety, no separate 
peace. There is neither safety nor 
peace for England, but witl^the. safe- 
ty and peace of Europe. As for con- 
tinental Europe; it is equally true, 
that an indissoluble union, a firm con- 
federation, in conjune'eion with this 
country, can only secure for all, liber- 
ty, tranquillity, -and happiness ; can 
only obtain p^jace, now almost beyond 
the memoiy wf living m^,n. The plain 
'duty of this country, placing its trust 
in Providence, is to improve, by every 
possible exertion, the bright prospect 
that lies before us : With the energies 
of Great Britain, duly applied, ulti- 
mate success may be confidently anti- 
cipated ; we may now look forward to 
the speedy accomplishment of that 
great purpose, for the attainment of 
which we have already sacrificed, per- 
fornted, and endured so much ; and 
for which we are still ready to sacri- 
fice^ perform, and endure.” 

^It was not ftiecessary for the mini- 
ster, on this occasion, to say much ; 
but in the course of his speech Lord 
Liverpool made some remarks upon 
the character of the war which deserve 
to be recorded. After alluding to the 
failure of former coalitions, and the 
success of the French, “ What, then, 
we might enquire, was this new life 
which has given an irresistible. impulse 
to tne present confederacy of the north- 
ern nations ? The feeling of national 
independence, that sentiment which 
impels all men to stand before the li- 
berties of their countries. This feel- 
ing, which first arose* in the nations 
of the peninsula, gave the war a new 
character, and afforded grounds to 
hope not only for the deliverance of 
those nations, but of the rest of Eu- 
rope. There had been before wars of 
governments, but none like this be- 
tween nations ; and all our principles 
01 policy and prudence must have 
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Iven belied, if the issue of the present 
^nfederacy had not been, very diffe- 
rent from that of any of the former 
ones. They had beTore them instan- 
ces of perseverance unexampled in any • 
other *cause than that of liberty ; — 
they had seen nations, .the least milita- 
ryjof Europe, become formidable, and 
successfully relist the best disciplined 
troops ‘of France. Small as that coun- 
try was* in comparison of some other, 
nations of Europe, yet l^e establish- 
ment of the armies of Portugal was of 
the greatest consequence ;\as the foun-y 
dation of the success of phe allied ar- 
mies in the peninsula ; and as ft gave, 
in addition to the general national feel- 
ing, a military tone, under the influ- 
ence of which the Portuguese troops 
have been raised to an equality with 
the British. They hftd seen the Spa- 
nish armies employed, not only on the 
defensive, but in offensive operations, 
in a most critical moment, in which 
they had displayed the greatest steadi- 
ness. These happy effects had sprung 
from that feeling of national indepen- 
df Bcc which had been nurtured by tlfe 
best blood of this country. He was 
advancing no paradox, but an opinion, 
the truth of which was felt and admit- 
ted on the continent when he said, 
that the success of the cause of the 
oeninsula gave new life to the suffer- 
ing nations of Europe Under fhc in- 
flnence of this example, the greatest 
efforts of Franc*' had been frustraVd ; 
an army, large beyond example, anni- 
hilated, and the iivjf'pendence of the 
Russian emjjire vindicated. There were 
reasons why the feeling of independ- 
ence could not ^'xtend to Germany so 
readily as to the other powers of Eu- 
rope ; not from any want of military 
spirit, but from peculiarities in the 
coiiKtitutions of its difterent states ; 
and if it had been asked, in what state 
of Europe this spirit would have last 
manifested itself, he should have an- 
swered, the Prussian monarchy. Bp 


far otherwise had the event proved ; 
for never did any exertions in the cause 
of independence surpass tkose of the 
Prussian people in the present struggle. 
He did not speak of the talents of their 
generals, or the zead o{ their monarch, 
but of the sentiments which pervaded . 
every individual in that country. It 
ll/as to be enquired, wh^t advantages 
were to be rea'^ed from our successes, 
and what means were taken to give 
them effect The continental powers 
were all g|iade acquainted with the 
views of Great Britain ; and there was 
not one of them that did not ackiiovr- 
ledgtei'ihem to be reasonable, moderate,* 
and just ; and on the grounds of these 
acknowledged views were the efforts 
towards a general peace to be regula- 
ted. Where there were powers of 
such different interests engaged in a 
coalition, their confederacy was liable 
to accidents which would place them 
in disadvantageous circums ances, and 
these chances augmented in propor- 
tion to the extent of the confederacy ; 
on this account a knowledge of com- 
mon principles wa% most necessary. 
This was tl*e great crisis, not only of 
Great Britain, but §f Ebrope -—God 
forbid,’' said the noble earl, that in 
these efforts we should depart from 
political justice and moderation. These 
principles," he contiRued; should 
never be Icfst sight of ; but it became 
us to be more moderate, as we were 
more vigorous. He agreed in this 
with the noble baron ( Lord Gren- 
ville), who thought thaUsome fixed 
aii(J Certain terms of peace shoulB be" 
abidt d by — terms consistent with jus- 
tice to all parties — with justice not 
only tj) our fi lends, but to our ene- 
mies. vVe 'fluiuld not ask from our 
•enemies such terms as, in their situa- 
tioii, WL* should not think it reasonable 
to concede. There was no principle 
t5n which to^jrosecute the war, but a 
^esire fo obtain <i peace by which a 
fair addition of strength should be 
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made to tbo^e powers \vhich had suf < 
fered in the contest*”— Tha address 
was nnaniipously' approved of* * 

In the House of Commons, tl^e a^* 
dress was moved by Earl Comptoun, 
and seconded by Mr C. Grant, junior. 
, Some passages in the speech of this gen- 
tleman are striking and eloquent. “ I 
need not say,” he observed, “ that I 
cordially concur with fhe noble lord 
in every word, of that eulogy which he 
has 80 ably ^nd eloqifently bestowed 
upon our allies in the peninsula ; upon 
the valour and unanimity which has 
secured to thei^r exertions such a glo- 
*l-iou8 issue. 1 need not say that J. cor- 
dially concur in every word which he 
has uttered with respect to the con- 
duct of the British troops, and to that 
distinguished commander. Lord Wel- 
lington. Yet, sir, amongst all the 
great qualities with which Lord Wel- 
lington is so richly endowed, and which 
have elevated him to the sphere in 
which ise moves, there is none that has 
impressed my mind more deeply than 
that undaunted and intrepid spirit, the 
sure proof of a genius conscious of its 
resources, which, enabled, him to defy 
the public opinion as to the invincibi- 
lity of France. *He did nqjt sink un- 
der the weight of the enormous fame 
which surrounded those great com- 
manders v’Wra che was called to com- 
bat, and whom he has successively 
vanquished. Admirable, therefore, as 
I think his conduct in every part of 
Spain, in his sieges, at Salamanca, ^t 
Vittoria, op the Pyrenees, I do not 
know if he is not to rne still morcjiruly 
great, stilllhore worthy of admiration, 
at that moment, when, relying only on 
his single genius, in a remote corner of 
Portugal, he threw up tho^' lines, 
within which he securclfl the hope and 
the happiness of the civilized. world.” 
~Speaking of the late events in Ger- 
many, and the altered fWtunes of tho 
French ruler, heobsVve*d, ‘‘ T^he hour 
of retribution^ is at length atrive^. He 


who had no mercy upon others is now 
reduced to a condition which may ex- 
cite the pity -of his ,most implacable 
enemy. He, who has made so many 
miserable, is now condemned to drink 
to the very dregs the bitter eup*of de- 
gradation and sorrow. He is thrown 
from his elevation, despoiled of his 
glories, hunted from Jdl to hill, a^nd 
river to river ; the props with which 
he had supported his powei ,are falling 
around him : hb finds no defence in 
the thrones feehind whicii he had en- 
^trcnched his/iisurped diMninion. By a 
connection Ivith ancient families, he 
had hnped to clothe his new greatness 
with something of prescriptive pomp 
and veneration j but he secs those 
vanishing before him — Austria renoun- 
cing his alliance, — Bavaria quitting his 
ranks, — Saxony torn from his grasp, 
— the Rhine itself anticipating the 
hour of deliverance; and that hour 
will 'assuredly come. We are now, 
indeed, too much in contact, too close 
to these great events, justly to appre- 
ciate their grandeur and their effects ; 
for it is with these prodigious displays 
oi moral power as it is with the grand- 
er and bolder features of nature. It 
is not till we arc removed from their 
immediate vicinity, that we can ascer- 
tain their dimensions, and appreciate 
their real magnificence. Yet this we 
may »ven now assert, that, in the whole 
range of modern history, there is no- 
thiij^ equal or second to these^ achieve- 
ments, and that this is one of those 
events (of which there are not many 
in history) which,* taken singly and by 
itself, decides the destini^i^s of nations, 
and changes the face of the world. It 
is tru^, that rfie sufferings of humanity 
were long protracted. It is true, that 
the hope of all nations was at length 
wearied out into a dumb and listless 
despair. We, qven we ourselves, be- 
gan at last to think that there could 
be no propitious result. We almost 
l|slievcd that, in favour of one indivi- 
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dual, the eternal laws of God and na^ bed to ±he conduct* o? this country, 
lure* (laws which, till tljen, we had And certainly the change which hat 
deemed eternal) were feversed. We taken place on the contini^t must be 
almost imagined that the lessons of mainly attributed to our example-— 
moral wisdom had been false, and that« an example, indeed, which did not 
the Wishes and e;cecration8 of so many require success to recpmmetid it ; but 
millions exercised no influence over the which now, browned as it was with 
fates and fortunes of their fellow men. such signal results, must be for ever 
Bvt if the da;)|^wa8 delayed, it must be memorable. If, at the commencement 
confessed that it was delayed for a ter- of these troflbles, we had shewn a 
rible purpose ; that it might concen- dastardly spirit ; if wo had betrayed 
trate its destructive energies, and ap- the cause of freedom ; we had sunk 
proach at latt with redoubled and ac* under the ^ascendency of lawless pow* 
cumulated heftror. If tlie sufferings/ er— where now would have been the 
of humanity have been prolonged, they deliverance of Europe;? where would 


were prolonged that they mf^ht, in 
the course of a few months, be over- 
paid in ampl^ measure. Now, instead 
of armies heartless in the cause, genj- 
rals corrupt or incapable, sovereigns, 
blind to their interests and their fame, 
we see nobles and kings fighting in the 
ranks— we see crowds of accomj)lish- 
cd captains — and, where we number 
men, we number heroes and patriots. 
It seems, indeed, if I may venture to 
say 80 , as if all the treasures of conso- 
lation, all the pomp aifd glory of re- 
compense, were reserved for this occa- 
sion. In this one campaign is concen- 
tered the military renown of ages. All 
that is great, and illustrious, and noble 
—all that is romantic in bravery, and 
wise in council — all that is venerable in 
Rereditary worth, or irresistible po- 
pular opinion — the majesty of thrones 
— the grandeur of empires — the trans- 
cendency of genius — the omnipotence 
of mihd — all natural, all moral ener- 
gies seem to be tlirown together, 
crowded and heaped upon each other, 
to form, as it were, a stage on which 
a Spectacle at once so cofi8oling*and so 
tremendous might be exhibited to the 
eyes of an astonished world. — After 
we have recovered from the first im- 
pressions of the late staipendous events. 
It is natural to advert to that part of 
his Royal Highness’s speech in which 
these events are in part at least asett- 


have* been the rallying ground on 
which the hopes and affections of 
afflicted world might gather them- 
selves, and find refuge ? We chose a 
nobler and better policy. Having as- 
certained the course which we were 
destined to tread, we entered upon it 
with fixed hearts and prepared resolu- 
tions; and in spite of difficulty and 
danger, amidst the sound of falling 
thrones and empires, we maintained 
our inflexible career ; and upon what 
principle did we so maintain it ? Upon 
the principle of natiojial independence ; 
u^on this principle, that* opposition to 
lawless aggression is at all titles a sa- 
cred duty, and that the hope of Eu- 
rope was to be found only in a vigor- 
ohs and inexorable reStstaiwe. There 
will be no Jirouder page in history than 
that which tells of tnat struggle and 
Its victorious result ; which tells, that 
a|: a period .when the foundations of 
the world seemed to he sicken, when 
all ^former institutions we|*e swept a- 
way, rather as if by a suSden whirl- 
wind than by any of the ordinary means 
of dc^ruction, there was yet one na- 
tion, which, reposing under the shade 
•of a happy constitution, proud of its 
ancient kberties, and worthy to defend 
them, dared to measure its matured 
ttnd disciplitfl^^ valour at one time a- 
^ainst the unnatuval energies of a fran- 
tic defpocracy ; at another time against 
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the gigantic resoirrcea of the i^ost tre- 
mendous despotism that ever stout gcd 
the world, If, ^ir, history after- this 
narration were obliged to add, that in 
this struggle at last we fell, but that 
we fell gloriously,® with our arms in 
our hands and our facelt to the foe, 
even this would have been no mean 
praise ; this .would have been praise^ 
enough to satisfy the mdfet aspiring na- 
tions of antiquity ; it would have been 
praise enough to fill u^ the warmest 
wishes of that gallant and pgitriot band 
who left it to be engraved on their 
tombs, that they died in obedience to 
the laws of their country. But, thank 
God, sir, history will be called not to 
lament the fall of British greatness, 
but to celebrate its renewed exploits 
and its living triumphs. The conduct 
•which we have pursued can acquire in- 
deed no accession of merit from the 
issue to which it has led ; but it is sa. 
tisfactory to observe how admirable 
have been its results. It has kindled 
throughout Europe a flame, which, I 
trust, is unquenchable. It is to the 
theatre of these contests, it is to that 
soil which but lately 8een>?d incapable 
of producing a sjnglc effort, that the 
moralist of after-ages wilU resort for 
examples of instruction, when he de- 
nounces the fall of unhallowed great- 
ness. THW, tdo, will the patriot lo6k 
for lessons of enthusiasm !ind disinte- 
rested virtue. This is the glorious fea- 
ture of the present war. 1 have heard 
it observed of America, that her cqp- 
duct has dispelled those classical asso- 
ciations which we have been accui^tom- 
ed to indulge, of republican virtue" and 
republican excellence. That remark 
was not more eloquently than justly 
made. But if we are ^obliged to give 
up that class of associations, 1 perceive, 
with exultation, that there is* yet ano- 
ther class of associations no less sacred 
and venerable, whic^ wyfnay now che- 
rish with additional«fondne88-i-I mean 
those associations which enfoijce the 


belief of instinctive patriotism, of un- 
bidden enthvisiasm in the cause of vir- 
tue, of the grandeur pf self-devotion, 
of the magnanimity of great sacrifices 
/or great objects, for honour, for inde- 
pendence. We must all recoiled with 
what delight we imbibed these senti- 
ments at the fountains of classical learn- 
ing, and followed them out into fic- 
tion in the history of great men and 
illustrious states. But of latp^ and es- 
pecially towyds’the close of the last 
century, there seems to have crept in- 
',to this natiqh a sort of spurious and 
barren phildsophy, of which it was 
the objfcct to’ decry those associations ; 
to represent them as the illusions of 
ignorance, or frenzy, or falsehood ; to 
curb the original play of nature ; to 
inculcate coldness and selfishness upon 
system ; and to (Substitute in the place 
of all that formed the delight of a high- 
er philosophy, a spirit of lazy delibe- 
ratioh, conducted by apathy, and end- 
ing ‘therefore in meanness and disho- 
nour. It was this philosophy which 
taught that those ideas of excellence 
Imd no antit;fpes in nature. It wai 
tnis philosophy which taught that it is 
not only more prudent, but more con- 
formable to the laws of our being, for 
every man, in time of danger, to rea- 
son before he followed the promptings 
of true courage, to make it a matter 
of calculation whether his country be 
worth saving before he draws the sword 
in tfer defence ; to reduce it ^.o a ques- 
tion of algebra, or a problem in geo- 
metry, whether he should resist the 
efforts of tyranny, or bow before the 
oke. It must be confellsed, that the 
istory of the past age, and especially 
the sleep which seemed to have spii^ad 
over Europe, gave too much counte- 
nance to these pernicious maxims. But 
the hour is at length come which has 
exposed the fallacy of these specula- 
tions, and rescued human nature from 
these calumnies. The experience of 
1)he few last years has abolished, I 
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triist for ever, that heartless system, 
the miserable abortion of a#cold head 
and depraved imagination, which ne- 
ver waked one noble thought, nor in- 
Bpired one, generous action. The 
experience of the .last few years has 
proved that they were not false and vi- 
Bionary those high sentiments which 
we were taught\o res^ ect ; but that 
they are? founded upon whatever is 
deepest and purest in tljc human cha- 
racter. It h^ proved th:(f true rea- 
son is never at war with just feeling ; 
that man is now what he was in those 
distant ages, a creature bor.n indeed to 
act upon principle, but born also to 
act upon strong pa-^sions, — and that 
he never acts more nobly, more wisely, 
more worthily of himself, than when* 
he acts by the prompt persuasion of 
grand passions, sublimed and directed 
by lofty principles. — Such, air, is the 
situation in which we are placed, *and 
8uch are the prospects which we may 
reasonably entertain. If, amidst so 
many causes of contentment and gra- 
titude, there be any circumstance that 
can lexcite regret, it surely is that t<* 
which his Royal Highness has alluded 
in the commencement of his speech ; 
it is, that our sovereign cannot share 
our joy ; it is, that the.se blessings can- 
iiOt be enjoyed by him whose exem- 
plary virtues have, 1 believe, in no 
small degree contributed to draw them 
down upon this nation. 1 cannot h^dp, 
however,* sometimes indulging a hope, 
that dp recompence for these virtues, 
and in return to ihokvislies of his sub- 
jects, that *.cneraMe peisonage may 
yet be reserved to witness tlic effect of 
th^pc exertions v and that, having been 
\/lthdrawn from the worfd at a time of 
tumult and agitation, he may he al- 
lowed at last the cxcpiisite gratifica- 
tion of seeing that world calm and pa- 
cific under the efteeft of a solid tran- 
•<|uilhty ; for this, it hliould be recol- 
lected, is the end of all our efforts.” 

VOL. Vfl. PART I. 


The address here, is in the House 
of Lords, was carried unanimously; 

The attention of p-irliameit was di- 
rected, soon after its meeting, to the 
tiew military arrangements which, at 
the present crisis, it ^as^ deemed expe- 
dient by government tQ propose. A 
general feeling pervaded the country, 
tlwt at this ausj^icious mgmeiu every 
nerve should be strained to give to our 
.military exertions^ the utmorst extent and 
, efficiency. For this purpose recourse 
was had to 3»species of force which was 
Wll trained — accustomed, at least, to 
many of the duties of soldiers — and of 
such desenption, that it had been 
found convenient, on more than one 
occasion, to recruit from it for the re- 
gular army. It seemed natural that 
the additional assistance which the exi- 
gency of the moment might require 
should be drawn from *thc militia* 
Lord Castlcreagh accordingly, on the 
11th of November, moved for leave to 
bring in a bill to “ enable his majesty 
to accept the services of a proportion 
of the militia out of the united king- 
dom, for the vigorous prosecution of 
the; war.” • 

Lord Castlereagh, upon introducing 
the subject-to the Hou8c,obserw d,that 

he should not dwell upon the expedi- 
ency, at the present moment, of giving 
every possible cfficienc*y to^ie dispo- 
sable force of the country. On that 
subject It here was but one sentiment in 
every part of the House; nor should 
h« do justice to the strength and pre- 
valence of this sentiment, • if he were 
not.rb state his conviction.jhat it was 
the wibh of every individual in the 
House and in the kingdom to use eve- 
ry exc»tion for securing the permanent 
licUoiir and ffi^erests of the country, 
'consistent with the necessary limits of 
our military and political resources. 
His object would not therefore'bc to 
recomn;eBfd Exertion, but to consider 
what direction it Vould be most advi- 



18 


EDINBURGH ANNUAL RsdlSTlER, 1814. [Chap. 1. 

sable to give to that exertion, in order proud part in it — not to overstrain ^r 
to make it most effectual;' and to exhaust itself ; but not to shrink' back 
strike a fai- balance between the ad- in the decisive moment, not to suffer 
vantages and disadvantages of the dif- all the advantages and all the glory 
fereiit degrees and modes of operation t which had been gained, to be lost by 
which our circupisfances placed within a deficiency of cordial co-operation on 
our reach. In this view, then, he was the part of Gr^at Britain. We stood 
not about to call upon the House to now in the situation of having obtain- 
make any gteat or unnatural effort ( ed all the objects originally propo,^ed 
or to call upon the co\intry for any by the war, even beyond the most san- 
sacrifices greater than were made by .guine expectation. The independence 
the other states of Europe: all that of the peninsula, in particular, had 
he wished was, to urge them to use been placed upon a firm and lasting 
proportionable efforts, and to submit ^ basis. In the former campaigns, the 
^to equal sacrifices in support of the success of the British arms under Lord 
common cause, and for the purp<>te of Welliitgton had been great and brilli- 
giving a happy and glorious result to ant ; but now thtit his victories were 
that sentiment which now animated as numerous as the battles which lie 
the great confederacy of Europe, to fought, that he had no longer any oc- 
check the ambition, and limit the casioii to look back to the impregna- 
power, without tarnishing the honour, ble lines of Tories Vedras as a last re- 
of France, rhe assistance of Great source; now that his great genius had 
Britain might be more effectually em- accopiplished all that his ardent and 
ployed for this purpose, by indirectly patriotic mind had proposed to itself, 
aiding the allies by our resources, than and* had placed the liberties and terri- 
by immediate and partial efforts of our tories of the whole peninsula under 
own. He relied the more confidently our protection, would it not be an 
on the propriety of this line of policy, abuse of conlfidence in the plans jof 
because he was satisfied *^that it ^as tnat gallant leader, and an abuse of 
owing* to the continued firmness and confidence in the success which almost 
moderation of our counsel# that Eu- uniformly attended the British arms, 
rope was in its present state. It had to turn back so near the end of all our 
been restored from the humiliation and labours and triumphs, and not to reap 
ruin whiclmver&rhclrned it, to a proud the fruits of victory which were pi^t 
height of honour and independence, by into our hands ? He did not mean, by 
the prudence, not less than by ttte mag- any, thing that he had said, to insinu- 
iiificence, of our exertions. It was this ate a wish that we should expose what 
wise and long-sighted forbearance, this we gained to unnecessary hazard, or 
dctcrminatiiflfn not to push our efforts launch into a sphere which was better 
beyond oqj^ resources, that had ^iven occupied by others : but,< without ex - 
an increasing imprlua and momentum plaining himself more particularly, he 
to them ; wdiereas by a premature and migh^ be allowed to .say, that tli^re 
inconsiderate waste of strength, the were points of the utmost consequence 
spring of national spirjf would have to this country, both in a commercial 
Been broken down, and our career ar- and political view, where a corps of 
rested in its progress. But noVv, when 10, or perhaps ^0,000 men, co-opera- 
all the world was making one great ting with our maWtiroe strength, might 
effort for its redemption, il be<;ame the turn the tide of success in our favour- 
spirit of this country to take part, a He did not think there could be any 
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hTsitation, where such a force would the legular army, independently of any 
ma^ce* the whole difference, whether extraordinary exertions, would be suf- 
an old and useful ally should be res- ficient to maintain it in its prffcsent num- 
cued from the grasp of the enemy, or hers : He did not think the supplies 
left depudpd of all support. He did • from the militia would continue the 
not therefore recommend unlimited in- seme ; or that we could reason pro- 
creased exertion, but mitigated increa- spectively upon this part of the sub- • 
.sed exertion ; that is, an increase of ject, from the results of past ex peri- 
exertion proportioned to the import- •nee. But the plan whi^h he should 
ance of the end, and consistent with now proceed to lay before the House 
the extehf of our means ; ^d on this, went upon the supposition of our be- 
priiiciple he^yould rest tiitTmerifs of. iug possibljr called upon fhr extraordi- 
the plan which he was about to sub- ^lary exertions, cither on the side of 
mit to the House. 'the peninsula, or in aid of the allies, in 

“ With respect to the siipply^of the any critical emergen c)» in which our, 
army, all the advantages had resulted assisfSnce might be necessary to bring 
from the existing system which had the great cause in which we had hi- 
been expected from it. It was grati- iherto so nobly persevered, to a pros- 
fying to him to be able to state, that perous and decisive issue, 
such had been the means placed in the In what situation,’’ continued the 

hands of government in recruiting the noble lord, “ would the country now 
army, and so little had been the waste have been placed, if the militia had 
made of human life, that both the re- not lent themselves to the exertions 
gular army and the militia remained at which parliament from time to time 
as high a point of numerical force as called on them to make ? Since the 
ever, in spite of all the exertions we year 1 805, when government first call- 
had made ; and certainly no nation ed on the House to allow the militia 
eveV did push its exertions abroad, {n to enter into tiic line, they had contri- 
proportion to its physical strength, bijted witluli 250 men of 100,000 to 
farther than we had done in the last the disposable force or the ccruntry. 
years of the war. It reflected the If this measure of rendering the militia 
highest credit on the illustrious indivi- auxiliary to the regular army had not 
dual at the head of the war depart- taken place, if the olc^prejudices, with 
cnent, that such was the attentityi paid respect to^ that description of force, 
to the health and discipline of the ar- had been still kept up, and they had 
my, thaj, including the wliole o^ our been prevented from entering the re- 
troops, colonial and European, our gular army, tins country would not 
loss* yearly did not exceed l-7th or itow possess the military character 
8j;h ; that is, in 290,000 troops, the wh^h it had acquired. * We might 
general anfbunt of casualties, not only hare kept up our coloniab^policy, and 
of deaths, but discharges, desertions, made those exertions which were wit- 
&c. did not exceed 25,000, Utou gh n essed in former wars ; but we could 
the natural waste of an army was ge- not lTE;ve kept possession of Portugal, 
nerally one-tenth or one-twclftl^ even ^ or have sent#force8 to co-operate in 
in times of profound peace. Notwith- the deliverance of the peninsula at 
standing the sanguinary actions and large, and to take up that menacing 
assaults which had taken place in the .^josition oi^ the frontiers of France 
last year, our total loss was not, as far which •our armyinow occupied. We 
as could be collected, more than 30,000 should hive been shut up within the 
men. The present mode of recruiting bouiMs of our insular jpolicy, and we 
fi ’ • 
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could -not have set tiiat glorious ex- 
ample to other nations, or borne our 
•hare in tire general exertions which 
have been made for the deliverance of 
Eurtipe. Parliament ought always, 
therefore, to he^r in recollection, that 
.it is to the militia we owe the charac- 
ter we at present enjoy in military Eu- 
rope ; and that without the militia wr 
could iioi have shewn that face which 
we have dona in the peninsula. He 
wished it ta be understood, that in 
what he had to propose, it was not\ 
his intention to transgress or go be- 
yond those great principles which 
' ought to be held sacred witli respect 
to the militia. He had never been 
one of those who considered that there 
were any principles in the constitution 
of the militia which rendered that 
force inapplicable to the general ser- 
vice of the country, provided neither 
officers nor men were broken in upon 
either directly or indirectly. The mi- 
litia might be broken in upon directly 
by law, and they might be broken in 
upon indirectly in a manner not less un- 
becoming ; and any alternative which, 
though not compukory on them, it 
might be painful to their own feelings 
to refuse, was very different from tlie 
mode of treatment merited by that le- 
spectable body. Tlie most complete 
freedom o^choice ought, therefore, in 
his opinion, to be preservea. But he 
never thougiit there was any tiling in 
the militia which rendered them unfit 
for general service. They had suppli- 
ed an assistance of not less tiian 
100,(X)0 men to the army, andf.tbe 
success of the whole contest had hiii- 
Ijed on the exertions which thb rein- 
forcement enabled us to make. .^If the 
militia principles were in any respects 
changed, they were changed for the 
better ; and at no penod, he would 
venture to say, were the, militia of this 
country either morg nurflerous, more 
highly disciplined, oi' more .capable of 
petforming thfcir proper functioUkp^ that 


13, of occupying a middle station be^ 
tween the lineal militia and the stand- 
ing army, than they ‘were at the pre- 
sent moment. He wished, therefore, 
the House to understand, that there 
was in contemplation no attempt to 
encroach on the constitution of the 
militia. No person would wish the 
militia to lock up the service of ahy 
man who would rather serve in another 
^description of force. The'truc n ili- 
tarypliiloKOphy was, to g’ve the great- 
est possible facility to individual exer- 
tion, that it might find its proper le- 
vel. Men were actuated by varioiia 
motives and inclinations to make choice 
of one description of service rather 
than another ; and it 'is our busi- 
ness to facilitate the exertions of indi- 
viduals, but not to attempt to impose 
on any men the 'necessity of adopting 
new arrangements by appealing to 
their j patriotism or their feeling. So 
far from putting it to the militia, whe- 
ther they would lend themselves to 
another sphere of service, he wished 
the arrangement to be considered not 
as an appeal, but merely as an offer of 
certain terms to those who were wil- 
ling to enter into the regular service. 
Any of the officers and men might 
take that ofl'er if they chose ; but still 
there was to be no departure from 
what was formerly understood to be 
the constitution of the militia. There 
was every reason, indeed, to presume, 
that unlesss some force were kid on 
the inclinations of individnals, a much 
greater miml^er of - men would be wil- 
ling to go into the regular army than 
could possibly be accepted of. In 
point, of fact, a very general dispewii- 
tion existed among the 70,000 men, ot 
which the militia was composed, to 
enter the line. He was well assured, 
that a very large proportion of indivi- 
duals, both men* and officers, in the 
present interesting circumstances of 
the world, would consider it a favour 
to serve actively instead of passively. 
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IJe wished merely to give such a due 
and reasonable degree of encourage, 
meht to this wish, as was not incon. 
sistent with sound military principles. 

w^ould^ state, as the principle on 
which they proposied to act, that what- 
ever number of men it might be the 
policy of the legislature to give to the 
disposal of the executive government, 
they might not be precluded from act- 
ing on thtit feeling which he consider- 
ed to be so prevalent at preSertt in*the 
militia ; and that if there should be a 
particular niimlfer of men disposed to 
accept of the measure, they should be 
permitted to enter into the exftndcd 
service. He was qhite aware, that 
there was no regiment which had not 
a limited number of men, that, from^ 
varioas considerations, were not suited 
for foreign service. life view was not, 
therefore, to send the militia on fo- 
reign service, but merely to allow tjiem 
to give such a number of men to the 
army as would enable us to sustain the 
attitude we at present held. It was 
his wish that no militia regiment should 
be. left without such a proportion of 
men, as would be found necessary for 
carrying on the system of recruiting, 
and form, as it were, the basis of the 
regiment. His intention was to pro- 
o»e in the bill which he meant to 
ring in, that in the number of men 
who might volunteer into the army, 
not more than three-fourths of any^ re- 
giment should be taken ; and that one- 
fourth^part, at least, of every regiment 
should be preserved* . He thought it 
advisable not to check the disposition 
which prevailed in the militia of enter- 
ing absolutely iuto tlie line, because in 
no wise could they be so usefully ern-^ 
ployed as in the line, which was a 
more extended species of service. He 
was disposed, therefore, not to impede 
that mode of serving but by a small 
additional bounty to encourage it ; 
and if a certain number of men would 
gQp to allow the officers to go with 


them. He was happy to state,- that 
in the judgment of his Royal Highness 
the Commander in Chief, lio injury 
whatever would accrue to the army 
,by allowing the officers of the militia, 
up to the rank of captains, to pass in- 
to the line, and to receive half- pay. 
His royal highness ajiproved also of 
giving them this farther, advantage, 
that after a certain time of service they 
should be considered as officers having 
permanent rank* in the ftrmy corre- 
^onding to,the rank which they held 
in the militia. In the first instance, 
they were to receive half- pay, and af- 
ter some time permanent rank in the 
army. The number of individuals ad- 
mitted to those advantages would be 
in proportion to the number of men 
who went with them into the army : 
One hundred men to admit one cap- 
lain, one lieutenant, and* one ensign, 
who at first would be entitled to half- 
pay, and, after having served one cam- 
paign, to fill every situation of the ar- 
my. He had, therefore, another plan to 
propose, of encouraging the desire of 
active service in the militia, which was 
mqj*e congeifial with the principle of 
that body, and which, woilld liberate 4 
great number of both officers and men 
desirous of extending their services. 
He proposed, that they should also be 
permitted to volunteerTO Si^fve as mi- 
litia-men. The officers would be con- 
sidered still belonging to the militia 
of their country ; but they would re- 
turn home with this advantage, that 
having gone abroad at a critJical period, 
theyVould be entitled, on being dis- 
embodied, to the half-pay of the army. 
He thought there would be a great 
'*cfTSpti«ition among the militia to go on 
this service ; tpey would go as militia- 
"•meii, and they would continue to have 
all the advantages of militia-men. A 
man would be enabled to serve his 
country^ abrcJlyl, yithout leaving his 
wife in want at Some. In England, 
i«deed| all descriptions of people were 
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entitled, in exigency, to relief from be left to the diicretion of the com- 
their parish, but in Irelaad and Scot- mandiiig officer, whether the field ofii- 
larid ther^ was no parish support. It cers should be takqn from the militia 
was, therefore, proposed, that this or the line ; but* in all cases the lieutc- 
clap;:, who were merely a disposable^ nant-colonel ought to be taken from 
militra, should continue to possess all' the militia, that the charaettr of militia 
th»^ advantages of militia-men, and that regiments might not be lost. He had 
the officers, as already stated, should occasion to kilow, that in Ireland pro- 
have also the advantage of half-pay. visional battalions, of a description Jike 
With respect *.o the manner in which that which he had been stating, were 
they ought to he organised, and ren- found to be inferior to no trot>ps in all 
dered useful the precise rule to be ap- the.qualrties f6r which soldiers are va- 
plied could not be well laid down, tiU luable. Fragments of regiments and 
th^y saw what disposition existed inK minute parts of regiments might be 
the militia to extend their services, and brought together, and used as militia, 
what offers might be made. «As it with hs great advantage as whole regi- 
waa not, however, meant to allow the ments. He hoped they would not be 
whole of any regiment to extend their discouraged in undertaking the great 
service, the proportions accepted would ^effort which they had in contemplation, 
be formed into provisional battalions under the idea that they could not 
of militia for foreign service ; the sphere possibly get or/er all the embarrass- 
of their service would be limited to ments to which it would give rise. 
Europe, and the command of the bat- The proper principle for an English- 
talions given to militia officers. He man to adopt was, that individuals 
knew there were regiments in the mi- ought to be allowed to exert them- 
litia service who were impatient to go selves in the way which was most 
abroad as regiments, and disposed to agreeable to their own inclinations* 
sacrifice any thiyg rather than dero- Having stated the outline of his plan, 

f ate from their integrity ss regiments, he would next proceed to state the ex- 
le \yas perfectly well aware of the pcctations which he had of the num- 
disadvantage of separating ^one part of bers of men to be derived from it, and 
a regiment from another, and of doing from the ordinary recruiting of the 
any thing which had a tendency to ex- couatry. The ordinary recruiting 
tinguish the esprit du corps. Giving would not, in fact, be affected so muen 
every allowance to this telling, still, by the measures which were going bn 
however, he was not disposed to think at the same time, as persons judging 
that these provisional battalions would merely from theory might be led to 
be found, on comparison, to be less qf- suppose. He should propose,, that 
fective thav other regiments. I^ord the bounty for ^e transfer from the 
Wellington gave it as his opinion^ that home to European service should be 
some of the most effective battalions 10 guineas ; and that for entering into 
under his command, were formed of he line 12 guineas 8l;|ould be given, 
three or four reduced regimen a'*service limited in point of years ; 
sometimes a greater number, who were and 16 guineas for a service for life, 
thrown together into one battalion, in-* With respect to the extent to which 
stead of sending them home to be re- it might be prudent to give the ex- 
cruited to their proper establishment, ecutive government the power of re- 
There were not more rffcetive battaf- cciving offers from the militia, he 
lions in the whole «army than thosq was not disposed to push the measure 
which were so formed. It oujjht to beyond what might be considered 
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a healthful exertion for the coun- 
try. -He was aware, that there were 
various important. duties for the militia 
to perform at home, 4n the services of 
^he interior. The amount of force 
which he iVas disposed to take would 
not, he conceived, operate as an unrea- 
sonable pressure on the* country. He 
‘should propose, to take the quota 
which by the existing laws rcgulatiiig 
the entrance from the militia into the 
line was placed beyond'all haxardj^and 
also a numbS equal to the quota for 
the succeeding ^ear ; and he had far- 
ther to propose, that the arrears of the 
numbers allowed to volunteer in former 
years might now be made good. The 
annual quota .from the militia to the 
line amounted to 10,000— the double 
quota would therefore be 20,000— an J 
the arrears of former ^ears might be 
stated at 6000 — making, in the whole, 
26,000 ; and that was the whole ex- 
tent of the numbers which it was* now 
proposed to take. The House would 
see what was the nature of the supply 
which this measure, if it succeeded to 
the .expectations formed of it, would 
require. Supposing the measure to 
produce 26 or 27,000 men, and thart 
the ordinary recruiting did not fall off 
from the usual number of 14,000, the 
government would be enabled to rea- 
lize 40,000 men, exclusive of the re- 
cruits for the foreign regiments.* He 
had already stated the average waste 
of our artny for the last four yeafs to 
have. been 25,000 men, and that the 
waste of this year ipjght be presumed 
tor amount 40 30,000. He should in 
this manner be taking prudent precau- 
tions for the proper supply of our ar- 
my. Such a supply was indispensabtvi 
in order that the great acquisitions 
which we had been enabled to make 
might not be committed to hazard, and 
that the executive •©£ the country 
,might have the power of striking some 
important blow in an interesting quar- 
ter, when occasion should admit of it. 


At no period in the history of this 
country had there ever been so great 
a proportion of our regular/orces em- 
ployed abroad as there now was ; and 
that portion of our army which was 
* stationed at home w^s reduced to nar 
rower limits than ever. •Notwithstand- 
ing the present happy temper of the 
country, which was in the enjoyment 
df tlie blessinga of pleiityj of the satis- 
faction derived from its exertions, and 
the prosperity which flowed from its 
^dustry, a temper of public mind con- 
'genial to Englishmen, still it would be 
unsuitable in the executive govern- 
ment^^ however slight •grounds there < 
might be for apprehensions of danger, 
to run any risks by stripping the 
country of the number of troops ne- 
cessary for the preservation of the 
public tranquillity. 

During the time for which the plan 
of enlisting for the militia had been 
adopted, 32,000 had been raised for 
that body, or about 10,000 men annu- 
ally, From this system having been 
so successful at the ordinary rate of 
exertion, he trusted that men enow 
might be raij^ed to cover the draughts 
intX) the line, without resorting to the 
very onerous proceedings connected 
with a ballot. At all events,* he was 
satisfied that there would be no neces- 
sity for any ballot, e3Bs:ept,,^t a period 
80 remote, tas to allow a proceeding of 
this nature without any extraordinary 
pressure on the country ; for example, 
not until the expiration of the bill 
which he should propose, which would 
be V the end of a year from next 
Christmas. He trusted, however, that 
by the increased exertion of the lieu- 
-'ist3,ricy and gentry of the different 
counties, the^ilitia might be supplied 
by men raiseefby beat of drum, with# 
out resorting at all to the ballot. He 
conceived that he had sufiiciently ex* 
plained .Uie grounds on which the bill 
was founded,* and the motives in th« 
abstract which led to it, respecting 
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which there could be but one feeling 
in the House ; he should therefore 
close, by^ desiring to be distinctly un- 
derstood as to the point whicli he had 
slated at the outset of his speech, that 
the government <\ici nor wish to appeaf 
to the public Spirit, oa individual feel- 
ings of any of the militia-men, but 
merely to withdraw obstacles which 
prevented them at prci^nt from follotV- 
ing the bent of their own natural incli- 
nation to ijerVe their country ; and that 
the executive was desirous of holding 
out all fair encouragement to any men 
desirous of so doing.” 

Mr Wynne? and some other piem- 
bers declared that it was not their wish 
to oppose the measure, although they 
conceived it to be quite subversive of 
the just and constituiiunal character of 
the militia force. — Two answers appa- 
rently decisive occurred to this objec- 
tion. In the first place, as the prac- 
tice had already pi' vailed for many 
years of treating the militia as a species 
cf foice sub idiary to the regular ser- 
vice, and as the most important advan- 
tages bad been derived from ^his ar- 
rangemtnt, the iSid to b^ obtained in 
this manner to the regular sennee 
be considered as in fact a p^rt 
of the modified constinuion of the mi* 
litia force itself. There was in the 
proposit on of ^^inisters, tlur fore, t o 
innovation — no sudden dej:^rture from 
the principles upon which ^he mi- 
litia force had b^en collected. But, 
in the second place, the extreme ur- 


ture were proposed by the ministers in 
the present great emergency of public 
affairs. Lord Castlereagh presented 
several bills to enable his majesty to 
accept the services of the different rpe. 
giments of local militia out of their re- 
spective counties, under certain restric- 
tions and regulations ; to suspend the 
intercourse act between England and 
Ireland, for the purpose of permitting 
regiments of regular militi^ .to volun- 
teer ouLof the* ordinary rotation ; and 
to enable his majesty tef augment the 
6Gth regiment to anymumber not ex- 
ceeding ten battalions. Upon opening 
his plan. Lord Castlereagh expressed 
his conviction that only one feeling per- 
vaded the House and the country,, on 
the necessity of exertion at so propi- 
'tious and so decisive a period, and on 
the propriety pf arming government 
with extraordinary means. Any thing, 
which might have a tendency to in- 
crealse the disposable force of the coun^ 
try would, therefore, meet with gene- 
ral approbation. The ends and wishes 
of government would be fulfilled by 
the additionid amount of force lately 
granted by parliament. But it became 
a question, whether the existing ar- 
rangements would be sufficient for the 
service of the interior, or whether other 
more advantageous dispositions could 
not be made to meet any exigency 
which might possibly arise. The re- 
gular and local militia were, on their 
present footing, framed and organized 
in a most excellent manner : but ac- 


gency and high importance of the casions might occur, in which the ne- 
crisis miglft well be considered ^ an cessity of those bodies being disposa- 
apoiogy, #-0 less satisfactory than the ble might urgently be felt. He did 
existence of rebellion or invasion itself not intend, lie said, to propose any al- 
for a temporary extension of the in thtir constitution and esta- 
vices of the militia beyo^nd the'Tlimits blishmciit, and would not require from 
prescribed by its first iastitution. them any other service than that which 

The measure, as proposed by Lord he felt confident would be found con- 


Castlereagh, received the sanction of sisteut with theiriPvvn spirit and good- 
J:he legislature. will, without any departure from the 

Pther measures o£ a subsidiary na- militia principle. The regulations whick 
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|ie should suggest embraced two heads, 
the local and regular militia. They 
wei*e not, if adopted, to be acted upon 
immediately ; but he only wished go- 
vernment to have the power of accept-, 
ing extended services from those bo- 
dies should any necessity arise. With 
respect to the local militia, it was lia- 
ble to be called into action on two ser- 
vices in case of rebellion or of inva- 
sion. Ilhese were not likely now to 
^lappen ; and notwithstanding^ the 
grant of force made by parliament fot* 
foreign service, and the magnitude of 
the armies which we maintain abroad, 
yet the internal strength* of tHb coun- 
try was placed on the most satisfactory 
footing. Ast long as England possess- 
ed her local militia and yeomanry, an^ 
Ireland her yeomanry, it might be said 
that an army was lefusuflicient for the 
defence of the empire. When it was 
seen what had been atchieved by the 
Silesian battalions newly raised, and 
scarcely disciplined (at least in no de- 
gree to be compared in that respect 
with our militia and yeomanry,) who 
wuuld not feel conlideSit in our own 
internal strength, and, with that de- 
scription of force alone, secure against 
all the attempts of an external enemy ? 
It was to be considered, however, that 
our country contained a large mass of 
French prisoners, who could not now 
te properly guarded without soifte new 
disposition of our force. It was indeed 
the pectiliar and strange situation of 
the enemy, that he had left in the hands 
of hi5 opponents, those of Prussia* 
Russia, brides England, and shut up 
in fortresses, such a number of prison- 
ers as would form, if collected, a lar- 
ger army than any power in LtlTt>pc • 
at present possessed. But, however it 
might become necessary to alter the*- 
nature of the services of the local mi- 
litia, it would be d«ne, he repeated, 
with as small a departure as possible 
from the principle of the institution. 
When every voice iu tb^ country and 


in parliament agreed with his majesty's 
ministers in the propriety of increasing 
and exerting our force, wh(|i they were 
invested with the powder which that 
unanimous consent created, and ho- 
noured with the <X)n|jdeiice which it 
displayed, it became their duty more 
than ever to restrict their measures 
^within due limits, and on no occasion 
whatever to abuse that a*uthority with 
which they had been qrmed,. by ex- 
ceeding the itecessities«of the case* 
♦When he proposed to extend the ser- 
vices of the local militia, he wished at 
the same time to limit them in point of 
tims« Instead of performing 28 day»* 
service in their own county, he would 
enable them to do it in another, as the 
exigency might require ; and for that 
purpose would so extend the period of 
their service, as would allow them to 
move from one county to*another. He 
thought, tlie time for going and re- 
turning included, the whole need not 
exceed six weeks. If compared with 
the points to which it might be neces- 
sary to call them, without carrying 
them to such a dia||:ance as would be 
injurious to their concerns and fami-* 
lies, he thought that period would be 
found sufjcieiit. This was al} that he 
would require from the local militia* 
As to the regular militia, he only wish- 
e*d the crown to be efnpowered to ac- 
cept theirticrvices, without the limita- 
tions whicli the law imposes. Instead 
of the present regulation, by which an 
interval of four years for the English, 
an^ six for the Irish miliWa, must in- 
tervene between tlie march of a regi- 
ment to cither country an (Tits return, 
he would propose tliat interval to be 
;c'4iv’/;ed to one year, so as to render 
that force still more disposable than it 
now was. If would not be necessary 
to employ all the militia at once ; but 
as exigencies unfolded themselves, th<? 
‘Crown woul4 call on certain regiments, 
Jto ask Whether tRey were disposed to 
exten^ tlicir services to such parti 
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where; they might be needed ? There from seven, t® any number not excce4^ 
were two other points on which he ing ten bajttalions. This, he stated, 
would askfleave to bring in bills, and would be cheaper than forming two 
which, without departing from the regiments of the same description, 
principle of the former measure, he His lordship concluded by moving for. 
conceived, wou^d give considerable en- leave to bring in a bill fcr enable his 
couragement to the transfer of service majesty to accept the services of the 
from the militia to the line. The first local militia out of their county, under 
was, that the previous years of service certain restrictive regulations.^^ 
in the militia should riot be entirely Mr Whitbread had no doubt tut 
lost by, any irtan volunteering into the this measure of the noble lord’s origi- 
line. Servicedn the West Indies count- nated in* the joyful event v:hich iiad 
edin an increased proportion j he would just taken place in Holland, and which 
propose that in the militia to be under made him desirous to Employ a larger 
an equality wifh that in the line, but force out of this country, to assist that 
such as to approximate the indiridual nation® to recover its independence, 
to the advantages which are obtained Never did a more* favourable opportu- 
by length of service in the latter. The nity present itself to exert our whole 
other related to the non-commissioned strength, with more confidence of suc- 
ofiicers in the militia, for whom he cess ; and the noble lord need not an- 
thought parliament ought long ago to ticipate any opposition from him, to a 
have legislated. Their situation was measure calculated to facilitate the 
truly unfortunate. After 25 years emapeipation of a brave people. But 
service, a serjeant was either kept in for the presence of the French prison- 
the regiment when unfit for duty, by ers, who, he siiicei ely regretted, still 
the charity of his colonel ; or if he re- remained in this country, he woulfl say 
tired, had no other provision than fid. that there never was a moment when 
a day. He would now propose, that less force was'required to conduct the 
any militia serjeant voluriieering into police at home. Tranquillity was 
the line, should, after a certain period reigning within our island ; and he 
of service, be entitled to. a certain trusted that the abundant harvest with 
s^mount of pension: The details as to which Providence bad blessed us, the 
the rate or value of previous militia ser- cheapness of provisions returning with 
vice in the first base, or the amount of returning employment, would maintain 
the pensions in the second,' he should it ; vvould dispel any apprehension of 
leave to the wisdom of parliament to its a^ain being disturbed ; and would 
settle. There was another class whose convince men, that the riots which had 
situation he could not contemplate, ?8 some time since alarmed the country, 
it was so subordinate and inferior, to were only occasioned by the dearness 
the corre^onding class in the •line, of provisions, and the want^of employ- 
without astonishment that men of any ment, and had therefore ceased with 
abilities should be found to enter it. them. There could t^e but one voice 
He meant the surgeons in the ratofti. In fSTour of our assisting the Dutch, 
in whose favour he wou^d also call on They had already so far succeeded, be- 
parliament to interfere, to approximate ^cause theirs was a contest of the pco- 
their situation to that of surgeons in pie, and not of the government. ^ Be- 
theline — The last measure he had now cause it was a contest of the govern- 
to propose would b^ tq^mpqwer his ment, and not the people, the single 
majesty to augment roe 60th regiment,, battle of Jena had crushed the Prus- 
principally composed of Torci^ncri, sian monarchy. Because the people 
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jnd not the government now waged it, 
the Prussian monarchy was restored. 
When Buonaparte maVched his im- 
mense army to the centre of the Rus- 
sian empire, the people fought, and he, 
was destroyed. Jn Sweden, the peo- 
ple had rid themselves, with a blood- 
less revolution, of an 'oppressive go- 
’ vernment, and elected m its stead that 
great captain, whom the noble lord 
had represented as the author of the 
.'plans present campaign. They 

had select^a chief out of the French' 
armies, where^he had learned to con- 
quer him under whom he had served ; 
and to the exertions oP the Swedish 
people we were therefore indebted for 
a portion of .the great results now ob- 
tained. The energies of the people, 
at the beginning of the French revo- 
lution, had repelled the hostilities of 
invading nations ; and it was not till, 
happily for Europe, the empefor of 
France stretched those energies too 
far, that his power, under the will of 
an all-wise Providence, crumbled in 
his hands. It was the people of Eng- 
land that assisted all nations, and he 
felt confident it would continue to do 
it with all its power, and with univer- 
sal spirit and satisfaction. The time 
of the year was favourable to the col- 
lection of a large force, without inju- 
ring the interests of the country. The 
agricultural labours of the year were 
over, and for a few months, thosc^men 
who before would have been wanted 
to reap the harvest and cultivate the 
ground, might be. spared to assist in 
restoring^he independence of Europe. 
In the hour and exultation of success, 


however, he wished *us not to forget 
ourselves. He did not believe that 
any attack on the liberties 4f the coun- 
try was intended, or that any effort to 
obtain an undue increase of influence 
for the crown was rflad/. Yet it should 
be remembered, that the present events- 
necessarily created a larger augmenta- 
^iou of influence than ever. He did 
not urge this* in a spirit of hostility, 
but merely as an admonitory observa- 
tion. Far fronf opposing^it in the pre- 
^sent circuipstances, he consented to it ; 
he gave it his feeble support, because 
he thought it necessary ; and however^ 
humble he might be as an individual, 
yet that support was valuable, because 
it was not given blindly, but with his 
eyes open to all the inconveniences 
with which the measures rendered ne- 
cessary by events might be attended.*' 
These important mea^iires were thus 
carried into effect with a rapidity which 
surpassed all former experience. The 
crisis was urgent in the extreme, but 
the energy of the nation proved fully 
adequate to the occasion. All parties 
united in furthering measures upon 
which it weuld have been disgraceful 
to have evinced any narrow or. selfish 
feelings ; .and the British le.gislature 
proved in this great emergency, that 
how zealous soever its individual mem- 
bers may be upon ordinary occasions, 
in vindicating the opinions, or promo- 
ting the system of a party, they readily 
and naturally coalesce, when the ho- 
nour, the interests, and the real gran- 
deur of the country, are manifestly in- 
volved in their deliberation!. 
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Thb great and universal pressure of 
the taxes, necessarily imposed far the 
support of the war, had been severely 
felt throughout the country, and, as 
our military force upon the continent 
had been increased beyond all former 
experience, loud complaints were made 
because a proportional reduction had 
not been accomplished in another most 
expensive branch ©f the public service. 
As the successes of our *arms placed 
the country* altogether beyond the 
reach o£ invasion, it was suprposed that 
a reduction in the naval establishment 
might have been safely attempted. 
This opinion, hoVever, appears to have 
been founded upon a mistalte as to the 
condition and power of the enefny. In 
no preceding year had the difficulties 
attending the due distribution of our 
naval forces* been greater than duyng 
1813. 1-^^d wc not profited b/ the 
ies'stance of the Russian fleet, we 
could not, perhaps, have made the 
navy effectual for all purposes. ^PfKt 
we nad no formidable tyfemy actually 
at sea, was among the number of our 
difficulties. It ought to be generally 
known, that, notwitbstpding the deci- 
sive blow which ha^ b<;^ struck at 
the enemy's naval i^sources, he had. 
never relaxed his maritime JfforUi, and 


that be had still fleets in most of his 
leading arsenals, ready for sea. He 
had, in fact, bCcn rapidly increasing 
his maritime forces. — The demand too 
on th? American station had been very 
great. The Baltic had also required 
a large supply of force, in consequence 
of its vicinity to military operations. 
Wc might, but for our naval exertions 
in this quarter, have seen, not a part, 
but the whole of the army of Denmark 
put in motion under tiie direction of 
Prance, — Government, therefore, had 
not unnecessarily maintained our large 
naval establishments ; if they had evinced 
a disposition in favour of a wastefq} 
expenditure, it would have been the 
business of parliament, at all times, 
to recal them to their duty* Mini- 
sters stood pledged, so soon as ciraum- 
tances would permit, to adopt every 
practicable measure of redw^*.ion. But 
it was their duty to proceed with pru- 
dence and caution, for if they had su^d- 
"deiH^ disbanaed the naval force, it 
might have been difficult, ®n an emer- 
• gency, to recal the seamen to the pub- 
lic service. 

On the 10th November, Mr Wil- 
liam Duiidas moved that 140,000 
seamen, and 31,000 marines be em- 
ployed for the ensuing ^car. On thi| 
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C osition, it was observed by Mr 
ig, that, considering the numerous, 
^ut, he believed, necessary expences, 
which the state of affairs imposed on 
the country, he was surprised that no 
relief was to be afforded from the na- 
val service ; but that, on the contrary, 
there was an excess in that department. 
It was with regret that he found this 
motion made at so very early a period 
of the session, for the aervic^ qf ISM-. 
He would “-jibt prejudge the ques- 
tion as to the necessity of the vote ; 
but in the present unsettled state of 
affairs, he could see no necessity for 
urging it immediately. Looking at 
the map of Europe, and considering 
what our navy h«id at present to do, 
he could not conceive the necessity for* 
so large an armament. ^ In France, he 
observed, that, according to the pres- 
sure of circumstances, some branches 
of public expenditure were so propor- 
tioned as to assist the necessary de- 
mands incurred by others, which were 
of a more exigent nature ; whereas we 
continued to keep up fi\Il charges in 
all 'branches, as it appeared to him, un-. 
necessarily. For years past, we had 
had nothing like a formidable enemy 
at sea ; and at the period of the battle 
of Trafalgar we had 10,000 seamen 
less than now. We had a few years 
ago all the ports of the peninsula against 
Ud, and we had the Baltic to guard, 
besides qur own operations agakist 
enemies’ colonies. There was now a 
considarable prospect of our clearing 
th^ ports of Holland." He would ven- 
ture to sSy; that there was no man, 
with tolerable iuforraatien, who fol- 
lowed up the cofiduct of ®ur navaWl- 
ministration for the last year, but must 
be surprised at the little that had been 


means. Was it meant to be contended 
that this immense armameiA was re- 
quired on the American stations, for 
assuredly no where else could it be ne- 
*cessary ? From the information he and 
many other individuals had received, 
he was inclined to think, that the force 
already on the other side of the At- 
lantic, if propqrly applied, was more 
than equal to the task it had to per- 
form. The Americans had not more 
. than 3 or 4,000 seamen to oppose to 
the 1 40,000'* this night to be voted ; 
but he was far from believing that the 
naval strength under Sir^John Warren 
had been employed to the greatest ad- 
vantage. Why, he asked, were forty 
sail stationed off the Chesapeake, to 
tlie disgrace of this country, commit- 
ting depredations, burning a few sheds, 
and taking a few stray tobacco ships, 
when three or four men of war, with 
due vigilance, would completely have 
effected the purpose ? He would ven- 
ture to assert, that one- third of the 
force now stationed off the republican 
coast, properly distributed, would be 
fully adequate to blockade the enemy’s 
harbours. It was a knovyn fact, that 
the preservation of our North Ameri- 
can possessions depended uport main- 
taining a naval superiority on the lakes ; 
but ill what condition tycre we by the 
last accoiirijs ? Our ships had been 
expelled from Lake Erie ; and on 
Lake Ontario, with all his gallantry 
and all his ability, Sir James Yeo was 
not able to face the American force 
brought against him. So that the state 
of things was this : — That *^he naval 
affairs, either here or abroad, were so 
ill 'Administered, that where a large na- 
val equipment was required, only a 
.jBmall force wai^ detached ; and where 


done effectually on the North Ameri- 
can coast. On that 8qJ)ject, he should 
not then enter particularly ; but, judg- 
ing from the vse made of our great 
navy last year, he saw no reason for 
yjfiviug to Admiralty such great 


but few vessels were necessary, an en% 
ormous fleet was stationed. 

«.Mr W. Ouijjdas would not now 
enter int>D an/winijication of the Ad- 
miralty } butif any direct motion of cen- 
sure w. re hereafter produced against 
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the board, he should be happy to meet 
and to re|ite it. Until proof of ne- 
gligence or inability were adduced, he 
knew the House of Commons too well, 
to think that th/?y would condemn.* 
With regard to the early period at 
which this vote was brought forward, 
the hon. gentleman would find, on con- 
sulting the Journals, that it was alwa)fB 
the first vote of supply of the session, 
and he (Mr Dundaw) should have 
been deficient in his duty if he had de- 
layed it longer. As to *the charge, 
that 140,000 seamen were not at this 
time necessary, the hon. gcinl^man 
had answered himself, since he ackno w- 
ledged that the navy must not be dis- 
banded ; and because we had at pre- 
sent the superiority on land, were we 
to lessen our pre-eminence at sea ? In 
this view ne policy could be worse, 
than that because a peace might per- 
haps take place, it would be fit to re- 
duce our naval strength. If at any fu- 
ture period such an event should occur, 
parliament would have the power of 
limiting our nav^l power ; but in the 
present posture of affairg Buonaparte 
could wish nothing better than to' sec 
all our ships laid up in ordinary, and 
our seamen turned adrift upon the 
country. The hon. gentleman had 
said, that our i^avy now had compa’ra- 
tively little employment. What had 
become of the enemy 's fleets formerly 
so much talked of ? — Where was the 
Toulon fleet ? — At Toulon ready to 
put to scrt on the first opportunity. 
Of how many sail did that consist ? 
Of not less than 25 or 26 sail.— In the 
Scheldt there were, how many ? — 
Twenty-seven nearly ready for^,a. — 
Was not this a formidable armament 
for our navy to meet? — At Brest,-.. 
Cherbourg, and in the Texel, there 
were also many ships, of which the 
hon. gentleman (Mrkl^.riiig) seemed 
to have no recollecfeion*. ^ 

Mr Croker stated, “ Aiat not long 


ago the French fleet in the mouth df 
the Scheldt amounted to 16 sail of .the 
line, to all appearance ready for service. 
In the Texel there were not less than 
five, sometimes ten, in the same con- 
dition of preparatioil. Although some 
might believe thjt the enemy had with- 
drawn many of ids seamen from his- 
fleets, yet it would have been r.n im- 
proper confidence on the part of go- 
vernment, on ’a public rumopr, so to 
reduce our armaments permit 

them, so near to our ,own roasts, to 
move abniii, irisufficientlv watched and 
guaicVd. The hon. m' tuber’s opinion 
concerning the Toulon flc' t was mon- 
strous ; since it was but I'/cently that 
jjovernment was accused ot neglect in 
that quarter, of having a naval force 
inferior to thaj of the enemy ; parti- 
cularly on the occasion of L’Emeriau^s 
once coming out to sea, and returning 
to harbour. Did not an enemy's force 
of 50 sail of the line require watching ? 
If the Admiralty were the victims of 
those illusions of the hon. member, 
they would «hideed become liable to 
reproach. As to the time at which 
the motion was now made, it became 
necessary to make it in the last month 
of the last year's expenditure. It was 
also nec<'ssary that our brave seamen 
should be paid and fed ; but then it 
might be said, “ put it off till Janua- 
ry." Why, the necessity of this mo- 
tion was among the other important 
reasons, why parliament was assembled 
so soon this session f But all that was 
now intended or proposed was, to V5>te 
one half of what was wanfeJ. All the 
civil part of the naval expenditure, 
ne^ buildings, repairs', and other items, 
on which a difference of opinion might 
fairly arise, were kept back for the 
period of the ordinary estimates, three 
or four months hence. Government 
might have adopted another mode, by 
proposing a rateable j3um, for a few 
months' expenditure but they had 
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flot done so, because they must then 
haye ‘forced upon the Hotfse, at that 
early period, the’ whole affairs of tht 
naval department, to be printed and 
voted. It was thought much prefera- 
ble to ask, now, for no more than what 
appeared necessary for the payment of 
.our seamen, and the expenses of our 
ships actually at sea ; leaving all the 
rest for* future consideration and dis- 
ciLB<;ion, 'Whenever the hon-n member 
should tTR¥l%»proper to move any*pro- 
positions on tjiis subject, he should 
have, as far as his (Mr C.'s) humble 
abilities went, every assi^taiict^ in his 
power to afford him^ being confident 
that an enquiry would redound to the 
credit of the Admiralty, and prove the 
hon. member to be misinformed. 
could not tell why Sir J. Warren had 
30 pennants in the Chesapeake ; but 
the hon. member might be a better 
admiral than Sir J. Warren, ^fhat 
admiral was responsible for his con- 
duct. He had done what he thought 
proper in his situation. With 120 
pennants, he might have*had 30 in the 
CUe’sapeake : He did not know that 
he had, and he thought he had not. 
He wished to put in his plea for those 
brave officers and men who had been 
l^lockading that coast during dreadful 
wcarher, that their characters might 
rwt be hinted away. He wished the 
officers had not been alluded to. The 
naval, adjpinistration would be found 
perfectly ready to defend itself ; and 
as to 'the officers, he hoped the House 
an^ the country hacffull confidence in 
them ; flTT^vhat had they not to ac- 
knowledge or to expect, from the 
triad skill, and \alour of* British c^a- 
men The resolutions were put and 
carried. 

The early meeting of parliament 
this session, had beep occasioned by 
the very singular circumstances of the 
times, and by necessity of obtain- 
ing parliament^y sanction in support 


of the measures adopted for'^raising the 
extraordinary supplies r^i]|red for the 
service of the country, liiis crisis had 
been forcscen^by the ministers during the 
last session, and whgn, in the month of 
June, 1813, ihcy cofiimunicated to, 
parliament the terms of the loan, which 
had been contracted for the service of 
that year, they intimated their deter* 
mination, at the same time, to resort 
to any other measures o^a similar na- 
ture, which the state of affairs might 
demand.— On the 15th of Novembert 
the Chancellor of tlie Exchequer ac- 
corc^jngly transacted a Iban of twenty- 
two millions, and on the same day he 
came down to the House of Com- 
mons, to explain the motives and the 
policy of the measure he had adopt- 
ed. He remarked, that it would 
not be necessary for him .at present to 
go at any considerable length into the 
articulars of the supplies which had 
een voted, and the sums which were * 
necessary for the carrying on the pub- 
lic business of the country. He should 
merely observe, that 13 millions had 
been voted fqr the naval service ; that 
tw« issues of Exchequer, balls of five 
millions, and two millions and a half, 
had been made, and that the whole sum 
voted amounted to about 27 millions. 
The ways and means tmmeet the public 
exigencies were only the annual taxes, 
amounting to about three millions, 
and the sum to be raised by the loan 
concluded that morning. Before en- 
tering on the particulars of the loan, 
he wQuld proceed to explain some of 
the circumstances con necte<f with it. 
He believed it was unusual for a loan 
to be contracted before a former loan 
had been altogether paid up. In the 
..month of Junl^ last, when the loan 
took place for the service of 1813, it 
had been stated, that government did 
not consider tt^selves precluded from 
resorting to ^ny otJier measure of a si- 
ifiilar naturej which the public service 
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in tlie course of tbc year, mijrht ren- 
der it iiece(^sary to adopt. It had been 
«aid, however, to the contractors, that 
it was believed such sums had been 
granted by parjian.ent as would in all 
.probability be adeqaate*^to the exigen- 
cies of the public service. Some time 
before the meeting of parliament, it 
became obvi5us to his uiajesty’s mini- 
«ters, thfit it would be necessary to ap- 
ply to parliament for a farther supply ; 
not only from the additionjal cxpences. 
of the public service, but also from 
others not in contemplation at the 
time of the former loan. The^ ..Ex- 
chequer bills had been issued on as fa- 
vonrdble terms as could have been ex- 
pected ; but certain circumstances, fa- 
vourable to the public credit of the 
country, rendered it not advisable that 
the market should be stocked with 
them to any great amount. Persons 
holding Exchequer bills were desirous 
of disposing of them for the sake of 
laying out the produce in the public 
funds. Under these circumstances, it 
was thought neqessary, that the loan 
should be greater than ,j,vhat the cir- 
cumstances of the public service len- 
dcred absolutely' necessary. A loan, 
to the amount of 10 or 11 millions, 
would have enabled government to 
carry on the b^isines.s of the country 
till the usual period of application to 
parliament. But, by way of relieving 
the Exchequer market, liis majesty s 
ministers found it the general opinion, 
that it wpuld be better to combine 
two operations at once, and to raise 
such a sum of money at present, as 
would render it unnecessary for some 
months to come before parliament, 
and to issue any additioj;ial Exchequer 
bills. The loan, ther^ore, amounted 
to the sum of 22 millions. It was 
considered advisable, under all the cir- 
cumstances pf this c#5ej,^..that a prefer- 
ence should be giden fo .the \:ontract- 
ors for the last loan, altiio\igh they hid 


no right to any such preference, iif 
consequence of an express stipulation 
in their 9 on tract. , It was the interest, 
however, of all parties, with a view td 
the consequences in the money mark- 
et, that the last contractors should 
have a preference. Upon these prin- 
ciples, the transactions of that morn- 
ing had taken place, and he hoped 
the bargain would be found extreme- 
ly advantageous to the public. The 
amount of the sum to boTaised was, 
as he had already stated, 22 millions. 
It was agreed, that for every l(X)/. mo- 
ney sutyscrib^d, the contributor should 
be entitled to IIQ/. in the Three per 
Cents. Instead of the portion in the 
Long Annuities, as was the case last 
year, the whole of the remaining 
sum was taken jji the 3 per cent. Con- 
solidated Annuities. Every 100/. ad- 
vanced was, therefore, entitled to 110/. 
in the Reduced, and 67/. in the Con- 
solidated Annuities. This, when com- 
pared with the terms of the loan of 
last summer, would be found highly 
advantageous^ to the country, as 
nearly 2 per cent, less was given to 
subscribers than in June last. The 
loan was in other respects more fa- 
vourable. The whole amount of the 
annuity to subscribers in June last, 
was F,L 105. Qd, per cent. ; in the pre- 
sent^oan it was 5L 65. The bar- 
gain of that day with the contractors i 
therefore, was concluded at an imerest 
of 5L 6s. 2d. In other respects the 
loan was not less favourable. The es- 
timated profits ot last loan amounted 
to 4 per cent. ; the estimated profits 
that morning were not more than Si. 
6s. per cent.*, and thc“ discount 55. 6d. 
He had heard in llie course of the 
day, that the premium in the market 
already amounted to per cent. He 
had thus made ^ bargain which he ho- 
ped would be every way acceptable to 
the House and the coujitry. He might 
be allowed to meiitic^, by the bye^ 
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t^at the loan of that day took place 
under .very favourable circumstances. 
Instead of forcing a loarf on the mo- 
nied men, several of the most respect- 
able gentlemen of the city seemed ra- 
ther anxious to force a loan on the 
government. The next thing to be 
considered was, the charge on the 
Country, created by this loan. There 
was allotted to it a sinking fund of 
er cent, -ip the manner pointed out 
y the year.* So that* in 

this year, without laying any additi- 
ihial burden on*the public, it would 
be possible to comply with th .t act, 
and lay the foundation for tlie redemp- 
tion of the debt created, in a manner 
highly advantageous to the public. 
Stock created in the 3 per 

cent Reduced . L. 24,200,000 
In the Consolidated # 14,740,(X)0 

Making together 38,940,000 
The interest amounted to 1,168,200 
Sinking Fund .... 584,100 
Charges of management . 11,6^2 

Total annual charge • 1,763,982 

The interest paid on the last loan 
was, as had been stated, 5 . 10^'. 6d, 
per cent. ; the interest on the loan of 
the year preceding the last also ex- 
ceeded that of the present loan, which 
in *|)oint of terms was more satisfac- 
tory than any since the year 181J. 
BeforC*lie>8at down, he had great sa- 
tisfactipn in being able to state to the 
House, that the revgpie of the last 
quarter haj[^ experienced a consider- 
able increase— that quarter exceeded 
by 1,900,000/. t]ie revenue of the 
corresponding quarter of the prece- 
ding year.” 

The resolutions resulting from the 
statements in the speech of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequ^ were agreed 

to* 

A discussion Vespecting the sub- 
sidies which had been granted^ by 
,.VOL. VII. PART I. 


the British governmeAt in its treaties 
with foreign powers, occimied the 
House of Commons on the 17th of 
November. Upon this subject, Lord 
iCastlereagh gave an ample and candid 
exposition, which was limited in its 
details only by* the secrecy and ho- 
nour required in his ofScial situation. 

began by expressing .his regret, 
« that in calling bn the House to make 
provision for the fiilfilmefit of’these 
treaties, he was not in a Situation to 
lay before them all the engagements 
with foreign powers into which his 
majesty had entered in she course of 
the ye«r. But he trusted, that his 
not being able to do so would not be 
attributed to any neglect on the part 
, of the executive government ; as, when- 
ever the treaties to which he alluded 
were produced, the House would ob- 
serve, on a reference to the*dates, that 
there had not been time to exchange 
the ratifications, a form indispensable 
before any document of that nature 
could be laid on the table. At the 
same time, it appeared so material, be- 
fore calling on the House to make any 
* further provisibn on this subject, tor 
put them in possession, of fhe general 
nature and extent of the engagements 
which had been entered into by bis 
majesty’s government, ^at he felt it 
would be very unsatisfactory, and even 
unfair, in hi8 majesty’s government, 
willing asparliament had evinced itself 
on the present occasion, to call upon 
it t(\ make a considerable further pro- 
visiony without at least gi^ng the' 
House %ome notion of the proportion' 
wliich the proposed provision bore to 
the general expenditure on the same 
head. He was anxious, on another 
consideration al^ to bring every thing 
Connected with this subject into one 
point of view. The motive was ob- 
vious. It was highly desirable that 
forygn pojyers^sho^u^ look in a col- 
lected view affhe exertions which this 
country |itid made in their behalf. 
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Faipful as was the task, his majesty’s 
governm^xit had felt it their duty to 
resist ma^iy applications for aid which 
they would have been most happy to 
grant, and an acquiescence in which^ 
if acquiescence had been practicable, 
would doubtless have been in the 
highest degree beneficial to the com- 
mon cause. But the limited nature 
of the resources of the country had 
compelled them in some cases to deny 
altogether and in otners materially t6 
narrow, the assistance which had been 
required of them. It was extremely 
desirable, therefore, that foreign pow- 
ers should have an opportunity /of see- 
ing the aggregate of the exertions 
which Great Britain had made for the 
interest and advantage of the world ; ^ 
and of being convinced, that if their 
wishes had not met with the fullest 
and most prompt concurrence of the 
British government, it arose from the 
necessarily restricted character of the 
British resources. With respect to 
that aid which had been granted, he 
was persuaded that no other sentiment 
had influenced the crown in its distri- 
bution, than an anxious wish to ap- ^ 
portion it in the mode best calculated 
to promote the general interest. In 
the first place, he wished to draw the 
attention of the House to the means 
that were last’ session placed by par- 
liament at the disposal of the execu- 
tive government ; to the purposes to 
which those means had been applied ; 
and to the probability that they would 
be adequate to cover the expenditure 
(under the name of aid) of the«present 
year ; and then to consider what k 
might be necessary to do with refer- 
ence to the approaching year; without, 
however, chaining down the discre- 
tion either of parliament or of the exv 
ecutive government on the subject. He 
had great satisfaction in stating what 
had been done iq aid Hif qpe clasVof 
those to whom it Kad^^been judged 
necessary to extend the assistance of 


this country. Independently of t|ie 
glorious services of our own army hi 
the peninsula — ^independently of the, 
direct aid that bad been given to Spain 
and Portugal, indirect aid had been 
afforded to the Spanish and Portu* 
guese armies to a considerable extent*. 
It frequently occurred that they were 
in utter want of military stores and 
equipments. Under these, circum- 
stances, it was impossible, to allow 
the service to stand still in idany 
instances, the necessities of those ar- 
mies had been supplied from our owfi 
commissariat. The aid which had 
been granted to Spain during the last 
year, in money,, stores, &c. amounted ' 
to about two million?* Parliament 
had not been called upon to afford 
this assistance formally as a subsidy ; 
it having been thought most advanta- 
geous to give it in a liberal manner^ 
ratjier than under any specific engage- 
ment. The provision which parlia- 
ment had made for the service of Por- 
tugal, for the last two years, was two 
millions. For Sicily 400,000/. had 
been voted , for Sweden one million. 
Added to which, parliament, at’ the 
close of the session, agreed to a vote 
of credit to the amount of five mib 
lions. He was happy to state to the 
House, that the sum which had thus 
been placed at the disposal of the crown, 
would cover the engagements entered 
into by his majesty for the existing 
year. The particular dist^bliuon of 
it would be regularly laid on the table 
of the House a later period of the 
session. Four millions appro- 
priated to the payment of the subsi- 
dies with the foreign powers (a great 
portion of which had alreaay been 
remitted ; ) and the remainder was re- 
served for the purpose of reimbursing 
those departments of the state, from 
which military stores had been for- 
warded for the use of the continent. 
And here he would mbserve, that no 
mode of assistance was so advantage- 
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ou8» both to ourselves and to the 
countries to which it was *extended, 
is that to which had just alluded ; 
and that it was but an act of duty on 
his part to speak in terms of high ad- 
ihiration of the activity with which 
^the department of the public service 
l^rincipally concerned had carried into 
effect the object in view. In the mere 
article of small arms, in addition to 
the, great •expenditure ^nd waste of 
otir own we had in the* course 

f f the year sent half a million of mus- 
ets to Spain* and Portugal, and 
400,000 to other parts of the conti- 
nent > as subsidiary aid — an exertion 
which, he repeated, reflected the great- 
est credit on the head and all the mem- 
bers of that department of the public « 
service by which it was effected. 

** Having stated the general amount 
of the assistance that had been given 
to the different continental poweii in 
the course of the year, he would pro- 
ceed to a more detailed and particular 
statement. And first, with respect to 
Sweden. The House would recollect, 
tha^,*by the treaty concluded with that 
power, and which had received the* 
sanction of parliament, the sum of a 
million, to be paid to her, was to co- 
ver her exertions to October last. The 
treaty expressly stipulated, that on the 
of October, 1813, the contracting 
parties should concert any further en- 
gageigeuts that might appear expedi- 
ent. ** In '‘point of fact, instructions 
had be^n given on our part, some time 
before the expiration* of that period, 
to the Brilfsh minister at the Swedish 
court, to renew our subsidiary engage- 
mei^s with Sweden for ithe ensuing 
year. But, from the nature of the 
campaign, and from the state of the 
weather, he (Lord C.) was not in 
possession of the proceedings under 
those instructions, file was, there 
fore, not justified in pronouncing what 
might or might not have been the 


course of the negoefations ; but he 
felt warranted in the genyal state- 
ment, that in all likelihooa our en- 
gagements with Sweden, for the cn- 
•suing year, would not materially dif- 
fer Som those ^hich*we4iad held with 
that power during the present. As 
to the policy of renewing those en- 
gagements, he ^apprehended, in the 
present circumstances of the war, and 
after the experiepce which^wc had had 
of the conduct of Sweden in the last 
campaign, there would be no differ- 
ence of opinion. Whatever objection, 
and on fair grounds, might have been 
made*ft) the policy of the original con- 
tract ; after all that had since occur- 
red, be presumed no such objection 
could by possibility be repeatea. He 
said this because he was sure the 
House could not fail to recollect the 
manner in which Sweden had fulfil- 
led the treaty, by providing the full 
ainaunt of the force which she had 
stipulated to provide; which force, 
brought to the North of Germany, in 
conjunction with the body under Ge- 
neral Walmoden, had* added not less 
thai^ 50,000 rflen to the general exer- 
tions which had been m&de in * the 
North of Europe. When the amount 
of tliis force was considered — when 
wa§ also considered theyenergetic con- 
duct of the Prince Royal of Sweden, 
who, magnanimously declining objects 
purely Swedish, had abstained from 
any separate effort, and had offered to 
the^allies three distinct plans of gene- 
ral elertion for the campaigfl, it must 
be alloVed that he had acquitted him- 
self with the utmost spirit in the com- 
mon cause, and laid the foundation for 
the glorious results which had follow- 
ed. It was nef #mall credit to that il- 
'lustrious personage, that, thrown at 
the commencement of the war into a 
situation of extreme difiBculty, called 
to the command ofjan army composed 
ofi many nations, himself a foreigner. 
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tnany of his regiments recently raised, 
dnd of a description which would not 
allow an)! military man to estimate 
their strength by their number, placed 
at the head of such a force, in oppo- 
sition to the^best troops of France, 
instead of permitting ^ the French to 
capture the Prussian capital (an in- 
tention which they haci openly an- 
nounced,) he assembled his army with 
unexa^npled^ rapidity in front of that 
capital, andowith inferior means foiled 
all the efforts of the enemy at the very 
outset of the campaign, and, in con- 
junction with the force under that ve- 
teran, whom to nam-j was honojyrably 
to distinguish. General Bliicher, cau- 
sed them a loss of at lea<«t 40,000 men. 
Although it certainly was impossible 
to contemplate without pain the situ- 
ation in which, at the commencement 
of the campaign, Hamburgh was left 
by the operations wliich he had just 
described, it was a great consolation 
to reflect, that from the misfortunes 
which Hamburgh had then sustained, 
would probably be derived her ulti- 
mate security. .It was his firm con- 
viction, on military prirv:iple^’, that if 
the army qf the Crown Prince had 
been diffused instead of concentrated, 
not only Hamburgh would still have 
falleil, but Berlin would have fallen, 
and the fate cf the whole campaign 
would have been uselessly sacrificed. 
Having said so much with re,8pect to 
Sweden, he would proceed to speak 
of our treaties with Russia and Prus- 
sia. He was perfectly prepare^} to 
admit, that the aid pledged by this 
countiyin her conventions with those 
powers was greater than any she had 
ever before been called upon to afford. 
This aid w^as of two /iescriptions — 
direct subsidy, and the^credit of Great 
Britain on the continent, to the amount 
of 5,000,000/. ; the subsidiary part of 
the engagement referring to the pie- 
•ent, the assistant; by to the 


ensuing year. On this latter point, a 
difference „ would be found to. exist 
between the original and the supple- 
mentary convenlions. In the original 
convention, the House would perceive 
that the subsidy was coiitemplattd ; 
but in the supplementary conventioa 
it was deemed wise to provide that 
there should be no admixture of th^ 
credit of Great Britain with the Cre- 
dit of any foreign power ; a. junction 
which, in the first instance^* was pro- 
posed should take place. ' 

The noble lord dwvlt upon the im^ 
portance of the improvement which 
this ciiange^of system introduced, by 
enabling our alliens to pursue their ope- 
rations with more effect, while it left 
this country at liberty to follow its own 
arrangements. As to the treaties to 
which this chasge referred, they were 
entered into, he said, shortly after the 
conclusion of the armistice ; but in- 
structions respecting their negociation 
were forwarded so early as April. His 
majesty’s ministers, indeed, had very 
early formed their resolution ; and the 
general grou.id upon which they pro- 
.posed to act was, to assist, to tne fit- 
most extent of the means within their 
reach, the great powers with whom 
they were allied. With that view they 
made the advance stated to Russia 
and Prussia. They thought it pecu- 
liarly proper to enable these powers 
to call all their natural faculties into 
action, in order to sustain tlftflittpor- 
tant object for which they were con- 
federated. They felt, that the only 
chance of overcoming tlyj. common 
enemy, and restoring the world to that 
state of public order, ^of which it had 
been so long'bereaved, consisted in the 
establishment of a great bulwark, or 
rallying point, which the effective uni- 
on and vigorous co-operation of those 
two great powers was, with certain 
aids, so eminently calculated to afford. 
Without the cstablishrfient, indeed, of 
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tVis bulwark, the collection or opera- 
tion df the force under Walmoden 
would have been found impracticable. 
Hence the propriety of contributing, 
on our part, to the establishment 
luded to was obvious, and would, he 
had no doubt, meet the approbation 
of the House. As to the meritorious 
conduct of the powers whom we had 
thus aid’ed, there could not, he felt 
confident,* exist a doubt in that House 
of in the’lC'crantry. The progress* of 
^he exertions, the rapidly victorious 
atrides which marked the career of 
the Emperor of Russia, were fuljy no- 
torious ; but the demcandur of that 
monarch towards this^fcountry was pe- 
culiarly entitled to praise. The steps 
taken by him, in concurrence with 
this country, to authorise the propo- 
sition of Austria to treat with France 
for the restoration of peace, were pe- 
culiarly judicious. It was, indeed, 
unquestionably right, that Austria 
should make a trial of the disposition 
of the enemy towards peace, if it were 
only to satisfy its own su^^jects of the 
uecfs^ity which impelled her to take 
the part which that power had since 
so gallantly performed. Austria did, 
therefore, perfectly in a spirit of good 
faith, propose her mediation to France; 
but she had too much knowledge of 
thg character of the French govsrn- 
ment not to for«see the result of her 
expegjpent, and not to make adequate 
preparatiolis for the result. Austria 
did theq make the most complete ar- 
rangements. The artivity of Russia 
too, was, particularly signal ; for, on 
the re-opening of the campaign, on the 
17tlvof August, that power had actu- 
sdly in the field the full complement of 
men which she had promised to her al- 
lies, with the addition of a large reserve, 
besides another army collecting on 
her frontiers. Thus the Emperor of 
Russia had not ^nly expelled the ene- 
my from his frontiers, but, having 
passed those frontiers with a powerm 


army, brought General Bennigsen, 
with a reserve, to aid the|cemmoA 
cause, and replaced the latter with an. 
other army on his frontiers. Such wa$ 
Ithe magnanimous coaduct of this so- 
vereign, who, after deli/ering his own 
country, conveyed his powerful armjf 
into the dominions of others, in order 
t9 rescue them^from oppression — to 
restore their liberties. With that ge- 
nerous view, his •great geperals, who 
.hjd in their own country evinced such 
distinguishecf capacity to execute the 
highest purposes of war, were in the 
territories of the allies Appointed to 
act a subordinate part in the command 
even of Russian troops. Such a cir- 
cumstance was rarely to be found— 

' was perhaps, in every view, without fi 
parallel. It furnished, indeed, a con- 
clusive proof of the liberality of the 
councils which regulated the govern- 
ment of Russia, to have her general^ 
so disposed of — the most eminent act- 
ing under Prince Schwartzenburgh, 
General Blucher, and the Crown Prince 
of Sweden. In fact, no Russian ge« 
neral whatever jiad a predominant com- 
mand, the whole being placed under 
commanders of vthose countries for 
whose redemption the Russian *army 
had so gallantly fought— the Russian 
government thus acting towards the 
other inemb^s of the confederacy in 
the true ^irit of alliance, and honour^ 
able confidence.— The Russian gOf 
vernment had, indeed, throughout, 
dispdayed a degree of liberality, only 
to be equalled by the valour of it 9 
army. The pecuniary contribution, 
therefore, of this country, to such a 
power, employed in such a cause, was, 
he was persuac^ed, not merely secure 
^against objecti(Ai, but deserving of 
praise. But the contribution to Prus- 
sia would, he had no doubt, be equally 
applauded by tiiat House, by the coun- 
tiy, and by-Europef The exertions 
of •Prussia were indeed unparalleled ; 
and it w?.s perhaps the most extraor- 
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dinary feature ih the present war, that 
that country, which was most depress- 
ed by thi enemy — which was most ex- 
hausted by the plunder and devasta- 
tion of France, had been found to make 
the greatest cs'xer^ion— had been found 
to overcome appareiilly insurmount- 
able difficulties, by raising its army to 
a level with that of the greatest povfer 
in Europe connected’with the confe- 
deracy* Prussia had, in fact, been 
able to provide an army of no less ( in- 
cluding its garrisons) than 200,000 
men, thus equalling the amount of the 
Russian force. In stating this asto- 
nishing evidence of zeal and ability on 
the part of that regenerated country, 
he could not forbear from doing jus- 
tice to the merit of that distinguished . 
individual, General Scharnhorst, who 
so gloriously fell at the battle of Lut- 
zen, and w'ho most materially contri- 
buted to promote the resurrection of 
the military power of Prussia. But the 
merit of that gallant officer was most 
successfully emulated by his success- 
or, General Eisenau ; and here he had 
to state a fact, which proved that the 
period of the armistice Vas not wasted 
in indolence— that our allies were not 
by that transaction lulled into inacti- 
vity by any delusive hope ; for, by the 
conclusion of the armistice, General 
Eisenau had succeeded in raising 70 
battalions for the service of Prussia, 
50 of whom were among the army 
which acquired such eminent distinc- 
tion under General Blucher. It would 
not, he was persuaded, be rating the 
militai^ exertions of Prussia tOo high 
to say, that in the present war it had 
exceeded any distinction it had ever 
attained under the great Frederick, 
whether its characterjJiras to be appre- 
ciated by the amount, the skill, thd 
valour, or the success of its army. In 
fact, Prussia was never known at aay 
former period to l^avepdsses^d so large 
an army ; and it formed a source^ of 
peculiar satisfaction and surprise, that 
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this army, so suddenly rmei from 
among a« people so long oppresBed^ 
should have been found competent to 
contend against; and to conquer, the 
bravest troops cf France. Such a ciri> 
cumstance was indeed eminently cal- 
culated to justify confidence, or at leasjt 
to cncoura^ hope, as to the result of 
the war. But here he felt it proper 
to observe, that it would be* contrary 
to the principle of his majesty’s minir 
sters, t6 allow any immodsrfite hope to 
sway their decisions on any military 
results, however brilliant ; or to with- 
draw their minds from a due coneideri- 
ation'" of that which was the only legi- 
timate object of war, namely, the at- 
tainment of peace. To that object# 
indeed, they were prompted to attend# 
not only by their conceptions of duty# 
but by their views of interest That 
object, however, they felt most likely 
to be attained by duly seconding the 
exertions of ur allies ; and under that 
consideration he had not the slightest 
doubt, that that House and the pub 
lie would fully approve of what mini- 
sters conceived to be their duty, name- 
ly, to make the pecuniary grants he 
had described. 

“ Now, as to Austria, he hoped it 
would be felt, that in advancing any 
pecuniary aid that might be deemed 
necessary, to sustain the movements 
of that great military power, ministers 
should be limited only by l^}e limits 
of our own resources. It Craslmpos- 
sible for any man not highly to ap- 
preciate the assistance which Austria 
was capable of afibrding. -^ut, greatly 
as he valued and desired that object, 
he felt satisfied that the co-operation 
of Austria was not to be obtained# 
but through the conviction of Austria 
itself tliat France was not willing to 
concur in any equitable settlement of 
the affairs of Europe. That convicr 
tion alone could, he was persuaded# 
urge Austria to embark in the war. 
Austria, indeed, saw that the enemy 
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WM adverse to the proposition even of 
an imperfect arrangement ; tthat any 
thing like a pacific settlement of £u« 
rope was not to be looked for from 
the power which had so long disturb- 
ed its order. Austria then^ slow and 

• unwilling as she seemed to be, became 
assured that the enemy was resolute- 
ly bent upon struggling, by arms, 
to hold Europe in a state of subju- 
gation. Hence Austria was urged 
to* take the part which she *had»8o 
nobly performed $ and that part was, 
he had no doubt, materially attributa- 
ble to the moderation of the allie^ who 
manifested a proper deference fo the 

* opinion of a power so important. They 
therefore paid due attention to the pro- 
position of Austria, to mediate with , 
France ; taking care, however, not to 
commit themselves to a!!iy principle in- 
consistent with their own interests. 
But Austria having made a similar 
proposition to France, the experiment 
tailed, and hence that power was led 
to engage in the war, at once by the 
forbearance of the allies, and the 
unchangeably hostile dfsposition of 
France. This he felt was not the* 
time to discuss transactions with re- 
gard to which there was not yet any au- 
thentic information before the House ; 
but yet he thought it necessary to 
n^ke a few observations, in ord^r to 
remove a false impression, which was 
too ly^lv to be produced by the re- 
mar^^f^n Hon. Member on a for- 
mer occasion. That Hon. Member 
(Mr Whitbread) oppressed a wish 
that the«fd1ie8 should be disposed to 
conclude a peace upon the terms for- 

“*mcjfly proposed 4 which e;;cpre 85 ion, no 
doubt, the Hon. Member afterwards 
corrected, so far as regarded terms 
professing only to advert to thtf* 
same basis of pacification/’— Now, it 
was not consistent wfth the fact, that 
any basis or system of pacification was 
tv»r offered to France by the allies, 


and of course it could not be intei^d 
to depart from any system in conse* 
^ence of a change of circumstances* 
Yet from the Hon. Members expres* 
rion it might be inferred, either that 
the former pacific prcfpofition, alluded 
to by him, was hiadequate ; or, if ade* 
quate, that the allies were likely to be 
le^ by the late military successes to 
abandon it, in order to press some ex- 
orbitant demands— while in point of 
fact no such proposition as that in the 
contemplation of the Hon. Member 
was ever made. It was merely at* 
tempted by Austria to^ mediate be- 
tweenpythe allies and France ; and the 
conditions stated, were only those up- 
on which that power was willing to 
become the mediator. But to the 
grounds of these conditions the allies 
were in no degree pledged; and it 
must be recollected, that those condi- 
tions did not at all touch any points 
affecting the particular interests of this 
country ; that this country was in no 
respect a party to the transactions; 
that those conditions were, in fact, li- 
mited to the continetvt. France, how- 
ever, having rejected those conditions, 
no bope of pacification remaine<]l, and 
Austria itself was in no degre^e pled- 
ged to them ; for that power distinct- 
ly declared in its ultimatum, which had 
been published to th? world, that if 
France did ftot agree to the conditions 
alluded *to, she (Austria) would not 
hold herself bound to them, but resort 
to.arms and* seek to conquer peace* 
Hexce it was evident, thas no party 
whatever was pledged to t^ condi- 
tions referred to. Indeed, no terms 
of peace had ever been mentioned as 
the basis of any treaty to be conclu- 
ded between the allies and France. 

** But upon the important subject of 
peace, he hoped the House and the 
country were willing to confide in his 
majesty’^ gd^emment. Nothing had, 
be trusted) appefred or occurred in 
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conduct of government which 
^ould induce par&ment or the pub* 
lie to witfihold that confidence^no- 
thing wa3, he believed, to be collected 
from the speech of the Prince Regent,, 
or from any part of the proceedings 
of his majesty^s ministtrs, which could 
justify a doubt of their anxiety to con- 
clude a peace, whenever peace, in the 
just sense pi the word, could be ob- 
tained. But while he calculated that 
those who were most anxious for peace 
had reason to rely upon the sincere d«- 
sire of his majesty’s government to ob- 
tain it, he flattered himself with the 
enjoyment of equal credit witlv‘tho8e 
who were most solicitous for the just 
rights and dignity, for the permanent 
honour and safety of the empire. The 
solicitude of government for peace 
had, indeed, been evinced on every Ic- 
itimate occasion. Even after the 
attle of Leipsic, which might well 
he ^aid to decide the contest on the 
continent, was there to be found in 
the Regent’s speech any appearance 
of that spirit of intoxication which 
such a splendid victory might be sup- 
posed to produce f Did the satisfac- 
tion inspired by triumph diminisn at 
any tim^ the express solicitude of go- 
vernment for peace ? Was noc the 
same language which appeared in the 
Speech used in reply to the propositibn 
of Austria in the month of April last, 
after stating the grounds upon which 
government were precluded from ac- 
cept in^> the mediation of. that power, 
in conscqi\jence of its connection with 
France, and in consequence also of a 
decoration which, according to a trick 
of diplomacy Recently very common 
in France, was made to the French se- 
nate, that the dynasty of Buonaparte 
did reign and should continue to reign 
in Spain ? — Here the noble lord read, 
from the repi) deiivered to the Aus- 
trian minister in A |)ril, the passage he 
alluded to $ namely, that his ma- 


jesty’s government had no dispositioct 
to interfere with the honour and just 
pretensions of France. From this land 
other facts he had quoted, he express^ 
ed a hope that his majesty’s minis-^ 
ters might, calculate upon the confi- 
dence of their country as to their dis^ 
position towards peace ; that, indeed, 
they never would be suspected of for- 
getting that all the exertions- used in 
war could have no other Jegitimatc 
object than peace ; and that the mo’st 
successful results of the one could be 
valuable only as they tended to the ac- 
complishment of the other. 

As a farther evidence of the de- 
sire of ministers for the attainment 
of peace, he referred to. their conduct 
in the month of August last, when 
they communicated to Russia their 
readiness to accept the proffered me- 
diation of Austria ; and that, too, 
aftew intelligence had been received of 
the battle of Vittoria. This fact he 
quoted as a pretty clear proof that 
victory, however brilliant, could not 
withdraw his majesty’s government 
from its anxious solicitude for peace* 
’Though they had agreed to accept 
the mediation of Austria in August, 
while a similar proposition was reject- 
ed in the preceding April, the House 
must be aware of the difference of cir- 
cumstances which produced the change 
of decision on the part of his majesty’s 
government — Austria having been in 
April the ally of France, while i^fAu- 
gust she appeared in the character of 
an armed mediator* France, too, had 
in the interval relaxed its pnetensiona 
with respect to Spain ; leaving that as 
a question for discussion, instead of as- 
serting an indisputable claim. No part, 
indeed, of the conduct of government 
could be fairly said to indicate any in- 
disposition towards peace. But he ho- 
ped that it woidd not he deemed in- 
consistent with a proper anxiety for 
peace, to discourage any idle, 
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discussions upon the subject. His 
majesty’s government certainly pro- 
teitfed against the idea ofentering into 
^ m congress without Uay satisfactory 
' .understanding as to the ends in view^ 
or any ground of palculation as to the 
extent of the discussion ; because there 
was too much reason to apprehend, 
that such a meeting might serve only 
to chill the exertions of the confede- 
racy, to <yi the mind of Europe with 
false hopes, and to lead individuals 
into injurious speculations ; while it 
would enable the enemy to practise 
delusion upon the people of France. 

The noble lord recapitulafed the 
amount of the grants to Russia and 
Prussia ; adding, that the advance to 
Austria, which, consisting of bills o^ 
credit, would not form an immediate 
deduction from our fiflances, amount- 
ed to one million, together with 
100,000 stand of arms, and a 4arge 
. quantity of military stores. The sub- 
sidiary engagement entered into with 
Russia and Prussia would, he obser- 
ved, terminate in January, and that 
with Austria in March ;*but these en- 
gagements would, of course, be renews 
cd should the war continue. In this 
case, then, he could not calculate that 
the expenditure of the country, on 
these grounds, would in the next year 
fall below the standard of the present, 
l^he whole of the sum necessary for 
ourmjlitary expence on the continent 
heTtatSd at 10,400,000/. namely, four 
millions for the peninsula, and rather 
more 'than six millions for Germany. 
Bbt pt^vision having been already 
made for a great part of this expence, 
^i^hile more was require^ to fulfil en- 
gagements which were not yet in a 
shape to be submitted to parliament, 
he meant at present to move, that thn*^ 
millions should be granted on account ; 
and when the arrangements alluded 
to should be ratified and laid before 
the House, he should feel it his duty 


to enter into a minutr expIanatiofa<ir- 
specting the application of file propo- 
sed grant. His lordship conclude 
with moving, that the sum of 
•millions be granted to his 
to enable his majestf tcv carry 
feet certain engagements with fori^gli 
powers.” 

, The motion being put, Mr Can- 
ning rose and fpoke nearly in the fol- 
lowing terms;— “ Havixg been un» 
fortunately absent when^the general 
jPssurances of support on the part of 
the House were given in answer to the 
speech from the throne^ of which Ife 
votewf this day is a partial perform- 
ance, I am anxious to take this op- 
portunity of expressing, as strongly 
and as warmly as I am able, both my 
concurrence in those assurances, ana 
my disposition to make them good, by 
the way and in the propdrtion recom- 
mended by the noble lord. If, in the 
present state of this country, and of 
the world, those who, during the 
course of the tremendous and pro- 
tracted straggle, on various occasions 
called upon parliament to pause, to re- 
tard its too* rapid and too rash ad- 
vance, and to draw back from the task 
it had unwisely undertaken Xo per- 
form, have manfully and honourably 
stepped forward to join their congra- 
tulations to the joyfuT acclamations of 
the nation,* and to admit the present 
to be the period favourable to a mighty 
and decided effort, how much more 
grateful must it be to those, who at 
no«time during the struggfe have lift- 
ed up their voices in this gjace, ex- 
cepting to recommend and to urge 
new exertions ? to those who, when 
the prospects were most dreary and 
melancholy, insisted that there was but 
one course becoming the character and 
honour of Great Britain ;-^a perse- 
vering, an undaunted resistance to the 
dverwhelmiffg power of France ? To 
nn individual wh({ under the most dis- 
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coujraging circumstances, still main- 
tsfined that the deliverance of Europe 
(often a Qerided term) was an object 
not only worthy of our arms, but pos- 
sible to be achieved, it must be doubly 
welcome to c^me' forward to acknow- 
ledge his transports, and to vindicate 
his share in the national exultation. 
If too, on the other hand, there have 
been those >i^ho, having recommended 
pacification ^when the opportunity was 
kss favourable, are ntfw warranted, as 
undoubtedly they are, in uttering the 
same sentiments, in the confidence that 
the country will sympathize with them ; 
it is natural for those who, under «)ther 
circumstances, have discouraged the 
expectation of peace, and have warn- 
ed the nation against precipitate over- 
tures, now to be anxious to embrace 
this occasion of stating their sincere 
conviction and their jf»y, as strongly 
felt by them as by others, that by the 
happy course of events dui ing the late 
year, and by the wise policy we should 
now pursue, peace may not, perhaps, 
be within our grasp, but is at least 
within our view. ^ 

The vote we are this, night called 
upon to make is in part prospective, 
and in part retrospective for services 
actually performed. Of that portion 
which is prospective, the noble lord 
has properly deferred the discussion ; 
but of that portion which ic/ retrospec- 
tive we are enabled to judge^; and, 
large as the expenditure now proposed 
may seem, 1 think no man, who com- 
pares the station we now hold with 
that which we occupied at any former 
period of" the contest, can doubt that 
the expenditure has been wisely incur- 
red, and that the services actually per- 
formed have fully meritedthe disburse- 
ment. I agree with thdse who are of 
opinion, that the time is now arrived 
when we may look forward to the at- 
tainment of peace ; but Bam far from 
disguising from mydelf, and I "deem i% 
ef infinite importance that the country 


should not disguise from itself, the 
ficulties with which we may have still t 9 
struggle. We must not deceive our- 
selves by supposing that the game is 
actually won f that the problem is 
mathematically solved ; that we have 
done all that is necessary to insure a 
lasting tranquillity. What we have 
accomplished is, establishing the foun- 
dation upon which the temple of peace 
may be erected ; and the imagination 
may. now picture the completion of 
that structure, which, with hopes less 
sanguine, and hearts lesc high, it would 
have been folly to have attempted 
raise. ' Wc, may now confidently 
hope to arrive at the termination of la^ 
hour, and the attainment of repose^ 
It is impossible to look back to thosf 
periods when the enemy vaunted, and 
we, perhaps, feared, that we should have 
been compelled to sue for peace, with- 
out rriurning thanks to that Providence 
which gave us courage and heart still 
to bear up against accumulating cala- 
mity. Peace is safe now, because it il 
not dictated ; peace is safe now, for it 
is the fruit of exertion, the child of 
victory ; peace is safe now, because 
it will not be purchased at the expence 
of the interest and of the honour of 
the empire ; it is not the ransom to 
buy off danger, but the lovely fruit of 
the mighty means we have employed 
to drive danger from our shores, i 
must with heartfelt delight congratu- 
late my country, that, groaniifg’^^raie 
has done at former periods under the 
heavy pressure of adverse war, still 
peace was despaired of ; . .for who 
could think of submission P* Her 
strength, her enduraQ.ce, have been* 
tried and proved, by every mode of 
assault that the most refined system 
^ hostility could invent, xK>t only by 
open military attacks, but by low at- 
tempts to destroy^her commercial pros- 
perity : The experiment has been made ; 
the experiment has failed ; and we are 
now triumphantlyi but not arrogant- 
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If, to cOQ,8i4^9 vkot nvensures of secu* 
lity ftbouU be adopted^ oa ¥ibAt terms 
9 peace should be.coocloded« But^ as 
{ before remarked* peace is only with* 
h our view* not witoin our grasp ; we 
must still look forward to an arduous 
struggle with an enemy* whose ener- 
gies nave grown with his misfortunes* 
and who will leave no efforts untried 
to remove us from the lofty pinnacle 
that we 'have attained- ^ We are not 
yet in a situation in which we hs^re a 
right to discuss the terms of pacifica- ' 
tion ; but so far 1 agree with the no. 
ble lord* that the happy changes which 
have taken place must upt alt^r the 
principle on which a treaty should be 
founded ; They do not vary with cir- 
cumstances ; we must secure andguar^ 
our own honour and interest ; but we 
must not expect from* our enemy that 
to which we ourselves should not sub- 
mit, that he should sacrifice to us his 
own honour and interest* to him equal- 
ly dear. All will agree, however, that 
this is not precisely the time for these 
discussions $ we must expect from him 
a renewed and vehement struggle ; he 
will not tamely submit to degradation* 
but will continue his efforts ; and if 
we arrive at the desired goal, it can 
only be by the road we are now pur- 
suing. 

^ With referencc> however, fo the 
vote of this night* as far as it may be 
c onsider ed prospective, as to the exer- 
titJfis^ are called upon in future to 
make, I must observe* that even if our 
hopes of peace shquld be postponed* 
c>r eveiwdisappointed, is it nothing to 
reflect upon the posture we are ena- 
**bjed tb assuma* by the^atchievements 
we have already performed ? Is it no- 
thing, to look back upon the fallen, 
the crouching attitude of enslaved htfk- 
rope, at a period not long distant, and 
compare it with the^uphght* free, un- 
daunted posture in which she now 
Stands -Living memory can recal no 


period when she was entitled to hld4 
her head so high* and to btdouch bold 
defiance to her enemy. Wnat* let mb 
ask* is the first and brightest fruk 
•the late successful conflict -Ftrstf 
that continental systei% that instru- 
ment of not wlfolly ineffectual hostilt* . 
ty against Great Britain, which, untff 
lately* was supposed to be growing in 
strength and perfection, lias been de* 
stroyed ; that complex juachine di* 
rected against <fur trade* ^has received 
a blow wlu(;h has shivered it to atbuns I 
The enemy is doubly defeated ; his 
arms and his artifices have failed s Bur- 
dened as it was, still there is something 
in the incompressible nature of com^ 
merce which rises under the weight of 
the most powerful tyranny : His ef- 
forts have been exhausted $ his highest 
energies were put forth to sinkourcom- 
merce $ but, rising with tenfold vigour* 
it has defied his puny efforts, never to 
be repeated. Tne next point that we 
have attained is the destruction of his 
own darling system of confederation ; 

1 mean* that system by which he had 
formed all the states of continental 
Europe into satellites of the French em- 
pire* that moved only as it mov^d, and 
acted only by its influence. They are 
now emancipated ; the yoke has been 
removed from their shoulders ; the 
dations rise 8uperiorl:o themselves* 

Free, atid to none accountable, prefer- 
’ ling 

“ Hard liberty, before the easy yoke 

Of servile pomp.” 

* But since all the events of war are 
preoarious* is it impossible* that* after 
retiring awhile* the tyrant of Europe 
(now no longer its tyrant) may again 
burst forward, and again, with desola- 
tion in bis train, awhile victorious, at- 
tempt to collect the fragments of that 
system, and to reconstruct that mighty 
engine which we have shattered* but 
* which one#, guided by his hand* hurl- 
, cd destruction oi his foes It is im- 
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M^ible. After the defeats that he 
m sustained, all confidence between 
Bim and uis vassal states must be an- 
nihilated. Admitting that they may 
be compelled again to act, can he rely 
upon their eii^ertsons, or can they de- 
pend upon his suppoH ? He may go 
forth like that foul idol, of which we 
beard so much in the last year, crush- 
ing his helpless victims beneath his 
chariot wheels ; but he never again 
can yoke thi^m to his t:ar as willing in- 
struments of destruction. Even if 
Austria, by base submission, to the sa- 
crifice of her honour were to add the 
sacrifice of another daughter, and of 
another army of 30,000 men, that mu- 
tual confidence which existed at the 
commencement of the last campaign 
can never be restored. 

“ So much for the present state of 
Europe : But has this country gained 
nothing by the glorious contest, even 
supposing peace should be far distant ? 
Is it nothing to Great Britain, even 
purchased at the high price stated by 
the noble lord, that under all the seve- 
rity of her sufferings, while her trade 
declined, her military character has 
been exalted ^ Is it no satisfaction, tio 
compensation to her, to reflect that the 
splendid scenes displayed on the con* 
tment are owing to her efforts ? That 
the victories of Germany are to be at- 
tributed to our victories in che penin- 
sula ? That spark, often feeble, some- 
times so nearly extinguished as to ex- 
cite despair in all hearts that were not 
above it, vvhich we lighted in Portu- 
gal, which was fed and nourished there, 
has at letfgth burst into a flame that 
has dazzled and illuminated Europe* 
Shall it then be said, that this struggle 
has had no effect upon the military 
character of Great Britfain ? At the 
commencement of this war, our empire 
rested upon one majestic column, our 
naval power. In the prcUecution of 
|he war, a hero has rinsed another stu* 


pendous pillar of strength to support 
our mona^hy ; our military pre-emi- 
nence. It now that we may bo^ist, 
not only of superiority at sea, but oil 
shore : The same energy and heroisifl 
exist in both the arms of Great Bri- 
tain ; they are rivals in strength, but 
inseparable in glory. If at a future 
period, by successes which we cannot 
foresee, and by aggressions which we 
cannot resist* war should . again be 
threatened upon our own shores, what 
consolation will the reflection afford, 
that out of the calamities and privations 
of war has arisen a principle of safety, 
that, superior to all attacks, shall sur- 
vive through ages, to which even our 
posterity shall look forward. Com- 
oare the situation of England with her 
condition even at the beginning of the 
last campaign, ^uch more with her 
condition at the renewal of the war* 
Were we not then threatened by the 
aggressions of an enemy even upon our 
own shores ? Were we not then trem- 
bling for the safety and sanctity even 
of our homes ? — Now contemplate 
Wellington encamped on the Bidas- 
soa !»I know that a sickly sensibility 
prevails abroad, which leads some to 
doubt whether the advance of Lord 
Wellington was not rash and precipi- 
tate. Of the political expediency of 
that advance I can entertain but one 
opinion : I cannot enter into that re- 
finement which induces tho se 
affect to know much, to hesitate upon 
the subject ; I cannot look with regret 
at a British army encamped upon the 
fertile plains of France ; I cannot be- 
lieve that any new grounds for appre- 
hension are raised by an additional ex- 
citement being afforded to the irrita- 
bility of the French people : I fore- 
st.* no disadvantage resulting from en- 
tering the territories of our enemy, 
not as the conqueVed but the conque- 
rors : I cannot believe that there are 
any so weak as to imagine that Eng>t 
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Wishes to maintain a position with- 
in the.heart of the enemy’s# country, 
or that Spain will attempt to extend 
her. dominion beyond .that va«t chain 
of impregnable mountains that seem 
to form her natural boundary. What 
IS the fact ? The Portuguese are now 
looking upon the walls .of Bayonne, 

** which circles in those wolves” that 
would have devastated their capital ; 
the Portuguese now behold, planted 
on the to^^rs of Bayonne, that stan- 
dard which their enemy would have 
made to float upon the walls of Lis- 
bon. I cannot think it a matter of 
regret that Spaniards are now recover- 
ing from the grasp 9 f an enemy, on 
his own shoresi that diadem which was 
stripped from the brow of the Bour- ^ 
bons, to be pocketed by a usurper. I 
cannot think it a matter of regret that 
England, formerly threatened with in- 
vasion, is now the in vaden— that F rq^icc, 
instead of England, is the scene of con- 
flict : 

Ultr6 Inachias venisset ad urbes 

Dardanus, et versis lugeret Graecia fatis. 

I capnot think all this matter of re- 
gret ; aqd of those who believe that, 
the nation or myself are blinded by 
our successes, I entreat that they will 
leave me to my delusion, and keep 
their philosophy to themselves. There 
are other observations, growing not 
ollly out of the proceedings of the 
last year, but since the commencement 
of the *Cfar, that to my mind are highly 
consoling- It is a fact acknowledged 
by all, 'that our enemy, who has en- 
slaved the press, an? made it contri- 
bute so importantly to his own pur- 
j^es of ambition at various periods 
during hostilities, has endeavoured 
to impress upon all those who were 
likely to be our allies a notion, thai» 
Great Britain only fought to secure 
her own interests — that her views were 
completely selfish. That illusion is 
MOW destroyed, and the designs of this 


EUROPE. 49 

country arc vindicated by recent etent^ 
We call on all the powers wh whom 
we are at war to do us justice in thit 
respect : Above all, we claim it of 
America, with which I, as much at 
any man, wish for reedneUiation. If she 
were now hesifating and waverings 
which of the two great contending 
parties she should join, would not the 
conduct of England now decide the 
doubt ? I ask her to review her own 
and the policy of this country, and to 
•adfnowledg^ that we are deservingji 
not only of her confidence, but of the 
support of mankind. Now, she can 
beholf^ Buonaparte in his naked defor* 
mity, stripped of the false glory which 
success cast around him : The spell of 
his invincibility is now dissolved : She 
can now look at him without that awe 
which an uninterrupted series of victo- 
ries had created. Were ^he now to 
survey him as he is, what would be 
the result She would trace him by 
the desolation of empires and the dis- 
memberment of states ; she would see 
him pursuing his course over the ruins 
of men and of things,: Slavery to the 
people, and destruction to commerce ; 
hosAlity to literature, to light and 
were the principles upon which act- 
ed : His object was, to extinguish pa- 
triotism, and to confound allegiance | 
to ‘darken as well as •to enslave ; to 
roll back the tide of civilization ; to 
barbarize, as well as to desolate, man- 
kind. Then, let America turn from 
this disgusting picture, these scenes of 
bloodshed and horror, and compare 
with them the effect of British inter- 
ference ! She will see, that i^erever 
this country has exerted herself, it has 
been to raise the fallen, and to support 
the falling ; tg raise, not to degrade, 
the national character ; to roube the 
sentiments of patriotism which tyranny 
had silenced ; to enlighten, to re-ani- 
ixime, to liberate. Great Britain has 
reau8citat*edJSpain,lnd re created For- 
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ti^igal: Germany is now a nation as 
as a Aame ; and all these glorious 
effects have been produced by the ef 
forts and by the example of our coun- 
try. If to be the deliverers of Eu^ 
rope ; if to hav^ raised our own na- 
tional character* not iH>on the ruins of 
other kingdoms ; if to meet dangers 
without shrinking* and to possess con- 
rage rising With diili(!Ulties* be admi- 
rable* surety we may not unreasonably 
hope for thi? applause of the world. If 
we have founded our strength upon* a 
rock* and possess the implicit confi- 
dence of those allies whom we have 
succoured wiien they seemed beyond 
relief ; then, I say, that our exertions 
dorin|r the last year, all our efforts du- 
ring the war, are cheaply purchased : 
If we have burdened ourselves, we 
have relieved others ; and we have the 
in ward, the sOul-felt* the proud satisfac- 
tton of knowing that a selfish charge is 
that which, wim the faintest shadow of 
justice, cannot be brought against us.” 

Mr Canning then proceeded to ap- 
laud the system of affording aid by 
ills of credit, which, without danger 
to ourselves, mixed the credit of this 
country with that of our allies. 'He 
also stilted his concurrence in the trea- 
ty with Sweden, to which last year he 
Imd objected, in consequence of the 
provision regarding Norway. A ma- 
jority of both houses had ^determined 
in its favour, and he was satisfied with 
that vote. He also approved of the 
continuance of the aid to. that power. 
He congratulated the House uponithe 
accession of Austria to the confede- 
racy, wEbse aid was so necessary to its 
success. Next to his joy in voting 
these supplies, would be the indigna- 
tion he should feel, if cither of the 
three great powers were^ to forsake the 
league, and make a separate treaty to 
secure its own peculiar interests. He 
did not believe that tbereSvas ,the least 
reason to aj^prebeii^ s«di ar defection; 


for he was convinced, that all wm 
now sensible, that the fate of each de* 
pended upon the firm union of all at 
the present crisis, when the liberty^ of 
the world was the prize for which 
they were contending. He concluded 
in the following words 

It has been often said, chat the Ian« 
guage of true poetry is the language 
of universal nature ; but I believe, that 
the empress of France was little con- 
scious when she made her speech to 
the senate respecting her husband, that 
she was employing stimost the very 
words of our great epic poet, who put 
them 'in the mouth of the first rebel 
and usurper on ^record, when speak- 
ing of the disappointment of the fol- 
r lowers whom he had seduced-— 

— — “ Ah me ! They little know 
How dearly 1 abide that boast 1 made; 
Under what torments inwardly I groan, 
Whife they adore me on the throne of hell !' ' 

« Thus have I stated a few of the re- 
marks which press upon me in the 
resent posture of affairs. I ardently 
ope, that the result will be a general 
pacification, ‘in which the interests of 
the civilized world will be duly con- 
sulted: If it should be necessary to 
continue hostilities, may we contend, 
as we have fought during the last cam- 
paign, with matchless strength, arising 
fronvthe firmness of the indissoluble 
union of the allies, whose cause is, and 
whose exertions ought to be, ojig; May 
Great Britain still maintain {hat dig- 
nity of station, and support that gran- 
deur and liheralky of design, upon 
which she has hitherto actad: May 
she continue the unoppressive guardian 
of the liberties that she has vindicated'^; 
and the disinterested protectress of the 
blessings that she has bestowed 1” 

^ 'The resolutions proposed by Lord 
Castlereagh were put and carried. 

Parliament hdd met regularly from 
the opening of the session ; and had 
already gone through public business 
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tq an extent^ and in a mannel, unpre* 
cedeatpd in any former scasi^n. No- 
thing had occurred during this period 
^to fcxcite a feeling jof jealousy to- 
wi^rds the conduct of government ; 
and it was not supposed necessary, 


momentous were the erenta now pata* 
ing on the continent. Orelt Bntaijl»* 
as became her, stood foremolt in these 
mighty scenes of war and negotiation, 
^et it was now proposed by the mini- 
sters of the crown t</act the whole of 


therefore, that af the present mo- 
ment it should continue without in- 
termission the exercise of its vigilance 
and authority. With a' view to the 
convenience of government at this im- 
oitant crisis, many questions indeed 
ad been conceded without discussion, 
which at other* times would probably 
have created much difference of opi- 
nion. The state of public and private 
lousiness appeared to^ adinit of an ad- 
journment for, a certain period. If, 
by the adjournment, the executive go- 
Yernment might have been placed in* 
any situation of embarrassment or diffi- 
culty— if it could have been prevented 
from availing itself of the delibe?;^tive 
wisdom of parliament upon any great 
emergency occurring before the expi- 
ration of the term of adjournment, this 
circumstance might have afforded a 
fair ground of objection So the propo 
sab But it is well known that an act^ 
which, in the case either of proroga- 
tion or adjournment, gives the crown 
power to re-assemble both houses in 
fourteen days, was some time ago pass- 
ed, to obviate any such inconveni- 
dlce. 

On the 26th December, Lord Cas- 


the grand dramrf without the assistance 
of the legislature. The British par- 
liament is not a mere nominal institu- 
tfon, to register *the decreA, and to ap- 
prove the measures of the executive ; 
•It is the great c6uncil which the con- 
• st^ution appoints for the monarch to 
aid the servants of the crown with its 
advice, and restrain them by its autho- 
rity. ^ It is not in their* power to say 
that tliey will receive or dispense witn 
this advice according to their pleasure, 
their caprice, or their views of policy, 
for the constitution has said that they 
are bound to take it on all great occur- 
rences. This is actually true, let the 
parliament be ever so factious or ungo- 
vernable ; but never was a proposal 
made with so bad a grace, as that which 
now came from government, after re- 
ceiving from both houses the most zea- 
lous support, and tl^p most unbound- 
ed confidence. The only return which 
parliament, after having cheerfully vo- 
ted ample supplies, and evinced the 
most ardent patriotism, had now re- 
ceived from the ministers, was an open 
and undisguised avo#al of their opi- 
nions as to its incompetence orinsigmfi- 
cance. • 


tleeeaghvnoved the adjournment of the 
House till the 1st of March, 18H, and 
a similar motion was also made by mini- 
sters in the House oflLords. These mo- 
tions were strenuously opposed in both 
louses of parliament. Granting, it 
wal said, the propriety of an adjourn- 
ment for a short space, the proposition 
of ministers for dispensing with tb^s- 
aid of parliament till the Ist of March, 
ought to be indignantly rejected. Be- 
fore that day arrived, the condition of 
Europe might be wholly changed, so 


Sir James McIntosh, who opposed 
the adjournment in the Commons, des- 
canted at great length upon the late 
assumption, by the Prince of Orange, 
of the title of Sovereign of thflPIether- 
lands — upon the claims of the Swiss to 
the privilege of neutrality-— upon the 
partition of Poland, and the recent de- 
claration of th% allied powers. These 
topics had no very immediate or pal- 
pable connection with the <|ueition be- 
Ifiire the House, and, notwithstanding 
the oppdsitioni matte to it, the motion 
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for adjournment was carried. The enabled |^o devote their whole atten** 
Hministers/j were thus most seasonably tion to tjie arduous task of conduct* 
relieved df the fatigues of a constant ing the foreign affairs of the CQUXt* 
attendance in parliament^ and were try. { 
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CHAPTER III. 


Parliamentary mProceedtngs continued, — Blit to take atvay Corruption of 
Blood in Cases of Felony and High-Treason, — Bill to make Freehold Estates 
liable for Payment of simple^Contract — Apprentice Lam» — Propo- 

sed Alteration in ike Poor Laves. 


SiK Samuel Romilly, although fre- 
quently disappointed 4n his projects 
for reforming the jurisprudence of 
England, still persevered ; and ii» the 
resent session of parliament exerted 
imself with his usual zeal and assni* 
duity. This eminent lawyer has great- 
ly distinguished himself, as the reader 
must be aware, by the repeated efforts 
which he has made to infuse into the* 
more antiquated and barbarous parts 
of the English code, some portion of 
the science and refinement which cha- 
racterize the present age. The crimi- 
nal laws of a rude people are gene- 
rally framed rather from the impulses 
of passion, than the dictates of the un- 
derttanding, and have reference not so 
much, to the promotion of the public 
welfare, as to the ideation of ven- 

f elincc. ^ It is only in an age of re- 
nement that the true principles and 
tiy! just foundintions of^ all criminal 
laws can be ascertained. The light 
of science, like the natural light of 
the Biin, shews every object in its re«,l 
magnitude and proportions, dispels 
groundless and extraAgaiit alarm, and 
gii^es that liberal and assured disposi- 
tion of mind which adapts the means 
qf defence tq j;he danger really to be 
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encountered. It thus dissipates, by a 
sober and just feeling of security, the 
idle dreams, the appalling phantoms, 
and the extravagant vindictiveness, 
equally timid and fierce, of a rude 
and benighted age. As the criminal 
laws are the proper defences of society 
against the internal dangers which as- 
sail it, they are at early period al- 
ways severe and vindictive beyond the 
necessity of the occasion, which sug- 
gests them. — The obstinate, and in 
some instances undiscriminating at- 
tachment of the English to their an- 
cient laws, has left aiifjile room for the 
judicious irrterference of the hand of 
reform and Sir Samuel Romilly is 
the most conspicuous person, who, of 
late years, h^is aspired to distinction in 
tUu^ extensive and neglected field* A 
short. account of his efforts during the 
present session of parliamenf^annot 
fail to be interesting : — 

By the ancient law a man convicted 
of high trea^n forfeits all his lands, 
all his goods 3nd chattels, and all his 
personal property ; persons attainted 
of felony forfeit their lands for one 
Jdar, and aM their goods and chat- 
tels andT personal^ effects* Whether 
tliis be a wisejor just law, or whether 
13 
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it be expedient, when the law has re- 
''tnoved al'man from society, that his 
property should be confiscated, and a 
punishment be thus inflicted on the 
innocent individuals whom he leave? 
behind, seems veVy questionable. But 
Sir Samuel Romilly'at present only 
meant to remove what in cases of at- 
tainder is known among lawyers by 
the term Corruption* of Blood ; tne 
eiTect of ^dKich is, that where a man is 
attainted of a capital offence, he can- 
not transmit a descent-— t,hat is to s<ty, 
such a person cannot form a link by 
which the chain of a pedigree can be 
traced ; and i} an attainted persoi^ stand 
in the way of a pedigree, his descend- 
ants, however far removed, must be de- 
prived of the means of establishing their 
right to lands, to which he, if alive, 
would have had a prior right. The 
consequence is, that such land must 
escheat to the lord of the manor, of 
whom it may be holden. If a man, 
for instance, has a son and a grandson, 
and hifi son shall be capitally convict- 
ed, bis grandson will be deprived of 
the benefit of any real estate of which 
he may have been possessed ; and in 
consequence of the attainder of his 
son, the chain will be broken, and the 
land must escheat to the lord of the 
manor. A punishment is thus inflict- 
ed where punishment was not intertd- 
ed. ^ 

On the 23 d March, Sir Samuel Ro- 
milly moved for leave to bring in a 
bill “ to take away corruption of blood 
in cases of attainder for felony, and 
high treason.’’ On this occasion .Sir S. 
observe!!, that this law rested upon feu- 
dal principles, which were by no means 
conformable to modern ideas of justice. 
The punishment depended solely upon 
accident ; for the grandfather might 
devise his land to his grandson, if he 
thought proper ; and only in case of 
his neglecting so to dt, would his 
grandson be punished ly the* confisca- 
tion of his property* at d its transmis- 


sion to the lord of the manor. Butdf 
this casewere considered severe, how 
much more •severe^ were those c^ses 
where the connection was not. 80\jm«.« 
mediate ? In the case of a twenti^tfe 
cousin, for instance : There, in tracing 
a pedigree, if it should be found that 
one of the direct heirs, , however far 
back, had Ijeeii convicted of felony, 
the land would in like manner escheat. 
And what was apparently still more 
unpist was, that corruption of blood 
only extended to personal estate, and 
did not at all apply fo leasehold pro- 
perty. It was of this evil he com- 
plained ; and he was most anxious 
that such a relic, of barbarism should 
not be found among our laws. It was 
, said, in the course of the discussion® 
which took place on this bill last ses- 
sion, that instances, against the re- 
currence of which he was desirous of 
guarding, were not likely to happen# 
It so happened, however, that at the 
very moment these assertions were 
made, an instance in point had occur- 
red ; and in a few weeks afterwards it 
happened tef be his fortune, in a pro- 
fessional way, to have that case in- 
trusted to his care. In this case, 3 
woman had been convicted of a murder 
in Oxfordshire fifty years ago ; and 
the estate to which she would have 
beeq entitled had she lived, had passed 
from one possessor to another, and a 
valuable consideration had been given 
for it ; yet, notwithstanding thar-ehe 
person in possession had paid the full 
value of the property, information ha- 
ving been given that the property had 
escheated to the crown, by reason of 
corruption of blood, ap inquisition vyas 
instituted, and it was found that 'the 
land did in truth belong to the crown, 
^t-^d it was in consequence duly claim- 
ed. An application had, however, been 
made to the coiirt of Chancery to tra- 
verse the inquisition, for the purpose 
of establishing that the land had not 
been held of the crown J^ut of a mesne 
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lo^d» and this motion having Jbeen ae 
ceded tto, the question v^rould shortly 
be Ifoiight to issue. 

• Mr Yorke declared, fliat he must ob- 
jetit even to the introduction of such a 
bill into parliament. He did perfect 
justice to the motives of the hon. and 
(earned gentleman in afain propo- 
sing the measure ; and he^ioped equal 
justice wduld be done to his motives in 
resisting it’.. He was one of those who 
thought that a trifling inconvenierfce 
was no ground for an innovation on the 
incient law of tlfe land. He was sorry 
:o understand that the bill waj the 
same as that which the Hcyjse so pro- 
perly rejected last session ; for he had 
loped that what had been urged on 
hat occasion would have inclined the 
ion. and learned gentleman to omit at 
east that part of the bilf wliich related 
o attainder of treason. On that part 
)f the bill the House had expressed a 
nost decided opinion, and he regretted 
..hat the hon. and learned gentleman 
had not been influenced by it. The 
law in question was one of the most 
ancien't of the English laws. — The law 
of England was a kind of stock in 
trade, and parliament ought not to al- 
low it to be deteriorated. Some of 
our most valuable privileges were of a 
description, which he would not wish 
to#ee altered on the reasoning and* on 
the principles of the hon. and learned 
gentleman. He begged leave to say, 
thal^t the present time the corruption 
of bloo^ in cases of treason (in what- 
ever^ times it might have originated, 
feudal or cither) was of the utmost im- 
portance to the general discipline and 
welfare of the state. Lord Hales (an 
authority which he knew the hon. and 
learned gentleman deeply venerated) 
had declared, that treason was th^ 
worst crime that could^be committed, 
and that the punishment could not be 
too severe and dreadful in order to de- 
ter from the commission of it. If the 
law was severe, it was severe because 
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in England, as in all ‘free fountries, 
the temptation to commit tn^son was 
comparatively great. It would be too 
much to take from the state the secu- 
rity afforded by severity of punishment 
for a crime which invoked in it all 
other crimes. On those grounds he 
felt it to be his duty not to acquiesce 
in^the motion- The hon.^nd learned 
gentleman, of whom he wished to 
speak with the greatest respect, had 
time to time employed his high 
faculties in the formation of what he 
considered to be improvements in the 
criminal code. It was to Jje regretted, 
that tlie hon. and learned gentleman 
did not at once bring his whole plan 
before the House, that the whole na- 
•turc and extent of his views might be 
clearly exhibited and defined. He did 
not say this as including matter of ac- 
cusation against tlie hon. and learned 
gentleman ; he merely intimated, that 
in his opinion it would be the most 
convenient mode of proceeding.— Af- 
ter quoting several authorities in sup- 
port of his argument, the right hon. 
gentleman again declared, that he must 
* decidedly oppose the introduction of 
the bill, li it related to attainder for 
felony alone (except in cases of* mur- 
der), he confessed that his objections 
to k would not be so insurmountable ; 
but he would never consent to the first 
step of a mea*sure which had for its ob- 
ject the •destruction of one of the 
strongest defences of the constitution. 
— Itcave, however, was given to bring 
in th6 bill. 

When the House afterward^jjgsol- 
ved itself into a committee on this bill, 
Mr Yorke enforced his former ob- 
jections to the general principle upon 
which this meaf^re was grounded, in- 
volving as it did an alteration in the 
old established law of the country. 
A§ jhe principle was admitted, that we 
should in» no case legislate de novo 
without necfrssily, so the strongest 
grounds of ncce fsity should be adduced 
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to warrant legislation against an esta- 
blislied s^tcm j and he saw no grounds 
for the very material change which the 
bill proposed. To that part of* it 
which rmted to lower felonies, his obs- 
jections wera nol so strong, although 
he could not help ‘considering the 
change as disadvantageous. But to 
the removaj of the corruption of blopd 
from the punishment of treason and 
murder, strongly objected. It was 
to be recoltected, that this punishment 
was as ancient as the law of Englana— 
as any of those laws which established 
the security^ of property — as ancient 
as the law which settles the su^cssion 
of the fathcr^s estate upon the eldest 
son — as other laws, which no rational 
man could wisli to alter. But indc-, 
pendently of the long establishment of 
this law, which entitled it to respect- 
ful considefration, he contended, that 
its policy and expediency were un- 
questionable, because it provided for 
the safety of society, by providing for 
the punishment of the greatest crimes 
^ which society could be attacked. 
The right honqurablc gentleman con- 
cluded with stating, that he should, 
propose to leave out of the bill the 
word^s, ‘‘or treason,’’ and that it should 
run thus, “ that no attainder of felony, 
not extending to treason, petty trea- 
son, or murde?i do lead to corruption 
of blood.” 

Sir James Mackintosh said, it was 
with unfeigned regret that he was 
compelled to dissent from the rea^son- 
ing of the right hon gentleman who 
had last spoken. It was truer he ad- 
mitted' with him the antiquity of the 
present law ; it was as ancient as any 
other of our laws relating to Iiigh trea- 
son ; but it was not more ancient than 
the law enacting the infliction of the 
peine forte et dure ; it was not more 
ancient than the statute dc herelico 
comburendo ; it was noc more ancient 
than the sentenc^ foriburning woiqen 
convicted of petit tre|son, nor was it 


more ancient than any other of thdse 
disgraceful and oppressive statutes 
which formed the whole of the feudal 
system. It was asked, what necessity 
there was for altering the law in ttas 
respect ? He would answer, the same 
necessity that there was for repealing . 
the law for. the infliction of torture, 
for the bimning of women, or the 
burning of heretics — the necessity that 
in a humane and enlightened age and 
country the laws should not be sullied, 
the heart hardened, and the understand- 
ing insulted, with barbarous and absurd 
enactments — a necessity the loudest, 
the iflost ir^jperious, and the most indis- 
putable of all others. On a subject so 
trite as that of the laws of confiscating 
property, and on which so much abi- 
lity had been displayed in that House, 
he could have been contented not to 
have offered any arguments, but to 
have given a silent vote j but he wish- 
ed to make a few observations on this 
part of the subject, both as a native of 
Scotland himself, and as the represen- 
tative of a respectable body of Scot- 
tish freeholders. The majority of those 
who heard him were not to be inform- 
ed, that the punishment of corruption 
of blood was unknown to the ancient 
law of Scotland, as well as of every 
other country of Europe, This pu- 
nisl^ment was first extended to Scot- 
land by the 6th of Queen Anne, in 
cases of high treason ; but the corrup- 
tion of blood for felony had neveflfcen 
introduced into Scotland ; and. indeed 
he (Sir James),. though not a Scotch 
lawyer, believed that the terin ‘ felony^ 
itself did not exist in their law. And 
here he woi^ld beg to.call the attention 
of the House shortly to the circum- 
stances under which the 6th of Queen 
•“Anne had been passed, as they were re- 
lated by that very correct and honest 
historian (for •such he appeared to 
him), Bishop Burnet. After the law 
was passed, a proviso was brought in, 
that it was to end on tlie death of the 
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Pretender. In consequence *of this 
proviso, the opposit jen which had been 
mad^ to extending it to Scotland cea- 
sed. But it only ceased in consequence 
of the addition of this clause, which 
» therefore partook of the sacrcdness of 
‘that whole arrangement. We were in- 
formed by Bishop Burnet* that when 
he wished to propose the repeal of the 
confiscating laws in 171(5, he was told 
that such a repeal would be proper in 
good times, but that circumstances 
, tnen rendered tljem necessary : And 
by whom was he told so ? By Lord 
Somers and Lord Cowper, who iverc 
at that time the lights and^' ornaments 
of their country. Tlie circumstance 
which in their minds must have weigh- 
ed against the immediate repeal of 
these laws was the Freryh invasion of 
Scotland the preceding year ( 1715) in 
favour of the Pretender ; so that it ap- 
peared to them, who were the framers 
and supporters of this very bill, that 
any extension of it beyond a period of 
imminent danger and alarm was a vio- 
lation of the principle on vdiich it was 
brought in. In 1745, half a century 
after its first introduction. Lord Hard- 
wicke had made a declaration to the 
same effect, when he restricted the ne- 
cessity of the continuance of the bill 
to the Pretender’s life-time ; An(J it 
appeared from the debates of that pe- 
riod, as well as from the preamble of 
theiill itself, that it was only intended 
to meet the pressure of circumstances, 
and was. regarded as a rigorous and 
violont measure, unwdrthy of “ good 
times.” Prom the year 1709 to the 
year 1799 he stood on the authority of 
the greatest lawyers and stsftesmen that 
this country had produced, that the 
bill was to be considered as a tempo- 
rary and accidental expedient, and not 
as a necessary and fundamental part of 
the law of the land ; and that the ma- 
king it general and unconditional in 
1799 was the real innovation ; for 
tl^t is an innovation which alters the 


existing law. That innovatJ^n, how- 
ever, had been introduced innimes of 
danger, and discord, and civil war; and 
c^d not therefore afford any wecedent 
or any apology for its contmuance in 
the present circiinastaiices. To suppose 
that a law, like that uii.der the consi- 
deration of the committee, would have 
th? effect of deterring a mAi from the 
commission of a crime ; a law, through 
which a person unborn migh^ some fifty 
or X hundred years after the criminal’s 
decease, miss an estate which he might 
otherwise have gained, was to entertain 
an expectation moie wild and extra- 
vagant ^han had ever been dreamt by 
the wildest sophists while forming vi- 
sionary schemes of government. No 
‘stronger case was necessary to shew 
the impropriety of continuing this law, 
than one which an hon. and learned 
gentleman (Mr Plunkett) had brought 
forward; where, through corruption 
of blood, an estate was lost to the 
children of an officer in his majesty’s 
army, who had been engaged in sup- 
pressing the rebellion, in which his re- 
lation was concerned. * This hardship 
*had been endured, to maintain the 
beautiful theory, that the* corrupted 
blood of a traitor could not be a'chan- 
ncl for the transmission of any proper- 
ty. . For this, the chiWren of an offi- 
cer who hac^ devoted his life to the 
cause of loyalty were to be made beg- 
gars; as if it were not enough that 
their unfortunate parent should draw 
his %yrord against his kinsman, and 
probably be placed in the distressing 
situation of unconsciously depmbig 
his relation of life. Could it be thought 
that it was no hardship for the child- 
ren of such an officer to go on their 
knees to beg that bread, which, but 
for thi^law, they might have claimed 
as their right ? — At a period when, as 
had truly beejii said, all were united 
in gratitisie to Ahnighty God for 
thbse St upend uius events which had 
assured our safety and repose, it would 
4 ? 
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be well /bat 'they should proceed to 
abrogate the ancient severity of those 
laws which might be relaxed — to re- 
move the brand and remnant of civil 
convulsi^ — to do away that miserabic 
absurdity, vfliicli only served to furnish 
a subject for invective and criticism to 
those who opened our statute book in 
order to abuse it. «• 

The amendment proposed by Mr 
Yorlce was however carried, and the 
bill, thus Trittcred down, afterwards 
passed into a law. • 

It is well known that perpetual im- 
prisonment .is the punishment which 
the law of England inflicts on*jiersons 
unable to pay their debts, whether the 
individuals be in fault or not. Some 
relaxation has lately been introduced 
by a most beneficial act ; but still, un- 
der certain circumstances, a person may 
be imprisoned for life ; and thus a man 
in a state of bankruptcy is punished 
as severely as if he had committed a 
capital offence. But while the law is 
thus severe against the persons of 
debtors unable to discharge their debts, 
their property may, without any dif- 
ficulty, be withdrawn from thei^ ere-' 
ditors. A man may owe debts to any 
amount, and leave a considerable pro- 
perty behind him at his death to his 
heir, with his^ debts unpaid ; and, the 
law will sufi’er the heir to enjoy the 
property, and to revel in all the luxu- 
ries of life ; while those vefy persons 
whose credulity, perhaps, contributed 
to the acquisition of that property, 
may be sent to prison for w^t of 
to recover their debts, and see 
their wives and children doomed to a 
workhouse. Till the statute of frauds 
passed in the time of King William, 
even special debts coqjtl not be made 
good against devises ; and it is to be 
regretted, that the alterations introdu- 
ced at that time werp not carf^pd 
somevyhat fartheii. Here was great 
injustice, which called^ loudly for re- 
tnedy. The objections' which had for- 


merly b^en made to a measure pro|)o- 
8cd by iSir S. Romilly, for correcting 
this injustice, weVe now, in a great 
many instances, removed. It was no^ 
seven years since he had proposed to 
the House a measure exactly similar . 
to that which he now offered for con- 
sideration. The former measure was 
brought fqrward,’* he said, “ under 
some advantages which the present 
would want ; for he was then his ma- 
jesty's solicitor- general, and the bill 
had the countenance of the govern- 
ment ; though, before it was dispo- 
sed , of, the countenance of the go- 
vernment was of no great importance^ 
It had been formerly said, that the 
bill, if passed into ^ law, would be 
attended with great difficulty in the 
execution, and would lead to end- 
less litigation and expence. But this 
objection bad been since proved by 
ex{)erience to be unfounded. For 
though the House did not adopt the 
measure when it was suggested, they 
adopted another with little or mo op- 
position, fpr subjecting the freehold 
estates of persons engaged in trade to 
the payment of their debts. Now it so 
happened, that almost all the objec- 
tions applied as much to traders as to 
those who were not traders. With 
respect to litigation, to expence, and 
to innovation on the ancient doctnne 
of the law, the objections were as ap- 
plicable in the case of traders as in the 
case of others ; and he would under- 
take to say, that this law had^itot been 
attended with the smallest difficulty in 
the execution. The smallest difficulty 
of construction had not been experi- 
enced. Instances h^ occurred where 
estates of 200,0001. of freehold pro- 
erty, belonging to one house, had 
een attached, and where the debts 
would not hav^ been paid if it had not 
been for that act. There was one re- 
markable case, where the act had not 
directly, but indirectly, been the means 
of subjecting a large estate to the pay- 
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went of debts. Sir Roger 'Kerrison, 
a banker, in Norwich, was engaged in 
business under the firm of himself and 
eon, and he had issued notes to the 
extent of 600,0001. At his death, he 
left little or no personal property, but 
real property to the extent of 500,0001. ; 
and had not that been made liable, not 
on^ of his debts would have been paid. 
The act in question, however, did not 
operate directly, as it liappened that 
the son’s name, though he had nof in- 
terfered in the business, was in the 
firm ; and Sir koger dying intestate, 
the property devolved to this so^i. Se- 
veral gentlemen in the House knew 
very well the case to Whicfti he alluded. 
—It had also been said, that the mea- 
«ure of rendering freehold estates liable* 
would weaken the aristocracy of the 
country. It appeared astonishing to 
liim that such an objection should ever 
have been made. He was iittefly at 
a loss to see how the rank of any body 
of men could be supported, by allow- 
ing them a liberty of committing in- 
justice, and the power o^ injuring the 
lovver orders of society with impunity. 
Another objection seemed to hiraT 
equally groundless : 1 1 was said, that 
such a law would facilitate the means 
of contracting debts in the case of 
young men recently come to their es- 
tates. It seemed to him quite impro- 
bable, to suppose that tradesmen, in 
f^iishing goods to persons of this de- 
stription, looked forward to the de- 
mise bf the debtors.” 

Jnfliienced by th^se considerations. 
Sir S. l^^milly, on the 31st of March, 
moved for leave to bring in a bill for 
subjecting the freehold estates of per- 
sons dying in debt to the payment of 
their simple contract debts. On the 
29th of April, when the bill was com- 
mitted, Sir Arthur Piggott rose to sup- 
port it. “ The proposition,” he said, 
upon which this bill was founded 
appeared to him so plain, that it did 
irot seem capable of bein^ resisted. 


That men should contract ebts, and! 
not have their property liable to the 
payment of them, was so inqp<nsi8tent 
with justice— was a thing jo prepos* 
*terou8, that he worvdered^ny person 
could be found hardy enough to sup- 
port it. This was the second time in 
his parliamentary life, when an oppor- 
tunity was afforded him^of contribu- 
ting his vote to remove from the law 
. of the country that repro^cli to which 
. it'was so justly subject. Three cen- 
turies had flow elapsed since the sta- 
tute of wills enabled men to dispose of 
their property as they pleased, even so 
far af leaving it to persons not in the 
remotest degree connected with them, 
and the farthest removed from their 
natural affections ; not even saving the 
rights of their heirs, or the rights of 
creditors. Such was the slow progress 
of legal improvement, that 151 years 
elapsed after this statute, before the 
statute of fraudulent devises passed, in 
the year 1641, by which creditors 
were in some measure protected. For 
a space of 151 years, creditors remain- 
ed in such a situation, that they might 
be disappointed by specialty ; and, af- 
ter that time, for 151 years mbre, a 
person might owe, if possible^ a sum 
equal to the national debt, and, by 
avoiding certain soleHtnities in his con- 
tract, mighj: dispose of his property so 
as altogether to disappoint his credi- 
tors. Ought the law, he would ask, to 
remain in such a situation as this ? 
Since he was capable of considering 
the matter, lus opinion upon it never 
varied for one moment ; nor diMe see 
any thing in the arguments which he 
had heard, to remove the conviction on 
his mind, that the law ought not to 
remain in this«6tate. \t present, if a 
man did not found his contract upon a 
mortgage, and have his attorney at his 
elbow, with^the wax and parchment 
upon the tabic, bo was liable to give 
<?redit without any power of being 
paid, even though a person possessei 
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\tcn times ^hc amount of the debts he 
owed^ H'' was lost in surprise when he 
consiawred that the law was suffered to 
remain ik such a state to the present 
day; that in the year 1814 a man could' 
have the powhr of disposing of his pro- 
perty in such a way as to avoid the 
payment of his just debts. In the pre- 
sent state oftsociety, when property c f 
every kind was so unfettered, the law 
should nofbe* suffered to stand. An act 
had passed s’ome time back by which 
the real property of traders was subject- 
ed to the payment of their simple con- 
tract debts. M^crc it not for this law, 
contractors and others, who made their 
property by lending money, and, as a 

f reat man once expressed it in that 
louse, whose equipages shone like 
meteors, and whose palaces rose like 
exhalations,*’ would be enabled to pur- 
chase estates to any amount, and at the 
pame time disappoint their creditors. 
The law should be extended in the 
same way to the real property of per- 
sons not concerned in trade ; and he 
would support it, not only by his vote 
in that House, birt by any other means 
in which his influence could be ex- 
erted. 

Mr Wetherell thought that the late 
innovations made, and endeavoured to 
be made, upon lapded property, would 
give rise to much inconvenience. The 
question for the consideration of the 
House was, whether it was not better 
permit the law to remain as it at 
resent stood, than, by ahering it,4as 
is learned friend proposed, to do a lit- 
th* gjBlQib at the risk of cre;;iing a great 
deal of evil ? Such an innovation would 
give rise to many fraudulent claims, 
which otherwise would not bethought 
of. The old adage, “ J5>cad men tell 
no talcs,” could not be applied to any 
subject with more propriety than to 
this. For he was convinej’d, that, up; 
derthe proposed imu^vution, claims and 
demands of a fraudulent nature would 
be set up against the estates of those 


who, byUeath, were prevented from 
resisting them. If they passed the 
bill of his learned friend, they could 
not stop there — -they would be obliged 
to sanction a variety of others. In hit 
opinion, the measure which hit learned 
friend proposed to remedy the incon- 
venience, would produce considerably 
more mischief than that which it yat 
intended to remove. 

Sir S. Romilly said, that much 
of What he intended to have urged in 
behalf of the measure, was anticipated 
by the gentlemen who preceded him. 
If tho«c who opposed the present mea- 
sure were right in their opposition, they 
ought to mote fof the repeal of that act 
by which the estates ot traders were 
made subject to the bankrupt laws^ 
because the same arguments applied in 
the one case with equal propriety as 
in the other. — Sir Samuel then shew- 
ed by historical detail, that the cause 
whicli produced this law had ceased 
to exist for many centuries, and that 
that cause was not by any means what 
gentlemen on the other side had con- 
tended it was. The argument respect- 
ing facility of credit he thought most 
fallacious ; as if the creditor would be 
less influenced by the power of imme- 
diate arrest, and consequent judgment, 
than by the hope of coming upon the 
estatfe after the death of a person q£ 
youth and good health. He very much 
feared that some of his hon, and learn- 
ed friends had deceived themselves up- 
on this subject ; and said, that jif ano- 
tlier place he sometimes deceived higi- 
seif by the argument to which he 
was obliged to resort. — He should 
state a case t© the Hotise of a gentle- 
man who had borrowed a sum of mo- 
ney which enabled him to purchase 
re*3i property to the amount of 18,0001. 
per annum. This^trcntlcman died with- 
out having paid one .shilling of the loan 
which had enabled him to make the 
purchase ; but, fortunately, the act so 
frequently alluded to during the de%* 
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iatc was in force at the time.— A bank- 
rupt, Secreting his property, was treat- 
ed as a murderei* ; whilst other per- 
sons, whose act was ihorally the same, 
were encircled with respect and splen- 
dour. The bankrupt was led to the 
place of execution ; whilst the person, 
.whose non-payment of lys debt had 
caused the bankrupt’s ruin, sat, per- 
ha?ps, AVitnessing from 'his window, 
without hemorse or pity, -this appalling 
scene of human suffering and shame* 
He was surprised to hear those trades- 
men and artiffeers, to whose wealth 
and industry (said Sir S. R^milly) 
many of us owe our stations in the 
House and in the countily, represent^ 
cd by some of his hon. and learned 
friends as no better than swindlers .” — • 
The bill passed the House of Com- 
mons, but w'as throtvn out by the 
Lords. 

The ignorant policy of a barbarous 
age, which favours so much restric- 
tions on commerce and manufactw'es, 
and encourages a dangerous interfe- 
rence with the pursuits of individuals, 
had induced the legislature, in the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, to pass aa 
act “ containing divers orders for arti- 
ficers, labourers, servants of husbandry, 
and apprentices.” That act had expe- 
rienced a singular fate ; from a very 
^'arly period after it had passed, the po- 
licy ol it had been condemned both by 
those who were to enforce it, and by 
?very enlightened writer who had treat- 
ed of the subject. The moral feelings 
^ of mankind had b»en so opposed to 
IT, UialitL was with extreme reluctance 
ti»at juries ever found verdicts in fa- 
vcyjr of the pfoseciitora ; and it had 
been frittered away by the decisions 
of the coiKts. It had been early de- 
termined, that a person who had seized 
amappreuticeship of seven years to any 
trade, migiit legally work in every 
other ; but that determination was too 
violent an iidringement of the plain 
,words of the statute to be adhered to, 


and it had consequently bees abandon-/ 
ed. The decisions, however, which 
had been pronounced, and w^ still 
adhered to, were very extrai^dinary. 

• It had been determined tliai 4 gardener 
was not within the* sttAute, because 
his was nut an occupation requiring 
skill ; but a fruiterer, *and even a pip- 
pin-monger, had been heki to be with- 
in the statute. * The same determina- 
tion had taken^ place as to t cook. 
The judges had, when * determining 
cases arising upon this statute, in ma- 
ny instances transgressed the bounds 
of their province, and ^he manner in 
whicii the act had been frittered away 
had been the cause of its continuance 
on the statute book. It had been 
looked on as a poisonous insect de- 
stroyed 5 it was not so 5 the reptile, 
though crushed, was not dead j it had 
still power to sting. The reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, though glorious in 
many respects, was not one in which 
sound principles of commerce were 
known ; and a perusal of the different 
clauses of the act, and particularly of 
the one creating the penalties for ex- 
ercising trades contrary to its provi- 
sions, willfully confirm that assertion. 
It did not seem to have been, the ob- 
ject of the statute to favour manufac- 
tures ; it rather sterns to have been 
intended to make them subservient 
to a mist&ken notion of favour for 
the landed interest. So little was po- 
litical economy understood in these 
tijnes, that* the notion never seems to 
hate occurred that agriculture is best 
promoted by the prosperity 4]J^om- 
merce and manufactures ; and that re- 
straints upon either defeat the end at 
which they aim, and discourage that 
very employtpent which they ought to 
promote. iJy many clauses of the sta- 
tute alluded to, a qualification in land 
b made a requisite to the privilege of 
becomiijg aS appr^mtice. The statute 
also aims at an equalization of wages, 
— an attempt so absurd as of itselt to 
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Vshcw howrtgnorant of the subject the 
framers ot* that act were. — Appren- 
ticesK^ have been looked upon as fa- 
vourabli^o the morals of youth, and 
there doed'*Jaot seem to be any good* 
reason for discouraging them, but nei- 
ther is it proper that they should form 
an indispensable qualification for car- 
rying on trades. As the law standa, 
however, very few indentures are made 
according '’to the statute. Appren- 
ticeships are said to be as common 
in trades not within the- statute, as 
in those which come within what has 
been called -its protection. They 
are very common in trades in i^hich 
they are not enforced by penalties, or 
encouraged by monopoly ; while in 
some trades that are notoriously with- 
in the scope of the act they are hard- 
ly known. If the morals of the coun- 
try could be endangered by the repeal 
of this statute, there would be good 
reason for continuing it ; no increase 
of national wealth can be put in com- 
petition with national morals, But there 
never was a period when there was so 
little to dread on that subject as at 
present,— never was there a time when 
80 much pains had been taken to dif- 
fuse religious instruction, and to pro- 
mote education among the lower or- 
ders of society, aj 

Mr Serjeant Onslow undertook to 
redress the grievances which had re- 
sulted from this act, and on the 27th 
April, moved in the House of Com- 
mons for leave to bring in -a bill to ae- 
peal certain parts of it. After bx- 
plaifiioa at some length the illiberal 
principles upon which the statute had 
been framed, and the absurdities to 
which it led in practice, the learned 
«erjeant complained of tfle extraordi- 
nary pains that had been taken to mis- 
represent his object ; he said, “ that 
his views were directed to the bene§t 
of those whom it h|id been attempted 
to mislead ; that by far the greater 
part of the working manufacturers 


had not served a legal apprentice* 
ship to the trades they exercised t it 
was their prdtectiori he aimed at ; In- 
deed, he had hot found one person 
who thought well of the statute as it 
stood. Last year, •indeed, a petition 
had been brought up, praying that the 
act might be extended and enforced j 
he understood the petitioners wished 
it to be extended to all trades,' and the 
penalty augmented to 501. per month, 
andf^that costs of suit should be given 
to the informer. On that petition a 
committee had been appointed ; and 
thoug)j, through some strange apathy, 
it had been ^almost unresisted, he did 
not think that the petitioners had made 
out a case. It was remarkable, that 
*all the witnesses, whatever was their 
occupation, thought seven years was 
hardly sufficient* to acquire a due know- 
ledge of their trade ; even the pipe- 
makers stated seven years to be barely 
sufficient ; what, then, had the peti- 
tioners to dread ? they did not want 
the ^td of the statute to prevent others 
from interfering with them. They 
had brought forward some charges of 
fraud against persons who had not ser- 
ved an apprenticeship ; but fraud does 
nst arise from inexpertness. Prosecu- 
tions had been formerly rare, and only 
arising from personal malignity to the 
master, or jealousy of the manemployi’ 
ed ; for never was an unskilful work- 
man the object of attack ; Of late, 
they had assumed a more serious and 
systematic shape ; in one county'(the 
county of Northumberland) they had 
gone through most trades ; Hiey had 
found out that a cook exercised a trade 
requiring skill ; and had they not been 
stopped by the notice he had given, 
they were preparing to attack the 
chhnney- sweepers, he supposed with 
a view to enforeq. morals, by subject- 
ing boys to hard labour at nine years 
of age, and turning them loose again 
at the most dangerous period of youth. 
As the act now stands it is ridiculous ; 
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'it ought cither to be made effectual, which have hitherto' bailed the ss/- 
or r^ealed ; and who, he asked, would gacity of the most comprehensive 
be hardy enough to propose to enforce minds. On the 27th of Aj(^ril, Sir 
it ? He said, skill Cvas not given by Egerton Brydges moved firfr leave to 
the parchment indenture, but by in-* bring in a bill for the auMiidment of 
dustry proportioned to the nature of the poor laws. (5n this occasion he 
the employment and the capacity of observed, that, in rising to intro- 
the learner ; therefore jfiot only the dace the motion whitih -Uam about to 
^ime requisite to acquire it was differ- #make for leave to amei|d some of the 
^nt in’ different trades,* but in differ- provisions of'the laws nowin being, 
cot individuals. Again, the law only for the scttlcn^ent and better relief of 
applies to trades in existence at the the poor, it will become me at the 
time of passing the statute, and is very outset to say a few words on the 
therefore unequal ; and it is worthy of nature of my plan, which may, I hope, 
observation, that those tradijs which soften that appearance,of presumption 
have flourished most, had arisen since to iwhich I may otherwise be liable* 
the statute : It is also Unequal, as af- If any hon. member supposes I am 
fecting the ntitives of Ireland and Scot- about to attempt any violent change, 
land, in neither of which countries suoli cither in the principles or in the prac- 
a law prevails ; and yet, if at an adult tical details and machinery of the poor 
age they come to England as work- laws, I beg to assure that hon. mem- 
men, they are affected by the statute, ber that nothing is farther from my 
And here he observed, that the natives intention. My scheme is to propose 
of Scotland had never been accused of a few very simple amendments (simple 
want of industry, or of skill, nor of in their principle and provisions, but 
moral habits. The learned serjeaut great, I trust, and most beneficial in 
said he had not taken up this case their effects.) Sir, in what I am about 
li|^htly ; he had thouglit much upon to lay before this House, I beg thus 
the subject ; nor had he proceeded ej^rly to declare that 1 will not trifle 
merely on the opinion of theoretical with them, nor bewilder myself with 
men, though political economy had any light and visionary thoories. I 
ever been with him a favourite stu- mean in every step to keep within the 
dy ; he had been favoured with the ^tracks of expff1eni|f, and only to move 
^ valuable opinions of many ^nlight- forward in that path and that spirit of 
ened practical men ; and from all the amendmeht by which the legislature 
information he had derived on the sub- has within the last 20 years improved 
*ject, he was fully convinced it was one this branch of the statute-law, so 
thaft loudly called for the interposition greatly to- the comfort and happiness 
pf iKe legislature.'^ of the poor. 

It ^oes not appear, that the bill “ Sir, of the improvement8i,4^yyhich 
proposed by Mr Serjeant Onslow I have alluded, there is none more con- 
V^as persevered in. A violent outcry spicuous, more founded in wisdom, 
was raised against it by interested per- and more humane and salutary in its 
sons, and the difficulties of carrying consequencifts, than the 35 Geo. III., 
it through may have suggested the c. 101, intituled ‘ An Act to prevent 
convenience of ab|ndoning the mea- the removal of poor persons till they 
sure for a time. jshall became actually chargeable.* 

An attempt was made during this This act, sir, hss much softened an 
session to remedy, in some measure, • evil arisifig out ofthe 12 and 13 Char- 
f the evils of a system of regulations les IL, c. 12, which all great legisla* 
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rs and eif lightened politicians have 
in thelK speeches and writings deplo- 
red ana-s^'^ndemned. I mean the re- 
striction o^the poor from living where 
they chose, dr^an j^cst support them- 
selves. 

Sir, by this just act, tlicy may re- 
side where they please, and seek work 
where they will, so lo^g as they im- 
pose no burden on the place of their 
abode. But,* sir, in the general price 
of labour and corn, that time in most 
cases too soon arrives ; and can too 
seldom, through a whole life, be kept 
off by any industry. 

** A removal is a grievous eVil ; 
grievous, as I shall presently endea- 
vour to shew, in so many ways, that 
nothing but some other paramount in- 
justice can authorize it. 

But it is .apparent that in these 
cases removal follows settlement. The 
grievance then arises out of the law of 
settlement as it now stands. 

“ It is then to certain provisions of 
this law, where they bear hardest up- 
on this point, that my attention, and 
my suggestions of amendment, are 
turned. ^ 

The legislature must have had in 
view to fix the burden of a pauper on 
that parish which ought in justice to 
bear it. It was»»’uiireasonabIe that 
where paupers had lately ^wandered 
into a parish they should be able to 
impose this burden. Nor where they 
have so lately wandered, is the cruelty 
of a removal great. As far as the 
statute of Ch. il. puisnes this object, 
whiduiie ‘professes, it is not objection- 
able. 

But all the most cruel and aggra- 
vated grievances of removal attach in 
cases of long residence : «nd in these 
very cases in which the grievance is 
greatest, is the reason for it totally 
inapplicable. Why is a parish to be 
burdened with the 8i#pport of fi pau- 
per ? Because it has had the feenefit of 
Lis labour. And yet an old man is to 


be sent from the parish where, per- 
haps, he has p^issed half his life, to a 
distant spot, in which he was born, but 
which he has never seen since he wai 
a boy, or where he served his ap- 
prenticeship, or a single year as a ser- 
vant. 

Now wlnt is the superior title to 
exemption from this burden in the p?^ 
rish from which the pauper was re- 
moved, over the parish to which he*ia 
removed ? The reverse is the case. 
But even if it were not so, at what a 
price to others is this exemption pur- 
chased ?i 

Here is the unhappy pauper, re- 
moved perhaps frotn the eastern point 
of Kent to the Landes End, at what 
ah enormous cx pence-— at what a 
chance of litigation ! removed too 
from his cottage, from the spot where 
he had formed all his connections, 
where he had worked out for himself 
hitherto the means of an industrious 
livelihood, and where, except during 
some temporary pressure, he might 
work it out again — to a parish, where 
he has no friends, no house but a work- 
house to receive him, no means of em- 
ployment, but must remain an helpless 
and an hopeless pauper, and an unmi- 
tigated burden upon this place of his 
settlement, during the remainder of his 
life! ' 

‘‘ Sir, the remedy of this indescri- 
bable hardship to the poor, of this im- 
politic waste of money in removals 
and litigations, is simple and easy. 
Give a settlement b^ a certain number 
of years residence as an housf keep- 
er without having received parochial 
relief This ifi the grand feature of 
my bill : This is the greatest of the 
amendments I would propose. Sir, I 
boast no novelty in this proposition. 
I rather boast tli#t it is not new : 
I place my greatest reliance on its 
want of novelty, because it has the 
sanction of so many wise authorities. 
It formed o^e of the clauses of that 
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Extensive and able plan introduced 
into this House in lbl07» by an hon. 
member, with whose {)owerful abi- 
lities and eloquence,* and great poli- 
tical knowledge, this House is so fa- ’ 
miliar— I mean tjie member for Bed- 
ford. Nay, sir, this clause, if 1 am 
not misinformed, then Received the 
sanction of the House, 'though the 
hon. member afterwards abandbned 
the bill* in consequence of the non- 
adoption of other parts of his exten- 
sive plan. A similar clause was in- ‘ 
troduced by Sir William Young in 
his bill for amending the poor laws. 
And it is fortified by the opinion of 
Sir Frederick Edeii^ aridt other writers 
on this subject. 

Sir, I am at a loss to guess wbah 
plausible objection can be started to 
this proposal. Will h be urged, that 
it is dangerous to shift the burdens 
which long * established laws have 
thrown upon parishes ? Sir, if this 
were an evil, shall we, for the sake of 
avoiding it, continue to endure evils 
60 much greater ? But, sir, it is really 
no evil at all ! It is a ‘ ^ive and take’ 
•iJusiness. If parishes thus become 
loaded with some pour, whom tliey 
could otherwise throw off, they, in 
return, throw off others whom they 
must otherwise support. 

‘‘ Sir, if, in the contest between 
parishes for comparative advantage, 
which the poor laws liave generated, 
That acute jealousy which self interest 
is 6 v>re to create, shall suggest a fear 
that tiiis amendment may have a ten- 
dency 40 benefit the country places, 
at the expcnce of towns, by adding 
another facility to the suppression of 
settlement by birth, it being admitted, 
that the former supply more of the 
population to the latter than they ttike 
from them, I feel confident, that so 
far-fetclicd and unfair a motive of ob- 
jection will have no weight in this 
House. But, sir, if there were any 
weight in this objection, one of the 


latter clauses of the bill I ^propose to^ 
move, will far more than coun^rba* 
lance it. j/ 

“ Sir, the simplicity and oj^ous jus- 
tice of this clause does, limpe, speak 
for itself. The moefe of proof will be 
80 easy, the parish, from which the 
burden is taken will be relieved in so 
piuch greater a proportion than that 
on which it is placed is loaded ; and 
the hardships and violence To the mo* 
ral habits and feelings ot the pauper 
will be so hicalculably softened, tliat 
a greater good, gained, too, by one 
of the slightest of alterations, cannot, 
in my mind, be well conceived I 
2. “ As to the 2d clause, sir, of the 
bill which I propose to move for leave 
to bring in, it is founded on the same 
principle, as far as is consistent with 
those main provisions of the settlement 
laws, which I do not think myself jus- 
tified in attempting to disturb. I mean, 
sir, the principle of softening the evilt 
of removal, where they cannot be en- 
tirely extinguished. 

Experience has shewn that tem- 
porary relief is oftai wanted by pau- 
pers, vrliile resident in places where 
their powers and opportimities to sup- 
port themselves may soon revive ; but 
from wlience, if they are removed, 
they become Tffujflll's for life. The 
principle of suspension of removal, du- 
ring sickness, has been already adopt- 
ed. I am anxious to carry this one step 
furtlier ; and to allow a pauper, for a 
gi,vcn time, 'to receive relief where resi- 
deAt, to berepaid by the pariah to which 
he belongs. Thus he is saved ijiAgi an 
immediate forfeiture of his old means 
of self-support ; and here is a stimulus 
to recover himself. If the removal at 
last comes, it^comes alleviated by pre- 
paration, and by having had the chance 
of averting it. Probably it will save 
a removal in more than half the cases 
wliich iv)w occur % and, in addition to 
ihe dreadful miseries from which pau- 
pers will be thus protected, the saving 
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Vo the rat^ and trouble of both pa- 
rishe^ust be truly important. 

Sd.^^^ir, it was objected to me by 
some magistrates, whom I consulted 
out of thiK^oiUBe, that a difficulty 
might occur in the mode of enforcing 
re-payment by the parish to which the 
pauper shall be adjudged to belong. 
Luckily for ^ne, sir, there can be no 
such difficulty^the mode is already 
rovided f6r, in the act of 35 Geo. 
II., which provides for such repay- 
ment in cases of suspension of remo- 
val during sickness ; and I have no- 
thing to do but to adopt the same 
provision. I have also provided for 
the adjudication of the pauper’s set- 
tlement. 

4th. ** Sir, the next point to which 
my attention has been called, may 
seem a matter of mere minor regula- 
tion ; but it seems to me a point of such 
obvious justice to others, as well as of 
urgent neces'^ity to the health of the 
poor, that often as the evil has been 
complained of, I am at a loss to ac- 
count how it has been so long without 
a remedy. I meah, sir, the provision 
to enable magistrates to order parishes 
to procure medical aid, and to be re- 
sponsible for the payment of it to a li- 
mited amount. I need not repeat that 
this is as well a judiicc clue to the me^ 
dical man, as an act of humanity, 
which it is grievous to withhold from 
the poor. 

** I am sure, sir, that in this en- 
lightened age, reasons which have for- 
merly been assigned for this defect, 
wilUia longer be admitted. It i‘8 ri- 
diculously trifling to say that the me- 
dical man has already his remedy at 
law against the pauper ! The remedy 
:hat at the expence of cdsts perhaps 
ihricc the amount of the debt, will 
rive the pauper’s naked person to 
port with in a gaol 1 ^ 

5th. “ Sir, it is aiAong the greatest 
^ievances of the poor laws, since they' 
lave grown into a system of so much 


intricacy and subtlety, that they have 
been the source of such constant and 
expensive litigation.' The loss of time 
and trouble which they have thus cau«* 
sed, however much it maybe regretted, 
is not yet so much the subject of lamen- 
tation, as the consumption of those 
funds which^gre wanted to relieve the 
poor themselves, instead of feeding the 
contending interests of the parishes 
which raise them. 

*“^One of the most fertile sources of 
this sort of litigation is that clause 
in the settlement law, Vhich, in the 
claim gf a settlement as a yearly ser- 
vant, requires proof, not only of a ser- 
vice for a yeajr, but also of an hiring 
for a year. Sir, it is impossible to 
look into reports of settlement cases, 
without being struck with the vast 
proportion of them which turn upon 
the uncertainty and nicety of this kind 
of proof. 

To cut up this subject of conten- 
tion by the root, I have proposed a 
clause, to give a settlement by a year’s 
service only, yrithout any reference to 
the time of hiring. 

• 6th. “ I am aware, sir, that there 
is a duty to perform to parishes as 
well as to paupers. If paupers ought 
not to be wantonly and hardly remo- 
ved, parishes ought not, without ne- 
cessity, to be burdened. If, in some 
respects, the restraints upon giving a 
settlement are too great, there are 
others in which settlements may be 
too easily gained. When the act of 
Charles II. passed j the annual rent or 
value of a tenement, when it affnount- 
ed to 10/. was supposed to raise the 
presumption, that he who could get 
credit to hire it, was of sufficient sub- 
stance to rebut the presumption of his 
becoming chargeable. The value of 
money has so fallen, that it has long 
ceased to operate m this way. A for- 
ty days’ residence, therefore, on a te- 
nement of the annual value of 10/. 
does appear to me, to subject parishes 
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to burdens, to which upon no princi- 
ple, or adequate ground, they ought to 
be exposed. I propose,* therefore, to 
raise the rent (for value I would ex- 
clude from the uncertainty in its proof) 
to 20/., under which sum no tenement 
shall give a settlement, not unless it be 
tired by one and the same contract, 
jbr a term not less than a year. I 
have said, that in this proposal, I have 
in vjew the interests of parishes : but, 
at the same time, it will, in rtiy opi- 
nion, combine with it the interests of 
the poor. At present, land has been 
separated from cottages by the influ- 
ence of farmers, because it woulft raise 
the rent to the 10/.^ which burdens 
a parish with ’settlements. Make it 
20/., and within that sum the land ne- 
cessary to keep a cow, as well as the 
cottage, may be had. • Now, sir, we 
all know how much the keeping a cow 
contributes to the comfort and indus- 
try of the poor in the country. In 
case of lodgers, I would add one more 
condition to this settlement, by hiring 
a tenement ; for, where tlie occupant 
is not a house-keeper, I Would require 
srTesidence of six months, instead of 
forty days. As the law now stands, 
workmen come from a distance to 
some town, where temporary works 
are going on, and obtain high wages, 
pgy nigh rents for lodgings — stay 'per- 
haps scarcely more than the 40 days ; 
and if any thing elsewhere occurs to 
ixftke them chargeable, are brought 
back,.»perhaps with a large family, to 
jbe a gifevous burden on the parish for 
the* remainder of their lives. Is this 
reasonable? And would a removal, 
even after a m«ch longer residence, 
from such a parish, have been cruel ? 
It is most unfortunate that by the 
laws in being, removals are for the 
want of a settlement most allowed 
where they operate with the most 
hardship, and the moat violence to the 
moral feelings and industrious habits 
of the poor. 


7th. « Of the principle Old general 
provisions of the act 22d Geo AIL, 
called Gilbert’s Act, whereby^ishea 
incorporating themselves undtf^certain 
’•conditions, are empo.weradr^ erect a 
common poor-house, I slidl forbear to 
say any thing in this place. It has 
been put extensively into practice at 
a, vast expence, and I have no inten- 
tion by the present motion to disturb 
its main provisipns. Bqt 'there are 
at least three of its minor regulations, 
which imperiously call for amend- 
ment. 

Sir, by that bill, as k now stands, 
it is tfiacted, that upon any refusal of 
application for relief by the guardian 
of any parish to, or on behalf of any 
I poor person, a farther application 
must be made to the visitor, before a 
magistrate can hear a copaplaint, and 
order redress. 

“ Now, in cases where many pa* 
rishes are incorporated, the visitor per* 
haps lives from 10 to 20 miles from 
the residence of the pauper, who, front 
poverty or feebleness, cannot travel so 
far to make the application. I pro- 
pose; to repeal the necessity of apply- 
ing to the visitor as well as guardian. 

8th. « By the same act, the visitor 
is to be chosen by the magistrates out 
of three put tfi ’^©Inination by the 
guardians. I would give the magis- 
trates a greater latitude of choice, and 
allow thfem to select a visitor out of 
the whole limits of those incorporated 
parishes. 

9t:h. « By the 30th of Geo. III., 
the act which gives power to 
trates to visit and report the condi- 
tions of poor-houses, restricts them 
into cases of poor-houses of incorpo- 
rated parishes.Sl would annul that re-^ 
striction. 

Thus, sir, have I endeavoured, 
as i^hortly an^ simply as I am able, 
to explain the objects of my bill. 
Sir, I beg to repeat what I most 
sincerely said in the opening of this- 
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motion: ft is not without great vio« 
lenciwto my feelings that I have exert- 
ed myself to make this attempt. I 
am awar^ and 1 am too sensible of 
that charge of presumption, which' 
one, obscure as T am, may expose him- 
self to, by touching a subject so often 
agitated in this House, and which has 
employed the attention of so manry 
great minds. But an imperious sense 
of duty hiis surmounted these feelings. 
It is not without much labour and 
thought — much anxiety iftid consulta- 
tion, that I have ventured these pro- 
ositions. t only wish, sir, they had 
ad a better advocate. But 1 en- 
treat that those honourable members, 
who may doubt the expediency of 
what I now suggest, will have the 
goodness, if this House should so far 
honour me as to entertain the bill at 
all, to wait till they c.in see and exa- 
mine it as it is worded — when I trust 
they will be satisfied on many points, 
on which my imperfect exposition nfay, 
have raised a doubt.’* 

This bill was not very well recei- 
ved by the House. When the report 
upon it was taken into consideration, 
Mr Western observed, “ after giving 
due ciedit to the benevolent intentions 
of the hon. mover ^f the bilh he felt 
himself bound ^iS'cfppose it in toto» 
Ist, Because it appeared to him im- 
practicable, on account of the com- 
plexity of its provisions. 2d, Because 
those provisions were not in conformi- 
ty to the preamble ; inasmuch as that 
preamble proposed, to have it in ^iew, 
tc ♦^ke away the grievance of a* remo- 
val, in consequence of the grant of 
mere temporary relief ; whereas, for 
his part, he could not find out any 
thing in the bill calculated to effectu- 
ate any such purpose. 3d, Because 
the bill involved a principle in his mind 
highly objectionable, which was this-— 
that the magistrates would have power 
to make orders of payment on parishcis, 
not present, to resist such orders, 4tb, 


Because the trouble attending the 
rious proceedings, which the bill cre- 
ated, alarmed him, when he looked to 
the examination of witnesses, the adju- 
dication, the allowance, &c. &c. 5th. 
Because the provision for a re exami- 
nation before an appeal appeared to 
him defectiye, as he could see no mode 
devised as to what was to happen ih 
case the jiistibes revoked their adjudi- 
cation. 6'th„ Becau‘5e the charges in 
obtoining reimbursement would, as he 
was informed, run to not less than SL 
or 4/. 7th, Because il would necessi- 
tate parishes to open a debtor and cre- 
ditor account to a large extent with 
other parishes, aod he was informed, 
that the parfsh of St Giles’s had now 
rnot less than 1,000 removals in a year, 
and this act would therefore open 
1,000 accounts in its stead. As to the 
2d clause, in affording medical relief,, 
it appeared to him objectionable, as 
interfering between the parish atid the 
medical practitioner ; and that, as the 
law at present stood, the medical prac- 
titioner, if he could get no payment 
from the pauper, had, at least, thead- 
♦ vantage of the credit and collateral 
practice that such aid gave him.” 

The efforts of Sir E. Brydges, how- 
ever, were made in vain, the House 
having refused to sanction the improve- 
ments which he suggested. 

The difficulties attending the ame- 
lioration of the poor laws have hither- 
to been found insurmountable ; the 
greatest minds have sunk und^r the 
weight of this cumbrous systehT. The 
principle on which the pooii(>laws are 
founded is confessedly erroneous, and 
the practice is not wonly imperfect, 
but so deep have the roots of this 
pernicious system struck into the 
Wiiole frame of society, that extreme 
temerity alone would propose the sud- 
den application of a cure, which should 
go to the very foundation of these 
mischievous establishments. Yet no- 
thing short of this will permanently 
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alail— -for the careless extravagance^ 
the znefan and cowering spirit with 
which the poor laws have done so 
much to taint the English^ must be 
increased^ not removed, even by the 
most successful attempts to improve 
, the execution of these impolitic laws. 

* They had their origin in the most fa- 
I tal error that ever was committed— an 
"errdr which proposed to» disjoin in- 


dustry and worldly comfbrtt|^o avert, 
by the weak instrumentality of human 
institutions, the penalties which'^he 
inflexible laws of nature have affixed to 
human indiscretion and probacy. To 
improve the machinefy cl^he poor 
laws, therefore, is only to communi- 
cate new force to an engine already 
too powerful for the w^jare of the 
state. 


VOL. VII. PART I. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Discussions relating to ihe Speaker^ s Speech at the Close ofthe^ last Session- 
Proceedings respecting the Corn Lam. — Bill for the better Preservation of 
the Peace in Ireland. — Befiections on the Orange Associations. •^Debates as 
to the Keeping up of the Militia Establishments in Time of Peace. ^Mr 
Serjeant Onslouo*s Bill for better securing the Liberty 'of the Subject. 


The Speaker of the House of Com- 
mons had at the close of the last ses- 
sion of parliament addressed the Prince 
Regent in a very nervous and eloquent 
speech, in which the following passage 
applicable to the proceedings of the 
House of Commons upon the catholic 
question occurred. “ Other moment- 
ous changes have been proposed. * Ad- 
herihg, hoVvever, to those laws which 
have made the throne, the parliament, 
and government o^this country fun- 
damentally pro(?st2UifJ we have rot 
consented to allow that those who ac- 
knowledge a foreign jurisdiction should 
administer the powers and jurisdictions 
of this realm ; willing, nevertheless, 
and willing as I trust wd always ^chall 
be, to allow the largest scope to reli- 
toleration.” 

Upon this passage Lord Morpeth 
moved, “ that it is contrary to par- 
liamentary usage, and to the spirit 
of parliamentary proceeding, for the 
Speaker, unless b}^ special direction 
of the House, to inform his majesty, 
cither at the bar of the House .of 
Lords, or elsewhere, of any proposal 
made to the House by any of its njefn- 


bers, either in the way of bill or mo- 
tion, or to acquaint the throne with 
any proceedings relative to such pro- 
posal until they shall be consented to 
by the House.” Such is the general 
proposition upon which Lord Mor- 
peth and his friends founded their 
charge against the Speaker ; but the 
specific motion made by them to the* 
House was, that a special entry be 
made in the journals, that it be not 
drawn into precedent for any Speaker, 
except by the special direction of the 
House, to inform his majesty, in the 
manner above-mentioned, of the pro- 
positions submitted to the Commops, 
until the same shall have been consent- 
ed to by the House.” 

In support of the motion itVas ur- 
ged, that in considering thirf**que8tion 
we must have recourse to precedents ; 
and the most authentic are nece8S74*ily 
those which are to be found in the jour- 
nals of the House. The speeches of Sir 
Spencer Compton, Speaker Onslow, 
Sir John Cust, and Sir Fletcher Nor- 
ton, have been preserved. The speech 
of Sir Spencer Compton in the year 
1715| referring in terms of pointed at- 
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\aik and animadversion to the trea- 
ty of Utrecht, is strictly founded up- 
on the proceedings* and addresses of 
tlie House. The speech of Mr Ons- 
low in 1745, though taking an ex- 
tensive range, and expressing strong 
opinions with regard to the situation 
"c^f Europe, and the conduct of the 
war, arises out of measures that had 
metwith tlie concurrenceof the House. 
The speech of Sir John Gust is mere- 
ly e^plim?entary, and refers to tlje 
king’s marriage. Sir Fletcher Norton’s 
•speech, although producing a consi- 
derable difference of opinion as to the 
true exposition of the sense of' the 
. House of Commons, applied solely and 
entirely to the bill that was then pre- 
sented to the throne. — In the journals 
of the House of Lords, more exam- 
ples will be found in the speeches of 
Sir Edward Turner in the beginning 
of Charles the Second’s reign. But 
in the mass, the variety, and luxuri- 
ancy of his oratory we cannot disco- 
ver, although in times of considerable 
iieat and contention, any reference to 
the conflicts and debates of that pe- 
jjod. 

If we apply to less authentic sources 
of information, we shall find a copious 
catalogue of the speeches of former 
Speakers. In the earlier periods of 
our parliamentary history we do not 
indbed discover many remains of the 
oratory of those days : We hear in- 
de<Ki that Sir John Tiptoft was in the 
habit of addressing Henry the 4th, and 
that, ii^he words of Mr Prynne, the 
young Speaker took much upon him ; 
and though by this conduct he did 
not forfeit the g^od opinion of his so- 
veretgn, the licence was afterwards re- 
pressed. During the reigns of the 
^princes of the house of Tudor the ma- 
' terials are more abundant, but upon 
that period on many *account8 it is 
unnecessary to dwell : though it would 
be wrong to involve in a general cen- 
sure the addresses of that time, for 


in the list of the Speakers ofj^hat day 
is to be found the name of Sir Thopias 
More. But in the greater part y hat. 
ever meanness could conceive, ^r flat- 
tiry suggest, may be abun^ntly dis- 
covered. We find Henry tne 8th com- 
pared in wisdom to Solomon, in beau- 
ty to Absalom, and iir strength to 
Ssy^pson, and then likerafd to that 
glorious luminary the sun. We find 
the same spirit exerted in compliment- 
ing Queen Elizabeth, though more 
excusable in •that instance. “ But 
amidst all the affectation, pedantry, 
and flattery that disgrace^ the com- 
positioas of that period, one princi- 
ple,” said Lord Morpeth, “ remain- 
ed inviolate, that of not communi- 
pating to the throne the debates of 
the House of Commons, a sanctuary 
which even their licentious feet did 
not venture to penetrate, a'line of de- 
marcation which these freebooters in- 
to the realms of science, of taste, and 
of wit, did not dare to transgress* 
There was however one Speaker in the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth who seems 
to have entertained no inaccurate idea 
of the language that the Speaker might 
employ. These are the words that 
Mr Onslow in the 9th of Queen Eliza- 
beth is reported to have used: “ Again, 
when I considerw..^ ‘^ce as Speaker, 
it is no great matter ; being but a 
mouth to ultOr things appointed to me 
to speak unto you, and not otherwise, 
which consisteth only in speaking, and 
not in any other knowledge ; whereby 
1 gather how it is necessary I speak 
plainly. and simply according to 
truth reposed in me.” And again, 
« Thus it is necessary they elect a 
plain speaker, fit for the plain matter, 
and, thereforc,*,^well provided to have 
such a one as should use plain words, 
and not either so fine that they cannot 
be understood, or else so elegant that 
they' miss |^he chshioij,” — We find the 
saipe doctrine maintained by Mr Po wel. 

The Speaker is called the mouth 
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and tongue of the House which speaks 
the conception of the mind ; not that 
he is to make those conceptions, but 
pronounce what he has ii< command 
from the House. Lenthall, the Speak* 
cr, told the' king, that he had neither 
tongue, eyes, nor ears, but what the 
House gave him, * Such was the lan- 
guage of M. Powel in the debate upon 
the conduct of Sir Edward Seymour 
in 1677. He was not at that time in 
the chair, but was afterwards raised tO 
the highest honour ever I believe con- 
ferred upon a commoner, that of being 
Speaker of the Convention Parliament 
in 1688; and the doctrines that he 
maintained as an individual member 
he did not probably belie in the exer- 
cise of his new authority. * 

** There are only two instances which 
appear to be any deviations from the 
general rule, but they are so slight as 
to be scarcely deserving of notice. Sir 
Harbottle Grim stone, soon after the 
Restoration, in an address to the throne, 
says, that the Commons agreed to a bill 
after some debate,’’ and that is the 
only instance in which the word de- 
bate is mentioned ; and it is to be ob- 
8erw?d, th?t in the copy of his speech 
in the journals of the House of Lora? 
that expression is not employed. The 
other case is th|i.ibrr Cir John Trevor 
in the Ist of James IL, where he says 
that he brings no bill, but that the 
House relies upon tlie assurance of his 
majesty. The speeches of Mr Onslow 
in the course of the last century fake 
an extensive view of the political situ- 
ation of the country, but all his obser- 
vations seem to arise out of acts done 
and determined by the Plouse. — But 
precedents,*' continued Lord Morpeth, 
no doubt may exist w^^ich have eluded 
my research ; perhaps the ghost of 
some departed speech may be evoked 
from its charnel-house of mouldering, 
dusty, and forgotten ]5ape^;s, to rear 
its ambiguous form within the walls^f 
this house ; but however awed by the 


supe rnatural appearance, I shall appeUi^ 
from the dead to the living, from those 
that have Ibng slumbered in silence 
and obscurity, to those that have ven- 
tured to visit the face of day, and court 
the light of heaven, those that have 
not dreaded exposure, and shrunk from 
publication. It would, however, be 
very difficult to find a case precisely 
analogous to the present. The reso- 
lutions passed the House, the princi- 
ple of the bill was established iflf'the 
second reading, the application of the 
principle in an important point was ne- 
gatived by a small majority in the com- 
mittee : In this state of things, the 
bill still in existence at the very time 
that you, sir, addressed the throne, 
the principle carried, the application 
of it negatived, the throne is informed, 
by what purports to be the collective 
voice of the House of Commons, that 
changes of great importance have been 
proposed, that the House, however, 
has not consented to allow persons of 
a particular class to administer the 
powers and jurisdictions of this realm. 
But even a precedent were found 
exactly in point, I should ask if thie 
be a case upon which precedent alone 
must absolutely decide? — is a privilege 
lost and forfeited by occasional infrac- 
tion, especially in cases where the at- 
tention of th» House has not been spe- 
cifically directed to the object ? in 
what a situation should we now stand, 
and what a miserable portion of oar 
privileges would now remain, if such 
doctrines were ^ valid and maintain- 
able.” ^ * 

• After making several objections to 
the terms ejuployed by the Speaker, 
and pointing out the dangers which 
he thought might arise from such an 
abuse of privilege ; by casting unme- 
rited censure upon a disappointed body 
—by exciting pTopular clamour, or in- 
sinuating doctrines which might be 
agreeable to persons in power, Lord 
Morpeth continued : “ It is therefore to 
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Luard against dangers that menace 
Alike the freedom of debate, and the 
>J 4 ght of petitioning/ that ! should ear- 
nestly recommend an adherence to the 
principle of not communicating to the 
^rone the debates of this House ; a 
2torinciple inherent in the very essence 
o!P a free constitution, of wlych we can 
trace the first rudiments in times of 
very remote antiquity, though nearly 
oblit^ated ynder the powerful rule of 
the princes of the Norman line, vvhdh 
military service and enterprize were 
the only titles to respect and consider- 
ation. But when upon a disputed suc- 
cession the Commons began to vindi- 
cate their share in the legislature of 
their country, find thatHenry the 
IVth thought it expedient to conciliate 
as well as govern his people. Of this 
a memorable instance is to be found in 
the rolls of parliament in the tiind of 
that king, which is thus translated : 

Because it might happen that some 
of the Commons, to please the king, 
or advance themselves, might relate 
1167116 things before they were deter- 
mined,’ discussed, or accoraed to by 
TtTfe Commons, it might please the king 
to allow no such person to relate such 
matters, or give any credence to such 
a party.” To which the king answers. 
That the Commons should have de- 
libe/ation to treat of all matters among 
themselves, in order to bring them to 
a good end and conclusion for the ad- 
vantage and honour of his kingdom, 
and he.^rould not hear such a person 
5 >r-^give^ any credence to him, before 
6u^ matters were communicated to 
the king by the advice and assent of 
all Connmonf according to their 
-petition,” And in the 9th of the 
aame king is the following entry in the 
■polls : ** That in all future parliaments 
it should be lawful as w^l to the Lords 
by themselves, as to the Commons by 
themselves, to debate df all matters re* 
dating to the realm, and of the means 
redress them; without disclosing the 


same to the king before a dAermina* 
tion made thereof, and that to be ddne 
only by the mouth of the Speaker.” 
^rom these proceedings, and f/om the 
articles that were about th^ame time 
presented to the king by the Commons, 
we may infer that the free constitution 
of this country is not of the modern 
grepwth which some writers ifive suppo- 
sed. We observe this principle suspend- 
ed and almost lost ^during the* stormy 
period of the wars of York and Lancas- 
ter, depressed*and subdued under the 
arbitrary domination of the princes of 
the house of Tudor; Reviving, how- 
ever, af the opening of the 17th cen- 
tury, opposing itself to the conceited 
pedantry and self-sufficient ideas of 
James the 1st, who seems to have mis- 
taken the age in which he lived, and 
the people whom he supposed he was 
by some divine authority commission- 
ed to govern. We see it enforced in 
that memorable protestation of the 
19th of that king, in language worthy 
of the patriots who presented it, and 
ennobled by the impotent resentment 
of the monarch who erased it with his 
own hand from the journals, hut which 
survives, a monument of tliteir gloVy, 
and of his shame. We see its generous 
influence pervading jjie earlier labours 
of tjie Long Pafflame^r, till that un- 
fortunate conflict arose which, though 
it humbled the pride of kings, disgra- 
ced the caTTse of freedom, and closed 
the eventful scene in tyranny, in out- 
rage,* and in blood. We see it again 
in array against the corrupt, profligate, 
and mercenary ad ministration of wdiarla^ 
the 2d, and we hail its final confirma- 
tion and establishment in the great 
work of the Revolution. But 1 may 
be told that thtfgentries in the time of 
Henry the ^th, and the protestation 
in that of James 1., refer only to com- 
munications ma^e to the throne by in- 
dividual frrmhers, and not by the 
Spoaker. I would, however, beg leave 
to a^k those who make that dUtinc* 
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the charges relate, a question whicfc 
I am not this day called upon to ar- 


tion, wRat would have been the opi- 
nion of the parliaments of that day if 
the communication had been made in 
their names but without their authp- 
rity, witlKiut, os it is expressed in the 
answer of Henry the 4th, the advice 
and assent of all the Commons of Eng- 
land. I^^is therefore to preserve this 
principle, hot merely valuable front its 
antiquity, but as infusing life, spirit, 
vigour, and animation into the whole 
system of parliamentary proceeding, 
that I now venture to call upon the 
House — it is not with the compara- 
tively contracted view of making a 
personal attack upon an individual, 
however conspicuous may be his sta- 
tion ; it has, 1 trust, a nobler aim, and 
is directed to greater objects. It is cal- 
culated, I hope, to preserve the source, 
whence the principles of a free consti- 
tution are derived, pure and untainted ; 
to induce you to watch over (to use 
the words of Mr Burke) the sacred 
fire of an eternal constitutional jea- 
lousy, the guardian of law, of liberty, 
an^ustice.^* 

The Speaker then addressed the 
House, and defended his conduct with 
hi^ usual 'energy and talent. After 
the motion of the noble lord, prefaced 
with whatever fo^ns of personal civi- 
lity, but impI^mgTnecessarily imply- 
ing, a grave and serious^charge of mis- 
conduct in the speech delivered by me 
at the bar of the House “^f Lords at 
the close of the last session, the House 
will naturally expect that I should be 
desirous of now offering myself to their 
-attention. 

I should be very sorry indeed to 
be thought insensible to the peculiar 
course of proceeding adopted by the 
noble lord, injuriou6,«d8 1 think, to the 
character and dignity of the House ; 
but nevertheless I shall abstain from 
all further comment qn that head, I 
shall abstain afeb from discussing, in 
any degree whatever, the merits of 
the great political question to which 


Denounced, however, long since 
to this House, as « the unauthorized 
and unauthentic expositor of its opi- ' 
nions,’^ — whose conduct was objec- ' 

tionable on solid and constitutioil^ 
grounds,” and whose speech in -the 
name of the House deserved ** repre- 
hension,*^-^! confess I did^expejctfrom 
the justice and plain-dealing of the nq- 
ble lord, that he would this day havitj 
brought forward some charge in ex- 
presfi and direct terms, and have de- 
manded a distinct vote of censure. 
But although his motion seeks only to 
establish some prospective regulation, 
which in this place it is not for me to 
debate ; and although it proceeds up- 
on principles and facts, which (how- 
ever they may appear to me to be quite 
irrelevant to the existing case) I am 
not at liberty to discuss ; nevertheless, 
as it is founded wholly upon an as- 
sumption of misconduct on my part, 
which it desires may not be drawn ‘in- 
to precedent hereafter, I presume the 
House will allow me to lay fully Be- 
fore them those considerations upon 
which I trust it will appear that such 
an accusation is entirely groundless. 

Upon this subject, I conceive that 
there are substantially two distinct 
questions to which I am called upon 
to answer in my own vindication ; first. 
Whether, according to the usage of 
parliament, the proceedings ‘ in^ this 
House upon 'the Roman X^atllolir, 
claims were fit matter to beWntiomed 
or adverted to, in such a speech, at 
such a time ? secorfdly, If lit be 
mentioned at all, were they mention^ 
in a proper manner I 
^ ** Upon the first question, Whether^ 
the proceedings in this House upon ' 
the Roman Catholic claims were fit to 
be mentioned iif such a speech, at such 
a time ? 1 very humbly submit to the» 
House, that according to the usag^ 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. 


71 


Caap. 4.] 


and practice of parliamenty all or any 
of the principal object.s which have 
employed the attentipn of the Com- 
mons during the session, may be fit 
matters to be mentioned in such ^ 
speech. The rule and practice are so 
laid down in the text-book which we 
‘justly allow to be the best authority 
upon our forms of proceeding ; the 
journal eptries of the House of XiOrds, 
wher^ these speeches af*e necessarily 
noticed, are consistent with the rufe so 
laid down ; aijd so are some of the 
principal instances and authorities of 
which we have any memorial during 
the course of the last century. In 
Mr HatselPs book, ^hicji we acknow- 
ledge as our b'est text-book, the rule 
is laid down thus : “ It has been cus- 
tomary for the Speal^er in presenting 
any bill of supply at the close of a 
session, to recapitulate the principal 
objects which have employed the at- 
tention of the Commons during their 
sitting.’’ The journal entries of the 
Lords are the regular and authentic 
"evidence of the usage upgn this head ; 
but ^ looking through these entries, 
we must always bear in mind, that the 
speeches made upon presenting bills 
of supply at the usual period of clo- 
sing a session, are the only cases strict- 
ly applicable to the present question. 

* ** The earliest of these speeches men- 
tioned in the Lords’ Journals, is in 
J509, in the reign of Henry VIII. ; 
and at first the entries state only the 
general substance of these speeches. 
Tn the reign of Elizabeth some are 
^iven b^ D’l wes in hcBc verba. There 
IS a speech by Lenthal in 164*1 given 
^^length in tHe Journal; and several 
others of the same sort in the reign of 
Charles II. In the year 1689, two 
such speeches are entered j but Inone 
during the rest of# King William’s 
reign, nor any during the reign of 
Queen Anne. Th« are only four by 
Mr Compton duting the reign of 
George I., in the fi^plrds’ Journd, and 


one in the Commons’ Journal. But 
from the year 1721 to this time, there 
is no prorogation speech entered at 
, length in either Journal, except one by 
Mr Onslow in 1745,^whidi was enter- 
ed in the Journal of this House at the 
commencement of the following ses- 
sion, The ordinary fonj^of entry in 
fhe Lords’ Journal from the Revolution 
to the present time has beejn, that 
the Speaker after a speech*,’^ — some- 
times stated^to be a long speech,”-— 
sometimes “ a short speech — or, 

“ after a speech upon the bills passed 
and to be passed,” — or ‘^aftcr a speech 
in relation to the money-bills and other 
matters,” presented the bills of supply. 
There are not fewer than fourteen 
speeches of Mr Onslow noticed in this 
last manner upon the Lords’ Journal, 
as embracing “ other masters” besides 
the bills of supply 5 and the same form 
of entry is also to be found in the 
early years of the present reign. 

Among the instances and autho- 
rities contained in these entries, abun- 
dant proof will be found of the extent 
ro which this usage has prevailed in all 
times. Upon a general view of the 
subjects to which these speeches have 
extended, it appears, that some of the 
earliest relate ^oV-qnly to bills of sup- 
ply, but take notic6 also of the prin- 
cipal other^bills, which had been pre- 
viously gassed in the same session. In 
the reign of James J., they dwell at 
considerable length upon “ other mat- 
tei*§” transacted or debated in parlia- 
ment, which were not of a nature to be 
formed into bills, or tendered foriflie 
royal assent. Lenthal’s speech in 164*1 , 
and the many speeches in the reign of 
Charles II., are extremely comprehen- 
sive in their* topics, even stating the 
points upon which differences of opi- 
nion had arisen, and their result upon 
debate. Th# speech of Mr Conmton 
in 171 5, •printed bftarder of the House 
6f Commons in their own Journals, 
embraces a large compass of various 
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matters : und Mr Onslow^s speech in 
1745, printed with the like approba- 
tion, reviews the whole state of public 
affairs in and out of parliament : The 
speech of Afr CV^mpton states the im- 
peachment which the Commons had 
commenced against the ministers of 
the crown for the peace of Utrecht ; 
and that or Mr Onslow states the m- 
sult of their enauiries into the recent 
misconduct,, of tne naval commanders 
in the Mediterranean. None other of 
Mr Onslow’s speeches, during the 35 
years that he presided in this place, 
are printed at length in the Journal of 
either House ; but the few which have 
been published in the historical memo- 
rials of the last century, sufficiently 
prove that the same practice continued 
to prevail. 

Upon a^ more particular examina- 
tion of the speeches made during the 
last century, it will be seen, that they 
have extended not only to bills offered 
for the royal assent, and matters upon 
which the House had expressed its 
opinion by address, but that they 
have -ilao entered at large into various 
other public occurrences at homeland 
abroad, upon which parliament had 
employed its time and deliberations ; 
and although it does, not appear, that 
this f louse had Jjfffectfcd them to ]^e 
prt*sented to the sovereign in any man- 
ner whatever, by bill of otherwise. 
Thus, the voluntary associsfrions and 
subscriptions entered into by the peo- 
ple in times of rebellion, and their, le- 
gality under the circumstances of such 
a crisis, are enlarged upon by Mr Ons- 
low at one period : And at another, 
he enters at length into the general 
impolicy and ill consequences of all 
continental wars and alliances. But, 
beyond these matters of general con- 
cern and notoriety, it has also been 
deemed within the province of these 
speeches to advsi^t to proceedings 
within the walls of parliament, some of 
which, although of a legislative cha« 


racter, were not in progress or prepa- 
ration for the royal assent, and others 
exclusively concerned the privileges of 
this House. Thus, after the miscar- 
riage of Admirals Matthews and Les- 
tock in the Mediterranean in 1744,. 
Mr Onslow, in presenting the bill for 
regulating courts martial, states not' 
only the etfect of that bill, but en- 
larges also Upon the general necessity 
of a more -extensive reforaiation of 
these courts ; and that speech vvas 
sanctioned afterwards by the approba- ^ 
tion of this House. And thus again 
after jhe rebellion of 1745, Mr Ons- 
low, in presenting the bill for more 
effectually disarming the Highlands of » 
Scotland, proceeds to detail other mea- 
sures for completing the Union, by re- 
forming the jurisprudence of the High- 
lands of Scotland ; and (without any 
fear of reprehension) states various 
opinions upon the unsettled condition 
of that part of the kingdom, and the 
expediency of abolishing the heritable 
jurisdictions, as laying the foundatioa 
of future bills, in some future sessioiC 
Even the peculiar privilege and con- 
cern of the House of Commons, itf 
employment in determining upon con- 
tested elections, was included by Mr 
Onslow, in rendering an account to 
the sovereign of the objects which had 
occupied the time of the Commons Vji 
the session of 1755. And Sir Fletcher 
Norton, pursuing the same course, in- 
forms the king, in 1775, of the satis- 
factory mode in which the members of 
the House of Commons had execut^.^ 
the act of a former parliaments for dfs- 
termining contested elections ; upon 
the merits of which act he also v§fY 
justly enlarges. If, besides these in>^ 
stances, it is required, to produce some 
spetlfic precedent of a speech, noticing « 
any question or bill negatived in either 
house of parliament, it is to be ob- 
served in the firsiu place,, that of the 
prorogation speemes actually made 
during the last c^itury, very few (not ^ 
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' more than eleven in fourscore years) 
Laving been published, nothing can be 
^affirmed with absolute certainty of tLe 
irequency or infrequericy of such spe- 
cific cases ; but the general principle 
and practice already stated, will be 
^found to comprehend every such case ; 
'^nqr has any such doubt been enter- 
tained hitherto. Two very striking 
proofs may be adduced,* that such a 
doubt call have no parliamentary foun- 
dation. ' • 

\ From the access allowed me by 
the present Ldtd Onslow to his fa- 
ther's parliamentary papers (a kind 
and liberal indulgence by which 1 have 
long and often profited), it appears to 
have been the distinct aifd deliberate 
opinion of Mr Onslow, that it belong- 
ed to the province of the Speaker, in 
presenting money-billslj to advert not 
only to bills which had received the 
royal assent, or were in readiness to re- 
ceive it, but to those also, which, after 
having occupied the attention of the 
House, nevertheless had failed in their 
progress ; and upon that opinion Mr 
Onslow was prepared to Tiave acted. 
•This Case occurred in the year 1758, , 
when several bills (one of them for a 
more speedy remedy for the subject 
upon the writ of Habeas Corpus), 
which had passed the House of Com- 
Hions after long debates, were thrown 
out by the House of Lords ; and yet 
upon the failure of these bills, and 
their value and importance to the con- 
stitiuion, Mr Onslow thought it his 
tigKt and duty to have animadverted ; 
^Spbears by a copy of his speech in- 
dorsed in his own hand as designed to 
hdvc been spoken, and wjhich he was 
.pfevented from delivering, only by the 
accident of his majesty’s sudden indis- 
position, which disabled him from«to- 
ming in person to prorogue the parlia- 
ment. I cite this, tferefore, only as 
^an evidence of Mr (^slow’s opinion ; 
but more conclusive evidence of it 
^an scarcely be imaged. 


« The other case to which I would 
request the particular attention of*the 
House, occurred in later times, upon 
the very subject to which the present 
Hiscussion relates, is^entitled to 
the highest respect from the eminent 
character of the person whose autho- 
rity it bears. In the year 1792, in the 
mrliamcnt of li*eland,^ bill wag 
Drought into the House of Commons 
for tile relief of tjie Romap Catholics, 
by admitting them to the profession of 
tlie law, alldwing their intermarriage 
with Protestants, and improving their 
condition in other respecjis as to edu- 
catioi> and apprenticeships. After the 
second reading of this bill and its first 
commitment, a question arose upon a 
• petition from the then Roman Catho- 
lic committee, signed by Byrne and 
others, praying the elective franchise, 
and this petition, upon full debate and 
a division, was rejected. At the close 
of the session, the .Speaker, Mr Foster 
(whom, though present, I may name 
historically), a name never to be men- 
tioned but with honour, on presenting 
the money-bills, although there was 
, not pn that day any bill whatever con- 
cerning the Roman Catholics present- 
ed to the throne, thought it his duty 
to advert to a subject of such high 
iII^)ortance, and cuq>hatically to state 
the sentiments of the House of Com- 
mons upon rtie indispensable necessity 
of a Progastant parliament and Pro- 
testant ascendancy. For that speech, 
notjquestioned as unconstitutional, he 
upoil the same day received the thanks 
of the .House of Commons. 

Upon reviewing the whole of the 
first question, the main criterion by 
which the topics of their speeches have 
been selected, lyppears to have been the 
political importance of the measures 
which have employed the attention of 
the House of Commons during the 
pre&ding. session, gyilimited by any 
cqpsideratioA of their progress, or their 
failarc. And without entering into the 
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merits dt the particular subject intro- 
duced into the speech now in discus- 
sion^ its paramount importance at least 
must be acknowledged on all side^; 
whether it bey»as afleged on the one 
hand, a measure indispensable to the 
strength of the empire ; or whether it 
be, as allpered on the other hand, sub- 
versive of the present fundamental laws 
of the constitution. All therefore that 
I need assert upon whis day is, the im- 
portance of the subject^ and that its 
importance alone not only justified the 
noticing it, but required that it should 
not be passed over in silence, even if 
no bill had been finally presented for 
granting to Roman Catholics any spe- 
cies of relief whatever ; an occurrence 
which nevertheless actually made part 
of this transaction, and necessarily 
brought the subject under the legisla- 
tive consideration of the sovereign.” 

Upon the second question, which 
regarded the propriety of the terms in 
which the subject had been mentioned in 
the speech to the throne, the Speaker 
contended generally that the words 
which he had employed gave a just 
and candid statement of what had truly ' 
occurred in the House. 

Aftfcr a good deal of discussion, the 
motion of Lord Morpeth was nega- 
tived by a very large majority, and a 
resolution proposed by h^r Banks was 
adopted in its stead. The resolu- 
tion yras in the following’ terms ; — 
** That it has been customary for the 
Speaker of this House,' on pre^ni- 
ing the bills of supply at the close of 
a»*^ses8ion (the king being present on 
the throne) to ms^e a speech at the 
bar of the House of Lords, recapitu- 
lating the principal objects which have 
employed the attentioif of the Com- 
mons during their sitting, without 
receiving any instructions from the 
House as to the particplar topics, or 
in what manner hrshould express him- 
self; and that nothing has occurred 
which calls for any interference on the 


part of this House for the regulation 
of the conduct of the Speaker, either 
at the bar of the House of Lords c* 
elsewhere.” Thus ended this interest- 
ing discussion. 

The re-establishment of peace, and 
the opening of the continental ports, ^ 
had deluged the country with forei^ 
grain, and threatened with immediate 
ruin the agricultural interests of the 
country. An imperious n^^cessity Jiad 
thus arisen for legislative interference ; 
and some of the most enlightened meU 
in the country were aesirous for a re- 
tunifc so far as might be practicable, to 
the old system under ivhich the agri- 
culture of the Cbuntry had fiourished, 
and the exports of grain had been 
carried to so large an extent. It was 
not, however,,^ proposed by any one 
to revive the bounty upon exporta- 
tion, — a measure which would have 
been altogether unsuitable to the cir- 
cumstances of the times. Several re- 
solutions, however, of great import- 
ance to the corn trade, were proposed 
to the Hou9,e of Commons. It was pro- 
posed, first, That exportation, in all 
cases, should be free ; secondly. That 
new and heavier duties should be im- 
posed on the importation of grain from 
foreign countries ; and, thirdly. That 
foreign grain of all kinds should be 
imported and warehoused, free of ''ll 
duty, until taken out for home con- 
sumption, and should at all times be 
exported free of duty. — These resolu- 
tions were in part adopted. *^Spch, 
however, was tht variety of the,argu^-, 
ments introduced on this occAion, aiid 
so complex were the details of this 
question, that it is difficult to give 
even an intelligible summary. 

Some enlightened members were 
diSatisfied with the resolutions, and 
maintainAi tha^ they fell far short of 
their object. Mr Western observed, 
That the import of all sorts of grain, 
on an average ofjthe last ten years, is 
known to be a’fout one million ; of . 
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course the native growth is to the im- 
portation as thirty-fout to one. It is 
necessary to have this proportion in 
our contemplation, that we may see^ 
how speedily any diminution ot our 
own agriculture would reduce the ag- 
gregate supply. The regulation of the 
foreign trade has generjilly been sub- 
ject, as it now is, to a great diversity 
of opinion. Some genflemen think it 
safer to , prohibit the importation of 
foreign corn, and to rely upoit the. 
steady exertions of our own farmers 5 
others conten3, the importation should 
be stopped at what is called ^he me- 
dium price ; and there are those who 
maintain that the importation and ex- 
portation of born should be perfectly 
free, and liable to no restriction whati 
ever. 

** It is impossible to doubt for a 
moment, that if an entire freedom of 
trade could be established throughout 
the world, it would be decidedly for 
the advantage of mankind in general. 
There is not a dissentient voice upon 
"this subject ; at the same^time, no hope 
or expectation can reasonably be en- 
tertained that such an event will ever 
come to pass. It is impossible, in the 
present state of the different countries 
of Europe and the world, or in any 
probable state which the most san- 
»guine person can look forward to, that 
such relations of concord and anjity 
can ever be established amongst na- 
*tions, as shall secure an uninterrupted 
freedom of trade. But it is said, though 
"^e^ cannot look forward to the free- 
*’«dom bf trade generally, it would be 
better, as far as lies in our power, to 
^bave a free tAde of com, to permit a 
free export constantly, and to open 
our markets at all times to the admis- 
sion of foreign growth. The *que 8 - 
tion is, whether si^h a system would 
give us, in a courre of years, a more 
abundant, more steady, and cheaper 
supply ? I am convinced it would not. 
But let us examine*what the effects of 


such a measure would be.* If the su- 
perior fertility of foreign soils, or other 
circumstances, should enable the fo- 
reign grower to pay the freight, and 
undersell the British farmer, the first 
consequence certainly would be, that 
British agriculture must give way to 
the extent of the increased supply of 
•foreign corn. The more sterile lands 
of this empire would be thrown out of 
tillage, the capital theneih employed 
would seek more productive channels, 
the proportion of foreign supply would 
inci*ease, and our own produce dimi- 
nish ; our present import of one mil- 
lion* would arrive perhaps at five mil- 
lions, and our own growth would be 
reduced from 34 to 30 : If we could 
draw still more copiously from foreign 
countries, the relative proportion of 
our own produce would, of course be 
still farther altered. But 1 presume 
there is nobody who does not admit 
that there must be a limit to the quan- 
tum of foreign supply. It cannot be 
supposed for an instant that we can 
draw our entire subsistence in corn 
from foreign countries ; there must be 
some limit ; Then, I say, when we 
have arrived at that limit, we Shall be 
exactly in the same situation In which 
we are now, except that we shall have 
five millions* of quarters of foreign 
corn (supposing that to be the limit) 
instead of one, and thirty of our own 
insteacTdf thirty-four. When this is 
done, what can prevent the price ri- 
sing to the same level it would natu- 
rally reach, if no such change had ta- 
ken place ? I put out of the quesWon 
here the manifest objections to so great 
a reliance upon foreign, and perhaps 
hostile countries, and view the argu- 
ment as if divested of all these consi- 
derations/' After remarking, that as 
there ihust be a limit to the foreign 
supply, .80 |dron as that limit has been 
reached, prices ififtst rise to their old 
4evel, he stated, << That an idea very 
generally prevails, that, in fixing the 
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lowest prite pf import, we are in truth 
AettUngthe lowest market price of corn ; 
a more unfounded and erroneous opi- 
nion cannot well exist* It seems, how- 
ever, to be deepljr rooted in the minds 
of the people, and probably has ori- 
ginated from the circumstance of the 
market price having very seldom been 
below the ifilf>ort price since the coitil. 
mencement of our present system of 
corn laws, w^ich I datie from the act of 
1773. The causes of this I shall now 
proceed to explain, by tfacing their 
several enactments, and the events that 
followed ; and in so doing t shall at 
the same time shew, in a great ' mea- 
sure, the inefficacy of the principles on 
which they were formed. 

*‘The act of 1773 allowed of the im- 
portation of corn from all parts of the 
world, when the price of British wheat 
rose to 48s. a-quarter, and otlier grain 
in proportion. Now, it is to be ob- 
served, that the average price of the 
preceding ten years was 458. 6d. con- 
sequently the least deficiency of sup- 
ply, or diminution of the value of mo- 
ney, which has certainly been pro- 
gressive since that time, would ne<?cs- 
sarily make the market price equal to, 
or above the import price. This act, 
whilst it subverted at one blow a sys- 
tem eminently beneficial, established 
on the experience of a century, exhi- 
bited in its own enactments the most 
impracticable ideas, and mad futile 
and absurd projects. The acts of the 
22d Charles 11. continuing in fotce 
till 1773, fixed the import price of 
wfeeat at 538. 4d. a quarter, subject 
also to a duty of 8s. ; together, Gls. 4d. 
The act of the Ist of King William 
gave a bounty of 58. upon the export 
of British wheat when tfi^ price was at 
or under 488. a quarter and these 
two acts combined formed the system 
of laws under which the trade was go- 
verned till the period 1 am now spealt- 
ing of. Now this act of 1773 absow 
lately converted the export bounty 


price into the import duty-free price, 
so that a more complete and utter sub- 
version of a code of laws could not by , 
any possible means be eflPected. The 
expectations which appear to have 
been formed by the authors of this . 
act are demonstrable by its provisions, 
and are certainly very extraordinary. 
By its different enactments, when 
wheat was under 44s., it was export- 
able with a bounty of 5s. ; when above 
445(,, the exportation of it was altoge- 
ther prohibited, under a severe penal- 
ty ; and when the price rose to 488., 
foreign^ corn was admissible from all 
parts of the world duty free ; so that 
they really seem. to have entertained 
the idea of keeping the price of corn 
within the limits of 44s. and 48s. The 
same opinions seem to have prevailed 
in the year 1791, as the provisions of 
that act were nearly similar. The ave- 
rage price of corn for the ten years 
preceding 1791, was 518 , and the im- 
port price was fixed at 52s 6d. ; in- 
cluding a duty of 28 6d., it was ex- 
portable on bounty under 448.— ex-" 
port allowed, without bounty, under 
46s. — prohibited above 468. Here' 
again it is obvious that the market 
price, differing so little from the im- 
port price, would soon be equal to, or 
exceed it. 

« We come next to the act of 1804^ 
which, under the direction of a com- 
mittee, I had the honour of introdu- 
cing into the House. That act car- 
ried the import price, including di^ty, 
to 658. 6d ; the export bounty price Jo- 
48s. ; permission of export withouS' 
bounty, to 54s. The average price of 
the ten years, preceding, inclusive 43f 
the scarce years of J 00 and 1801, 
was 70s. ; exclusive of those two years, 
608.% 80 that, upon the calculation of 
ordinary years, the average market 
price was only 5s^6d. under the duty- 
free import price. * Upon a review of 
all these cases, it hs therefore appa- 
rent, that at the t^e of passing these 
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several laws, the market and import 
prices* were nearly at par ; and events, 
too obvious to be* noticed, have con- 
stantly occurred to annihilate that mi- 
nute difference, and generally to ren- 
der the former mu«h higher than the 
latter. 

The committee of 1804, in gene- 
ral, thought at the time, that the mea- 
sure recommended by them to the 
Hojise wbuld not afford sufficient con- 
fidence and encouragement to the Bri- 
tish farmer, but were induced to give 
way to the opi^bsition they had to en- 
counter. And here I will take the li- 
berty of staling m*>re fully what^ have 
before asserted, that Mr Pitt, who was 
then at the heail of the administration, 
gave to this measure his most decided 
and cordial support. I was certainly 
surprised to find, in the pamphlet of 
the right honourable gentleman, ( Mr 
Rose) the declaiation of an opinion di- 
rectly at variance with this assertion. 
The right honourable gentleman says, 
in that publication, * he knows Mr 
Eitt was prevailed upon reluctantly to 
give' his assent to concur fu the regu- 
■kiting* prices enacted in 1804.* The 
right honourable gentleman must, I 
think, be mistaken ; for I still enter- 
tain a most perfect conviction, that 
Mr Pitt not only cordially assented to 
tjjose prices, but wished to have car- 
ried them considerably higher. I have 
a clear recollection of what passed at 
ohr first interview with him upon the 
subject. We presented to him our 
plan, remarking, at the same time, that 
tl\p ifteaieure probably would be stre- 
nuously contested, that much clamour 
was already excited, and that to obvi- 
atc^it, we had adopted the lowest pos- 
sible scale. He said, it appeared to 
him so low, that he thought it might 
prevent the threatened opposition ; the 
only doubt he entertffined was of its 
efficacy. I also feel persuaded that he 
expressed hopes we should be able, by 
iegrees, in subsequent sessions of the 


legislature, to carry furtfee^the prin- 
ciple of protection and^ncourageitient 
to the agriculture of our own country. 
When the bill got into the House of 
*L.ords, an alteration jn^as made in the 
calculation of the duties ; in conse- 
quence of which, when it came back 
to this House, it was*rejected. Mr 
Bitt directed a message tbT be sent to 
me, informing me of the circumstance, 
and desiring I u;ould coipe*td town, 
which I immediately did. It was then 
* the middle (ff July ; he told me he had 
hoped the prorogation of parliament 
would have taken place* before that 
time, •but would advise the delay of a 
week or ten days, in order that a new 
bill might be introduced, which 1 ac- 
cordingly moved the same evening; 
and which, after some opposition, pass- 
ed into a law. I mention these cir- 
cumstances to enable the House to 
form a judgment of the real sentiments 
of Mr l?itt, independent of the mere 
recollection of myself or any other 
person, which certa nly may be erro- 
neous. 

“ From the period of the passing of 
this, act, which, it is curious to ob- 
serve, has ill no one instance impeded 
the importation of foreign graki, the 
average price of wheat has been nearly^ 
1006. a-quarteP; fn 1812 and 1813, it 
was above 1206., almost double the 
import price of the act 5 so that if 
there arenkose who persist in suppo- 
sing the import price must necessarily 
be the lowest, they certainly cannot 
flatter themselves with the hope that 
it will. invariably be the highest; thf 
experience of the last fifty years has 
fully shewn that such an expectation 
would be vain indeed ; and the history 
of the century prior to 177^1, will 
equally proye how opposite to truth 
the assumption is, that the market 
price never can be lower than that at 
wfiich the.importatk)« of foreign corn 
is prohibited*.** 

After illustrating by some very strir 
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king detaik the efFecta of the system 
eats^ished in the reign of Charles II. 
and extended by the act of King Wil- 
liam, and proving that the check thus 
imposed on importation, and the en- ♦ 
couragement given to exportation, had, 
instead of enhancing, actually lowered 
the price of grain throughout so long 
a period, he observed, “ That the be- 
neficial effects which resulted from that 
system are equally deducible, from a 
consideration of the principle on which ' 
it was founded ; one simple proposi- ‘ 
tion, the truth of which cannot be dis- 
puted, formed the basis of the plan ; 1 
mean, that undoubted axiom, that self- 
interest is the source of all production ; 
that neither corn nor any thing else 
can be procured but by the operation 
of that active principle working upon 
the mind of the . producer ; and that 
the more scope is given to it, the 
more effectually will the public be ser- 
ved. Nothing mose strikingly exem- 
plifies this position, than the regu- 
lar and nicely- measured supply of food 
to the population of this vast metro- 
polis ; The uninterrupted operation of 
selfish motives alone miraculously ac- 
complishes phis great work ; it is'the 
certainty of market, and an adequate 
reward, which attracts to this capital 
every thing which its mhabitants re- 
quire. The same principle, of course, 
is applicable to the provicion of food 
for our entire population. The corn- 
laws, matured and settled at the Revo- 
lution, were obviously founded , upon 
it ; they inspired with full confidence 
qf uninterrupted reward the British 
growers of corn ; they held out to 
them the possession of the home mar- 
ket, and taught them to look to all the 
markets of the world :• in short, the 
system was calculated, by offering 
boundless prospects to th*eir view, to 
produce that ardent competitipn which 
will always produce an' amglc supply 
of any article we are desirous to have 
in abundance. 


I know it will be said this is all * 
very true, and why not let the same 
principle operate upon foreigners as 
well as upon British subjects ? The 
obvious answer is, because they are fo- 
reigners, and the fruit of their indus- 
try is subject to direction over wbich ' 
we have no controul. If the character 
of mankind could be altered, and if 
those passion^, which have hitherto 
involved nations in continual hostility, 
could altogether subside, and just vidws 
of policy invariably prevail, then in- 
deed the case would appear in a diffe- 
rent light ; but, till then, it would be 
the height of folly to allow ourselves 
to be dependent upon foreign coun- 
tries for any considerable proportion 
of that which is necessary to our ex- 
istence. In the article of food, an un- 
interrupted intercourse is less likely to 
be established than in any other ; the 
prejudices of men so powerfully ope- 
rate against it, that it is only in mo- 
dern times the entire freedom of the 
corn trade has been fully accomplish- 
ed within our own dominions. 

** The present system of our corn 
laws is founded upon a notion that we;,, 
'can at any time derive assistance from 
foreign countries ; and not only that, 
but that we can command it exactly 
to the extent we think is desirable, 
and at the moment we fancy it is ne- 
cessary. In order to do this, we go 
to work to find out what is called a 
fair average price for the British grow- 
er in ordinary seasons, and the mo- 
ment that is exceeded, our portVare 
immediately thrown open. Now, if* 
we were even to suppose that foreign- 
ers enjoyed an uninterrupted liberty of 
free export, it would stiU be absurd to 
believe they would always have a sur- 
plus ready for the supply of an uncer- 
tain demand. They are not more 
likely to have a, constant surplus than 
we are, unless they have a constant de-. 
mand for it. We may indeed extract a 
portion of their food by the tempta- 
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tfon of high price ; and if our average 
demand for a given number of years 
produces a constant market for them 
to a given extent, they, will soon have 
that quantity in ordinary years to 
spare ; but, beyond that, they will 
have no surplus, and even thiit average 
supply is always liable to be withheld. 
In the mean time, what is^he effect of 
this fallacious system upon our own 
agriculture } This uncertainty of mar- 
ket, *it must be recollected, operates 
upon those who must ever provide the 
Jiulk of our aggregate consumption ; 
it damps their spirits, checks their ex- 
ertions, and teaches them to confine 
their produce rather within the limits 
bf’the necessary supply*. If then a 
succession of different seasons at any 
time occur, which experience instructs 
us to expect, we find ourselves unpro- 
* vided for the occasion, no foreign sup- 
plies can be extracted but through the 
operation of high price, and the nation 
becomes exposed to great distress and 
danger. In a short time our agricul- 
ture, which before had languished from 
thfe causes I have just mentioned, be- 
gins to, feel the influence of an eager 
demand, the market price rises rapid- 
ly, and the growers of corn for a time 
experience great profits. In spite of 
the discouraging nature of the laws, 
unusual gains excite unusual exertions, 
and in the course of a few years the 
aggregate produce of the kingdom is 
lately increased. Profits now again 
decline^ and thus an alternate succes- 
sion of periods follows each other ; in 
one«o£ which the farmer gains more 
than an adequate profit, in another, 
less. I know very well the difference 
of seasons must, under all circumstan- 
ces, render uncertain the produce as 
well as profits of agriculture, ^ut 
It is this very uncertainty we should 
endeavour to guard agqinst ; and, in- 
disputably, that country which has the 
"largest surplus produce, will suffer 
least from this inevitable variation of 
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seasons. The only way to gtpw a sur- 
plus in ordinary years is \o pronmte 
a demand, beyond our actual necessi* 
ties, for the food of our own popula- 
tion ; and this is effected by bounties 
on exportation, and still more by an 
exten^d home consumption of grain* 
The breweries, the distilleries, and the 
quantity used by horses^ fortunately 
o&asion in this country a great extra 
demand ; and the consequent increased 
production essenlially ad&s to our 
means and resources in time of need* 
Few countries suffer much in ordinary 
years ; the great ^ject should be, to 
make jirovision against the incalcu- 
lable evils of a real scarcity. 

We have recently experienced that 
^vicissitude of events which I have en- 
deavoured to describe, and, happily for 
us, the period last past has been that 
of high prices and large ]($rofits, and 
we are in possession of the plenty 
which they have occasioned. It is true 
the last crop was unosually and uni- 
versally productive, but the abundance 
we at present possess is greatly attri- 
butable to the extended and improved 
tillage of every part of the united cm- 
*pire. In the last eight or tep year^, in 
consequence of causes too powerful to 
be counteracted by the baneful ten- 
dency of the lavii^, bur agriculture has 
advanced with rapid strides, larger ca- 
pitals have been devoted to it than 
formerly, .ajnd the science as well as 
practice has greatly improved. 

« This is the time then to secure the 
advafkages we have thus painfully ac- 
quired ^ the sacrifice to accomplish it^ 
will be trivial, and will moat amply 
repaid. It is impossible, indeed, we 
can continue long to enjoy the full 
amount of our^own ea;tended and im- 
proved agriculture, and receive large 
foreign sup^es into the bargain.— 
Such an jdea would certainly be most 
prepostesAus ; %nd if ,we were to en- 
deavour to*act upon it, we should have 
sulJicient reason in a very few years 



80 


EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1814. [Chap. 4. 


deeply to«regrct our folly. The path 
we t>ught to pursue is plain before us ; 
we should revert to the policy of the 
revolution laws, we should give to our 
fanners that coi\^dence which they in-* 
spired, and thus again throw off all 
dependence upon foreign countries, 

1 am much afraid the character of 
the plan under consideration js 
too indecisive to accomplish this great 
object*; St resembles too nearly the 
Measure of 1773, and every subse- 
quent act of the legislature ; it affords* 
no certainty of market to the British 

S rower, andl no 8ec§rity against an in- 
UK of foreign corn. He certainly 
will not continue his late exertions un- 
der the influence of the regulations we 
are now contemplating. The applica-. 
tion of capital to agriculture is already 
checked ; and if the profits become in- 
adequate, and the markets doubtful, 
the produce will again diminish with a 
rapidity much exceeding the compre- 
hension or belief of thdsc who have no 
practical knowledge of the subject. 
The first consequence of such a state 
of things is, to put a stop to all those 
essentiu improvements which rejquirc 
any* considerable expence ; the next is 
to convert a spiriteo and liberal prac- 
tice ipto a saving and parsimonious 
ay stem of farming ; and the difference 
of produce between the one and the 
other is immense. Thertf are amongst 
farmers, as amongst other persons, 
some more enterprising than others ; 
one class get money by savingi the 
other by freely embarking their niapi- 
Jtal, in the e»ectation of proportion- 
ate returns. It may be doubtful which 
in the end put the most money into 
their own pockets ; but such is the 
obvious effect of capi!^^ applied to the 
growth of corn, as wieil as to all other 
manufactures, that nobody can doubt 
which are the best farmers ion the pub- 
lic. It may be^aeid, tViat tifnes 
it must be the real interest of the fa|;m- 
ers to grow as much corn as they can ; 


but, upon a moment’s reflection, it will 
be seen that that can never be true, as 
persisting by unrequited expences to 
overstock the market must even acce- 
lerate their own destruction. Some 
few of the more opulent and adven- 
turous may, for a time, pursue the 
same liberal system, expecting a speedy 
return of pressing demand, but they 
will in general have recourse to a re- 
duction of expenditure in every pos- 
siUc way. If they still continufe to 
feel the loss of adequate returns for 
their capital and industry, they .will- 
give up a portion of their land to pas- 
ture f those who can withdraw their 
capital will do so, and others will be 
ruined. Such is the ,coiirse we shall 
most unavoidably go through, in pro- 
portion as we weaken the confidence 
and exertions -of the British farmers, 
and increase our dependence upon fo- 
reign countries. 

There is an opinion, I believe, en- 
tertained by some people, that this 
kingdom is incapable of growing corn 
enough for the consumption of its in- 
habitants, tind they are therefore very 
naturally apprehensive of checking tli 
importation of foreign supplies. Such 
an idea appears to me very extraordi- 
nary, as I have no conception of any 
deficiency of means to provide amply 
for double our present population : in- 
deed, as to all practical purposes,*^ I 
can see no limit to our possible produc- 
tion but the limit of demand. Let 
those who entertain such fearp carry 
their views for a moment over the ex- 
tent and situation of the united empire 
of Great Britain and Ireland, over the 
millions of acres yet, untouched, and 
millions of acres of fine land hardly 
producing one-third of the quantity of 
food that might be drawn from them. 
Greatly as our agriculture is improved* 
and extended, As limits are yet con- 
tracted, compared as well in regard to 
the science itself, as the circulation of 
that knowledge we have already ac- 



Cha^* 4.J HISTORY OS EUROPE. St 


quired, and the application of it to the 
langdom at large* Our attention, our 
industry , and our capital^ has, no doubt, 
in late years, been much attracted to 
the , cultivation of the soil; and if a 
aufficient portion of the vast capital 
we can command is allowed to hndits 
way to this most advantageous em- 
ployment, there can be ho doubt of 
the produce of our own Mnd keeping 
.with *^ny increasing demand. It 
would have done so hitherto, if the p^- 
Ijcy of the last fifty years had not for- 
cibly* directed our national exertions to 
manufactures of inferior import^J^ce; 
for if we look to the table of exports 
and imports since we shall see, 

that in spite of tlfe discouraging nature 
of the system established at that time, 
the excess of our import^} gained upon 
j us by very slow degrees ; and it ap- 
pears to me impossible to doubt, that 
if our agriculture had not been check- 
ed by the pernicious influence of those 
laws, it would, from that moment to 
the present time, progressively have 
kept pace with the increasing demand 
upon iu’* 

'A bTll founded upon the first of the 
resolutions which has been mentioned 
above, was passed, notwithstanding the 
most strenuous oppe^ition. But the 
discussions having occasioned a gene- 
ral,ferment throughout the country, 
and an unexampled number of peti- 
tions having been presented against 
any alteration in the corn laws, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer came 
dowp to the House t)n the 6th of 
June, indP proposed that a committee 
should be appointed to make further 
enquiry before aiiy measure* should be 
adopted to regulate the price at which 
importation should be permitted, and 
to fix the duties which should be pay- 
able on foreign grain* ^ "Phis proposi- 
tion was acceded to ; and the farther 
consideration of this important subject 
was postponed for the present ses- 
sion. 

VOL. VII. PART r. 


The state of Ireland had unfortu- 
nately for sbme time been such, at 
to call for the adoption of additional 
ipeasures, in order to preserve public 
tranquillity. The evife which it wa» 
now proposed to remedy, had not ri- 
sen on a sudden,^ but had, existed for a 
considerable time. M any p arts of Ire- 
laiad had been in a disturbed state, ex- 
cesses had been committed, and disaf- 
fection prevailed, which it was known 
tjiat the ordinary powers of the law 
were insufficient to repress. The Irish 
ministry, therefore, had been prepared 
early in the session, to havfi submitted 
some nfeasure to the House, but the 
great and glorious events which oc- 
curred at that time, the overthrow of 
•the tyranny established by Buona- 
parte in France, the restoration of thtt 
legitimate sovereign, and fjhe general 
pacification of Europe, induced them 
to suspend their proposition until they 
saw what effect was produced in Ire- 
land by these important events : they 
did not wish that at a season of gene- 
I'al happiness and rejoicing for the re- 
storation of tranquillity, Ireland alone 
should form an exception. Unfortu- 
nately, the effect which th^se events 
had produced upon Ireland was* not 
great ; nor could ;the Irish govern- 
meqjt, consistently with its duty, post- 
pone their measures till another session 
of parliament. 

The dist'ufbances originated in dif- 
ferent causes, and were to be ascribed, 
in pai| at least’, to political combina- 
tions. These combinations, which 
had for their object the overthrow of 
the governpient, and the separation of 
Ireland from Great Britain, had not 
perhaps any supporters among men of 
talents or weigHlnn the country. They 
were formed .by idle infatuated peo-. 
pie, with little education, the dupes 
of pqisessed certainly more 

means of acquiring information thani 
themselves, but who had none of those 
qualifications which could render them 
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forjtpidable,‘as the leaders of popular 
insurrection. But that there existed 
combinations, whose object was to 
overthrow the government, to transr 
fer the allegiance of the people to 
foreign powers, and for other objects 
of a similar kind, and that the indivi- 
duals compO ‘injr these societies were 
bound together by the most infamous 
oaths,, theie could not, unfortunately, 
be a doub.. 

The Irish minister, in order to 
prove the accuracy of his statement, 
and the existence and objects of the 
combinatiorfs, referred to the proceed- 
ings at the last assizes of RoscoYnmon. 
Upon this occasion no less than nine 
ersons were tried and convicted for 
aving taken and administered oaths, 
binding them not to inform against 
threshers, and not to deal with pro- 
testants, and to conform to the rules 
and regulations of the committees, un- 
der whose directions they acted. Up- 
on this part of the subject, it may be 
proper to notice a letter from a most 
active magistrate, who was sent down 
into the county of Westmeath, to 
make enquiries into the causes of the 
disturbainics in that county, and to 
assist* the resident magistrates by his 
advice and experence. The letter 
gives a very clear statement of the^na- 
ture, objects, and proceedings of the 
deluded miscreants by wdiom the pub- 
lic had been disturbed. Tt was dated 
23d March, 1814, * The disturbances 
in this county (Westmeath) appear to 
have commenced about the beginning 
of tlie year 18 J 3, and have been rapid- 
ly increasing ever since, not^vithstand- 
ing great exertions have been used on 
the part of the magistracy to check 
and subdue them ; the^fersons engaged 
in those disturbances, atyling them- 
selves carders, commenced their out- 
rages by attacking bousesf^robbery 
ibf fire-arms, and swearing'* ffxe rab- 
ble to obey such rules and orderw as 
should be dictated and pronounced by 
6 


them. Their first object appeared to 
me to be that of regulating the price 
of ground set in con- acre, to prevent 
old tenants from being turned out of 
their farms, and to regulate the fees 
and dues payable to their own ( Roman 
catholic) clergy. To effect these pur- 
poses, they posted notices through 
different parts of the country, decla- 
ring vengeance agairujt any person who 
should not comply with such theirjalt-i 
less dictates ; if a tract of land was to 
be set in a con-acre, these lawless mis- 
creants would fix a price per acre upon 
it, and any person giving more would 
certainly receive personal torture, or 
suffer some injury in his property. ■ I 
have examined into the cases of many 
individuals where personal torture had 
been inflicted, and I uniformly found 
it to proceed from some dispute rela- 
tive to ground, cither by giving a price 
exceeding that fixed on by those mis- 
creants, or by taking a farm of which 
the late occupying tenant had been 
dispossessed by his landlord.^ 

These disturbances were of a na- 
ture to call imperatively upon govern- 
ment to adopt measures for the pro- 
tection of the loyal, tranquil, and in- 
dustrious part of the community ; and 
this duty was the more necessary, and 
more strongly imposed on government, 
because, if protection were not afford- 
ed to the well-disposed, they must be 
reduced to the painful alternative, ei- 
ther of joining the insurgents, or of 
exposing their persons to torture, and 
their houses and property to destruc- 
tion. — But these combinatiionb were 
formidable in another point of view — 
the persons* combining were now obli- 
ged, for the attainment of their ob- 
jects, to observe a great degree of cau- 
tion, to maintain a strict discipline, 
and thus to^qqalify themselves to be- 
come dangerous engines in the hands 
of able and designing men, to be ap- 
plied to other purposes. — There was 
another species of disturbance of the 
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public peace which arose from religi- 
ous animosity. Interruptions of the 
public tranquillity, arising from such 
^ a cause, were the most to be lament- 
ed, and the most difficult to be reme- 
died. • It was somer satisfaction, how- 
ever, that notwithstanding the pains 
which had been taken in Ireland by 
means of the press and of inflamma- 
tory speeches, to induce the Roman 
catholics oT Ireland to believe that the 
Irish government wa« not disposed lo 
administer impartial justice to them as 
well^s to their protestant fellow-sub- 
jects, these efforts had in a grez^f de- 
gree failed of success, and there was 
indisputable evidence to shew the low- 
er orders of catholics that government 
were determined to treat all offenders 
against the public peace^ whatever re- 
I ligious creed they might profess, with 
perfect impartiality. 

There subsist in Ireland many ob- 
stacles in the way of the ordinary ad- 
ministration of the law, and one of 
the greatest is the difficulty of pro- 
curing persohs to give information to 
gq^eq;niient, and evidence against the 
violators of the- peace. There is in 
Ireland, if one may be allowed the ex- 
pression, a sort of romantic feeling, 
independent of any consideration of 
personal danger, which renders the 
nagie and character of an informer 
odious, and is almost sufficient of it- 
self to close the ordinary sources from 
whence information can be derived. 
This fetling, however, is most power- 
fully assisted in its operation by the 
dreadftil System of intimidation esta- 
blished in the disturbed districts with 
the view of prci^nting evidence from 
being given. A melancholy instance 
of this may be mentioned. An un- 
fortunate man had given information 
against some persons Jop administer- 
ing unlawful oaths, and it was found 
necessary, after he had given his in- 
formation, to keep. him in g?ol for his 
personal security, until he was brought 


up to Dublin to give evidente. He 
was cautioned against going back ’to 
his own country ; he was, however, so 
(Jptiirou^of returning, that no advice 
could restrain him, anikhe went home* 
He however had the prudence to re- 
main some days m the house of Lord 
Castlemaine ; butsu pon £h e departure 
ofithat nobleman, thcTffan went to hia 
own house. So soon as his return was 
known, from three adjoining^parishea 
delegates were actually appointed to 
murder him, Tt was proved upon the 
evidence of one of the delegates, that 
in each of the three parishes six dele- 

f ates if ere chosen to commit the mur- 
er ; that these delegates met at the 
appointed time, and selected nine of 
•their number to perpetrate the act. 
They attacked the house of the poor 
man, and murdered both him and his 
wife. This dreadful transaction shew- 
ed to what a degree the feelings of the 
people must be blunted, and m what 
odium an informer is held, when it is 
considered little less than a praise- 
worthy act to visit with deliberate and 
atrocious murder the delivery of evi- 
.dence*in a court of justice. 

The country was thus tn a very 
disturbed state, and the hopes which 
were entertained by some, that these 
coiybinations wt^uld be destroyed by 
the overthrow of Buonaparte’s go- 
vernment, had proved unfounded. No 
less than seven persons had been taken 
up at no remoter a period than the 
5th of June 1814>, in the county of 
Kildare, a|hen actually engaged in one 
of these conspiracies which assume a* 
political complexion. Ireland, in fact, 
presented M appearance which a coun- 
try in a stlAe of peace with the whole 
of Europe ought not to exhibit. In 
the Queen’s.county, disturbances to 
a very serious extent existed, long 
after thf^joccurrence of these events 
whfcJhJ/imiurta the fest oration of per- 
manent tranquillity,' The ordinary 
powers of the civil magistrates were 
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foa^qd jniaflScicr/t to maiqtam public 
^rab^aijlity or to give confidence and 
^^curity to tfie welUdisposed ; and it 
secincd much better to invest the dv^l 
povvers.with sCifficient authority to^re^ 
press those disturbances, than to call 
in the aid of the military, since the 
fi'cquent use of soldje^S in that manner 
makes the ptopic look upon them 41s 
their adversaries, rather than their pro- 
tectors ' , 

Mr Peel, the secretary of state for 
Ireland, accordingly, u'pon the 2ld 
June, rfioved for leave to bring in a 
bill ** to provide foi* the bettor execu- 
tion of the laws in Ireland, by ap- 
pointing superintending magistrates 
and additional constables in counties 
in certain cases.*' On proposing this 
measure, he remarked, that with re- 
gard. to thff, measure itself, which he 
had now to propose, he did not wish 
to go beyond the necessity of the case, 
as he was anxious that it should have 
permanent operation, and that the bill 
he should propose should form a part 
of the permanent law of the land. He 
by no means, however, meant to state 
it as his conviction that it was calcu- 
l^ed effectually to meet the exigency 
of the»case ; he reserved to himself the 
full power of proposing, even in the 
present session, the re>uval of any of 
those provisions which had been enact- 
ed at former periods tm meet tempo- 
rary emergencies. He wished to keep 
the consideration of them distinct from 
that of a permanent lawy in discu^ing 
the principle of that law. hbp^d 

jhat gentlemen would, not su];*po8e, be- 
cause such measures as the^e which 
he was now about to prop/>8e, were 
not necessary in England, there- 

fore they were not n^ssary im Ire- 
land, for the state of the t^vo cottAtries 
was essentially different. 

He proposed in the b^which 
lie was now about to mo%e^:t>r,‘to 
give to the lord lieutenant a powgr, 
■when (Jisttirbances existed in any coun- 


ty or of a county, to proclaim 
that district to be in a disturbed state, 
to appoint a superintending magistrate, 
with a salary, and special constables, 
with salaries. He proposed that the 
magistrate should have a house and 
office, but that he should not be in- 
vested with aqv extraordinary powers ^ 
that he should be responsible immedi- 
ately to the -governmeat, and remove- 
able at their discretion ; an'd thqt he 
should be called upon for those exer- 
tions which could not be required frorp 
ordinary magistrates, who could* not 
be expected to devote the whole of 
their time to the public service. The 
special constables, to whom he pro- 
posed to give a better salary than to 
1 ordinary constables, he should propose 
to select from among the farmers* sonsj, 
and persons of that class, and to make 
them keep a kind of watch and ward 
in the disturbed district ; these con- 
stables to be placed under the con- 
troul of the superintending magis- 
trates. The extraordinary expence 
that must be incurred Wy the esta- 
blishment 61 this magistrate, and the 
special constables, ought, in hia opi- 
nion, to be paid by the disturbed 
district. There would be in the bill 
several' regulations for the conduct of 
these magistrates, which it would be 
unnecessary now to detail ; he should 
only repeat, that by bringing forward 
this bill, he did not preclude himself 
from proposing other and strongerme^- 
sures even in tile present sessions if the 
case should require it.** 

This measure was carried ^without 
.much opposition, but proved inade- 
quate to its. object. On the 8th of 
July Mr Peel again came forward, 
with *con8iderable regret,** as he 
said,** to propose an^additional measure, 
for the preseyrvation of the peace in 
Ireland. The House were already 
aware, that he had introduced a mea-' 
sure during the present session on the 
same subject, which was then in pro- 
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gmftf aiid wWch waj to have a jper- 
iiianeiniogcratioii* .Wheti he brotight 
this IWJbrward, he had reserved to 
himse^ the rights should circumstaucea 
require 4t, of bringing in another, of a 
more effective and decisive description* 
The apprehensions which had induced 
him to make this reservation, had since 
been confirmed ; and, however painful 
the task, Jie found it absolutely neces- 
sary to adopt a system whidh, although 
perfectly consistent with the establish- 
ed principles of constitutional govern- 
menf, was at van|0(be with those max- 
ims of moderation and mildness, by 
which he was desirous the people of 
Ireland should be governed. The 
proposition whihh he should make, 
was the revival of the measure whigh > 
had received the sanctjjon of parlia- 
ment in 1807* The amount of its 
operation was to permit two magis-' 
trates to transport idle and disorderly 
persons. The preamble was copied 
from the act of 1807, and merely re^ 
ferred to certain disturbances wdiich 
existed in various parts of Iceland, ex- 
ciud.^’y seditious persons; and he 
should j^ropose it to be limited to the 
period of two years. The object of 
the Insurrection Act, or rather of the 
clause to which he should now pro- 
pose to revert, was to provide, in case 
any part of the country should be dis- 
turbed, or in danger of being disturb- 
ed| that two justices of the peace 
should be empowered to summon an 
extraordinary sessions of the magis- 
trates of the county, which should con- 
sist oP sef en magistrates, who should 
make a report to the government, or 
thejijjrd lieutenaht, that part of their 
district was in a state of disturban'ce, 
and that the ordinary law of the land 
was inadequate to the preservatiotf of 
the public peace. In this case, it was 
provided that the lord lieutenant, by 
the advice of his privy council, should 
be empowered to issue a proclamation, 
commanding all persons wsiding with- 


in the said disturb^ <^itri^^m ^n- 
•et to sun-rise, to keep srithin tScir 
houses, and that no person shdlald be 
inhered to be drinking in public- 
hoiise after the hour of nine I 

and further, if they should be delist- 
ed out of their ^uses, without bmg 
able to shew gc^^cause* they shbiila 
hB considered as idle and disorderly, 
and be liable to transportation for the 
period of seven years. The*law als6 
required that the lord lieutenant should 
order a special sessions of the peace tO 
be held, at which these persons should 
be tried, and, if necessary, tbat trial by 
jury should be dispensed with. — TherO 
were other provisions, which sanction- 
ed yhe eraploymeot of the military tb 
►^uell disturbances, and, in order to fai 
cilitatc the detection of ofienders, ena- 
bled the magistrates to pay tdomiciliary 
visits ; and upon refusal to open the 
doors of such houses as they might 
visit, enabling them to enter them by 
force. In the present state of Ire- 
land, he thought it wo: M be no great 
restriction, where disturbances did ex- 
ist, to require the inhabitants to re- 
«maiQ •within their houses from sun- 
set to sun rise^ It was impo^sibli to 
deny that this measure was an* evil | 
but the House had to decide upon 
comparative cvffs ; and when the dread- 
ful alternative to which they would 
be reduced, it some such measure were 
not adoptedl^ was considered, he ap- 
prehended no doubt could exist as to 
the enpedienqy of adopting it, until thfe 
QMM9ii«iur its existence had cibased* 
That theVieasure would prevent thc^ 
evils of wliich he complained, he was 
satisfied ; \nd this opinion was found- 
ed uporfi#iJb|iety of documents which 
he hehl ittliis^id. These documents 
gavfe\ibc most convincing testimony 
of the disturbed and alarming stbte 
in wljich Ireland now was. Among 
others^ there was one''from a respect- 
able magiscrate of the county of Ros- 
common, which described the state of 
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that covLxicy,to bfe most alarming, and 
lamented that the law of the land was 
inadequate to the preservation of the . 
public peace, in consequence of the 
magistrates having no power over Sus- 
pected persons. There was another 
letter from a magistrate of equal au- 
thority, Mr Maycqp of the county 
of Westmeatij,*"'?i^ho, after advertirg 
to the atrocities which were every 
where*c<tmmitting within that county, 
observed, that if the legislature would 
allow domiciliary visits, afnd require the 
inhabitants to be at home at a particu- 
lar hour, tranquillity would soon be 
restored. It was by no means cthe in- 
tention of government to have recourse* 
to this act, even if it should be pa.ssed, 
on ordinary occasions ; on the con^,, 
trary, as with the act which had been 
passed in 1807, and remained in full 
force till 1810, without being acted 
upon, it was intended only to be re- 
sorted to, when every other effort had 
failed to quell disturbance. He would 
wish the House to consider the dread- 
ful evils which were meant to be cor- 
rected. In many parts of Ireland, the 
inhabitants were obliged to §it up, 
whole nights to guard themselves from 
assassination 5 and a letter had been 
ut into his hand that day by an hon. 
aronet, the mem 6 er*for the Queen’s 
coonty (Sir H. Parnell), which stated 
that the Caravats were levying contri- 
butions of SOs* and 40x* each, from 
the little farmers every night, and sei- 
zing arms and ammumtion whatever 
they could be found. He let*^ 

4 ters in his possession, rep resisting mat 
the Carders were in consti^t activity 
throughout the county of "^estmeath, 
and kept the unfortunatgr^abitants 
(whose offence wds psfmSpa ^'more 
than their industry, by which th^were 
able to give a higher rent*to their land*' 
lords than others, their loyally, or their 
refusal to join ^hese Hwle^^^htTncls,) 
in unce?isin^ apprehension of assassjna- 
tion, or having their little cabins burnt 


over their heads. In addition to these 
facts, he had a letter from Mr Wilkes, 
of Stoke’a town, stating, tha||^ band 
of these miscreants had brdfeeif into 
the house of a poor man, and carded 
both himself, his .wife, and his two 
daughters, in the most dreadM man- 
ner. The operation of carding, he had 
already stated, to be performed with a 
wool card, >with which the flesh was 
literally torn from the bones of the un- 
feyturiate creatures who happened to 
be exposed to the torture. These 
atrocities, too, wei^tot committed by 
one jgarticular sect against another, for 
protestants and catholics were alike 
exposed to theip ; and, in a letter from 
Westmeath, it appeared that a consi- 
der^le number of Roman catholics 
h33 been served in this maimer. — The 
right hon. g^Mleman, in conclusion, 
observed, that he was persuaded these ■ 
combinations had not arisen from any 
politicsil feeling 5 but lest the float- 
ing masses of disaffection, which were 
dispersed in different parts of the 
country, should be collected by some 
able hand, he considered it higldy 
important that a strong measure sTiouId 
be immediately ado]>ted, so as at once 
to stem those disorderly propensities, 
which, from not being properly re- 
sisted, would gain additional strength 
every day. — He moved, That leave 
be given to bring in a bill to provide 
for the preserving and restoring of 
peace in such parts of Ireland as 
may at any time be disturbed by se- 
ditious persons jentering into unlawful 
combinations or conspiracie!;^’’v 

On the second reading of the bill, 
it was feeldy opposed by Mr Horner 
and some other members, but w as ul- 
timately passed and carried into exe- 
cution. 

Connected with this subject was a , 
motion made-oy Sir John NewpOit, 
relating to the Orange Associations in 
Ireland. In a preface to his motion. 
Sir John observed, « that upon a for- 



Chap. 4.] HISTORY OF EUROPE. ‘ if 

mer occasion he had indulged the hope ger^which called thefil»fbrtlj, #nd were 
that th*c sense of parliament, so clear- exposed to the act of 1799> which 
ly, and, with a suigle exception, so stamped illegality on meetings so com- 
• unanimously expressed, would have po^d.’* Sir J. Newport then quoted 
'discouraged those associationa, and thcs^bsVvation of Mr Canning last 
would have led to that total abandon- yedr, that, whatever digressions gen* 
ment of their principle, which would tlemen had entered into, no man was 
have gone some way at least in tran- found to commift4y|mself in the defence 
qnillizing the internal stale of Ireland.' of* those associatiohs»y"^«!»d that they 
It was in vain to look t/)wards this would, of course, perish, when the 
happy corfsummation, until all associa- sense of parliament became sp clearly 
tions were 'entirely extinguished’, an|J, expressed upon the illegalify of their 
to use the emphatic words of a noble formation. It was, however, painful 
lord* ( Cast lereag^ij not then present, to find, that this discouragement had 
until the people were under the do- been ineffectual, and that g. right bon. 
minion of the law, and not unde/ that gentleman had received and returned 
of clubs and associatiqjis.” Although answers to one or two of those asso- 
he had known ofithe existence of those ciations — answers which he (Sir John 
societies when the sulject was lastJbe-^iNep'porl) was sorry to say, appeared 
fore the House, yet he confidenrIy?lr^ commendatory of their principles, 
pected that they would 1 m ve dispersed As a proof of the evil efFectfT pro* 
when the voice of parliament became duced by the Orange assSciations in 
expressed, and that this system, wliosc Ireland, he adverted to the circiim* 
only object was the insult of one class stance that the grand jury of a coun- 
of fellow-citizens, for the petty pur- ty in the north of Ireland had abso- 
pose of party triumph, would have lately defeated the prison act, which 
wholly dissolved. He regretted he had been introduced by a right honour* 
h ad jjeen mistaken, and Ihis regret able friend of his. By that act, it 
■\^asheightencd when he had observed, ^ was grovided that each of the gaols in 
that' a right honourable gentleman, Ireland should be attended by aJR.o- 
(Mr Peel) high in office in Ireland, man catholic clergyman. The jpry to 
had considered himself called upon to which he alluded did not directly deny 
protect and encoitrage those societies a Roman catljplid clergyman to the 
w];iich parliament had declared were cohnty gaol, but they appointed a 
obnoxious to the public peace. It be* degraded prtest to act as chaplain ; 
came, then, full time for the people of knowing, fvpm the regulations of the 
Ifeland to know upon what authority church to which he belonged, that it 
those institutions existed. This was was impossible for him to officiate sa- 
of importance, from.the fact of their three yeatvS this was 

illegaiityrhaving been proclaimed from 5^ source if c<)nstant dispute between 
high legal authority. With this view the jud™ of assize and the gran(f 
he onginated his motion, .for the pur- jury. could not sufficiently ad- 

f Sstr of shewing, as had been stated mire t^Agseription which a learned 
efore by a noble lord, the necessity jadgjfy^na^^^ceased (Lord Avon- 
of re-echoing the wish of parliaqjient morei) Had given of real loyalty, when 
by the voice of the country, and of members or the Orange faction were 
"repressing, without ifltK^rior measures, represented to him as To^I, who had, 
any society within the empire of the in ‘ftictj /tran^ressac^the laws : I 

law ; and that, whatever their origin kgow,^’ said he, of no loyalty, cx- 
might be, they had outlived the dan- cept that which obeys the laws, and 
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its l>e8t efforts to «ee (them car* 
ricd fairly into effect. 1 cannot con* 
aider him to be a loyal man, who acta 
contrary to them for the purpose; of 
advancing his own view® of HoeVaiid 
violence !*' When the great atlas that 
had so long supported the fabric of 
bigotry in Irelan^^^was tottering**-* 
when the fabThwlcsielf was on the pc^nt 
of falling‘«*-it excited his regret to per- 
ceive* an attempt made to rescue it 
from impending destruction. It was, 
however, utterly imposuiblc to conti- • 
nue the system. The good sense, the 
increasing (knowledge of the people, 
must operate to overthrow w* Sir 
John Newport then moved, That 
there be laid before this House, co- 
pies of all addresses from societies o^\bo*^ 
dies of men calling themselves Orange 
associations or lodges, and also of all 
addresses from grand juries in Ireland, 
on the subject of such Orange socie- 
ties, to the principal secretary for that 
part of the kingdom, with his answers 
thereto.’* 

Mr Peel said, ** he rose to second 
the right bon. baronet’s motion for 
the production of the documents upon ^ 
which he , had so strangely comment- 
ed, though, perhaps, a doubt might 
be entertained, whether they were of 
that nature and character which would 
justify the Hotiae in calling for them. 
But, though he had nef objection to 
their production, as he hf»d evinced by 
ieconding the motion, he could not 
avoid troubling the House with fi few 
observations upon the speeci^ bJtJ^ich 
Jt had been introduced. ^ • 

The speech of the rignfe hon, 'faa* 
ronet referred, he believ<^,^ to One 
which he (Mr Peel) madgi^^hc last 
aessioii of parliament, 
much that the right hon. bai%m|| had 
been in hia .place upon tHat occasion, 
because it ifbuld have saved him tW 
trouble of maki&^g^the iffesenl modOn ; 
lie would then have been able to ju^ge 
whether he {Mr P<^1) had given en- 


couragement to flocieties, moat unjust- 
ly described by the right hon* 'gentle- 
man as societies < illegally formed, for 
the purpose (If insuhing and harass- 
ing tl»ir fellow subjects.’ It^ would* 
however, have been but candid towards 
him, and respectful towardsthe riouse* 
if the right hon. baronet, when he pre- 
ferred such a charge, had stated the 
grounds upon which it was founded--r 
if he had stated in what manner and 
upon ’what occasion he (Mr P.) had 
given encouragement to illegal socie- 
ties formed for such' purposes, or to 
political combinations of any descrip- 
tion '’or character. The right hon. ba- 
ronet had spoken generally of addresses 
presented to him (Mr P. ) from Orange 
lodges, and of his answers. Why had 
'lldt the right hon. baronet, in support 
of his charge,*8tated when, upon what 
occasion, and by whom, those addresses 
were presented ? He had stated that 
they were published ; if they were* 
why did he not produce them ? He 
had a right, the House had a right, 
to call upon the right hon. baronet to 
state, not generally and vaguely 
distinctly and specifically, the grounds 
of his charge. Let the right hon. ba- 
ronet, if he thought proper, amend 
his motion, so as to call for every ad- 
dress that had ever been presented to 
him, in which there was any allusion* 
directly or indirectly, to this subject, 
together with his answers. He would 
willingly support such an amendmeitt* 
because he only wished that the charges 
which had been, made, should be pitt 
in such a shape as to enabu- ham^ to 
meet them distinctly. In the course 
of the last <,8e$8ion* mi hon. banoaet 
(member for the Queen’s 
presented to the House some petitiona 
respecting Orange societies, but before 
he presented them, he communicated 
his intention to ^him (Mr Peel.) He 
thanked the hon. baronet for his cour- 
tesy, but expressed his regret, that he 
should have felt it his duty to bHng 
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forward such a suljjeet. The hon. of its solicitude tb p¥«$^<S great 
baronet did present fcbe petitions, and constitutional force ftdbi 
Ec (Mr Peel) took that ‘opportunity violation ; to prevent any pet^ii»toh 
of stating clearly, and tfrithout reserve, original olijecta J'ipf its 

Jiis opmbns upon the subject, in order &^UtTon« ?|?hofie objects 
“to renpve some misapprehension which fbfr, dearly defined lay the 
prevailed ^ and he also made some ob- to apply militia to any piiti^ae 
aervations upon the petitions them- not within thelii^l^mphtion of titat 
aelves ; he shewed to the Houae^ that law, v^uld, he a^id?®nded, natu- 
^though they purported to come from rally clfefti the attention of parlia^* 
personsof all religious persuasion*, yet ment. Looking, to the |a*;r In or- 
that many of the signatures were der to understand its letter and apirit'* 

ten by the same person ; one particu- he was led to^onclude that there were 
lar instance he* pointed out, where only four cases in which it ^as prod** 
ninety^eight or ninety-nine names con- ded that the militia ahoujd be called? 
secutively were in the same hand-wri- out ,a? embodied; these four cssea 
ting. What he stated. upon that occa- were invasion, imminent danger, insur* 
sion, if necessary, he would now re* rec^ion, and actual rebellion ; aud lut 
peat. He had never spoken a militia were embodied 

or written a line upon it, which Keviro^ in'^ any other case, the law tfas directly 
desirous to retract. • IP the principles violated. What then Was to bethougmt 
and conduct of any body of men were of keeping the militia embodied at a 
misrepresented, nothing should deter time vvrien none of the cases described 
him from rising to point out the mis- could be said to exist ? Under such 
representation, and to vindicate them circumstances he dccidecjly thought 
from unmerited charges ; Persons that, according to law, no part of the 
might disapprove of the principles of militia could be embodied. This he 
ail^ombinations, hut thef ought, in ventured to lay down as a positbii 
C^mnion justice, to draw a distinction, ^ sustmned by the different statutes ap- 
where a distinction existed, and not plicable to the question. Upon what 
confound the associations of the Wal ground the keeping of the militia em- 
with other associations ofa very differ- bodied at present could be justified, 
cut character.’^ , h^ was wholl)it at loss to conceive. 

After a few additional remarks from p^ce being restored to Europe, and 
Mr Peel, merely tending to exculpate in the present state of the country 
himself from the charges of Sir John he could not suppose that any of tho 
Newport, the original motion was car- cases he had mentioned could be al- 
lied without a division. ledgyd to enist. ' It w*s not stated 

As tranquillity had now been testo- was anijr such serious ap^e- 

reA toTlffrope, some persons, forget- o^nsioiTai danger as tnes^ 

ting that hostilities with America still case* rtfitreA to, and it could not be 
contmued, raised an outcry about the pretendei that the country ^s in any 
■Wedged violation of the constitution* dej|i5ri|l^^ttrbed.^ Herjnd<^ed, felt 
by keeping the militia embodied.-— l^WfiMESn^ted inasS^ 

Earl Fitzwilliam, on making ^ motion the|®iliese cases did ^xisuand there- 
an the House of Lords for certain re- maintained, that^eping the 

IfHfffi on this subjeef,* observed that mlJitiaqmbodfed wasindpeettiq^ 
the several statutes which the legis- of the lavj.’V^ • , m 

lature in its wisdom had ensjeted upon JHe was welt answered*; bbweyer, by 
fiiii subject, afforded ample evidence Viscoutit Sidmouth, who said, f* thst 
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AS the referred to on the mo- 

tianof the noble earl, were issued from 
the office in which he had the honour 
to preside, he felt it necessary ad- 
dress some obi^ervations to their ^rh- 
ships upon the subject. The n6ble 
earl had truly stated, ^at it had form- 
ed a part of the con^erate wisdom of 
the legi8latii^€4*H^ake variolas provi- 
sions lor th^ maintenance and applica- 
tion of oiir militia establishment. But 
in adverting to the several acts which, 
with regard to our grea»t constitution- 
al force, the policy of the legislature 
had thougjit proper to adopt as re- 
strictions upon the prerogative^of the 
crown respecting martial law, the no- 
ble carl had omitted to mention a, case 
to which that force was rendered avjaili^ 
able, namely, the recruiting of our te- 
gular army. But the authority of the 
mown was’ not, even independently of 
that case, by any means so limited as 
the noble earl appeared to think ; for 
history afforded numerous instances in 
which the militia had been called out 
and embodied, when neither of the 
four cases existed which the noble carl 
had described. But it could not be 
disputed, that in a state of war the so-* 
vereign was legally entitled to call out 
and embody the militia of the country 
for its own defente. «, Such, indeed, 
had always been the universal under- 
standing ; and there was not a single 
clause in any of the acts upon the sub- 
ject, to negative the power of the 
crown to caU out the nulitia upon the 
existence of danger. He, hqyf eve r, 
was free to admit, that the weit 
not to continue embodied fcfter that 
danger had ceased ; but to Jpeterraine 
upon that cessation was^^Qlto the 
discretion of the execu|wnfe;d 9 ^bt 
upon a grave responsitility the 
exercise 'OJt discretiorf. S6 ttipch 
with respecfcto the law upon this sub- 
ject ; and to Hhe ^nevances 

and disappointments complained of^bj 
the noble earl, who wire they by whom 


that complaint could be consistently 
preferred ? The ballottcd raUn was 
still entitled to his discharge at the 
end of five years, for which he was 
originally bound, to serve ; an^ as to 
the substitute, he was engaged tp serve 
for years, or so long as the regiment in 
which he enlisted continued embodied. 
Such were -the terms of his oath. 
What contract, then, was violated ^ 
with these .men' by the plah to conti- 
nue the militia establish ihent embo- 
died ? They bad in fact no reasonable 
ground of complaint ‘in being retained 
in the Service, while the country urir 
happily remained in a state of war. 
The legality of §o retaining them could 
not, he was* convinced, be consistently 
questioned. In this, therefore, he to- 
"irtTfiy 'dilFered from the noble earl, while 
he fully concurred with him in regret- 
ting the hardships alluded to ; but 
these hardships arose out of the neces- 
sity created by the public exigency, 
which he alleged to exist, and to re- 
quire the suspension of the order for 
disembodying the militia. — The mo- 
tion for pK)duction of papers anj^ re- 
turns was agreed to. 

Sir Samuel Roinilly, on the 28th of 
November, brought the same subject 
before the House of Common s, by a mo- 
tion, “ That this country having been 
for, more than five months at peace wjth 
all the powers of Europe, and in a 
state of undisturbed internal tranquil- 
lity, the still continuing a part of the 
militia embodied is contrary 40 the 
spirit and plain intent of the act, and 
a manifest violation of the^<6»stitu- 
tion/^-— After some discussion the mo- 
tion was negatived by a great majority. 

On the 22d November, Mr 
Onslow moved for leave to bring in a 
bill*for more effectually securing' the 
liberty ’of the subject, — It was the 
object qf thiVliiir to amend sev^fiad’ 
defects in tbe^ existing state of the 
law relative to the writ of Habeas 
Corpus, The power of issuing thii 
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writ appears to have been originally 
confined to the courts of King’s 
Fetich and Chancery; the court of 
• Common Pleas inchtded at a more 
^ecentjLperiod. But it seemed of great 
irn^omnce, that the whole courta of 
Westminster Hall should equally be 
, invested with this salutary privilege ; 
and this improvement* accordingly 
..formed one of the objectarof the bill. 
Another 6f its- provisions. would have 
bestowed upon the judges the* saijie 
power of issuing this writ in vacation 
as in terra time^ and it seems a gla- 
ring absurdity indeed, that a constitu- 
tional remedy of the highest infport- 
ance to every English subject should 
be inaccessible to him at certain pe- 


riods, merely because it. incon- 
venient ,that the supreitte totfits «of 
justice should, at such seadbi^i hold 
thc^sittings*— But the most importi. 
an^Sf the improvements contemplated 
b/'tmsbill, vtos a provision by vrtwich 
the judge, oi^Vpurt issuing the writ, 
should at all tni^ be empowered to 
investigate the tnJfe' TOsehood of 
the facts stated in the retum-^a power 
without which thc^mere iss^l^ m the 
Writ must, in many inkandes, pirovc 
altogether nugatory. — Lea^e was ac- 
cordingly given to bring in the bill, 
in which, however, little progress was 
made during the course of the pre- 
sent session. 
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CHAjPTER .V. 

ihr0ceiding$ in Parliametti relating to Her Royal Highness the Princebs of 

Wales* , 

Tub unbecoming discussions which his resolution upon this point ; and 
had occurred during the last session of* 4 ^ler Majesty Accordingly signified to 
parlMOient, upon the differences be* tVie riincess the impossibility of her 
twixt his Royal Highness the Prince appearing at the drawing-rooms. To 
Rej^nt and the Princess of Wales, this intimation the Princess returned 
hao filled with disgust the minds of the following answer :«• 
all honourable men. In the proaecu- ‘‘ Madam, — 1 have received the let* 
tion of our duty as recorders of the ter which your Majesty has done me 
events of the times, we must not shrink the honour to address to me, prohi- 
from the further details of this painful biting appearance at the public 
eubiect ; and while we shall state them drawing-roims which will be held by 
witn idl the delicacy due to the elc- your Majesty in the ensuing month, 
▼ated perspnages more immediately with great surprise and regret, 
concet^ed, we shall be mindful, at the ** I will not presume to discuss with 
same time, of the paramount claims of your Majesty topics which must be as 
truth. ' V ^ painful to your Majesty as to myself. 

In the month of June, 1814, Eng- * « Your Majesty is well acquainted 
land was visited by illustrious with the affectionate regard with which 
Strangers from the continent, and pre- the King was so kind as to honour me, 
parations were made to entertain them up to the period of his Majesty ^s in* 
according to the splendour and mag* disposition, which no one of his Ma* 
nificence which became thep^Jm|sh jesty’s subjects has so much cause to* 
^ court. The Quecn^ therefore, deter- lament as myself ; and that’^tlis* Ma- 
mined to hold her drawing '^ooms iq jesty was graciously pleased to bestow 
the course of that niMonib, ann accord* upon me tl\5 most miequivoca) and 
inglr notified that inteqtjjjm lo the gratifying proof of his attachmenf^nna 
tiub&c. The appearancf i^x^ir^aace approbation, by hii public receptioa 
Kcgent at ^hese drawing-rooms of of me at his court, at a season of re- 
course indik^nsable, but* his iCdjal vere and unmefited affliction, wh^cn his 
Uighne^, reasons whichjlie him- protection was'^ixiost necessary tcn&e. 
sell deemed 8aif^<Uory,^ba4*deteiithi- There 1 have since uninterruptedly 
ned not to meet the pnneeBsi IJe paid my respects to your Majesty. I 
therefore communicated to the Queen am now without appeal or protector. 



But I cannot so far forget my duty ta 
the Kin'g and to. myejelC as to surreu^ 
<!cf my right to appear at* any pubKc 
^rawing-ropm to be held by your Ma^ 

I may not, however, add to 
the difficulty and uneasiness of y^ur 
Majesty situation, I yield in the pre* 
gent instance to the will 6f his Royal 
.Highness the Prince Regent, announ* 
ced to me hy your Majesty*)! and shall 
not present myself at the drawin§^ 
rooms of the next month. 

<< It would be* presumptuous in me 
to attempt to enquire of your Maj^esty 
the reasons of his Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent for this.harsh proceed- 
ing, of which his*Royal Highness can 


self frpiii t)ie suspi 
towardfr|OUr Majesty» % i 
lie t|)e eabse of my 

a]^ when the dutifs ita« 

tfod’S^ald otherwise qpeculWlj 
ibafid: thy atteMance*” J y 

There was. Ibmething jneonsi^^ 
in thfe request xn^hJto tHe Queen, to 
communicate to hei^sitdrs Sbe causes 
of the absence of the Rrincessof l^ides, 
while the latter expsressed her Seteribi^ 
nation to make the whole case known 
to the world j*and the Queen accordf 
ingly replied to this demand in the folU 
lowii^ terms - • 

<< TRe Queen has received, this af- 
ternoon, the Princess of Walesa's letter 
of yesterday, in reply to the communis 


alone be the judge. I am uncon^kms^ation which,, ahe-|va8 desired by 
of offence ; and in that reflectimi, F Prince Regent to make to her | and 


must endeavour to find c(>asolatiou for 
all the mortifications I experience ; 
even for this, the last, the most unex- 
pected, and the most severe ; the pro- 
nibition given to me alone to appear 
before your Majesty, to offer ray con-, 
gratulations upon the happv termina- 
tion ,of those calamities with which 


she is sensible of the disposition ex* 
pressed by her Royal Highness, not 
to discuss with her tomes which must 
be painful to both. The Queen con* 
siders it incumbent upon her to send a 
copy of the Princess of Wales^s letter 
to the Prince Regent 5 and her Ma* 
jesty could have mlt no hesitation in 
“lETlrope kas been so long afflicted, in. communicating to the illustrious stran* 
the presence of the illustrious person- » gers who may possibly be presentT at 
ages who will in all probability be as- her court, the circumstances wfSteh will 


•embled at your Majesty's court, with 
whom I am so closely connected by 
bir^fi and marriage. 

“ I beseech your Majesty to do me 
an act of justice, to which, in the pre* 
seift circumstances, your Majesty is the 
Vmly person competent, by acquainting 
tfibigMe iUgstnpus strangers with the mo- 
tives oipWSbnal consideration towards 
your Majesty which alone induce me 
to absuin from the exercise of my right 
TBTa wear before your Majesty ; and 
that 1 do now, as I have done at all 
^fy the malice of my enemies 
low of any one 
ender me un- 


to fix j3bn m e the, shai 
Stionwh^TcoulI 
worthy of their society or regard, 
Your Majesty will, I am ^ure, not 
he displeased that 1 should relieve my- 


prevent the Prineq^s of Wales from 
appearing therft if her Royal High* 
ness had not rendered a compliance 
with her wlsli to this effect unneces- 
sary, by intimating her intention of 
maxing public the cause of her ab- 
senceJ^ * * 

^Thkcairespondence which foHowed 
was immaterial ; but on the Sd of June 
the SpeahSr of the House of Com- 
mons reeked from the Princess of 
Wales in the followiig terms. 
^ ‘Ijper wal«cammunicated to the 


This^^ 

Hou^i; 

The Princess of Wale ^ 

Speaker will infgrm t 
monsi thats his ^ Rof al^ ^ 

Prince Regenf lis been advised to take 
such steps as have prevented her from 
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a^ejiiringSit court* and to declare hia 
Royal Highness's * fixed and unal^ 
terable determination never to ^eet 
the Princess of Wales upon any'‘{»bca- 
•ion, either in public or.privatej^' ‘ 

“The proceedings o08O6 arid 1807, 
and last year* are in t^e recollection of 
the House* as wej^ as the ample and 
unqualified vindication of the Princess's 
conduct, to which those proceedings 
led. ; ; 

“ It is impossible for the Princess b.f 
Wales to conceal from herself the in« 
teution of the advice which lias now 
been given lo the Prince Regent* and 
the probability tliat there are liitimate 
objects in view, pregnant with danger 
to the security of the succession,* and 
the domestic peace pf the realm. ^ 

“ Under these circumstances, even 
if the Princess’s duty towards herself 
could suffer her to remain silent, her 
sense of what is due to her daughter, 
and to the highc^^t interests of the 
country, compels her to make this 
communication to the House of Com- 
mons. 

“ The Princess of Wales incloses 
copies of the correspondence •which ,, 
has* passed, and which she requests 
Mr Sjieaker will communicate to the 
Plouse." * 

After this letter had been read, ,Mr 
Methuen moved, “ That an humble 
address be presented^ to his Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent, to pray 
his Royal Plighness that he will he 
gracibusly pleased to ‘acquaint* this 
House, by whose advice 4iic^4Wy«^l 
* Highness was induced to fojinithe * fix- 
ed and unalterable determination never 
to meet lier Royal Highnc^ the Prin- 
cess of W ales upon any either 

in private or public,' JKfcomniunicated 
by his Rfltoal Highness her Majes- 
ty with the reasons submit* 

ted to ms Highrj|8s, upon \yhich 

inch advice fomidi'd.”* 

In support of this unreasonable mo- 
tion, Mr Methuen exclaimed, “ What, 


^ir, shall the boasted liberty of this 
country be henceforth considered butaft 
an empty name ! Shall that soil, wdiich 
has been hitherto^ said to confer, instan- 
taneously, freedom on the most abjeej;^ 
slave who had the good fortune to tread 
it— must this sacred soil lose its long- 
acknowledged charm, and skjk to thev, 
lowest level 'in the scale of nations ! 
Shall this House, distinguished as k 
has been inr the cause of humanity, in 
the cause of the poor African, deny 
the smallest portion of the same chris- 
tian-like balm, tohea^ the wounds of a 
princess ! Or is it for the slave alone 
that the manly heart can fed, or the 
eloquent tongue can plead ? I should 
like to ask tlie House, if the very cir- 
icqjjjslancc of the Princess Charlotte 
oeing' at all permitted to see her mo- 
ther, is not a strong proof of her inno- 
cence ; as her visits ought to be alto- 
gether prohibited, if her mother were 
an unfit person for her society ? I 
should be glad to know if the Here- 
ditary Prince of Orange does not con- 
sider her as innocent, w^hen he writes 
to her, as a proper compliment to his 
, future motber-indaw’, to inform hcr“ 
^*of his approaching nuptials with her 
daughter ? She has received also let- 
ters of congratulation from the Prince 
and Princess Dowager of Orange. I 
should not be at all astenished to hear 
the publication of these letters object- 
ed to. Cut, sir, 1 cannot sec any 
other course she had left to take, She 
had already written to you, sir,** who 
ably and ho«ourabiy fiU thajt cf^vir 
wdiich I am now addressin^She next 
wrote to the Chancellor, and after- 
wards to tlie Regent fiimself. ^ need 
not inform the House with what t^TecC 
She had therefore no resource, but an 
appeal to the hearts and undcr;'^..*!pd-« 
ings of her future rnbiects. sir, 

if a precedent were wanting to vindi- 
cate her conduct on this occasion, it 
would be .easy to find one, and that of 
the highest authority. It must be 
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freah in the memory of the House, with all the consequence and ^pWndour 
that in tlie year 1804,. his l^oyal High- due to her situation. 

"ness the Prince of Wale'?, witli a spirit I.could have wished, sir, that at 
Veil worthy the heir-apparent of the when the peace of Eurone ii 

British throne, desirous of bring fore- settllu^^ that (j(f Englaiwl might have 
rac^ in command i» case of invasion, cdnnrmec^j^ and that no unhal- 

then threatened by that restless and lowed difference^might have intruded 
^crciless scourge of mankind, whose itself on the pres'L:pe of imperial and 
sun of glory is now stt,' and whose roysAl visitors, to quench the flame of 
dreams of mad ambition ar« now hap- enthusiasm, and dieck the full ti^e of 
pily at an end, applied to his Majesty gratitude flowing towards cthose to 
for a command. His Majesty refused whom, under Providence, we arc so 
.the request ; the Prince lelt his cha- signally indebted. Under all circum- 
racter concerned, and appealed to the stances, her Royal Highness, to use 
tribunal of the public, publishings his her own words, is entitled to be proved 
letters to his Majesty and the Duke of guilty, or treated as innocent. She 
York. The Annual l^jgistcr of that has a right to claim this, which is the 
year will assist any gentleman’s me- comnioa birth right of the English ; 
mory wdiich may be defective on has a right to claim it as a subject, 

subject. Among many strange^^and as a fellow creature, as the wife of the 
undefined charges, for wa*iit of proving Prince Regent, and as thejmolher of 
criminality, I have heard the charge of our future Queen.” 
bad taste most commonly urg.:d against Mr Bathurst, in answer to this gen- 
hcr. But, sir, though I consider bad tleman, said, ‘‘ He must observe that 
taste as by no means a desirable ingre- there was no prohibition against the 
dient in the composition of a princess, Princess of Wales attending her Ma- 
yet.whcn we reflect upon tlje various jesty’s drawing-room. The Prince had 
perils with which her paths through only signified his determination of not 
"*t!fe have been beset, when we reflect ,*tneetim^- her there ; and if she had per-* 
upon her education abroad, and her ^^sisted in what she was pleased to tem 
situation at home, ought no allowances her right of attending, it wouuPhave 
to be made for a princess who has not then been a vseriou^ consideration for 
had the happiness to have the taste, or th^^Prince Reg(int, whether he could 
at ^iice to understand the feelings or go himself or not. Any discussion on 
manners of this country ? But, sir, 1 this subject would come with more 
' agree with her Royal Highness, that propriety when the future establish- 

\ th5 time chosen to proscribe her is pe- ment of the Princess Charlotte should 
in iiliarly •galling ; and I feel the full be moved for, In case of her marriage, 
qf thaj part of her letter which aijd tfiat hi r mother was not present at 
appliea f5*'ihe approach of her daugh- that cerempiiy. Another honourable 
tc*r*s nuptials and the event of her own member had intimated his intention of 
coron^ion. And I shoulddikc to ask di8CU8sii;|g the subject, should that oc- 
*”1^ oiiffis to be excluded from either of casion P^ace. It was not an un- 
these ceremonies ? 1 hope when the ne- usual thing for" ^members of the royal 
supplies for the marriage «re family to be ^excluded from^he court 
• grant^^y p ar liam ent, ^hey will be of the sovereign. It was which 

condiuofially, tliat tlie mar- had frcqui^itly Jjapp^ejl^ithout any 
riage shall be a public one, and that impiitatitiiiti a^tqnst Tliti' character of 
the Princess of Wales shall appear at it thoae branches of the royal family wh# 
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were ?o excluded, or without any en- ing his opinion, that the more appeda 
qmry as to c^use of the exclusion, were made to the, public, and the 
This had happened at different tioies this unhappy subject should be agi<* 
during the reigns of George tjic. Firgt tated,. the more irritation would be 
and George the Second* when dt^sen- produced by it, and the more inj ury 
eions between the rei*[jping ir^narch would be done to the peace of "the 
and the Prince of Wa|^ had been car- royal family# The House were now 
ried to a greater l^g&t than any dis- called upon to interfere merely about;, 
aensions which KM since occurredva- the etiquette of a drawing-room. This 
mong^^the members of the royal fami- was what he thought they ought not 
ly* ThJ abject of the hon. gentleman to be called on to do ; ancl therefore 
appeared to be, to restore the Princefes li£ should give his negativfe to the ad- 
of Wales to the Queen’s drawing- dress proposed.” 
rooms ; but could the House call up- Even Mr Ponsonby could not agree 
on his Royd Highness the Prince Re- to the motion. He said that “ he liad 
gent to change that sentiment* which listened to the honourable gentleman’s 
had obtained such full possession of resolution or address with much atten- 
his mind, as to lead him to wish for lion, but could not vote in its favour, 
her exclusion ? With regard to fu tu re he had ever found, in the his- 
considerations, which had been alluded fory bf the councils of princes, that 
to, they v^ere not now before the rcbolutions such as that of the Prince 
House. The only thing which they Regent were liable to clxange, and no 
bad under their consideration was, the oven act had been stated which, in his 
restriction of the Princess from attend* opinion, called for the interference of 
ing the Queen’s drawing rooms during the House. He, however, deeply la- 
the present month. Me did not com mented the letter sent to the Princess 
ceive that this restriction necessarily of Wales by the Queen; and had hoped 
imputed any animosity to her Royal that whar had passed in this Plonse 
Highness. Those unhappy disagree' last year would have put an end foT 
meitts between the Prince Regent and 'vever to this disgraceful and injurious 
the Princess of Wales might have ori- subject. It was natural to the Princess 
ginated in differenpe of taste, and in ol Wales to publish the corresponcl- 
many causes wholly uitconnccted vvjjh ence, to vindicate herself in the (‘yes of 
guilt or innocence. He had omitted the public, when this new iiidigiuty 
to state, that two royal tfuchesses (the was cast upon her. Although he ob- 
Duchesses of Cumberland and Giou- jected to the present motion as unpar- 
cester) had been excluded from the liamentary, there were constitutional 
drawing-rooms of the Queen, because modes of proceeding, which, if resort^# 
their marriages were disapproved of; cd to with a view of puttip^aru^ndv^o 
and yet parliament had never thought these dissensions, should ms best 
it proper to interfere on the occasion, support.” 

With regard to the minute of^:ouncil, Mr Tierney took % different view 
on which so much stress ha<f l;^ecn laid, of the subject, and maintained, <Vhar 
it must be recollected,* that it made as parliament knew only of an ivcome 
a distinefM between cryniiiality and belftmging to th^ Princess of 
other min A charges. Ihe acquittal of 50001. the of 

was, therefci^not alt(jgeth4r so com- Commons ou^it at least to be satiSetl 
jdete as the horn gentlgman%had ruain- that her revenue was equal to the wants 
tained. He could not avoid express- of her high station. At present, the 



Chak 5*1 BlStOkY Of EUkOfl* m 


House did not kitbW it* Tl^y^ Would 
.recollect* that pn her u^rmge with 
tlfie Prince of Wal<?8, the elation allows 
ed 150,0001 for their Joint establish** 
fofnt; but of this there was only5(X)01. 
a-year at her own disposal* and at pre^ 
sent the nation could not tell how she 
•lived* or where she found resources. 
The remaining 120,0001.* was for their 
joint use, for the maintedancc of the 
splendour of their illustrious situation 
in the sufe ; but the House must 
judge what her situation is, when it is 
declaredthat ihef-can no longer breathe 
the same air together. Tiie IJouse 
ought at least to be satisfied that her 
RoyaUHighness was/propcriy provi- 
ded for.^^ 

Mr Methuen was afterwards^pre-* 
vailed upon to withdraw his vefy un- 
constitutional motion. 

* Mr Methuen* however, still jperse- 
vered in hia object ; and on the 23d 
of June moved a resolution, that the 
House should on the following Tues- 
day take into consideration the corre- 
spondence communicated to ^he Speak- 
er by the Priucees of Wales. In sup- 
*port of this motion he observed, Al- , 
though I deeply regret being underi’ 
the necessity once more of addressing 
you on a subject so painful and dis- 
tressing as the present situation of her 
Kgyal Highness the Princess of Wales, 
I feel it my duty to persevere in the 
object which I have in view ; intend- 
iri^* however* in deference to the opi- 
nion of the House, as pretty distinctly 
jp 4 bfe recent discussion on 
this sSc^^dtTnot to retrace the steps 
which I topk on that occasion* but to 
confine myself % the consideration of 
lier j^oyal Highnesses income ; and for 
thar purpose alone shall I call the at- 
^li W ltl ilj^ f the House to the corre- 

Mr M^my anS^his Royal Highness 
the Prince Regent, as the only parlia* 
mentary document on wbicji the pro- 
ceeding* which X mean to proposci can 
vqu va* jPAOT I. • * 


be founde4^ Sir« la the ssflfee epWiof 
deference to tWopinM of House, 

(an ^pinion which, 1 1 shall 

pevciwtuder any circumstanceSi be so 
prei^umptuous as to umlerviilut 6r 
regard*} whilm induces me to Abstain 
from other matter, I shaU endeavour 
to give a directioi^ to £hait generous 
swiliment- — the expression of which on 
the late occasion was so universal and 
80 loud within these Wtills— 4}ftt some- 
thing ought to be done to amdiorAte 
the condiiioh*of her Royal Higlmces. 
bir, I do most deeply regret, and t 
anwndeed astonished, thai^no step has 
been taken— -that no communicatiou 
has been made to this House* in ton- 
sequence of the memorable discussion 
♦1:o which 1 have alluded. 1 sincerrfr 
lament it ; for much rather would i 
see the hand of governmoot Hbtrally 
and spontaneously stretched forth oik 
such an occasion, than that an act of 
bare justice should be wrung from 
by the voice of the parliament and the 
country* But, since the temperate ad- 
vice given to his Majesty^s ministers by 
a ri^t hon. gentlemau opposite* since 
* the uaequivocal expression of the sense 
of the House* since the dehy thafkas 
occurred, have been unprodTtolve of 
any desirable even^ if in the agitatioU 
of the subject ufipleasAnt feelings should 
be excited, either in this House or out 
of it* let th*e blame rest with those 
who, having*the means in their power 
of stifling further discussion, by giving 
his l^oyal Highness the Prince Re- 
gent temperate and coustiturional ad^ 
vice, and by telling him the real sense- 
of the parliament and the people, ei- 
ther neglected to avail themseJves of 
those meaAs, or despised the object for 
the attainmcnt#of which they might 
have used them* 't'here is yhimn who 
deprecates tne necessity of such dis- 
cussions ail the^pref nt j^re than my** 
self; butwbiii;tha?n^S:e86ity eaists, I 
cannot avoid ^continuing to call the at- 
tention of the House to the subject* 
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No man* li^tncrits more than myfolf, 49^O00l*; and to restore her annual 
tlitlt any thing in the shape of dissatis- allowance to its original sum of 1 7 ,0001. 
faction should cloud the brilliance of For nine therefore, her Roy^l 

the present moment. But is it ea^- Highness had 5000L a*year less .than 

pected >that, because others are bask* when she resided at Carlcton-house, 
mg in the sunshine of iappiness, her and had no separate establishment to 
Royal Highness the P^ifncesa of Wales n^intain* The consequence vi^s ob- 
is to be ,^irtent in the cold shade of vious. Her Royal Highness's income 
obscurity ami neglect ? Is the hour of was so inadequate to her expenditure, 
the ti;iu,mph that she is not permitted that in July; last she was under the ne^* 
to parWke that in which she is likely ceasity of reducing her establishment 
to forget the unjust degradation that tq seien domestics, and o0 almost en- 
«he is enduring ? What' must the U- tirely giving up seeing company. To 
lustrious foreigners, so lately among this and other reductions ; and to the 
us, have thought of British generosity, generous and disinterested conduct of 
-when they heard the dis^aceful fact, Mr 6t Legcr, who had insisted on re- 
that the allowance to her Royal High- linquishing his §^alary, and whon^s well 
ness was bo parsimonious that she was as Ladies Carnarvon and Gleubcrvie, 
UD^s^ble to give them a welcome or was now without any salary lybatever, 
Appear before them in a way becoming were ‘owing the happy circumstance, 
icr exalted situation ? Is such a cir- that at the present moment her Royal 
cumstance consonant to the character Highness d\d not owe a, single dulling, 
of a feeling, of a liberal, of a high- But this a situarion in which the 
minded nation ? Sir, I assert qn the future queen of this country ought to 
best authority, although I am almost be left ? Ought she to depend for h^r 
ashamed to assert it, not only that her freedom from actual pecuniary erabar- 
Royal Highness is unable to maintain rassment on the generosity, however 
the dignity of her station, but that she magnanimous, of her household ? The 
ia even without those comforts with ^ proposition which it is my intention to 
which bcjp habits have hitherto fami- -^ake.on this subject is by no means 
liarixffdfler. Let forget*, sir, that unprecedented. In the case of the 
this iiluatricus personage is a princess. Princess Anne, in 1690, a grant was 
Let us consider the* subject only as fa- made by this House, not only without 
thers or brothers. Let us contemplate a message from the crown, but in di- 
our daughters or onr sisftjrs so brand- rect opposition to the wishes of the 
cd, so degmded. Let u»ask our con- crojyu* It is impossible, air, that the 
sciences if an ipnocent woman, thus House can refuse to interfeire. The 
deserted, has no claim on our defence only inconoe which her Roya^ 
and support Six., when the Princess ness posseasea, Jindepcudcntly ofhfi 

» of Wales married^ she had an allowance Royal Highne^ the 
of 17,0001* a year from his' Roy a} plcasujre, is 50QOL U-year, a sum qtr 
Highness the Prince of W ales, besides terly iijisufficient to thi maiSaipistncc of 
60^1.* a year which she received fro.m the dignity of her ^t^iop. f cajauQti'* 
the JExebequer* ‘In j[800 Ids Royal therefore, but aintieipstte a foyourahile 
HighhesHf^nt her a message informing result to my motion* it knot 
her, that Ih consequcnc^of his own question, it i^a^^e^upn ojF .’^EEnpa"" 
embarrassme^c 1|$ could ylfow her justice to an ‘2^^ 

only 12,(XXil?^u*'fear.^ r|^,1809t' hi# Vidual a female , of thu moat cxalj^d 
Royal Highness undeilqok to pay Jier r^ink. l^ut wtetevexmay hei the is#ue, 
Rpyal Highnesses deb^s, umqunring.tq I shaU baye the flatisfactiou of know 
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ing that this i« a Antj which f hate 
cdttscfcnHotislr uaderta^^ Had 1 
heard the slightidt hint #.^ny intend- 
ed aitangement or amelidritioft of her 
j^oyal Highness*® situation, I would 
have refrained from any agitation 
the subject i but not having received 
any intimation of the kind, I had: ho 
alternative* If in the \:onrse of my 
observations I have alludkd in strong 
terms to her Royal HigHness^s^ situa- 
tion, thoafe terms have been %raed 
from me by the strong conviction which 
I entertain of tfie unmerited hardships 
to which her Royal Higlmesa Ijas for 
a* length of time been subjected. I 
cahnot conclude, sir,yvithout assuring 
the noble lord ‘how mortified I attt, 
immediately on his return to this place,.' 
and after the warm recejption wfSich he 
has 80 deservedly experienced from the 
House and from the country, to re- 
quire his attention to a question, the 
consideration of which, I have no doubt, 
must be as painful to him as it is to the 
nation at large/* 

. Lord Casuereagh replied to the fol- 
lowing effect : 

- Sir,— I am much obliged to the, 

hon. gentleman for the kind manner'' 
in which he has expressed himself with 
respect to me and 1 feel very happy 
at the nature of the proposition which 
t|je hon- gentleman has brought for- 
ward^ however inconsistent it may be 
^th his origina:! line of proceeding, 
^(^hapl# if the, course which the hon. 

)iaS this evening taken, had 
discussions 

dn ‘tSr sdSjecfwould have been very 
desirablomd^ But certainly this 

is we have been told 

In yavliament that an extended provi- 
sidft fof her Royal Highness the Prfrf- 
iMiib^^Wales is the object Which her 
' ' have in view, 

^ and whtcntll^IntnK calculated to Set 
for ever at reat-a question whrch k had 
been mdeh betfor for* the honour and 
happiness ^ of the country* bad hCW 


been agitated; 

am disposed to confine foysell as dSst- 
ly as possible to the qiu^stibbt^ Which 
member has also him- 

self, I shall depart from that dtyi^Cdf ^ 
sideration asl^r as will be neceWaty^ta 
‘ distinguish mo«e tonics which biWe 
unfortunately been fardught forward 
i» this House— unfortunately, because 
the only tendency they can haye is to 
disturb the tranquillity ofi dk public 
.mind, and by no means to effect any 
advantage fifr the Illustrious individual 
to whom they immediately relate-^ 
Sid;^ I had almost resolvedithat I WodM 
not be provoked by any questiW thal; 
might be raised, to become a btltty to < 
a discussion on the affairs of the roynil 
family, to the regulation of wliichiiilhi^ 
functions of parliament are not com- 
petent to apply remedy# I rshorufil 
deeply deplore the situation in which 
parliament would be placed, if we were 
obliged to listen to questions With re- 
spect to the royal family^ the discus- 
sion of which, if they related to the 
humblest individual^ iu the land, would 
be Considered a gross breach of deli- 
, cacy^a^jd propriety, df there: be any 
thing which coxm deprive the, royal 
family of all those social enjoyments so 
dear to human nature in every rank 
and conditions it Vould be the, drag- 
ging forth into public vieW, under the 
pretext of the public interest, all the 
interior circumstances of their lives, 
tlie exposition of which wOuld not be 
tolerated by any private family in thte 
country.* Sir, I know that it haibeeu 
endeavoured to j[Uscify some reCeUt at-4 
tempts of this nature, on the ground 
that his majesty s ministers have nc- 
gkefoa to advise his Royal HighrieSi 
the Prince Regent to make a comm^- 
‘nication to tlk Hous^'on the sUbjifft 
to which I Mlude- But, y?r, whaifot# 
•informdtfou her Rpyaf Highue^f^tbO' 
PriheesS <jif Wfover^^nforma^ 

' the 'WOrM imve^.lbbfoihed 

throogh-fodirest' channels 
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jc,ct— wb^itever cojifidetitial communi- 
cations may have been made to forei|{n 
powers with respect to it, yet i^ver 
could any notice of such a tranjs4Aioii 
be given to parliamciitfc until in its 
progress it bad assumct^such a shape 
as would allow of its frduction to a 
formal doc*llrfient. Sir, I am particu- 
larly anxious to remove an impression 
which has been endeavoured to be 
made attempts to confound two 
transactions which are in fact wholly; 
separate. It has been insinuated, that 
the dilBculties in the way of a marriage 
deeply interesting, not less to the peo- 
ple at large than to the illustrious iur 
, dividuals more immediately concerned, 
are connected with supposed difffcul- 
tie|, arising out of the exelusibn of 
}ier Royal Higriness tJic Princess of 
Wales fronfi the court ; now this as- 
sertion is completely rebutted, by the 
fact that the negociation for the mar- 
riage was in active progress long after 
that exclusioiu It was in active pro- 
grevss so late as the 10th of June, not 
only after the declaration of exclusion, 
but after the drawing-room had been 
held, frvom which her Royal Highness 
was, excluded, and alter tim discus- 
sions iu Hie House upon the subject. 
All this h sufficient completely to dis- 
prove the suppositfon,*that between 
the circumstances which I have men- 
tioned, there exists an^f connection 
whatever. When the how, gentleman 
gave 1,18 notice of the present motion, 
I )iad no ground for supposing that 
his object was that whidi^ my miSd is 
^very nmdi relieved by finding at is, I 
had no ground for supposing that an 
increase of hrr Royal Highness the 
Princess of Wales^s pecuniary* means 
was tlie point he had^in view. Sir, 
whatever ^iiri<;ulty I might have felt 
on any oth^r ground upofi which the 
discuiasion of this |Vr:*nirig mi^ht have 
rested, I have noil; upBri this ; fci' I 
have nr reason to suppose that at tjie 
present, more than at apy preceding 


moment, it is the wish of his Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent to con- ^ 
nect tile fefefcgs wdiich arose out of 
his BCparatib'n *irom her Royal High- 
ness the Princess of Wales, with any 
disposition to create or to suffer the 
existence of embarrassments on her 
part of a pecuniary nature, which can 
with pi-Opriet^y be removed. It was 
not, therefore, to this part of the sub- 
ject that I i>nppo8ed the hoiu gentle- 
man v^ould apply himself. ' I had ap- 
prehended that he would refer to the 
letter of her Royal HTighuess, with a 
view to fo,iiDd upon it some claim of 
right, as asserted in the letter itself; 
for really as K,' any addition to her 
Royal Highness's income, the consi- 
.. deration of the letter is calculated to 
lead fik attention of the House from, 
rather than t(jJ' that circumstance* It 
is as little mentioned in the letter as it 
was (as 1 am given to understand) in 
the speech of the hon. gentleman on a 
recent occasion, and in the speeches of 
the other hon. gentlemen who took a 
part in that discussion, with the ex- 
ception of ihe hon. gentleman near the 
pillar (Mr Tierney.) 1 certainly did" 
^suppose, therefore, that the debate of 
the present evening would have taken 
any range rather than that to which 
J have had the satisfaction to find it is 
the hou. gentieman^s object exclusively 
to confine it. I certainly did expect to 
hoar asserted to-night the claim of 
Royal Highness, as ai^vanced in 
letter, to be received at the dmwing- / 
room as a matter.of righ^ , Si^ if Iji/ 
inajesty^s ministers do that it is 

their duty not to do, pi; they omit 
to do that which it is tSeir ditty do, 
there is a power in this House to cor- ’ 
rect them. From the controul of par- 
liament there is no appeal but 
discretion of pariUmejt. J^bout 
going into any mmutc "‘^rsututional " 
enquiries, the fact is, that the moment 
we cease to possess the confidence of 
parliament^ that moment our functions 
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are at end. But, sir, it distinctly a|). 
pears to that parliament and his 
rat^esty^s ministers will be^t do thfeir 
. duty to that country which we are all 
anxious to serve, by keeping within 
those limits which tht constitution pre-' 
scribes. The legitimate authority of 
parliament will never be so respected 
or respectable, as while^we abstain 
from attempting to do thaf^ which ne- 
ver can be •practically executed with- 
out our havhig first fallen into an fitter 
^misconception of our duty. Any en- 
^dcavour to regu^^te the sovereign’s 
court, — ^to deuare who sba^lj or who 
shall not be there admitted, is of that 
desoription. Any thiug so preposte- 
rous as to talk of hdr Royal High- 
ness’s ‘ right* to be admitted to her 
majesty’s drawing-room, I should fcard- 
“ ly have expected to find ^ any letter 
from her Royal HighneW, and still 
less in a letter of so grave a nature as 
that included in the correspondence to 
which the motion of the hon. gentle- 
man refers. Her majesty’s drawiiig- 
roopi is certainly the place in which we 
pay our duty to her majesty t but, ne- 
tvrthekss, it is the court of the sove- 
reign. It is called by the king’s offi- 
cers, and not by those of the queen, 
who merely attend at her majesty’s 
right hand for the purpose of introdu- 
cing the visitors. Parliament has no- 
thing to do w ith the sovereign’s court. 
- They are not the fit judges who ought 
C to<be received at that court, and who 
vught tM)t— ^ould be treated 
kindne3||^dwlu> with indifFer- 
ii^ not Ssential to the sove- 
reign that Jbg^^ould have a court at 
all. ItAli<^*sovl^ign were.compelled 
lo receive or to deny those whom his 
miniAers or parliament cho^e tliat he 
so, receive or dehy, his situa- 
tion wdiW indeed degrading- 

Fjr miseraSS^iW^cir]^*^ He* would not 
enjoy that freedom in his court to 
winch the meanest individual in the 
land was entitled in bis owil habita- 


tion. In his CQUrtV Hs in his^family, 

, the sovereign is unquestionably the 
master ohhisown regulatiouit^ and lias 
t{jp uiiSoubted right to rcceivcf lyfibrn, , 
and when, and how he , ,4;: 

♦« Sir, 1 kn^w that attempts have," 
been made to 'connect the motive^' , 
which have operated on : the mind of ' 
the# illustrious person now exercising * 
the sovereign autlmrity in this comi- ■ 
try, in the late transaction, #w^i the 
s^postjd revulsion of feeling which he 
'.fcxpertenced at*ihe time that Ihs royal 
father directed that her Royal High- 
ness^hc* Princess of Wales w^hould be 
received at court. I deny that there 
is any proof direct, or by inference, of 
such *a connection. Whatever may. 
btive been the feelings of his Royal' 
Highness which occasioned the sepa-* 
ration of the royal pair (and,! am sure 
no man more deeply laments that sepa- 
ration than myself) the fact is, that he 
had met her Royal Highness in the 
drawing-room long after the i*vent to 
which 1 have alluded. But, sir, no 
one who has observed any thing of the 
course of public events since that pe- 
uod, ^aa remain unconvinced that, 
either b}^csign or by misconduct, cir- 
cumstances have assumed a vefy diffe- 
rent complexion from that which tliey 
then ITO-c. l-leiiRo*yal Highness had 
been made the vehicle of direct insult 
on tlie character and conduct of his 
Royal Higluifss the Prince Regent, 
cxercir'ing the sovereignty of the coun- 
try. It is impossible lo disguise the 
fact, tfiat li^rsuas have been permitted 
to approtfccii her Royal Higlmr 6s who 
have been detected in a cal>al through 
the medium of the press, for the pnir* 
posO of degrading the rtjyal fauuly in 
general, and moi^ particularly of vili- 
fying the illustrious inj^idirisl at tiujt 
liead of the ttft?, and of attempting to^ 
debase hiin^tu the cyet of his fitsmly, of 
- liis'cCfuiury^ ancFfvcB of bts children.’ 

never cohld be maintained as a 
' coiitinucd the iidblc loj-d, 
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that i’psraon ought to be admitted 
iS co^ttrt who had not sufficient firm- 
. ' iiess to prevent herself from being.made 
the vehicle of the most illiberal mac^s 
against to sovereign of the country. 
It must nbt, by any n^aus, be suppo- 
sed that to» exclusion of the Princess 
^ of court rests now on the 

same grounds as it did on a £brmer«DC- 
casibp; when bis majesty was pleased 
‘ to a%dt (her agaift to court, after the 
investigation of a subject of a veryd^i^ 
ferent nature. His mhjafity^s minis- 
ters were disposed to rest the case on 
the ground of the facts which ji^ally 
cjttsted. Every man in the House and 
in the country must feel undisguised 
the misfortune , which 1 am compelled 
to admit, that from* causes which cair«- 
not now be explained, and which the 
“libuse ar^ but little likely to under- 
stand in their bearings, or to be able 
tb heal— in point of fact, the separa- 
tion is as complete and final, and as 
hopeless, with respect to remedy, as 
any transaction in human society can 
be supposed to be; I cannot, there- 
•^ fore, mippose that the difference will 
at any future period assume a different 
result ; hut I think it will iidminister 
sCme li^t to to House on the pre- 
' sent occasion, without looking minute- 
ly into the transacticn, and ’^thout 
endeavouring to come to an under- 
standing ot it in all its bearings, to 
learn the fact, that thi^view which I 
now take of this unfortunate variance, 
is that which was taketi by his majes- 
' ty. His majesty consideredit so hope- 
less a matter ever to bring the parties 
^together with any thing Uke satisfac- 
; tioh to their own fedings, that he 
i^icwed it in the light of r misfortune 
t. •^hich.had arrived t<\such a degree of 
in vaiii to think, by 
any tocussion, to puT %n end to it, 
and the only dbingthatreniainedto be 
done was now to ujatter tjowld 
be m^uaged i4 the way feast paii)f}|l to 
th^ battles Who were the obiect of it* 


Without being considered as very for- 
^lyard lU; Ijtymg before the House in- 
fotoitibu with r^pect to a transactioa 
of so painful a nature, 1 trust I shdl 
be f xcused for stating to them, that 
tom is in existence a solemn tnstru- 
signed by the parties, approved 
irf by his majesty, and to which the 
signature o| ' his majesty is adhibited, 
as well as that of the greatest part of 
the ministers of that day: This in* 
struftient provides for a dhtinct estab- 
lishment to the Princess of Wales, and 
admits the fact of the separation being 
inevitable — (Here the noble lord was 
ask^d acfbsfe the table the date of tliis 
instrument? Jble answered, 1809<) 
The king knowing all the circumstan- 
ces of this disagreement, and as the 
head'of his family, and froiahis morJ 
character, l^ng the person best quali- 
fied to fornPd judgment respecting it, 
considered the separation as so com- 
plete, that he lent his sanction, as 40- 
vereign and father, to the separation* 
The Princess of Wales accepted to 
an-angement, wliich was then ttiade^sa- 
tisfactor^to herself, and undertook to 
live on the income which was allowed 
her, without incurring any further 
debts. Without meaning to contend 
that what was a satisfactory sumat that 
period was one which ought not to be 
unsatisfactory now, or without going 
so far as to say, that if the House is 
inclined to think that a more liberal < 
allowance ought now to be made, « to ] 
the Princess of WaJoi^> ^ new.arrange^' 
ment should; npt'' be^picred/ia^feo,*, I 
trust, before Lcon*Su!}e, t slU^ tnW 
established this fact,^j^at whatever 
may be the feelings thVuP<ynce of 
Wales as to the circumstance of Jiving 
with her, he neven wished to visit on 
her the consequences of the 
ment in a pecunjagy s hape* 1809, 
when the fecIiiXgroiPS^JEoyal High- 
ness must be supposed to have been 
, warmest on this subject, he came for- 
ward hiihself to nav her debts, and 
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thds^ paid mt of his own rdebtt were conti^cd at a jieriod of 

. ^ !ncOM& % ^ waj^> I am fuHy lift whteh ' rendered theirt , extremfly 

Ouest^anable^ he devoted the «um of 
4 he^s’A Wnd, that any thing li4e lOoney fO^OOO/sattituaiiy towards the payment 
blight td be a question between'^them. of "his debts.' After ♦deducting tho 
. At the period ofl809j (for, asWiis property- tax ,^and the sum set apart 
stated by the bon. gentkmitn in eon^ for the payment of his, debts, the i^- 
sequence of the reduction of theErlnce venue of the Prince of Wafea amount- 
of Wales's income, thatiof the Prin- edb to 70,000^. ; but even before the 
ce^s of Wales had been\ reduced to addition to which I have alluded;i 
1^,000/., which, with 5,0G0/. she re- 12,000i out of that 70,00(y» im$ paid 
ceHred out of the Exchequer, m4de Jto the Princess of Wales, so taa^ the 
all 17>000^.) he found her in debt, and^/ 5,^00/. addiflonal allowed io 1809, 
that* the incom# which she received \with that 1 2fi00l.t made in all a de- 
|had iiot beeri sufficient keirpher out of 17>000/. from.thc income 

of debt. At this time hi^ Royal Aigh- of thc^Prince of Wales, reducing it to 
ness said, rather thaiv this should be 53,000/. The debts of the Princess 
thrown on the ptibliS^ he was ready to of Wales amounted to 49,000/, (they 
take on himself the payment of her «femounted in reality to 80,000/., but 
debts, and to add 5,000/. Jto Ifer in- they had been reduced to the former 
come, making it in all, 2^,000/., pro- sum in consequence of a grant from 
vided that he had any reasonable as- the droits of Admiralty,^ and the 
surance that no debt contracted by Prince took that debt on hrmself, and 
her should in future be brought for- undertook farther to set apart 10,0p(i^» 
ward against his Royal Highness.-— a-year to liquidate that debt, reducing 
Rather than bring this subject before himself to the sum of 43/)00/. of lia- 
parliament, he consented to pay her come as Prince of Wales ; and this, 
debts, and to grant an addition to her with 13,000/. which he derived from 
income to secure her from the necessi- . the dy<;hy of Cornwall, was the whole 
ty of contracting debts in future. I sum on which he was reduced to live, 
trust the House will feel the delicacy I have no doubt that the House, will 
with which the Prince of AValcs acted agree with me in thinking that be 
in thus iVitholding from parliament mad^H very tergb provision for the 
aij^ the public the discussion of this Princess of Wales, when his own in- 
j subject. At this time there was a so- come was m^ely 53,000/., in allowing 
lemn de^d prepared, assuming the se- her 27,000//' a-yes^- However the 

{ ^ration of the jparties, which gave his House may feel with ,respect to the. 
Lofamighnm.^e security of his adequacy of this incomeat the present 
an 4 ^»^fe 5 |r^}®®ty^s ministers, perimi, whether she is now Iti^rally 
that he should DC freed from future provided for or not, 1 question if ever 
debts on the proposed addition there was a husband who made grCat- 

to thrtrfwne the prince of Wales, er sacrifices for the comfortable eitab- 
Tffis addition was then accepted as lishroent of his wife than the Prince of 
sumcient. At the time I aHudfe to, Wales then did* However the conduct^ 
iftk^hiPrinGe of Wales had an income of of his Royan^ighnesa^ay^e tortu- 
deducting*the red, and wWStever unfavourable 
*pr6ptrtf^t^^Smomkd to 108, OOO/* structiony mav bepmt on it, I defy 
From the»K and ddicate regard of anjr'perao^ to ®y that he ever betray^ 
his Rbyailp^hness to the interests of ed^ny thing t>T a vindictive^naturc to* 
his although many of his wards her, or the smallest with to io-» 
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terfere i/idi her social comforts. On would be apparent— when justice 
tfjc contrary, he made sacrifices which would be done to the s^ntinieuU of 
BO other liusband in the land, had he hia Royal Highness— and when 
been brought before parliament, wou|4 with propriety, call on the par-^ 

have been called on to make,. So- far ties td say, if money was their object, 
from the existence of jthe colour of whether it had ever been refused ? 
mind which has been hdsch^ attributed and when ,we might assert, that there 
to bis Royal Highness, if he could never was a feeling in his Royal High- 
have possibly incieased her incojne ness's mind to make the crown an in- 
without being supposed to be truck- stniment fcjfr placing the Princess of 
ling jhe base ^ittacks which were Wales in atruncomfor table and embar- 
continually made on him, he would ^r^ssed situation. 

have waited for the sug^^cstioii of ^U3 Sir, it is with the greatest struggle 

ministers, had she disentangled hcr-r^’f ttiind that I have beep able to bring 
self from tlje base cabal by wlioi^*V« myself to^ trespass so long on the at- 
was surrounded. With the greatest tentidn oPttie House. But if there -is 
sAtisfaction he would have entered in- any regard in the House for the fami- 
to the feeling of her wants hiirfself, ly which brougVft liberty wdth it into 
and not have differed his family to bc% tliis country, and preserved it amidst 
dragged, as it has been, before the pub- all th«w struggles which have rent and 
lie. His Royal Highness has not made torn so many bther parts of the world, 
the addition hitherto, and the House they will not lend themselves to an at- 
will see why he did not. He was not tempt to degrade that family in the 
disposed to perform an act of indul- eyes of the nation, and sufter their 
gence till he had performed an act of names to be bandied about in a way- 
justice, or to give that to the Princess which would not be tolerated in the 
pf Wales which her creditors had a case of the meanest family in the coun- 
title to enjoy. Till the month of Janu- try. Wi^b respect to the hon. mem- 
ary in tins present year, the U)^000/. ber's suggestion, I have no objection 
annually has been applied m extin- to meet any proposal which may be 
guishing the 49 , 0004 , and his Royal hereafter made on tlic part of the 
Highness considered that her oredi- Princess of Wales ; but I must object 
tors had a claim od him for th'^c^V.n>. to the present motion, as being so 
I have not seen, till the present day, little calculated to lead to the object 
any moment when his Royal High- which the hon. member professes to 
ness could, with propriety, lend him- have in view, because I am satisfied 
self to any object of a pecuniary na- that nothing advantageous could giW 
ture, which the Princess of Wales out of it, and that, piv the contrary, 
might have had in view — gnd Ivhen it would be the irfSans of introducing 
that object was masked and .covered those circumstances degracpTiW 
by attacks against the Prince Regent, which we all lament sh ou ld ever have 
And, in my opinion, his Royal HigH- been brought before the 

.ne$&*8 ministers would have disgraced country. It is impossible, therefore, 
him, had they advised J;iim to listen, to that on the part of the orown I »h(^dd 
'“any questivvK,t;^ a money nature when ever^give my consent to a 
his honour was a^tackea^ It was our so Mttle expected ^ tha t of j he hon. 
duty to brave all these attacks 5 but in gentleman, and with' 

a country like Great a c6‘im- the shape he now g^v^lBL the ques- 

try of truth and justic#.«^we felt tjiat tion. But if it is the parlia- 

a moment must come when the truth ment that the of the 
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Princess of Wales should be placed on establishment. But the object of the 
./I fo^tirj g more agreeable^ to her feeb . noble lord '^vas the same, provided it 
‘ ingsT^^ suitable to her rank, and if could .be done in a manner respectful 
, this question shall be separated from t# the Princess of Wales, It was pro^ 
those circumstances under which it per'that the Briuerss o^Wales should 
^ has hitherto been veiled, 1 have no he- be supported by parliament, provided 
aitatiott in saying, that I shall, on a for by parliament^ but not in such a 
future day, be enabled’ to give that manner as to give her a victory over 
consent which is necessary on the part hef husband. As the noble lord had 
of the crown to give effect toi the in view the same object, not perhaps 
wishes of fhe House. Ingoing /this, as the Princess of Wales h^, as 
the^'House will, I have no doubt( fc^, tli)? p^dijunen^ ought to have, he was 
, that they aie doing little more thami gla^ to^|||de to liis suggestion,, arid 
his Royal PligluTess has already dope^to suffer the motion of the hou. gen- 
'piit of bi« limited the ite-.KWt to be withdrawn ;*because if 

lc«lirigs of reluctance ^iwards the the h?n. ^ gentleman persisted in his 
Princess of V/aies must have been in motipn, and failed, he would injure 
full force, a.^Kl tIjTi if ftie arrangement, the cause he espoused ; and if he euq* 
wliich may Ijc here.-ftr^' given, has not deeded, he w^oiild do no more than the 
taken place earlu.r, it is ijjsert^jr be- ministers consented to do. The dis-, 
cause those who conceived themselves, pute was about the mannet*, arid the 
' or pretended to be, the friends of the manner of the hou, gentleman would 
Princess of Wales, advised her to fail, while that of the noble lord would 
claim that arrangement on grounds succeed ; , He could not, therefore, 
v^hich were not tenable, or because but prefer the manner of the noble' 
they had other ( bjecta in view j and lord. The case was this : papers liaa 
tha'. it is only now, v;heu jthey weie been communicated to the Speaker, 
pleased to be more candid, after doing and by him to the House, containing 
irreparable mischief, by unnccessaiily <i cor»?^andence, which staled that 
agitating the feelings of his Royal the Prince of Wales would not enter 
Highness and the country, tliat such any company where his wife should 
a propchsal could with any propriety be. did thi^ prove An cn- 

be listened to. On these grounds, I tire separation tn mind ; as what had 
must resist the present motion, but, as been said by the no^ lord, proved a 
1 nave already stated, I shall, on a fu- complete separa^ffoy instrument be- 
ture day, be authonsed to give the tween the Prince of Wales and his 
ccWisent of the crown to such reason- wire.^By parliament, what course - 
able addition ^/Jhe income of the was t(| be taken, if they wxre to enter 
shall seem to into the quarrel? (which certainly 
^ie sense of parliament,” should never be done but in the last 

Mr GralJi^t^said, *< that he appro- instance.) To attempt to oblige his 
' ved of^jW^bject of the motion of the Royal Highness to take back his wife 
Imn, gentleman, because that object W'orild be uSjustifiable-— to interfere to 
was,* by an exertion of the ordinary procure her adnfission to tlje^ueeiP$*» 
of the Houiic, practically t(w*c- drawing-room^ was ^v^|^BvvtT which 
pel the\yiuninie^ tljgjwn on her Royal it might be aombted^'hellicr 6r no it 
highness iKe'^^riiiceTs of Wales. This was withh^the povificcof tiie House ; 
object was to be^^ffected, not by re- to exert, itd:)eip,g a matter not strictly 
storing her to her dignities^ but by politocal, but comparatively triviab 
increasjngtlunneansof maintainingher How, then, could the iloVlsc act, but 
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by pfovidnig for tht }ady*-4>y decla- 
ring, that as she was ttot adqiitted to 
share in the estaWiahtnent of her hus- 
band, partiament would gire her ore 
of her own i This he thought the best 
possible way of proceeding for the in- 
terest .of the wife, the feelings of the 
husband, and the dignity of the House/' 
Lord Castlereagh said, ** that,** as 
he found the sense of the House to be 
in faV|^>urQf an addition to the revenue 
of the Princess of Wales, ^^pgh^ie 
had no positive instructiolHPon the 
subject, yet from his geniraf knoW 
ledge of the sentiments of the 
Regent, he felt himself justifiifiS in gi- 
ving his consent to any measure^ that 
had in view to eiFectiiate that object/* 
Mr Methuen accordingly withdue^ 
bis motion once more. 

On the'4th of July, Lord Castle- 
reagh, after some unimportant discus- 
sion as to the matter of form, moved, 
in a committee upon the documents 
referred by the Princess of Wales to 
the House, « that it is the opinion of 
the committee that his Majesty be en- 
abled to grant the annual sum of 
£(),000h out of the conplida*rd fund* 
of Great Britain, for the maintenance 
of her Royal Highness the Princess 
of Wales/^ In sj^pport of t]^ pro- 
position Lord Castlereagh’ 'obSffvcd, 
it is my wish,^efore 1 proceed fur- 
ther into the subjoifCi^to correct some 
misapprehensions as to lEhe nature aud 
extent of the income of the Princess 
of Wales, which have gone abroad at 
various periods, but which do not vary 
the result. An hon. membeV has re- 
peated the statement made by an hon. 
gentleman (Mr Methuen) on a former 
night, that previous to the ‘year 1800, 
the income of the Pi^ncess of Wales 
W’‘a« 17»S(feT?><^besidcfi <Jie 5,0001. for 
her privy purie,^'oaid oiit of the Ex- 
chequer. If 1 atrif coirpctly informed, 
drawing my intelligent tiirougfi the 
most authentic channels, the Princess 
of Wales, previous to the year 18{X>, 


had ftp Irxed annual inedme, and that 
after that year ISf'jOOOl.^wrr?, „ 

While her Royal Highness cimtihuedi, 
to resident Carlton Houses her fixed 
iheome was only 5,0001. allowed by 
aet' of parliament^ her otht^r expences. 
beit^g paid out of the general fund for 
domestic charges, as the hills of the 
Prince of Whies. It is entirely a mis-* 
tako^to suppose, that upon any occa- 
sion^ spoke of a formal deed of sepa- 
j^tiok: That which amounted to the 
same thing was signed in iHOO, Which 
first established a fixS&d income for the 
PriqcesM^f 

that the Tfi^ccss of Wales was alknv- 
ed iiOjOOOl. beWe she quitted Carlton 
House ; but it is* true, that oii leaving 
it 1‘4(X)0L a-year was granted, not as 
auy dcdivMiou, but as a new arrange- 
ment, aud a fixed income* J must 
repeat, what 1 said upon a former 
night, that, considering the existing 
circumstances of his Royal Highness, 
this allowance was as liberal or moi*^ 
liberal than any individual so situated 
would have given ; it exceeded one 
quarter of his whole income. I will 
not enter now into any argument* re- 
specting extravagancies on either side, 
but on the part ol the Prince of* Wales, 

I do maintain, that he acted iu this 
engagement with the same liberality 
that has ever marked his conduct .to- 
wards the Princess of Wales. He 
took upon himself, in 1809, the pay- 
ment of 49,0001,, the^debt of his wife, 
wdio lived in a stajis^-otljeparaftion, and 
rather than aUov/hej^,p:^itors 
ftT, he put liimself to great pqrionaC 
inconvenience. With ^ * ^ pect to the 
amount of **the debts "SF^KtS^^rinecas 
of Wales, the hon. member and thp 
House will sec that if the sutA of 
49,000h, paid in 1809, biJ divideiLia.- 
to an annual 

and the separation in loTO/ it 'will ap- 
peal that the amuial income of the 
Priuccss of Wales ivas more than 
Ij^iOOOh per annum, 'This was ex- 
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clusW# of the ettim p|tid out of the 
drmts 'of AdwrfJf^y® wwotiog, to 
SSiOTt ISjOOOl. re- 

dootioo® haweVer, of the fri^m of 
Wales's kcomej from 1800 to 1809* 
wes. ^J2*000h per %-^Qum, It now 
camV'tA the que$t)o\what addition 
it was nt to make to the revenue of 
the Princess of Wale$» hnd what sum 
it was expedient for ps^liament to 
grant? * * 1 

^ At the time the arrangement was 
made in 18()9, it was intended to ftf 
final and binding upon the parties wbo^ 
-treated, as in a state of absolute and 
cjmiplete separation^ Jifowever* con- 
cmsive it might be*upi5n them, it does 
not, however, '■Jprfeclude parliament 
frpm interfering to enable the Prin- 
cess of Wales t#maintaiii aj^csWiblirfh- 
ment more suited to he * station in the 
country* The measure which, under 
all the circumstances, I think most 
desirable, is to nut the income of 
the Princess of Wales to that point 
to which it would be raised in the 
cv,ent of the demise of the Prince Re- 
gent ; for, without entering into legal 
details as to the nature of the separa- 
tion, it is universally known to be as 
complete, in fact, as any separation 
which can take place between tv\o 
persons. As, therefore, the Princess 
of Wales cannot be in the enjoyment 
of those advantages which, if both 
these illustrious persons lived toge- 
tlicr, she would receive, and as it is 
npt within- Vince of parliament 
to investigatjg^the t'^mses of these dif* 
nor consistent with the inte- 
''resPor dignity of the royal family that 
any respecting* their diffe- 

rences should be entertained in this 
H(tuse-«^ 2 t seems consistent with jus* 
^lice that her Royal Highness should 
be ph^ce^ in the same situation pending 
•this sepifibdn, in'* which &he would 
stand in the evm of another calamity. 
By the propqmion which I shall suD- 
mit loathe committee, the' income of 


her Koj^al Higtineia will thA he mi- 
sted toja net 3xio5fft-vrf $Q0)OK ]^er 
annutp* manner in which I wWi 
^ propel this income to be pafhble^ 
is, 'that the vjhole cba*»ge of it should 
rest ou the consolidated fund, instead 
of being in part' issued from the iO# 
come of the Prince Regent, and in 
part from the Exchequer, a$ is tlie 
case at present ; and that the ^public 
shall be indemnified to the «m^nt of 
t^e sum which is at present ^id to 
tli« Piincess W Wales, out of the ior 
come of the Prince Regenti 

to thenatureof thearrai^gemefit 
formal/ made between the Prince of 
WaJ«s and the Princess, the object 
was, that his Royal Highness should 
4iot be, subsequently to the signiug of 
that paper, liable to the debts con** 
tracted by the Princess. • It is true 
that it was only ou the gen^erosity of 
his Royal Highness that the creditors 
of the Princess had any claim | as they 
had not comphed with the rults of the 
law enacted for the reguUiioh of the 
Prince of Wales*s income, in which it 
was enacted, * lliat unless all debts 
* were ^wen in within three months af- 
ter the/ had been contracted, they 
should not be re-claimable/ Thus^it 
was to the generosity of his Royal 
thft tfie crcditois of the 
Princess of Wales were indebted for 
the payment* been alluded 

to, and not t6 any want, on the part 
of his Royal Highness, of legal pro- 
tection. But his Royal Highness was 
not secure against being liable to the 
future debts of the Princess* as he 
might at any time have been obliged 
to pay any debt contracted by the 
Princess, if her creditors bad taken the 
trouble to givw in iheir claims to th« 
Prince within ^he stat*>dHttf!hVT It may 
be doubted/ind^d/whether it would 
not have.been a sufecient bar to the 
recovery from Tne Prince of all debts 
contracted by* the Princess of Wales, 
that the two zilustnous persons 
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notpripus'l V- in a state tof sep5|]:ation, been lately incurred by ber Royal 
and that her RoyatTiighness/had a .Highness to call for the j??ter%rcjice 
separate allowance as9igf»ed for her of parliameiit!' Another'^object of the 
If in such a case, indcft me^Mfure f shall propose is, to protect 
pendenlly of. all deeds yf separation, the rrince Regent fr6m the payment 
the creditors of the wjfe coifid not of nuy debts which may in future- be 
recover, hforiimi with a deed of sepa- . contracted by tlife Princess of JSV liles,’ 
ration they could not have any claim- as her Royal Highness will now have a 
But it was the peculiar situation <af distinctseparafe incomechargedon the 
the jPi4nce of Wales at that time, that, consolidated. fund- I wi^h to propose 
for th^purpo^c of m$ticc to his actual that l^e net ‘annual $|j|p of 50,000/. j>e 
crediuvrs, the parliament had taken granted to the FrinC^^s of Wales, 4Sifd 
away from him the ability of i«currii4r‘ tj?at the 5,000/. per annum, and the 
debts, and from entering into any / 1 7,000/ per annum, Which she at -pre 
deed which etnight aifect bis inej^^/ sent enjew^, be withheld from the* 
It was thus that his Royal Highness Piince R%e^j?s income.^* 
required the protection of the law Although ulfe Hojiire of Commons 
more than any other subject, and it had thuscHpressi^d'it^rcadinessto pro* 
was to this purpose that tlie paper*^. vide in a very handsome manner for the 
which has been presented to the blouse establiskm^^^it of the P8ncess of Wales, 
drawn jip, and his majesty's sig- yet this illiistVions person declined to 
nature affixed, not only as a proof of proiit by a disposition so liberal ^ and, 
the separation ofthe illustrious parties, in a letter to the Speaker, exprcfjsed 
and the separate maintenance, but that her wish that 35 in place of 50,0001. 
there was not only the separation de per annum should be granted her. 

but such an improbability, or The ministers of the crown were thus 
rather impossibility, that a termination placed in an awkward situation, the 
of this separation should take place, larger grant having been proposed by 
that his majesty wa<^ induced jp lend , them. Lord Castlereagh accordingly, 
bis sanction to the deed of Arrange- when tlie report of the committee was 
ment- From motives of delicacy, his brought up, “ rose to call the atten- 
Royal Highness had, at the same time, tion of the House to the letter to the 
iindertakcn to pay tlie debt^prf«b:>u8- chair from her Royal Highness the 
ly contracted by, the' Princess^ with Princess of Wales, in which she was 
the assurance on of his ina- pleased to intimate to the Hou.se, that 

jesty, conveyed in the^>er which has it would be mof Satisfactory to her if 
been mentioned, that in future cases, the vote of the commiitce of 50,0001% 
if any such occurred, ho should w as reduced to It 

lov^xd fo seek, protectiou fre^u parlia- certainly his»dut y^ta^ c onform to* 
ment. , • whatever was most acceptable 

** As to the nature of the regula- Royal Highness- He merely wbhed 
tions of the measure, it will be uime- at present tOcState whatf^verd’*«>k& con* 
cessary for me to detail them. minutely, i^iderations which had induenced his 
pntill the bill it n(‘lf shap be submitted conduct on this occasion. He siioCild 
to tlie ion of parlianieut. It not have thought of submitting th^ 

will not be .^dvi^able^t place her propersition whiclj^he made to the 
Royal Highnesa tLoIr the s^me disa- House* if he hadrnot pV^Wfi^sly ap* ' 
bihty in ivinch the , f arli^neut has prised her Royal Highness of the mea- 
thoughl fit to place tlW Priiicess.^of sure which he had in ceutern plat ion. 

Walt’?, because, in fact, no debt has On the cylming of the day. 9 ! 3 , wiuctn 

..... 
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he had ^aid the papers coiinected with 
.thi.** ,^tibject before the Hopse> k* made 
a communicatio^j to her Kbyal High- 
ness of these papers, and of the cernrae 
proceeding which he meant to fol- 
low. ; He was honotired with a redly 
from her iRoyal Highol^s, stating her 
w”jingnes8 to accept th<^rant o&red 
•her, because it was not clogged with 
any conditions derogatory to her rights 
or kr honour, and was an act of 
^race* or favour *011 the part of tha 
^rown, but one of mere right and jus- ■ 
tice. * Thus he haS had every reason to 
consider this provision as halving ^een 
accepted by her Roya^" tiighness, 
beings as ^;«he was pleased to state it, 
not an act of gracb or favour, but of 
justice. Oil the evening when the 
vote took place, he inforq^ed4«il^that 
in a day or two he hoped to be able to 
lay the bill before her, and that no re- 
gulations should be inserted in it of a 
nature differing in any degree from the 
regulations in the resolution of the 
committee, and that as she was pos- 
sessed of those regnlatiofH, she could 
judge whether they were not in every 
respect conformable to her wishes. 
He afterwards transmitted to her 
Royal Highness a copy of the bill, 
framed in conformity with the actual 
vote which had taken place. He had 
been honoured with a reply, in which 
her Koyal Highness still, intimated that 
she accepted of the provision, and 
agitn stated that ^he considered it not 
in the liglfirtjf*'^>ct of grace or fa- 
irouji^ but an a#;t^ of "Justice. Now, 
wanted at present was to be 
assort of wh^t per Royal Highness’s 
wishes reaiSty were ; bea||||e, if this 
renunciation of part of th*W voted 
to he/ was the spontaneous wish of her 
P-^yal Highness, he would feel him- 
lelf preclftlted* bn si principle of pub- 
lic duty, frirm voting any part of the 
public money subject who was 
lot inclined t^«^ceive it. He must 
con ceive , tfeat the letter to the chair - 


viras ndoire conej^usiye^on tll^ 8hibjei;t 
than tie one^ to himiSif j ' because, 
while the Wiet he had received was 
cauched tn general terms, thb other 
was'specihe. In foUowtng his presehi 
intention, therefore, he conceived him-/ 
self to be acting in t!ie spirit of her 
Royal Highness’s wishes on the sub- 
jeer, If parliament, however, thought ' 
proper .on this occasion to relays and 
to agree to the diminution of vrhat it 
had voted as ap act of justice, hi ho- 
ped ‘that no persons would be allow- 
ed, on that account, at any futUrAoe- 
ndd, ^ revive in that discu^-. 

sions connected with the royal family 
— diapussions which' were painful to 
every person in the country who felt 
if^proper respect for the royal dignityi 
and could not be sufficiently depOiw 
by every person in the House, If they 
now receded from what they were 
pleased to vote to Her Royal Highnei^s 
ai an act of justice, he hoped ihby 
would not again hear the queatibn 6( 
an act of justice Vevivei}^ He triiated 
it would now be considered that every 
disposition had been shevyn to make 
every as? ^ngement in this case Consist- 
ent with lier Royal Highness’s cofti- 
fort; and that parliament would be 
relieved ftogj all futpye application bti ^ 
her behalt. If there were any indivi- 
dual who could give tfte House fuller 
information of*h''.* Royal Highnesses 
sentiments, he could wish him to lay 
such information before them? He 
understood the Ifettcr to the chair came 
by the hands of an hon* gentleman op- 
posite. Both letters, that to himself, 
and the one to the chair, were of the 
same date, the 5th instaiit j but the 
former bein^more general, he should 
feel no hesitation^ if he received the - 
assurance of thehon. ge«7s,tle"marM>ppo,- 
site, that- in scf "^doing Scf was fulfillmgf 
the wishes of her^oyal Highness^ in 
moving, tharthe vote of 50,0001. a- 
year to the Princess of Wales bc redu- 
ced to 35,0001/* 

' ik,i 
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^ M** ^STfakbmdj^Mv ht). had to keral ■ Whett the nob!e lord «ent, 

l5^0^ODte;Wd t!ie blll^ a ^written anjwrer 

an iaterptetati^tt on t!lEls;^co«4iJfct ot 4so to him, ^intimating aUo a <' 

g«^i Wa friend#, aslf they hitd general a^uieacen^ in the measutei.-' 
been the aghaitors of the qoedtions in This letter wa# also written by her 
that Hoaiie i^egarditig the Princess rf Royal Highneas^ithout any adviser*,^, 
Wakl^ : This was a construction, ^ After that, ^ had no hjjJiitStion in 
justice of whieh he for one would ak saying, that when he was corraidted on 
ways atrenuouily deny. The nible the subject oy her Royal Highnesis, , 
lorn .had correctly enough stated the lie st^tea to her that the sum was dis-, 
thorny unfeation which had taken place approved of by him> as Being larger ^ 
between her Royal Highness and him* ^/han circumstances* required — largely . 

When the noble lord, on ‘pre- Xthan what he could consent to votej 
f^cniling the papers relating to for,^and larger thab what he thought^ 

.ll%al Highness to the Housiiyflilvas the^ noble ^d ought to have propo^ 
tot asked, if he had made afly corn- sed. flerwoyal Highness did^^hefn 
m^uuication^ of those papers aim /if his say that she agpfqj^d of the pro|>osi^ 
intentions, the noble lord answered tion of the nobfe Icmi, but the amount 
that measures had been taken for mb- of the sum had never entered into her 
Idllg that communication. The noble constd^^stioji ; she then wrote the let- 
loro did communicate the papers, and ter to the efiair in her own hand. He\. 
in .^ letter to her Royal Highness thought that the sum of 35,000L 

her that he had made a year was amply sufficient for her situ- 
siJp^l^ijilcatiori of them 10 the House, ation at this time, till the period should 
i.aud tnit, it was his intention on a fu- arrive, fixed by act of parliament, at 
turje day to mi^ye an iiugmentation of which she would have to receive 
ber allowance. To this letter her 50,0001. a-year. Her RovAl Highness 
Royal Highness returned au answer therefore gratefully and inankfullyac- 
witb^ut any advice from i^itelf, or cepted of the 35,0001. a- year as fully 
aWMpersbn.with whom he was in the sufficient for all her purposes. How- 
:fe!dbit of ^ting* - He would repeat ever painful any discussions on the sub- 
pait j|f, the w Ills lordship^s ject of her Royal Highness, or any 

first Mttef* After stihing thaOie had member of the royal family be, all he 
madethiievcrtfegto the Houseacom- could say was, that whether the al« 
munic^tibh of ij^^ument relating lowance shoul^^ be 50,0001. or 35,0001.'^* 
theaepatation in isOOiheacquaint* a-year, things were preCisehjr in the' 
ed her thab tliose papera had been re- same situation in ev^y respect. There 
ferred to a committee of whole was not aitertmjusd^ ‘tkie^friends^^ 
House, in whkh it was his intention to the Princess of^^g^esaheBligh t^ i d ^ 
.ttmve that her , allowance ^should be that she was leSs in need of the ppoti^- 
augmented to 50,0001 per annum, tlonofthe House, by jBBdring^iOOdhj 
He thought he Was co^cti tben, in a^yescr tSl|||bT recciviirg (5My SdjOOOK* 
feis .assertion, that the h6lble lord ^d Her RoPI Highness bad accepted^ 
made any communication to her thfe pirdvision^on^tbe condition that it 
lloydnSdlgh^ tilh^fter the stale- wol n<i»t'deirog^ory' to her honour ; aod' 
ment in that ^rhe noble lord 'whetlW the ahotrld ly 50.0001. or 

bad comAuilicaljd^^prreOtly sub* S5^W>L,fthe hSSrndtth^ighest idfca/^ 
-etanee of her'^''l6byS'H>%hoes/a first', that the «differettC8;.€rf‘tW .sum made 
v“l)^t«r ^ the consi^ntihfed ^cepta^^ iii in that respect the\sHghtest diffe- 
Ifelt letter were t«fniessod in very ge- .rence ia'her sititatbn# He^ould have 
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voted against the 5^0001* because he 
thought" t:hat $unv iflipr^er, and he 
would 4:^w yotfe fpr tlie 35>00(>h» be- 
cause W consi<Jbred it what the cir^ 
pumatati^a of hex^iloyal Highness re- 

Lof A Castlereagh saH, that he 
should not* have propose^ the grant of 
l?0,(XK)L, had he been informed that it 
was the wish of the Princess of Wales 
that the sUm should not Ife consider- 
able, Vbut from J:,W tiote of her Roya^ 
Highness he naturally impliefl directly"’’ 
the reverse. It Vas imposil^ible that 
E»he could think, at . the time be enm^ 
m\ui,icated the intended pr^jposal, that 
the'vote had already b^en passed for 
a sum, the whok’^of which, he ima- 
ined, was in justice due to her* The 
on* member had fairly that 

he had been the adviser of lier Royal 
Highness, but he (Lord Castlereagh) 
should be sorry to find hereafter that 
the council given had i^vduced the 
Princess of Wades to adopt a different 
line of conduct from that which her 
real, feelings dictated. The design of 
the House was to give a liberal income,, 
hut if the Princess of Wales had now 
finally receded^ on consultation, from 
what his lordship had first understood 
to be spontaneous and uncontrolled de- 
sire, he should most cheerfully accom* 
modate the resolution to her wishes, 
by^ltering the vote to 35,0001. The 
same amendment must^^ilso be made in 
th^ bill. The determination of par- 
liament vmiM I ail doubtedly, make a 
beneficial change in tlic circumstances 
Royal Highness; instead of 
bem^dependent upon the voluntary 
provision imade by tlie Prince Regent, 
her income would, by right, be deri- 
ved from the consolidated fund, and 
that sum must, jpro tanto^ form a part 

Ahe immmt sbo vrould receive in case 
of the deatff of the illustrious indivi- 
dual now placed ^ the head of public 

After in Which Mr 


Whitbread and^ others^ tvto bad 
vised the Princess of^Wales during 
these qnfortvfeatc proceedings, etidea** 
vf ured to»vindicate their conduct, the 
question was put, and «n the sugges# 
tion of Lord Castlereagh, the amend* 
meat of 35, instead of 50,0001. 
annum, was introduced. A bill was 
ordered to be brought in to carry tlie 
resolution into effect. 

Upon the Hth July, when the or- 
der of the day for the second feadW of 
the bill was moved, Mr Tierney |aidf 
that he felt it necessary to trrltj^ble 
U'.y House with a few observatiB^SMu 
u^on feis mcaoutc ; but he begged to 
premise his remarks by stating, tliat 
m ofi’ering them he did not act either 
with the knowledge of the Princess of 
Wales, or after consulting with auy 
of the gentlemen who had been accus- 
tomed 10 advise her Royal Highness. 
His observations proceeded intimlf 
from his own view of the subject. He 
was much surprised at the enactment* 
of the bill before tbe House ; the pre*- 
amble stated, that it was to enable hia 
Majesty to settle an annuity upon the 
Priuceft^o of W ales. I n .framing it, ^he 
noble lord was authorised to go *no 
further tlian he was warranted by the 
terms of th| resolution the House# 
augmehiKfg thtfincom/of the princes*^ 
of Wales ; but the wfole of this mea- 
sure, two clau&s ^^.tepted, related en- 
tirely to transactions of the year 1800^ 
regarding the arrangetnent then made. 
betw€.|n the Prince and Princess 6( 
Wales. What relation they had to 
the present bill he could not under- 
stand.. The bill, among other things, 
recited, that the Prince Regent was 
not in f^wturfc to be liable to any of the 
debts of the Princesa of Wales. Whe-.. 
ther a provision declark.g ***tffat hia 
Royal High*#l:88 waj ’ under no legal 
obhgatian ao. tnose debt$|f WH 
sonnd law, was not competent to 
decide ; butiydid seem as if the great- 
er part df""* bceu devised ia 
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order to prevent any pliability on the 
part of the Prfhce Regent. Tfic main 
objection he had to it viW that the 
bill dealt most unfairly by her R oy%l 
Highness, and perverted to the most 
invidious purposes the arnuigcment of 
1809* One of the papers brought 
down by the noble lord purported to 
be an agreement between the Prifice 
and Princess of Wales, It appeared 
thatj^in 1809f tlfe creditors of the 
Princess of Wales repr,f;acnted to Mr 
Perceval and the Duke of Portland, ^ 
that^ier Royal PJighness was indebtetP 
‘«t<^ them in 'the sum of 49,0001.^' 
circumstance Mr Perceval stated to 
the Prince Regent, who took /upon 
himself the payment of that sum. In 
order, however, to guard himself against 
future demands, he proposed to obtain 
the sanctioh of an act of parliament, or 
of an order in council to the same ef- 
fect. Of the last, he was informed 
that it was not customary to make 
such a use j and to the first, it was 
not then convenient to resort, since it 
was not deemed expedient to come to 
parliament at that time. The House 
would bear this circumstanc^xjka- mind; 
because it was the duty of the noble 
lord to shew why it was now more ex- 
pedient and fit^to resort 
than at the former penod. What he 
contended was, nothing new had 
occurred to ju8ti^^t!hslj a proceeding* 
Since the Prince Regent could be pro- 
vided with neither of these safe-guards, 
a paper was signed by the'^rties, 
which augmented the income of the 
Princess of Wales 5000 L, 'and was 
deemed, under the sanction of his Ma- 
jesty, adequate to the purpose, which 
was given in another document, laid 
«pon tjjgj^le. Heathen read to the 
House ani^rsi^ from^^iis last docu- 
ment, stating tl^pt suclwa guarantee 
was extremely reasoi^ble, "and provi- 
ding, that if the Prince!^ of Wales 
should again be found t^iave incurred 
debts, application immedi- 


ately made to parliament, praying that 
an act migljt be* passejd to indemnify, 
the Prince Regent frpm the payment 
of those debts. Now, he would ask 
what had happcneci since 1809, that 
could subject ike Princess to the^pro- 
visions of thc/present bill appli- 

cation, it ap^ieared, was to have been 
made to parliament for any enactment 
to secure the Prince of Wailes from 
debts contracted by the Princess^ un- 
less she exceeded tlfe%inc*ome settled" 
her, or contracted debts which. she 
had refused to disefiarge. Had this 
happened So far fi orn it, the Princess 
of Wales discharged, out ofvjicr 
income, a debt o\"^^8G00l. due at the 
time of the agreement. And was it 
not hard, that, at the time when the 
Houj^cT .*"8 professing to do an act of 
liberality, they should mislead the’eoun- 
try into a belief, that tliey were obliged' 
to provide some security for the Prince 
of Wales against the debts of the 
Princess, because her wokI or signa- 
ture w^as not sufficient ? And tliis while, 
instead of asking for money, the Piin- 
cess had been the first of the royal 
family who had refused money I The 
noble lord seemed to treat this matter 
with great levity ; but the paper, w4ich 
was before the House, w'^as drawn up 
only because his Majesty would not 
consent to bring the Princess before 
parliament in 1809; wliile now she was" 
brought before parliament as a person' 
who had violated her word. Pie had 
thus stated his opiRk«i-tiii‘'CAc second 
reading, with t4Ie intention to g afur^ 
therinto the subject in the 
What he at present to 'ask ot j 

the noble lerd was, Did he say that theJ 
Princess of Wales had departed frorn^ 
the agreement of 1809 ? Did he bring 
her 'before parlii^ment as a person who 
had exceeded her income^ 
head, the noble lord could give him sa*- 
tisfaction,— if the rioUl e lord could prove 
that the^ Princess hadK^cver exceed- 
ed her income since the agt'^gpe^ of 
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1809, — should give him no further 
trouble/' i 

Lord Castkreagh said, that he 
had, on a forinitf night, distinctly dis- 
claimed any belVf that the Princess 
1^1 incurred ariyfa^bts ; and, on that 
he liad not thought it neces- 
sary to jfut her Royal l^ighness’s pro- 
posed income under the regulations 
to which the income of some other 
branches of the royal famtly had been 
placed* It^wa^for reasons, perfectly 
distinct, that 'lie had proposed the bfrl 
as It stood. It was said, that the title 
.covered nothing but a grant of money 
Jo. the Princess, and thar the resolu- 
tibns of the committee only to this 
extent. But he contended, that it was 
naturally open to parliament, m grant- 
ing any money, to accornparpjU^U with 
any regulations which th(?y might think 
fit. As to the title merely, it would 
be open to the right hon. gentleman 
in the committee to propose an amend- 
ment. It had been said, that the pa- 
pers, which had been laid before the 
House, had nothing to do with the 
grant to the Princess. He apprehend- 
ed that they had most materially to do 
with the grant ; for it would have 
been a reasonable ground of complaint, 
if the House had not been informed of 


the incompctency of the Princess's in- 
come, before any addition to it was 
«5P^poscd. It was also most proper, on 
account of the other provisions in the 
bill, to know what income the Princess 
derived tBtttB»jJl6^Prince of Wales. As 
to the agreement 0^1809, the only 
lajjtive why it had not, at that time, 
iJeenr»thought fit to come to parlia- 
ment, (though a piirliameptary enact- 


ment, even then, was thought the only 
measure which would be perfectly sa- 
tisfactory,) was, that it was detyued 
u ut v 'tf^irbould be avoided, 
^hat the concerns of the royal family 
should not at aRbe entered into by 
parliament, as the Prince of 

> OL. XiJ5*f*TART I. 


Wales, at that time, had fouftd means 
to pay the debts contracted by the 
Princefes, ancJ to increase her income, 
^n apph(;?ation of the kind was unne- 
cessary. The right l>on. gentleman 
had said, that the paper stated that 
the Prince of Wales was not liable to 
the debts of the Princess. As a gene- 
raj principle, the contrary was stated 
in the papers ; but, for the debts to 
the amount of 40/)001. at* that time 
owing by the Princess, it waJi true, 
th^it he was •not liable, becauSp the 
creditors had not complied witli the 
regulations of the act of p^rliameTO^j^ 
specAfig the Prince's revenue. But as 
the, Prince was prospectively liable, 
it Was then thought proper that he 
should be secured against any fresh 
debts. But, it was said by the right 
hon. gentleman, why make^a provision 
of that kind at present, but to thraw 
a reflection on the Princess ? The ob- 
vious answer was, that by the bill be- 
fore the House a total change was ef- 
fected in the Princess of Wales’s in- 
come. The income of the Princess, 
or any part of it, was not now at the 
,discreupn of the Prince Regent ; but 
it had be^n thought proper to give* the 
whole income out of the consolidated 
fund, and to take from the Prince the 
wRidi he was in the 
liabit of paying to t|ie Princess. At 
present, therefore*^ l*he state of the case 
was very different fnim that in which 
it stood undeT the agreement betweea 
the papies. For, at that time, though 
the cTeditors of the Prince s mi^t 
have made their claims legal debts of 
the Prince, by complying with the re- 
gulations of the act of parliament, yet, 
not only might the Prince have secu- 
red himself proiipectively by an app4g^ 
cation to parliament, but hi?hdfl in his 
power the a-*’ ear, from whence 

he could (Jeduct the debts contracted 
by the Piincesffj for which he was 
made liable.. 'As the bill before the 
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House t«Qt Iron™ the Prince all domi- 
nmn over the Princess's revenue, it 
was but just that the Princess ishould 
not be entitled to make ahy^ claim on 
that of his R^yal Highness. Sucn 
an enactment, which was only that 
which the natural justice of the case 
between the parties required, convey- 
ed no imputation on the Princess. F^r 
it would be to invert the order of na- 
ture, to mgke his l^oyal Highness de- 

f on the Princess while there 
dependence on h^^r part. The 
nourable gentleman might have 
thojugh not admitted to that 
j with her Royal Higha^sTto 
which some other members were, that 
the Princess felt no such apprehensions 
on this subject as the right honourabl^^ 
gentleman entertained for her. I n that 
letter to h|m (Lord Castlereagh), in 
which she had not, as he thought, 
shewn that repugnance to accept the 
public money which the right honour- 
able gentleman had mentioned — which 
repugnance did not, in fact, exist, un- 
til her advisers had created it — in that 
letter, she stated that there was no- 
thing in the proposed measure incon- 
sistent with her rights her rirtilt, and 
her honour. He hoped this would 
relieve the right honourable gentle- 
man from the feart wfeiclfrto»enter- 
tained.” I 

The bill ultimate;^ ‘received the 
sanction of parliament.*'" 

Soon after obtaining from parlia- 
ment the pecuniary grant of^hich 
the history has now been tracS, the 
Princess of Wales intimated her deter- 
mination of retiring to the continent. 
This resolution seems to have alarmed 
some gentlemen very muck ; and on 
the 30 th July, the ver^f day on which 
parliametrt prorogued, Mr Tier- 
ney appeared i t the Ho>Me of Com- 
mons, and observer, “ thai, as he saw 
Lord Castlereagh in hftf^plaqp, he wish- 
ed to ask him some (jj^stions on a 


subject of great public importance. It 
had been currently reported, that her 
Royal Highness the Prweess of Wales 
had made an applicatim, through his 
Majesty's ministers, tor permission to 
return to the continq^. Whether 
application had b^*made witl^ view 
merely to a sAnporary visit Mto her 
Royal Highness's brother, at Bruns- 
wick, or whether it was to be under- 
stood as involving an intention on the 
part of her Royal Hjghness to leave 
tj^is country altogether^ltf either case, 
/fie could not contemplate it witljjcrut 
deep regret. Unquestionably he could 
conceive theb possibility of the exist- 
ence of such a^ cl^ni on her Ro’yiSf 
Highness, as woula .demand her tem- 
porary preference of another country, 
althougjjjt required the utmost strain 
of his una^infition to do so. If, there- 
fore, the noble lord should reply, that 
her Royal Highness’s absence would 
be but temporary, and if the noble 
lord would pledge himself to take pro- 
per precautions for insuring her Royal 
Highness’s early return, he should 
have no great objections to the visit. 
But if he should find that it was the 
intention of her Royal Highness, at 
expressed either by herself, or by any 
of the ministers of the crown, to leave 
this country for the purpose of taking 
up her permanent abode on the conti- 
nent, against such a step he must prw.«i 
test most solemnly. The present wai 
not a time that would admit of man/ 
observations [the Black 

Rod was every jporneht expected]] ; 
but he could not refrain from taki^ 
the only opportunity which wa«-'^SrS^ 
forded him of declaring that he stood 
perfectly clear from any interference 
or knowledge on this subject. This 
he felt himself to be the more imperi- 
ously called 

the recent question with respect to the 
augmentation of her Royal Highness 
the Princess of Waiting income, he 
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and an honourable friend of his, not 
then present (Mr JW^hitbread ) , had 
been the onhv two members on that 
side of the Ho^e who had taken an 
active part in the proceedings. On 
‘thatj and on ev(fer other occasion in 
■* whibh^the consioeration of her Royal 
Highness-’s situation iiad been invol- 
ved, he had uniformly and distinctly 
declared, that so far from having ei- 
ther directly or indirectl)* advised her 
Royal Hig^ne^, he had never in his 
life utterea a^’^ingle word to her Royhl 
’ Highness, and had never even had the 
.honour of being introduced to her, 
^>at declaration he solemnly repeat- 
because out oj doors it was not 
impossible but that, an impression of a 
contrary nature might be made by 
what had occurred. For thej^ncrease 
of her Royal Highness’aTcS^lishment 
he certainly had voted ; but he pro- 
tested, that he had not done so on 
mere pecuniary grounds, but because 
he conceived, that by obtaining that 
additional grant her Royal Highness 
would shew the world that she had 
the countenance and support of the 
House of Commons, and that they 
considered her to be entitled to their 
protection. But if, at the bottom of 
that proposition, there existed any ar- 
rangement savouring of an understand- 
ing that the public should be deemed 
*1315 have paid the price of her Royal 
Highness’s quitting the country, in 
^lat arrangement, if it did exist, he 
solemnljL^ft^xt^ted that he had no 
hand. He vv^d r^t have voted for 
^e •additional grant had he supposed 
' suirk a thing possible. He was sure 
the House would not ha^e acceded to 
it had they supposed such a thing pos- 
sible. He was sure that the House 
acquiesced in the proposition only be- 
i(pi ia'h'et^Th'ai h«r ft-oyal 
* Highness should be enabled to main- 
tain her rank widi adequate splendour 
in this countj? 5 % If any such scheme 


as that to which he had *jplided was 
actually in cohtfemplatian, he trusted 
that t^e noblf lord was not a party to 
^ ; and fee hoped that the noble lord 
would take care that t^e public should 
not be burdened by its consequences. 
He repeated his conviction, that par- 
liament had not entertained any such 
id^a as to vote an additional income to 
her Royal Highness for the purpose 
of its being spent,abroad. ^ Tne only 
justifiable ground of that vote, jven in 
Itsjeduced sfate, was, that it ne- 
cessary to the proper splendour pf her 
Royal Highness in this country. 
notv^hstanding, her Royal Highnew 
should go abroad, he trusted that the 
ministers of the crown would take care 
^hat no remittance should be sent from 
this country without the leave of par- 
liament. He had been induced to make 
these observations by the persuasion 
that the course which he had pursued 
on this subject had exposed him to 
much misconstruction, from the effects 
of which he was desirous to guard 
himself by once more protesting against 
the departure of her Royal Highness, 

^ and calling on ministers to prevent any 
remittarltes from being sent abroad, 
without the sanction of parliament.^* 
Lord Castlereagh confessed, “ that 
he felt*g*?&t fliffidiilty to determine in 
what light he was tb consider the ob- 
servations wtiich the right hon. gen- 
tleman had just made. He had under- 
stood him to say, that he wished mere- 
ly to , ask some questions j instead of 
whic^i he had thought proper to make 
a spev ch — and a speech of consider- 
able extent. As to the questions them- 
selves, he must say that the right hon. 
gentlemar^ was a little unfortunate in 
his selection otthe person to whom hp 
addressed them. An hon* fritIJd of tne 
Qjght jion. gentleman's, not then pre- 
sent, mu^t/be mudii better acquainted 
witb her |loy^f Highness the Princess 
oLWales's intentions, being much more 
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in the caifi|idence of her Royal High- 
ness than he-Jiad the lionour to be. 
For his part, he knew liothing^of her 
Royal Highnesses intentions, All 1^ 
knew was, that her Royal Highness 
had signified to one of his Majestyeg 
ministers, in order that it might be 
comniunicated to the Prince Regent, 
her Royal Highness's intention to go 
to the continent. What the right hon. 

S e late addition to her Royal 
ess’s income he k%iew not j but 
1 persuaded that, in agreeing to 
iropo^sition, the House had no 
on of imprisoning her «Koyal 
Highness in this country, or of pre- 
venting her Royal Highness from re- 
siding wherever considerations of he:; 
own pleasure or convenience might in- 
duce her to take up her abode.” 

This conversation, of course, led to 
no result ; and, in a short time after- 
wards, the Princess of Wales repaired 
to the continent. 

Thus ended, and let us hope for 
ever, the discussion of a matter painful 
and humiliating to all the well-disposed 
and reflecting part of the British public. 
It is one of the many disadv'^ntages 
attending exalted rank, that those sub- 
jects of a delicate and domestic na- 
ture, which men of*inft«io^itiBrtion con- 
trive successfully to withdraw from 
public observatios, aree in their case, 
dragged forward into light, and, like 
an ill-treated wound, 'galled on all hands 
by the officious tampering of ignorant 
or designing intermeddlers. It*i3 now 
vain to enquire whether prudence and 
forbearance might not have prevented 
the original quarrel from widening in- 
to a public breach ; but w,hen, unhap- 
pily, it became so, thy result w'as easy 
^o bc^reseen. When a passage was 
opened to malicious tale-bearing and 
artful misrepre8Aitation,X— when each 
w^ord or line that pjftsed lipon ar sub- 
ject so painful was to go through the 


ordeal of examination by those whose 
interest it was to discover matter of 
offence in it, the discoid of the royal 
pair was no longer th<ir own quarrel, 
but the food and xqlaintenance of all 
who were willing, An either partJ^to‘ 
court the temporSy favour of^ tlic'' 
party on whosd side they were arran- 
ged, by being loud, clamorous, and 
indignant in their behalf. We have 
no wish to ♦ecal to memory^ the humi- 
liating circumstances^hiph have at- 
tended this rupture, — fTf? intrigues of 
knights and fair informers on the-Ouc 
side, or of hack-scribblers and ladies of 
honour on the other. Only thus far 
wc must say, that^much of the sym- 
pathy which tlie general feeling of the 
British nation attached to the situation 
of th^JPrincess of Wales, while she 
bore witn''dignified silence a situation 
attended with many hardships, was lost 
so soon as the cry of party opened in 
her behalf. Men remembered who 
were the friends and confidants of the 
Prince Regent at the time when the 
celebrated enquiry into her conduct 
took place, and marvelled wdiat new 
light rendered them so sensible, 4n 1814, 
to the wrongs which, when first in- 
flicted, had neither received oil nor 
balm at their hands. The affectation 
of zeal and activity, with which these 
statesmen became suddenly animated, 
in a cause which, when they had 
ter opportunities of defending it, they 
had regarded with supine indifference, 
had a suspicious air wi|b^fi ]^ry impar- 
tial person aboye tHe mere mob, and 
occasioned it to be generally rem^k- 
cd, that the loss of the hubband’sra^ 
vour, rather than the alleged wrongs 
of the wife, was at the bottom of this 
untimely clamour. We have little 
doubt that the royal personage, whose 
intel'est r . ^ 
these discussions, must have become 
sensible, that, for the sake of her daugh- 
ter, and of the natibii^ver which she 
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is, in alj human likelihood, destined to 
reign, it was fit to i^emove the possi- 
bility of their** being renewed. Her 
departure for tH’\^ continent was sup- 
.posed to have be^n resolved without 
-cjiuch previous J^mmunication with 
those v^ho had been herdate champions 
and advisers, and some of whom ex- 
pressed no small displeasure at the last 
court-cardj if it may be s(j called, be- 
ing thus unexpectedly conjured out of 
their hand. > U h was an unsuggeste^ 
.in£;asure, adopted by her Royal High- 


ness’s own reflection, it wa^lii wise ai^ 
generous one/ and we hope will be 
reward/^d by that family peace and 
ebneord to which she offered the sa- 
crifice which her deparmre from Eng- 
land involves ; and we sincerely trust 
that it has ended the painful necessity 
of recording discussions, gratifying on- 
ly to that malignant curiosity which 
loves to dw^ell on those weaknesses that 
level rulers with their subjects, and 
diminish the wJiole^ome respect c\ue to 
those in law'fivl authority over 
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CHAPTER VI. 

^^D^^cmsionr in Parliament on tJ^e Slave Trade, — On the Conduct of Greai 
Briium towards Norwaij.' 


The attention of parliament was di- 
rected during the present session, not 
merely to '’the great features of the 
policy of the British empire, but to 
questions in which the general princi- 
ples of humanity and the common in- 
terests of the species were deeply in- 
volved. The parliament had strenu- 
ously and faithfully maintained by its 
firmness the honour of the empire ; 
and by its well-directed zeal in sup- 
porting the measures of the govern- 
ment, Great Britain, and with her the 
other states of Europe, Wl Jjeen re- 
scued from the [grasp of a relentless 
despotism. The task which parlia- 
ment had already performed w as great 
and honourable, but it had a mixture 
in it of that selfishness { if selfishness 
indeed it can be called) which*forms 
the basis even of the virtue of patriot- 
ism. But It w^as now to shew itself 
resolute and ardent in defending not 
only the liberties of the British em- 
pire — not the independence of Europe 
'...iona^^but the interesls of justice and 
humanity all over the w'orld. Eng- 
land, although m^ire deeflly interested 
than any other Europ^iaii Yfltion m tiie 
supposed advantages of tlAt nefarious 
traffic, which, to use thi^nguage'of a 
celebrated orator, kepni^ wh a great 


continent in bondage, ignorance, and 
blood, been the first to break the 
chains of the enslaved Africans, and to 
set an example to the world of the 
triumph ©f liberal and humane princi- 
ples over blind and sordid cupidity ; 
and her legislators were no w determined 
that so far as her influence might ex- 
tend over other nations, it should be 
exerted to put dowm for ever that dis- 
graceful and scandalous system which 
had so long stained the character of 
the most enlightened nations of Eu- 
rope. 

It was well known to the enlight- 
ened advocates for the abolition of tjie 
slave trade, that the restoration ot" 
peace among the nations of the conti- 
nent would inevitably lead to the revi- 
val of the slave trade ,^'tiuies'R some ef- 
fectual measureJi were taken to ,javert 
50 dreadful a cMlamity. Mr Wilber- 
force, therefore, on the 2d of May, 
made the •following motion in the 
House of Commoiib, “ That an hum- ' 
ble address be presented to his Royal 

sure nis Royal Highness, that trmr* 
House, relying with perfect confi- 
dence on the solemrt assurances recei- 
ved by parliament in and 1810, 

that his majesty’s government wo uld 
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employ every proper means to obtain 
ja convention of the prtwers of Europe 
for the immediate and universal aboli- 
•tion of the African Slave Trade, beg 
leave humbly and earnestly to repre- 
sent to his Royal Highness, that the 
happy and glorious events which pro- 
mise the general pacification of Christ- 
endom, the present union and assem- 
bly of its greatest sovereigns, and the 
.?great and generous principles which 
ithey proclaim a.s the rule of their con-^ 
afford a most auspicious oppor- 
for interposing the good offices 
Sf Great Britain to accomplish the 
abdve noble purpose, with*the weight 
which belongs to her rank among na- 
tions, to the service's which she has 
rendered to European independence, 
and to the unanimous and con- 

currence of her parliament and people : 

That we feel ourselves authorized, 
by our own abolition of this trade, of 
the guilty profits of which we enjoyed 
i the largest sliare, by the fellowship of 
I civilization, of religion, and even of 
Icorrunon humanity, to implore the 
other members of the commonwealth 
of Europe to signalize the restoration 
of its order and security by the prohi- 
bition of this detestable comrnerce, the 
common stain of the Christian name, 
a system of crimes by which the civi- 
llized professors of a beneficent rcli- 
spread desolation and perpetuate 
ftiarbarism among helpless savages, 
^Ifom they are bound, by tnc most 
. lacred obMgiJlioa^of duty, to protect, 
to instruct, and to reclaim : 

Humbly to represent to his Royal 
Highness, that the high rank which 
this kingdom holds among maritime 
•and colonial states imposes a very se- 
rious duty upon the British govern- 
ment at this important, iuncture ; ?nd 
iiitei^ose, wittf effect, 
to procure a general abolition, the 
practical result of the restoration of 
peace will be to revive a traffic which 
we have prtftiibited as a crimej to open 
^ (i 


the sea to swarms of piratiori'^id ven- 
turers, who will^re'new and extend, on^ 
the shores of Africa, the scenes of 
catnage and rapine in a great measure 
suspended by maritime hostilities, and 
the peace of Christendom will kindle 
a thousand ferocious wars among 
wretched tribes, ignorant of our quar- 
rels and of our very name ; 

“ That the nations who have pwed 
the security of their «avigatio« to our 
friendship, and whom we have been 
happy enough to aid in expelling t^eir 
oppressors, and maintaining their in- 
depyndence, cannot listen without re-,, 
spect tbroiir voice raised in the cause 
of jhstice and humanity ; and that, 
among the great states, till of late 
o#r enemies, maritime hostility has in 
fact abolished the trade for twenty 
years, no interest is engageddn it, and 
the legal permission to carry it on 
would practically be a new establish- 
ment of it, after the full develope- 
ment of its horrors : 

That we humbly trust, that in 
the moral order by which Divine Pro- 
vidence administers the government 
of the world, this great act of atone- 
ment to Aftica may contribute to con- 
solidate the safety and prolong the 
tranquillity of Europe, that nations 
may be fttiglit^a higher respect for 
justice and humanity Ipy the example 
of their sovereigns, and that a treaty, 
sanctioned by such a disinterested and 
sacred stipulation, may be more pro- 
foundly reverenaed, and more religi- 
ously observed, /than even the most 
equitable compacts for the regulation 
of power or the distribution of terri- 
tory.” 

In supporlof this motion, this great 
advocate of the principles of humanitj^> 
observed, that in rising to maJc?the 
motion y^hichJie now intended to pro- 
pose, Ije feU/ratifie^ in reflecting that 
it would nof be necessary to take up 
the time of the House, by detailing, at 
any Icng'o'h, those corisideralions wliieh 
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rcndeii^d such a step advisable. The 
•House Tna:d already A^recognized and 
acted upon them in 1806 apd 1810, 
when they consented to an address 
to the throne, similar, in effect, to 
what he now wished them to adopt. It 
was impossible for any one to open his 
eyes, and look abroad upon the world, 
without feeling that there never was a 
period when the general circumstances 
of all nations were more favourable to 
such a motion than the present, and 
when there existed suMi powerful mo- 
tives for thtm to accede to its object. 
It was something to have an occasion 
like this presented, when all rfie great 
powers of Europe were assembled in 
congress to consider and discuss the 
very elements, as it were, of their a.'^n 
political rights ; it was something to 
have such a moment presented for 
urging the consideration of the wrongs 
of Africa. When, indeed, he reflect- 
ed upon these circumstances, and when 
he recalled to memory that extraordi- 
nary succession of providential events 
which had placed the world in its pre- 
sent state of hope and security, he 
could not but contemplate in them the 
hand of the Almighty sfrctched out 
for the deliverance of mankind. And 
what more acceptable token of grati- 
tude could be dlspla^^ea towards hea- 
ven — what mpre acceptable proof of 
our delight and thankfulness for such 
mercies, than a measure like the one 
he now meant to propose ? It might 
be truly said, that t|[ie great continen- 
tal powers had beeil^ acting in its very 
spirit and effect ; and when, too, were 
considered the provocations that all of 
them had received, and some in parti- 
cular, and the glorioua revenge they 
had taken, saving from ruin instead of 
^^'iriWt'ting it ; the recognition of the 
principles be was aboi^t to rqcommend 
was so plain, that it\frord«;{i a sure 
ground and confident bppe that they 
would be acknowledged, in all^ which 
he now wished to obtaini as a sequel 
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merely of what they had so nobly be- 
gun. There was but one objection 
that he had ever heard made against 
the proceeding he meant to recom- 
mend ; and that was, when he had 
been talking of the continental powers 
acceding immediately to a general abo- 
lition of the slave trade, the reply had 
been, why we ourselves did not abolish 
it till after eighteen or nineteen years 
of enquiry, and how can we expect 
that they should do it -precipitately ? 
But this was not the fact. When tjie 
features of that trade were triily^iJeVe* * 
loped, when its character was fully 
known, whtn its effects were thorough- 
ly understood, we got rid of it direct- 
ly. It was on its trial during that 
time, and its sentence followed imme- 
diatei 5 fci.yjDpn conviction. When the 
whole system was unfolded, every one 
acknowledged that we were bound to 
abolish it, as a traffic inconsistent 
with every feeling of justice, religion, 
and humanity. When the question 
was first entered upon, no one proper- 
ly understood its details ; by degrees, 
however, the light broke in upon that 
den of serpents ; and when it did so, 
and it was seen in all its hideous defor- 
mity, there existed but one opinion 
among men of any sense of duty, or 
any feelings of humanity. It should 
be remembered too, that great and 
powerful interests were opposed tlftt? 
It was said, our commerce would be 
destroyed, our marine would be' dc 
stroyed, and that .*»ur vjttvlements in 
the West Indies could not subsist at 
all without a regularimportatioa of 
slaves ; while in Africa they would 
continue be brought down to the 
coast, and when no market was open 
for them they would be murdered. 
Xbus it was foretold, that nothin g: but 
disatWW' JJlUte iirtftlhjpjj 
in the western hemisphere, and in 
Africa itself, by the abolition ; yet 
all these predictions proved fallacious ; 
and therefore, in soliciting other coup 
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tries to adopt the same course, we call 
upon them to run no risk, nor to at- 
tempt any untried schtec. But, in 
fact, the jrreater nations of Europe, 
and particularly France, had no direct 
interest in the continuance of this trade. 
With regard to F«aiicc, the war had 
practical^ abolished it for many years 
past 5 and, therefore, if carried on by 
her, it would be creating it anew. In 
that couiftry, therefore, there was no 
commerce to be destroyed, no marine 
to suffer, no manufactures to decay, 
aS^ta consequenct of not participating 
in this traffic. The bon. member then 
drew a parallel between vfhat had been 
the conduct of Buortipartc with re- 
spect to the slave frade, and the diffi- 
culty which Mr Fox had found in per- 
suading him that our a^li^bn of it 
arose trom any principle of justice ; 
and what might be expected from the 
virtues, humanity, and religious feel- 
ings of Louis the 18 th. With regard 
to Spain also, happier results might 
be anticipated. She was not now in 
a, situation where she feared to dis- 
please any particular city ; she was no 
longer placed in those delicate circum- 
stances ; her power was more secured, 
and she was now placed in a condition 
that enabled her to think of safety and 
honour in the way that nations and in- 
dividuals always secured it, by a rigid 
^idberence to just and honourable prin- 
ciples. Looking to Portugal, he en- 
tertained similar hopes ; and he would 
not novivgo mxq a paper which he held 
in his hand, and which had been issued 
by that government. It was a sort of 
vindication of what is called the Mid- 
dle Passage ; and the principle of it 
was, that the slave trade should be 
carried on by the ports of Brazil, till 
the population of that extensive^coun- 
'was in -pi v.|;ufubh toils magnitude. 
He had really never read a paper which 
contained so much feeling and huma- 
nity, Any person perusing it might 
think that its whole object Was, to dif- 


fuse the greatest possible happiness 
among the mo^t favoured* bidividuafs. 
It was, in truth, a melancholy docu- 
fient ; and yet he was pleased with it. 
It at least shewed, thatahe Portuguese 
government were attentive to the calls 
of humsyiity, though in this instance 
it had been perverted, because they 
were deceived as to the occasions for 
exerting it. When they werejemind- 
cd, that this trader was wholly incom- 
patible with humanity, and when the 
Prince Regent of Portugal was con- 
vinced of the impolicy of supplying 
tl]^ Brazils with a factitkius popula- 
tion, ’^ihcre could be no doubt that he 
wiirnld resolve to co-operate cordially 
with this country. This co-operation 
-would be more prompt and effective 
also, when the removal of the court of 
Portugal to Europe should have taken 
place. With regard to the other 
powers of Europe,-— Russia, Austria, 
and Prussia, who were unstained by a 
traffic which we, to our shame be it 
spoken, had once participated in, let 
it not be supposed that they would be 
indifferent to its annihilation, or that 
, they would be tardy in assisting to 
complete that object. 

In sparing Pans, and in the sudden 
and complete abandonment of every 
hostile •leciifijf, th£ allied powers had 
afforded a pledge of further magnani- 
mity and huTnanity of conduct He 
trusted, that all would concur in this 
grand object. Goveniment had already 
obtained the acquiescence of Sweden. 
Denmark had fibolished the slave trade 
at an early period. America the same. 
And here he begged to guard himself 
against the imputation of being sup- 
posed to v«sh, by this motion, to re- 
mind his majflBty’s ministers of tha t 
sacred duty which he was persuaded 
they were i^ady cheerfully and spon- 
tane(^sly,yo perfofm. His object was 
me/ely to /strengthen their hands, and 
by,the renewal of a solemn declaration 
from parliament, to show that their 
; 8 
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farmer proteeclinj^jB had originated not 
in a transient or inistaken fit of huma- 
nity, but in a just and sound view of 
all the bearings and relations of tllb 
subject. He 'must repeat, that • he 
really thought there was something in 
the present state and circumstances of 
things which justified the most favour- 
able expectations. It would be re- 
freshing to tlie mind, after so long a 
period oficalamity^ to witness a gene- 
ral acknowledgment of Hie grand and 
immutable principles of justice and 
humanity. It would raise Great Bri- 
tain still higher in the scale of natio^is, 
if, after all she had done and suffered 
for Europe, she should ask, as a com- 
pensation, not any political or com- 
mercial advantage, not territory oT' 
wealth, but only an acquiescence in 
the establishment of a principle so in- 
timately connected with the happiness 
of mankind. The most dreadful con- 
sequences would result to Africa, 
should foreign powers not consent to 
unite in this desired object. That wide 
continent would again be made the 
scene of horror ; and our praises and 
thanksgivings to the Divine Being for- 
his* recent blessings to us, 'would be 
accompanied by the shricksand screams 
of those whom we were persecuting. 
But he trusted this wolffia not be the 
case. Whatever might be his opinion 
of the Roman catholic religion, to the 
professors of that religion Europe 
owed much of its existing liberty ; 
and he hoped that they would feel 
that their religion, bo less than pro- 
testantism, called on them to abolish 
that inhuman traffic, which Mr Pitt 
had truly called “ the greatest practi- 
cal evil that had ever beer/ 'suffered to 
evist in the world . ^ 

hirUanning rose, not to express 
his sentiments on the absrhtion of the 
slave trade ; that was unn^ssafy, as 
they were already well kndwu to' the 
House ; he rose to declare it to be his 
opinion, that the vote wlhch they were 


about to come to that night, would 
not be a barren vote ; but one that 
would materially aid the great cause 
they were anxious to promote. Their 
unanimity on this occasion would not 
merely support what they had already 
done, but would do much towards per- 
suading the great powers of Europe 
to unite with England to put down 
the slave trade Let it not be said, 
when this language was held, that the 
English were always vaunting of their 
importance in, and influence over, ]^i- 
rope. On such an occasion, they 'had 
a right to expect that their authority 
and example would produce the hap- 
piest results. With those powers who 
had not acknowledged the injustice of 
this traffic in human blood, the autho- 
rity of G r^it Britain must have some 
weight } and with that larger portion, 
who, approving the principle acted 
upon by England, feared the applica- 
tion of it in their own case, our exam- 
ple must prevail. The apprehensions 
they at present entertained, must be in 
a great measure removed, when they 
saw that we, after cutting off that 
trade, which was to us a source of 
wealth and power (if it ever had been 
a source of wealth and power to any 
nation on earth,) had lost nothing by 
obedience to the dictates of humanity, 
but had still been able, not only to de- 
fend ourselves, but to contribute largft**' 
ly to the restoration of the indepen- 
dence of Europe. With those powew 
who had not recognizwi the propriety 
of abolishing the slave trade, he would 
now take a higher tone than he thought 
would have been wise in the day of 
their distress, when struggling with 
difficulties, they looked to this coun- 
try ; and he would take a higher tone 
with^ hem for this reason ; were they 
in some' sort' depenSeni dn us, a streftr^* 
remonstrance on this subject would 
have gone with too much of authori- 
ty ; but now that the danger was past, 
and they had recovered their indepen- 



12 % 


Chap, 6.] HISTORY OF EUROPE. 


(lence, we might assume a loftier tone 
.without appearing to iiisijlt them, by 
holding out a threat if they refused to 
comp!/ with our wishes, Spain and 
Portugal could now defend themselves 
without our assistance ; and they could 
decline attending to our representa- 
tions without fear of being abandoned 
to ruin. This then was the time when 
we could speak with most, freedom ; 
Tor as we could urge it with more of de- 
ilicacy than formerly, so we could press, 
fit ,>vith, more firmness. The happy 
“’adjuslment of the afl'airs of the world, 
^hich seemed now about to^take place, 
would be incomplete, if an attempt to 
put an end to the slave-trade did not 
form one grand feature of it. The 
technical consent to its abolition of 
those powers w’ho wTre actively 
engaged in it, ought to be obtained ; 
for it this were not done, their flags 
would be abused by individuals belong- 
ing to other countries, who would be 
; ready to avail themselves of this sub- 
j terfuge to avoid punishment. The 
I sanction of all the great nations of 
( Europe to its being done away was 
necessary, and of vast importance ; 
not so much for the mighty power 
they possessed, as for the use they 
had made of that power. If their con- 
sent were not given to the abolition of 
^l^ve trade, things would not 
!’ merely remain as they are in this re- 
|6pcct ; but tlie traffic in slaves would 
greater than it had been for many 
’ years. The question then w'as, v/he- 
Pther t{ie aera of a general peace in Eu- 
rope should secure the repose of Africa, 
or furnish a new starting-post for the 
plunder and devastation of'that quar- 
*ter of the globe. He hoped the voice 
of the people, heard through the una- 
nimous vote of that House, in fj*'\>ur 
of that which justice, humanity, and 
sound policy, combined to recommend 
to every nation, would not appeal to 
the assembled majesty of Europe in 


This motion was carried .'without au 
dissenting voicc.*^ 

Notwithstanding these measures, 
hoWver, arid the attention which was 
paid ‘to them by the British ministry, 
It w^as found impossible to persuade 
the Frenesd^o vern men t to agree to the 
immediate abolition of the slave trade. 
Prejudices on this subject prevailed in 
France which had been long banished 
from this country, hnd the ftiinisters 
found, in their <iegociat ions, that they 
mustk cither yield to these prejudices 
in sgme measure, or make up their 
minds to a continuance of* the war. 
Thfy determined on the former course ; 
and the consequence was, that al- 
though the treaty betwixt this coun- 
try and France contained a sort of 
speculative censure of this nefarious 
traffic, upon the general prfliciples of 
humanity, a stipulation was introdu- 
ced, by which it was continued for the 
space of five years. This article of the 
treaty naturally roused the resentment 
of the abolitionists in England ; and 
on the ‘27 ih June Mr Wilberforcc 
made the following motion in the 
House of Commons : — 

That an humble address be pre- 
sented to his Royal Highness the 
Prince l^eg^^i^ representing to his 
Royal Highness, That, while we learn 
with great sati^sfaction the successful 
exertions of his Royal Highness ia 
obtaining the consent of the govern- 
ment of Sweden, and still more that of 
Holland, to an immediate and unqua- 
lified abolition of the slave trade, we 
are bound in duty to express the deep 
regret of this House, that the late 
unanimous address of this House, pray- 
ing his Koyil Highness to interpose 
his good offices obtain a convj;ntiiar«^' 
of the powers of Europe for the im- 
mediate mid r^fiversal abolition of the 
Afriej*.! slatr/ trade, to which address 
his Royal Highness was pleased to re- 
turn So gracious an answer, has failed 

♦ r*nnci»nnpnr‘A'i wViif'h 
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this Hcmse and the country had most 
anxiously’and with cbnfidence antici- 
pated. 

That the objects to the attaiki- 
ment of which that address was direct- 
ed, do, in the opinion this House, 
so deeply affect the best iperests of 
Europe, and the happinesond civili- 
zation of Africa, as to render it our 
imperious duty again to press them on 
the attention of hin Royal Highness. 

“ That although the^government of 
France, whether from the effect of 
partial and colonial inteiCSts, or from 
not beingr sufficiently aware of Vhe 
enormities attendant on the slav/ tr^e, 
have not agreed to a stipulation for the 
immediate abolition of it, yet that the 
consent of that government to abolisii 
the trade in five years, and to unite its 
efforts with those of his Britannic ma- 
jesty, at the approaching congress, to 
induce all the powers of Christendom 
to decree its abolition, so that it shall 
cease universally at that time, together 
with the disposition the French go- 
vernment is supposed to have mani- 
fested, to subject their own slave trade 
to some restrictions during the interr 
verting period ; above all, tTiat govern- 
ment’s distinct and unequivocal recog- 
nition of the radical injustice of the 
traffic in slaves, induc^^ the House to 
entertain a confident hope, that farther 
stipulations, with a view to the aboli- 
tion or limitation of the slave trade, 
may be obtained at the approaching 
congress. 

** That, independent of the unspeak- 
able evils to Africa which must arise 
from the permission of this nefarious 
traffic on the most extended scale for 
a further term of five years, and of 
th e inc ased inducem^'nts for carrying 
it on which will then exist, it is ob- 
vious that new and fornwdablcL obsta- 
cles to the execution of oAlaws 
against the slave trade musft be crated, 
that occasions of differences with those 
powers will be multiplied, that the evils 


and miseries produced in Africa, from 
the multitudes of human beings ob- 
tained by fraud or by violence being 
forcibly dragged into perpetual slavery 
in a foreign land, must be most la- 
mentable and extensive ; but they will 
be particularly afflicting in those parts 
with which his majesty’s' dominions 
have of laic had the greatest inter- 
course, because the restoration of the 
French settlements and their depen- 
dencies, with the right of an unre- 
strained slave trade, must sul^ejt those 
populous and extensfve districts wKereV”- 
by the laudable exertions of Great" 
Britain, peaceful industry and social 
happiness hav5 been in some measure 
produced, to a rehewal of the miseries 
inseparable from this odious traffic ; the 
colony of Bierra Leone, also, whence 
European knowledge, the blessings of 
order, and the arts of peace, have be- 
gun to diffuse themselves through the 
neighbouring country, will be depri- 
ved of its beneficial influence, and 
even be exposed to imminent danger 
of ruin. 

“ That, with a direct view to the 
considerations and points above-stated, 
this House humbly, but most earnest- 
ly, implores his Royal Highness to 
endeavour to obtain, if possible, from 
the government of France, some dimi- 
nution of the term permitted to the 
slave trade, but, in any case, its ® 
striction at least within certain limits, 
and its total exclusion from the pai*t&-^ 
of Africa where the exertions- of Great 
Britain have already succeeded in sup- 
pressing the trade, that the inhabitants 
of those rcgior>8 may be left in the en- 
joyment of that exemption from its ra^- 
vages, which they have so recently and * 
so happily obtained. 

“^^at this House feels most deep- 
ly an^us^that no exertion should be 
omitted in the approaching congress, 
to procure a final and universe ex- 
tinction of the slave trade, because it 
conceives'that no opportunitij^ can ever 
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again expected to occur so favoura- 
ble, for effacing from the character of 
‘Europe its most opprobrious stain, or 
for delivering the unoilending, but 
much injured, inhabitants of Africa 
from the .heaviest of all possible cala- 
mities, from intestine war, excited too 
often by the basest avarice, and the 
fiercest passions raging without inter- 
mission, and productive only of un- 
mixed evil, and of invincible and inter- 
minable barbarism, and from practices 
which, having been exposed to the* 
public eye, have induced the legisla- 
■ture to class slave traders among the 
vilest of criminals. • 

“ That, to produce a tuniversal con- 
demnation of thio imirderoiis system, 
displayed as its horrors now are to the 
view of mankind, it appears to be only 
necessary to appeal to those feelings 
which must exist in every mind capa- 
ble of reflection, and not steeled against 
the claims of humanity and justice ; 
that as this system insults and out- 
rages those sacred and fundamental 
principles which are common to every 
sect and denomination of Christians, it 
cannot be doubted that every Christian 
state is required to take part in its 
condemnation ; those who have parti- 
cipated in its guilt being bound to 
abandon and to reprobate it ; while 
none who enjoy the privilege of inno- 
ce.xe are thereby either deprived of 
the right, or exempted from the obli- 
jraiion. of joining in the sentence. 

“ That this House, therefore, again 
expressing its profound regret that 
more has not been accomplislied in this 
great work, and convinced that, by 
the endeavours of his Royal. Highness, 
exerted with renewed energy, much 
may still be effected in the appointed 
congress, humbly, but most urgently, 
entreats his Royal Highness, that the 
most strenuous exertions be there 
made, on the part of this country, to 
obtain, as far as may be possible, the 
objects which have been specified, and 


that all proper uieans may be ^sed for 
urging on the assembled poVrers, the 
duty, the expediency, and the lasting 
glfcry of promulgating to all the world, 
as the judgment of the -states of Eu- 
rope, a general and solemn engage- 
ment, unej^r the most binding and ef- 
fectual sanctions, that this traffic, the 
foul and formidable enemy of the hap- 
piness and civilization of Africa, will 
at a definite and fixed period, certainly 
not more distant than five years, be 
abolished utteny and for ever. 

On this occasion Mr Wilberforce 
saidj after a few preliminaity observa- 
tions, that at the present moment, 
after. the conclusion of so long a war, 
and when we first began to witness 
peace, when the intoxication of our joy 
was the greater by our having among 
us our great allies, whose conduct in so 
eminent a manner contributed to the 
happy termination of hostilities ; at a 
period like this, when we could not be 
supposed to have so much time and 
disposition to attend to the sufferings 
of others, so far as his observations had 
extended, there prevailed but one feeling 
o/ regret and disappointment through- 
out the country, and a wish that, if it 
was still practicable at the approach- 
ing congress, an effort might be made 
to save ft irbiti the disgrace of this 
sad article respecting the slave trade. 
Whatever was Consistent with the sum 
and substance of the treaty might be 
yet obtained. As there was a con- 
siderable portion of Africa where the 
exertions of this country had been 
successful' to a considerable degiee, 
and where a legitimate commerce had 
been introduced sacred from any of 
the miseries ifcOf the slave trade, he 
thought that a cT^mjiact might be m^e, 
by no means inconsistent with ffie ar- 
ticle of l,he treaty, exempting all that 
part of Afe^a whiefi was not suffer- 
ing at prescr.'t any of the calamities al- 
luded^ to, from* being again plunged 
into them by tit renewal of the trade. 
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Another part of the motion he 
intended to submit to- the House was, 
to request his Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent, in any other treaty.to 
be concluded«between this country and 
other states, or in any other cession of 
colonies, to secure the aboljtion of the 
slave trade, at least by the sanction of 
an article in the treaty that it should 
not he carried on by the power to 
whom the cession is made. It was 
with pleasure that he had to commu- 
nicate to the House that he under- 
stood Holland had agreed to an im- 
mediate a’ad unconditional abolition of 
the slave trade. With regard to Swe- 
den, the conduct of that power was 
not now of such importance as it 
would have been had it retained the 
great island of Guadaloupe ; but Swe- 
den had ctill some small possessions in 
the West Indies, and the accession of 
every power to the abolition was an 
object not to be neglected. Denmark 
had already abolished the trade ; but 
that which before rested on her own 
declarations was now secured to us by 
a solemn treaty. 

When he had just before said, that 
itwas with a heavy heart and a feeling 
of the deepest concern that he rose for 
the fulfilment of his duty on this oc- 
casion, it was chieflj^ccaiise, before 
he knew that he only had to establish 
the facts and lay dowii the principles 
applicable to this trade, and that when 
he had done so he would obtain his 
final object ; but now he could not 
but with pain reflect, that he was op- 
posed not by any argumehts or facts 
arising out of the trade itself, but by 
a circumstance arising out of the na- 
ture of our constitutiouti; for, when a 
„di^ finitivc treaty of‘‘ peace was once 
sanefioned, there was no course left 
for the country but acr^uiesepnee. He 
could not, therefore, b%t, regret, that 
we had not on this oedasion had an 
opportunity, as we had had at former 
periods, of first consiejering the articles 


in a preliminary treaty, reselling the 
details for consideration and arrange- 
ment afterguards. He regretted that 
the House had not had an opportunity 
of forming their judgment in the first 
instance on the preliminary articles ; 
because, had such been the case, he 
should have felt it to be his duty, and 
the country from one end to the other 
would have joined with him, to inter- 
fere that this article might not receive 
the sanction of government, and to 
say that no sacrifice would be refused 
which could purchase our fre^donu 
from this disgrace, and that there was 
no price which we would not have 
been willing J o pay. Had this coun- 
try had an opportunity of expressing 
their feelings, no effort which the go- 
vernment could possibly make would 
have been found too great if it freed 
us from this stain. But we had now 
the article irrevocably before us ; and 
all that we could now do was to try 
to get the article altered in the ap- 
proaching congress. 

He expressed his regret that in- 
formation upon this subject had not 
been more generally diffused through 
France, which would doubtless have 
excited a feeling among her inhabit- 
ants that would have made the go- 
vernment of that country ashamed of 
insisting upon the insertion of the ob- 
jectionable article. As to the trade 
being limited to five years, it might be 
feared, that when France had involved 
herself in this traffic, and embar£^ 
great sums, and mighty interests, at 
the end of five years she would be able 
to use the plea of necessity, of which 
at present: she could not avail herself. 
Colonies of great value and magnitude 
were now restored to her uncondition- 
ally ; St Domingo would in itself be an 
immense vortex of human calamity ; the 
cultivation of that island might be car- 
ried to any extent, and on a moderate 
calculation it might be estimated, that 
for that island only, during the five 
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years stipulated, the happiness and the 
lives of 500,000 human beings would 
be sacrificed. This statement made the 
blood run cold, but it by no means 
was equal to the extent of the evil ; 
it might be computed, that in the 
whole no fewer than between two and 
three millions of our fellow- creatures 
, would be torn from their homes, and 
annihilated, for the supply of the colo- 
nies just ceded to France, and the evils 
that Africa would suffer could not be 
remedied by the exertions of benevo-* 
; lence during the space of two or three 
I centuries. Was this a prospect that 
could be beheld without horror ? 

It had not been hi^ intention to 
express any opinion upon the conduct 
of the negociators of this treaty, but 
in vindication of his own principles, he 
felt it necessary to say, thaf no consi- 
derations, however weighty, could have 
induced him to give up any settlements 
to the enemy that were to be cultiva- 
ted in a way so abhorrent to humanity. 
Yet at the same time it was but giving 
■due credit to government to say, that 
|;on all occasions, when this subject had 
Ibeen discussed, they had warmly con- 
jsidemned the traffic, or when any assist- 
?ance was required to execute the law, 

I they had been most willing to afford it, 
I He could not avoid apprehending that 
I this topic was not introduced at so 
early a period as its importance merit- 
; it ought to have been made a ques- 
tion. of the earliest deliberation, when 
The first mention was made of the con- 
quests we were to cede to France ; we 
ought to have said plainly, that we 
were willing to make these great sa- 
crifices gratuitously, only qualified by 
^ope condition, that the slave trade 
should be abolished/’ 

Lord Castlereagh « felt himself 
called upon to vindicate his conduct 
in the negociation. He concurred cor- 
dially and warmly in all the sentiments 
expressed by his honourable friend, 
with respect to the slave trade itself, 


and the propriety of such an fiddrest 
as that now proposed. But nothing 
done on the part of France, either on 
foimer occasions or on the present, 
could lead this country to suppose 
that she would comply with the wishes 
of our government in this respect, or 
that we should make the abolition of 
the slave trade: a“52ne qitti non in the 
negociation for a peace. Whatjie was 
about to say upon *1110 subject now 
did not come from him as an indivi- 
dual. If France could not be persua- 
ded act in the manner desired, she 
coula not be compelled to it^ nor was 
it to be expected that she should be 
taught morality at the point of the 
bayonet. For the conduct pursued 
towards her in the late treaty upon 
this subject, there were precedents to 
be found in former governme»l8. Such 
were to be found in the ncgociations 
carried on in the time of Mr Fox, who, 
from his zealous support of the mea- 
sure, might be supposed inclined, if 
any was, to make it a sine qua non of 
negociation ; and in the treaty with 
the court of the Brazils, made by the 
right hon, gentleman (Mr Canning) 
below him, 7t was only stipulated that 
the abolition should be prospective, 
and as little was that made a subject of 
reproach, *even iiiy tlfe hon. mover of 
the present address himself. 

“It was nof,” Lord Castlereagh 
continued, “ consistent with the pro- 
gress of the human mind to adopt va- 
luable truths at once. It took a consi- 
derable fength of time before the abo- 
lition of th^ trade was adopted, even in 
this country of liberality ; and other 
countries could not be blamed for not 
adopting it i»i 2 mediately, particularly 
when it was pro’pfosed to them in thy 
shape of a dictum* However higK'the 
bon. gentleman’s mind might be upon 
the subject, .and howljver disposed he 
and the nation might be to make sacrifi- 
ces for^it, ho couW assure him that such 
wag not the implession in France, and 
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that evtn among the better classes of 
people there, the gOTernment here did 
not get full credit for their motives of 
acting on this question. The motives 
were not there thought to arise from 
benevolence, but from a wish to impose 
fetters on French colonies, and injure 
their commerce ; and if it was made 
a question of power, he was convinced 
that interest would be supposed to 
have a share in it^ If this country re- 
tained the colonies, unless upon the 
condition of abolition, it would be said 
we retained them for commercial Miews, 
and that *it was only a pretence for 
keeping up the war, and retaining pos- 
session of those settlements. Would it 
have been right, by insisting upon the 
abolition as a sine qua nouy to dissolve 
a union which had saved the world ? 
He had no hesitation in saying that 
they gained what tlufy did upon the 
subject by not mixing it with tlie ques- 
tion of colonial cession. If the corre- 
spondence with the different powers, 
relative to this part of the treaty, were 
produced, he had no doubt but it would 
prove that the government had per- 
formed their duty ; but at present he 
should feel it his duty tb resist the 
correspondence. What had been done 
was undervalued ; what remaihed un- 
done was rated loo W^hly.*^ Sweden 
had shewed every disposition to con- 
cur in the abolition, &nd so did Den- 
mark.” 

His lordship then proceeded to ob- 
serve, that, in the present state of 
things, France was, perhaps, that very 
country, in which his hon. fhend would 
be least justified in expecting a sudden 
change of system, with reference to 
the slave trade ; for it was most noto- 
ripus. that the dre^uful tyranny by 
which France had been so long op- 
pressed, and which w^s no\y happily 
terminated, had* precluded the people 
from that knowledge and information, 
with reference to political events,whicli 
existed in almost ever^ other state. In 


the internal parts of France the inha» 
bitants were absolutely ignorant that 
the slave tirade was abolished in the 
British colonies. There was no part 
of Europe, he believed, in which such 

f rofound ignorance prevailed as in 
ranee. His hon. friend seemed to 
regret that the colonies had been re* 
stored without a specific stipulation 
for the abandonment of this trade. 
Now he (Lord Castlereagh) knew the 
impossibility of procuring any such sti- 
pulation. He was told by the French 
ministers themselves*, that, if they took 
back the colonies, without the right 
being allowed to carry on the trade in 
slaves, the feeling of the French people 
would be, that peace had been made 
for the j)urpo8e of having their colo- 
nics restored, but that they had reco- 
VC red therii in a way* extremely dis- 
graceful to the nation. He conceived 
that they were now placed in a situ- 
ation to do more good on the sub- 
ject, than if a formal stipulation, of 
the nature alluded to by his hon. friend, 
had been entered into. He was con- 
vinced, that the trade would ultimate- 
ly be abandoned by France ; and if it 
were at all carried on, it would be on 
the principle, that, after a certain pe- 
riod, it would be abolished. Surely 
his hon. friend would permit him to 
suggest, that if a stipulatioh to put 
an end to the trade, at the expiration 
of five years, were not available, as 
little available would b(>a contrac L„to 
abolish it immediately ! 

“ He could assure the House, that 
every endeavour was made, as long as 
a prospect of success remained, to have 
this traffic destroyed. When it was 
found that could not be completely 
effected, an effort was made to restrict 
its existence to three, instead of five 
years ; when that failed, it was at- 
tempted to procure a stipulation to 
prevent the trade being introduced on 
that part of the African continent to 
which his hon. friend had alluded. But 

? ^ 
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this cotaW not be effected. What, then, 
was done ? The present article was 
agreed to — the French ministers de- 
claring, that, being masters of the 
qiiestion themselves, the French go- 
vernment would, as a voluntary act of 
their own,^ put down the trade at the 
end of fivc years — and were determined 
to assist Great Britain in procuring 
the principle "to be recognised as the 
general law of Europe, 'fliey did, 
however, stand on this principle, vvhicji 
could not be mistaken, that they would 
be nrasters of the question themselves 
— at liberty to act on th^ decision of 
their own judgment — -and determined 
not to obey the dic^atibn of any other 
power, ll was on this general ground 
of reasoning, that the I'rerich ministers 
shewed the strongest objcy.ion against 
any proposition whicii would seem to 
deprive them of a perfect jurisdiLUou 
over tiie question — such a dcpiivation, 
they conceived, would lower them lu 
the estimation of the people, and weak- 
en tlieir hands on other points of very 
gre^t impoitance. But, when they 
made this declaration, tlu'y gave him 
(Lord Castlcreagli) olhfial assurance, 
that they were ready to adopt the prin- 
ciple of abolition as soon as possible. 
He was ready to admit, that Guada- 
loupe ^ind Martinique being permitted 
to be points of depot, did, to a certain 
degree, increase the probability of an 
illi cit trade being earned on from those 
iUaiids with our colonics. But if France 
had even consented to abolisli the trade, 
the nAimber of depots which would 
have otherwise existed, was sufficient- 
ly numerous for the illegal introduc- 
tion of slaves into the islands belong- 
ing to Great Britain. From the Ha- 
vannah and portO Kico, the possessions 
of Spain, slaves miglit very easily find 
tluur way into our coloaies. 

“ He hojied that gentlemen would 
not' encour.i.a a disposition to under- 
rate every thing that liad been done, 
and to magiidy lh«‘ im^>oi tanco of that 
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which could * not be effected. He 
thought the influence and example of 
j^rance were invaluable, as they ope- 
rated with respect to this question. 
France was not tlie only power whose 
colonial importance made the slave 
trade a question of interest. Spain 
and Portugal were also connech d with 
it ; and he thought his hon. friend was 
wrong ill dashing from his li|f the cup 
of enjoyment, by indulging the sup- 
position, that if a final regulation had 
bei^n made with France to abandon the 
tralfic, it must necessarily have been 
abolished. Even if such a regulation 
had been agreed to, great and substan- 
tial difficulties would still have remain- 
ed. R ussia, IViissia, and Austria, were 
ready to assist in effecting this most 
dcsiiahle object, and he believed hVaiice 
was most sincere in her wisli to abolish 
the trade. Much surely had been gain- 
ed ; and it was a great matter, when 
gentlemen lecoilected, that the nego- 
ciatiuii ended in mutual respect and 
confidence, instead ol terminating in 
anger and dissatisfaction. Now, if 
France had taken back her colonics 
f)n a principle which she felt diiiho- 
nourabic to lier character as a nation, 
it must ha c led to eternal disputes; 
and his hon. ‘rjend^must be po fecily 
acquainted with the advantage to be 
derived from •enlering into explana- 
tions with a friendly rather than an ad- 
verse power. Instead of shutting tiieir 
eyes to the difficulties winch opposed 
themsiflves to the abolition of this sys- 
tem, they ought boldly to examine 
them ; and he felt that he should be 
deceiving the House, if he said, that 
they were to expect to find eitln r in 
Spain or in Portugal the existence of 
that feeling on the subject of the si^ve 
trade, which he stated France to pos- 
sess. With respect <o the two former 
powers, their colonial interests were so 
deepj^ concerned in the trade, that 
the mother co.fntry was not fairly aide 
to master the /question. This arose 
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frpm the extent of foreign possessions, 
and from the long continuance of the 
system. If, therefore, the questiop 
were settled with regard to France, 
the great difficiflties would remain with 
respect to the courts of Spain and 
Portugal. Now, though he did not 
despair of succeeding even with them, 
yet surely it would not be asserted 
that the difficulties which they had to 
overcome were trifling. If the treaty 
with France had been as perfect as his 
hon. friend could have wished with^re- 
spect to the slave trade, still, even in 
that state or things, much would have 
been left to do, with reference to the 
powers which he had mentioned. 

On the grounds he had already 
stated, he had no hesitation in agreeing 
to the address. He conceived that it 
would assist the cause of abolition, by 
shewing to the world the continued de- 
termination of the government and par- 
liament of this country never to aban- 
don a measure to which they were so- 
lemnly pledged, and which they would 
support by every means, consistent 
with the peace and good order of the 
world. He trusted the House would 
give his majesty’s government credit 
S)r the exertions they had made, and 
which they intended to^take. Anxi- 
ous as they were for the adoption of 
the principle contcnded4br by his hon. 
friend, they did not think it right to 
force it upon otlier nations, at the ex- 
pence of their honour, and of the tran- 
-quillity of the world. Morals were ne- 
ver well taught by the . sword ; their 
dissemination might sometimes be made 
a pretext for ambition, but the real ob- 
ject could not be long concealed ; and 
it was to the light otfliperiencc, to 
thtrpromulgatiow of wisdom, and not 
to the exercise of violence, or the in- 
Huence of war, that they could look 
with any prospect of success, for the 
abolition of the slave trj^de.** 

The motion made by Mr Wilber- 
forcc for an address war. agreed to. 


Lord Grenville afterwards, upon the 
27th of June,^ moved in the House of 
Lords, “ Tliat an humble address be 
presented to his Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent, praying that he will be 
graciously pleased to direct that there 
be laid before this House copies of 
such representations as have heen made 
by his majesty’s ministers in the late 
negociations for peace, in consequence 
of the unanimous address of this House 
for the immediate and total abolition of 
the slave trade, together with the an- 
swers returned thereto ; and also ex- 
tracts from such parts of the dispatches 
of his majesty’s ministers as relate to 
the same subject.’’ 

On this occasion. Lord Grenville 
exerted his great abilities, and made a 
very excellent speech ; but as it was 
obvious that the measure of immediate 
abolition was strongly resisted by the 
French people, and that no violence or 
intimidation could accomplish it in the 
present circumstances of Europe, the 
motion was negatoved by a large ma- 
jority. A similar motion to that made 
by Lord Grenville in the House of 
Lords was made the following day in 
the House of Commons by Mr Hor- 
ner, with the same result. 

Although the attempts of ministers 
to prevail upon the French govern- 
ment to accede to the instant abolition 
of the slave trade had proved ineffec- 
tual, yet the advocates of a humane 
and enlightened policy were not dis- 
couraged. They looked forward to 
the congress of the European powers 
for justice, and implored the ministers 
of the crown to use their most strenu- 
ous endeavours upon this great occa- 
sion. On the 30th of June the Mar- 
quis of Lansdowne moved an address 
in the House of Lords, expressive 
of the deep regret felt by their lord- 
ships, that the exertions of his Royal 

S hness the Prince Regent for the 
ition^of the slave traffic had not 
been attended with more complete sue- 
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cess ; and also expressing the earnest 
hope of their lordships, thjit his Royal 
Highness might be able to form new 
arrangements with France for the pur- 
pose of bringing about this desirable 
result. At the same time, entreating 
that his Royal Highness would use 
his utmost influence at the approach- 
ing congress, to procure a declaration 
that this traffic was contrary to the 
law of nations, and one which ought 
to be abolished over the whole of the* 
civilized world.’* , 

In support of this motion the mar- 
quis addressed the House at some 
length, discussing with, much ability 
all the topics which JiadT entered into 
the reasoning upon this vast subject 
on former occasions. The Earl of Li- 
verpool heartily concurred in the mo- 
tion, but proposed to introduce into 
the address, words expressive of their 
satisfaction at the abolition by Sweden 
and Holland, especially by the latter, 
preceding the expression of their re- 

f ret at the failure with regard to 
Vance. 

The Marquis of Lansdowne had 
no objection whatever to this amend- 
ment. 

The proposed address was unani- 
mously agreed to. 

The fate of Norway had excited 
great commiseration throughout Eng- 
land. In a most difficult and ardent 
cris is of European affairs, the British 
government, with the view of securing 
the assistance of Sweden, had agreed 
to guarantee to that country a por- 
tion of the territory of a hostile pow- 
er, and to co-operate, shpuld it be 
,, found impossible to bring over the 
Danish government to the general 
confederacy of Europe, in severing 
from it the territory so much coveted 
by our ally. It may be equally difficult 
to ascertain, or to disprove, the justice 
or the policy of this arrangement ; but 
' as the Norwegians, whose interests were 
• thus chiefly committed, manifested a 


spirit of decided hostility towards the* 
Swedish government, to which they 
w^e thus transferred without their own 
consent ; and as it be^me evident, 
that to execute the conditions of this 
treaty, the most severe measures must 
be resorted to, and a blockade of the 
Norwegian ports undertaken by Great 
Britain, strong feelings of sympathy 
with the sufferings pf this people be- 
gan to prevail. Earl Grey, whether 
in obedience tet the impulse of such a 
feeli)=»g, or in conformity with what he 
supjJosed to be the dictates of a wise 
and liberal policy, made a motion in 
the House of Lords, on the 10th of 
May, “ That an humble address be 
pcpsented to his Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent, humbly to request 
that his Royal Highness .would be 
graciously pleased to interpose his 
mediation to rescue the unoffending 
people of Norway from the dreadful 
alternative of famine, or of subjugation 
to the yoke of a foreign and hostile 
power ; and that during the discussion 
of such proposals as his Royal High- 
ness may be advised to mate for this 
most desirable object, all hostile ope« 
rations on the part of this country, 
against a people struggling for the 
sacred right o^mational independencCf 
may be discontinued.” 

In times •like these,” he said, 
marked by so many extraordinary 
transactions, fraught with so many 
vicissitudes, and replete with so many 
danger?, whose auspicious termination 
is, 1 trust*, about to re-establish the 
tranquillity of Europe ; even in this 
eventful period, it would not be pos- 
sible to bring, before your lordships a 
question of greater importance, one 
more intimately connecte i with all 
those principles of justice and honour 
which estabjish the sfeurity of nations, 
than that to which I now mean to so- 
licit jjiour lordships* attention. Every 
maxim of good policy — every maxim 
of political and moral justice, all those 
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jFeelings which are imprinted on the 
hearts of men by the unerring haiid of 
divine truth, before they are transfer- 
red into our public codes of legisla- 
tion, all th^e must be deliberately 
considered by your lordships this 
night, ere you decide upon the fate 
ot Norway, ere you determine her 
rights as a nation, ere you dispose of 
the destiny, perhaps the existence, of 
her peo\)le. Arid what people is it 
whose fate you are thus to decide ? — 
A people who have never done you 
any wrong, who have never injured 
any of ybur interests ; a people who 
are known to you only by their virtu- 
ous character, by their meritorious 
services, by tlieir interchange of good 
ofhccs, by their extension of your 
commercial relations, ajid by their 
constant and unremitting discharge of 
all those duties which constitute the 
moral greatness and happiness of a na- 
tion— 1 will not do your lordships the 
injustice to suppose that it is necessary 
to bespeak your patient and impartial 
attention to this subject, still It ‘■s to 
suspect that you can be disinclined to 
the consideration of it at all. I shall 
proceed, therefore, to lay before you 
those views of it which 1 entcitain, 
and which, if adopted-djy your lord- 
sliips in your decision this night, may 
be sufficient ground to induce you to 
controul the executive government in 
what may appear contrary to sound 
policy, contrary to that which is es- 
sentially chaiacteristic of all sound 
policy, justice, or which is incompati- 
ble with the honour and dignity of 
the British crown, I’here is one thing, 
however, which I wish to premise. It 
cannot be necessary t^^t^^^cal your lord- 
•hrps’ attention to the treaty that was 
signed witli Sweden last year, which 
was laid before ♦your lordships, and 
which your lordships sanctioned, not- 
withstanding the opposition which was 
made to it by myself and some of my 
friends. It nray be prejudice, it may'' 


be obstinacy, or it may be ignorance 
in me ; buy the opinion I then ex* 
pressed I still retain in its fullest ex- 
tent ; I still think that British policy 
never sustained a deeper shock, the 
British character never received a deep- 
er stain, than in that transaction. I do 
not wish that you should retrace your 
steps, or recal a sanction, which, per- 
haps, it is no longer in your power to 
withhold — neither do I wish you to 
r recommend any evasion of stipulations, 
or to escape any .conditions, to the 
perforrr ance of which the good faith 
and honour of the country arc pled- 
ged, however much it might be wish- 
ed that such obligations had never 
been contracted. I know how weak 
my influence is in this House, and 
that whatever I may possess, little as 
it IS, depends upon the credit, I trust, 
I have in it for sincerity and candour ; 
but 1 will say, that there is no induce- 
ment on earth would urge me to per- 
suade you to recede from objects which 
are stipulated and secured by the so- 
lemn guarantee of tieaties. i arti ih- 
capable of pleading for such a cause 
by any trick of argument, or any sub- 
tleties of distinction ; and if it shall 
appear that under a fair construction 
of the Swedish treaty, we have con- 
tracted an engagement of assisting by 
the co-operation of force in the reduc- 
tion of Norway ; if that can be shewn ; 
if it can be shewn that the conditions 
agreed to require us now to act, and" 
that the measures taken to blockade 
Norway can be justified by honour 
and justice ; then, my lords, i call 
upon you to reject the motion I pro- 
pose to submit to you. But, on the 
contrary, if it shall appear that you 
have contracted no such engagement, 
that while your good faith remains 
free and untouched, the measures you 
are pursuing are in direct violation of 
national honour, of social rights,- and 
of political justice ; why, then, 1 hope 
I shall not plead in vain at a moment 
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like the present, when all these prin- 
ciples are acknowledged and respected 
ih the great questions that are now un - 
der discussion, as affecting the whole 
of Europe. 

“ The subjects which naturally pre- 
sent thems<.‘lvc8 for your lordships* 
consideration are, 

First, Whether under a fair con- 
struction of the treaty wi^h Sweden 
such obligations can be urged as must 
be contended for to justify the mea-, 
tures that are now pursuing ; 

‘‘ Secondly, Wlfetherthe obligations 
themselves are such as can be vindica- 
ted, according to the establislu d prin- 
ciples of the law of nations, and the 
political rights of mankind ; 

** Thirdly, Whether the King of 
Sweden, by the faithful performance of 
his part of the contract, was entitled 
to call upon us for the full dischaige 
of our part of it ; and, 

** Lastly, Whether the maxims of 
sound policy could justify such mea- 
sures as arc now pursuing with regard 
to Norway. 

The first of these is a question of 
construction merely, and here it will 
be necessary to refer to the treaty of 
last year, to carry back our recollec- 
tions to the period when it was fra- 
med, to the objects contemplated at 
the time, and to the explanations gi- 
ven of it by the framers themselves ; 
that is, by his majesty’s ministers. It 
^1 be unnecessary to recal to your 
lordships ,the' circumstances under 
which that treaty was entered into. 
The invasion of Russia had taken 
place : an invasion which character- 
^ised, more than any other eVent I can 
remember, that system of violence and 
injustice pursued by the late govern- 
ment of France, and which has recent- 
ly been so nobly revenged in the way 
that led to the present auspicious situ- 
atiourof public affairs in Europe. We 
, acceded to the terms of a treaty con- 
, eluded between Russia and Sweden, 


by which we agreed, provided Sweden^ 
performed certain conditions, not to 
opjDose the annexation of Norway to 
Sweden, but to usl- our good offices 
in obtaining that annexaCion, and even 
to employ force for the purpose, if 
necessary Upon what conditions, 
however, did the employment of force 
depend ? Force was not to be employ- 
ed unless the King of Denmark refu- 
sed to join the nortllern alliarfce. If, 
therefore, by the co operation of force 
we made the King of Denmark join 
the allied powers, then we accomplish- 
ed all that we undertook, tind every 
stipulation was thus fulfilled. This, 
and this alone, was what we specifi- 
cally undertook. As to what might 
be the subsequent condition of the 
people of Norway, it formed no part 
of our engagements ; we did not gua- 
rantee the peaceable possession of the 
country by Sweden. I wish your lord- 
ships attention to be particularly fix- 
ed upon this ; because, in the treaty 
between Sweden and Russia, the pos- 
session 18 guaranteed, while it is ex- 
cepted and excluded in our treaty 
with Swede^i. It cannot, therefore, be 
contended, that we are bound to any 
such guarantee ; and with regard to 
the mi-re con ‘Struct inn of the treaty, 
the case is clear and distinct. But I 
should be sorry^to stop here : I s]u)uld 
be sorry to rest upon any judgment of 
my own, when so much ni^^her autho- 
rities are within my reach, hikI which 
amply ^support my coiiFtruction. I 
have, I say, the authority of the fra- 
mers of the treaty themselves : his 
majesty’s ministers are my authorities. 
And here I beg leave, in the first 
place, to refcV ' o a paper, which, for 
reasons that I am unacquainted with, 
has not yet found its way to the pub- 
lic eye, "in tlie usu?J course of such 
documents.’ In the treaty signed with 
Denmark on the I4th of last January, 
I find', in the t^nth article, the follow- 
ing declaration : — Whereas his Da- 
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nish majesty, in virtue of the treaty of 
^eace this day concluded with the King 
of Sweden, has to his said majesty 
ceded Norway for a certain provided 
indemnity ; hie Britannic majesty, who 
thus has seen his engagements con- 
tracted with Sweden in this respect 
fulfilled, promises, &c.'* Here is an 
acknowledgment on the part of those 
who framed the treaty, that the ces- 
sion of Norway by Denmark ( I shall 
say a word or two presently upon its 
validity and execution) was a com- 
plete fulfilment on our part of the 
conditions » which we had stipulated. 
But the question does not even rest 
here. 1 have referred your lordships 
to what passed last year, when the 
terms of the Swedish treaty were did- 
cussed. It will be remembered that 
questions arose, and doubts were sta- 
ted by myself and others, as to the 
extent of our engagements with re- 
gard to ensuring the peaceable pos*' 
session of Norway and Guadaloupe; 
and It was answered, that no guaran- 
tee of their peaceable possession was 
either expressed or implied. In ano- 
ther place, my lords, I have also, in 
support of my argument, the authori- 
ty of that particular minister (Lord 
Castlereagh) whose peculiar duty it 
is to watch over bur foreign relations, 
and whose authority, if there can be 
any difference of weight between the 
authority of one minister and another, 
is most entitled to prevail. He, in re- 
ply to some questions that were asked, 
expressed his surprise in the first place, 
that any one could be so unacquainted 
with the nature of public treaties, as to 
imagine that any guarantee could be 
contracted which was expressed ; 
and in the second, declared, that no 
guarantee was contracted with Swe- 
den for the peaceable possession of 
Norway. Why,^then, if this be cor- 
rect, and from the manner of the no- 
ble lord opposite he seems to assent 
to it, I calf upon you, my lords, to 


declare, whether the cession of Nor- 
way to Sweden was not the only ob- 
ject in view, ’ and not the securing its 
peaceable possession. I do say, there- 
fore, that I think a plainer case upon 
the construction of a treaty never ex- 
isted, and that we are fettered by no 
such obligation as that by which the 
blockade of Norway is now defended. 
The employment of force, as I have 
already shewn, was made to depend 
upon the performance or non-perform- 
ance of certain things by Denmark ; 
and even if force were resorted to, it 
was to be used with every possible re- 
gard to the comfort and feelings of 
the inhabitants of Norway. At what 
a moment, too, are we now called upon 
to co-operate with Sweden in forcing 
the Norwegians to submission ? After 
Denmark has acceded to the northern 
alliance ; when her troops have march- 
ed in support of the common cause ; 
and when she has not only ceded Nor- 
way, as far as she could cede it, but 
has fulfilled that condition upon the 
refusal of which the co-operation of 
force was distinctly made to depend. 
Upon the question of construction, 
therefore, if it rested upon that ground 
only, I think a clearer case is made out 
than was ever submitted to parliament. 
But there are other grounds. When 
there is any thing ambiguous, nothing 
is more obvious, than that where two 
meanings are contended for, the one 
lawful and the other not, we are bow^ 
in any case, and especially in a doubt- 
ful case, to do that which is lawful. 
But when we come to consider k ques- 
tion of right, and whether this is an 
obligation which we did or can con- 
tract, 1 maintain that it is fundament- 
ally void, as contrary to the most ac- 
knowledged principles of law and jus- 
tice. I speak in the hearing of law- 
yers, who are not unused to subtleties 
of distinction, nor to those ewions 
which they so often defeat ; and 1 ask 
them, whether any individual, seeking 
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the fulfilment of a contract depending 
upon an unlawful obligation, would 
be fistened to in a court of justice ? 
He would be told, and justly told, 
that his loss was his own fault ; the 
consequence of his own dishonesty, in 
attempting to evade those moral ties 
which are binding upon every man of 
honour. This would be the language 
of the law, with regard to individuals ; 
and, my lords, amongst nati6n8, though 
there is no such superior tribunal to 
appeal to, yet the principles are th^ 
same ,in the one case and the other, 
whether between individuals or be- 
tween states. No matter to what de- 
gree the impunity of poster may silence 
‘ the claims of right,* its nature cannot 
be altered ; it is equally sacred, equal- 
ly important, and is equally to be re- 
cognised in every attempt to protect 
the weak against the strong. Let us 
examine now, what are the rights of 
kings in relation to their subjects. If 
the question stood upon that single 
foundation, the common advantages 
and .the common consent of the peo- 
ple, if it were limited by that condi- 
tion which imposes the mutual obli- 
gation of allegiance and protection, it 
would be easily decided. The rights 
of the sovereign over his subjects are 
not the rights of property ; they do 
not confer the privilege of transferring 
them from one owner to another, like 
cattle attached to the soil. If this 
wre all we had to consider, 1, in speak- 
ing to a British house of parliament, 
speaking in the nineteenth century, 
and at*an era like the present, should 
only need to state the principle, and 
^btain its sanction by universal accla- 
mation. His majesty sits on the throne 
in virtue of the recognition of this fun- 
damental principle ; we stand here, and 
enjoy freedom of speech, upon its ba- 
sis, that a prince using his power to 
the jpjury of his people, or, in the 
jyords of our ancestors, having been 
guilty of violating the origifiaT com- 


pact between the sovereign Vnd the 
people, forfeits his right to the crowift 
If James, instead of invading the rights 
aiAi liberties of the subject in the way 
he did, had meditated the monstrous 
scheme of transferring the people of 
this country to the jurisdiction and 
possession of a foreign power, would 
that have been considered^a less crime 
against the general rights of mankind, 
or a less infringement upon that com- 
pact by which kings reign and sub- 
jects obey ? 

** The King of Denmark,*^ his lord- 
ship contended, had no rjght to ali- 
enate the sovereignty of Norway with- 
out the consent of the people. He 
might withdraw himself from their 
pvotection, he might absolve them from 
their allegiance to him, but he had no 
right to transfer that allegiance to any 
other state ; it became then the right 
of the people to decide to whom their 
allegiance should be given. Was it 
necessary for him to quote authorities 
in support of this doctrine, which wa» 
upheld by the first principles of natu- 
ral right and justice ? If, however, 
ajuthorities in support of so plain and 
clear a priifciple were to be considered 
requisite, the best writers upon public 
law were undoubtedly on that sidc.^* 
His lordship here r^d passages from 
Grotius, Puffendorff, and Vattel, all 
clearly maintaining the doctrine, that 
the sovereign of a state could not 
transfer the allegiance of the people } 
that he might, in case of necessity, 
withdrJw his garrisons from their 
towns, and give up all claim to their 
obedience but that it then rested with 
the people to determine to whom they 
would submit, ** It might, perhaps, be 
suggested on the other side, that there 
was a difference between a sovereignty 
and a pstfrimony. Nothing, however, 
could be found in tlfese writers to ren- 
der this question at all clear ; and the 
note»*on Grotius shewed its absurdity, 
by stating the reasoning in a circle. 
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which alone applied to it, namely, 
that a patrimony was a state or de- 
pendency which might be transferred, 
although an integral state could ndt. 
Upon this poipt, however, there could 
be no doubt with regard to Norway, 
that the King of Denmark was the so- 
vereign, and not the proprietor, and 
therefore had no right to transfer the 
allegiance of the people. Norway, in 
the earli^f period /)f its history, was, 
like England, divided into many petty 
states, which were subsequently all 
united under the dominion of Harold 
Harfager. ^ Much division afterwards 
arose in consequence of the claims of 
his numerous family. They were at 
length united with Denmark, under 
Canute the Great. Subsequently Noir- 
way belonged sometimes to Sweden 
and sometimes to Denmark, with in- 
tervals of uidependencc ; but ultimate- 
ly, about the year 1360, was united to 
the latter by the marriage of the King 
of Norway to the heiress of Denmark. 
It was, however, only united under 
one sovereignty, the states of Norway 
being an independent legislature, as the 
parliament of Ireland was before ih^ 
union of that kingdom to Great Bri- 
tain. Norway was, therefore, an in- 
tegrally independent state. Instances 
of transfers of tefritory were noticed 
in the winters whom he had quoted, 
such as Franche Comte and Lorrain, 
and liefs in Germany ; but in none of 
them was there any instance given of 
the transfer of an integrally independ- 
ent state without the consent 'of the 
people. Cases might also be mention- 
ed of tlic transfer of colonies and de- 
pendencies, such as Martinique and 
Guadaloupe ; but none ^f these had 
any bearing whatever tfpoii the ques- 
tion, nor in these instances had any 
opposition been made by the, people 
transferred. He' tiusted,. however, 
that no argument of this kind, which 
referred merely to colonies aiid» de- 
pendencies, would be brought forward 


as an endeavour to justify the attempt 
to transfer the allegiance of the whole 
people of an* independent state, with- 
out their consent, an attempt made in 
contradiction to the established max- 
ims of public law, and the firsr princi- 
ples of right and justice. To try the 
effect, as to public opinion, 'of attempt- 
ing to force the people of Norway to 
submit, they need only look back to 
an event within the recollection of 
many of their lordships, the subjuga- 
tion of Corsica by France : who was 
there that thought ^f justifying the 
conduct of France towards Corsica ? 
who was tlxTc that dreamed of stig- 
matizing tlie qipposition of the people 
of Corsica to the unjust pretensions of 
France, as rebellious ? And was it to 
be supposed, that an attempt to com- 
pel by force the people of Norway to 
submit to the domination of a foreigner 
would not be viewed by all mankind 
with feelings of detestation ? In what 
light was the project of Edward the 
First upon Scotland, and the means he 
took to carry it into execution, viewed 
by impartial posterity, and justly stig- 
matized by the historian ; means which 
bore a strong resemblance to those re- 
cently used with regard to Spain. Ed- 
ward having got into his power Baliol^ 
the claimant to the Scottish crown,^ 
forced him to sign an absolute renun- 
ciation of all his claims ; and then en- 
deavoured to compel, by force of arms,# 
the people of Scotland to submit to 
his sway ? Who was there that now 
stigmatized Wallace as a traitor for 
defending his country against the un- 
just pretensions of Edward ? who vi'as 
there that did not consider the execu-« 
tion of that hero as a foul stain upon 
the character of tlie greatest captain 
of his age, which obscured all the glo^ 
ries of his reign ? 

“ Scots, wild hae wi* Wallace bled, 

Scots, wiioin Bruce has often 

Welcome to your gory bed, ' ^ 

s Or to victory I” 
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Who was there that heard these 
lines who did not feel his heart beat 
high with the fervour of patriotism, 
WHO did not feel his muscles dilate 
with .sensations of ecstacy at the pa- 
triotic sentiments mamft?sted by a 
whole people in defence of their in- 
dependence ? The same spirit was dis- 
played by the Scottish barons in their 
declaration. The same principle was 
also acknowledged by tlic French king, 
when the Pope declared this kingdom 
forfeited, and triinsterred it to him*; 
who, stated, that^it could not be trans- 
ferred without the ccMiseiit of the ba- 
rons of England. When the cession 
likewise of some part* of France was 
made by Ricl^fd II., the people re- 
sisted it, upoW the ground tliat there 
existed no right to transfer their alle- 
giance. Every thing, therefore, clear- 
ly proved the principle, that no sove- 
reign possessed a right to transfer the 
allegiance of the people over whom he 
ruled — a principle distinctly understood 
and distinctly recognised — a principle 
founded in natural right and justice, 
and supported as such by every writer 
of any authority upon public law. The 
King of Denmark had done all that we 
were by treaty bound to assist in com- 
elling him to do, namely, to cede the 
ingdom of Norway ; to transfer the 
allegiance of the people was beyond 
his power — was what he had no right 
•to do, and what therefore no country 
had any right to interfere to bring 
about by compulsion, where no legal 
power existed to make the demand.’^ 
Hh» lordship then entered at consi- 
derable length into the question, how 
^,far (laying aside thegcnera4 point of po- 
licy and just feeling) Sweden had deser- 
ved this great sacrifice, by her exertions 
in the common cause ; and strongly 
contended that she had not. This his 
lordship endeavoured to prove by a 
variety of statements ; and insisted, 
^BTat Sweden having so failed, was not 
entitled to call upon our government 
to perforna its part of«the treaty. His 


W 

lordship then proceeded in tlie follo^'-- 
ing terms ; 

It is said by the advocates for the 
jifolicy of ministers, and with some air 
of -triumpli too, that ^ery important 
advantages have been promised to the 
Norwegian people, if they would sub- 
mit to be transferred to the dominion 
of Sweden. I have seen, no doubt, a 
proclamation upon this subject con- 
taining many promises ; bift how and 
when this proclamation was circulated, 
it is unnecessary to observe, I shaR^ 
however, observe, that similarly flatter- 
ing promises were made by France to 
Corsica ; but were they ever perform- 
ed ? Still the proclamation of the Swe- 
dish government was accompanied by a 
demand that the Norwegians should 
submit ; or if not, that force would be 
employed to comp<d their^snbmission. 
Tlierefore, no alternative was left to 
these people, while promises of liberty 
were made, backed by the threat of a 
military force. But even admitting 
these promises were made in perfect 
good faith, is it to be argued, that any 
country shall be obliged to accept 
.what a foreign state thinks proper to 
consider as happiness ? No sort of ty- 
ranny can, in my judgment, be concei- 
ved more complete, than that a govern- 
ment should undertake to choode and 
force a people to submit to that sys- 
tem which such government may re- 
gard as happy, although the people 
might think quite the contrary. Upon 
the authority, however, of the agent 
ior Norway, nowin this country, who 
is, in my opinion, eminently entitled to 
peculiar respect and ix^gard, I can un- 
dertake to state, that the Norwegian 
neither is, no'* has been, a despotic go- 
vernment ; but, on the contrary, that, 
although nominally despotic, the peo- 
ple have always enjoyed the utmost 
practical happiness, and that of course 
the people of Norway would 

•* 

“ rather bear the ilU they have, 

Tluinfly to that they kn./Nv not ot ’* 
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But, 1 repeat, that rather, infinitely 
rather, than have Norway transferred 
to Sweden, 1 should wish to see it 
erected into an independent statc.-i- 
Therefore, I maintain, that whatever 
terms or promises may be held out to 
the Norwegians by the Swedish go- 
vernment, I should deprecate the hos- 
tility waged against Norway, because 
the feeling of the people of Norway is 
decidedly adverse t© the connection. 

I have quoted many cases to your 
lordships from the highest authorities 
on record ; but I will now quote one 
case which must be immediately pre- 
aent to your memory, and which is 
quite analogous to this question, 1 
mean the case of Spain ; in the deli- 
very of which country from the yoke 
of a foreign state, our army was so 

f loriously triumphant. Ferdinand the 
eventh ceded his government and 
crown to Buonaparte ; and if it was 
the right of Ferdinand to make that 
cession, it was equally the right of 
Denmark to cede Norway. Yet the 
Spanish people resisted the cession, and 
we seconded that resistance— although 
this country had at a remote period as- 
serted the right of Baliol to surrender 
the Scottish throne to Edward the 
First, which is a precedent, however, 
I should think not likely to be quoted 
upon the present occasion. The ‘ uni- 
versal Spanish nation,’ as it was de- 
nominated, rushed into insurrection 
against the act of its monarch, and we, 
I repeat, supported the right of that 
people. If it be stated, that Ferdi- 
nand yielded to the compulsion of cir- 
cumstances, I will ask, whether any 
circumstances of compulsion existed to 
extort from Denmark the surrender of 
Norway, and whether the same princi- 
ple which justified an interposition in 
favour of the Spanish people does not 
equally call for interposition in favour 
of the people of Norway — or whether 
we could consistently maintain ’ that 
principle with respect to Spain, and 


suddenly turn round and abandon it 
with respect to Denmark ? 

We have been told, that a nego«' 
ciation has been instituted with respect 
to Norway ; but if it were said that 
this negociation left any opening for 
an arrangement agreeable to the will 
of the Norwegian people, L should in- 
stantly withdraw my motion. Under- 
standing, however, that it leaves no al- 
ternative to' this gallant people, but 
submission to a power which it detests, 
ahd that force is employed to compel 
that submission, I feci it my dut,y to 
persevere. I feel it a duty which I owe 
to humanity to rescue it from outrage, 
—I feel it a duty which I owe to my 
country, and to your jordships, not to 
allow its character amt yours to be 
stained by an acquiescence in that out- 
rage. I have therefore thought it my 
duty to bring forward the motion with 
which I mean to conclude ; and as to 
the capability of the Norwegians to 
resist foreign domination, and especial- 
ly Sweden, let your lordships judge 
from their conduct in the days of Gus- 
tavus Adolphus and Charles XII. 
I do besides feel a lively interest in fa- 
vour pf a nation struggling so valiant- 
ly as the Norwegians continue to do, 
in support of their rights and privi- 
leges ; and it will be consistent with 
the honour and character of this coun- 
try, and your lordships, to manifest a 
similar feeling. If it be said, that the 
tendency of my motion would be to 
engage this country in a war with 
Russia and Sweden, still 1 should say, 
that, whatever result might follow, I 
would ask my country, for the sake of 
its.'credit and character, for the sake 
of justice and humanity, to co-operate 
in the honourable and glorious cause 
of Norway.” 

The noble lord concluded with mo- 
ving, “ That an humble address be 
presented to his Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent, humbly to request that 
his Royal Highness would be graci- 
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ously pleased to interpose his media- 
tion to rescue the unoffending people 
of Norway from the dreadful alterna- 
tive of famine, or of aubiugation to the 
yoke of a foreign and hostile power ; 
and that during the discussion of such 
proposals as his Royal Highness may be 
advised to make for this most desirable 
object, all hostile operations on the 
part of this country, against a people 
struggling for the sacred 'right of na- 
tional independence, may be disconti- 
nued.” 

Tjie Earl of Harrowby said, « that 
as he felt at all times considerable dif- 
ficulty in addressing their lordships, 
that difficulty was greatly increased, 
from his being obliged to oppose the 
noble earl who had last addressed their 
lordships, in a speech replete with all 
the considerations that could affect 
mankind, dressed in the most glowing 
eloquence, and supported by all the 
advantages which could arise from the 
most extensive review of the subject. 
But if their lordships would not per- 
mit themselves to be dazzled by the 
brilliancy of eloquence, or confounded 
by the light of antiquarian research, 
but would admit a little practical com- 
mon sense into the discussion, he hoped 
he should be able to persuade them to 
reject the proposition which had been 
submitted to their judgment by the 
noble earl. He (Lord H.) should, in 
* the consideration of the important sub- 
ject before the House, take as the first 
that topic which the noble earl had ta- 
ken in that order, viz. the construc- 
tion 6f the treaty of this government 
with Sweden. The noble earl (Grey) 

, had contended, that after having pro- 
cured the nominal cession of Norway 
to the Swedish crown, we had perform- 
ed all which by treaty we were bound 
to perform, and that our present ef- 
forts were gratuitous. The contrary, 
however, he trusted, he should be able 
persuade the House, was the true 
construction j for what war'the inten- 


tion of the parties at the tim*e of con- 
tracting the treaty ? It was the desire 
of this country, at a time when the co- 
iteration of Sweden was most essential 
to the interests of Europe, to obtain 
the assistance of that power against 
the common enemy ; and to that end 
we engaged to put Sweden in posses- 
sion of Norway ; which being in the 
possession of a hostile state, gendered 
It insecure for Sweden to* withdraw 
from its owp territories its military 
force. Our intentions, therefore, were 
such, that even if the words had not 
been so binding as they aotually were, 
there would be no doubt but that we 
should hona fide be held to secure to 
Sweden the possession of the country 
hi question. In the treaty between the 
Emperor of Russia and King of Swe- 
den, the former power pltdged itself 
to the latter that it would, by negocia- 
tion or by military co-operation, pro- 
cure for the crown of Sweden the pos- 
session of Norway. The crown of 
Great Britain, also, pledged itself to 
effect the same object, cither by its 
good offices with Denmark, or by its 
jiaval co-operation. It was certainly 
provided, that we should not attempt 
to employ force without making fair 
offers to Denmark to induce it to ac- 
cede to the generaf confederacy. He 
( Lord H. ) therefore, contended, that 
unless in the nature of the treaty there 
was something which rendered it null 
and void, or in the conduct of the 
other ^contracting party, something 
which should absolve us from our en- 
gagements, we ought not to stop short 
at the nominal cession. He was unwil- 
ling to detain their lordships longer on 
this subject, because it appeared to 
him as plain as any proposition possi- 
bly could be, that this was the true 
construction. But there was another 
circumstance adduced by the noble earl 
(Grey), that Russia had guaranteed 
the^^ossession of Norway to Sweden, 
and that we had not guaranteed it; 
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’Whence he conclufled, that it was mere- 
ly the cession by treaty that we under- 
took to procure. But why did we no^ 
guarantee the possession ? Because it 
had been a part' of the wise policy of 
thid fcOiintry, which had been adhered 
to in this as in every other case, that 
we should avoid guaranteeing the per- 
petual possession of any country. As 
to the justice of the treaty in question, 
the noble ^arl (Grey) had quoted se- 
veral grave authorities, which he ( Lord 
H.) much rejoiced were not now', as 
they had at one time been, disregarded, 
as he considered them most imjiortant 
landmarks in the wdde field of politics ; 
but though these writers were good 
*]udges of political property, yet they 
could not be held to possess that infal- 
libility which even good catholics de- 
nied to the shpreme pontiff, whose dic- 
tates were not supposed to be infalli- 
ble, unless they were consistent with 
the consent and practice of the univer- 
sal church. If, however, these writers 
were unanimous, it would be a great 
stretch of presumption in an individual 
to oppose their decision ; but there 
was certainly great differenpe among 
the writers on the law of nations on 
rhis subject ; some asserting that a p^'- 
iL'mcmul sovercignt^y could not he con- 
veyed by its sovereign, wdiile Grotius 
malijtained that any sovereignty might 
be alienated by him to wtiom it clearly 
belonged* The noble earl (Grey) had 
quoted an author of great weight (Vat- 
lel), to prove that a kingdom i:ouId 
not be alienated without the consent of 
its inhabitants ; yet that same author 
states, that if any towoi or province be 
wrested by arms from its sovereign, it 
had HO cause to complain. There was 
another author for wdiom their lord- 
ships w'ould have a great respect — he 
meant Dr Paley, whose opinioii on 
this subject might not be useless* He 
said, that the law of nations depended 
on the fact of its being established^no 
master when op by whom. Looking, 


therefore, at those treaties by which 
long wars had been concluded, as thef 
practical exposition of the law of na- 
tions, we should find, that on many oc- 
casions had cessions been made of whole* 
states. By the treaty of Westphalia, 
and by that of Utrecht, as well as by 
that of Amiens, which terniinated the 
late war, cessions of whole countries 
had been made. This last treaty had 
been considered as unjust, by several 
lords who were then present ; but 
among the great men of all parties — 
among all those who inculpated that 
treaty, there was no one found who 
thought it unjust merely because it 
ceded countries*^ though some thought 
it unjust because it ceded countries 
which had been guaranteed by former 
conventions. Among the countries 
ceded at different times by these trea- 
ties, were the small states of Italy, Si- 
cily, ( formerly as much an independent 
state as any other) , Naples, and the Low 
Countries : indeed, almost every state, 
except the great countries of Europe, 
had at times been transferred from one 
power to another. If the proposition 
of the noble earl ( Grey ) were adopted, 
what would become of the saying of 
the great Lord Chatham, — that he 
would conquer Germany in America ? 
If it were denied that Sweden could 
juvStly conquer Norway in Holstein, 
the saying of that great man would be 
founded on gross injustice. No sove- 
reign, he would allow, could cede the 
whole of his dominions ; but when 
sorely pressed in war by a foreign 
j)ower, he might, for the salvatibn of 
the remainder, cede a part of his terri- 
tories ; the inhabitants of which were 
then bound to submit peaceably, for 
the general good of the whole state. 
To bring this proposition to the test 
of all public law, general utility, how 
would it be found to stand ? Unless 
this proposition were adopted, it would 
be found that there could be no altera- 
tion in the 6tate of Europe without ihc 
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completi* conquest of some state. ( f 
it were nwssjry to ol/gin tne ronseut 
of tht' pf"ple in ord(*r to aulborise the 
cession of any state, whit would be the 
cousetjUMice : A power iniL^ht find it- 
self in possession of a province b. lung- 
ing to another state, which it would 
willingly relinquish for some oti'.er por- 
tion of territory, which its enemy 
would be .willing lo cede ^ but yet this 
arrangement, however wished for by 
both parties, could not be carried into 
effect, because it was impo;.sible that 
the 'power which was willing to cede 
could secure the consent. of tlie inha- 
bitants of the lerritory^which it wished 
to deliver over. By. reason of this state 
of things, it would b(* necessary for the 
conquering power to resort to means 
for disarming the inhabitants, and every 
species of tyranny, because their sub- 
mission could never be calculated on. 
Mo such thing as a treaty of peace 
could exist ; all things must remain at 
the end of the war as they were at the 
beginning, or one of the contending 
countries must have been completely 
subdued by and incorporated with the 
other. Rather than admit the confu- 
sion to which such a rule of action 
would necessarily lead, he was disposed 
to admit the general rule, — Bubject 
certainly to many exceptions, — that 
every part of a sovereignty ought to 
hold itself bound, if ceded by its legal 
government, quietly to submit to the 
government of the power to which it 
was ceded ; and that every part of a 
state should consider itself liable to be 
ceded at any time for the general wel- 
fare of the state. I n the s^me manner, 
for the safety and happiness of the 
whole community was the welfare and 
liberty of individuals restrained and im- 
paired. *He would ask the noble earl 
( Grey) whether there could really be 
any parallel between the cases of A or- 
y^v and that of Spain > if that noble 
earl thought the two cases \^re paral- 
lel, there was some such radical differ- 


ence betfween the mind of that noMe 
earl and his own, that he (Lord H.) 
lespaired of making any of his argu- 
ments ctimprehensible V) the noble earl. 
Was tliere no difference between the 
cession of the whole of a sovereign's 
dominions and the cession of a part for 
the gocal of the whole ? Was there no 
diff* rence between cession produced by 
personal compulsion, and ^ssion ne- 
cessitated by the danger of the state ? 
When a sovereign yielded a part of his 
dominions through personal compul- 
sion, he had no will of his qwn ; where- 
as in the other case the monarch acted 
deliberately for the good of the nation. 
Was theie no dissimilarity in the casesj 
jn one of which the whole Spanish na- 
tion was driven to resist the oppression 
of the French government4 and that of 
Norway, which had been ceded by the 
Danish gu vcrnmeiit, and was thus de- 
livered from an arbitrary power to a 
free government, with all the blessings 
offered to it which a free constitution 
could bestow ?” 

With respect to the performance of 
llie treaty on the part of Sweden, the 
*Noble L.Trd went into some detail to 
shew, that Sweden had not neglected 
its due propoition of exertion in the 
great cause. As tt> Norway, on the 
other hand, he contf^nded “ that that 
country had *110 claims on our for- 
bearance ; they had never, during the 
struggle for the deliverance of Europe, 
called on us to allow them to be inde- 
pcndeTit of Denmark, but had assisted 
to the utftiostthat power 111 its co-ope- 
ration with the tyrant who then go- 
verned France and oppressed Europe. 
Was it to be considered, that a pro- 
vince, which its government was not 
able to protect, became safe when that 
government deserted it ? Was a state 
to be considered a* a polypus, whose 
head or tail, severed from it, became 
an (*»tire being ? There were facts ra- 
ther suspicious attending the declara- 
tion of the Norwegians ; the heirpre- 
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sufinptive to the crown of DNenmark 
went from Copenhagen to Norway, 
and was declared sovereign of Norway. 
The terms also pn which Sweden w;as 
willing to receive the Norwegians un- 
der its government, were sedulously 
concealed from them. But even if the 
people of Norway were in some de- 
gree sacrificed, concerning our engage- 
ments with the crown of Sweden, and 
that this was the only sacrifice to the 
general liberty of Europe,* while liber- 
ty was secured to the Norwegians by 
the prince to whom they were ceded, 
and guaranteed by one of the most 
powerful nations of Europe, he trusted 
their lordships would not think it con- 
sistent with the best policy, with ho- . 
nour, and with justice, to interrupt the 
executive government in the proceed- 
ings which it had adopted in pursuance 
of our national engagements.^^ 

The Earl of Liverpool also joined in 
the debate ; and without arguing the 
general principles of international law, 
which had been commented upon by 
Lord Grey and his friends, maintained 
that the special circumstances of this 
case ‘fully justified all that liad been 
done. He observed, “ that at an early 
part of the campaign of last year, 
Holstein and Gluckstadt had been con- 
quered from Denmark, the ally of 
France, by Russia and Sweden — that 
the King of Denmark, to save the 
most valuable parts of his dominions, 
had consented to abandon Norway ; 
and that Russia and Sweden hid ac- 
cordingly made a sacrifice of their con- 
quests. That by every treaty which 


had for many years been concluded in 
Europe, cession of territory had been 
made by the different powers— that the 
validity of these cessions, where the ne- 
cessity was apparent, and the sovereign 
ceded no rights which he himself did 
not possess, had never been questioned. 
That the King of Denmark had in 
this instance ceded no rights which he 
himself did not possess — that since 
1660 , when the nation voluntarily be- 
stowed upon him absolute power, he 
had become the most, despotic sove- 
reign in Europe— that his power to 
cede was therefore beyond doubt ; 
and that the necessity for making such 
a sacrifice was not less obvious, since, 
in return, he had received back con- 
quests made from him, compared with 
which, the other parts of his dominions 
were of small value. That the pretend- 
ed resistance of the Norwegians was of 
little importance — ^that, as they had 
during the course of the war calmly 
acquiesced in the measures of the Da- 
nish government, and had thus done 
an infinite injury, they had no right 
now, by asserting their independence, 
to prevent the allies from punishing 
their former government— that their 
present governments were not the re- 
sult of the free will of the nation, but 
of foreign interference ; and that in so 
far as their liberties were concerned, 
they were now about to be transferred 
from a despotism which trampled upon 
their privileges, to a government which 
had guaranteed their rights.** 

The motion of Earl Grey was ne- 
gatived by a very large majority. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

jfrmy and Ordnance Estimates^ — Civil List. — English and Irish Budgets. 
—Vote of Credit.-^ i^eeches of the Prince Regent ^ and of the Speaker of 
the House of Commons^ at the Close of the Session. 


On the 24;th of June Lord Palmer- 
8ton brought forward the army esti- 
mates for the year. He observed, 
** that there was no necessity for go- 
ing into a detail of the various items 
composing the estimates ; he should 
therefore confine himself to a brief no- 
tice 'of the different heads, pointing 
out such variations as occurred in each, 
and leaving, to a future period, those 
explanations that might be demanded 
of him. On a general view of the 
present estimates it would be seen, 
comparing them with those of last 
year, that there was an increase of 
7^600 men, and of 110,000/. This 
increase arose from the establishment 
of new corps, and from the augment- 
ed rates of pay granted, in the last 
year, to non-commissioned officers. 
Much importance was necessarily at- 
tached to this branch of opr military 
force, both in the field and in garri- 
son. To know how they had dischar- 
ge their duty, it was only necessary 
to look to the many great achieve- 
ments which had crowned our arms in 
the peninsula. In consequence of a 
s^ong representation from the Duke 
oi Wellington, who conceited that 
they were not sufficiently distinguish- 


ed from the common soldier, it was 
determined to make an alteration in 
their pay. It was determined to in- 
crease the pay of the serjeant-major 
to Ss. per day, and to introduce ano- 
ther description of officer between him 
and the ordinary serjcant, under the 
denomination of colour-serjeant, who 
should wear an honorary badge, and 
whose pay should be 2s. ^d. per d*y. 
The annual expence incurred by this 
regulation, in the present state of the 
army, was 20,00()L,* a trifling sum 
when compared with the greatness of 
the oWect. Anftthcr additional charge 
arose from the cavalry staff. This body 
was different from the infantry staff— 
it was composed of tried and steady 
soldiers,* selected for the purpose of 
attending tb the discipline of the ca- 
valry, when employed in active opera- 
tions ; they were paid more liberally 
than ordinary men. In our early ex- 
ertions in the peninsula, the want of 
such a corps was very much felt, and, 
under the recommendation of the Duke 
of Wellington, it wal formed, it con- 
sisted of 316 men, and the annual charge 
was I 69 O 9 OI. But this corps would no 
longer be continued, as the individuals 
who composed it would either return 
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to their respective regiments, or be 
(lisch<nrged. There was another corps, 
denominated the York chasseurs, coin- 
posed of men fvho had descrud, which 
also formed an item of the additional 
expcnce. For a considerable time past, 
every exertion was made to discourage 
the system of corporal pnnisliment in 
the army ; and, with that view, it v/as 
thought ^proper to send deserters to 
the depot at the Isle of Wight, to be 
from thence sent upon colonial or other 
service, as the commander-in-chief plea- 
sed. The 11 umber of deserters continu- 
ing to accumulate at the depot ^ it was 
deemed advisable to form them into a 
corps. It consisted of G73 men, and 
would not suffer any reduction in co^i- 
aequence of the peace. They were, he 
understood, a very efl'ective body of 
men, and were intended for colonial 
service. — With respect to the regi- 
ments for the East Indies, there was 
scarcely any alteration. On the staff 
there was an increase of 50, 0001. This 
arose on the foreign staff. On the home 
staff there was a diminution of 20001. 
occasioned by a reduction that had ta- 
ken place in the Manchester district. 
He had not made any estimate of the 
expence of the staff' under Lord Lyne- 
dock, the accounts having been made 
up before that expedition was planted. 
On this head, however, he did not mean 
to move for any thing additional, be- 
cause the saving on the staff of the 
army under the Duke of Wellington 
would fully cover that expciiceJ" There 
was an increase under the head of su- 
pernumerary officers, icceiving full pay, 
of 25,000L A diminution of l6,(K)t)I, 
would take place, on account of pay- 
masters- general, acting abroad, as the 
circumstanccsof thetime renderedthem 
no longer necessary. On tlie half-pay 
and allowances, an lidditionaj vote would 
be necessary. Tliis partly arose from 
tiie increased number of persoi^s who 
would now retire on lialf-pay, and part- 
ly froui the adoption of a measure to 


ameliorate the situation of military of- 
ficers. The, operation of the measure 
would be, to make a better provision 
for general officers, who did not com- 
mand regiments ; for the House must 
know, that there was no pay attached 
to the rank of a general, officer, cir- 
cumstanced as he had described, be- 
cause all right to pay went by regi- 
mental commission ; and by a late re- 
turn it appeared, that, previous to the 
iast brevet, there were 20 general oflv 
cers receiving the half- pay of major, 
and ()G receiving the half pay of cap- 
tain Wheo an officer, holding a com- 
mission in a regiment, was raised to 
the rank of general, his attendance 
with that regiment was dispensed with ; 
because, from his rank in the regiment^ 
he ought to obey his superior officer, 
although, by the rules of the army, 
he, being a general, would have a right 
to command the ccdonel or lieutenant- 
colonel of that regiment, in which per- 
haps he only held the commission of 
major. To prevent this, he was suf- 
fered to absent himself, and a supernu- 
merary officer was appointed. But thig 
did not deprive him of his commission, 
he still received the pay derived from 
his rank in that regiment, and, if it 
were reduced, he was entitled to half- 
pay ; and this was all he had to subsist 
on, unless he was placed on the staff. 
This situation of things was not con- 
sistent with the liberality of the coun- 
try. It existed in no other nation in 
the world. Every where else, the dif- 
ferent gradations of rank in tlwe army 
received suitable pay ; and even in our 
own navy a different system prevailedl 
There the flag-officers liad rates of pay 
apportioned to their rank. It was not, 
therefore, too much to ask that tiie 
same principle should be extended to- 
wards the military officer. The ar- 
rangement he intended to propose was, 
to place general officers of the army 
on the s^me footing as flag-officers of 
the navy, A major-general to rate as - 
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a rear-admiral, when unemployed, and 
a lieutenant-general as a vice-admiral. 
But it was not proposed^to give to a 
full general the same rate of pay as 
was received by a full admiral, but to 
confine him to what the lieutenant- 
general received. The reason of this 
was, that a general commanding a re- 
giment possessed advantages which an 
admiral did not enjoy. When this pay 
was given to general officer s; of course 
the supernumeraries in regiments would 
cease to exist. It would appear by the • 
estimates, that this new plan would 
produce an expence of 83,0001. per 
annum* The entire charge^ under this 
head, part for the half-pay, and part 
for the general officers, would proba- 
bly amount to 150 or 160,0001. per 
annum additional. But it was impos- 
aible to speak with certainty on mat- 
ters that depended on a prospective 
reduction.— The next head was that 
of pensions* There was little altera- 
tion in the item for in-pensioners. On 
the out pensioners there was an in- 
crease of 26,0001. There was a reduc- 
tion of 163,0001. under the head of 
volunteers. Of this 101,0001. arose 
from not issuing money for clothing 
during the last year to the Irish vo- 
lunteers, and 62,0001. saved by the re- 
duction of volunteer corps in Eng- 
land.” His lordship here pronounced 
a very animated eulogium on this me- 
ritorious body of men, who had bold- 
ly come forward to defend the country 
when it was threatened with invasion. 

In the local militia a great reduction 
had taken place, and it would only be 
necessary to provide for the permanent 
staff of that force, and for.those regi- 
ments that had been called out upon 
active service. In the foreign corps, 
there was a diminution of 1,100 men, 
and 29,0001. In the Military College, 
a diminution of 12,0001. In the Insh 
commissariat department, there was a 
reduction of 70,0001. occasioned by a 
fell in the price of forage, ^nd from 
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there being a smaller number of horses 
to be provided for in the present year* 
th^ in the last. In the barrack de- 
paAment there was a decrease, in 
charge, of 38,0001. A, vote of 12 
millions had been taken on account of 
these estimates, but it was not his in- 
tention to move for the whole of the 
remaining sum. He proposed to de- 
duct from the gro A amount 2,362, OOOL 
In the present state pf the coiidtry, as 
his right hon. friend, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer* had observed, it was 
impossible, in any deduction he might 
make from the vote originally propo- 
sed, to proceed on any datOf which he 
could depend upon as perfectly accu- 
rate. His calculations, in such a state 
ofethings, must necessarily be founded 
on conjectural data. It was not pos- 
sible to calculate with preciejon, when 
those calculations depended on the time 
when coloiiies would be ceded, when 
troops would return home, and a va- 
riety of other contingencies. There- 
fore, in deducting the sum he had 
mentioned, he begged it to be under- 
stood, that, if it was found necessary 
to keep up a greater establishment 
than he had*reckoned upon, he should 
not feel himself precluded from propo- 
sing a larger vote ; at the same time, 
he could assure the House, that it was 
not more the duty than it was the in- 
clination of government, to reduce the 
military establishment of the country^ 
as far as was consistent with its inte- 
rests, with as much speed as possible.” 
His lordship then recapitulated the dif- 
ferent heads of reduction, to the amount 
of 2,362,0001* — amongst which were, 
land forces 74«5,0(X)l.; militia761,000l.; 
staff 30,0001.; Irish volunteers SO, OOOL; 
local militia 421 ,0001. ; foreign corpa 
206,0001.; Irish commissariat 80,0001. ; 
Irish barracks 50,0tK)l. He then short- 
ly stated th^ steps which had been ta- 
ken to reduce the militia, the corps of 
drivesa^ the recruiting districts and the 
home staff, and concluded by moving. 
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That the sum of 1,546,0001. be 
grantee! to his majesty for the service 
of the land forces/' ^ 

Some observations were* made \>y 
Mr Ponsonby and other members of 
opposition, who recommended that the 
state of our military establishments 
rior to the war with France should 
e tahen as the crit^on in future, bo 
soon as the restoration of peace with 
Ainericd" and the "settlement of conti- 
nental affairs might permit. 

The resolutions proposed by Lord 
Palmerston were then referred to a 
committee* of supply. Before the 
House went into this committee, on 
the 11th July, Mr Freemantle said, 
he felt it his duty to deliver to the 
House his opinions on the present sta’te 
of the expenditure of the army. It 
was to be recollected, that the esti- 
mates laid before the House were for 
the service of the year, from the 25th 
of December last to the same time in 
the present year. In these estimates 
the reductions fiom the sum voted for 
last year were only two millions, and 
those eventual. Now, as far as econo- 
mical arrangements in our internal sys- 
tcih of defence could be followed, they 
might have been adopted as early as 
April last ; by the reduction thus ef- 
fected, a greater saving than one-eighth 
(which was all the reduction at pre- 
sent) of the whole expenditure would 
have been effected. If as much of 
zeal had been used by the government 
in the reduction of the txpeiidkure of 
the country at present, as they had 
formerly shewn of energy in proposing 
enlarged scales of expenditure, they 
would have been even more entitled 
than they actually were to the liberal 
praise of the country. When the de- 
tails of the estimates presented were 
looked into, they would appear more 
objectionable ; five millions were re- 
quired for the foreign troops in the 
service of this country, and the frulitia. 
Now, on these branches alone a saving 


could have been effected, if early and 
effectual measures had been adopted^ 
as great as 311 that which was more 
held out. For the staff and garrisons, 
volunteers, local militia, commissariat, 
&c. there was a charge of seven mil* 
lions, on which alone there might have 
been a reduction of much more than 
two millions. As to the general offi- 
cers, he agreed in the principle, that 
they were entitled to larger pay than 
they had formerly enjoyed. There was 
one thing, however, to be considered 
in this regulation, th'Jit those whq were 
now captains or inferior officers, would 
go on in rifnk during the peace ; yet 
when they became general officers, it 
would not be said that they were en- 
titled to so large a pay as those who 
had been actually efficient officers of 
higher rank during the war.-— The 
hon. gentleman then observed, that it 
was extraordinary that no one of his 
majesty's ministers had given any hint 
of the probable reduction on the peace 
establishment : it was true, details 
might be difficult, but some general 
grounds might be given. It appeared, 
however, that they were to return to 
their constituents, after the successful 
termination of the war, from most ex- 
traordinary exertions, without any op- 
portunity of announcing to them any 
reduction of their burthens ; but, on 
the contrary, after having voted all the 
estimates on the same scale of expen- 
diture as those of last year !" 

Lord Palmerston observed, “ it was 
very easy to say, that reductions ought 
to be made ; but, in details, he defied 
any person to show that economy had 
been neglected. It was impossible to 
reduce tlie regiments till all the bat- 
talions returned ; but orders had been 
issued to reduce the cavalry regiments 
within reach ; the troops having been 
reduced from 10 to 8, the number of 
men in each troop from 80 to ( 0. As 
to the reductioi: of the militia, 8cc, as 
early as April last, it was to be recol- 
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lected, the number of French prison- 
ers, for whose safe custody we had to 
provide. All possible progress was 
made in the reduction of the militia ; 
all regiments that could be spared be- 
ing marched back to their counties to 
be disbanded. to the staff, it could 
not be reduced till the troops^to Which 
rit was attached had returned home. 
'It was sufficient that the peace esta- 
blishment, in general, would be form- 
ed on the most economical arrange- 
ments.” The noble lord concluded 
with some general*observation in sup- 
port of the proposed arrangement. 

General Gascoyne thought, that as 
the committee would be the proper 
place for going into details, any ob- 
servations upon them would be inap- 
propriate upon the motion before the 
House. 

Mr Ponsonby said, that he had 
some observations to make which ap- 
plied to the principle of the motion. 
That the military establishment of the 
empire could not be consistently re- 
duced to the standard at which it stood 
previous to the war, he was ready to 
admit ; but he contended, that every 
excess, beyond that standard, ought 
to be justified upon its own grounds. 
The excess, created by the acquisition 
of Malta, the Mauritius, and other 
places, by the late war, clearly admit- 
ted of justification ; but no farther 
excess than that which was equally 
necessary should be tolerated ; and, 
exclusive of such points as he had al- 
luded to, our military establishment 
ought 'to be confined to that which 
existed previous to the revolutionary 
war. The noble lord haTl observed, 
that our military establishment must 
be regulated by the amount of force 
maintained by other European powers, 
and he confessed that he was much 
surprised at this observation. Cer- 
tainly it was not very consistent with 
the statement of another noble lord 
(Castlereagh), that we had now to 


look for a long, a profound, and un- ^ 
suspicious peace; if so, it could not 
foljio w, that because Russia, or Aus- 
tria, or any other power, maintained 
30 or 40,000 troops moil? than usual, 
this country should be encumbered 
with the support of an additional mili- 
tary force. Unless, indeed, the state- 
ment of the noble secretary for foreign 
affairs was too sanguine, the doctrine 
of the noble lord vi4io spoke last was 
quite untenabl®. — Here the right hon. 
gentleman alluded to the state of Si- 
cily, and the views of government with 
regard to that country. Upon this 
subject, respecting which he did not 
mean to pronounce any blame upon 
ministers, he felt himself unable to 
fof-m any opinion, for he could not 
understand the case. Indeed, it ap- 
peared at present unintelligible, and 
perhaps it was not yet expedient to 
give any explanation.” 

Lord Castlereagh said, the House 
and the right honourable gentleman 
must be aware that the affairs of Sicily 
were at present in a very critical state. 
That country had, no doubt, great 
claims upoi^ Great Britain : it was en- 
titled to expect that we should Ac- 
tively interest ourselves in its favour ; 
and he could say, that nothing in our 
power would be wanting to contribute 
to its future advantage. With respect 
to the right hon. gentleman’s allusion 
to the character of the peace, he could 
not help observing, that rather an ex- 
aggerated picture was presented by 
the right .hon. gentleman upon that 
subject ; for the House and the coun- 
try could not dismiss from its mind, 
that, however deliberately the peace 
with France might have been formed, 
much yet remained to be done. It 
would be recollected, that all the ter- 
ritory regained from France was yet 
to be distrfbuted ; and, under all the 
circumstances of the case, he submit- 
ted it would be quite impossible as yet 
to reduce our military establishment to 
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the itandard which some gentlemen 
’^had in view, at least to that which 
existed twenty years ago. It mTst 
also be borne in mind, that very mate- 
rial changes ‘^had taken place in the 
external relations and internal condi- 
tion of the several nations of Europe, 
which it would be expedient to con si* 
der before any resolution should be 
adopted with regard to the future 
amount of our military force. Recur- 
ring to Sicily, he was not prepared to 
give any precise information upon that 
point at present, but he could assure 
the House that due attention would be 
paid to the state and destinies of that 
country.” 

After this debate, and some further 
discussion, which it is not important 
to notice, the original resolutions were 
put and agreed to ; as was also a reso- 
lution for granting a sum of not ex- 
ceeding 30,0001. for the disembodied 
militia in Ireland. 

On the ith of July, the House ha- 
ving resolved itself into a committee 
•f supply Ibr taking into consideration 
the ordnance estimates, Mr R. Ward 
stated, “ that considerable reductions 
w6uid probably be expected in the 
estimates which he had to bring for- 
ward. In fact, a reduction would be 
found in the present yearof 1 ,500,0001, 
This sum amounted to one quarter of 
the whole cxpence. It would be re- 
collected that half of the year had 
passed in war, and there had not been 
an opportunity to reduce the different 
expences immediately. It was the be- 
ginning of April before it was known 
that Paris had been entered by the 
allies ; soon after, Buonaparte abdi- 
cated, and on the 19th of that month, 
orders were issued by the master-ge- 
neral of the ordnance to reduce the 
establishments in every possible way. 
The military department had been re- 
duced one- fourth ; the number of horse 
one-third ; and in the course of the 
year they would be reduced another 


third— that was, from 7000 to a third 
of that number. He would not pledge 
himself to ah exact estimate of the 
future reduction of expcnce, but he 
would offer a rough calculation of the 
probable reduction under the peace es-* 
tablishment. This he conceived would 
be one-half, exclusive of the total re- 
duction of all the foreign corps. In 
the engineer corps all the officers would 
be retained. This arose from the pe- 
culiar nature of that service, which re- 
quired a long and laborious course of 
education, and which, if once suffered 
to fall into neglect, could not easily be 
replaced. It was not possible to speak 
in too high terms of the skill, the in- 
dustry, and gallantry of the officers in 
this corps. He would next advert to 
what might be considered as an infant 
service, which had, however, arrived 
at a state of manhood j he meant the 
rocket corps. For this service, and 
for the wonders it had achieved in 
raising the military character of the 
country, we were indebted to an hon. 
friend of his, whom, as he did not see 
in his place, he should name, Colonel 
Congreve. The hon, member then 
read several extracts from officers in 
the army, to shew the importance of 
the services which this corps had per- 
formed in Spain, and particularly at 
the passage of the Adour, where 40 
men armed with rockets had put to 
flight 3000 of the enemy. The wholte 
of the officers in this corps would be 
retained, but there would be a reduc- 
tion in the number of men. In the 
works at Woolwich there had been a 
considerable reduction, and there would 
have been a greater, but from the ne- 
cessity of giving the usual orders, and 
buying up materials as early in the 
year as possible. The whole amount 
was 6 if ,0001. every shilling of which 
he thought himself prepared to justify. 
One article under this head, which it 
was proper to account for, was 60001. 
for barracks* The fact was, that these 
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Were intended for a new corps of sap- 
pers and minerS} forwhoia the barracks 
at Woolwich were not found sufficient. 
For the royal powder-mills there was 
a sum of 12»0()Cfi* which arose chiefiy 
from the improvements which had been 
adopted in the different mills to pre- 
vent explosions. There had been also 
at improvements, and consequently 

ne expepce, in the ma^chinery at 
Woolwich. Of the magnitude and 
importance of these works, we might, 
judge from the quantity of arms and 
ammunition which liad been sent abroad 
from the Laboratory at W ool wich since 
the year 1808, among which were 
SS4f pieces of cannon, SOJOOO muskets, 
77, (XX) barrels of gunpowder, and in 
the last year alone 820 cannon, 20,000 
barrels of gunpowder, 48 millions of 
musket cartridges, 6 millions of flints, 
&c. Among the improvements in the 
machinery were two saws, which had 
cost from 16 to 20,0001. and which 
had already created a saving of near 
80001. After various statements and 
details, the hon. gentleman concluded 
with observing, that he should not 
have detained the House so long, but 
that he was urged by a sense of duty 
to give every information and explana- 
tion in his power.” 

The chairman then proposed the 
vote of 1,746,0001. on account, for 
discharging the ordnance estimates. 
The resolutions arising out of this pro- 
position were agreed to. 

On the 14th of July, the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, in a committee 
of supffly, submitted a proposition for 
making good certain deficiencies which 
had occurred in the civil list. •• He 
wished particularly to recal their at- 
tention to the distinction which he 
had stated on a former occasion, be- 
tween the two great branches of the 
civil list expenditure ; that which re- 
spected the personal allowances, and 
the household of the sovereign, and 
the royal family, and that which com- 


prehended the judicial, civil, and poli- < 
tical establishments of the government 
offthe country. It was satisfactory 
to him to be able to state, that, 
though in the general aggregate ex- 
pence of the civil list during the last 
year, there had been some increase ; 
et, in the household branch, there 
ad been a diminution ; and that the 
general excess arose from an ^tigmen- 
tation of some political expences, 
which he couhl easily explain to the 
committee ; and which, he hoped, 
would not be thought objectionable. 
In going through the several classes 
of the civil list, it would be found, 
that in the first class, that of allow- 
ances to the royal family, there had 
been no increase. In the second, that, 
of the judges, there was also scarcely 
any variation. In the third, that, of 
our ministry abroad, there had been a 
considerable increase from the happy 
restoration of our relations of amity 
with the nations of the continent. The 
amount of this increase was about 
13,0001. and the particular items of 
which it consisted might be seen by 
a*reference to the printed accounts, |o 
which he should beg leave to refer the 
committee. But the increase of 13,0001. 
upon this head was by no means an 
additional charge upon the public to 
that extent ; it would be found, by 
referring to the sixth class, that a sa- 
ving of 80001. had been made, by the 
employment of ministers, who before 
were in^he receipt of pensions. This 
laudable aUention to economy in the 
foreign departments reduced the ac- 
tual increase of expence to 50001. In 
the fourth class, that of the bills of 
the household, there was, in the whole, 
an increase of about 20001. ; the bills 
in the Lord Chamberlain’s depart- 
ments being about 2{^00l. less than in 
the former year ; and those in the de- 
partments of the Master of the Horse 
about* 30001. less ; while those in the 
department of the Lord Steward were 
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increased about 70001. in consequence, 
probably, of a greater number of en- 
tainments given by the Regent. ^ In 
the fifth clj^ss, that of the salaries of 
the officers of the household, there 
was an increase of about 25(X)l. which 
also appeared to have taken place in 
the Lord Steward s department. In 
the sixth class, that of pensions and 
compe»)8ations, there was scarcely any 
variation, except in that part which 
related to the pension^ of ministers be* , 
fore unemployed, in which there had 
been, as he had before stated, a dimi- 
nution of about 80001. The seventh 
class, which comprises a multitude of 
small payments, due by ancient usage, 
hardly admits of any variation ; and 
in the eighth class, which comprises 
the salaries of the lords of the trea- 
sury, there was no other difference 
than what arose from a short vacancy 
in the office of first lord of the trea- 
sury, in the year 1812, occasioned by 
a catastrophe too well remembered by 
the House. 

In the remaining class of occasional 
payments, considerable variations will 
appear, making, in the whole, an Ex- 
cess of 30,0001. which would bt found 
entirely to arise from an increase of 
10,0001. in the presents to foreign mi- 
nisters, in consequence of the treaties 
and conventions which had lately ta- 
ken place ; and an increase of 30,0001. 
in the disbursements of our ministers 
residing at foreign courts. These two 
items amounted together to 40,0001. ; 
but from them must be deducted a di- 
minution of 80001. under the head of 
special service ; and one of 20001. un- 
der that of equipage to ministers at 
foreign courts, making the actual ex- 
cess of this class, taken collectively, 
30,0001. Among the extraordinary 
disbursements, t/) which he had refer- 
red, would be found a considerable 
»um drawn on account of the ^m^issions 
at Lisbon and Cadiz* He had, on a 
former occasion, explained the causes 


which led to the extraordinary cat- 
pence of thpse missions. The singu- 
lar situation of the ministers employed 
there, of whom Sir Charles Stuart was 
a member of the regency of Portugal, 
and Sir Henry Wellesky, as the re- 
presentative of the British government, 
held a connection with the Spanish 
government very distinct from that of 
any other, foreign ministe^r, woulcf'of ‘ 
itself account for any extraordinary ex- 
pence. But, in addition to these cir- 
cumstances, it must be recollected, 
that both Lisbon and Cadiz were, for 
a considerable time, almost in a state 
of siege, and that the loss upon the 
^change alone added 30 per cent, to 
the expences of our ministers. He 
had the satisfaction of stating, that he 
understood, that those extraordinary 
allowances had been discontinued from 
the 5th of July, 1813; and that the 
bills, which had since been drawn, were 
for the discharge of arrears before in- 
curred. 

“ The total amount of the charge 
upon the civil list, for the year ending 
the 5th of April last, had been 

1.349.0001. ; of which 1,095,0001. 
liad been discharged from the ordinary 
sources of income, and 136,0001. from 
the droits of Admiralty, and other 
funds at the disposal of the crown ; 
leaving an ultimate deficiency of 

118.0001. for which he should submit 
a vote to the committee. He might 
here conclude all he should wish to 
state with reference to that vote, but 
as it was his intention to submit a fur- 
ther proposition to the committee for 
a grant in aid of the civil list expences 
during the current year, he preferred 
introducing here what he had to say 
on that subject, to troubling the com- 
mittee a second time. The sum he 
should propose was 100,0001., a sum 
by no means adequate even to the or- 
dinary exceedings of the civil list in 
late years, and much less to those ex- 

expences of which csti- 
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mates were already on the table j but 
he thought it much mo^ desirable to 
wait for the end of the year, and tfien 
to submit the account to the approba- 
tion of parliament, than to call, by an- 
ticipation, for so large a provision as 
might expect would then be found 
necessary. 

By referring to the estimates on the 
taole, it would appear that the excess 
of the July quarter only, beyond the 
corresponding quarter of the prece-k 
ding year, would^ainount to a greater 
sum than he proposed to ask. This 
excess arose from extraordinary ex- 
penses and preparations, which chiefly 
arose from the visit or the allied so- 
vereigns. Upon those estimates, much 
had already been said in the House, 
and it was not his intention to renew 
the discussion. But he wished to ask 
gentlemen what would liave been their 
feelings, if they had been able, twelve 
months ago, to have predicted to them 
that the greatest sovereigns in Europe, 
after having, in concert with the coun- 
cils' and arms of the country, terminated 
a glorious war, by an honourable and 
advantageous peace, signed in the capi- 
tal of the enemy, designed to pay a visit 
to the representative of our sovereign, 
as a proof of respect to his character ; 
and that he, the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, had proposed to the House 
a grant of 100,0001. to enable the 
Tnnce Regent to make suitable pre- 
paration for their reception ; whether, 
in such a case, any other sentiment 
could have been felt in the House, or 
any vSice uttered, but those of grati- 
tude and exultation ? This glorious 
prospect had, however, been realized ; 
and, whatever might be said of some 
particular circumstances in the expen- 
ses which had taken place, he was 
lure that the general sentiment of the 
country, and the strongest feelings of 
the public, went along with the go- 
vernment in all that had been done* 
When the expenditure whith h/d been 


incurred by individuals and corporate* 
belies oii this great occasion, was 
ccmipared with what had been done by 
the government, he was sure the 
House could not thin^ the general 
amount of the charge extravagant or 
misplaced. From the shortness of the 
visit of the illustrious and royal per- 
sonages alluded to, and from some un- 
avoidable delays, much of the ^intended 
preparation had no*t been completed 
in time ; but that was no ground for 
condemning it, as it was undertaken 
in contemplation of a more extended 
visit. • 

“ Much, both of expense and delay, 
w^as occasioned by the sovereign of 
country not being possessed of a 
residence fitted for splendid represen- 
tation. There were few sovereigns, 
even of the secondary states of Eu- 
rope, who did not inhabit palaces 
much better suited to entertainments 
on a grand scale. The consequence 
was, that whenever any thing of the 
kind was thought proper, much ex- 
pence was incurred in temporary build- 
ings ; which, after having answered 
their immediate purpose, were of^ no 
further use. It might, therefore, even 
in point of economy, be well worth 
consideration, whether a palace should 
not be erected ; but this was a ques- 
tion which hg undoubtedly thought 
ought not to be hastily decided ; and 
he was far from suggesting that it 
would be proper tg undertake it at 
this moment. He did not, at present, 
feel it necessary to go more minutely 
into the subject, but should conclude 
by moving, “ That a sum, not exceed- 
ing 118,8571. 4s. lid. be granted to 
his majesty to make good the deficien- 
cy of the civil list, on the 5th day of 
April, 1814.'’ 

Mr Tierney, aqd other members, 
complained much of the continual de- 
ficiency which occurred in the civil 
list,— commented upon the large sums 
appropriated to the Prince’s establish- 
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< inent,<~upon the profusion manifested 
in the departments of the Lord Cham- 
berlain and Lord Steward, particu- 
larly during ^e recent visit of the fo- 
reign princes. He entered into various 
details upon these different points, 
upon all of which he was met with full 
and candid explanation by the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer. 

The resolution .proposed by the lat- 
ter was afterwards agreed to, together 
with another for granting 100,0001. 
towards defraying the extraordinary 
expences of the civil list for the year 
1814. 

On the 13tK of June, the House of 
Commons having resolved itself into a 
committee of ways and means, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer brought 
forward the budget for the year. He 
said, ** that he rose for the purpose of 
submitting, for the consideration and 
approbation of the House, the terms 
of the loan which had been that day 
contracted for. From the unavoid- 
able absence of many members of that 
House, it was his intention to post- 
pone, to a future opportunity, a great 
part of what he intended t6 say on tHe 
subject of the supplies and the Ways 
and Means, generally known by the 
appellation of th® Budget. He would, 
therefore, confine himself to a brief 
statement of the snpplias already grant- 
ed, what remained to be voted, the 
Ways and Means to defray those char- 
ges, and the terms on which the loan 
nad been contracted for. The? House 
would recollect that many items still 
remained to be provided for, among 
which were the army estimates, and 
also the sums necessary to defray the 
ordnance service, which would absorb 
a considerable portion of the Ways and 
Means of the year. The war taxes, 
amounting to 21v(XX),000). might he 
considered as applicable to these two 
purposes ; and he would state^m de- 
tail, the Ways and Means by»which 
the remaining charges were to be met. 
By adopting this course of proceed- 


ing, he would bring under the consi- 
deration of the committee the supplies 
which had been granted, together with 
those that still might be wanting ; and 
next, the Ways and Means, before they 
came to the consideration of the loai. 
The right hon. gentleman then 
ceeded to state the different heads of 
supply, as follow : 


Navy (exclusive of ordnance sea 
. service) which had been com- 
pletely voted - . - L. 

The sum voted for this, 
last year, was 20,575,01 ll.; 
there was, therefore, a ba- 
lance in favour of this year, 
1,788,5021. 

Army (including Ireland) with 
barracks dnd commissariat, of 
which a part yet remained to 
be provided - • . 

The vote of last year was 
18,926,5371.; the balance 
in favour of this year was 
therefore 805,3641. 

Extraordinaries, 


England - - L. 9,300,0007 

Ireland - - - 200,0003 

Under this head, the vote 
of last year was, for Eng- 
land, 9,500,0001. ; tor Ire- 
land, 200,0001. ; the differ- 
ence in favour of this year, 
300,0001. 

Extraordinaries unprovided for 
last year 

Ordnance (including Ireland) 
that had not been provided 
for - - 


The amount was short 
of the vote of last year 
1,145,6361. 

Miscellaneous, which was equal 
to the vote of last year 
Vote of Credit for England, 1 
L. 3,000,000 V 
Ditto for Ireland 200,000 j 
The sums voted on this 
account last year, were, for 
England, 6,000,0001. for 
Irebnd, 200,000h 
Subsidies voted ... 
Ditto to be voted . - - 

Bills of Credit already voted to 
pay the Bills issued according 
to Sigreement, by our Allies^ 
and^aran^eed oy us 


18,786,50^ 


18,121,173 


9,200,000 


6,350,132 

.3,955,658 


^*,500,000 

3,200,000 


3,000/XX) 

1,200,000 


1 , 000,000 
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rhe total amount of the joint 
charge therefore was - 67,819,472 

The Separate Charges i^ere : 

Loyalty Loan - 71,320 

merest on Exchequer 
Bills - 1,900,000 

Jitto on Debentures 49,780 
^rant to Sinking Fund, 
in respect \>t Exche* 
quer Bills unprovi- 
.ded - 290,000 

?or pay meat of Exche- 
quer bills . 6,000,000 

— 8,311,100 

• _ 

• 75,624,572 

^roin this was to be deducted 
the proportion which Ireland 
was to bear, viz. L. 7,91 9, §32 
[!)ivil List and Conso- * 
lidated Fund - 187,862 

8,107,094 

iVhich would leave to be provi- 
ded tor by Great Britain 67,517,478 

The Ways and Means which he 
xroiild propose to meet this sum were— 
^Viinual Duties ----- 3,000,000 

IVar Taxes 20,500,000 

Lottery 200,000 

ITote of Credit - • - - - 3,000,000 

Saval Stores (English proper- 
tion ) -------- 508,545 

First Loan ----- ^ 22,000.000 

Second Loan concluded this day 18,500,000 

Making together the sum of 67,708,545 
[t would here occur to many gentle- 
men that he had not taken credit for 
:he consolidated fund, but the reason'of 
this was, that it fell so far short in the 
ast year from what might have been ex- 
pectc4from it ; and therefore he thought 
t wiser to permit its growing profits 
:o accumulate for some future time, 
:han make any farther charge upon 
I fund which had disappointed their 
jxpectations. The right hon. gentle- 
man then stated, that in the customs 
iuties there had been a deficiency ; but 
From the unfortunate fire which had 
happened at the custom-house, he was 
not able to state on what articles the 
deficiencies had arisen. The amount 
of the customs duties received was 

9,818,0001. which was two /millions 
short of the expectation that had been 


formed. In the Excise^ the produce 
had been considerably greater^ and all 
tne other branches had been compara- 
tively flourishing. The stamp-duties 
to the 5th of April, 1813, amounted 
to 22,957,0001., and for the last year, 
28,971,0Ck)l., which gave an increase 
of about a million. The beer was not 
quite equal to the last year. In 1813, 
it produced 2,699,0001., an^*in 1814, 
but 2,585,0001. Tfie produce of malt, 
for 1813, vAdS 4,440.0001., and for 
1814, 4,875,0001., making an increase 
of about 430,(XX)1. The produce of 
British spirits, for 1813*, had been 

2.632.0001., and for 1814, 2,969,0001. 
an increase of 300,0001. On foreign 
spirits an increase had also taken place ; 
in 1813, the produce was 2,325,0001., 
in 1814, 2,521,0001., bein^ an increase 
of nearly 20(^,0001. Foreign wines, in 
consequence of the destruction of the 
vineyards in Portugal, had not been 

reductive for many years, but there 

ad been a rise in the last year from 

947.0001. to 1,013,0001. Upon teas 
there had been an increase from 

3.547.0001. to 3,652,0001- ; and on 
'the posuoffice, an increase from 

1.265.0001. to 1,289,0001., an increase 
which, although trivial, yet proved the 
benefit which had arisen from the new 
measures that had been adopted. The 
assessed taxes, which included some of 
the taxes that had not been collect* 
ed in 1812, in 1813, amounted to 

5.880.0001., and in the year 1814, to 
6,339>0(X)1., being an increase of half 
a million*. The land-tax, which was a 
fixed rate, in consequence of the pro- 
gress of its redemption, was not quite 
so productive as the former year ; its 
amount in 1813 was 1,081,0001., and 
in the last year, but 1,000,0591. The 
remaining branch of the taxes was the 
property-tax, upon which there had 
also been* a considerable increase. The 
pr^fhice for 1813, was 12,368,0001. ; 
for 1814, 14,485,0001., making a sur- 
plus of 1,517,0001. 

** He bad now stated the general pro* 
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«duce of the revenue in detail, and this 
he thought the best mode of acting, 
as the House would be enabled xo 
form a judgment on tfie produce of the 
different branches. The unfortunate 
event to which he had already alluded, 
namely, the fire at the Custom-house, 
prevented him from satisfying the 
House upon the increase of our trade, 
but he could with confidence state, 
that our actual exports in the last year 
had exceeded, in a most flourishing 
degree, any other year which had yet 
receded it. The last thing which he 
ad to advert to was the terms of the 
loan. He would, however, before he 
proceeded to make his statement on 
this subject, anticipate a question 
which his hon. friend opposite (Mr 
Grenfell) would probably ask. He 
would perfiaps enquire, whether any 
attempt had been made, in negociating 
the late loan, to carry into effect a 
clause contained in the act of the 23d 
of his majesty, for appropriating part 
of the growing produce of the sinking 
fund to the service of the year. In 
answer to this, he had to observe, that 
all the parties who bid for the loan, 
with the exception of one gentleman, 
were averse to that proceeding. And 
looking to this geperal concurrence of 
opinion, it was thought that a better 
bargain could be procurgd by agreeing 
to the suggestion, than if any opposi- 
tion were made to it ; because, from 
the large amount of the loan, it was 
not probable that a great competition 
would have been produced, -if, in ne- 
gociating it, they had acted under the 
provision contained in the clause al- 
luded to. Finding the opinion of the 
contractors generally hostile to the 
proposition, and seeing there was no 
probability, that, for a loan of 
18,000,0001. any ojther bidders would 
come forward, besides those who at- 
tended on the occasion, it was th^jught 
advisable to coincide in their terms, 
and to make the loan on the old prin- 


ciple. The bargain was extremely sa- 
tisfactory, being very much in favour 
of the public. Undoubtedly, at the 
present moment, when this country 
was at peace with all the world,. except 
America, it was natural to expect that 
the loan would be negociated upon fa-» 
vourable terms, and he was extremely 
happy to say, that such terms had bqen^ 
obtained. .It was thought necessary 
that part of the loan should be taken 
in the 5 per cents. This was not po- 
pular amongst the contractors, who 
were much better pleased with a bar- 
gain in the 3 per cents. ; it had, how- 
ever, been carried into effect, and the 
result would be, a decrease of charge 
and interest to a very considerable 
amount. On a casual view of the sub- 
ject, this would not appear to be the 
case, but a little consideration would 
prove, that an amount of nominal ca- 
pita), of not less than 4,000,0001. 
would be saved, by taking part of the 
loan in tlio 5 per cent. The total 
amount of the loan was 24,000,0001. 
of which, 5,500,0001. was for the ser- 
vice of Ireland, leaving to Great Bri- 
tain a sum of 18 millions and a half. 
For every 1001. in money, the con- 
tractors would receive a capital of SOL 
navy per cent. ; 801. 3 per cents, re- 
duced ; 231. 10s. 3 per cent, consols. 
To avoid increasing the charge on tli^e 
consolidated fund, they had, for the 
first time, stipulated, that instead oF 
paying interest for the six preceding 
months, it should only begin to run 
from July next in the navy 5 per cents., 
and from April last in the consolil This 
system would produce a reduction from 
the 5 per cents, of 2,500,0001., and 
from the consols, of 1,500,0001. Cal- 
culating the loan on these terms, the 
interest would be found not to exceed 
41. 12s. Id. per cent. The first divi- 
dend, being exempted from the pro- 
perty.tax, formed a respectable bo- 
nus ; and, as it was intended to meet 
the charge created by funding for the 
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service of the present year, by 'cancel- 
ling redeemed stock in the manner pro- 
vided for in the last session of parlia- 
meiit, the necessity of burdening the 
consolidated fund with any additional 
charge would thus be avoided. The 
most remarkable circumstance con- 
nected with the present loan, and one 
which he believed had never before 
•WccurredjjKras the improvement which 
took place in the state of the funds at 
a time when it was known that so large 
a sum of money was about to be bor- 
rowed. The actual biddings became, in 
consequence, so much more favour- 
able, that almost a million of stock 
was saved to the publfc, which, if go- 
vernment had closed with the contrac- 
tors on Wednesday last, must have gi- 
ven to them. When the funds rose 
80 high, at the period when a loan was 
pending, it proved the flourishing state 
of our public credit, and, at the same 
time held out the most flattering hope 
that they would continue, for the re- 
mainder of the year, equally elevated. 
The interest of 41. 12s. Id., to which 
were to be added the sinking fund 
charge, and the other incidental expen- 
ces, made a total of something more 
than 8 per cent# It was his intention 
to move a resolution for cancelling an 
amount of stock sufficient to bear this 
charge ; and even when that was done, 
not less than 50,000,0001. of surplus 
stock would still remain applicable to 
the service of the country.’* The 
right hon. gentleman then moved, 

That it is the opinion of this Com- 
mittOf , that, towards raising the sup- 
ply to be granted to his majesty, the 
sum of 24,000,0001. bft raised by an- 
nuities ; the charges of 1 8,500,0001. 
whereof shall be defrayed by Great 
Britain, and of 5,500,0001. by Ire- 
land.” 

The resolution was agreed to, along 
with two others relating to the terms 
of the loan. 

On the 1st of July,^ Mr; William 


Fitzgerald, the chancellor of the Irish 
exchequer, brought forward the Irian 
midget far the year. He said, ** that 
many of the difficulties and embarrass- 
ments in the finances bf Ireland had 
been considerably diminished by the 
duties which, in the course of his 
duty, he had proposed to the House 
last year. There was one difficulty 
which rc-ulted from a peculiarity in 
the situation of Ireland, /difficulty 
derived frotni the preceding practice of 
meeting the necessities of a year of 
peace by the imposition of taxes when 
parliament had relieved Btigland fronf 
similar taxes. There had, however, 
been, in the practice alluded to, cer- 
tain benefits and advantages to which 
•Ireland was, perhaps, indebted for her 
ability to bear those burthens which 
were now laid on her. In the state- 
ment of the finances of Ireland, which 
he was about to submit to the House, 
he should endeavour to occupy as 
little of their time as possible. The 
following were the particulars of the 
supply 

Dcficienc)^ of Contribution, 

1813 - - - L.4,406,471 

Estimated Quota of this year 8,732,685 
Interest and Sinking Fund on 
the present debt - - 5,546,299 

'Potal supply - 18,795,455 

The next thing he should advert to 
was tlie state of the consolidated fund 
of Ireland 

Balance, January 5, 1814 - L.1 ,383,758 

Remaining of British Loan, 1813 2,953,147 

4,336,905 

From this there was to be deducted, aa 
arrears — 

Principal of outstanding 
Treasury Bills and 
Lottery Prizes • - 28,480 

Inland Navigations - 69,596 

• • 

Surplus of Consolidated Fund 4,238,829 
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The total of the supply, as he had al- 
teady stated, amounted to 18,795,4551. 

He would now proceed to state djje 
Ways and Means ; — 

Surplus of the^ Consolidated 

Fund L.4, 238,820 

Revenues, estimated at . - 5,350,000 

Profit on Lotteries - - • 120,0(X) 

Seamen's Wages - - - - 71,000 

Two seventeenths of 576.3511. 
for Nava) Stores, 15-17th8 
thereof being taken credit for 
by England 67,8061. Brit. - 73,456 

Loan in Ireland 3,000j000 
Loan in England, 

5,500,0001. Brit. - 5,958,333 

8,958,338 

U _ 

18,811,618 

In adverting to the charge for the 
loan, he nwght be allowed to state, 
that the sum borrowed in Ireland this 
year was the greatest ever yet raised 
in that country. 

Irish Loan, 3X)00,000l. at 

5l. 11 s. 9d. for money • - 1^.167,625 
English Loan, 5.950,3531, at 
5. 188. 9^ for money - - 353,900 

521,525 


Before he went into a recapit!da- 
tion of the items of the duties and 
taxes to meet the above charge, he 
hoped he might be permitted to re- 
state an opinion, which 'he delivered 
last year on a subject, perhaps, of the 
greatest importance of all those which 
grew out of the act of Union^ and 
that was, that the Union could not be 
considered as completed till the consi- 
deration of the finances of Ireland was 
taken up in the way pointed out by 
the act of union. It was a satisfaction 
to him to find, that that opinion had 
not been disapproved of by those pub- 
lic men who were looked upon as the 
best acquainted with the interests of 
Ireland. That country ought to be 
brought up to a rate of taxation^sihii- 
lar to that of England, at l^ast in 


those cases where she possessed corre* 
sponding resources. With this view, 
he should proj^se an equalization of 
duty on all foreign articles imported 
into Ireland. The expectations which 
he held out last year in proposing new 
duties had been more than realized ; 
for there was not one of those duties 
which had not in collection more than 
exceeded the estimate. Hie could 
no grounds for Ireland being exempt- 
ed from a particular species of taxa- 
tion ; but with respect to articles lia- 
ble to custom-house^ duty, he. could 
also see no grounds why a difference 
of rate should have existed so long 
between the ttvo countries. It was 
his intention, therefore, to include, in 
his arrangement of this year, some ar- 
ticles which had never yet been sub- 
ject to taxation. He should propose 
a resolution, to impose a duty on se- 
veral articles used in the manufacto- 
ries of Ireland. He hoped that the 
grounds by which he was actuated 
would satisfy those interested in ma- 
nufactures, that these duties were ne- 
cessary to prevent gross abuses against 
the revenue system. Several articles, 
hitherto exempted from duty, such as 
ashes, barilla, and also a congregated 
set of articles, known under the name 
of dye-stufts, he conceived to be pro- 
per objects of taxation. The truth 
was, that a great number of those ar- 
ticles imported into Ireland were ne- 
ver used in the manufactures of that 
country, but were conveyed to Eng- 
land, to the great loss of the revenue. 
To do away this mischief, and the 
same time raise a revenue in Ireland, 
he should pr6pose that the duties on 
those articles should be the same in 
Ireland as in Great Britain. He con- 
ceived it proper, however, to allow a 
drawback for those articles used in 
the bleaching of linen ; and every fa- 
cility, therefore, would be given to 
the manufacturers to obtain the draw- 
back. He should estimate the increase 
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'of custom-house dudes from the equa- 
lization of rates at onl^ 200,0001.-— 
The next means of providing for the 
deficiency was a duty on spirits. This 
duty* while it provided for the wants 
of the Irish revenue, would accomplish 
^ another object, that of facilitating the 
intercourse between the two countries. 
LI . T he duties which he had proposed the 
^fermer yeg]>had, in a gr^at measure, 
prevented smuggling in Ireland, and 
were not only beneficial to the re- 
venue, but advantageous, when consi- 
dered in a national point of view. In 
consequence of this dutjr, England 
ought to give, on every principle of 
sound policy and national faith, every 
facility to the intercourse in spirits. 
He estimated the produce of the new 
duties on spirits at 300,0001. The 
next means were the stamp duties. 
The duty on legacies had not been 
found so productive in Ireland as was 
expected, and, in fact, had yielded al- 
most nothing. 

One source of revenue that he 
should propose was, a duty upon let- 
ters of attorney, which, whether it 
was productive or unproductive, be- 
ing equally beneficial to Ireland, he 
hoped would meet with full concur- 
rence. The resolution he should move 
would augment the stamp duty to 
11, 10s. upon every letter of attorney 
for the receipt of 601. and it would 
vise in proportion to the sum. The 
effect would be to decrease the num- 
ber of factors or middlemen in Ire- 
land, who went between the owner of 
the 80 ^ and the occupant to receive 
the rents ; by these means, the land- 
lord and the tenant would be approxi- 
mated, and the residence of wealthy 
proprietors in Ireland would be pro- 
moted. The amount that this increase 
of duty would produce fte calculated 
at 15,0001. A new excise upon glass, 
beyond the countervailing duty, would 
likewise produce 15,0001. — The next 
and only remaining item rsgarded the 


postage of letters : the committee wa% 
a^re that last year an alteration had 
bftn made by augmenting the sum 
paid upon letters sent direct between 
the capital and the principal towns of 
Ireland, and his object now was, to 
adopt the same regulations with re- 
gard to the cross- post of the sister 
kingdom, and, as in England, the ut- 
most extent charged would ^e three 
hundred miles. The produce of this 
new regulatioti would be about 5,0001. 
per annum.^*— The right honourable 
gentleman then proceeded to detail 
the increase of the varioutf sources of 
revenue, excepting malt, which had 
fallen off at the time of the stoppage 
of the distillery. He also detailed 
the measures adopted last year, and 
the amount produced b^ond what 
was calculated. ‘‘ The amount of cus- 
toms for the whole year had been es- 
timated at 250,0001 , whereas, in the 
first seven months the sum obtained 
was 1{X),0001. The duty of Ss, per 
barrel upon malt, estimated at 1 15,0001. 
per annum, in the first three months, 
had given 60,0001. 

• He congratulated the House up- 
on the prospect afforded in another di- 
vision of the subject— exports and im- 
ports. Comparing ijie produce of the 
twelve years preceding, with the twelve 
years succeeding 1802, there was an 
augmentation on the exports of twelve 
millions, on the imports eighteen mil- 
lions ; on ships 19,0001. and on ton- 
nage 1^7,000 tons, proving an increa- 
sing prosperity in the commerce of 
Ireland. He adverted to some of the 
objections made to assimilating the 
custom duties of England and Ireland, 
and to establish the benefit of the lat- 
ter system, he referred to the gross 
amount of the customs of Ireland up 
to the last year. TJie sum at the close 
of the last quarter was 2,790,4091. 
althoivgh it had laboured under 
great disadvantages. The average on 
the three preceding years was only 
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2,474,0801. giving an increase of 
316,3291. The sum paid on the im- 
portation of French wines had been 
greatly increased, another proof of 
prosperity. T^lie duty upon spirits and 
malt had also risen ; in the three last 
years, as compared with the three 
years preceding 1793, the additional 
revenue gained upon the above articles 
was SjS^^jOOOl. He went on to con- 
trovert the opinion that, since the 
Union, the same exerUons had not 
been made to collect the revenues as 
previous to that event ; he quoted the 
amount of 'the net revenue before the 
Union, 39 millions, and the amount 
for the thirteen years posterior to the 
Union, 116 millions, and argued that 
the difference was to be attributed to 
the greater activity in the collection 
of the revenue. 

** On the only former occasion, on 
which it had been his duty to bring 
under the consideration of parliament 
the general state of the resources of 
Ireland, he had expressed that opi- 
nion, to which he still adhered, name- 
ly, that it was mainly owing to the 
system on which we had acted with 
respect to Ireland, that she had in- 
creased as she had done in these re- 
sources, and had advanced so rapidly, 
in despite of the comparative augmen- 
tation of her burthens, ^to wealtn and 
to prosperity. He had then caution- 
ed the House not to press too strong- 
ly on these nascent sources of our 
strength. , 

I then laid before you,V said the 
right honourable gentleman, what 
Ireland had done. I did not conceal 
from her the sacrifices which she 
would be called upon to make. I ex- 
ressed that hope which parliament 
as fulfilled, a hope that would .jiot 
anticipate the resources of Ireland, for 
if you anticipate, you crusH them. I 
presume to say, that in the pj^oposi- 
tions which I lay this day before you, 
I give no indistinct evidence of a dis- 


position to meet the difficulties of our 
situation, of a desire not to shrink, 
through any personal feelings, front 
the imposition of such burthens as I 
think the country is able to bear ; and 
if, sir, at the close of this long, event- 
ful, and triumphant war, in which. 
Great Britain has made such sacri- 
fices, and in which Ireland has contri- 
buted such ,as were corro^ponding tcT’ 
her means ; if England has set a splen-^ 
ijid example to surrounding nations, 
her sister island has been far from 
backward in those exertions, by which 
our national character has been raised 
to its present proud pre-eminence. 
Let us not be told, then, that we have 
been but a burthen to the empire, to 
whose success we have contributed so 
essentially. We have given you him, 
whom you have this day, for the first 
time, seen within your walls, since he 
ran his race of glory, and whose pre- 
sence shed a lustre round the House. 
He could have told you, in the lan- 
guage of one of her most eloquent 
sons, that the heart sluices of Ireland 
had been opened in your cause. I 
will not speak of any one who may be 
present, for my noble friend is pre- 
sent, under whose councils that treaty 
has been accomplished, by which con- 
vulsed Europe has been restored to its 
ancient and regulated form ; and if 
Great Britain is justly proud of the 
battle she has fought, Ireland has a 
claim to participate in her triumph.^* 

The right honourable gentleman 
then moved his first resolution. 

Sir Henry Parnell agreed, that 
the progressive amelioration of the fi- 
nances of Ireland had been considera- 
ble, but thought that the adoption of 
some new and striking financial regu- 
lation was absolutely necessary. Ac- 
cording to title statement of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, the net re- 
venue of Ireland was 5,350,0001. The 
charge on the debt 5,540,0001. which 
then alonevexceeded the net revenue 
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by nearly 1200,0001. The lowest cal- 
culation of the peace establishment of 
the united kingdom waff 17,000,0001. 
of which the charge on Ireland was 
2,000,0001. which, together with this 
e^ccess of 200,0001., and other sepa- 
rate charges of Ireland, would amount 
next year tb a charge exceeding by 
2,4-00, OOOl. the net revenue. How 
%as this d^jfijjiency to be met ? A loan 
to this amount could not with good 
grace be proposed in a year of perfect 
peace, taxes to this amount must then 
be pnoposed according to the usual 
course of proceeding. But this defi- 
ciency, however, could bte made up 
without either new taxeJ or loan. The 
existing taxes, if well levied, would 
amount to the sum required. It would 
be considered perhaps extraordinary, 
that an increase of 2,400,0001. could 
be effected by an improvement in the 
collection of the revenue ; but if the 
able reports on the table of the House, 
on the subject of the Irish revenue, 
were read, it would be seen that he 
was not extravagant in his expecta- 
tions, The abuses in the collection of 
the revenue in Ireland were very great, 
but the reformation would be extreme- 
ly easy, and he hoped some measure 
to that purpose would be proposed. 
The system of patronage applied to 
the collection of the revenue was the 
cause of the evils in this department in 
Ireland. At the time of the Union, 
no regulation was made as to the exe- 
cutive power of Ireland. It was well 
known that, before that measure, the 
patronise of the revenue was applied 
to the ^rposes of parliamentary cor- 
ruption ; and since that event this 
practice had not been checked. The 
consolidation of the treasuries of the 
two countries was a measure greatlv 
to be desired, and without this no ef- 
fectual controul could be exercised 
over the collection of the revenue. Be- 
cause the Irish treasury, though in- 
^nded to serve as a contpoul,. was a 


complete nullity, and was likely to« 
cominue so. The manner in which 
thif consolidation of the treasuries 
would be productive of so much good, 
would be by depriving fhe Irish exe- 
cutive government of the revenue pa- 
tronage ; the board of treasury sitting 
in this country, under the immediate 
direction of the first lord of the trea- 
sury, would exercise all those powers 
in regard to patron&ge and controul, 
as it exercises* them here, and would 
allow the several boards of revenue in 
Ireland to appoint, promote, or dis- 
miss their officers, in the •same way 
the boards here are allowed to do. It 
was absurd to consider the Irish boards 
responsible, or capable of collecting 
tRe revenue, so long as the interfe- 
rence of the castle in all the patronage 
prevailed. If the taxes in Ireland were 
well managed, they would not only 
meet the joint charge on that king- 
dom, but leave a surplun to be applied 
to the assistance of the English re- 
venue. — As to the tax on powers of 
attorney, as it was to amount to one 
per cent, on the sum to be received, 
when it exceeded a certain amount, 
and as the power was necessarily ‘re- 
newed yearly, it would, in effect, 
amount to a property tax of one per 
cent, on those Irish landlords who did 
not collect their own rents — a trouble 
which no landlord would give himself, 
as in that country it was not possible, 
as in England, to call the tenants to- 
gether^on a certain day, to receive the 
rents from all. Besides, it would be 
utterly impossible to collect this tax, 
unless regulations were enacted to as- 
certain every man's income, and unless 
the whole system of collecting the 
property tax in this country was in- 
troduced into Ireland.— With respect 
to th? post-office, it was satisfactory 
to find sorfie improvement had taken 
place in the revenue of it, as, uiitil a 
late^period, it was by far the worsU 
conducted department iu Ireland. This 
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revenue was capable of still farther 
improvement, by such regulations as 
would expedite the conveyance of 
ters, and thus lead to an increased cor- 
respondence. "A custom prevailed in 
Dublin, which could not be justified 
by any sound reason, of detaining all 
letters which came there for the pur- 
pose of going forward twelve or four- 
teen hours, by having the hour of the 
arrival ©rthe mails fixed at six o’clock 
in the morning, and the. hour of de- 
parture to England, or to the interior, 
late in the evening. By this regula- 
tion, an aeswer to a letter written 
from the country to England, or to 
any other part of the country, was on 
an average delayed unnecessarily twen- 
ty-eight hours. If no such regulation 
was necessary in Liverpool or Bristol, 
where the dorrespondeace was greater 
than in Dublin, it could not be wanted 
there. If, again, the carrying of the 
mails between London and Holyhead 
was regulated properly, a saving of 
six hours might be made on each jour- 
ney, without requiring the mail to 
travel faster than the usual rate of se- 
ven miles an hour. These regulations 
would be highly beneficial to tbe mer- 
cantile and other interests, and, at the 
same time, productive of a great in- 
crease of revenue.~On the subject of 
tbe spirit duties, it was desirable the 
discretionary power wh&h was vested 
in the commissioners of excise, to grant 
or refuse licences, should be taken 
away, and that, in regard to the esta- 
blishing of small stills, the large ones 
might be protected, by providing, that 
no small still should be set up within 
a prescribed distance. No complaint 
was now intended to be brought 
against the commissioners for any par- 
ticular act of theirs, though man^ had 
certainly been made ; but such a dis- 
cretionary power over the capital and 
industry of the country ought, not to 
have existence any where, it beiSg^the 


unquestionable right of every man tot 
employ bis money and his labour ih 
whatever way he thinks proper, sub^ 
ject to no other restraint but that of 
clear and unerring legislative regula- 
tions.” The honourable baronet con- 
eluded by stating, ** that what he had 
said in regard to the necessity of a ge- 
neral and immediate reform in the fi- 
nancial system of Ireland, was of ex- 
treme conse^quence to the "people of 
that country ; for, if no such reform 
* tuok place, then the necessity would 
exist in the next session of imposing 
new taxes adequate to produce a no 
less additional revenue than 2,400,0001. 
If a proper reform was effected, as it 
might very easily be, simply by assi- 
mikting the practice of Ireland to that 
of this country, then such a heavy 
burthen might be entirely avoided.”—- 
This charge of corruption in the ma- 
nagement of the revenue waGiresoIute- 
ly denied by the Irish government. 

The several resolutions proposed by 
the Irish Chancellor of the Exchequer 
were agreed to. 

The present circumstances of the 
country,— the re-establishment of the 
legitimate government of France, and 
the restoration of tranquillity to Eu- 
rope, seemed extremely favourable to 
a spirit of economy on the part of the 
British government. Yet the necessity 
which still existed for maintaining a 
considerable force on the continent, 
until a final settlement should be ac- 
complished of the affairs of Europe, 
as well as the continuance of the Ame- 
rican war, rendered it expedient that a 
considerable fund should be pfaced at 
tlie disposal' of government, to meet 
any exigency which might arise. The 
usual message from the Prince Regent,, 
respecting a vote of credit, was ac- 
cordingly bnjught down towards the 
close of the session ; and the ministry 
required from the legislature the sum 
of three millions on this account. On 
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the ^th of July a debate^ of which 
what follows is the substance, occurs 
red in the House of Cohunons. 

Mr Whitbread said, he should 
have hoped that the right hon. gentle- 
znan would have stated to the House 
some ground for this vote. Except- 
ing last Year, when the vote of credit 
was five millions, the three preceding 
years thi.s ^te had been but three 
millions, ahcfthis was at times of great 
difficulty, and when emergencies migh^ 
have been expected. At the present 
period, ^o emergencies were to be ap- 
prehended — no circumstance was ex- 
rAing in the world, in fact, which 
could make it necessary that so large 
a sum as that which had been inti- 
mated by the right hon. gentleman, 
should be placed at the disposal of the 
crown. He knew of no hostilities 
which existed, or could be anticipated, 
except the war with America ; and 
the character of that w'ar was not of a 
nature which could require the ex- 
penditure of any very great sums. 
While upon the subject of America, 
he thought it expedient to ask the 
right hon, gentleman whether any ne- 
gociations were gv)ing on with respect 
to that coiintry ? and whether any per- 
sons had been appointed to meet the 
American deputies at Gottenburgh, 
with a view, if possible, of putting an 
end to the war, without a further ef- 
fusion of blood ? That such negocia- 
tions were going on, would be a fact 
extremely pleasing for the House to 
heart There was another point, to 
which he was also desirous of advert- 
ing, and\hat w^as, the fact of a large 
British army being yet-^ ehiployed In 
the Low Countries ; the whole of 
which was placed under the command 
of the hereditary Prince of Orange. 
He (thought some grouna ought to 
be stated, why the command of these 
..troops was taken from British officers 
and given to the Prince of Orange. 
With respect to Sicily, toq^ this was 
\^OL. vih VAJIT X, • - 


a subject wliich required attention < 
an^ he could not help expressing a 
hope, that, at the approaching con- 
gress, some representative from the 
Genoese states would be allowed to be 
present, so as to have an opportunity 
of pleading the cause of that republic. 
To return to America, he had heard 
that, of late, a mode of warfare had 
been adopted that countgr, under 
Sir Alexander Co*chrane, which he 
considered nett a legitimate one, and 
which, he feared, would recoil, in the 
most disastrous manner, on our colo- 
nies. He alluded to proclamations 
which, he understood, had been issued, 
specifically inciting the negroes of 
America to rise and revolt against their 
nTasters ; and he held in his hand a 
proclamation, which indirectly held 
out incitements, by inviting persons 
either to enter the British navy, or, if 
they did not like that, promising then! 
settlements in the British colonies. He 
hoped that these proclamations would 
be disavowed hi- majesty’s govern- 
ment, as tj^ey were not legitimate wea- 
pons of war. In conclusion, he trusted 
the fight Uon. the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer would give some explana- 
tion before the Speaker left the chair, 
which Would satisfy, the House that 
the vote he was about to propose was 
necessary in tj;ie present situation of 
affairs.’^ 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
said, ** that if the country had been irt 
an actu^il state of peace, some jusiifi- 
cation might be necessary for propo- 
sing the vote, the amount of which 
was not yet undt?r consideration, but 
which he had no hesitation in stating 
would be three milHons^ The wtax 
with America^would, of itself, be con- 
sidewii^a sufficient ground for placing 
this sum at the disposal of the crown. 
That this was a war by no means of a 
triflii^ ^insignificant description, he 
believed the House would admit ; and, 
he apprehended, it would be conccde44 
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;with equal readiness, it was a war which 
inight call for the assistance of very 
great resources ; consequently, the pro- 
posal which he should make in the 
committee would stand fully justified. 
Independent of this, however, those 
who had observed the state of Europe 
must have remarked, that we had not 
yet arrived at that state of ultimate 
accurity^which usually succeeded the 
signing of a definicive treaty. It‘ was 
a matter of public notoriety, that the 
future state of Europe was a subject 
which had yet to undergo discussion 
at the appjoaching congress ; and, on 
such an occasion, he need hardly say 
it would be prudent lo place the crown 
of this country in such a situation as 
would enable it to support its interests 
with vigour and effect.'^ The hon. 
gentleman then shortly replied to Mr 
Whitbread respecting the employment 
pf a British army in the Low Coun- 
tries, and placing it under the com- 
mand of the Prince of Orange, both of 
them measures which, he contended, 
were equally politic aiM necessary ; 
and he concluded by sayirfg, « that 
these circumstances, combined -with 
those he had previously stated, he 
imagined, would induce parliament to 
think that the vote he intended to move 
ill the committee would be neither ex- 
orbitant nor unnecessary.*' 

Mr Tierney thought, “ it was ex- 
tremely important that the country 
should know, as soon as possible, whe- 
ther the income-tax was to be conti- 
nued ; for although this was a circum- 
stance which he did not consider very* 
likely, yet the doubt which existed^, 
upon the subject placed the landed lb* 
terest under very peculiar embarrass- 
ments, in consequence of many leases 
having expired, which could ^ot be 
renewed under the uncertainty which 
prevailed on this head.^" • 

Lord Castlereagh observed, thaU' 
his right hon. friend, the CtTantellor 
of the Exchequer, had given a very 
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correct outline of the circumstancei 
under which the intended vote of cre- 
dit was to be submitted to the House. 
The War with America would require 
to be carried ou with extraordinary 
vigour ; and demands, of an extended 
description, might, in consequence, 
become necessary on the treasury. 
There Was another branch, however, 
to which it was extremely important 
to call tlieir^ attention. "PJie other side 
of the House seemed to conclude, that 
rile moment peace was established all 
further solicitude should cease. It 
should be recollected, however, that 
the whole state of ‘Europe was yet to 
be discussed ;tand that, although there 
was every moral certainty of a satis- 
factory peace being finally concluded, 
it was both wise and politic that wc 
should be prepared, in the event of 
other results, to maintain pur own 
power and dignity with becoming 
strength. It should also be recollect* 
cd, that at the treaty of Chaumont, 
exclusive of our contribution of sol- 
diers, an engagement had been entered 
into by this country, to furnish a sub- 
sidy proportionate to the troops of the 
other powers ; and a convention had 
since been entered into between the 
four powers, Russia, Prussia, Austria, 
and Great Britain, which had not yet 
been exchanged, and whicli, of conse- 
quence, he had not been able to lay 
before parliament, in which this agree- 
ment had been again recognised — [ Mr 
Whitbread here asked across the tabic, 
what was the date of this convention ?j 
He did not exactly recollect the date, 
but he should be able to staterit before 
lie left the«Hou8e. This fact, how- 
ever^ added to the policy of being pre- 
pared for the worst, he trusted, would 
operate as a sufficient ground for the 
vote in quoition. With respect to the 
general state of the negociation with 
America, he had lo observe, that com- 
missioners had been nominated by this 
country, and were proceeding to the 
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place anointed for meeting the depu- , have purstied oiir legislative la(> ^ 
ties. He knew of no unnecessary de- according to our aecuston^ed ' 

lay to their immediately commencing course, applying practical reihediesr to 
“their functions; but when He last heard tlie practical evds incid|;nt to old esta- 
from Paris, he understoiwl M* Gallatin bliiihmentB, or arising out of hew oc** 
had not left that city* With, respect currences 5 in »ome cases, proceeding 
‘ -to the proclamation of Sit Alexander experimentally, by laws ot a limited 
‘Cochrane, Inviting the blacks to revolt duration ^ iii others, collecting such 
* against their American masters, he be- materials of information, as may lay the 
lieved no such document tp be in exist- ground fqr future itieasureS ; |md those 
ence, although he did underst aim, that who shall conm after us will see traces 
in consequence of several persons r«^" ofthatprogriftjsive improvement, which 
dent in America having expressed a the sober habit of this country, cauti- 
desire tp place themselves under British ously, but not reluctantly, adopts into 
protection, a proclamation had been the system of its domeatid pbhey and 
issued, offering them an asylum in the jurisprudence* 

British colonies. As id Sicily, he was With respect to our financial ar- 
not able to state what system his Ma- rangements, by the provident measures 
jesty’s government might hereafter of a former Sessioq, we have been ena- 
deem it expedient to recommend with bled to refrain from augmenting the 
respect to this island.*^ burthens of the people ; and, at the 

After a few words more from Mr same time, to make our military exer* 
Whitbread, and from Lord Castle- tions correspond with the scale of paas- 
reagh in reply, the sum demanded by ing events. 

government was voted by the commit- « Whilst we have been, thus employ- 
tee, and a bill waJJ brought in and ed, the deatypes t»f Europe have been 
passed for making the grant effectual, grad ualb^Mn rolled before^’our eyes ; 

At *the close of the session of par- and the powerful nations of the north, 
liament upon the SOth of July, the semfing forth their collective strength, 
Speaker of the House of Commons on to try the last issues of war, whilst 
presenting to the Prince Regent the Great Britain and her allies were, with 
Vote of credit bill, addressed to his equal vigour, advancing from the south, 
Royal Highness one of those energetic their joint efforts have, at length, ac- 
and manly speeches, for which Mr Ab- complishcd downfall of the great- 
bott is so distinguished* , est military despotism, which, in mo- 

• « We, his Majesty's most dutiful dern days, has disgraced and desolated 
and loyal subjects, the Commons of the earth* 

Great Britain and Ireland," said he, • “ Ip these arduous struggles, we 
** do now attend your Royal High- . can look baci; with just pride on the 
ness with our last bill of supply for the ^ discharge of our high duties. The Bri- 
servicebf the present year. i army, modelled upon a wise sy^- 

“ Assembled at a periM, when the < tem, steadily and impartially adniinis- 
fate of Europe was still dbubtfulj and tered at home, at>d oi^ndmcted by con- 
balanced by alternate hies and it- summatc sKlfl and valour in the field, 
verses, we have been anxmas, but not hayptfhle its ample share in the glori- 
inactive spectators of those great trans- d\is conclusion of this long and event- 
actions, which have wrought so fortu*/ ful War; his Majesty's faithful 
nate a change in the state of the lent thdV aid to 

lized world. „?ia^tain the honours and dignities of 

^ « During this portent9Us ihtcrV^liP^ ’ illustrious cpfnmahdei*^^ 



16 * EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 181 ** [Chap. T- 

wisdom of the soYcreign has called delivered from the throne upon the 
upon to surround his throne. t same occasion, was not less remarkable 
In the peace which has since fol- for nervous brevity and coraprehen- 
lowed» the eiTcrts of this country have siveness*— •After alluding to the cir- 
been not less glorious. The wise and cumstances in which the powers of 
liberal policy of our government, which government had devolved upon his 
announced justice and equality of Royal Highness, and to his own de- 
rights, to be the basis of our diploma* termination to persevere in that line of 
tic system, has been happily sustained policy which had been pursued by his 
abroad, 'fhe British name now stands royal father, he observed, ^hat ** The 
high in policy as in arnfs ; and an en- zealous and unremitting support and 
lightened people has justly applauded ^sistance which I have received from 
the firmness and temper which have you, and from all classes of bis majcs- 
conciliated and cemented the interests ty^s subjects ; the consummate skill 
of our alMesV cheered the doubtful, ani- and ability displayed by the great corn- 
mated the zealous, and united the deli*- mander, whose services you have so 
verers and the delivered, in a peace ho- justly acknowTedged ; and tlie valour 
nourable and advantageous to all thp and intrepidity of his majesty's forces 
contracting powers. by sea and land j have enabled me, un- 

'rhe events of our own times have der the blessing of Divine Providence, 
outrun the ordinary march of histo- to surmount all the difficulties with 
ry ; peace restored, commerce revived, which I have had to contend, 
thrones re-established ; a well-founded I have the satisfaction of contem- 
hope, that the same counsels, and the plating the full accomplishment of all 
same master-hand, so mainly instru- those objects for which the war was 
mental in the work ‘hith^ertp accom- either undertaken or continued ; and 
pljshed, may, at the approatshing con- the unexampled exertions of thi^coUn- 
gress, extend and fix the work er peace try, combined with those of his majes- 
throughout Europe ; and " a fui thef ty’s allies, have succeeded in effecting 
hope, that the earnest and universal the deliverance of Europe from the 
prayer of this great country may pro- most galling and oppressive tyranny 
vail upon the nations of Europe, in under which it has ever laboured, 
re-establishing their own happiness, to ** The restoration of so many of the 
concur, also, in putting an effectual ancient and legitimate governments of 
end to the wrongs and desolation of the continent affords the best prospect 
Africa. of the permanence of that peace which, 

** Auspicious, however, as our pre- in conjunction witli his majesty's al- 
aent state may seem to be, the^ insta- lies, I have concluded ; and you may 
bility of all human affairs forbids ua rely on my efforts being directed al 
to be too confident of its prosperous the approaching congress to cpmplete 
continuance. Much yet remains to bo the settlement of Europe, which has 
done in Europe ; and we have still ono* t>een already so auspiciously begun ; 
ccatett to m-infehi 'by ^ar ; a war and |o prolnotc, upon principles of 
which we can never consent to termi- justice and ^partiality, all those mea- 
nate, but by the establishment sures which may appear to be best cal- 

clatms, according to tlic maxims (Jf . cnlated to secure the tranquillity and 
public law, and the inafif im*c rights of Jjhappiaess of the nations engaged in the ^ 
this empire.^^ . ^ate war.*' 

The speech of the Prince His Royal Highness expressed a 
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jincere wish for the restoration of bod^ of troop iii British pair upQn the 
peace with America $ but at the same c<)atiHent.~llis Royal Highness can««> 
:ime intimated the deteimination of go^ dhded by assuring the Hpu^e of the 
/ernment to progecute the war within^ Mgh stanpn whic%^rppe recog^aed 
rreased vigour^ till peace should be ob<*> as o^bbgmg to B|||pii> from her gal-^ 
tyined. The continuation ^of the fo^ hntaijtlg^tiefous 
‘eign expenditure was explwned by re. cause "or Ittedom^ / ! BarKament waa 
erring to the necessity which s^ ex;- then prorogtted hy the Lord Chan* 
sted^ of maintaining for a time a celbn 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


State of the French Arnkiei^^Decmf ^^impUne,^Their Line of Defence 
on the Eastern Frmiier^^lmnieihse Prfqkraiions of the Allied ** others ^ — Of 
England^-^Of Russm^Austria<^ — Prmm^ — and of the German StUVes . — 
IVie Allied Soi^erel^n^tahe the Field in Person -^J^thmiasm of the Germans 
on approaching the lihinet — BuonapartPs Address lo his Senate.^ The Al- 
lies transmit tJleir Basis of Pacification^ and aTreaty is commenced. ---Grayid 
Council of War at Prank fort. ^Opening if the Cappaign^^The Austrians 
enter^Swiizerlandf occupy Genem^ and advance into France, -Afhe Russians 
pass the fihiue near Masiadt, and Blucher crosses it in three Places^ — The 
Allien force the Dcfdcs of the VogeMn Mountains. -*• Take Langres and 
Nancy. — Are repulsed from LfonL—Biit gain Possession of Dtjon, and 
' threaten an immediate Advance on PariSf 

T K E important events .Q^the preceding siati warfare* Tbe olRcers upon whom 
year had tfcFonijht the affaj^s^pf Europe the charge of these departments rest- 
to a crisis. Tiiose form\dabBtniliiary cd, and whose cKperience Jiad main- 
means, through which France hsfd so tained that admirable system to which 
long raaintaiiuid an empery over the we ventured specially to solicit the 
other continental states, were now re- attention of our readers in an earlier 
duced and broken. The campaign of stage of the war,’*^ were among tbe 
Moscow had utterJy destroyed an army earliest victims of the retreat. The 
of half a million ot soldier.^, the finest wonderful efforts, therefore, by which 
and best equipped that wore ever led France supplied the levies which gatn- 
to the field by one monarch in the his- ed the battles of Bautzen and Lutzen, 
lory of the world. Great as this nu- and sustained the weight of tiie Saxon 
jnerical loss was, the events that ctimpaigns, had indeed called fortli 
disastrous retreat hud brought about powerfularmies, but were unable to re- 
consequences yet more pregnant wit|ii';;;,'«(Stablish. the tnachiiiery necc8sary,^or 
c^vil to the French power. The stkttV^iSirecting and supporting or to 

of excellent discipline which pervad^^^ the system which, formed and 

the db-' p§r^ipfed itf so many years of victory, 
partrnents ot the fetaff commksa- h^ Sllogetier perished in the wilds of 
riat, which had rendered their'mijwe- RpsTsia* hardly knew the French 
ments so combined, antt their forceK'^ troops,” said a native of Leipsic, “ who 
disposable, was grcatly?hi('ken by ihp arhotig us in 4813, to be in the 

I^Jaijghter and d^st^uctionV^l/^' RuS'^f^iitee service with those who had set 

^ • Sed Editibursh Aunujil^sSstcr, Vol, lUPart 11. o. 220. 
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out for Poland two years before, so tions which we have made, must be^ 
different was their state of discipline, un^rstood as confined to their quar- 
JP that earlier period tfie strictest or- ter- master-generals* department* and 
der was maintained among themselves, to that of the commissariat, and as 
whatever violence they might be per- chiefly’ affecting the mal^chcs, combi- 
m^ted to ofler to the inhabitants. Even nations^ .and mamtenance of their ar- 
“^eir pillage was regulated, and pro- itiies. ' , 

j^'eeded upon a sort of principle which Other evils assailed the unfortunate 
insured an equal partition of spoih remains of the French army of 1813, 
Their dutjes^ their supplitja, di- Their dispirited and broken battalions 
^ \ided amongst the different corps with had scarce foujfa a •refuge in the line: 
a scrupulous attention to justice 1^4, strong forttes^s heyond the Rhine, 
regul'r.rity. But jin 1813, this system when an infeetJpas ^^stemper, the coh- 
was fli»oIvcd, and ail appeared sequence of priyatimjs and fatigue, 

gani/cd and in disorder, It was not broke out in the garrisons^where they 
uncommon fur one brigaae to inter- w\‘re quartered, and carried off num- 
cepi and slaughter the bullocks in- bers of those who had escaped the 
tended to feed another, and the alter- sword of the allies. Yet, it was upon 
natives of waste and of famine were these bands, thinned and diseased as 
to be witnessed among the French sol- they were, that France bad to roly as 
diers, even within the same lines, I the first barrier against tliose evils of 
have seen,** continued the same eye- invasion, which she had so often in- 
witness, within a walk of two miles, flicted upon other countries. These 
one band of Frenchmen ^tiated with troopspecupkd various towns and fort- 
food, flinging away and trampling up- resses upon the, Rhine, from Stras- 
on their half-eaten rations of fresh beef, bourg to upon the left bank 

and another dispersed in groups, seat- of the rivprfunder the JSdaaishals Vic- 
ed upon the skeletons of dead horses, tor and^^art g^nt, J Plfe former general 
and disputing with each other the re- oCeSpied tkeup]^r part of the stream, 
infuse which the ravens and wolves had from New-Brisach to Weiseemboufgh. 
left them.”-— All acted on the principle The latter held a line, covered by the 
of seizing what they could for them- fortresses upon the river» from Lan- 
lelves, without regard to the wants of dau to Coblent*. ^Neither army ex- 
their comrades * and, in proportion as ceeded ten or twelve thousand men, 
such tumultuary bands became formic the gleanings of the bloody fields of 
tiable to the cultivvitors of the soil, and Leipsic and Hanau, 
the inhabitants of the towns where In Belgium, and upon the Lower 
they were stationed, they lost, through Rhine^ the defensive preparations of 
wantofdiscipiine, the terror with which the French were more considerable- 
tbify werewont to impress the armed Aiarmijd at the progress of the Dutch 
enemy. was the case befbjte . revolutionjat the preparations made to 
the battle of Leipsic, tj^t grj^^t de^'^^’^aupport it in the British ports, and at 
feat, with all the calamities ati?Adtttg the y thr eatgag d 

the rapid retreat towards tie Rh^<?iaud in BelgirTtlTfalmost all the disposable 
the losses sustained in ftk battle of in the north of France were 

Hanau, were additional shocks to theit^,^i|^hced under Ae command of Macdo- 
* remaining discipline. But, in the nald, to wh^ was entrusted the,, Se- 
of battle, the exertions of the Frencn^fencC Rhine, from Go- 

soldiers were undiminished, and their "to Nimeguen. Ah ^trmy of 

courage unbroken j and /he observ/i* men, under Geherd Secaexi^ 
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waft specially destined to the protcc- Ah6ve all, the poftftcssion of these fort- 
fion of Antwerp, while Noordep, Oor- resses rendered the co-operation of the 
ctim, Boia4e-I)uc, and Ber^n-Sp- EngSshwith the allied forces circuitous 
Zoom, all v^hich fortresses the French and precarious; and it was of no little 
still retained, <irere strongly garrisoned importance to divide from the forces 
by the remains of Molitor^s army, and councils of his continental enemies, 
Buonaparte has in this poftturi!' of af- those of a foe so persevering and 
fairs been censured by tacticians, for ei{;oral>le. Hopes of victory also still 
attempting to maintain too extended a gleamed before him; and while these' 
frontier, and for shutting up so large Belgian strong-holds remained in his 
a portiofi of his regufcr army in dift* powe^they afforded meatis1[>y which, 
tant garrisons, which Wame of lit* in^he event of his affairs taking a 
tie use in checking the invasion of fSwhrable turn in the ensuing cam* 
an enemy numerous enoufl^ to spare paign, he might spfcedily reep^r all 
troops to hpsiegej oi' at likst to block- of which the insurrection af Holland 
ado them, without materially diminish^ had deprivet him- 
ing the immense force with which he allies, fo the meanwU^^^ 

prepared to penetrate to the French time in preparing tojmprovc the fa- 
capital. It was, said such reasoneri#, vourableconditionoftheir affairs. The 
the fault of Buonaparte^s system,, or impulse of past success and of future 
rather of Kia temper, that he could hope communicated itself to each of 
not yield to circumstances, and that? the confederate states, and the exer* 
as formerly in the case of the numsr** tions lyhich they made were of a na»- 
ous garrisons left in Dresden, Mag- turc commensurate to the mighty en- 
debiirgh, and other strong places on tetprize before tbem« 'From England 
the Elbe, he now •«lnjjg with useless reinforcements were sent with all haste, 
pertinacity^ .to the presw^rion of his to support the insurgents of Holland, 
Belgian conque»«#$.. when pnW^nce re- and to co-operate with Bulow, whose 
quired the concentirallJfi hiy disr right wing, stationed in the mbre east- 
posable force to maintain the very ern of the Dutch provinces, formed 
existence of his authority, and the the e^sfSreme right of that iuimcnse al- 
independence of rile countiy which he lied army, whose left was lost among 
governed. ' the mountains of Switzerland, occu- 

Vex Napoleon^s conduct in the case pying thus a frontier of at least five 
of Holland and Belgium^, although the huiuired' miles in extent. The Bri- 
conseqiience of a choice of difficulties, lish troops in Holland were placed 
may be defended bn reasonable grounds, under the command of Sir Thomas 
The fortresses which he held were of. Graham, now Lord Balgowan, a gene- 
the firfct class of strength, and/should ral whose exploits have frequently be- 
regubr sieges be undertaken agains^,,; fore commanded our attention, and 
thenu were likely to find ample eihi'^f Which will again soon chks^ be dis- 
plqyment for a great army. The^vt ^iugujahed. We postpone the consider* 
overawed the^Jja^i^ents of Holland,'; ’ atiopj i^f theJn for the present, because 
down the"*l3l5au»lc^^ted in : the;,dimpaiJp in Belgium, although it 
Belgium, a country which was^^j^L embraced e^nts highly worthy ot Iiis- 
ouslv about to follow Ihe exampE^J^j^torfcal notice, was unconnected with 
the Dutch, and add ii^ut^Sletqus po**%i^€ofiibats and successes of the grand 
pulation to the ranks o^Sfej ^^ iemies, JraWly, which finally ended the war by 
if the rcmo^l of the French^friS|p|l^oC^^ Paris. It is only necessary 
should them an opportutdlt^^^ here to obse^ ve^. that in furthering an 



HISTORY OP EUROPE, 


Chap. 


ie» 


object 80 important to the regeneration military appointments, w^ert 
of Bntish commerce, as the mdepend- cdH>y the French under the seme gt^ 
cnce of Holland, no effort was spared ncral nttne, and added, by their ear 
the side of the British war depart- vage ppearanoei to the terrors which 
ment; and that notwithstanding the thit name CfcJtsed. Tim Russian army# 
lygearmy maintained and reinforced includiii|gf reserves, might amount tO 
•'imder the Duke of Wellington, in the nearly ^OOfiOQ |hen* 

/fouth of France, a body of troops, Austria, eager tO avenge the sue-^ 
amounting to at least 10,000 men, was ceWve disgraces au4 dejfeats of Ulm, 
put under the command ^of (Jeneral Austcrlitz, a^ '^agram, made the 
Sir Thomas Graham, to co-opeAtfe in most extender levies throngh her 
the final expulsion of the French miniop^. Tl’he War ;Wa» in the highest 
only from the territoiy of our ancient degree popular, both ^ with the 
allies, states oY HloUand, but 0 lso diers and thepeoj^i be^auje it had for 
from Flanders. This number, aided its object the redemption of the mili* 
by Bulow and the Dutch patriots, was lary honour of Cermany> end the vin-^ 
sufficient fully to engage the attention dication of her civil liberty. Italy, so 
of the French troops in that quarter, fij^quently the scene of hostilities be-, 
and to threaten those fortresses which tweenFranceandAustria, and through 
Buonaparte seeined to have reserved the north-eastern frontier^ of which 
as stepping^stonesf (to use a popular Buonaparte had formerly directed a 
and expressive phrase,) fc^ regaining vital blow at the power of the latter, 
possession, at some favourable oppor- was at present a secondary object of 
tunity, of the opulent and important consideration to both, as success in 
territories of the Netherlands, ^ that quarter was silmaat certainly de- 
In Russia, Austt.a, and Prussia, pendent on^c^ent of th e campaign 
the operations for recruiting the allied between th<?grand.attrdc»7^ Italian 
armies proceeded with equalzealonthe tvajjwas Count Belle-, 

part of the p-^ople and of the ffovem- jfSrde, on tne part of Austria, against 
ment. Russia neither forgot wnat she Eugene Beaurarnois, the Viceroy, as 
had suffered, nor what she had achie# he was called, of Italy. But the 
ved ; and her people, easily converted events of this contest, with the re- 
into soldiers, because poor, hardy, and markable defection of Murat, King of 
submissive, were sent forth by their Naples, from the cause of his brother- 
lords or boyars, even in larger proper- in-law Buonaparte, belong to another 
tibns than they were demanded by the part of these amala. The main body 
ukase of the emperor. The utter- of the Austria army, amounting to 
most depths of the desart had caught 150,000 men, with a reserve of nearly 
the impulse. Tribes of wandering equal numbers Js^as stationed al<mg 
Baskirs and Tartars, who had never the Upper Rhine, and extended its 
before liea?df‘"tl5e name of a French# ojierations from Geneva to Spires, 
man, had become acquaint!^ with Ittby Such were the iiMHensc pr epara* 
the conflagration of Mosc<|w, aUd by ticiiis of TiioSeot 

ihe spoils which their brethren of the Frujs8ia|gfift;hc extent and populattou 
^Caspian and Ukraine collecV^d during oL^'ST^state am considered, gn atly 
the retreat of the F rench • These barb^t- jfeeeded the prjjior tion of both* W *th 
^ians took arms in immense numbers | foe people counuy, ap laiMy 

and, though very different in manners add A the mest ignomiiuoUs as wefi, 
and discipline from the real Cossacks, most destructive ^raldom by 

ynd as inferior to them in valour as iiy* Jwnaparte, the war against his au»- 
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’thonty was a sacred cnasadc,. from — as if it were possible that such bene- 
which no Prussian capable of reliefer-, fits, conferred, from such a quarter, 
iog assistance was permitted to withv could absolve the Bavarian general 
draw himself, * Where men hesitated from the claim which his country had 
to join the, army of Biucher, t^y wpon his services. The smaller states 

driven out |jy the reproachd& of of Germany, those which had lately^ 

softer sea* 'What would’ you have;, composed Jerome Buonaparte^a king-" 
had me io T* 9aid ;‘a Prussian ndjale^ dom of Westphalia, or were otherwise , 
man to a friend, who expressed aut^' in immediate dependence on France, 
prise at Hn tog him inarms at an ad^^. lost in abjuring, her yoke so 

vanced period of }ife-*-r-*H What would,. the approach of the allies left 

you liavfe me do ? I remained qUiet ^ liberty choice. As their 

until my wife and daughters told the conquering armies advanced nearer and 
that my hcwibut was compromised by nearer to the Rhine, every day Ufbught 
my inactivity at this great national the, miuisterijqfttoe emancipated states 
crisis.” The same spirit pervaded the to express in jwr^n the anxfous wish of 
cottage of the lowest peasant; and, tlicirmasters to join the grand liiiropcan 
as almost each individual had family confederacy, The forms of diplomacy 
wrongs to remember and to revenge, were so much abridged on these occa- 
the war, od the part of the, Prussians, eions, that a treat,y was formed on a few 
assumed an appearance of personal ani-, questions and answers* The envoy or 
mosity unusual in modern times. The plenipotentiary of the dnke or prince 
army of Prussia, which was under the’ was first asked, if he renounced the 
chiv-f command of the veterin Blucher, cause of Napoleon, and adhered to that 
amounted to abciuli-JL^,000,men. of the allies j and next, what body of 
Besidei^^liC hosts oftfics^three po>v- auxiliaries he had been bound to supply 
erf'll nation 8,'‘fti^onfcderatea^iow ran* to the French army. According to 
ged under their 8ta^*4«^r^^[jnosl'aU^.he his answer, the proportion which he 
national forces of Germany. Saxony was to send to the allies was settled, 
had joined them by the voluntary se- being generally about a fourtli more 
cession of her army during the battle than he had furnished to Buonaparte, 
of Leipsic. HCV forces, commanded And in this summary manner the trea- 
by the Duke of Saxe Weimar, amount- ty was concluded, and sometimes two 
cd to nearly ^4,000 ftien. Bavaria, or three were arranged in the course 
which had been for more than a cf n- of one day. Thus the Confederation 
tUry the faithful ally^ff France, and of the Rhine, like a wreath of snow in 
whose territories had ut|iformly afford- the bed of a torrent, far from opposing 
ed her the means of moving h^r armies a solid resistance tp the progress of 
into Germany, now' stood arrayed the allies, augmented by its dissolution 
against her. The Bavarian army the stream which it was de sitrned to 

30,000 men in number, commanded ,’stem* Tly total nurnBcrof German 

figne ral Wre/lfi. ythose death Buotti-: trqo!p»» exclusive of Austrians and 
parte had arinou ncc4'lThs«i^f his bul- Pjj^u&ians,! amounted to 144,000 men,j, 
letins, as consequent upon \wm«nd , of which number about 70,000 actu* 
which he bad recciv^ at tlie’batSiMf klly crossea the French frontier. Thus, 
FJanau, , To this pito of false int^ fj^clusive of the armies employed in 
ligenceVere added Hamburgh, and otherci- 

nponthepet^onalingratituo&TJflii^Jc^ fortresses, in which the obsti- 

tq Bu6na|>ai1:e, whose gcneroait^3$d »acy of Napoleon had left garrisons ; 
dectoted lum wr|th ji|Je6pnd hond^. 'v^jexclusive al^igpf the armies maintained 



Chai\ 8 .] 


HISTORY OF EUROPE. 


171 


hy Britain and Austria in Belgium and joy, they shouted for exultation 5 and 
Italy, the grand total o£ the army dc 8 * as their armed legions paused upon 
jiped for tlie invasion of France, on the banks of thmr parent rivCr^ they 
the entire line of her north-eastern vowed to ,;revenge the iiljury and de^ 
frontier, amounted to 800.000 men, of gradation: ‘which it h^d so long sub* 
w|kom more than onc'half were kept in tained, at the e^xpence the country 


^;e serve. 

; It was evident that extraordinary 
exertions of authority would be neces- 
sary to secure CO operation iset^A'cen 
armies belonging to different hat^^n 8 , 
and composed of such various ‘ mafe-‘ 
rials ; and it was well judg^, that, ta 
prevcnt* 1 ill chicanery on the subject 
of separate orders from tljeir distinct 
courts, as well as to secuie the cordial 
obedience of the various generals of 
the allied forces, the sovereigns ^/houldj^ 
themselves take the field, as in the 
previous campaign of 3813, and by 
their constant and confidential inter- 


of their latC op'pre&so^i which lay 
stretched in the landscape beyond it. 
Such circuCastances are waffhv of re- 
cord, The ec|pcy^ark^ w tone 
of national feeing, an<i was^ accepted 
as the best omen of future auccesg- 
While this atoftp was gathering a* 
round the fro'ittier'bf Franc#» k is ne- 
cessary to enquire into the preparations 
of resistance adopted by Napoleon, It 
was. now, for the first time, that he felt 
th§ full consequences of “ o^er vault- 
ig aihbition,*' and of conquest ex- 
faded too far to be either effectually 
maintained or honourably resigned- 


course evince to their subjects, as well Npt <>nly had his best armies been 

. . 4.1- 1-1 --j j* ... iL.:,. 


as to their enemies, that their wishes 
and interests, in this momentous strug- 
gle, were identified and indivisible, and 
remove all possibility^of cavil respect- 
ing Commands which should thus ema- 
nate directly from the supreme head of 
each government. 

The determination of the sovereigns 
was fully seconded by the enthusiasm 
of their subjects. That of the Ger- 
mans, in particular, broke foyth in the 
most sinking manner, when, in pur- 
suit oi the retreating enemy, they first 
earnc in sight of tlie broad and magni- 
liceni current of tiie Rhine. The name 
of that noble river has something sa- 
cred to a German ; it mingles in the 
popular songs of his country 


ihipued by defeat and disease, biit ma- 
ny thousandjfc of his bravest soldiers, 
w'hose a8Sistance^^?o«y^iaw have been 
of the last cjamseqocnce, up in 

the dietapt fortresseji^/ Germany and 
w^pP0?1iir>*C:kadcd by large bo« 
dUsof landwehf;^ militia, and volunteers, 
who, avoiding more hasty or hazard- 
ous measures of reduction, waited pa- 
tiently until pestilence and famine 
should compel them to surrender. The 
French ruler neglected no means of 
recruiting the/ rariks which were thua 
weakened. Safer back as . 

the 1st of November, his jgts/ 
own 8te*rn ,voicte had an- 
nounced to hisCobncil of State the des- 
perate situation of the cxiuntry, and the 

>1. . • ’ .•* I • 1 ' 1 - .. .1 jj 


and it ^ 

occurs in every page of ^Is national ^tensive sacrifices which he demand- 
history. The Rhine had 'now, ,ed. One decree ordteii 

secluded for many years from all but i- levy ofj^^,600 men, a second at 
^hc vassais of France, and the feelings 6nc«i the public contributions ; 

with which the native.^ of*Germaiiy, 

‘ once more in arms and victorious, be^‘ 

^‘fieid its majestic course, liberated* as 
were by their own valour, resembled 
^^hose of Xenophon^s followers wh^n 
■^tbey beheld the sea. wept fbrj 


ures of fear® I energy, could they 
ve been ^ ^npletdy enforced ai 
apoleon qjpp^tcd and requirvd. He 
oiljylielnved the timid of his 

ied counsellors by of those 
» of tur^i^nd discbijiccted clb- 
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^^"^quence, which seemed rather to paint 
his feelings than to express his bpi- 
tiions and plans- Wellington/* nc 
said, in the south, the Russians 
threaten the northern frontier, Austria 
menaces the South-eastern,— -yet, shame 
to speak it ! the nation has not risen in 
mass to repel them. Every ally has 
abandoned me— the Bavarians have be- 


them, their execution was become daily- 
more difficult ^in a country drained of 
its male population and of its wealtlj^^ 
The allies, in their declaration of the 
1 8t December,^ availed themselves of 
these severe decrees to proclaim to the 
people of France, that their sole wish 
was peace upon equal and honourable, 
terms, to which, they said, the ambi- 
trayed ‘me !~Peace Sy-no peace tiU tion jn^»‘personal pride of Buonaparte 
Munich is in flames !\-I demand of the only obstacle! In proper- 

tdm as their assertions were credited, 
Napoleoii*8 powerbecameinsecure, and 
it was already obvious that he would be 


you 300,000 men — 1 will form a camp 
at Bourdeaux of 100,000 — another at 
Lyons— a y third at Mttz— with the 
remnants of my former levies I shall 
have a million of men under arms. But 
it 18 men whom I demand of you, full 
grown men, in the prime of life,— n»t 
these miserable conscript striplings, 
who choak niy hospitals with the 6ick| ^ 
and my highways with their carcase^ 
-—Give up Holland ?— -rather resign it 
to the seal — I hear only the word 
peacCf when all around me should re- 
echo with the tear.**— To those 

who heard^is wil^Hequnciation, it 
seemed like*TtK^oice of sonje relent- 
less and cannibal 

victims for the shrine of Moloch, and 
insisting that such only should be se- 
lected as were worthy of the deity# 
The ambition of Napoleon, like the 
Snake-God in Madoc, demanded blood, 
exclaiming, with the v>amc rapacious 
energy, ^ 

Give, give, or 1 \iyill take V* 

And the expostulation of the "emperor 
was like that of the ruthless Neolin— 

— - ‘‘ ihamr to us, 

That since the Stranger here set foot among 

lib, ^ 

Wie have let his lips be 

But although the ^nate o^lRt 
parte instantly authored the measuft 
which he thus stcrnly^j^posed tc 


unsupported by the French people, un- 
less he shouki succeed in convincing 
them that the obstacle to peace did 
not arise on his side. This was a new 
situation for a man so favoured for- 
merly by fortune, and whose judgment 
could not fail to be biassed by the re- 
collection of the most unexampled suc- 
cess. While, however, he was unwil- 
ling to make any sacrifice of those 
portions of his conquests which he still 
retained, and wb|le he continued with 
the utmost energy his attempts to'ere- 
ate new levies, a negociation had been 
long in dependence between him and 
the allies, which he seemed unwilling 
to conclude, although equally reluctant 
to incur the odium which the popular 
feeling in France would attach to his 
being the first to break it off* 

Wc must here resume, that in the 
end of October, when the town of 
Weimar fell into possession of the al- 
lies, the Baron de St Aignan, one of 
Buonaparte's ministers, was included 
by mistake among the prison ers of war. 
When this person reclSmed the immu- 
nitiesducto his character at the hands of 
Prince Sch wartzenberg and Coun tMet- 
ternich, the Austrian minister availed \ 
himself of 'the circumstance to put the 
baron in possession of the general prin- 
l^ples, or basis, on which the allied 
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powers were willing to enter upon a 
treaty of general pacification. The«e 
terms were adjusted in the presence of 
3?brd Aberdeen, the English ambassa- 
dor at the court of Austria, and re- 
ceived his full concurrence. They 
, evince a moderation towards a con- 
:'jiduered enemy, which, considering what 
-^was well known of his temper and dis- 
* positions, and the jealousy which 
^ might be reasonably entertained *^n- 
cerning the duration of any peace W£%b ^ 
left Buonaparte to wield the supreme 
power France, \an only be attri- 
buted to his alliance, with the Emperor 
of Austria, who acted ^ mediator 
daring the .conference. ^ \ 

The memorandum of this basis ex- 
presses the determination of the allies 
to abide by their reciprocal engage- 
ments, and to insist upon a general 
peace, including England as well as ^ 
the continental belligerents ; and pro- 
ceeds to set forth, That the allied 
sovereigns were agreed upon the limits 
which Nature herself had assigned to 
France, namely, the course of the 
Rhine, the chain of the Alps, and the 
mountains of the Pyrenees : That the 
independence of Germany, including 
all the provinces on the right bank of 
the Rhine, was considered as an indis- 
pensable condition : That in like man- 
ner, and upon the same principle of 
national independence, the allies de- 
manded the complete evacuation of 
Spain, and the re.establishment of the 
ancient dynasty in the peninsula : That 
the frontier to be occupied by the 
Austrians in Italy, as well as the mode, | 
in which the independence of the Itsi*if 
lian states were to be secured, should 
be open to future discussion: 
the government of Holland mighl^ilso 
Ae a matter of future considcraUon, un- 
iderstanding always that ii was , to be^ 
settled as that of an independent stated, { 
That England was ready to malct^ ' 
great sacrifices for the establishment 
of peace on Such a basis, ^d would , 


acknowledge such freedom Of com- 
meiice and navijgation as France could 
shew a just daim to. 

There probably nevet was ’a state 
paper so short and m eicplicit as this 
statement The last article alone sa- 
voured of douht. " if nW thrown in 
at tl^ request of tlie Baipn de St 
Aignan, rather p^ha|^ to sooth 
feelings of his yaetgr, an appear- 
ance of concesri&npntte^ 

^ land, than from any, real expeefation 
that England would renounce those 
maritime rightfr; oii which founds 
her sovereignty of the seal, and the 
defence of which die has atdiiFerent pe- 
riods of her history maintained against 
continental nations.' After some 
discussion between Lord Aberdeen and 
the French negociator, the clause was 
expressed pretty nearly as above, which 
of course left the claims of both par- 
ties completely open. The terms of 
this basta^wCre formally ac- 
cepted, om, the part of Buo- Dec. 2, 
napartc, by CafilamcSUrt, 1813. 
called jDuker*^ of 

and thij^ alt|^\p^b of 
ihe^^lbtaryCui^ements. took place,, a 
forhial negociation was on foot be- 
tween the allies and Napoleon. Yet not- 
withstanding the apfiarent frankness 
with which the basis had been demand- 
ed and accorded^ it sterns probable that 
none of the parties, excepting perhaps 
Austria, were very desirous of peace 
upon the terms which it expressed. 
Russia a^d Pru^ia, as well as Eng- 
land, dreaded and distrusted Napo- 
feon ; and, on his part, circumstances 
that afterwards took place made it 
cd^r, that nothing but the severe law 
of necessity woj’H. 

him to rc^riTfiis influence in Holland, 

S ilas his im>at powerful engine 
lling^and/injuring Britain ; or 
, — uiat Italy of which he was 
a native, and which hi4 been 
je of his earliest yict^iries. 
meanwhile, a gwuaiS eoimcil 
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war was hrld at Francfort, to settle 
tJie plan of invasion. Prince Schwjirt- 
zenberg, generalissimo of^ the Austri* 
ans, was met Jjy Barclay de Tolly, the 
chief commander of the Russians ; by 
General Toll, who acted, we believe, 
as their quarter-master-general ; and 
by the remarkable Pozzo de Borgo, 
who, himself a native of Corsica and a 
relation of Napoleon/^had early taken 
the opposite side* in tW civil feuds of 
that island, and had ^been active in 
forwarding the banishment of Buona- 
parte } an injury which the Emperor of 
France coh (descended to remember, and 
to dignify and distinguish him who in- 
flicted it by a train of indefatigabfe 
persecution, which, as it banished^its 
object for a time from almost every 
part of thf^ continent successively, had 
ended by recommending him to the fa- 
vour and protection of the Emperor 
of Russia, which General ¥07/10 de 
Borgo well merited, both by his civil 
and military talents. To these we 
must add Royal of Wir- 

tember^r<ii|om we shall often have 
occasion to noMc^d u i i njg khe campaign, 
the Bavarian GetterSuWftedC, 
indefatigable Blucher, although his ta- 
lents were rather calculated for the 
field of battle than for the previous 
council of war. These distinguished 
officers agreed, with jittle hesitation, 
upon a plan of operations, which, in 
any earlier period of European war- 
fare, would have been accounted only 
one degree short of jnsaiie ^emerity. 
Briefly, it consisted in the resolution 
to avail themselves of their great su- 
periority of numbers, and, instead , of , 
giving Buonaparte time to organte^ 

II r r iifi 1 1 1 r 7 - n it • i r *^1 r- -i r i while the 

allies formed the various 

strong places which cover the Ifench 
frontier of the RhiniL that they srfhyld 
mask each separately wifh a suffici^ „ 
body of tfoops to prevent the gay- 
«ons from acting ifpon the comiftiiiifi€a* 
or rear of the invading 1^^ 


and. crossing the French frontier at all 
points, should press forward by parallel 
marches, and,* uniting their numerous 
masses in the plains of ChampagnST 
move forward directly upon Paris. It 
is said that Prince Schwartzenberg 
would have preferred the less daring 
scheme of throwing the grhatest weight 
of the confederated army upon Lyons 
and the^uth of France, and stretch- 
iog/orward into Guienne, \o form by 
tjj^^means a communication with Lord 
Wellington before advancing on the 
French capital. Bbt the Russian and 
Prussian generals united in recommend- 
ing an im(;nediate and simultaneous 
demonstratidii against the capital of 
France while the enthusiasm of their 
troops was* at the height, arguing at 
once upon the confidence which such 
a movement was likely to inspire into 
their followers, and the confusion with 
which it must strike the enemy. The 
enthusiasm of the Prussians was indeed 
at its height. Many of the soldiers 
had the word Pr/m chalked upon their 
caps ; the sound passed among them 
as a watch- word, and was answered by 
the Russians with the more ominous 
countersign Moscoto I and their irre- 
gular troops, putting wisps of kindled 
straw upon their lances, flourished them 
in the air while, they shouted out the 
name of the French capital. Among 
the Russian officers, many carried 
around their necks small purses, con- 
taining a portion of the ashes of Mos- 
cow, in memory of the vengeance which 
the fall of their ancient capital de- 
manded 5 and the feeling of the whole 
^ army, as well as that^of the Prussians, 
was strung to that high tone which 
qualities troops to execute tvith intre- 
pidity the most despeiate enterprises.' 

It was under these auspices that the 
campaign was opened, and a powerful 
,ilimpression made at once, and in com- 
^iunication, by the invasion of the 
whole north-eastern frontier of France. 
Disregarding the affected neutrality ol 
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Switzerland, the column of the grand 
army under Prince Schwartzetjb.erg 
traversed the frontiers of the cantons 
-^ear SchafFhaussen, the Swiss troops 
retiring before him without the shew 
of opposition. By a proclamation, 
dated from Loerrach, a town within 
six miles of the French frontier, the 
^‘Austrian general declared he entered 
Switzerland as a friend and liberator, 
and that by. a march through uheir 
territories, which circumstaiicesVen- 
,dered indispensable, he was so far from* 
Intending an insub to the independence 
of the* Helvetic League, that he only 
took the step as a necessa^preliraina- 
ry to freeing them, as wUfas other na- 
tions, from the yoke of France* This 
proclamation was well received by the 
Swiss, who soon displayed the same 
desiix* to regain their ancient liber- 
ties which had animated their neigh- 
bours of Germany. This movement 
of Prince Sebwartzenberg was follow- 
ed by the march of thirty thousand 
Austrians and Bavarians, which, ac- 
cording to the plan that had been 
adopted, blockaded the frontier fort- 
resses of Huninguen and Befort, and 
extended themselves as far to the east- 
ward as Blamont and Porentrui, and 
to the north towards St Croix and 
Colmar. Upon the latter point there 
was an engagement of outposts, in 
which the Ficnch had the advantage, 
but which had no results of import- 
ance, The greater part of the depart- 
ment of the JDoubs was thus inundated 
with hostile troops. But the posses- 
sion of Geneva w^as necessary to secure 
the Austrian advance on this quarter,^ 
This little capital, so int<^v*esting by, 
its name and history, was summoned 
by General Bubna, who advanced , at 
; the head of 3(X)0 men, with the pur- 
pose of carrying it by assault. Gene- 
ral Jordy commanded the garrison, of 
about 1200 French. But this officer 
w’^as 80 ®uch affected by the extraor- 
dinary wcumstancea in wUch he found 


himself placed, and by the disgrace of, 
th(^Frenrh arms, that, on receivjug the 
summons, he fell down sensel^s among 
the officers of his staff, — a singular fa- 
tality, . of which we cannot remember 
another instance as having happened to 
the governor of a h^^ieged town. The 
officer who succeeded tb the command 
withdrew the garrison without even 
waiting the re^lt of a capitulation, 
and thus abamoneti Geneva to the 
Austrians, by whom it was instantly 
occupied. The French commandant 
doubtless repented his precipitance® 
when a body of troops wefe descried 
marching to his support from f keno- 
ble j but the fault was irreparable, and 
this important frontier, with more than 
idO cannon, besides stores and ammu- 
nition, remained in the hiy^ds of the 
Austrians. The vengeance of Buo- 
naparte fell, not on the military of- 
fender, but on Baron Capelle, the un- 
fortunate prefect, to whom, as super- 
intendent of the high police, his impe- 
rial majesty attached the duty of re- 
pulsing the k*vading rfn unrea- 

gonable censure civil magis- 

miicV*1mvOiUntarUy reminds u» 
of that passed’ by the theatrical usurp- 
er upon his court physician and the art 
of medicine in general, because it fur- 
nished no drug to scour his kingdom 
of the invading EngHsh. The whole 
first line of theAustrians now crossed 
the Rhine between Basle and SchafF- 
baussen, and advanced to support their 
vanguard. 

Mcaul^/hijc the French territory waa 
invaded in other points by yet more 
inveterate enemies. The Russian army 
of General Witgenstein prepared to 
pass the Rhine 

still lower^Iiiucrier with his Frussiaws® 
and the droops of the late Confedera* 
tm^'^of the Rhine, was in motion to 
^rss between Coblentz and Manfieim^ 
yu the night of the 1st January, Wk- 
effected his passager^ear to 
with slight ijosktance and 
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^tighter The fdr^ of Akace and 
Vaiibatt, on the left aide, were instatiu 
ly evacuated by the French, as well an 
the isle of the^ Rhine, where they had 
attempted lor a whde tO defend them- 
•elves. The passage was now open 
and uninterrupted. The irregular ca- 
valry of the Cossacks, multiplying their 
apparent numbers by their general dis- 
persion,, and magnifyifig them by the 
supposed columns*' of Xi/hich they al- 
ways announced thems^ves to be the 
advanced guard, now spread them- 
selves through the towns and hamlets 
of the departments of the Lower 
Rhine, the Meurthe, and the Masclle, 
whose inhabitants gazed with conster- 
nation on the wild appearance, and 
listened with terror to the dissonant 
tones of tribes, to whom the retreats 
of Moscow and Leipsic had given a 
terrible celebrity. The army of Wit- 
genstein soon extended its reconnois- 
•ances so far as to communicate by the 
left flank with the right flank of the 
Austro-Bavarivxlf '^rmy under Wrede, 
and to dbwipVte the chain of opera- 
tions from GcifeoiL to^Weiss^nburgh 
and Hpires. 

Field-Marshal Bluchcr’s army now 
executed one of those masterly move- 
ments which ma);k the genius of Ge- 
neral Gneissenau, his quart er-master- 
general and^ adviser in tac- 
Dec^ 80, tics. Breaking up from 
1813. Franefort, the army of that 
veteran prepared to pass the 
Rhine simultaneously in three bodies, 
and at three several places. The first 
passage was near the celebrated fortress 
of Ehrenbreitstein,now dismantled and 
ruinous. A bridge was constructed at 
s^vv*rwfe6t:^Jwmerous corps 
d'arraee, commandedbjT'^lSsneral St 
Priest, continued to pour for the ^pace 
of many hours, during which the 
ness never interrupted the constant suc-t 
cession of battalions, squadrons, andl^ 
brigades of artillery, which 
themselves as they made good theie pat-% 


sage through the country oti the oppo- 
site bank. Langerott and the Prussian 
General York* passed the river by 
means of boats near Caub, and irf^ 
stantly occupied the towns of Back- 
rack and Over-Wesel. Lastlyj a bridge 
of boats was constructed in front of 
Manheim, by which the divisions un- 
der the command of Sacken crossed 
the Rhine, and stormed the French 
entreicbments on the other side* By 
thf^j combined and masterly manoeu- 
vres, the Rhine, a river nearly an £ng-»i 
lish mile in breadth, 'and designed as rc 
were by nature to be a barrier against 
the boldest- invader, was safely tra- 
versed at three points by a body of 
4*0, CXK) men, of whom 10,000 were 
cavalry. 

It w^is in vain that Marshal Mar- 
morit, effectually surprised by the ra- 
pidity of these brilliant operations, at- 
tempted to maintain himself On the 
heights between 'rurkheim and Elles- 
tadt. He was obliged to abandon a 
position now liable to be turned on all 
sides, and to retire, leaving his sick 
and wounded at the mercy of the in- 
vaders. In his hasty retreat he broke 
down the bridges of the Sarre. Thus 
the allies were left in undisputed pos* 
'session of the left bank of the Rhine, 
and Bingen, Kreutznach, and other 
places of consequence, fell successively 
into the power of Blucher. 

It remained to be seen whether t!ie 
next natural barrier against invasion, 
presented by the chain of the Voge- 
sian mountains, could be maintained 
against the fury of the allies ; and the 
question became more interesting, be- 
cause the * result would necessarily 
evince the dispositions of the popula- 
tion of France towards the govern- 
ment and towards the invaders. The 
Marshals Victor and Marmont had re- 
ceived no reinforcement from the inte- 
rior. Yet it was hoped at Paris, that, 
with the assistance and co-opc^tion of 
the moufttawers of the Vo®^, they 
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might be able to maintain, for a time 
at least, a country of such n.:inral 
strengthi This remarkable chain of 
mountains commences in the Sundgau, 
and anciently divided the duchy of 
Lorraine from Franche Compt* and 
Alsace They give rise to the Mnirfe, 
the Moselle, the Marne, and the Seine, 

„ extend in a line corresponding to that 
of the course of the Rliiue as far as 
the duchy "of. Di Uxpoiits, ilnd, l^ing 
full of ravines and rock^i, which pre- 
sent a sleep face to the eastward, while * 
from the west they slope easdy up- 
wards, form a sort ol second hue of 
natural fortification to th^yitcrior of 
France after the barrier tlic Rhine 
has been surmounted, Buonaparte had 
not failed to attempt a lv?^y en 
in the districts of Alsace, of the Vo- 
ges, of tile Haute-Saone, ol the Doubs, 
and of Mont-Blauc } and epreial com- 
missioners iiad been dispatched into 
these districts, with high power to com- 
pel, as well as to exhort, the inhabitants 
to the adoption of defensive measures. 
Although General Victor, therefore, 
who commanded on the upper part 
of the Rhine, succeeded in concentra- 
ting some forces between Molsheim 
and Obernay, he soon found that he 
was liable to be cut off by the allied 
forces, which were penetrating unop- 
posed through the defiles of the Vo- 
ges ui every direction, and he was com- 
pelled to abandon that line of defence 
and retreat upon Bacarat, a town on 
the river to the west of the Vogesian 
mountains, harassed in his retreat by 
Platow and his cossacks. A French 
detachment, amounting to about four 
thousand men, retreated frSm Epinay, 
the capital town of the department, be- 
fore the Prince Royal of Wirtemberg ; 
and the French General Duhesme, 
who had established himself at the vil- 
lage of Saint Die, in the very centre 
of these mountains, also saw himself, 
after a fruitless struggle, compelled to 
VOL. VIX. PAST !• 


abandon his position, upon the advanct , 
of % detachment of General Wrede'a 
Bavarian army, 

fn the course of these operations, 
some few of the inhabitants took up 
arms, which led to a proclamation by 
the Austrian generalissimo, to the gross 
injustice of which it is impossible to 
close our eyes. While Prince Schwart 
zenberg recomrryuided disciplit^c to bit 
soldiers, and comma*nded them to re- 
spect the unarmed inhabitant, he w'as 
pleased to announce, that 
every French peasant taken Stk Jan* 
in arm^i should be sent to a* 1814. 
mlitary commission , and pit^ 
nuked with death. From whatever 
quartei such a denunciation comes, 
tue historian is called upon to stigma- 
tize it, as equally cruel, oppressive, 
an.: unjuat. The duty of defending 
his country is the first law incumbent 
upon every citizen, wliatever may be 
the colour of his dress or the usual 
habits of his life. He is called upon 
to obey this sacred' oWigation, even 
without 6cn|pulou|ly CQ0‘’k4c4ing the 
faults of ^he governing vit which he lives 
jjyider, ‘since^’^'to invite the citizen, at 
such a crisis, to discuss the speculative 
points of policy, is, in other words, to 
furnish him with an apology for evading 
his duty. In its discharge, the citizen 
soldier incurs tl^e risk of being alain in 
battle, or of being made prisoner of 
war, and treated as such ; — perhaps, ac- 
cording to the stern laws of war, he is 
not entitled to complain, if the village 
which he has defended, and aided to 
convert into a place of arms and point 
of resistance, is given up to the flames, 
or if, in the heat of the conqueror's 
fury, its inhabit?j’'Vc 
to quartey ^Tliese are contingencies 
of war, tb which, like the professional 
spjdier, the armed citizen necessarily h 
;B ubjected. But in resistance, the lat- 
ter, like the former, is entitled to re- 
and upon submission, to fair 
M 
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garter, and clemency. On no ac- 
^ count was the conduct of the Fij^nch 
in Spain and Russia more Justly ceu- 
8ured» than for their cruelty to the 
inhabitants^ ;Vbose courage and zeal 
induced them to defend their country 
and their property ; and by announ- 
cing .his intention to pursue a similar 
course in France, and still more by 
acting upon it in several instances^ the 
generaussimoof the allies imitated Buo- 
naparte in one of bis nrost unjustifiable 
acts of tyranny. The measure of in-‘ 
timidation was, no doubt, in general 
siiCcessfuH but chiefly because the des- 
otism of Buonaparte had taken from 
is subjects all wish to risk themselves 
in his behalf, in a struggle which, from 
the superabundant numbers of the #ne- 
my, was fccounted at first little less 
than desperate. 

The allies had now cleared away all 
obstacles which prevented their pene- 
trating to the interior of France, and 
had blockaded or besieged Huninguen, 
Metz, and other fortresses upon the 
Frenct^ftfigtier, of which, according 
to the anpienPli ^ics, the y should have 
made themsel ve^llSSlSH befeve pi;e- 
suming to advance* But when the ^ 
rules were adopted, they applied exclu- 
sively to war as formerly waged — by 
armies distinguished rather by disci- 
pline than numerical strength ; and nei- 
ther so numerous as !o sacr^ce divi- 
sion after division to,|^,out an ene- 
my, and carry at a mi^erous loss an 
important position, or to afford a foripe 
Bumcieot to besiege or mjislc a line of 
fortified places, while the assailant still 
^retained strength enough, after having 
thus neutralized the barrier fortresses, 
withoutjiesitation into the 
cPtJfltry which they werp>«|tended to 
protect. This change of tBb military 
.system, introduced py France herself, 
and tending not a little to increase the 
evils of war, by increasing the num- 
bers of ^hose who were exposuijU'fb 
them, and diminishing in proportion 


the power of providing for armies in 
the field, was now turned against her 
by the allies,* whose numerical supe- 
riority greatly preponderated during 
this whole campaign. 

The greater part of the allied army 
having now entered France, the sove^ 
reigns themselves began to appear up 
on th‘e important scene. The 
Emperors of Austria and Jan, 13« 
Ru£8ia,*with the King of 
PpQssia, met at Basle^ and proceeded 
' towards the head-quarters of Prince 
Schwartzenberg, the generalissimo of 
the grand army. It was observed that 
the Emp^or Alexander, on this and 
other occ^^us, found an ingenious 
mode of regulating the etiquette ob- 
served among monarchs, to the satis- 
faction of the Austrian court, without 

S any real advantage in an article 
might appear important to his 
subjects, and which perhaps might not 
(in secret) be altogether indifferent 
to himself. The Emperor Alexander 
allowed precedence to the eror 
Francis $ but then, as he insisted on 
the King of Prussia taking precedence 
of him also, he indicated plainly that 
he was waiving ceremonial, not yield- 
ing it. The monarchs, as they advan- 
ced into the territories of that power- 
ful enemy, who had dictated a dis- 
graceful peace in two of their capi- 
tals, and had laid that of Russia level 
with the ground, were greeted with 
tidings of repealed successes, which 
seemed to promise a more easy con- 
quest than it was afterwards their for* 
tune to obtain. 

, Prince Schwartzenberg had esta- 
blished hi^ head-quarters at Vesoul, a 
considerable town in the department 
of . the Upper Saone, and thence had 
pushed on his advanced guard, under 
General Guilay, against the still more 
important town of Langres, strongly 
situated upon one of the ramifications 
of chain of the Voges. While 
this strdug^ost was menaced by the 
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grand army, that of Blucher, distin- severe one. Count’^Guilay refused to ^ 
guished by the name of the army of admit the town to any terms of sur- 
Silesia, which it had rehdered memo- render, and, in consideration of their 
rable during the previous German cam- having fired on his flags pf truce, obli- 
paign, had traversed the Vogesian ged them to yield themselves up to the 
ridges, and was threatening Nancy, discretion of the coni^uerors. * The 
the ancient capital of the duchy of ngour of the proclamation of the allies 
Lorraine. To this point Buonaparte had thr^tcned them with fire and 
had dispatched the celebrated Ney, sword, but the penalty was commuted 
with directions, if possible, to protect for a pecuniaryicojjtribution,# which 
Nancy and’Langres, and thus to^re- was strictly levfed. 
vent the communication of the Silesian ^ Marshal Ney was as unable to de- 
army by its left with the right of that fend Nancy as Mortier had been to 
under Prince Sch^artzenberg* But protect Langres. Upon his arrival in 
the means with which Ney was sup- the ancient capital of Lorraine, instead 
plied were altogether inadequate to of fifteen thousand men, whom Buona- 
the successful execution t)f this plan, parte had taught him to expect to find 
The emissaries of Buonaparte indeed thtye, he could collect no more than 
prevailed upon the inhabitants of Lan- six thousand, and, having effected a 
jres, confident in the strength of their hasty retreat from the town* which he 
ibwn, to close their gates against the could not defend, he united his small 
idvanced parties of the allies, and to army to the shattered remnants of those 
ire repeatedly upon the officers who who had retreated from the frontier, 
pvere sent to summon them to surren- under the command of Victor and 
!er. In requital of this breach of the Marmont ; and so much were times 
aws of war, the place was threatened changed with the marshsds of France, 
ivith storm and pillage, and was only that the army which these three cele- 
raved for the moment by the unex- brated generaj^had^ zander their joint 
pected appearance of a numerous de- cemmand dia not exceed in number 
:achment of the Old Imperial Guard, 15,000 men. With so small a force it 
inder the immediate command of Mar- was impossible to defend the line of 
jhal Mortier, who, as they advanced the Meuse, and the F/ench army was 
:o the relief of the place, exclaimed compelled to retreat within that of the 
-hat they came to preserve to Langres river Marne. Upon their retreat, Toul, 
hier character of a virgin fortress.* a town in the district of La Meurthe, 
Upon the intelligence that a consi- surrendered itself, with a small garri- 
ierable body of the Old Guard had son, to Count Liewen, and Blucher 
brown themselves into Langres, a large entered Ij^ancy on the very 
ietachment of the army of Schwartz- day on which Ney had eva- Jan* 20. 
mberg, and another from the principal cuated that beautiful town, 

Russian army, under the cqmmand of where the Prussian veteran had esta- 
Barclay de Tolly, manoeuvred to cut Wished his head-quarters. 
jfF their retreat. After some skir- Marshal Macdonald, like tSioiiwther 
mishing, Mortier was obli- French g^efals, had been compelled 
Tan, 16. ged to retreat to Chamont, to retreat from the Lower Rhine into 
and leave Langres to its the interior of France ; and the force 
Site, which at first appeared to be a which still remained in Belgium was 

* The town was known by the name of Langres la Fuce^le, fcom a tradition that 
it had never been entered bwn armed enemy. 
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$0 much insulated, that its contention 
*with the allied troops, under Sir ho- 
mas Graham and General Bulow, must 
form a separate portion of these mili- 
tary details ‘Thus France presented 
in the middle of January a most extra- 
ordinary appearance. The daring and 
gigantic design of invasion had been 
so succes.’ful upon every point, that 
all the ^jeh provinces ^>f the north-east 
of France were already at the mercy 
of the enemy. Yet the French gene- 
rals had displayed their military skill 
in withdrawing their several armies 
from a foe^so superior in niimoers, not 
indeed without considerable loss, but 
without any detachment being com- 
pletely cut off, which, involved as they 
were, and exposed to attacks in every 
quarter, w^s much to have been appre- 
hended. It is also to be remembered, 
that the strong line of frontier fort- 
resses, as well Metz, Landau, Stras- 
bourg, Schelestadt, New Brttsac, and 
Huninguen, which lie along the Rhine 
and command the course of that river, 
as tho$d\>f Belgium, Juliers, Antwerp, 
Wesel, Maestricljt, Vanloo, Bergcn- 
op-Zoom, and Flushing^ remained 
possession of the French, and were 
only observed and blockaded by the 
allies. France, jn this particular, re- 
sembled a champion wounded through 
tjie joints of his unbroken armour. 
The allies were enabled, by the great 
number of their irregular forces, to 
occupy almost all the towns or villages 
of consequence on the frontier depart- 
ments, excepting only the.line of fort- 
resses. And thus every attempt to en- 
force the conscription, or organize the 
levies in mass against the invaders, was 
paral^driti^ those countries where they 
would otherwise have btvt^ost suc- 
cessful,— in Alsace, namely, Franche 
Compte, and Lorraine, which, from 
their neighbourhood to Germany, en- 
tertained towards its inhabitants the 
lioatile feelings usual with bordei^cM. 


It had also been iatended by tbs. 
allies to overawe Dauphlue, the cradle 
of the revoiuwoD, and the district iti 
which the inhabitants were most at- ; 
tached tp Buonaparte, and to occupy, 
Lyons, the second city of Fiance, in 
point of population, wealth, and 
sequence. For this purpose General 
Bubna having obtained possession of , 
Geneva, as we have alteady noticeds 
pro^^aimed to the inhabitants of tlie 
Valois liberation from the French go- 
vernment, and to Savoy the restora- 
tion of the King of Sardinia, her le- 
gitimate sovereign. Having succeed- 
ed in raishjg these mountaineers in fa- 
vour of th^^ allies, he made a hasty 
march upon the Rhone, occupied Ma- 
9011, and, though his light troops were 
repulsed from Chalons, advanced to 
the very gates of the important city of 
Lyons. General Meusnier, witn a 
veiy few soldiers, and the assistance of 
a half-armed population, would have 
been probably unable to support a 
sudden and hardy assault ; but the 
Austrians proceeded with so much 
caution, that Marshal Augereau, to 
whom Buonaparte had intrusted the 
defence of Lyons and of Dauphinct 
gained time to throw himself into the 
city, with a considerable body of re- 
gular forces. The opportunity wa« 
lost, and Bubna saw him- 
self compelled, for the pre- Jan, 22. 
sent, to retreat towards 
Bourg-en- Bresse, evacuating at the 
same time his late conquest of Ma9on ; 
and although Chalons had been taken 
in the interim, the repulse of the in- 
vaders from Lyons was sufficient to 
give courage to the dispersed adhe- 
rents of Napoleon. Dijon, the ancient 
capital of Burgundy, was expected to 
have shewn a spirit of resistance simi- 
lar to that of Lyons. But it proved 
otherwise. The people, discontented 
with tile iron government of Buona- 
parte, and terrified at the numerout 
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armies which they beheld advancing 
on every side, mutinied against the 
Count de Segur^ who, a» extraordinary 
bajommissioner of Napoleon, endeavour- 
ed to animate them to defence, and 
opened their gates to the 

/ an» l9. first considerable detach- 
ment of Prince Schwartz- 
. enberg’s army which appeared before 
^ Iheir walls. 

It was Aow anxiously asked, n^hat 


preparations of defence Buonaparte, 
onc^ so formidable in offensive opera- 
tions, was arranging against an enemy, 
who, with celerity resembling his own, 
had occupied within a "fortnight hia 
whole eastern frontier, and might move 
upon Paris without encountering the 
obstacle of any regular fortified place. 
The next chapter will elucidate this 
ucstion. 
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CHAPTER IX. 


The Government of Buonaparte is \inpopular, ’•^Report of the Legislative 
Body, — Napoleon\s indignant Reply. — Negociations Jiff Peace a,t ChatiL 
Ion. — Buovtt'parte recalls his Spanish ArmieSy and makes fresh Levies.^ 
His personal Behaviour. — Fall of public CrediL^Napoleon leaves Paris to 
join the Army. — General Fietv of his Plan of d^ensive Operations. — Battle 
of Brie nne. -^Bailie of La Rothiere. — The Allied Armies again separate . — 
Buonaparte evacuates TroyeSy and renews his Negociations for Peace . — 
Moves suddenly to his left against the Army of Silesia. — Defeats Alst^effy 
and Sackeiiy and compels Blucher to retire. — Masterly Retreat of the Prus- 
sians. — The Grand Allied Army advancesy takes Nogent, and threatens Pa* 
ris. — Napoleon takes Monterau. — Skirmish at Mery — Schvoartzenberg eva* 
cuales Troyes.'-*-‘Ex€cution of GouaulX. -^Blucher advances to the Marne.**** 
Exhausted State of the Theatre of War. 


When Buonaparte began to look 
around him to organize his means of 
defence, he found, according to the 
common lot of despots, that his power 
was limited, 80> soon as it came to de* 
pend upon the affections of the peo- 
pie. He bad already sacrificed, in the 
Russian and German campaigns, those 
liberal supplies of recruits and treasure 
which his absolute power had been 
able to wring out of the ?xhausted 
country, and no resour'ce remained, 
excepting to render the war national, 
and to stimulate the inhabitants of 
France to those ardent exertions and 
unbtfftViued sacrifices ^ich authori- 
ty alone can never enfor62 upon a 
people, but which have frequently 
been made at the call of enthusiastic 
and devoted patriotism. The allies, 
fully sensible of the danger should 
the war take this turn, had in all their 


declarations drawn a distinction be- 
tween Buonaparte and the French 
people, and represented the wrongs 
they had suffered, and the fears which 
they reasonably entertained of the am- 
bition of the former, as the sole ob- 
Stacie to their concluding a peace up- 
on honourable terms with the nation 
which he commanded. These asser- 
tions received very general credence 
among the great majority of the na- 
tion, particularly of the higher and 
wealthier classes, who, unless connect- 
ed with the court and army, reluc- 
tantly saw the fortunes of France put 
upon the hazard to support the ambi- 
tious schemes of an oppressive usurp- 
er. He was not long of learning this 
unwelcome truth, through the medium 
of his legislative body, which, though 
by the forms of his constitution, it 
hud been studiously neutralized and 
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trammelled, and had shewn itself sub- 
servient to the purposes of the em- 
jejaff upon ordinary dccasions, did 
nBow, upon the approach of this great 
crisis, display some glances of that 
public spirit which is inseparable from 
ihe very nature of a representative 
pibody, and acquired importance as the 
• influence of the despotic sway of the 
sovereign became relaxed and dimi- 
nished, To this body Buonaplirte, 
having first endeavoured still further 
to secure its pliability, by naming to 
the office of presfdent a creature of 
his own, who had no seat among its 
members, communicated the progress 
of his negociation with'the allies, in 
the view, doubtless, of obtaining from 
diem, as representatives of the nation, 
a declaration that he had used in vain 
every effort to procure peace ; and 
that the French people were there- 
fore bound to second him with their 
lives and fortunes, in the inevitable war 
which the allied powers had forced 
upon him. But tne report of the le- 
gislative body, made through the or- 
gan of the respectable Mous. Laine, 
intimated, though under the most stu- 
died forms of profound respect, that 
a very different conviction had arisen 
in their minds from perusal of the do- 
cuments laid before them, Thjy ob- 
served, that the best mode of confront- 
ing the accusations of extravagant and 
unjust ambition, brought against Na- 
poleon ill the declarations of the allied 
powers, would be a solemn counter- 
manifesto on his part, distinctly ex- 
pressing the sacrifices which he was 
willing to make for the pacification of 
Europe, They more than intimated 
that the allied powers had laid before 
the emperor a deliberate and explicit 
basis, on which they were willing to 
make peace, and that France, as well 
as the allies, had a right to expect 
that such a proposal should meet a 
candid and frank reply. It was not, 
they admitted, for them dictate the 
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terms of the imperial declaration, 
“ which would resound through the' 
universe but they did not abstain 
from hinting, that it was only in the 
case of such a pacific declaration being 
made and rejected by the allied powers, 
that the crown and the people of 
France could be considered as embark- 
ed in a common cause, or that the lat-' 
ter could be broiight to hazar^ every 
thing in defence oF the former. In 
the end of this report, which was of 
a novel nature under Napoleon's go- 
vernment, the ominous terms, liberty, 
safety, property, and the Security of 
public rights, were insinuated as ex- 
pressing the boons to be held out to 
thg French people, in order to stimu- 
late them to active and energetic re- 
sistance against invasion.^ 

An address to the emperor Dec^ 28. 
was voted in terms of the 
report, and the general voice of the 
legislative body appointed the report 
itself to be printed, in spite of the op- 
position of a feeble minority, compo- 
sed of Buonaparte’s courtiers^nd mi- 
nions, But much as he needed the 
support of public opinion, Napoleon 
would not temporize with the reviving 
spirit of freedom. He spurned against 
this equally unexpected remonstrance, 
as the stern prophet of old did against 
that of the dumb animal, whose mouth 
was miraculously opened to announce 
the danger which lay in the path of 
its rider. He forbade the printing of 
this unwelcome document, occupied 
with a milLlary force the hall of the 
legislative body, prohibited their fu- 
ture sittings, and calling the members 
before the footstool of his throne, lie 
reproached them in the bitterqs^erms. 

“ Lainc, the'chief of that committee,*' 
he said, “ was a traitor to his country, 
and in correspondence with the Prince 
Regent of Britaix? — others were fools, 
who were treading the path which had 
conducted the party of La Gironde to 
tlie scaffold. — You are not,*' he said. 
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*ft the representatives of the people, 
"you are but the deputies of the » de- 
partments — I came to seek consolation 
from you— courage I have of my own. 
Instead of doing what I desired, you 
have sought to calumniate me in the 
eyes of France, and to draw a line of 
distinction, separating the interests of 
the sovereign and of the people— I am 
the onljV true representative of the 
people — which of* you is able to sup- 
port such a task ? — the throne is but a 
piece of w'ood covered with velvet — I 
am both the sovereign and the people 
—in three ¥nonths the enemy shall be 
repulsed, or I will he no more — is it 
a time to prate of reforming the con- 
stitution when the frontiers are attack- 
ed ? — France desires another consti- 
tution, and^that constitution does not 
please me, let her seek another sove- 
reign — have I not stooped sufficient- 
ly to attain peace, since I have sa- 
crificed my sense of superiority over 
those with whom 1 am treating for it ? 
—if I have pride, it is because I have 
courage— it is because France is in- 
debted to me for her grandeur — your 
address is unworthy of me and the 
legislative body — 1 will print it in my 
own time, with such notes as shall re- 
dound to your eternal disgrace. — 
Hence ! — begone to your homes — sup- 
posing I have faults, was it for you to 
reproach me w'ith them before the 
public— they who Lave foul linen to 
wash do not invite the world to be 
spectators.— Begone I — France has 
more need of me than I have need of 
France.’* 

With this singular harangue, which 
displays at once irritated pride, jealous 
ambitiaau«S.nd determined egotism, ex- 
pressed in a style in whirfi obscurity 
and inflation cannot disguise traits of 
low vulgarity, Napoleon dismissed 
the only branch of jhis constitution 
which had any pret^Be to term itself 
the organ of the people. But either 
lie bimielf, or his wiser counsellors. 


saw npt the less plainly the necessity 
of continuing, in appearance at leasts 
the negociatioHs for peace, unless he 
meant utterly to alienate from his caused 
the affcctious of the inhabitants of 
France. To temporize at once wkh 
the allies and with the ex* < 

pectatioDS of his own sub- Jan. ^ 
jects, Caulamcoiirt was di- 
rected to resume an intercourse with 
Prinae Metternich, the Austrian mi» 
nister, which had been neglected, since 
*^3 letter of that statesman, 
dated about a moitth be- Dec ICk 
fore. In consequence of this 1813. 
overture, Giulaincourt re- 
paired to Cbatillon, then the head<4 
quarte rs of the allied sovereigns, and 
there awaited the amval of Lord Vis- 
count Castlereagh, whom Lngland had 
deputed as her plenipotentiary upon 
this occasion, and who soon after arri- 
ved. These statesmen, on the part 
of the different belligerent powers, 
continued their sittings uninterrupted 
for several weeks ; the demands of the 
alhes, and the concessions of Buona- 
parte, fluctuating according to the va- 
rious events of the war which was wa- 
ged around them. But although the 
principal ministers of the first nations 
in the world were thus placed in con- 
tact with each other, all the usual de- 
lays of ncgociatioiis abridged or remo- 
ved, and each more explicit than an^ 
other in expressing iheir wishes Tor 
peace, wc may be permitted to doubt, 
whether any of the powers represent- 
ed in that assembly, excepting only 
Austria, were oerious in desiring it. 
llus?ia and ^Prussia had suffered too 
much through Buonaparte’s arms, and 
entertained a dread too well grounded, 
of his disposition at once vengeful, 
warlike, and enterprizing, to accede, 
unless compelled by circumstances, to 
any peace which should leave him at 
liberty to seize the first favourable op^ 
portunity of revenging the losses of 
the campaigns 1812 and 1813, and the 
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httmilutioa of bein^ compelled to sign 
a treagr 6o near the gates of his capi- 
tjal^ tn Britain, it was well undcr- 
H^iod, that a great proportion of the 
public, having at their head the Prince 
Kjsgent himself, were decidedly ad- 
verse to any peace which should leave 
rthe power of France to be wielded by 
Buonaparte ; and we well remember, 
that at a period when such an event 
appeared to be inevitable, the Views 
spread as deep a gloom over a great 
part of the community, as if they had 
been tha tidings of a disastrous defeat. 
Thus tliree out of four of the princi- 
pal allied powers were united in oppo- 
sing any peace with Nafioleon, which 
should not contain a suiBcicnt guaran- 
tee for its duration ; and how difficult 
it must be to find such a guarantee, is 
sufficiently obvious. As for Napoleon 
himself, whose clear interest it was to 
have thrown himself into the arms of 
Austria, and accepted such a peace as 
he might .secure by her mediation, it 
is evident his mind was not tamed to 
a tone of prudence by his misfortunes, 
since he clung to his claims upon Hol- 
land and Italy, at the risk of dis- 
gusting Austria by his demands upon 
the latter country, and throwing in- 
surmountable obstacles to peace with 
England, by struggling for the for- 
mer point. Not even the very intel- 
ligible address of the legislative body 
cduld move him to a frank declara- 
tion of the terms on which he was 
content to accept of peace, and thus 
confute the charge of irregular ambi- 
tion brought against him by the allies, 
and unite the cause of hinjsclf and hia 
dynasty with that of the people of 
France. Austria alone, therefore, con- 
tinued to desire a peace, which should 
maintain Buonaparte or his family up- 
on the throne of France, with power 
circumscribed but not annihilated. In- 
dependent of the awkward and ungra- 
cious appearance of being active in 
dethroning his sonda-law^ and barring 


the succession of a kingdom against,^ 
his grandchild, the Emperor Ftancis 
might dread the increasing influence 
of Russia in the west oj Europe, and 
wish to preserve on the throne of 
France, a family that would owe it 
immediately to his protection. The 
war-cries of the Austrian soldiers on 
entering France, Down with Napo- 
leon, and long life t]^e Regency,^' have 
been supposed to intimate the alterna- 
tive which Austria would have prefer- 
red in the event of Napoleon^s being 
dethroned, the succession, namely, of 
his son, under the gnarSianship of 
Maria Louisa. But to this plan, and 
particularly to the possibility of secu- 
ring such a government against the 
intrusion of the father and husband, 
lay many political objecCions. Still, 
however, with a pertinacity which 
characterizes her councils, Austria 
appears to have adhered to her desire 
of peace with Buonaparte on moderate 
terms. Her aid was too essential to the 
common cause, to periftit hjr wishea 
to be neglected by the allies; while 
her countenance was of too much con- 
sequence to Buonaparte, to admit, of 
his openly repelling her mediation. 
The negociation was therefore kept 
alive until the chance of war should 
determine the belligerent powers either 
to bring it to 3 sudden conclusion, or 
to as sudden a rupture. 

Meanwhile Buonaparte used all hit 
remaining influence to complete bis 
levies, ^nd, relying little on the raw 
conscripts who were torn from their 
homes and hearths to sustaiv, without 
cloathing, supplies, or equipments, the 
rigours of the winter campaign, he de- 
termined to withdraw from the 

army of Marshal Suchet, and to recall 
large draughts from that opposed to 
Lord Wellington, whose place he en- 
deavoured to ft|||||yy with new troops. 
Exhausted as^r was by consenp- 
tions. it is astoiiir,hing to what an ex- 
tent France was still able to answer 
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call of hef stern ruler. Napoleon 
was enabled to form twelve compkte 
regiments of volunteers, and to add 
largely to the effective number of the 
army, of which his imperial guards 
formed the elite. Yet either he dread- 
ed the consequence of leaving the Pa- 
risians, unawed by his presence, to the 
suggestions of the discontented, and 
of the recret royalists^ who already 
were begun to cabal among themselves, 
or be felt some repugnance to plunge 
into the sea of labour and danger which 
awaited him. Occasionally, and by 
starts, he rushed abroad among the ar- 
tizans, soldiers, and conscripts, and 
endeavoured to secure their attach- 
ment, and inflame their resolution, by 
the familiarity and warmth of his ex- 
hortations ftt) resistance. But more 
frequently immured within the solitary 
recesses of his palace, he was repre- 
sented by his courtiers as engaged in 
meditating one of those master- strokes 
of the military art4)y which he had 
frequently dispersed the assembled ar- 
mies of confederate nations, as the sun 
breaks through the gathered clouds. 
It was even reported by those who 
watched his least movements, that, af- 
ter long musing over the chart of 
France, and mak^pg various measure- 
ments and calculations, he had been 
observed to throw downjiis compasses, 
stride across the apartment, and ex- 
claim with the rapturous enthusiasm 
of the Grecian discoverer, “ I have 
them— I have them secure ! — not a man 
shall escape me.’’ — Such reports went 
abroad to feed the confidence of his 
adherents, and to maintain the sinking 
ipirits of the nation ; but the judicious 
observed that, in these circumstances 
of unparalleled embarrassment, Buona- 
parte displayed neither the alacrity of 
mind, nor the promptitude of decision, 
which characterize^lllLofFensive cam- 
paigns, and they au^RR that his mind 
must finally sink under the difficulties 
•f his situation. Public confidence 


fell rapidly, and was of course ac- 
companied in its descent by public 
credit. The bink of France, perd^- 
ving that their stock of specie would-'' 
be speedily exhausted by the run up- 
on their establishment, and tnat gold, 
already at a considerable premium, 
would be speedily withdrawn from cir- 
culation by speculators and hoarders, 
adopted a resolution not 
to puy above 500,000 Jan. 18. 

francs (about 20,0001. 
sterling) per day ; and Buonaparte 
sanctioned this restrfetion by ar regula- 
tion of police, which tended to throw 
that portion of specie which might still 
be issued, into the hands of his own 
adherents exclusively, since it was or- 
dained, that no one should receive 
change for bank notes unless he were 
the bearer of a number, delivered to 
him by the Maire of his quarter.” — 
These were measures which evidently 
showed the distracted and desponding 
state of the country. 

At length Buonaparte resolved to 
put himself at the head of the army, 
conferring, as upon former occasions, 
the ostensible office of regent upon his 
empress, Maria Louisa, but under the 
direction and controul of his brothers 
and other counsellors, whose interests 
he deemed most closely connected 
with his own. The officers of the 
national guard of Paris, eight hundred 
in number, were summoned 
to the great saloon of the Jan. 23. 
Tuilleries, to receive the 
solemn deposit which Napoleon en- 
trusted to their honour, in the persons 
of his wife auid child. The scene was 
probably premeditated for the sake of 
effect ; but it was one of those in 
which every actor feds compelled to 
enter into the spirit of his part. The 
situation of that great General, here- 
tofore the conqueror of so many na- 
tions, now assailed by entire Europe, 
committing his empress and heir to the 
faith of the amed citizens of his ca- 
8 
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pital, while he marched against the pe- 
rils that environed him, had something 
in affecting and subjime. The pale 
w/igSa downcast looks of the empress, 
“Cfho held her child in her arms, show- 
ed she had not forgotten that her fa- 
ther was among the most powerful 
enemies of her husband. With purer 
and more natural eloquence than cha- 
racterized Napoleon’s ordinary ora- 
tions, “.He confided/' he sai^, and 
he spoke it in a tremulous accent, 
“ his wife and child to his faithful 
citizens of Paris,«|;hu8 giving them the 
dearest* mark of his confidence which 
he had it in his power to bestow. He 
trusted their walls would not be dis- 
honoured by the appearance of the 
enemy, but should, in the grand ma- 
noeuvres of the campaign, some hordes 
of light troops force their way thither, 
he was sure the brave inhabitants of 
Paris would not forget that their sove- 
reign had committed its defence to 
them.” This affecting appeal was re- 
ceived with every mark of respect and 
enthusiasm, and answered by an uni- 
versal shout of Vive I* Empereur! and 
though the feeling might on both sides 
be only temporary, we cannot agree 
with those who see nothing but char- 
latanism in the appeal, or hypocrisy in 
the manner in which it wac answered. 

Two days after this stri- 
Jan, ^5. king scene, Napoleon set off 
, to join his army assembled 

at Chalons-sur-Marne. 

The character ot the campaign that 
ensued was in some respects determi- 
ned by the nature of the country, and 
in others by the state of the contend- 
ing armies. The immense numbers of 
the allied forces compelled them, espe- 
cially at that dead season of the year, 
to extend their lines, in order to pro- 
vide for the subsistence of their nu- 
merous armies. And unquestionably, 
notwithstanding the good intelligence 
of the allied sovereigns, and their ge- 
neral agreement upon the plan of the 


campaign, complicated movements and 
combinations, upon such an extended 
line of operations, arc formed with dif- 
ficulty by troops of different countries, 
and acting under independent com- 
manders. The despotism of a sole 
commander-in-chief is necessary, not 
only to enforce activity upon some ge- 
nerals, but to repress the rash zeal of 
others, who, sefing some immediate lo- 
cal advantage befove them, may pursue 
it without regard to the general plan 
of co-operation. These disadvantages 
did not fail to throw into the opera- 
tions of the allies an occasional appear- 
ance of hesitation, uncertainty, and 
even contradiction. The army of Buo- 
naparte, on the contrary, though great- 
ly inferior in numbers, for he had sel- 
dom more than 60 or 'J^,000 men in 
the field, executed with precision and 
rapidity those manceuvres which the 
emperor dictated, and the details of 
which were committed to generals 
equally capable of commanding and 
willing to obey. Aw^jre of these im- 
portant advantages, it wan Buona- 
parte^s plan to attack the allied armies 
upon the points where their combina- 
tions were weakest, — to supply by ra- 
pidity of movement the want of num- 
bers, — and to contrive by his manceu- 
vres to prevent a rtiperiority of force 
from being poured upon him in the 
actual field of battle, however inferior 
his numbers might be upon the gene- 
ral amount of the armies in the field. 
The game was a bold, but not a des- 
perate* one. Napoleon had in his fa- 
vour tire chance of obtaining ane of 
those fortunate victories which had of- 
ten before relieved him when on the 
point of being overwhelmed by num- 
bers ; and he might reasonably hope 
for some favourable opportunity of 
softening Austria, and detaching her 
from the genejal alliance against him, 
or of fo8terio|^|j||ie seeds of dissension 
in a league composed of so many va- 
rious nations. Victory, even partial 
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Victory, might awaken the spirit of 
France, and rally around him the whple 
body of the nation. Victory, even par- 
tial victory, might renew in the minds 
of the allied troops the terror of his 
arms ; and should they then reflect 
that they were advanced into the heart 
of France, leaving behind them fort- 
resses containing a whole army, capa- 
ble of r^dering their ^»-etreat calami- 
tous by a sudden linion in their rear, 
it was doubtful whether, having lost 
one battle, they would await the con- 
sequences of another, when a second 
defeat might render their situation in- 
extricable. Those who have censured 
Napoleon’s tactics on this occasion, as 
opposing to the allies activity without 
plan, and courage without foresight, 
have neglectj^d to observe, that in its 
very nature it must depend upon con- 
tingencies, and have omitted to inform 
us what other he could have substitu- 
ted in its room. 

The nature of the country through 
which the allifts had to advance was 
favourable to Buonaparte’s system of 
partial warfare, especially in the winter 
season. It is traversed by three large 
rivers, the Marne, the Aube, the Seine, 
and their tributary streams. In most 
places these rivers are, during win- 
ter, deep and unfordable, and there- 
fore only to be passed by bridges or 
pontoons. The towns 'and villages 
upon these bridges have, as is usual 
on the continent, old walls and gates, 
which, though they do not render 
them, properly speaking, defensible, 
afford strong and tenable positions, if 
occupied by a sufficient force. To 
improve these into strong iples de 
.field-works, ramparts, and 
palisadoes, had been part of Buona- 
parte’s active policy ever since the 
danger of invasion became imminent. 
It is obvious that this mode of occu- 
pying a town, instead of protecting 
the buildings and inhabitants, which 
% the ordinary purpose of fortifica 


tions, has almost the certain conse- 
quence of rendering the place a sceno 
of conflict and ruin. It was there 
with feelings of horror and despair 
the citizens of these unfortunate town# 
beheld the officers, whom Buonaparte 
had dispatched for that purpose, makef 
the unrelenting preparations necessary 
for this desperate system of warfare; 
The inhabitants of IVoyes, in parti- 
cular,, remonstrated with the colonel 
of engineers, in performance of thi# 
duty, that his plan of defence involved 
the demolition of the suburbs pf their 
city. “We have burnt as fine su-J 
burbs before now,*’ was the indifferent 
and insulting answer. By means of 
converting these towns into defensible 
positions, Buonaparte proposed to ar-^ 
rest, in particular places, the move- 
ments of the allies, to exclude them 
from the ordinary points of passing 
the rivers, and by compelling por- 
tions of their army to take difficult 
and circuitous routes, to derange the 
combinations of all, and to gain att 
opportunity of falling with his whole 
force on some inferior division of the 
allies, when thus arrested and separated 
from the rest of their army by the 
obstructions which this system pre- 
sented. 

It was time that Buonaparte should 
present himself on the scene, for his 
generals were giving way in all direc- 
tions. After the success of the grand 
army of the allies at Langres, they 
advanced two divisions, commanded by 
the prince Royal of Wirtemberg and 
by Count Guilay, upon toe village of 
Bar-sur-Aubc, a position which com- 
mands the high road to Troyes. The 
place was gallantly defended by Mor-( 
tier, its importance being increased aa 
it covered the communication with 
Chalons-sur-Marne, where NapolecMl 
had assembled his army. But the! 
Pnnee Royal having obtained posses- 
tion of Colombey, Mortirr was obliged 
to evacuate Bar-sur-Aube after consi- 
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derable resistance and the 
Jan, 24. loss of 2000 men, and the 
town was immediately oc- 
lied by Count Guilay, While the 
grand army made this movement in 
advance, Bluchcr pressed forward by 
forced marches upon Toul, in order to 
unite the Silesian army with that un- 
der Prince Schwartzenberg. The forces 
of Napoleon were also in motion to 
prevent tdiis junction. They ft>rmed 
tlie French grand army, consisting of 
the various corps of Marmont, Mac-* 
donald,.Ney, and other distinguished 
French generals, who, retreating from 
the frontiers which they could no long- 
er defend, had concentrated at Cha- 
lons, and having there been reinforced 
by the Imperial Guards and the new 
levies, were now commanded by Na- 
poleon in person. Some actions of ca- 
valry took place, in which the French 
were worsted, and Generali Eanskoi 
obtained possession of Saint Dizier, 
which he held as a point of observa- 
tion. Suddenly the Russians were at- 
tacked in this position by V ictor, whom 
Napoleon had detached for that pur- 
pose ; they were driven from the 
bridge, and obliged to disperse them- 
selves in the forest of Montierender, 
while Buonaparte, arriving at Saint 
Dizier, was received with songs and 
acclamations. It was now in his power 
to have thrown himself with his whole 
army into the rear of the allies, whose 
principal armies w'ere advanced consi- 
derably to the westward of the point 
which he thus occupied, — to have 
threatened and intercepted their com- 
munications,— and to have essayed whe- 
ther such measures of* intimidation 
would make them desist from their 
project of marching upon Paris, But 
learning tliat while he thus manoeuvred 
on their flank and rear, the Silesian 
army, in correspondence with that of 
Pi wuce Schwartzenberg, had taken pos- 
session of the course of the Aube, oc- 
cupied the rigl'it bank, and secured the 


bridge at Brienne, Napoleon resolved# 
in preference, to attaclk Blucher upon 
one of the points of that position, 
trusting he might overwhelm that ve» 
teran with the immedi&te force under 
his command, before the other allied 
generals could make any lateral move*, 
ment of concentration for his support* 
Blucher was apprised of the advance 
of Napoleon the dispersed corps of 
Lanskoi, which h^d ded before him* 
The Prussian general had already ar- 
rived on the Aube, and having ta- 
ken possession of Brienne le Chateau, 
and adopted as his right \^ing the di- 
vision of the Prince Royal, which had 
occupied Bar, he detached cavalry in 
advance from the left bank as far as 
tfie vicinity of Arcis, and even Troyes, 
both of which were occupi^jd by French 
troops ; thus making movements in ad- 
vance, while Buonaparte was threaten- 
ing his rear. Schwartzenberg, in the 
meanwhile, was advancing on Bar-sur.* 
Aube, and his arrival there would 
complete what Napoleon had most to 
fear, a junction of these hostile armies 
in a position which threatened Paris. 
All that remained for him was to at- 
tack Blucher upon the Aube before 
he should move towards Schwartzen- 
berg, or Schwartzenberg come up to 
him. About three o^clock, 
p. M. the French army came Jan, 29. 
in sight, just* as Blucher, 
apprised of their design by an inter- 
cepted dispatch, had determined to 
move towards the grand army. Bri- 
eime is'a l 4 rge open village,, at the foot 
of a hill on which is placed 4s cas- 
tle, surrounded by a wooded park. 
That building, occupied as a military 
academy, chanced, by a singuhir coin- 
cidence, to be the very place whei-e 
Buonaparte received, at the cxpence 
of the family of Bo urbun, the rudi- 
ments of the military skill which he 
was now about to display on the very 
scenes where he first studied it. Thil 
chateau, at the time the engagement 
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began, was occupied as the head-quar- 
ters of Blucher and his staff officers. 

The first advantage was gained by 
the French cavalry, who, having char- 
ged in mass that of General Count 
Pahlen, which covered the approach to 
Brienne, drove them from their post, 
and compelled them to retreat upon 
the corps of General Sacken, which 
was formed in the real of the village. 
Brienne itself was occupied by the 
Russian corps of AlsiifiefF. At the 
same moment Ney attacked the village 
itself with six battalions formed in 
close column, while a select body of 
grenadiers, introducing themselves un- 
observed into the woody park which 
surrounded the castle, nearly surprised 
Blucher while he .. as still at table with 
his officers, ^"'hey had but barely time 
to lead their horses out at a poatem 
gate, and down some steps of a stair, 
an awkward mode of retreat, by which, 
however, they gained the park, and 
reached the corps of Sacken. The 
Marshal pw Itimself now attacked by 
all Napoleon’s force, without either 
the possibility of moving towards the 
grand army, or the hope of receiving 
assistance from it. With that readi- 
ness which characterizes him as much 
as his intrepidity, he ordered the ca- 
valry of Pahlen, reinforced by that of 
Sacken, to advance fron| their position 
behind the village, so as to menace the 
left flank of the French, which this 
movement compelled to fall back. The 
Russians, under AlsufiefF, maintained 
the town against Ney with the most 
obstinate courage, until the French 
grenadiers who had taken the chateau 
descended upon their flank, through a 
street feadirig from the village to the 
castle. When the Russians, thus as- 
sailed on two points, began to give 
way, Sacken’s corps advanced from 
the rear of the village to support them, 
and the combatants fought furiously 
In the streets and the court-yards of 


the village, as well as in the neigh- 
bouring wood, closes, and orchards. 
At length, to ‘dislodge the Russtw, 
the French commenced a bombani^ 
ment, which set fire to Brienne on the 
one side, while the Russians them- 
selves set the other end in flames, to 
check the approach of the French. 
The struggle was continued till eleven 
at night, and carried on by the light 
afforded by the flames ; the hostile 
arties frequently engaged with the 
ayonet in the burning town, and re- 
peated charges by the cavalry on ei- 
ther bide added to the terrors and con- 
fusion of this nocturnal conflict. Buo- 
naparte exposed his person with great 
frankness : he was repeatedly seen in 
the thick of the fire, and at one time 
his immediate suite was charged bjr a 
detachment of Cossacks, who during 
the action, and nearly about the con- 
clusion, had unexpectedly attacked the 
rear of the French. The Prince of 
Wagram, as he was called, had his hat 
struck off by one of their pikes, and 
carabines and pistols were discharged 
by both parties close to Napoleon’s 
person. About eleven the allies de- 
sisted from their attempts to regain 
Brienne, in which only the chateau 
and a few houses of solid architecture 
escaped the conflagration, From that 
chateau, which must have inspired 
many strange reflections, Buonaparte 
sent a gasconading account of his vief- 
tory to Paris. He had taken, he as- 
serted, 15,000 prisoners, and 40 pieces 
of cannon ; although, in fact, he had 
not taken a hundred men or a single 
gun, or gain,ed any advantage beyond 
that of having driven Blucher from a 
position which he was in the act of 
abandoning when the battle began. 
Maret, called the Duke of Bassano, 
to whom this good news was convey- 
ed, amplified and extolled the victory 
to the best of his power -he spoke 
classically of Antaeus, and wittily of 
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the accounts which Lord Castlereagh, 
just then arrived in France, would find 
it his duty to transmit to the British 
^jj^istry. But the days were over 
when the bulletins of the emperor and 
the illustrations of his ministers were 
received as words of holy writ ; and in 
the affair of Brienne the French only 
recognized a doubtful and bloody skir- 
mish, with the empty honour of the 
emperor having retained the fi&ld of 
battle. 

The next day about noon* 
Jan* 30, the attfick was renewed by 
Buonaparte upon the army 
of Silesia, which had retreated by 
their right on the village of La Ro- 
thiere, about a league from Brienne, 
but it terminated for the time in a 
skirmish of cavalry, in which that of 
the allies gave ground and retreated 
to Trannes, abandoning La Rothicre. 
But the motions of the grand army, 
advancing to the support of that of Si- 
lesia, now began to make Napoleon feel 
the difficulties of the game before him. 
The corps of the Prince Royal of Wir- 
temberg was in full march towards 
Blucher, advancing down the Aube 
from Maisons to rrannes. In the 
rear of Buonaparte, the Prussian Ge- 
neral York had retaken Saint Dizier, 
while the Russian Count Witgenstein, 
supported by the Bavarian Wrede, 
defeated and drove in the cavalry des- 
tined to cover the French army.-— 
Thus the rear of Napoleon was me- 
naced, while the Silesian army, in his 
front, was on the point of being sus- 
tained by reinforcements arriving in 
every direction. The army of Blucher, 
therefore, resumed the offensive, while 
Napoleon found it dangerous, in the 
presence of an enterprizing and nume- 
rous army, to attempt to extricate him- 
self by passing the Aube by the bridge 
of L’Esmont, below Brienne. For al- 
though the preceding battle had placed 
that pass in his hands, and although, by 
gaining the left-hand side of the Aube, 


he would have placed that river be» 
twvct the allies and his own less nu- 
merous army, yet a mancEuvre so pe- 
rilouB, attempted in thejace of an ene- 
my, must have exposed him at least 
to the loss of his whole rear-guard* 
He was therefore compelled to await 
the issue of a general action. 

In the battle of La Rothiere, taking 
its name from that village, Napoleon*® 
army, drawn up upon the heights of 
Brienne, rested its right wing on the 
little town of Dienville, close to the 
Aube, its centre on La Rothiere, and 
its left rather thrown bacS: on a ham- 
let called La Gilrie, while the key of 
the position on the left was another 
vijlage, called Morvillers, occupied by 
the sixth corps, under the command of 
Marmont. Petit Mesnil^d Chaume- 
nil, posts of importance in the rear, 
were occupied by Victor. Duhesme 
commanded in the village of La Ro- 
thiere, and Girard, occupying that of 
Dienville, strove to cover at once both 
banks of the Aube. The French army 
might amount to 60,000 men^ but the 
increasing number of their assailants 
reduced them to act on the defensive. 
They were attacked by the allies in 
three bodies. General Sacken, sup- 
ported by strong reserves, assaulted in 
two divisions the villages of La Ro- 
thiere and Dienville, while the Prince 
Royal marcheJ against those of Gilrie 
and Chaumenil, on which rested the 
left wing of the French. Napoleon 
was thus attacked almost along all his 
line. Prince Royal met the most 
desperate resistance, but, sustained by 
the collateral movement of General 
Wrede, who deployed with precision 
on the rear and left fiankof the French, 
he accomplished a junction with that 
division or the grand army, and over- 
powering the defence which the enemy 
presented, they remained masters of 
Gilrie and Chaumenil, on the left Hank 
and rear of the French, Buonaparte 
saw the danger, and, rushing in 



m EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1814. [Chap. 9 . 


to the support of his left wing, urged 
a desperate attack for the purpose of 
retaking Chaumenil. It was rendered 
unavailing by the lateral movement of 
Count WredeJ w!*o being now in the 
field with his fresh troops, charged 
and dispersed the French in the mo- 
meat of their attack, and took many 
prisoners, cannons, and much baggage. 
Jn the meanwhile the* efforts of Mar- 
shal Blucher weie'directcd against La 
Rothiere, the key of the French cen- 
tre. The uneApecr,ed arrival of the 
Emperor of Russia, King of Prussia, 
and prince Schwartzenberg, added 
fury to the onset. A heavy snow- 
storm, as if pitying the extensive 
slaughter, silenced the fire of the 
kciry, and reiideied it difficult to bring 
c\en the arAi^iery into Ime. Yet the 
work of destiUtt'On proceeded with 
unabated tury. Tfie French cavalry 
made a bold attempt, similar to the 
memorable movement which decided 
at Marengo, to break the centre of tlie 
line ot the allies. The charge was 
repulsed^, and the Russians, in hot pur- 
suit, made themselves masters of the 
village of La Rothiere. The good 
genius of Napoleon, or that sp-.ni of 
caution which actuated the allied ge- 
nerals through great part of this cam- 
paign, prevented them from urging his 
retreat into an absolute route, which 
would have been the more fatal as he 
had no longer the means of retrogra- 
ding upon those points from which he 
had advanced* but was under the ne- 
cessity of gaining the left bank of the 
Aube by the narrow bridge of L'Es- 
mont, and attempting, with a broken 
and defeated army, that very manau 
vre, tOr avoid which, while his forces 
were yet entire, he had hazarded an en- 
gagement. To cover his retreat, \a- 
poieon made the most desperate efforts 
to repossess himself of La Rothiere, 
which Blucher in person defended with 
the utmost civurage. It should seem 
as if a lateral movement on the part of 


the Prince Royal of Wirtemberg and 
Count Wrede, already victorious on 
the rear and left of the French, ougjht 
to have prevented Napoleon's centrl^ 
from thus endeavouring to regain the 
position they had lost ; but none suck 
was made. Blucher, however, main- 
tained himself in L.i Rothiere, and 
about midnight repelled the last desi- 
perate attack made upon that visage 
by tht grenadiers of Buonaparte's I m- 
perial Guard. Thus the French line 
'was forced on the left and centre. For- 
tunately for Buonaparte, Gc^)eral Gi- 
rard, though hotly attacked at the 
village of Dienville, made his position 
good, being the only point on which 
the French were successful along their 
whole line. To have lost this last 
position would have converted defeat 
into ruin, since it would have opened 
the way to the allies to possess them- 
selves of the banks of the Aube, and 
subsequently of the bridge of L’Es- 
mont, the defile by which Buonaparte, 
forced to abandon all thoughts of re- 
tiring by St Dizier and Montierender, 
now in possession of Wrede, was under 
the necessity of retreating. Full time 
seems to have been allowed Buona- 
parte to accomplish this difficult ma- 
ncBUvre, which he performed in good 
order, under protection of a strong 
rear guard, commanded by Marmont 
with great skill and bravery, and which, 
after all, effected its retreat with con- 
siderable loss indeed, ^ut with great 
honour. Such was the battle of La 
Rothiere, where Napoleon subtained a 
severe defeat, and was within an inch 
of inevitable destruction, had the ener- 
gy of the Austrian commanders equal- 
led the gallantry of the allied troops, 
or the spirit of the veteran Blucher. 
Had Napoleon been cut off from the 
bridge of L'Esmont and the river of 
the Aube,— a movement of all others 
the most easy, considering that a de- 
feated army had to pass by files over 
a narrow bridge,— the only point of re- 
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treSit which could have remained open 
, to him was Chalons ; and if he attain- 
^ ed that town with such part of his 
as might have had the good for. 
tune to escape, the allies were placed 
between him and Paris, with a superior 
as well as victorious army, and all the 
French forces left at Arcis and Troyes 
' most have fallen by detail into their 
hands, while Napoleon, returning to 
the point from which he set out, could 
have found neither resources nor safe- 
ty. An opportunity was neglected 
on this occasion, which it cost many 
thousands of lives, as well as much other 
loHs, both to the French people and to 
the allies, to regain. We can only at- 
tribute the mysterious halt of the Ger- 
mans, after their success on the left 
wing, to the deliberate and formal cha- 
racter of their tactics, joined to a wish 
on the part of the Austrian cabinet, 
rather to reduce Buonaparte to terms, 
than utterly to destroy his power. 
The loss of the allies exceeded 5000 
men, nor was it more than equalled 
by that of the French ; but the for- 
mer gained 60 pieces of cannon, and 
compelled Napoleon to a precarious 
retreat, which might have easily been 
converted into a rout. The French 
army, in a very disorganized condition, 
fell back upon Troyes, where they 
could not hope to maintain themselves ; 
and it remained to be seen what obstacle 
BiiOnaparte could offer to these im- 
mense armies, which liad engaged and 
defeated him, and effected a junction 
in the centre of his dominions. 

The ui most terror was spread through 
all the neighbouring couiitary, on the 
left bank of the Aube, by the arrival 
of Buonaparte’s defeated army, head- 
ed by himself, covered with mud and 
snow, and in a condition that announ- 
ced discomfiture and retreat. But in 
the extremity of his need he was join- 
ed by the old Imperial Guard, or that 
portion of them which had been quar- 
tered at Arcis, whose retreat now be- 
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came necessary in consequence of that 
of th^ French main army, and who, ha- 
ving evacuated that town, now joined 
their emperor at Troyes. .The splendid 
appointments and high state of disci- 
pline of this celebrated corps furnished 
a singular contrast with the routed and 
ragged appearance of the soldiers who 
had been engaged at Brieiine and La 
Rothiere. But evei\this timelj rein- 
forcement, so great had been the loss 
jof the preceding actions, as well as 
that sustained by the dispersion and 
desertion of the new levies, qply '-aised 
the total of Napoleon’s army to 50,000 
men. 

The allies did not effectually im- 
prove their victory. Experience, in 
the defeat of Blucher at ^ienne, had 
already taught them the risk of acting 
in separate corps and without com- 
bination. Buonaparte had indeed been 
caught, as it were, between the two 
armies of Schwartzenberg and Blu- 
chcr, which, in this instance, united in 
the very crisis of danger. Yet, ^ough 
thus taught by recent, and, in some 
degree, fatal experience, the risk of 
dividing their troops, and the benefit of 
connected movements, the allies again 
resolved to disunite the forces they had 
combined, and to moue upon Paris in 
two great armies, unconnected with 
each other. Wfe are aware that, in 
a war like this, many circumstances 
which never reach the public ear may 
concur to dictate a mode of tactics 
Avhich in jtself appears extraordinary. 
It may be imprudent to employ gene- 
rals of different nations and co-ordi- 
nate rank in the same grand army ; 
and in an exhausted country supplies 
will be most easily obtained by two 
grand divisions moving upon separate 
lines. But when these circumstances 
are weighed against the prospect of 
ending the campaign by a few days 
exertion, and contrasted with the faci- 
lities which disunited operations afford 
to an active and uitelligent adversary 
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to encounter and defeat his enemies in 
detail, while each of them may notV)iily 
be unable to bring assistance to the 
other, but npt even be aware that he 
stands in need of it, we own they seem 
to sink in the balance ; and the subse- 
quent history of the campaign fortifies 
us in this opinion. 

Prince Schwartzenberg, however, 
advanced upon Tjroyl^s with the grand 
allied army, while Blucher, again se- 
parating himself from the Austrians,, 
pursued with the army of Silesia his 
road on Champenoise ; the 

two main bodies of the allies thus 
threatening Paris on two several routes. 
Buonaparte, in the meanwdiile, having 
occupied the town of Troyes, wVich 
lay full in the road of the grand allied 
army, witlf^ an air of desperate resolu- 
tion announced his intention to make 
good this position against Prince 
Schwartzenberg. It is a rule in the 
Austrian army, drawn from the old 
school of tactics, never to attack a con- 
siderable town in front, however slen- 
derly defended, until it be cleared of 
the enemy on both flanks. Instead, 
therefore, of accepting the battle which 
Napoleon offered them with his broken 
and defeated army in the position of 
Troyes, they srt about to dispossess 
him of it by manoeuvring on his flanks. 
In these movements t^ey were aided by 
the Prussian General York, who after 
having gained St Dizicr, as we have 
already noticed, had possessed himself 
of Vitry by the terrors of a, bombard- 
ment, and of Chalons by the threats 
of a storm ; thus occupying the whole 
line of the Marne upon those points so 
lately possessed by Napoleon and his 
army. Before this overwhelming force 
Macdonald blew up the bridge 
Jan. 6. at Chalons, and retreated on 
Chateau Thierry. Thus the 
plains of Champagne, on which it was 
the pleasure of the Parisian editors, 
and (d' some politicians elsewhere, to 
prophesy that the modern irruption of 


Huns would be checked, as in the in- 
vasion of Attila, fell into the exclusive 
possession of {hose to whom they had 
been announced as a place of slaughter 
and discomfiture. York marched up- 
on Chateau Thierry and Sacken up- 
on Sezanne, near Montmirail, act- 
ing U])on two difl'erent points, as ad- 
vanced-guards to the Silesian army f 
whi^^ Biueher, pausing at Laon, in- 
creased his force by the corps of Ge- 
neral Kleist and by that of Lange- 
ron, which, relieved in the duty of 
blockading tlie frontier forlresses by 
the arrival of other Prussian corps press- 
ing forward from Germany, now ap- 
peared on the scene of action, and 
united themselves to the Silesian army, 
with the purpose of advancing on Pa- 
ris. This cloud gathering to his left 
altered Buonaparte’s original intention 
of sustaining the attack of Prince 
Schwartzenberg at Troyes, which, in 
truth, the advance of Bluchcr towards 
Paris rendered an act little short of 
desperation. Buonaparte evacuated 
the ancient capital of Champagne, 
which was immediately occupied by 
the Prince Royal of Wirtemberg and 
the advanced-guard of the allied grand 
army, who continued to pour through 
the town in immense force, pursuing 
the retreating French army on the 
principal road to Paris. 

The retreat of the French was mark- 
ed with circumstances of disorder and 
indiscipline, which are intimated m 
Buonaparte's order of the 
day from Nogent, where he Jan. 8. 
halted after his retreat from 
Troyes. . He signified his imperial 
displeasure at the excesses to which 
the soldiers had abandoned themselves, 
and announced that the inhabitants 
fled in all directions from the approach 
of an army, which had become the 
scourge instead of the defence of its 
native country. To increase the per- 
plexity of his situation, the almost 
forgotten name of Bourbon began to be 
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invoked in the city which he had aban- 
doned. The Marquis de Widranges, 
and Monsieur de Gouaiilt, a chevalier 
of the order of St Louis, in their 
own name and that of other royalists, 
entered into an explanation with the 
Prince Royal of Wirtemberg ; and 
though they received from him slender 
encouragement to a step so decisive, 
they ventured to assume the colours 
and decorations of the ancient family, 
and to avow a cause which for so many 
years had appeared irremediably des-. 
perate in the eyes* of all Europe. We 
shall presently see that this step cost 
dear to the Chevalier Gouault. The 
Marquis de Widranges, fortunately 
for himself as it afterwards proved, set 
out upon a message from the royalists 
of Champagne to Louis XVIII., then 
resident in England. Stunned by the 
difficulties, military and political, which 
seemed to darken around him, Buona- 
parte hastened to offer to the plenipo- 
tentiaries, now met at Chatillon, his 
accession to the basis which they pro- 
posed for a general pacification, and 
even his willingness to guarantee his 
sincerity by the surrender of the fron- 
tier fortresses into their hands. He 
coupled this offer with a proposal 
for an armistice, during which he pro- 
bably expected to be reinforced by the 
troops which he had recalled from 
Spain and the south of France. But 
the allies refused the armistice, al- 
though they granted Napoleon, indi- 
rectly, an almost equal advantage, by 
neglecting to press upon his disorderly 
retreat from Troyes to Nogent. 

While, with his forces drawn up on 
the heights of Nogent, within twenty- 
three leagues of Paris, Buonaparte a- 
waited such reinforcements as he could 
draw together, and seemed again to 
make a stand, as if he had resumed the 
purpose of abiding the approach of 
the grand army, that of Silesia made 
rapid advances on his left, and appear- 
ed determined to possess themselves of 
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the course of the Marne at least as far 
as Meaux, and to advance to Paris in 
thaf direction, without waiting for the 
issue of the contest which apparently 
impended between Scjiwartzenberg 
and Napoleon. Macdonald was driven 
before them from Chateau Thierry, 
and taking it for granted that Buona- 
parte, kept in check by the grand 
army, would remain paralyzed in his 
position before Nogent, thefe now 
seemed to remain no obstacle between 
Bliicher and Paris. York, who had 
established a bridge of boats over the 
Marne at Chateau Thierry, was al- 
ready advancing upon Meaux, and 
Sacken, who formed Blucher’s advan- 
ced guard more to the right, had pos- 
sessed himself of the country on the 
right bank of the Mari^, pushed his 
advanced posts as far as Fcrtc la Jou- 
arre, and was even already nearer to 
Paris than Buonaparte himself. To 
sustain York and Sacken, Bluchcr 
himself had advanced his head-quarters 
to Vertus ; the very inferior forces of 
Macdonald were in full retyeat, and 
every thing announced an uninterrupt- 
ed march to Paris, providing, what 
seemed little to be dqubted, that 
Schwartzenberg and the grand allied 
army could keep engaged the atten- 
tion of Napoleon, whose force w’as so 
far inferior to their own. But this 
w^as to miscalculate the resources ot 
his active genius. 

The forces of Napoleon and those 
of Silesia, the one occupying the grand 
route from Troyes, the other that from 
Chalons, were now upon two radii of 
a circle, which diverged from Paris as 
the centre : Napoleon conceived the 
hardy idea of a lateral march from 
the route of Nogent, which he himself 
occupied, to that of Chalons, upon 
which Blucher was moving, in order, 
by a movement equally daring and un- 
expected, to surprise the Silesian army 
at once on the flank and rear. Tlie 
state of the country wa« singularly 



196 EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1814. [Chap. 9. 


unfavourable to the execution of this 
hardy design, but it did not present 
Buonaparte from taking measures for 
carrying it into effect. In France the 
main routes are excellent, being usually 
causeways ; but the cross roads and 
lateral communications between them 
are mere tracks, which, in the winter 
season, are almost impassable by horse- 
men, much more by a v^holearmy, with 
its artillery and carnages. These ob- 
stacles were augmented by the general 
nature of the country around the vil- 
lages of Villenoxe and Barbonne, and 
in the forect of Traconne, the only 
route by which Napoleon could transfer 
his army to the Chalons road from that 
of Troyes and Nogent. The oppositi- 
on offered by swamps, drains, thick- 
ets, and defilpr, in the depth of winter, 
seemed to render the proposed move- 
ment desperate ; and the French troops, 
having struggled hard with all these 
difficulties, were at length on the point 
of abandoning their artillery, when the 
Mayor of Barbonne, by collecting all 
the work horses in the neighbourhood, 
to the number of 500, contrived to 
extricate their guns. By dint of such 
desperate exertions, of which the pos- 
sibility had never been even surmised 
by the allies, Buonaparte, 
Feb* 10. when ' least expected, ap- 
peared in full force upon 
the flank of the Silesianf army, which, 
moving in full security, as conceiving 
Buonaparte fully employed upon an- 
other military line, had left such inter- 
vals between their divisions as threaten- 
ed to enable him to attack, overwhelm, 
and defeat them separately and in detail. 
The Russian Genera) AlsufiefF, who, 
posted at Champeaubert, formed the 
connecting link between the advanced 
division of Sacken, to which he acted 
as rear guard, and the main body com- 
manded by Bluchcr in person, was the 
first who witnessed this tremendous 
apparition. His division was, after a 
chort resistance, surrounded, defeated, 


and dispersed among the woods and 
morasses, leaving all their guns, and 
about 2000 prisoners, including their 
general and many officers ; — affording 
in all the first considerable advantage 
which Buonaparte had gained during 
the campaign. The rearguard of Gene- 
ral Sacken being thus totally defeated, 
Buonaparte next marched against his 
advanced body, having, by the success 
he had already obtained, succeeded in 
breaking in upon the Silesian army’s 
dine of march, and occupying the cause- 
way between their main body and ad- 
vance. Leaving Marmont at Etoges 
to parry any attempts which might be 
made from the main body of Blucher, 
then near Vertus, to assist his van- 
guard, Buonaparte followed up his 
success against tlie corps of Sacken, 
the rear guard of which he had thus 
destroyed, it appears that Sacken, on 
hearing of the misfortune of AlsufiefF, 
had halted and counter-marched, with 
the view of re-uniting himself to Blu- 
cher 5 but the army of Napoleon was 
interposed between him and the Prus- 
sian Prince-marshal. The 
armies met near Moiitmi- Feb. 11. 
rail, where the Russians 
mainrtained the contest for almost the 
whole day with the greatest obstina- 
cy, expecting doubtless that Blucher 
would speedily appear in the rear of 
the French. But evening approached, 
when Napoleon, reinforced with his 
Old Guard, renewed the attack with 
the greatest fury, possessed himself of 
the Kussian position on all points, and 
compelled them to retreat upon the 
road to Chateau Thierry, with the loss 
of 5000 or 6000 men, being one-fourth 
of the whole division engaged. Night 
covered the retreat of the Russians, but 
a close pursuit was next day commenced 
and persevered in till the retreating and 
shattered battalions of Sacken arrived 
on the banks of the Marne, which they 
found themselves obliged to recross in 
the presence of their pursuers. Here 
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they met an unexpected support and 
reinforcement. General York, who 
had advanced as far toward Paris as 
Meaux, had turned back in order to 
support the division of Sacken, and 
by forced marches had reached Cha- 
teau Thierry. Prince William of Prus- 
sia lay in the same village on which the 
flight of the van-guard was directed, 
with about 2000 men. But neither of 
these reinforcements proved adequate 
to protect the retreat of Sacken, or < 
check the pursuit pf Buonaparte ; and 
Prince William could only secure his 
own corps and the remains of the van- 
guard by destroying the bridge over 
the Marne as soon as the fugitives, or 
such of them as maintained some mi- 
litary order, had accomplished their 
passage. War now assumed its most 
horrid aspect. The scattered and 
straggling soldiers of Sacken’s army, 
who had not arrived in time to cross 
the Marne, being by the destruction 
of the bridge cut off from the means 
of joining their retreating army, were 
at every point assaulted and cut off by 
the peasantry ; while the Russians and 
Prussians, before continuing their re- 
treat towards Rheims, in the height of 
their vengeful resentment for the dis- 
asters of their comrades, pillaged the 
village of Chateau Thierry, with every 
excess of violence. 

The van-guard of the army of Sile- 
sia was now totally defeated, and Mac- 
donald, whom they had driven before 
them to Meaux, was enabled to ad- 
vance in his turn, and place liimself 
in communication with the victoiious 
army of his master. Napolton, liaving 
defeated and almost destroyed the van- 
guard which he had cut off, now coun- 
ter-marched his forces, and moved east- 
ward, to attack and overwhelm the 
main body of the allies, commanded by 
Blucher in person. That indefatiga- 
ble general had instantly advanced to- 
wards Etoges upon hearing of the en- 
gagement at Montmirail, compelling 


Maj^mont, with the corps of observa- 
tion left by Buonaparte to watch his 
motions, to retire before him. Igno- 
rant of the force with tvhich he was 
about to measure himself, the Prussian 
general continued to press forward, 
until, in the open and uncultivated 
country, he suddenly found himself in 
front of the whole army of Napoleon, 
flushed with their vtttory over Sacken 
and York. To stand a general ac- 
tion under such unequal circumstances 
would have been frenzy, and to retreat 
through an open country, In the face 
of an active and enterprizing enemy, 
requires the utmost coolness and cou- 
rage, both on the part of the general 
ana the soldiers. Blucher instantly 
formed his infantry into %'lid squares, 
defended by artillery in the intervals, 
and covered by cavalry and sharp- 
shooters on the flanks and rear, and 
then commenced his retreat by alter- 
nate divisions, those bodies which were 
in march to the rear being protected 
during that movement by tht? fire of 
such as stood fast, until the retreating 
masses halted and formed, and covered 
in their turn the retreat of the others. 
In the mean time, the numbers of the 
French, as well as their audacity, in- 
creased every instant.* Their cavalry 
was 80 numerous that they charged 
six of the Pruhs’lan squares at the same 
instant, but fortunately without ma- 
king impression. At length they were 
augmented to the number of 8000 
horse, atid thus became enabled to 
execute their manoeuvres on the front, 
flanks, and even on the rear of Blu- 
cher’s army, without any possibility 
of restraint from about three regiments 
of cavalry, to which the Prussian force 
of that description was limited Ne- 
vertheless, though exposed to be char- 
ged at every movement, the Pru isiana 
neither lost courage nor presence of 
mind, but, keeping their ranks and 
continuing their march, maintained at 
the same time a murderous and sus- 
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tained fire on whatever apprq^chcd 
them. The French, still persevering 
in their attacks, often engaged their 
cavalry amohg the squares, on which 
occasions they were exposed to cross- 
ing fires, and sustained much loss. In 
this way the Prussians had retreated 
for several leagues, fighting every step, 
their*column8 defended by a constant 
rolling fire, and Vaulted by a continual 
canopy of smoke, when about sunset 
they perceived that a large body of 
French cavalry, which had made a de- 
tour roifnd their flanks and gained 
their rear, now occupied and cut off 
the line of their retreat, being formed 
in a huge solid column on the cause- 
way and on its sides, threatening a 
complete klterruption to their passage. 
Marshal Blucher was now completely 
surrounded ; but, without losing ei- 
ther courage or confidence, he direct- 
ed a strong body of infantry, support- 
ed by artillery, to clear his retreat' of 
this formidable obstacle, while the rest 
of hiJ army continued to sustain, as 
before, the redoubled attacks of the 
French. The mass of cavalry formed 
bn the causeway proved unable to sup- 
ort the heavy fire of grape and mus- 
etry which was directed against them 
by the Prussians ; they retreated to 
the open ground on the sides of the 
causeway, left the Voad itself open, 
and, without venturing the attack in 
front, which their position had at first 
threatened, they confined themselves 
to repeated charges against the flank 
of the Silesian columns as they march- 
ed on. Night was now setting in 
when the Prussians reached the village 
of Etoges ; but here also the French 
had been beforehand with them, ha- 
ving sent forward a body of infantry 
to occupy the houses. The Prussians, 
though with considerable loss, forced 
their way by dint of fighting through 
this obstacle also, and at length reach- 
ed the position of Bergeres, w^hich 
they had left in the morning. Here, 


in the neighbourhood of Chalons, Blu- 
cher hoped tp collect the remnants of 
his van- guard, and re-establish the re- 
sources of his army. If the Prussian 
veteran had lost any credit by the too 
great security of his march, it was 
more than attoned by that which he 
gained in this masterly retreat, where, 
with one grain less of resolution and 
steadiness on the part of his opponent, 
Buonaparte would have totally de- 
stroyed the main body of the Silesian 
army, as he had .done its van-guard, 
under Sacken ; in which case there is 
little reason to doubt that the less ad- 
venturous army, under Prince Schwart- 
zenberg, would have renounced the 
scheme of advancing upon Paris. This 
expedition of the Marne, as it was 
called, reflected the highest honour on 
the enterprize and activity of Buona- 
parte, as well as on the inflexible cou 
rage of his opponent. 

But the means of Napoleon were so 
insufficient to the contest he had to 
maintain, that he could not gain the 
brilliant advantages of Montmirail and 
Chateau Thierry, and repulse the army 
of Silesia beyond the Marne, without 
exposing his capital to risk from the 
movements of the grand army of the 
allies. They advanced at once upon 
the three routes of Sens, Nogent, and 
Orleans. Sens was desperately de- 
fended by General Alix, one of Na- 
poleon^s most devoted adherents, and 
only carried by repeated assaults by 
the Prince Royal of Wirtem- 
berg. On the very same day, Feb* 6. 
the main body of the grand 
army advanced from Troyes upon No- 
gent, and compelled Victor, whom 
Buonaparte had left in their front, to 
retreat behind the Seine, after taking 
such precautions as he could for preser- 
ving Nogent. The defence was direct- 
ed by General Bourmont, at the head 
of about 1200 men. As there were 
no regular fortifications, the streets 
were barricaded, the houses occupied 
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by musketry, and the resistance con- 
tinued after the manner, as it was term- 
ed, of Zaragoza. Tho allies lost more 
than 1000 men in their repeated at- 
tempts to force their way through a 
town where every house seemed to be 
a citadel. We must repeat the same 
melancholy tale here as on other occa- 
sions. The town was set on fire to 
dislodge the defendants, — the parties 
fought in ’the blazing streets, — alid, to 
complete the ruin of Nogent, the 
bridge, which had been mined by the" 
French,, blew up* with a terrible ex- 
plosion just as it was occupied by a 
body of Russians. The pleasant vil- 
lage of Montereau, where there is a 
bridge over the Seine, was occupied 
by the allies with less resistance, and 
the passage of that river was now in 
the power of the grand army. The 
allied monarchs advanced also to Pont- 
sur- Seine, where they occupied a villa 
belonging to Buonaparte’s mother ; 
and Victor, exposed to this overwhelm- 
ing force, was obliged to continue his 
retreat to Nangis. It was here that 
Schwartzenberg learned the disaster 
of Sacken, and was apprised that Buo- 
naparte was following up his advanta- 
ges against Blucher. This unexpected 
news seems to have paralysed the Aus- 
trian general’s intended movement in 
advance, so that, instead of pressing 
upon Paris, from which he was but 50 
miles distant, he dispatched forces to his 
right towards Provins, in order to ope- 
rate on Buonaparte’s line of commu- 
nication with the capital, — to threaten 
his rear, and thereby interrupt his at- 
tacks upon the army of Silesia. Still, 
however, the demonstrations of his 
light troops announced that the move- 
ment of Schwartzenberg upon Paris 
would suddenly he resumed. The Pa- 
risians, who had heard the successes 
of Montmirail magnified tenfold by a 
slavish press, and from a more slavish 
pulpit, and who had beheld the more 
certain evidence of Napoleon’s victories 


ill long columns of Russian prisoners 
ancl captured cannon, had conceived 
themselves entirely freed from the dan- 
gers of invasion ; when they suddenly 
learned that FontainblJtau was occu- 
pied by Hungarian hussars, and that 
the Russian light troops, Cossacks, 
Baskirs, and Kalmouks, were spread- 
ing themselves in the vicinity of Nan- 
gis, — tribes whose wild and sayage as- 
pect, as well as tUle dreadful and ex- 
aggerated accounts of their ferocity, 
were well qualified to strike terror 
into the inhabitants of a polished me- 
tropolis. The rapid moVments of 
Napoleon saved them for the time from 
those dreaded guests. 

It was while in full advance after 
Bfucher that Buonaparte learned the 
danger which threatenal his capital. 
He instantly made a counter-march, 
and by a forced march of 14* leagues 
reached Meaux ; and on 
the next day advanced to 15. 

Guignes, where Oudinot 
and Victor had concentrated the forces 
which were retreating before rtie army 
ot Schwartzenberg. Feeble in point 
of numbers, they were nevertheless 
formidable in discipline, having bc?en 
lately reinforced by a part of the French 
army which had so long served in 
Spain. With the same rapidity and 
success which had signalized his at- 
tack upon Sacken, Napoleon fell upon 
a detached corps of cavalry, part of 
the division of Witgenstein, whom he 
drove from Mormantwith loss. Wrede 
next, with two Bavarian divisions, sus- 
tained the storm of a sudden attack, 
but he made good his ground ; while, 
on the other hand, Nemours, surround- 
ed by the Cossacks, was compelled to 
open its gates. The vexation of Buo- 
naparte exhaled itself in his bulletins 
in charges against his officers and ge- 
nerals, without sparing even the mar- 
shals. It has been thought that these 
imprudent ebullitions of spleen went 
some length in alienating from his ser- 
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vice those who felt themselves the vic- 
tims of his caprice and ill temper. ^ To 
thinking men, who had studied the 
conduct of this singular personage in 
like circumstances, such indulgences of 
vindictive impatience and ill humour 
argued the extreme difficulties of the 
situation in which he found himself. 
But they corresponded better with the 
pcttisly^ess of a spoiled child of for- 
tune, than the maj^nanimity of a chief, 
supporting by his solitary exertions a 
falling empire, and may be numbered * 
among the instances of meanness and 
personal bfileen which lowered the cha- 
racter of Napoleon even in his proud- 
est moments. 

Displacing Oudinot, whose mo- 
tions he stigmatized for want of cele- 
rity, and naming Girard at the head 
of his division, Napoleon proceeded 
with his whole army to the attack of 
Muntereau, the principal passage over 
the Seine. I’he same ill-judged sys- 
tem of dislocation on the part of the 
allies, which during this campaign af- 
forded 'him so many advantages, had 
left the Prince Royal of Wirtemberg 
to defend this important post with 
ofily 20,(XX) men, and without any 
plan for supporting him by the rect 
of the immense army of Scliwartzen- 
berg. If ever the celebrated fable 
of the bundle of arrows could be re- 
commended to the consideration of a 
council of war, it would have been 
most important to those of the allies 
during this campaign of Paris. Ha- 
ving only the limited force *we have 
mentioned to oppose 8O,0OO men, to 
which number Napoleon’s army had 
been increased by his junction with the 
divisions of Victor and Oudinot, the 
Prince Royal, after a gallant 
Feb* I S. defence, was obliged to yield 
Up the post of Montcrcaii, 
without even having it in his power to 
destroy the bridge. He lost about 
1800 men and some cannon, and his 
disasters were increased by the inha- 


bitants of Montereau firing Upon hig 
troop.i from their windows as they re- 
treated through the town. This dex- 
terous and masterly manoeuvre, by 
which Buonaparte attained command 
of the passage of the Seine, and de- 
feated with loss a strong division of 
the grand army of the allies while the 
others were almost within hearing of 
the cannonade, reflected the highest 
lustrt on his arms ; and the joy of the 
Parisians was in proportion to the ter- 
ror with which they had watched the 
progress of Schwjwtzenberg^s army. 
Saved, as they supposed, from the im- 
minent danger of being delivered up to 
pillage, public opinion experienced a 
strong revulsion in Buonaparte’s fa- 
vour, and there was a general disposi- 
tion to rally around an emperor whose 
genius seemed fully to supply the ina- 
dequacy of his means, and who had re- 
peatedly checked and defeated, in par- 
tial actions, two invading armies, each 
of which was numerically superior to 
his own. The spirit of the French sol- 
diery revived also with their success, 
and the disasters of the two preceding 
campaigns were forgotten. One 
other affair like that of Montereau,” 
was their common expression, and 
the invaders must retire beyond the 
Rhine.” Yet this success, like that 
of Montmirail, however animating to 
the mind of the public and of the 
army, brought with it no solid or de- 
cisive consequences. Napoleon, after 
gaining what might be called a bloody 
skirmish, was still surrounded by ene- 
mies, who seemed to multiply in pro- 
portion to their losses ; and the fur- 
ther benefidial effects of the battle of 
Montereau arose rather from its opera- 
tion on the councils of the allies, than 
from any real military advantage which 
it afforded to the French ruler. 

So soon as the arrival of Napoleon 
in force, and his success at Montereau, 
reached the head-quarters of the allied 
sovereigns, the grand army commen- 
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ced their retreat by Nogent to Troyes, 
covered by their numerous cavalry. 
It appears to have been their policy, 
founded perhaps on habitual fear of 
his power and talents, to give Buona- 
parte no opportunity to fight a deci- 
sive battle, or strike a grand blow, but 
to wear out his resources by laying 
him under the necessity of making the 
most wasteful and harassing marches, 
and engaging in a continued sertes of 
bloody and indecisive skirmishes. The 
extreme difficulty of obtaining supplies* 
in an exhausted country for the main- 
tenance of such numerous forces, had 
also its share in influencing the coun- 
cils of the allies when the retreat from 
Nogent was resolved upon. Still, 
however, in adopting this plan of pro- 
tracted warfare, they seem to have laid 
out of consideration several very im- 
portant points. They did not suffi- 
ciently keep in view the discourage- 
ment sustained by their soldiers, who 
could not but observe in their councils 
a caution approaching to timidity ; nor 
did they give sufficient weight to the 
corresponding enthusiasm, which, ani- 
mating the followers of Buonaparte, 
was likely soon to communicate itself 
to the mass of the French people, who, 
having awoke from their first panic, had 
discovered that the Cossacks were mor- 
tal men, not demons, and that the rapid 
and skilful movements of their empe- 
ror gave him the advantage, even of 
numbers, wherever he fought, though 
his forces, considered in the grand 
scale, were so unequal to those of the 
allies. 

Sensible, perhaps, of these truths, 
Prince Schwartzenberg n*ow sought to 
unite his army with that of the inde- 
fatigable Blucher, which, already re- 
posed, recruited, and reunited with the 
corps of York and of Sacken, advan- 
ced from Chalons to Arcis sur-F Aube, 
while the grand army, letreating upon 
Troyes, thus took measures to concen- 


trate the whole allied force. This 
mo^ment was completed by the ad- 
vance of the Prussian vanguard to 
Mery, a tovm situated upon the Seine, 
to the north-east of Trt)yes, to which 
the allied monarchs had transferred 
their head- quarters. Determined again 
to break the communication re-esta- 
blished between the two allied armies 
by these mov?n^ent8, Buonap^e, ad- 
vancing from Nog^t, made a sudden 
and desperate attack on the post of 
Mery, which might be considered as 
their point of connection. The town, 
as usual, was burnt, and* the Prus- 
sians were dislodged before they could 
destroy the bridge. But just as his 
vanguard sustained this check, the 
hfads of the columns composing Blu- 
cher^s main body, appeared advancing 
to their support, forced themselves 
into the town, and set fire to the 
bridge, which, though of wood, was 
not readily consumed. The blazing 
passage was then disputed the 
sharp-shooters on each side, while the 
burning planks and beams cratked and 
gave way around them. At length the 
French once mere regained the pass- 
age, and making good their entrance 
into the village, occupied it with three 
battalions, which they endeavoured to 
protect by a heavy Are from the oppo- 
site bank. Blucher, at first believing 
that the whole* French army was cross- 
ing the river, for the purpose of a ge- 
neral attack, had drawn off into the 
plain to expect it. But observing 
that Ewonaparte's fire was only in- 
tended to ’divert his attention from 
the isolated battalions stationed in 
Mery, on the right bank of the Seine, 
the Prussian general renewed the at- 
tack upon that village, forced his way 
into it, and destroyed the greater part 
of the French, with the exception of a 
few, who effected their retreat by the 
half-demolished bridge. The loss up- 
on both sides might be nearly equal, 
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but the Prussians, who retained final 
possession of the village, must beacon- 
sidered as haviag had the best of the 
affair of Mery. 

As Napofeon had failed in esta- 
blishing a position on the right bank 
of the Seine, there now remained no 
obstacle to the union between the two 
armies of the allies, when news arrived 
from the south of Frjwce, which, join- 
ed to the hardihood of Buonaparte^s 
late offensive movements, determined 
♦he Austrian general to retreat from * 
Troyes, and fall back upon the line of 
communicStion with the frontiers, by 
which his reserves and resources were 
advancing. The tidings which deter- 
mined this retrograde movement were 
those of the great increase of Marslhal 
Augereau’s ^rmy, strengthened by 
troops recalled from Spain, and which, 
now moving from Lyons, threatened 
to occupy the departments of the 
Doubs, the Saonne, and the Voges, 
to raise the peasantry in mass, and to 
intercept the communications of the 
grand at-my with the friendly frontier 
from which it had advanced. This in- 
telligence occasioned Prince Schwart- 
zehberg to dispatch General Bianchi, 
with J 2,000 men, to reinforce the allied 
troops at Dijon, and preserve the com- 
munications; and it seems likewise to 
have determined the allied monarchs to 
evacuate Troyes. We Have understood 
also, that the wasted and exhausted 
country around was no longer able to 
support such numerous armies, and 
that the fear of want had its'share in 
compelling the grand army to fall 
back upon that line by which its sup- 

? Hes wei*c advancing from Germany. 

''hese reasons weighed with peculiar 
force in the councils of Austria, a na- 
tion proverbially slow to receive new 
impressions, and whose generals, still 
faithful to the old principles of the mi- 
litary art, are feverishly anxious on the 
subject of interruption to their line of 


communication. The Austrian sol- 
diers, less sensible of these scientific 
reasons for that disheartening move- 
ment, murmured loudly against the 
order of retreat, and were seen to tear 
from their caps the green boughs with 
which they were usually decorated, 
and to trample upon them, as if they 
had ceased to be emblems of honour 
and triumph. 

The retreat of the grand army from 
Troyes had already commenced, when 
large bodies of cavalry appearing upon 
the heights of Pavilion, near, the city, 
announced that Napoleon, having left 
a corps opposite to Mery, to observe 
the motions of the army of Silesia, had 
led his whole army towards Troyes, to 
witness in person its evacuation by his 
brother monarchs and his father-in- 
law. The manoeuvre was executed 
with great order and precision, Gene- 
ral Wolkman being left in the town 
with a strong rear-guard of 2000 men. 
The allied generals sent a flag of truce, 
requesting that Napoleon would per- 
mit this corps to retire unmolested, in 
order that the town might escape the 
horrors to which it must otherwise be 
exposed. He refused this request with 
disdain, and commenced a dreadful can- 
nonade, which was answered b) the 
allies. The defenders, to prevent the 
assailants from sheltering themselves 
in the suburbs, began to throw bombs. 
The suburbs of this fine town wore 
soon blazing. The French continued 
through the night desperate and fruit- 
less attempts to carry the place. In 
the morning the defenders prepared to 
evacuate the town, and Buonaparte 
received a message in the name of the 
Emperor Francis, conjuring him, for 
the sake of the citizens, not to molest 
Wolkman in his retreat. He readily 
promised that he would not enter the 
place till noon ; but no sooner was the 
Austrian officer returned, than Buona- 
parte pushed his troops into the place 
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by a postern gate, which the citizens 
delivered up to him, and encouraged 
the inhabitants to fii*e upon the re- 
treating Bavarians from the lanes, 
iroofs, and windows of the houses. In 
this manner the allies sustained some 
loss ; but it must chiefly be considered 
as a part of Napoleon’s policy, to in- 
volve the people themselves in direct 
hostility. with the allies, and thus iden- 
tify their cause with his own. 

Buonaparte signalized his entry in- 
to the capital of Champagne, by one 
of thoSe acts of mean and individual 
vengeance, which often sullied his mili- 
tary honours. “ Where,” he said with 
eagerness, are the five persons who 
have dared to wear the decorations of 
St Louis ?” — “ Your majesty is misin- 
formed, ”answered the municipal officer 
whom he addressed, there are but 
two.” — Let them be instantly arrest- 
ed.’^ The Marquis dcs Widranges, one 
of the intended victims, was in England, 
but the Chevalier de Gouault, whom 
the ill-advised entreaties of his friends 
and family had detained from accom- 
panying the Austrians in their retreat, 
was instantly dragged before a military 
commission. Short and sure as are 
the decisions of such a body, they did 
not in the present case keep pace with 
the vengeful impatience of the Corsi- 
can. An hour had hardly elapsed, 
when an officer entered the hall where 
they held their sitting, and demanded 
if sentence was pronounced-— he was 
answered that the court were about to 
vote — You must abridge the forms,’^ 
said the messenger, ** it is the emper- 
or’s commands that he be instantly 
executed.” This intended cruelty 
shocked all who heard it ; even the 
proprietor of the house where Buona- 
parte held his head -quarters, ventured 
to hint to him that a day of triumph 
should be a day of mercy. Be- 
gone I” said the despot with a gloomy 
look, « you forget to whom you 


speak.”— ^ The unfortunate De Gou- 
auk met his fate with great firmness— 
he refused to have his eyes banda^d, 
declared that he died loyal to the king, 
gave himself the order for the soldiers 
to fire, and died exclaiming, Vive le 
Roi ! The firmness of the victim, and 
the relentlessness of the despot, exci- 
ted feelings in many respects highly 
prejudicial to the cause of Buonaparte. 
The dregs of the populace, armed 
with pikes and cutlasses, instigated to 
acts of violence, and inflamed with the 
thirst of spoil, certainly did welcome 
Napoleon as a congenial ruler ; but in 
the brows of the higher classes, dejec- 
tion and terror were plainly visible. 
The death of Gouault was followed by 
a decree, inflicting the same punish- 
ment upon all who sTtould wear de- 
corations bestowed by the Bourbons, 
and upon all emigrants who should ac- 
company the invaders in their expedi- 
tion. Buonaparte had hitherto, in the 
course of his reign, avoided all men- 
tion or allusion to the royal family ; 
the time and circumstances ubder which 
he placed his own claims, in such san- 
guinary opposition to theirs, were the 
more likely to call men’s attentidn to 
the difference between them. In the 
meantime the pertinacity of Blucher 
had prepared new work for the acti- 
vity of Napoleon. 

The army of Silesia was hardly re- 
lieved from Buonaparte’s presence at 
Mery, than Blucher made a movement 
to the flank on Sezanne, in order to 
crush* Marshal Macdonald’s division, 
which was there stationed. That ge- 
neral, with the promptitude which had 
distinguished him during his military 
career, effected his retreat upon Ferte 
Gauchere, pursued by Blucher, and 
thus, by a sort of military see-saw, 
which was repeated more than onoe in 
the course of the campaign, qne army 
of the allies was again advancing upon 
Paris, while the other retreated before 
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Napoleon. A skilful demonstration 
towards Meaux,had the effect of alarm- 
ing the French troops under Mortier 
and Marmont. who, abandoning their 
fitations on tne Marne, hastened to 
concentrate their forces upon that 
town, and left Bluchcr the opportunity 
of establishing a bridge upon the 
Marne, and thus commanding both 
its banks, while he aw?iited the power- 
ful succours whict advanced from the 
north by Laon and Rheims. 

Here therefore we must leave the 
armies which were contending in the 
interior of France, in order to retrace 
those movements upon the frontiers, 
which, though operating at a distance, 
united at once to reinforce the invadi/ig 
armies, and to cripple Napoleon’s 
means of defence. It is difficult for 
the inhabitants of a peaceful territory 
to picture to themselves the miseries 
fustained, in the meanwhile, by the 
country which formed the theatre of 
this sanguinary contest. While Buo- 
tiaparte, like a tiger hemmed in by 
hounds and hunters, now menaced one 
of his foes, now sprung furiously upon 
another, and, while his rapid move- 
ments disconcerted and dismayed them, 
jemained still unable to destroy the in- 
dividual whom he had assailed, lest he 
should afford a fatal advantage to those 
who were disengaged,-;— the scene of 
this desultory warfare was laid waste 
in the most merciless manner. Tl^e 
soldiers, driven to desperation by rapid 
marches through roads blocked with 
snow, or trodden into swamps, became 
reckless and pitiless ; and, straggling 
from their columns in all directions, 
committed every species of excess up- 
on the inhabitants. The peasants, with 
their wives and children, fled to caves, 
quarries, and woods, where the latter 
were starved to death by the incle- 
mency of the season and want of sus- 
tenance, and the former, collecting 
into small bodies, increased the terrors 


of war by pillaging the convoys of 
both armies, attacking small parties of 
all nations, and cutting off the sick, 
the wounded, and the stragglers. The 
repeated advance and retreat of the 
diff rent contending parties, exaspera- 
ted these vils. Every fresh band of 
plunderers which arrived, was savagely 
eager after spoil, in proportion as the 
gleanings became scarce. In th^ words 
of scripture, what the locust left was 
devoured by the palmer-worm — what 
escaped the Baskirs and Kirgas of 
the Wolga and Caspian, was Seized by 
tliehalf-clad and half starved conscripts 
of Napoleon, whom want, hardship, 
and an embittered spirit, rendered as 
careless of the ties of country and lan- 
guage, as the others were indifferent 
to the general claims of humanity. 
The towns and villages, which were 
the scenes of actual conflict, were fre- 
quently burnt to the ground ; and 
this not only in the course of the ac- 
tions of importance which we have 
detailed, but in consequence of innu- 
merable skirmishes fought in different 
points, which had no influence indeed 
upon the issue of the campaign, but 
increased incalculably the distress of 
the invaded country, by extending the 
terrors of battle, with fire, famine, and 
slaughter for its accompaniments, in- 
to the most remote and sequestered 
districts. The woods afforded no 
concealment, the churches no saiictii- 
ary, even the grave itself gave no co- 
ver to the relics of mortality. The 
villages were every where burnt, the 
farms wasted and pillaged, the abodes 
of man, and all that belongs to peace- 
ful industry and domestic comfort, 
desolated and destroyed. Wolves, and 
other savage animals, increased fear- 
fully in the districts which had been 
laid waste with ferocity congenial to 
their own. Thus were the evils which 
France had inflicted with an unsparing 
hand upon Spain, Prussia, Russia, and 
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almost every European nation, terri- principle and law, taught the united 
bly retaliated within a few leagues of natiofisof Europe to repell its aggres- 
her own metropolis ; and such were sions by means yet more formidable 
the consequences of a system, which, than those which had been used in 
assuming military force for its sole supporting them. 
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CHAPTER X. 


Defection of Mural from Buonaparlc^ and Successes of the Allies, — Augereau 
is defeated and Lyons taken. — Conduct of the Croivn Prince (f Sweden , — 
Campaign in Flanders — Baltic of Merxen — Antwerp hfonbarded--:^^^^^^^ 
on Bergen-op-Zoom. — Advance of JVinzengerode and Bidow from Flanders 
into France, — Campaign of the South of France. — Buonaparte enters into a 
Treaty with F'erdinand of Spahi^ hut the Cortex and Regency refuse to 
ratify it, — The French evacuate Catalonia^ hut not without Loss, — Con- 
spiracy (ffhe Royalists in favour of the House of Bourhon. — Intrigues (f 
Talleyrand and the Constitutionalists, — Hesitation of the Allies to recognize 
the Claims of Louis XV 111, — Monsieur^ with titc Dukes of Angouleme 
and Berrif leave England for France, — Monsieur favour ahty received in 
Tranche Comptcy hut discountenanced hy the Austrians, — The Duke d^ An- 
gouleme arrives in Gascony, and communicates with La Roche- Jaquelein,— 
JVellingto7i resolves to advance — Dislodges Soult from his fortified Camp 
at Ifayonne, — and Defeats hhn at Orlhes , — The French again defeated near 
Acres, — General Hope crosses the Adour, — Field-Marshal Beresford is de- 
tached upon Bourdeaux — Received with Enthusiasm — The Mayor and Inha- 
. hiiants declare for the Bourbons— ^Apprehensions on their Account in Eng- 
land, 


W HiLF. Napoleon strup^gled to pre- 
€ervc Iiis capital, and combatted despe- 
rately for his very existence as a ruler, 
those detached conquests upon the 
frontiers, which in other times had 
been the scenes of his campaigns and 
victories, were gradually falling in- 
to the power of the allies, thus ena- 
bling them to draw reinforcements to 
their invading armies, and otherwise 
influencing the Parisian campaign. To 
preserve order in this part of our his- 
tory, wc shall treat separately of the 
events of the war in Italy, in Belgium, 
and on the Spanish frontier, closing 
our accougt of what relates to each 
frontier by marking its operation on 
the main issue of the war. 


The defence of Italy had been con- 
fided by Buonaparte to Eugene Beau- 
harnois, the son of the Ex-Empress 
Josephine, with the title of viceroy of 
that kingdom. This trust could not^i 
personally speaking, have been confer- 
red more worthily ; but it was impo- 
litic, as increasing the disgust which 
Joachim Murat, the revolutionary king 
of Naples, already entertained against 
his brother-in-law Napoleon. Risen 
from the lowest rank of society, and 
distinguished by personal bravery and 
audacity in the field of battle, Murat 
was a man of limited capacity, little 
information, and unbounded vanity. 
In war, he was distinguished rather by 
the qualities of a daring soldier than 
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those of a successful general ; in peace, 
his attachment to the frivolities of dress 
tnd exterior decoration, indicated an 
inferior understanding and trifling dis- 
position. To Buonaparte he was re- 
commended as the unscrupulous exe- 
cutioner of whatever measures were 
calculated to support his domination, 
amongst which it is sufficient to men- 
tion the execrable murder of th^ citi- 
zens of Madrid on 4'th May, 1808. 
During the campaign of Russia, Mu-* 
rat began to decline in Buonaparte’s 
regard, &nd appears even then to have 
looked round for some means of se- 
curing himself on the throne of Naples, 
independently of his brother-in-law’s 
alliance. The discord between them 
came to a head when Murat’s division 
of cavalry was surprised and defeated 
by the Cossacks, previous to Buona- 
parte’s evacuation of Moscow. It was 
then that Murat, assuming an air of in- 
dependence, offered to the Russian ge- 
neral to withdraw the Neapolitan for- 
ces, on condition that a separate truce 
should be concluded with him in his cha- 
racter of King of Naples. This propo- 
sal was regarded at the time as a gross 
attempt to impose upon the credulity 
of Russia; yet after incidents have 
shewn that there was something more 
serious in Murat’s proposal, and that 
even then he meditated desertion from 
the cause of Napoleon. Still confi- 
dence was not entirely broken between 
them, if it can be termed a serious 
mark of it, that, on quitting the wrecks 
of his army in Poland, Buonaparte 
consigned to Murat, in the first in- 
stance, the task of conducting these 
shattered and broken' forces to some 
point of safety- But he had scarcely 
assumed this delegated command be- 
fore he was deprived of it in the most 
insulting manner by an imperial de- 
cree, which, while it superseded Mu- 
rat and placed Eugene Beauharnois at 
the head of the army, assigned the in- 
fer,ior capacity of former as a rea. 


son for the change. Murat, as was to 
havS been expected, after so gratui- 
tous an insult, quitted the French ar- 
my, and returned to his^ capital of Na- 
ples. 

From this period Murat carried on 
negociations with Austria, and an- 
nounced his defection from the conti- 
nental system by opening his Italian 
ports to the comrpt^rce of E^igland. 
Still, however, nursing vague ideas of 
ambition, which he had nehher pru- 
dence to relinquish nor talents to re- 
alize, he continued a sccj^t negocia- 
tion with Buonaparte and Beauhar- 
nois, in which he stipulated, as the 
price of returning fidelity, the addition 
ofr Tuscany and the Roman states to 
his kingdom of Italy. ^Not even the 
approaching crisis of his fate could in- 
duce Buonaparte to take conciliatory 
measures with his relation. The de- 
mands of Murat were haughtily re- 
jected, and he became from necessity 
more serious in his treaty with the al- 
lies. The mediation of Austria ex- 
tracted from Britain a reluctant ac- 
quiescence in the terms which he pro- 
posed. It is believed the latter state 
did not see with pleasure the central 
ports of the Mediterranean left under 
the authority of a revolutionary poten- 
tate; but she did finally acquiesce in 
the guarantee granted to Murat of the 
kingdom of Naples, and in the terms 
of hib treaty of alliance with the court 
of Vienna, where hispretensions on An- 
cona aqd the Marches of Campagna 
were recognized, and he became bound 
to supply, in return, an auxiliary army 
of 30,000 men. His defection ruined 
all chance which Eugene Beauharnois 
might otherwise have had to accom- 
plish a diversion in Italy in favour of 
Napoleon. The French army, after 
various actions, which will be more 
particularly mentioned in our account 
of the affairs of Italy, w^as forced tc3 
retreat upon the line of the Adige, 
and, without any military incid-^Ti- * 
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consequence, became altogether isola- 
lated and paralysed. It has been Usu- 
ally supposed that Murat was more 
anxious to observe the letter of his 
treaty, than sincerely zealous in the 
cause of the allies. His conduct ex- 
hibited symptoms of procrastination 
and indecision, and, like weak men in 
similar circumstances, although he did 
enough* seriously to injure the cause of 
France, yet his efforts were attended 
with an obvious reluctance and hesita- 
tion, which deprived them of merit in 
the suspicious eyes of his new allies. 
Meantime, in the neutralization of 
Eugene Beauharnois, the confederates 
reaped the most important advantages 
which could have been expected fram 
the secession pf Murat. Buonaparte, 
therefore, was cut off from all hope 
of assistance from those Italian states 
over which he still retained a nominal 
dominion. This, with the counter, 
revolution in Savoy, and similar move- 
ments among the states of Switzer- 
land, limited Buonaparte's resources 
on the south-eastern frontier to those 
which could be derived from France 
herself, and shut that door through 
which he had so often transferred the 
war into the north of Italy, and thence 
into the Austrian, provinces. 

On the north-eastern frontier an* 
other soldier of fortune^on whose head 
the Revolution had placed a crown, 
held a line of conduct not altogether 
dissimilar to that of Murat in Italy. 

We are far from placing either the 
title or talents of Murat on a level 
with those of Bernadotte. The for- 
mer owed his crown to the sword of 
his brother-in-law ; the latter was call- 
ed to the regal succession of Sweden 
by a solemn resolution of the diet of 
that kingdom ; adopted doubtless with 
the purpose of gratifying the French 
ruler, or of sheltering themselves from 
his indignation, but uninfluenced ei- 
ther by violence or direct solicitation. 
Murat’s praise-worthy qualities were 


limited to courage and activity in the 
field of battle, whereas Bernadotte had 
shown the talents both of a general 
and statesman. Yet, both children of 
the Revolution, and both natives of 
France, their situation has some re- 
semblance, and both were in some 
degree objects of jealousy to those 
who accounted the French Revolu- 
tion, ,and the system of general ra- 
pine and violation of the ancient 
rights both of the rulers and the peo- 
ple which it had introduced, to be the 
original moving cau?e of all the com- 
plicated evils which had for so many 
years afflicted Europe There had 
been also, on the part of the Crown 
Prince of Sweden, a certain degree of 
hesitation at the outset of the cam- 
paign of 1813, and to his withdrawing 
the Swedish garrison from Hamburgh, 
in the spring of that year, it was ow- 
ing that that unfortunate city fell in- 
to the hands of the French. When 
appointed to the command of the 
united forces, entitled the Army of the 
North of Germany, Bernadotte acted 
with spirit and energy ; and, although 
it was observed, that he cautiously 
avoided exposing his Swedish forces, 
where opportunities occurred to em- 
ploy others, upon services of danger, 
yet no charge could be brought against 
him during the campaign of 1813, of 
indifference to the common cause, and 
he is acknowledged to have contribli- 
ted greatly in every respect to the de- 
cisive victory under the walls of Leip- 
sic. But when the treaty with Denmark 
had given the Crown Prince of Swe- 
den a near prospect of possessing the 
private and peculiar object in which 
he was interested, his zeal in the gene- 
ral cause of the allies seemed to suffer 
some abatement. The cession of Nor- 
way was wrung from Denmark after 
a brief warfare, in which the allied 
troops conquered Holstein, over-run 
Slesw’ick, besieged Rendsborg, and 
were on the point of invading Jutland, 
() 
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when at length, submitting to superior 
force, Denmark entered into a treaty 
. with England, and another with Swe- 
den, by wliich last she ceded for ever 
her rights over the kingdom of Nor- 
way, and assigned that country in full 
sovereignty to the crown of Sweden. 
We shall hereafter say a few words on 
. this subject ; in the meanwhile it is 
sufficient to observe, that the Crown 
Prince, like the soldier of HorSce, 
found little inclination to put himself 
forward in peril, after having gained 
the reward^ for which he had fought. 
Leaving General Beimigsen, however, 
to form the siege of Hamburgh, with 
an army of about 40,000 men, the 
Crown Prince moved forward to the 
Rhine wuth the rest of the army of 
the north of Germany, consisting of 
the Russian corps of Winzengerode 
and Bulow, with his own Swedish di- 
visions, and those auxiliaries which 
Denmark bad furnished in compliance 
with her new engagements. 
Jan. 10. lie reached Cologncin 1814, 
and on the jst of February 
lie i:!Siied a bulletin, in which he an- 
nounced his intention to unite the 
whole army under his orders, upon a 
line between Soissons and Rheims, in 
support of that of Silesia, which, as 
we have stated, was manccuvring in that 
direction, but still more to the west- 
ward, and to which the army of the 
north would thus have formed a re- 
serve. 

^ The Pith of February found Ber- 
nadette still at Cologne, and still em- 
ployed in issuing proclamations to the 
French people. He w’as, as some of 
our diurnal politicians expressed it, 
constantly in the paiilo jiost fntarmi 
tense, always about to advance, but 
never actually moving forward. Plis 
language, in private, is said to have 
intimated the same vacillation and un- 
certainty ; now talking of storming 
Maestricht, and planting the first lad* 
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der with his own hand, and now ex- 
pressing himself coldly, both on the 
objects and prospects of the war. Va- 
rious reasons were assigned for this sud- 
den alteration of conducf and manner 
at so important a crisis. It was thought 
that, as a Frenchman, Bernadottc 
might shrink from an active part in 
inflicting the evils of invasion uppii 
the land of his birth ; that as Cfovvn 
Prince of Sweden, hefnight be willing 
to husband the resources of his future 
kingdom, and reluctant to embark in a 
succession of bloody actions a Swe- 
dish army, which, if destroyW, could 
hardly be replaced, in a kingdom thinly 
peopled at all times, and now exhaust- 
ed by late events ; and that, as a revo- 
lutionary prince, and one wdio held his 
power by a tenure somewhat resembling 
that of Buonaparte, he might be unwil- 
ling to be over urgent in the cause of le- 
gitimacy, ami, contented with having 
contributed to humble his fellow-sol- 
dier, might not desire that he should be 
absolutely crushed. And there were 
some who pretended to discover fn the 
irreconcileable conduct and language 
of Bernadotte at this crisis, some 
symptoms of that disordered imagina- 
tion which the Moniteur had repre- 
sented to be hereditary in his family. 
More lately it has been believed, that 
Bernadotte was dissatisfied with the 
subordinate part* assigned to him in 
the grand drama of invasion — that he 
was desirous to be placed foremost, as 
the iiero on whom the liopcs of France 
were to rc^t, and iftider whose stand- 
ard those Frenchmen should be called 
upon to rally, who, weary of the domi- 
nation of Buonaparte, were willing to 
aid in shaking it off. If the adherents 
of Louis XVII I . are to be credited, 
the ambitious schemes of the Crown 
Prince of Sweden rose still higher, 
and he entertained hopes of exchan- 
ging, in the course of events, the pro- 
spect of his northern kingdom for aa 
o 
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immediate succession to the throne of 
Napoleon. Accordinj^ to tbis^ class 
of politicians, he was disgusted at the 
cold reception which these wild hopes 
received from tlio allied monarchs, and 
became thenceforwaid lukewarm in the 
common cause. It is, however, cer- 
tatn, that, from whatever motives, the 
active exertion of Beruadotte ceased 
all at once*. He i^moved his he‘ad- 
quarters from Cologne to Liege, and 
were remaiiK d with the Swedish army 
in complete inactivity, while the great 
events of the campaign of Paris were 
rapidly succeeding to each other. From 
this unexpected circumstance, the ope- 
rations of the allies on the bide of Hol- 
land and Flanders were not only on a 
scale greatly inferior to their gigantic 
undertakingB upon the liigher Rhine, 
but for a time were only partially suc- 
cessful. 

The general alarm of the French, 
on perceiving how widely the patriotic 
insurrection in Holland had spread, 
and how eagerly the natives of Flan 
ders waited for a similar opportunity 
of emancipation, accelerated the deli- 
verance of the United States more than 
the military operations of the allies. 
Indeed, the French garrisons were so 
much reduced by tlierepeated draughts 
which Buonaparte had made to rein- 
force his army duringthc last campaign, 
that it became wisdclTn to evacuate llie 
more distant fortresses, however de- 
fensible, in order, by a concentn.tion of 
their remaining soldiers, to man suffi- 
ciently those which their reckiccd num- 
bers were capable eflectiiall} to defend. 
Thib concentration was the more ne- 
cessary, as the French garrisons in 
Holland and Belgium were menaced 
on the nenhern fiontier by two Rus- 
sian corps, under Winzengerode and 
Bulow, and on the eastern shores by 
the troops which Britain, hastening to 
support the Dutch revolution, had, so 
soon as a long tract of contrary winds 
permitted, disembarked at the mouth 


of the Scheldt, and united to the insur. 
gent patriots. General Decaen, to 
whom Buonaparte had entrusted the 
defence of riolland, judged it neces- 
sary to evacuate the strong and well- 
lortified towns of Breda and William- 
stadt, in order insure the assembling 
a sufficient garrison at Antwerp. Both 
towns were instantly occupied by the 
allies, urn led to the patriots, and Wil- 
liarxstadt became a point of communi- 
cation betw^een Britain and Holland, 
where Sir Thomas Graham speedily dis- 
embniked with SpOO British soldiers, 
hastily assembled upon the* joyful ti- 
dings of the insurrection in Holland. 
This able and experienced general had 
retired from the peninsular war, in 
which he had made so conspicuous a 
figure, in consequence t)f bad health, 
which did not, however, prevent him 
from accepting a command in the Low 
Countries, so soon as he was inform- 
ed that the country required his ser- 
vices, He arrived in time to secure 
Breda, of which the French general 
had made a desperate attempt to re- 
possess himself Being turned and 
repulsfd, he was obliged to retreat to 
Hotgstraten, w Ikmc he took a line of 
defence betwixt Breda and Antwerp, 
for the purpose of covering 
the frontiers of Belgium. A Jan* II. 
joint attack was made upon 
this position by the united forces of 
Bulow and Sir Thomas Graham^ by 
w'hich the French were dislodged, and 
obliged to retire upon Merxem, where 
they occupied a line betwixt that vil- 
lage and Antwerp. Here a 
second action took place, in Jan, 13. 
which th^ village of Merx- 
en was carried by the British at the 
point of the bayonet ; and the enemy, 
defeated along his whole line, was for- 
ced to retire upon Antwerp with con- 
siderable loss. General Maison, the 
French commander* in-chief, now seem- 
ed to renounce all purpose of defend- 
ing Belgium, for, after leaving a euffi- 
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cient garrison in Antwerp^ he threw 
the rest of his forces into Lisle, and 
the other neighbouring fortresses of 
French Flanders, which, it may be 
presumed, he expected would have 
been regularly besieged by the allies, 
previous to their advancing into the 
interior of France. 

The first movement attempted by 
the joint armies of Britain and Russia, 
was an attack upon Antwerp. Mere 
Carnot, celebrated in the history of 
the French Revolution, had been late- 
ly invested with the government. Ori- 
ginally an*officer of*engineers, and dis- 
tinguished for mathematical science, 
Carnot was successively a deputy to 
the legislative assembly and to the na- 
tional convention, a member of the 
execrated committee of public safety, 
which shed such seas of blood during 
the reign of terror, and a member of 
the executive directory : An exile in 
consequence of the revolution of 18th 
Fructidor, he was reinstated by that 
of 18th Brumaire, became minister of 
war and tribune, and then sunk to a 
cypher under the ascendancy of Buo- 
naparte, to whose power, as a con- 
scientious republican, he zealously op- 
posed himself. But, affected by the 
distresses of France, he offered his ser- 
vices to Napoleon, not indeed with- 
out reproaching him with his usurpa- 
tions ; and the ruler of France, aware 
of Carnot's talents, now committed to 
him the important task of defending 
Antwerp, This proved, from the 
strength of the fortifications, the in- 
activity of the Crown Prince, and the 
inferiority in numbers of the army 
under Graham and Bulow, a less 
difficult task than had been appre 
bended. The attack of the Anglo- 
Russian army was confined 
JFe6. 3. to a heavy bombardment, 
chiefly directed against the 
vessels of war withdrawn into the mag- 
nificent basin and docks, which had 
been constructed by the orders of Na- 


poleon. The defenders had taken all 
precautions to prevent the fleet from 
being burnt, the vessels being filled 
with wet straw and dung, and sunk as 
low as possible in the waWer, with their 
yards struck. Two or three small 
ships were nevertheless sunk by the 
bombardment, and the douane, or cus- 
tom-house, erected by the Frenc^, 
was burnt. But jpart of the artill^y 
having become unseryiceable, ancT there 
being no intention of destroying the 
Xown by a continuation of the bom- 
bardment, the allies desisted from their 
attempt. It became indeed impossible 
to renew it, for Bulow’s division now 
received orders, detaching it from the 
command of the Crown Prince of 
Sweden, and directing its immediate 
march, to act in concert with the 
grand invading army in the centre of 
France. Sir Thomas Graham^s divi- 
sion, which remained in Belgium, was 
not sufficiently numerous for offensive 
operations, and barely adequate to 
protect the country against excursions 
from the French garrisons. YeS, with 
this diminished number, the gallant 
general undertook one most import- 
ant operation, which although only so 
far successful as to vindicate the at- 
tempt, shewed at once the enterprising 
spirit and military skill of the victor 
of Barrosa. T nis was the endeavour to 
take by surprisothe town of Bergen- 
op-Zoom, which, according to the 
modern rules of fortification, is ac- 
counted one of the strongest places in 
the world. 

Four columns of British undertook 
this desperate piece of service. 

Three of them, at the dead Fe6> 8. 
of night, forced their way 
over the fortifications, two by esca- 
lade at different points, and one by the 
mouth or outlet of the small liver^ 
called Zoom, where it leaves the forti- 
fications and enters the harbour. The 
fourth column was designed to act as 
a reserve. The assailants were m com- 
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plete possession of most of the bastions 
of the town, and the French com- 
mandant, Bizanet, had taken the reso- 
lution to surrender, and dispatched an 
aid-de-camp <with a proposal to that 
effect. But as the attacking troops 
were not in communication with each 
other, nor fully aware of the advan- 
tages which they had gained, and se- 
veral disLinguishod pfficers, as Gene- 
rals fi-ore and .%crrett, and Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Carleton, having been 
unhappily killed, or mortally wound-* 
ed, the undertaking became peculiarly 
liable to <he mistakes and confusion 
always incident to a night attack. The 
French officer who brought the pro- 
posal to surrender the place, was un- 
fortunately killed by a cannon-sRot ; 
and the garrfson, which had taken the 
alarm, and formed in the grand place 
or centre of the town, obtained success 
over that column, which, forcing their 
way through the Waterport, and thus 
entering the streets, could not be pre- 
vented from dispersing in quest of li- 
quor or plunder. Another part of the 
garrison, which had at first fled into 
one of the few bastions of which they 
retained possession, perceiving, with the 
acuteness which belongs to the Frenc^h 
military character, that the assailants 
hesitated, instantly resumed the offen- 
sive. The British columns, after an 
ineffectual attempt to force their way 
into the body of the place, fell into irre- 
trievable disorder, and, divided as they 
were from each other, were under the 
painful necessity of laying down their 
arms. All who had got into the town 
were killed or made prisoners, except- 
ing some few who made their escape 
over the works. The French treated 
the wounded with humanity, and re- 
leased the prisoners, upon condition 
that an equal number of Frenchmen 
of the same rank should be liberated 
in England. Such was the melau- 
€ holy conclusion of the attempt upon 
Bergen op- Zoom, ably planned, brave- 


ly made, and disconcerted only by ac- 
cidents, for which neither the general 
nor the officerjs in immediate command 
could be justly held responsible. This 
incident closes our account of the war 
in Holland and Flanders, where no- 
thing of consequence afterwards en- 
sued. The army of Sir Thomas Gra- 
ham received reinforcements; and, with 
the troops of the insurgent Dutch and 
Flemings, and the awe inspired by the 
neighbourhood of the less active arm/ 
of Sweden and Denmark, the British 
general was enabled with case to re- 
press those sallies from the French 
fortresses, which, made chiefly with a 
view to plunder, were now the only 
active operations on the north-eastern 
frontier. 

lA'aving the liberated countries of 
Holland and Belgium to the protec- 
tion thus aflbrdeci, the Russian corps 
of Winzengcrode, of Woronzow, and 
of Billow, received orders to detach 
themselves from the army of the north 
of Germany ; or, in plain terms, were 
withdrawn from tlie command of the 
Crown Prince of Sweden, in order to 
engage in those more active operations 
to which he seemed suddenly to liave 
become indifferent. In this extraor- 
dinary war all the common rules of 
tactics were reversed, and these ge- 
nerals were directed to neglect that 
formidable row of frontier fortresses 
which guard French Flanders, and 
which so long baffled the genius of 
Marlborough and Eugene, and, leaving 
them in their rear, to advance into the 
heart of the kingdom which they pro- 
tect, to the support of the army of 
Silesia. This would have been in any 
other campaign a desperate measure ; 
but here such had been the iron ty- 
ranny of Napoleon, that the inclina- 
tion of the people, every where beyond 
the bounds of France, seconded the 
invader's activity ; and in France it- 
self, a passive indisposition to resist- 
ance gave him similar advantages. Ge- 
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neral Bulow, therefore, left the- Eng- 
lish forces to blockade Antwerp, or 
rather to observe the motions of the 
garrison, to which they were inferior 
in number, and directed his 
Feb, 3, march upon Mechlin, dri- 
ving before him the French 
general Maison, who saw himself for- 
ced to retreat for the protection of 
the ancient frontier. All along •the 
line of the Russian generaPs march, 
the towns of Flanders declared against 
Buonaparte ; and thg country, scoured 
in every dfrection by the light troops 
of the allies, who were speedily joined 
by many hundred refractory conscripts, 
that had taken arms to avoid being 
pressed into Napoleon's service, joy- 
fully received the allied army. The 
whole of Brabant, therefore, except- 
ing Antwerp, was now, in a great 
measure, freed of the enemy ; and 
here the rash policy of Joseph II., 
in dismantling the towns of Austrian 
Flanders, was of as much service to 
the cause of Europe, as it had formerly 
contributed to injuring it, by laying 
that important frontier open to the 
first incursion of republican France. 
The Prince of Saxe Weimar, now 
commander-in-chief of the combined 
army of the north, established his head- 
quarters at Brussels ; and the emanci- 
pation of the Netherlands might be 
considered as completed, with the ex- 
ception of Antwerp and Bergen-op- 
Zoom. The liberation of Belgium 
* being thus nearly accomplished, (ie- 
nerai Bulow, according to his orders, 
pressed forward across the French 
frontier, entered Arvencs, pushed on 
to La Fere, where he pos- 
Feb* 14f. sessed himself of considerable 
magazines, and occupied fi- 
nally the important town of Laon. 

There he united his forces 
Feb, 26. with those of Win zengerode, 
which, from a higher position 
on the Rhine, had advanced to the 
same point of junction. 


Winzengerode had marched from 
Namur, and, neglecting Juliers, Van- 
loo, and Maestricht, in which the 
French had still garrison#, which were 
bequeathed to the languid observa- 
tion of the Crown Prince, he had 
united himself with General Woron- 
zow, who had passed the Rhine^t 
Cologne, and made an easy march 
through Belgium ; experiencing every 
where a welcome reception, chasing 
before him the authorities established 
by Napoleon, disbanding and sending 
home the conscripts whom *they had 
drawn together, and pushing his ad- 
vance as far as Liixemburgh and the 
forest of the Ardennes, Thus, amid 
the acclamations of the Flemish inha- 
bitants, who came to hall their deli- 
verers with banners, with supplies, 
and witli jubilee, another Russian 
army penetrated through the iron fron- 
tier of French Flanders, and march- 
ed upon Rheirns. That ancient city, 
in which the monarchs of France used 
to receive the ceremony of consecra- 
tion, opened its gates to the first Cos- 
sacks who announced the march of the 
allies ; and, being master of the towni 
CzernichefF, a Russian general, dis- 
tinguished as a leader of light troops, 
and who now commanded the van of 
Winzcgcrode's army, advanced upon 
Soissons. Important from its situa- 
tion, and its bndge over the Aisne, 
wliich commands one of the great roads 
to Paris, and one of the most ancient 
towns of France, Bonaparte had not 
neglected the defence of this place. 
Rusca, a Piedmontese, with about 
1500 men, was commissioned to de- 
fend it to the uttermost, that w, to 
hold out the position without respect to 
the buildings of the place, or the lives 
of the inhabitants, — which is the only 
mode of defence where there are no 
regular fortifications. The houses 
were occupied by soldiers, the walls 
loop-holed for musketry, the pavement 
taken up, and the streets barricaded. 
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when, at the first discharge of the 
Russian artillery, Rusca was 
•truck dead by a bullet, af- Feb. 13. 
ter which cftitastrophe his 
followers quitted Soissons without any 
obstinate defence. The town was gi- 
ven up to pillage, and the garrison 
nil*de prisoners. 

At Soissons, however, Winzenge- 
rode heard news df the various victories 
of Buonaparte over the army of Sile- 
sia, at Montmirail and Chateau Thier- 
ry ; and, evacuating Soissons, he fell 
back upoft Rheims and Laon. Near the 
latter place he united his forces with 
those of Bulow, and thus they formed 
the rear-guard of the unwearied army 
of Silesia, which, now occupying the 
whole cours^’of the Marne, threatened 
Paris from the point of Meaux. Thus 
strengthened by their junction, Win- 
zengerodeand Bulow moved forward in 
concert, to recover possession of Sois- 
aons, a town essential to their co-ope- 
ration with Blucher, and to the pos- 
aessiofi of which the greatest conse- 
quence was justly attached. We shall 
sifterwards see that it had become of 
yet more critical importance from the 
state of the contending armies. By the 
bold and masterly movements of these 
two Russian co^ps, Blucher found him- 
self, in case either of retreat or ad- 
vance, assisted by fWo strong divi- 
sions, which, despising the interven- 
tion of a triple line of fortresses, had 
thrown themselves into the heart of 
France, to support his atteck upon 
its capital ; and thus all the losses 
which he had sustained in various ac- 
tions with Napoleon, must be consi- 
dered as more than repaired. Upon 
the north-eastern, therefore, as well as 
the south-eastern frontier, events of 
solid advantage to the allies at once 
repaired their losses, and deprived the 
victories of Napoleon of all effective 
importance. Other, and yet darker 
clouds, blackened over the south-west- 
ern horizon, and made such last suc- 


cesses of this celebrated general, ai 
were obtained in the following weekif, 
resemble the rays of lurid brilliancy 
which the sun shoots through the 
wreaths of the storm, ere yet he is 
totally eclipsed by them. 

The annals of the last year left our 
admirable Wellington, who, at once 
uniting the properties of a Fabius and 
MarCellus, has shewn himself as formi- 
dable in his offensive operations, as se- 
cure in those which ne adopted for 
defence, in possession of a firm foot- 
ing upon the south-western frontier 
of France, and of a position between 
the rivers Nive and Adour, from 
which he never retrograded ; but, on 
the contrary, fought his way forward 
through the best provinces of France, 
and restored his troops to Britain by 
a march through the very centre of the 
hostile kingdom. 

To avert the formidable attack 
which menaced him from this quarter, 
Buonaparte had recourse to a measure, 
which, if resorted to in season, might 
have had great effect in retarding the 
emancipation of the civilized world. 
He resolved to restore Ferdinand of 
Spain to the possession of the throne 
to which he was lawful heir, having 
previously made such a treaty with the 
captive prince as should bind him down 
as an ally, or rather vassal, of France, 
to whose ruler he had owed a de- 
grading captivity, and his high-mind- 
ed subjects a train of the most cruel 
afflictions. This scheme had been 
long since recommended by Talley- 
rand, whose sagacity had from the 
beginning*aDticipated that it was pos- 
sible for Buonaparte to wring every 
real advantage out of the Spaniards, 
if they were spared the insulting shame 
of the attempt to fix on their throne 
a foreign dynasty. When this wily 
statesman proposed to Napoleon to 
abandon the idea of maintaining his 
brother on the Spanish throne, and to 
send back Ferdinand under such con* 
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ditions aa should place him in oppo- 
sition to the English, and to that 
large and enlightened cTas** of his own 
subjects who wished some improve 
meat in their despotic constitution, he 
termed the measure, “ an Olla podrida 
for Spain.'* It was, n.dred, a chalice 
fraught with poison of the most subtle 
description, a scheme which could 
not fail to throw that unhappy* and 
abused nation into internal divisions, 
separating its defender^' into royalists 
andhberalists, and glacing insurmount- 
able obstacles between them and their 
most faithful and serviceable allies. 
National jealousy, hatred of the P t- 
tugueze, bigoitcd Catholicism, would 
all have aided to inflame the dispute ; 
and the Spaniards, who, in their pride 
of heart, even when united in the ge- 
neral point of national iiidepeirnknce, 
reluctantly submitted to receive the 
assistance of foreigners and heretics, 
would willingly have shaken off an al- 
liance which humbled them in their 
own eyes, had the return of Ferdinand, 
their lawful monarch, rendered it pos- 
sible for them to dispense with it. 
Such an issue would not only have left 
Buonaparte at liberty to withdraw 
from Spain all those veteran forces, 
whose presence in France was now so 
essential to him ; but it might, if ma 
naged wich address, have even procu- 
red him the assistance of an auxiliary 
Spanish army, instead of that now mo- 
ving against him under the banners of 
England. But by a fatality which 
attended many of Napoleon’s later 
measures, this important step was 
adopted too late, and the line was 
not thrown until the bare hook was 
too discernible for imposition. 

FromFerdinand, however, theFrench 
ruler found no opposition. A wretch- 
ed treaty, dictated by the 
Dec, 11. oppressor, was signed by 

1813. the unresisting victim, in 
which Napoleon agreed to 
ratify his prisoner's title to the crown 


of Spain conditionally, that Ferdinand 
should re instate in their honours, es- 
tates, and offices, all who had acted 
under the authority of, Joseph, ex- 
change without delay the French pri- 
soners made in Spam, whether by the 
English or native troops, against the 
Spanish prisoners in France, and c^^ 
pel the English troops to evac^te 
the peninsula. Th^ unhappy Ferdi- 
nand submitted to these conditions, 
.without perhaps iccurately considering 
how far it was in his power, and cer- 
tainly without being stnsibje how lit- 
tle it was his interest, to carry them 
into execution. The French emperor, 
in pursuance his new and tardy po- 
licys proposed, upon the ratification 
of the treaty by the cor^s and regen- 
cy, to dismiss his prisoner from Va- 
len 9 ay, and restore to tlie Spaniards 
their Ferdinand the Beloved, so much 
and so ardcnily desired by his sub- 
jects, and in whose caus*" they had 
made such magnanimons sacrifices. In 
this, as ,n many instances, tnay^be ap- 
plied the verse of the satirist, 

“ Magnaque numiiiibus vota : xaudita ma- 
iigntfr ’* • 

But we leave to another part of these 
annals the unexpected and deplorable 
issue of the affairs of Spain. It is 
enough to say here, that the prudent 
and patriotic resolution of the cortes, 
to hold no treaty as binding which 
should be entered into by Ferdinand 
while in Jthe power of Buonaparte, to- 
gether with the gross and obvious ten- 
dency of the treaty of Valengay, pre- 
vented Napoleon from reaping the ad- 
vantages wliich, at an early period of 
the war, when such a measure would 
have seemed less the result of strong 
necessity and compulsion, might un- 
questionably have resulted from it. 
The Duke of San Carlos, who waa 
dispatched to Madrid with informa- 
tion of the treaty, and to announce the 
return of Ferdinand, although he arri« 
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ved there on the 6th of January, could 
obtain no answer from the cortts or 
the regency, excepting a declaration 
that they woii^d receive Ferdinand with 
transport, provided he came as a free 
agent, free from foreign influence, and 
iincontrouled by any engagements with 
Buonaparte. Don Joseph Palafox, 
whom we name with regret, as acting 
a par^ inconsistent with the fame of 
the defender of Zaragoza, followed 
the Duke of San Carlos, as a second 
ambassador of Ferdinand, or rather of 
Buonapart^. The governor of France 
in the mean time kept the gates of 
Valengay closed on his submisbive pri- 
soner, and, as the communication with 
the cortes became tedious and pro- 
tracted, he reaped no other advantage 
than the pretext which it afforded 
him, of witlidrawing the corps of Mar- 
shal SucheC from Catalonia, which, 
though a measure necessary, in order 
to strengthen his defence in the south of 
France, he artfully made the ground of 
a secret article with the cortes, that the 
English forces should at the same time 
give up the garrisons which they held 
iri the peninsula. No demur was made 
by the British, who instantly evacua- 
ted Cadiz, Carthagena, and other for- 
tified places, many of which their va- 
lour had gained, and all of which they 
had bravely defended. ^But the French 
troops did not escape from Spain so 
easily as their ruler desired and expect- 
ed. Before the treaty was adjusted, the 
Baron d’ Erolles, often distinguished 
in the Spanish war, had obtained pos- 
session of Marshal Suchet’s private 
cypher, in which he dispatched simu- 
lated orders, in the marshal’s name, to 
the French commandants of Llerida, 
Mequinenza, and Mauzon, 
Feb, 9. directing them to evacuate 
these places. The officers 
did not hesitate to obey orders which 
coincided with every account of affairs 
in France, and, having united to effect 
their march, they were surrounded in 


the pass of Martorell by the Spanish 
and Anglo- Sicilian army, and compel- 
led to surrender*. About the same time 
the strong fortress of Ja 9 a was redu- 
ced. Most of the other French troops 
withdrew unmolested, in consequence 
of the private article which we have 
noticed, and fed, from time to time, 
with their experienced and veteran le- 
gion§, the diminishing ranks of Napo- 
leon. Thus Spain ceased to be the 
theatre of contending nations, and the 
war of the peninsula must be consider- 
ed as ended, although her forces conti- 
nued to form a part of the army of 
The Great Lord, as the Spaniards 
were accustomed to term the Duke of 
Wellington. His campaigns were now 
carried on in France itself, and they 
form a brilliant chapter in the extra- 
ordinary history of that unrivalled ge- 
neral. 

The face of the country on the 
northern side of the Pyrenees is, as 
might be expected from its vicinity to 
such a chain of mountains, rugged, 
unequal, full of deep glens, vallies, 
and ravines, and traversed by large 
rivers, which hold their course at no 
great distance from each other, afford- 
ing, consequently, a variety of strong 
positions for a defensive line, and all 
the facilities for that protracted war of 
posts and skirmishes, which is most 
unfavourable to an invading army. The 
possession, however, of St Jean deLuz, 
a small sea-port on the French side of 
the Pyrenees, gave Wellington means 
of combating those difficulties, by per- 
mitting him to communicate with the 
naval forces. A very few days of 
English occupation totally changed 
the appearance of that little town. Its 
quay, along which there formerly lay 
but a few miserable fishing-boats that 
seldom ventured a mile from shore, be- 
came suddenly crowded with sea-craft 
of all kinds, which the directions of 
government or the mercantile specula- 
tions of individuals had sent with sup- 
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plies to the army. The streets, which 
had only exhibited a few dispirited na- 
tives creeping in silence along the walls 
to avoid the insolence of the French 
officers, who, as they lounged about 
in their tawdry uniforms, omitted no 
opportunity to shew contempt for the 
peaceful citizens, assumed at once the 
animating bustle of an English sea- 
port, the commerce of which was rc- 
n . 1 o gulated according to a tariff 
Cl * issued by the D uke of W el- 
lington. This might be 
considered as tin? death -wound of the 
continental system. An English ge- 
neral was now regulating the importa- 
tion of Bntish manufactures and colo- 
nial produce into France, articles to 
exclude which from the most remote 
ports of the continent, Napoleon had, 
not very many months before, led 
against Russia half a million of men. 
Tlirough means of the harbour of St 
Jean de Luz reinforcements and sup- 
plies were transmitted to the British 
army, with a liberality worthy of the 
cause and conjuncture. 

Marshal Soult, since the failure of 
his attempts, upon the 10th and 1 Jth 
December, to compel Lord Welling- 
ton to recross the Nive, had kept him- 
self within his strongly fortified camp 
in the front of Bayonne; and his great 
antagonist was quietly established in 
the disputed position between the Nive 
and the Adour, having thus made one 
stride ihto the country, as it is called, 
of the Gaves, or torrents, and com- 
manding the course of both the rivers 
between which his army was station- 
ed. The most strict orders were is- 
sued for the maintenance of good of*- 
der by the soldiers, and for the pro- 
tection of the peaceable inhabitants of 
the country, and they were enforced 
with salutary severity. In an army 
composed partly of Spaniards and Por- 
tugueze, who had so much to resent 
and to revenge upon the French na- 
tion, this might seem not the most 


easy task. But the instant punish- 
mtfnt of marauders, of whatever nation 
or country, compelled the soldiery to 
respect the orders of their general; 
and with a firmness wh*ch,in more than 
one instance, must have been deeply 
painful to his own feelings, Lord Wel- 
lington struck at the root of the evil, 
by dismissing the commanding^icers 
of such corps Ss h|id not been«ept un- 
der proper restraint. The benefit of a 
conduct as politic as humane was soon 
evident. The peasantry of the coun- 
try siip])lied the British forces libe- 
rally with all sorts of provisions and 
refreshments, for which they were paid 
in ready money ; while Soult, deficient 
b|pth in funds and inclination to follow 
the same liberal conduct, was scantily 
furnished, and only by force of mili- 
tary requisition, with articles which 
were voluntarily carried to the camp 
of the invading army. The French 
soldiers also, chiefly raw conscripts, 
indemnified themselves for the violence 
which they had suffered in being drag- 
ged from their homes, by exercising 
on the peasantry the license of that 
military character which had just been 
forced upon tliem. It is not, tliere- 
fore, to be wondered at, that the effortj 
of General Harisjje to raise in mass 
the Basques, as the mountaineers who 
inhabit the v^allics and defiles adjacent 
to the Pyrenees are called, should have 
been attended with very imperfect suc- 
cess, where the soldiers of Soult were 
more feared and hated than those of 
Welli/lgton. A few bands of pea* 
sants were, however, assembled by the 
exertions of that officer, who is him- 
self a Basque, and put in motion for 
the purpose of desultory war on the 
flank and rear of Lord Wellington’^ 
army ; but they were speedily disper- 
sed by the British liglit troops and 
the Spanish guerillas, who, under the 
celebrated Mina, were tiaiiied to the 
service of a partizaii-war. In gene- 
ral, the people of the country took 
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no share in the contest, and many of 
them evinced a hostility to the govAm- 
ment of Buonapai te. This was a sen- 
sation now extending almost univer- 
sally through tlie western provinces of 
France, and which had begun to as- 
sume a complexion so decided, as to 
infli^iice the movements of the British 
comuajodcr-in-chief. ,.We have ab' 
stained Worn noticing its rise and pro- 
gr«»S8 until this part of our narrative, 
when it necessarily connects itself 
with the military details. 

The namcrof Bourbon, once so much 
honoured and beloved, had hardly been 
whispered in France since the death of 
Pichegru and the banishment of Mo- 
reau ; yet the broken remains of the no- 
bility, in Paris at'jd in the provinces, che- 
rished still the remembrance of the roy- 
al family, whose splendours and whose 
fall they had shared ; and most of the 
clergy looked back with similar regret 
to the days when the mouarchs of 
France retained the title of Most 
Christian. The cotenes of fashion- 
able life had many circles, from which 
those who had risen by the Revolu- 
tion were studiously excluded, and 
where a deference to titles and ranks, 
connected with the days of the mo- 
narchy, still made part of the etiquette 
exacted and observed. There even cx- 
ioted a secret collfedera<^y of royalists, 
who, ill despite of the vigilance of the 
police, and the immense sums expend- 
ed by Buonaparte in procuring secret 
intelligence, had the address to con- 
ceal ttuir union from the government. 
Their sign of recognition was the two 
syllables Deli ; if the person address- 
ed completed the word by answering 
Vrance, he w'as recognised as one of 
the initiated. Napoleon more than 
once seized and imprisoned members of 
this confederacy ; but he was never 
able to obtain such precise informa- 
tion as to enabie him to crush or dis- 
perse it The disasters in Russia and 
Germany gave life and activity to the 


royalists, who, observing less caution 
in their words and actions, diffused 
themselves into the different provinces, 
stimulated the people to resist the con- 
scription, and impede the measures 
taken for defending the country ; and 
in Britanny and La Vendee, where the 
peasants yet retained the warm recol- 
lectiorj of their victories over the re- 
publicans, they went still farther, and 
exhorted them to a second rising in 
.the cause of the Bourbons. As the 
conduct of these agents of royalty be- 
came more audacious, their danger in- 
creased. Thi' Messieurs de Pohgnac, 
detained in Paris under the surveillance 
of the police, were destined to a close 
imprisonmcut, or perhaps to secret 
execution, which they only escaped by 
the presence of mind of one of the 
brothers. He invited the commissary 
sent to arrest them to partake of their 
dinner, while the other ran down stairs 
as if to hasten the preparations ; a 
moment afterwards, Jules de Polignac, 
expressing surprise at his brothers de- 
lay , followed, as with the purpose to 
call him. Both then got into tne gar- 
den, and, leaping over the wall, were so 
fortunate as to e.^capt beyond the bar- 
riers of the city, and find their way to 
the out* posts of the grand allied army. 
The light which these noblemen were 
able to afford at the head-quarters of 
the allied sovereigns, respecting the 
union and zeal of the royalists in 
France, was of the utmost service to 
the cause of the Bourbons. In the 
meanwhile, though numerous arrests 
wen* commanded, the satellites of Na- 
poleon were unable t ffectuall) to check 
a conspirac\ which had now pervaded 
almost all the western provinces of the 
kingdom, and was ready for an explo- 
sion. 

Bourdeaux was a central point of 
this association. That city, luined 
by the destruction of its commerce, 
guided also by the counsels of Lynch, 
its loyal mayor, was disposed to de- 
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dare for the king, whenever they 
should be assured of support. Mons. 
Taffard de Saint Germain acted as 
commissioner for Louis XVII I. in 
that important city, and enrolled in a 
loyal association a great number of all 
classes, many of whom were regiment- 
ed, and had arms in readiness. The 
Marquis de la Roche-jaquelein, desti- 
ned to be made immortal by the^history 
given of his exploits in the simple and 
sublime narrative of his consort, had aU 
ready put La Vendee in a state ripe 
for insurrection. Persecuted by the 
agents of the police, who sought every 
where to apprehend him, he had found 
a refuge in Bourdeaux inaccessible to 
their pursuit. He became an active 
member of the Royal Council, as it 
was termed, of that city. Saintonge 
was organized by the Abbe Jaqualt 
upon a plan of combined insurrection, 
which, fifteen years before, had recei- 
ved the approbation of Monsieur, then 
residing at Edinburgh. The same 
loyal ecclesiastic, formerly secretary to 
the council of war in La Vendee, had 
traversed all that country, preparing 
the peasants for a new rising. Pe- 
rigord was organized for insurrec- 
tion by Messieurs de la Roche-Ay- 
men. In the vicinity of Nantes, of 
Angers, and of Orleans, large bands 
were levied by the Compte de L'Orge, 
bis brother Monsieur de Airac, Count 
Charles D’Autichamp, and the Count 
de Suzannel. These bands chiefly con- 
sisted of refractory conscripts, who 
were determined to resist to the utter- 
most the fate to which Biionaparte^s 
policy had devoted theifi. In Touraine 
upwards of a thousand gentlemen were 
prepared to join the Duke of Duras. 
The royalists of Britanny were com- 
manded by the Count de Vitray, as- 
sisted by the celebrated Tranquille, 
called Le Capilaine Sans Peur, and 
other distinguished Chouan chiefs. 
Cadoudal, brother of the well-known 
Georges, a man remarkable for strength 


an^ intrepidity, was at the head of the 
peasantry of Vannes ; and thus the 
whole west of France, including even 
the lower districts of* Normandy, wa« 
ripe for revolt. 

The plan of this projected insurrec- 
tion was purely royalist. But the go- 
vernment of Buonaparte had atfuther 
set of enemie8,^mong8t those like 
himself, owed tHt^ir political conse- 
quence to the Revolution, and who, 
without regard to the Bourbons, were 
desirous to get free of the tyranny of 
the emperor These were the disap- 
pointed and degraded republicans, the 
deceived constitutionalists, all who had 
hoped and expected that the Revolu- 
tion would have paved the way for a 
free government, in which the career 
of preferment should be open to ta- 
lents of every description, — a lottery 
in which, doubtless, each hoped that 
his own abilities would gain some im- 
portant prize. The sceptre of Napo- 
leon had weighed harder upon this 
class than even upon the royalists. He 
had no dislike to the principles of the 
latter, abstractedly considered; he felt 
some respect for their birth and titles, 
and only wished to transfer their at- 
tachment from the house of Bourbon, 
and to attach them to that of Napo- 
leon, Accordingly, he distributed em- 
ployments afld honours among such of 
the old noblesse as could be brought 
to accept them, and obviously felt pride 
in drawing to his court names and 
titles Jknowm in the earlier periods of 
French history. Besides, until cir- 
cumstances shook his thtone a«\d en- 
larged their means of injuiiug him, he 
considered the number of the royalists 
as small, and their power as despi- 
cable. But from th 'se active spi- 
rits, who had traded in revolution 
after rcvoluiiun for so many ytars, 
he had much more both to fear and 
to dislike, especially as they were 
now Uiiderstood to be headed by Iiis 
ex-minister Talleyrand, with whose 
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talents, both for scheming and execu- 
ting political changes, lie had so ninth 
reason to be acquainted. To this class 
of his enemies he imputed the hardy 
attempt which was made, not without 
prospect of success, to overthrow his 
government during his absence in Rus- 
sia. You have the tail, but not the 
headj'Siliad been the words of the 
rincipjf conspiratos', when about to 
e executed ; and they still rung in 
the cars of Buonaparte. It was gene- 
rally supposed that his long stay in 
Paris, ere he Jtook the field against the 
allies, was dictated by his fear of some 
similar explosion. Whether these tw^o 
separate classes of the enemies of Buo- 
naparte communicated with each ot hev 
we have no op|iortunity oi knowing, 
but they both had intercourse with 
the allies. That of Talleyrand’s fac- 
tion wap, w^e believe, maintained at the 
court of London, tlirougl> means of a 
near relation of his own, who visited 
England shortly before the opening of 
the campaign of which wc treat ; and 
we have no doubt that llirough the 
same medium he held some communi- 
catiqn with the Bourbons, and that, 
in the same manner as the English 
Restoration w^as brought about by an 
union between the Cavaliers and Pres- 
byterians, there was even then upon 
foot some treaty of accommodation, 
by which the exiled monarch was, in 
regaining the crown, to have the as- 
sistance of those, wlu)in, for want of 
another name, we shall call Consti- 
tutionalists, it being understood that 
bis government was to be established 
on the basis of freedom. 

Notwithstanding this state of active 
preparation for insurrection, the ef- 
forts, whether of royalists or constitu- 
tionalists, were for a time paralysed, 
not only by the silence of the allies 
touching their views coiicernirg the 
future government of France, but by 
the willingness which they exhibited 
to treat with the very despot against 


whom these machinations which we 
have described were organized and pre- 
pared. It was even supposed that the 
intentions of the allied sovereigns them- 
selves did not coincide upon this impor* 
taut point, a circumstance affording 
ho])es, to which Buonaparte clung 
with blinded obstinacy. The views of 
Britain were well known to be favour- 
able to ihe Bourbons, providing an op- 
portunity should occur of effectually 
assisting them. Such were recognised 
to be the sentiments and wishes of the 
Prince Regent himself, who had never 
omitted an opportunity of paying to 
his unfortunate guests every respectful 
attention which their situation could ad- 
mit. But the ministers were unwilling 
to incur the charge of prolonging and 
rendering more inveterate the war with 
France, by announcing that it was 
waged in defence of a title which some 
considered as antiquated, and most as 
unlikely to be supported by the efforts 
of the French themselves. Even the 
most venturous politicians remember- 
ed the sort of fatality which had at- 
tended every scheme concerted in fa- 
vour of the Bourbons ; and to urge 
their few remaining partizans to a 
hopeless insurrection, would be but, it 
was thought, to renew the proscrip- 
tions and massacres of Quiberon and 
La Vendee. Thus the interest of Eng- 
land in the royal cause was limited to 
good wishes. Russia was well .known 
to have shewn the same sentiments ; 
for when the regretted Moreau was 
invited by the Emperor Alexander 
from his American exile, he agreed to 
take share in*^ the campaign against 
Buonaparte on the express provision 
that the restoration of the Bourbons 
to a free and limited monarchy, as well 
as the integrity of France on all its an- 
cient frontiers, should be the principal 
and avowed objects of the war, and 
tliat he liimself, under the banners and 
colours of the king, should head a corps 
of such Frenchmen a», upon these 
4 
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terms, might be willing to co-operate 
in the emancipation of their country. 
Russians acquiescence* in this proposal 
sufficiently evinced her wishes for the 
restoration ; and Prussia, from defer- 
ence to her great ally, and deep hatred 
and fear of Buonaparte, was certain to 
espouse the same opinions. But the 
alliance between the proud house of 
Austria and this fortunate soldjpr pla- 
ced her in a painful and embarrassing 
situation, and certainly trammelled the^ 
intentions of the other allied powers in 
the cabinet, as it«clogged their opera- 
tions in the field. For a war, having 
no determined end or purpose, is not 
likely to be waged with any peculiar 
energy ; and the other confederates, 
fettered by the unavoidable deference 
which was due to a most important 
member of their alliance, could neither 
act with vigour in behalf of the Bour- 
bons, nor assign any reason for refusing 
them assistance. There is now little 
doubt, that upon the embarrassments 
occasioned by their indecision, con- 
cerning the use to be made of victory 
if they should attain it, hinged many 
of the misfortunes which attended the 
opening of this campaign. 

Although the British ministry re- 
fused to afford any direct countenance 
lo the schemes of the Bourbon family, 
they could not, in ordinary justice, 
deny the more active members of that 
unhappy family the freedom of act- 
ing as they themselves judged most for 
the interest of their cause and adhe- 
rents. To their applications for per- 
mission to depart for France, they re- 
ceived from the British jministry the 
reply, that the princes of the house of 
Bourbon were tlie guests, not the pri- 
soners, of Britain ; and although the 
present state of public affairs preclu- 
ded her from expressly authorizing 
any step which they might think pro- 
per to take, yet they were free to quit 
her territories and return to them at 
their pleasure. Under a sanction 


general, the Duke d'Angouleme set 
sait for St Jean de Luz, to join the 
army of Lord Wellington ; the Duke 
de Berri for Jersey, .to correspond 
with the royalists of Britanny ; and 
Monsieur for Holland, from which he 
gained the frontiers of Switzerland, 
and entered France in the rear ol^ the 
Austrian armies. The movcmiifits of 
the two last produced no effects of 
consequence. The Duke de Berri 
paused in tlie Isle of Jersey, on recei- 
ving some unpleasant communications 
from France respecting th^ strength of 
the existing government. Monsieur 
entered France, and was received at 
Vesoul witii great enthusiasm. Many 
of»thc crowd who pressed around him 
exclaimed, “ We die centent, since we 
have witnessed the return of our anci- 
ent masters and others, who crowd- 
ed to kiss his hand, and even the skirts 
of his dress, cried still more patheti- 
cally, “ We offer you our iiearls ; the 
monster has left us nothing else to 
present to you.** Yet thesii indica- 
tions of zeal, whether the genuine effu- 
sions of loyalty, or the result of the 
tendency of the French people to turn 
every thing to dramatic effect, were 
attended with no beneficial results. Far 
from being respectatl and coiintenaa- 
ced, the brother of Louis XVI 1 1, re- 
ceived a very frigid reception from the 
Austrian commandants of the towns 
through which he passed, who could 
not but remember that their master 
was the father-in-law of the French 
emperor. Monsieur’s proposals to raise 
forces among the royalists of Franehe 
Compte and Alsace were treated with 
cold contempt, and much incredulity 
was expressed concerning the supposed 
interest which the inhabitants of those 
districts were likely to take in hia 
cause. Matters assumed an aspect yet 
more discouraging on the retreat of 
the allies from Troyes, the execution 
of the Chevalier Gouault, and the de- 
nunciation of death fulminated by Biio- 
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naparte against the royalists. The 
mission, tlierefore, of Monsieur <re- 
mained without practical effect. That 
of the Duke d^Angouleme was more 
happily directed. 

Before this prince arrived at Lord 
Wellington’s head-quarters, and in- 
deed so soon as the Anglo Spanish 
army^^^rossed the frontiers, some af- 
fectmi^nstances occurred to shew that 
the B'^urbons and their followers had 
still h(jld of the affections of the peo- 
ple in that part of their ancient king- 
dom. The Duke de Guichc, descend- 
ant of the celebrated Count de Gram- 
mont, was senior captain of the 10th 
regiment of hussars, and when this 
young nobleman, so long an exile from 
France, again entered his native coun- 
try as an officer of the British army, 
he established his quarters on his own 
paternal estate, and in that very cha- 
teau of Semeac, which has been cele- 
brated by hi8 lively relative, Count 
Anthony Hamilton. In this extra- 
ordinary and affecting situation, of a 
etranger at home, and an invader, not 
only of his own country, but of his 
own hereditary domains, the peasantry 
of his estates in that neighbourhood 
evinced, by every means in their power, 
their attachment to their old masters, 
and their detestation of the existing 
government of France, till the Duke 
de Guiche, afraid of the consequences 
which, in case of a retreat, their zeal 
might have brought upon thfm, was 
under the necessity of repressing its 
demonstrations, in kindness to those 
who made them. Similar symptoms 
of dislike to Buonaparte’s government 
exhibited themselves wherever the Bri- 
tish arms extended their influence ; and 
at length Lord Wellington received 
assurances that they existed in a shape 
organized and ready for action, by a 
direct communication from the royal- 
ists of Bourdeaux and the west. 

This communication followed the 
aiTival of the Duke of Augouleme at 


St Jean de Luz. Lord Wcllingtoxif 
while he paid that prince all the ho« 
nours and respect which his birth and 
misfortunes demanded, was (in conte» 
quence of the dependence of the treaty 
at ChatillonJ under the necessity of 
requesting him to suppress all titles or 
official character, since the existing 
circumstances only allowed him to be 
received as a simple volunteer to the 
British army.' The character of the 
Duke d’Angouleme became, how- 
‘‘ever, of greater consequence, when the 
loyal and indefatigable La Roche- 
jaquelein, who had dedicated to the 
service of the royal family his days, 
his nights, his fortune, and bis life, 
arrived with an account of the prepa* 
rations of the western royalists, and 
the determination of the town of Bour- 
deaux, and of Lynch, its loyal mayor. 
This active and animated royalist, af- 
ter communicating with the Duke d^- 
Angouleme at St Jean de Luz, visit- 
ed the head- quarters of the British 
general, and urged him to afford coun- 
tenance to the zeal of the loyalists of 
Bourdeaux, Guienne, and Languedoc, 
by directing his march, or that of a 
detachment of his army, accompanied 
by the Duke d’Aiigoulerne, upon the 
city of Bourdeaux, since, while the 
army of Soult retained its present po- 
sition between the English forces and 
that city, no movement of the royal- 
ists could be made with the slightest 
chance of success. Lord Wellington, 
whose experience in the wars of Spain 
had well taught him how frequently 
patriotic enthusiasm makes promises 
beyond its power to fulfil, object- 
ed the danger of compromising the 
British army, by a movement in ad- 
vance through so difficult a country, 
and at such a season of the year ; and 
urged the continued congress at Cha- 
tillon as a reason against the royalists 
committing themselves by a hasty de- 
claration. The zeal of La Roche- 
jaquelein was proof alike agaiost fear 
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and remonstrance ; and the frank and 
gallant eagerness of his solicitations, 
joined to the sense gnd iandligence 
with which he supported them, won 
from the British general the short but 
encouraging answer — ‘‘ Well, remain 
a feu days at head* quarters, and you 
shall see us force the Gaves — And 
thus we conclude a brief digression, 
necessary to explain the views and ex- 
pectations with which Lord Welling- 
ton undertook this remarkable cam- 
paign • 

The first poinl^of difficulty was the 
passage* of the Adour, the deep and 
rapid river upon which Bayonne i« si- 
tuated ; a movement to be undertaken 
in front of a fortified town, and an en. 
trenched camp occupied by atj array 
equal in numbers to that of the Bri- 
tish. If the passage was attempted 
above the town, the army must of ne- 
cessity traverse a great number of sub- 
ordinate rivers and torrents which fall 
into the Adour, and form each a se 
parate Gave, or ravine, which at this 
season were often swelled far beyond 
fordable depth. Again, if it was re- 
solved to pass the Adour beneath 
Bayonne, where, augmented by all these 
tributary streams, it is a very large 
river, any bridge which the British 
might construct would necessarily be 
liable to be destroyed by beams of 
wood floated down the rapid current 
from the town above ; while the troops 
who might first attempt the passage 
would be exposed to all the opposition 
of a numerous and active garrison, re- 
inforced to any extent from the army 
und<*r its walls ; and in either case, the 
flank of the army in this offensive 
movement mus» necessarily be exposed 
to danger from the strong body of 
French forces, which still maiutamed 
a line of great strength, extending 
from north to south between the foot 
of the Pyrenees and the Adour, and 
communicating at the north-ea^-tem 
angle with the fortified camp of Mar- 


shal Soult. Contrary winds prevented 
th« sailing of the vessels under Rear- 
Admiral Penrose, on which Lord Wel- 
lington relied for co-operation at the 
mouth of the Adour. ^Fhe British ge- 
neral resolved, therefore, to dispossess 
the enemy of the footing which they 
maintained on the left bank of the 
Adour, and either to force the^^rps 
which maintained ^that line tC'Vecross 
the river, or to drive them so far to 
the westward as to secure himself from 
their annoyance. Excessive rains pre- 
vented the commencement of offensive 
operations during the first weeks of 
February, but at Umgth an interval 
of fair weather permitted Lord Wel- 
lington to execute the skilful combi- 
nation of movements which he had 
planned. * 

By a movement made in 
concert with one executed jTed, 14 . 
by the gallant Mina, Gene- 
ral Hill forced the French from a po- 
sition near Hellette, insulated and 
blockaded the little town of St Jean 
Pied de Port, at the foot of* the Py- 
renees, and compelled General Harispe, 
who commanded on the left bank of 
the Adour, to retreat to a strong si- 
tuation in front of Orthes. Here he 
was joined by General Paris, who, 
with a large division, had bi’en march- 
ing in all haste to the interior to the 
support of Buonaparte, but was now 
yet more hastily recalled to the scene 
of action in the south. His aid avail- 
ed nothing ; for. by a series of ma- 
noeuvre#, as well conceived as dexte- 
rously executed, the French were at- 
tacked in their strong position in front 
and flank at once, and dispossessed of 
it without much loss to the assailants. 
A desperate attempt to recover their 
ground only augmeuted the loss of 
the French. They were driven on the 
following days over the Gave of Mau- 
leon, and at length were only enabled 
to halt, after a retreat in which they 
sustained much loss, at Sauveticnc, on 
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the further side of the Gave d’Ole- 
ron, where a very rapid and broad riiser 
appeared to promise them security. 
Mere they were followed by the Bri- 
tish, who, establishing themselves on 
the opposite bank of the Gave, inti- 
mated their intention of continuing 
their offensive operations. Matters 
were ii^w serious with the French, and 
Soult, perplexed b;y the unexpected 
activity of Wellington, which threat- 
ened soon to place him in possession of 
all the passes over the A dour above 
Bayonne, while the left wing of hia 
army still seemed to meditate to force 
a passage beneath that city, hastened 
in person to the westward to the sup- 
port of Harispe and Paris, with 8uc;h 
part of his troops as he could venture 
to withdraw from his fortified camp. 
He made this movement with greater 
confidence, as a heavy swell of the 
Adour had necessarily compelled Lord 
Wellington to suspend his intention of 
attempting a passage beneath Bay- 
onne. ^The English general, by a 
march corresponding to that of his 
enemy, leaving the command of his 
left wing to General Hope, went in 
person to superintend the attack on 
the enemy’s position on the Gave d’- 
Oleron The celerity and precision 
of the British movements forced the 
enemy from this post <\lso, the more 
easily as Souk had withdrawn the 
greater part of his forces, and now 
occupied a superb position in front of 
the town of Orthes, where he was join- 
ed by General Clauzel with a’' strong 
reinforcement, and appeared determi- 
ned to wait the issue of an action. His 
right occupied the village of St Bois 
and the heights near Orthes, upon the 
post-road from Dax, and was c6m- 
manded by General Reillc. His left, 
under the command of Clau/el, rested 
on the town of Orthes itself, and com- 
manded liie passage of the river, or 
Gave dc P^iu, v hile the centre, follow- 


ing the direction of the chain of heights 
which thftarmy occupied, swept back 
in a sorrtif concave circle, protect- 
ed by the strong position of both 
wings. 

The British general in- FeL 27. 
stantly gave orders for the 
attack. Marshal Beresford, with the 
Portugueze, and Sir J .owry Cole, with 
the fourth division, assaulted and carried 
the village of St Bois on the enemy’s 
right, while the left and centre at once 
Were attacked by General Picton, who 
advanced on the greatrroad froni Peyre- 
horade to Orthes. It was, however, 
found impossible to take advantage of 
the success upon the right by turning 
the enemy’s flank, his resistance being 
too obstinate, and the ground so con- 
fined as not to admit of the troops de- 
ploying from the village which they 
had carried, to attack the heights. This 
was one of the critical moments in 
which the talents of a general are most 
severely tiled, when it becomes neces- 
sary, in the very heat of conflict, to al- 
ter all previous arrangements, and to 
issue with coolness and precision the 
orders which sliall, in that moment of 
doubt and anxiety, reverse those which 
had been planned in the cool premedi- 
tation preceding the battle. The pre- 
sence of mind of Wellington instantly 
substituted an attack upon the left for 
that on the right, to which he had at 
first trusted for victory. He united the 
troops of his reserve with those upon 
his right, and by a sudden and despe- 
rate assault, gained the heights upon the 
French left, turned their position, and 
compelled them to give way. At the 
moment of liis success the enemy were 
appalled by a new apparition. Gene- 
ral Hill, during the time of the action, 
had forced the passage of the river, or 
Gave, above the town of Orthes, and 
seeing the state of tlic action, he march- 
ed a strong body of infantry and ca- » 
valry upon the road from Orthe* to St* 
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Sever, thus threatening at once the 
left and the rear of the retiring ene- 
my, The French for .some time re- 
treated with great regularity, availing 
themselves of that alertness in rallying 
and taking new formations for which 
they are remarkable, and occupying 
with bravery and address every new 
position which afforded means of check- 
ing the pursuit of the British. But, 
forced from position after positidn bjr 
the rapid and ardent pursuit of the 
victors, experiencing new losses at 
every halt, and having their retreat 
menaced ty the rapid approach of Ge- 
neral Hill’s division, all the skill of 
the French generals, the bravery of 
their officers, and the promptitude of 
their soldiery, were at length unequal 
to preserve even the appearance of re- 
gularity. Their retreat became a dis- 
orderly and headlong flighty in which 
they suffered much from the close pur- 
suit of the British. Whole battalions 
of conscripts threw down their arms, 
and dispersed through the country $ 
and some corps left their muskets re- 
gularly piled upon the ground which 
the British were to occupy, as if to 
intimate their settled and determined 
resolution to relinquish the contest, 
and return to the peaceable occupa- 
tions from which they had been drag- 
ged by their government. Marshal 
Soult had the utmost difficulty in keep- 
ing together even the semblance of an 
army : he. lost several pieces of artil- 
lery, the desertion was enormous, and 
the whole country was covered with 
his dead. He retreated at first upon 
St Sever and Aires, which villages lie 
on the road to Bourdeailx, but af- 
terwards took the direction towards 
A gen, leaving the direct road open to 
the capital of Gascony. 

An incident occurred in the battle of 
Orthes, for the possible consequences 
^f which no victory, however splen- 

VOL. VJtl. PART I. 


did, conld have compensated. The 
circismstance was not mentioned in the 
gazette, but it appeared iu the public 
rinls ; and those who remembered 
ow often Britain had Most htr best 
generals in the moment of victory, 
trembled while they read that, in the 
course of the engagement, the Duke 
of Wellington had been struck bf a 
grape-shot. H& concealed the Injury 
at the time, as his modesty would 
have hid it for ever ; but it was so 
•severe that he could not dismount 
without assistance. The hilt of his 
swordi which was bent bf the ball, 
was. providentially interposed between 
his person and the bullet. 

A sudden swell of the river Adour 
prevented Lord Wellington from in- 
stantly following up the victory of 
Orthes, by crossing, wi:h the main 
body of his army, that river, now the 
last of the Gaves which interrupted 
his progress. But General Hill, with 
the light troops, pushed forward on 
the road to Aires, where the enemy 
had assembled a considerable fdree to 
protect a magazine of consequence. 
They were strongly posted on a ridge 
of hills, which covered the 
road to the town. But it Mar, 2. 
was decreed, during this 
campaign, that no position, however 
strong, was to avail the French forces. 
Their defence, however, was gallant. 
The first charge made by the Portu- 
gufze brigade was only so far success- 
ful, that the charging columns gained 
the heights against which they had 
advanced, when, instead of improving 
their advantage, the assailants fell into 
disorder. The French, returning to the 
charge, threw them into confusion, 
and would have completed their de- 
feat, but for the second division, un- 
der General Sir W. Stewart ; the first 
brigade of which, advancing against 
the French with great gallantry and 
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impetuosity, soon compelled them to 
fall back, threw their column^ into 
inextricable disorder, and beat them 
off the field with great loss. The 
greater part of their force effected a 
disorderly retreat upon the right bank 
of the Adour ; but a part being cut 
off from the rest, retired in great 
dhorder towards Pan, the soldiers 
disHknding themselves, and throwing 
away their arms 1n their flight. The 
magazines fell into the hands of the 
British, and General HilPs success 
completely cleared the roads toward 
Bourdeau.c of the presence of the 
enemy. 

While the right wing and centre of 
the British army were engaged in this 
brilliant career of success. General 
Hope, in conjunction with Rear-Ad- 
miral Penros/e, achieved the passage of 
that river beneath Bayonne with the 
left wing under his command. The 
French had deemed this cnterprize im- 
practicable ; for there was a bar at the 
mouth of the river, on which ran so 
violen* a surf as they supposed would 
effectually prevent the passage of the 
vessels intended to form the bridge. 
They had also for defence of the river 
several gun-boats well manned, and a 
large frigate, to whose fire the British 
must necessarily be exposed. Not- 
withstanding these obstacles, with no 
other means than pontoons and rafts, 
General Hope pushed a- 
Feb. 23. cross to the right bank 
an advanced guard of six 
hundred men, under the cojnmand of 
Major-General Stopford, A power- 
ful detachment of the garrison of Bay- 
onne rushed upon this forlorn hope, 
but met so severe a reception from the 
fire of General Stopford’s corps, 
well as that of a rocket-brigade des- 
tined to cover the passage, diat their 
tirdour was speedily checked. The 
novelty of these fiery missiles, one of 
which struck through three French 


soldiers at once, inspired terror into 
the enemy, who was instant- jn ? oa 
ly repulsed. In the mean- 
while, Rear-Admiral Penrose, in de- 
spite of the obstacles presented by 
the surf and the bar, laboured to get 
the vessels destined to construct the 
bridge within the current of the river. 
Four boats were lost in accomplishing 
this difficult manoeuvre, but at length 
the activity of the British seamen sur- 
mounted every obstacle ; the vessels 
were brought over the bar in succes- 
sion, moored in their respective posi- 
tions, and by these means a bridge was 
established •y and while the French gun- 
boats were destroyed and their frigate 
driven higher up the Adour by the 
fire of a battery of 1 8-pounders, the 
whole corps of General Hope passed 
to the right bank of the Adour before 
the eyes of the astonished garrison, 
and immediately took mea- 
sures for investing Bay- Feb, 25i 
onne. 

The battle of Orthes, with the brih 
liant and masterly manoeuvres which 
preceded and followed it, served to 
establish the superiority of the British 
forces in points wherein they had been 
deemed most deficient. Since the vic- 
tories in Spain, it was no longer un- 
common to hear a French officer al- 
low, that in the utter tug of battle the 
English soldier, from physical strength 
and high energy of character, had a 
degree of superiority over his own ^im- 
petuous but less persevering country- 
men. But he uniformly qualified such 
a stretch of candour by claiming for 
the French, superior skill in contriving, 
and promptitude in executing, those 
previous movements on which the fate 
of battles often depends. Yet since 
the commencement of the campaign 
on the Adour, the French army, 
though under command of the cele- 
brated Soult, [le vieux renard^ as he 
was familiarly called by the soldiers,) 
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waa checked^ turned, out-roarched, and 
out- flanked upon every occasion, dri- 
ven from position to position in a coun- 
try that affords so many of peculiar 
strength, without having it in their 
power to injure their victors hy a pro- 
tracted defence; and repeatedly de- 
feated, not by main force or superi- 
ority of numbers, but by a combina- 
‘ tion of movements, at once so boldly 
conceived and so admirably executed, 
as left throughout the whole contest 
the palm of science, as well as of en- 
during energy and physical hardihood, 
with the British solBier. These vic- 
tories, besides adding another laurel 
to the thick-woven chaplet of the 
English general, had the most deci- 
sive effect on the future events of the 
war, as well as upon the public mind 
in the south of France. Souk re- 
treated with his disorganized army 
Upon Tarbes, in order to^secure a junc- 
tion with such detachments of Su^ 
chet’s army as were now re-crossing 
the Pyrenees, By his retreat east- 
ward, and by the investment of Bay- 
onne, the whole south-west of France 
Ivas laid open to the victor, who de- 
tached General Fane to take posses- 
sion of Pau, and Field- Marshal Beres- 
ford to occupy Bourdeaux. The pro- 
gress of the last-named general was in 
the highest degree interesting. 

Field-Marshal Beresford advanced 
by the route of Mont de Marsan, at 
the head of about 15,000 men. The 
Marquis de la Roche-jaquelein had 
• been previously dispatched to Bour- 
deaux by the Duke d’Angouleme, to 
make arrangements with the mayor for 
throwing off the domination of Buo- 
naparte. Cornudet, the special com- 
missioner of Napoleon, and L’Huillicr, 
commandant of the garrison, saw them- 
selves unable to make a stand betwixt 
a discontented population and the su- 
perior force which advanced upon 
them. The former fled, after destroy- 


ing a quantity of ammunitiDR, and at- 
tempting to burn two frigates which^ 
were tipon the stocks. General L^- 
Huillier assembled his forces and eva» 
cuated the city, contenting himself 
with manning the forts on the river 
Garonne. Marshal Beresford, there- 
fore, advaiured without opposition, and 
the Duke d’Angouleme accompanied 
his march. The^ proverbial viva^ty 
of the Gascons now^displayed itself- 
Although reminded by Marshal Btf- 
i;psford that the allies were still in ac-< 
tive negociation with Napoleon, and 
exhorted to forbear any jtrematuro 
declarations against him, the long- 
smothered indignation of an oppress- 
ed country blazed irresistibly forth* 
The •little towns of Roquefort and 
Bazan hoisted the whit% flag, with- 
out waiting for the declaration of 
Bourdeaux. Yet the Duke d^An- 
gouleme, with the diffidence natural 
to long adversitji^ could not disguise 
from La Roche-jaquelein that Lord 
Wellington had on parting from him 
expressed his doubts whether Bour- 
deaux would even yet declare for the 
king. That enthusiastic royalist re- 
quested only permission to enter thei 
town thirty-six hours before the Eng- 
lish, and promised to be responsible 
with his head for the. success of his 
enterprize. During this short space 
he put all his springs in motion, and 
united his friends and associates in pre- 
parations to receive the Duke d’An- 
gouleme and the auxiliary army of 
England. ^ 

On the* d^y when they 
approached Bourdeaux, roy- Afar. 12. 
alists of all ages and classes, 
and of both sexes, streamed forth to 
welcome the descendant of their an- 
cient roonarchs ; and when the army 
approached the walls, the mayor and 
officers oi the municipality, attended 
hy the principal inhabitants, and par- 
ticularly those who belonged to the 
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royal confederation, came forth to meet 
die British general, followed, as it 
seemed to our officers, by the whole 
population of the city and neighbour- 
ing country^ It is certain that the 
procession amounted to at least 10,000 
persons of all ranks. The mayor wore 
the scarf and emblems of magistracy 
Wkhich were in use under Buonaparte^s 
government ; but wjien the venerable 
magistrate approached Marshal Beres- 
ford, he informed him, in a short and 
energetic speech, that if he came as a 
Conqueror, he needed not his interpo- 
sition to possess himself of the keys of 
£ourdeaux, but if as an ally of their 
august and lawful sovereign Louis 
XVII I. he was ready to tender them, 
with every token of love, zeali and 
affection. Fisld-Marshal Beresford re- 
iterated his promises of protection and 
favour, and added, that he believed 
he was about to enter a city faithful 
to its lawful sovereigi* At this reply 
the mayor uttered the long-forgotten 
signal-cry of Vive le Roi ! and it was 
e^o^d a thousand times by the thou- 
sands who attended him* Monsieur 
Lynch then threw aside with disdain 
jthe insignia of Buonaparte’s magis- 
tracy, and placed in his hat the white 
cockade, emblematic of the adherents 
of the Bourbons. By a signal previ- 
ously agreed upon the tidings were 
instantly conveyed to, Bourdeaux, and 
the white flag was once more display- 
ed to the wind from the summit of 
the steeple of St Michaels. The en- 
thusiasm with which the signals of 
loyalty were adopted, aijd the shouts 
of Vive le Roi repeated on all hands, 
mingled with blessings upon the heads 
of the English and their leaders, form, 
ed a scene which those who witnessed 
it will not speedily forget. It was a 
renewal of early affections and attach- 
ments, which seemed long dead and for* 
gotten,— a general burst of feelings 
the more generous and affecting, be* 


cause they were not only as disinterest* 
ed as spontaneous, but might eventu- 
ally be deeply fraught with danger to 
those who expressed them, with a ge- 
nerous enthusiasm that placed them 
far above the apprehension of personal 
consequences. The same lively ac- 
clamations hailed the entrance of the 
Duke d’Angouleme into this fine city. 
The inhabitants crowded around him, 
andiimpeded his passage by their ea- 

f erness to look upon him, to touch 
im, to kiss even the skirts of his 
clothes, and the horse on which he 
rode. “ In him ht least,” *^exclaimcd 
a citizen of low rank, “ we recognise 
a prince of our own blood.” At the 
cathedral the duke was received by 
the excellent and venerable Archbi- 
shop of Bourdeaux, at the head of the 
clergy of his diocese, who, in a few 
emphatic words, recognised the son- 
in-law of his lawful sovereign. 2e 
Deum was sung in full pomp, and the 
grateful anthem was swelled by the 
voice of the numerous crowd which 
filled the church. The united ban- 
ners of France, England, Spain, and 
Portugal, waved from the walls of the 
town, and announced to the whole 
south of France that these nations 
were united in the same holy cause 
against tyranny and usurpation. 

Brilliant as these tidings were, and 
acceptable as it was to learn that so 
strong a sensation had arisen in fa- 
vour of the legitimate sovereign of 
France, they were not read in Eng- 
land without a fearful chill of the 
heart, arising from the melancholy an- 
ticipation of the consequences which 
must aris& to Bourdeaux should this 
declaration of her loyalty unhappily 
prove to have been made premature- 
ly. The treaty at Chatillon was an- 
nounced as almost concluded, and ves- 
sels were stated to have been already 
dispatched to the Gironde to snatch 
from his vengeance the most distin- 
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guished of the loyalists of Bourdeaux. 
Those, therefore, whose most ardent 
wishes attended the British, almost 
regretted the success at Orthes, in ap- 
prehension for those who, encouraged 


by that victory and its consequences, 
had iftd defiance to the despot, ere yet 
his power of injuring them seemed at 
an end. 
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fieaaoyis Jbr supposing Peace would have been made. — Bmnaparte nevertheless 
rejects the Preliminaries of the Allies. — The Proposals for an Armistice are 
broken (if. — Blucher*s Advance again reaches Meaux — But retreats when 
Buonaparte moves against it. — Blucher retreats on Soissons, and finds it 
taken by B^dow and IVinzcnge^ode. — Buonaparte attempts to storm it^ hut 
is repulsed.^ — Battle ofLaon. — Buonaparte retreats. — Second Battle of Bar- 
Sur-Auheffought between the Grand Allied Army and the Divisions of Victor 
and Oudinot. — The French retreat and evacuate Troyes^ which is again occu- 
pied by the Allies. — Buonaparte^ s Project for Pacification is rejected^ and 
the Conferences at Chatillon are broken (yf. — Buonaparte endeavours to ren- 
der the War national^ and to draw together the Garrisons on the Rhine.-^ 
He attacks and recovers Rheims. — The Grand Allied Army again threaten 
to cross the Seine — Buonaparte marches against tliemy but is checked and in 
great personal Danger at Arcis-sur-Aubc. — He retreats to Vilry — The 
Prussians refuse to yield up the Place. — He continues his retreat to Saint 
Dizier, and determines to throw himself into the Rear of the Allies. — His 
probable Reasons for this Movement. Auger eau is defeated by the Austrians^ 
and Lyons surrenders. 


The discouraging apprehensions, en- 
tertained by many politicians at the pro- 
spect of a peace which should leave Na- 
poleon on the throne of France, were 
deepened in proportion to the apparent 
probability of that evejit. All the 
belligerent powers seemed to have 
reasons which might have inclined 
them to close such a treaty. The 
successes of Buonaparte, though ephe- 
meral, were of a nature to dazzle the 
united sovereigns, and to incline them 
to hesitate ere driving him to exti-e- 
mities. On the other hand, when Na- 
oleon looked around him, and be- 
eld fresh armies inundating the north- 
east of France, after crossing the arm- 


ed frontier of Flanders, Eugene de- 
feated in Italy, and Augereau at Ly- 
ons, the progress of Wellingtoti in 
the south, and the increasing num- 
bers and audacity of the royalists, — 
when he saw this diminution of his 
dominions on every side, and his pow- 
er of obtaining reinforcements and re- 
sources proportionally limited, it was 
scarce to be supposed that he should 
fail to attempt to avail himself of 
the opportunity of securing peace, 
through the partial favour with which 
Austria yet regarded him. But the 
reverses which, in the months of Janu- 
ary and February, obscured the arms 
of the allies, resembled the cloud. 
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which in the eastern tale is represent- 
ed to have passed over the moon, to 
afford an impenitent caliph a last and 
limited space for repentance. Buo- 
naparte, like Vathek, disdained to avail 
himself of the time and opportunity 
which the delay afforded him. 

We have not yet a precise account of 
the transactions during the meeting of 
the plenipotentiaries at Chatillon* But 
the basis of the allies, to which Buo- 
naparte had assented, assigned to him 
not only the ancient territories of 
France, 'but thosft of the Austrian 
Netherlands, and must therefore have 
left him more powerful than a King 
of France at any former period of their 
history. Still the retrenchment of his 
power was excessive, when compared 
to its extent but twelve months before, 
and he could not brook to submit to 
the limitations, Without again trying 
the chance of war. It seems, there- 
fore, to have been Buonaparte’s ob- 
ject, to protract the discussion of the 
terms of peace, until the final issue 
of military operations should become 
more evident. Were that issue in his 
favour, he might break the treaty 
when he pleased ; or, did it turn 
against him, he concluded that he 
might at worst obtain, by the influ- 
ence of Austria, the same terms now 
^offered. His proposal upon the first 
advance of the allies had been the 
conclusion of an armistice, probably 
with the* view of gaining time to with- 
draw his armies from Spain, and to 
drain that of Soult of its veterans ; 
thus abandoning foreign conquests, 
and even the protection of,the frontiers, 
from the necessity of assembling a 
strong force for the defence of his ca- 
pital. The ministers of the confede- 
rated sovereigns did not reject this 
proposal, but added, as a condition, 
that Buonaparte should surrender into 
their hands the invested fortresses of 
Wesel, Antwerp, Mentz, Styasburgh, 


and Besan^on, as pledges of a since- 
rity which former events had induced 
them strongly to suspect. The French 
ruler evaded this request, and the bu- 
siness of the congress was protracted 
by a variety of notes on each side, as 
if all parties had agreed that it should 
depend upon flic events of the \«ar. 
After the successful attacks of Buo- 
naparte on the Silesian army, and his 
victory over the grand ai my at Mon- 
tereau, the advantage, in the eyes of 
the negociators, seemed so much upon 
his side, that the allies in^ their turn 
proposed a suspension of hostilities^ 
and dispatched to Napoleon a distinct 
sketch of a preliminary treaty, founded 
uptn the conditions to which his pleni- 
potentiary CauUincouiX had a little be- 
fore given his approbation. It was 
first of all debated in the cabinet coun- 
cil at the Tuilleries ; and, notwith- 
standing the opposition of Maret^ 
(called Duke of Bassano,) and other 
ministers, who rather perhaps studied 
what advice would flatter thqjr mas- 
ter’s pride, than what was likely to 
prove most essential for his inte- 
rest, the terms were approved of by 
a considerable majority. They were 
laid before him with the opinion of 
the ministers, by Mgns. de Kumigny, 
his private secretary. Buonaparte was 
now, however„elated by success. He 
forgot how often he had been placed 
between two hostile armies, each su- 
perior to his own, which, like the 
shears of destiny, seemed about to 
close upon and annihilate him. More 
of a general th^n a statesman, egotis- 
tic by character, and therefore rather 
prone to judge from what fell under 
his own imm«?diate observation, than 
from the report of others^ he consider- 
ed less the immense means of the aUies, 
or the disasters which were thickening 
along the various frontiers, than the 
fields in which he had himself enga- 
ged, where he had been generally sue- 
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cessful, though not decidedly victori- 
ous, and from which his eucmiesf had 
usually retreated, if they had not fled. 
He had boasted himself to the legisla- 
tive assembly, as the sole essence of 
the monarchy, and exclusive represen. 
tative of the French nation. He was, 
in ^ the language of ^le of her old 
kings, the fortune of France, and 
while he was victorioas in person, she 
could not in his conception be deeply 
injured by reverses sustained where he 
was absent. With the confidence in- 
spired by these considerations, and 
clinging tb the hope that he might 
yet achieve a separate treaty, which 
should detach Austria from the con- 
federacy, he tore asunder the paper 
containing the proposals of the allies 
for peace, with the threMening excla- 
mation, “ I am nearer to Vienna than 
they are to Paris.’’-— This was done 
while he was yet flushed with the vic- 
tory of Montereau. His vic- 
Feb. 25. torious entry into the town 
of Troyes, where our nar- 
rative left him on p. 203, did not 
tend to diminish his confidence. But, 
notwithstanding this impetuosity, and 
notwithstanding that the conferences 
set on foot at Lusigny, for the pur- 
pose of arranging an armistice, as re- 
quested by the allies, broke off with- 
out their being able to agree upon the 
line of demarcation, Buonaparte saw 
the prudence of still continuing the 
ncgociations at Chatillon, and directed 
his minister, after much tergiversation, 
to name the 1 0th of March ae the term 
within which he would produce the 
ultimatum of the Lmperor Napoleon 
on the subject of peace or war. At 
the same time, it was observed, that 
there was a frequent exchange of cou- 
riers J!nd envoys betwixt the French 
army and that of Austria. Piiiice 
Wenceslaus of Lichtenstein repeated- 
ly visited the head- quarters of Buona- 
parte, and the French generals belie- 


ved they would speedily bear either of ^ 
general peace, or of a separate treaty, 
v/hicii should withdraw Austria from 
the list of their enemies. These hope;^ 
were encouraged by the conduct of 
Buonaparte, who, at a period when 
time w'as of so much consequence, re? 
mained for three days stationary at 
Troyes, without making any move? 
ment either in pursuit of the grand 
army, or towards Blucher, who had 
retreated after the affair at Mery, and 
now had his head-quarters at Sezanne. 
At length, the opwations of this de- 
termined and active general having 
placed his army in full communication 
with Winzengerode and Bulow, whose 
corps had effected a junction at Laon, 
and were in full march upon Soissons, 
compelled Napoleon’s speedy and seri- 
ous attention. 

The whole course of the Marne, 
from Vitry to Meaux, was in posses- 
sion of the Prussian general, by his 
new^ plan of operations. General Sack- 
en, who commanded on his left, had 
already possessed himself of the sub- 
urbs of Meaux , and hussars and Cos- 
sacks had pushed their advanced par-* 
tics as far as Lagny, a village about fif- 
teen miles from Paris. The metropolis 
of France was thus a third time seri- 
ously menaced, and Napoleon was still 
at Troyes, thirty-five miles further dis- 
tant from it than the point on which 
his enemies had shewn themselves, in 
force. Compelled at once to march to 
the defence of his capital, and to press 
the retreat of Prince Schwartzenberg, 
Buonaparte was under the necessity 
of dividing liis forces. Marshals Vic- 
tor and Oudinot, at the head of only 
30,000 men, were charged with the 
delicate operation of watching the 
motions, and, if possible, precipitating 
the retreat of the grand army. For 
this purpose they were reinforced with 
several battalions and squadrons from 
the army of Spain. They had orders 
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to move upon Bar-sur-Aiibe, and to 
possess themselves, if practicable, of 
the heights in its neighbourhood. To 
disguise their inferiority, and to con- 
ceal the absence of Napoleon, their 
soldiers were instructed to shout along 
the line, Vive V Empereur ! that the 
grand army of the allies might still be 
affected with the belief and terrors of 
his presence, while h^ him- 
FeJi* 27 . self moved against his un- 
wearied and undaunted op- 
ponent, the veteran Bliicher. 

With# the same* celerity which dis- 
tinguished the lateral movement that 
preceded his victory at Montmirail, 
Buonaparte, in the forced 
March 1. marches of two days, 
reached Ferte Gauchere, 
and thus threw himself suddenly on 
the flank of the Silesian army, in ex- 
pectation, doubtless, of surprising and 
cutting off some of their divisions. 
But Sacken and York, whose divisions 
had approached to Meaux, along the 
left bank of the Marne, and who would 
therefore have first come in contact 
with Buonaparte, were grown too wise 
by their former disaster, to permit a 
repetition of the same manoeuvre to be 
equally successful, and that too at no 
great distance from the self-same spot. 
They crossed to the other side of the 
Marne, and hastily retreated to the 
northward, through a country so 
swampy that, but for a sudden and se- 
vere fro^, the march would have beep 
impracticable. Through a dreadful 
night of snow and hail, they were fol- 
lowed and harassed by the French ca- 
valry, and alternately suffered and in- 
flicted all the evils connected with such 
a warfare. General Blucher, appri- 
zed of Buonaparte's march, had now 
resolved to concentrate his army by a 
retreat upon Soissons, where he pro- 
posed to complete his junction with 
WinzengerodeandBulow. His move- 
ments were, for the two following days, 
pressed and harassed by the forces of 


Marmont and Morticr, while those 
und?r the immediate command of Na- 
poleon, urging forward on a shorter 
}ine, possessed themselves of the town 
of Fismes, about halfway between 
Rheims and Soissons, and thus com- 
pletely turned the flank of the Silesian 
army. Much now depended upon the 
possession of Soissons, and its bridge 
over the Marne,* which was full in the 
line of Blucher's retreat. If Blucher 
^ should be excluded from this town, and 
the passage of the river which it com- 
manded, it was obvious tl\^t he must 
be compelled to hazard a battle on the 
most disadvantageous terms, with the 
army of Napoleon on his left flank, Mar- 
moiit and Mor^ier's corps in his front, 
and in his rear a hosti^ garrison, be- 
sides a deep river. Soissons had al- 
ready twice changed masters, having 
been in possersion of the French ever 
since it was evacuated by 
Winzengcrode, It had a Feb, H'. 
chosen garrison of fourteen 
hundred Poles, and Buonaparte reck- 
oned assuredly upon its holding out. 
But the commandant was not aware 
of the position of the armies, or of the 
consequence attached to his maintain- 
ing the place. The united divisions 
of Bulow and Wiiize^igcrode, amount- 
ing to 30,000 men, had 
appeared und^r hs walls, March 2. 
and made preparations for 
an assault, offering honourable terms, 
with the permission to retreat unmo- 
lested, in case of an instant surrender, 
and menacing the last extremity of 
war, if they were compelled to resort 
to storm. In these circumstances the 
French commandant accepted the capi- 
tulation ; and thus Blucher found him^ 
self in possession of Soissons, united with 
the corps of Bulow and Winzengcrode, 
and possessed of the full power of con- 
tinuing his retreat, or making a stand, 
as should best suit him, just at the 
moment when his adversary was in full 
march to turn his flanki in confld^ce 
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that he should find him stopped in his 
retreat by the resistance of Soissons. 
Napoleon^s disappointment, when he 
learned the town had opened its gates, 
broke furiously forth in his bulletin. 

The enemy,’’ he said, “ gave himself 
up fnrlost, when the inconceivablebase- 
neCs of the French general who com- 
manded at Soissons, put him in pos- 
session of that pasc, although he might 
have heard the cannonade of the armies 
during the 2d and 3d, and have thence 
judged that the emperor was approach- 
ing the town.” 

Both armies now prepared for bat- 
tle upon terms of equality. That of 
Silesia was drawn up upon a long 
ridge of heights to the left and to^the 
rear of Soisson^i, on the right bank of 
the Aisric. The town of Soissons 
was defended by 10,()(X) Russians, un- 
der Langcron. Buona- 
March 5. parte commenced his at- 
tack upon the town at 
day-break, with the strong columns of 
Mortiey and Marmont, with expecta- 
tion of carrying the place, forcing the 
passage over the Aisne, and thus ope- 
rating upon the right flank of the Sile- 
sian army. The French advanced with 
incredible fury, were repulsed in two 
assaults with great rdaughtcr, but re- 
tiiiucd possession of a part of the sub- 
urbs. i’he Russians defended them- 
selves with that stubborn courage 
which characterizes their nation. The 
nssailaiits at length sheltered them- 
iieUes in the houses of the suburbs, 
and, pulling dow n the roofs, fired 
ironi the walls and windows upon the 
rampartvS of Soissons, from which the 
defenders returned their fire. Night 
^nded the conflict, which was equally 
bloody and obstinate. 

Baffled in his attempt to force a 
passage at Soissons, Buonaparte de- 
clined to renew the attack on that part 
of Blucher’s position, and led his army 
across the Aisne at Bery le Bac, 
where his cavalry, under Naiisouty, 


made their way by main force. Per- 
severing in his favourite manoeuvre of 
a flank movement, Buonaparte now 
indicated his purpose of attacking the 
position of Craonne, which covered 
the left wing of Blucher’s army. The 
veteran Prussian resolved on this oc- 
casion to show Napoleon that this ma- 
noeuvre had its dangers. He detach- 
ed a body of 10, (XX) cavalry, with in- 
structions, by a circuitous march, to 
throw themselves on the French line 
of communication, and charge their 
columns in flank ahd rear, so soon as 
they advanced to the attack of Cra- 
oniic. The rest of Bluchers army was 
so disposed between the village of Cra- 
onne and the town of Laon, that no 
loss sustained by the troops which oc- 
cupied the former, might prevent the 
army from retreating on the fine po- 
sition afforded by the latter. At the 
same time relinquishing to the enemy 
the posts which he held in front of 
Craonne, Bhicher fortified himself still 
more strongly on those w’hich extend 
behind that village. One ravine ex- 
tended on the right of the position, 
another on the left, a third stretched 
along his front, and covered the com- 
munication withtheheightvsof Craonne^ 
Strogonolf commanded the Russians 
in absence of Winzengerodc, who was 
detached to superintend the cavalry 
malice uvre which Blucher 
meditated. The French March 7. 
commenced tlw attack at 
eleven in the morning, with their usual 
impetuosity. Field-Marshal Blucher 
instantly mounted his horse, and gal- 
loped to th*? spot where he expected 
to find his numerous squadrons of ca- 
valry ; but the manauvre, owing to 
unforeseen obstacles, had totally fail- 
ed. The columns of cavalry had not 
been able, from local difficulties and 
unexpected impediments, to accom- 
plish tlieir march, and the Field-Mar- 
shal saw himself compelled to renounce 
his intended offensive operations, — 
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Meantime the attack upon the position 
at Craonne continued with the great- 
est fury. Ney assailed the ravine up- 
on the right flank, and Victor in front. 
The abbey of Vaiiclair, the key of the 
position, was obstinately defended, and 
at length set on lire in the contest. 
Victor, supported by Drouct, ultimate- 
ly forced the delile, and the action be- 
came general along the heights, ^oung 
StrogonufF, the son of the Russian 
general, fell by the side of bis father,^ 
Woronzow, and other distinguished 
olfleerst were woflnded, but the cou- 
rage of tiu' soldiers remained unabated. 
On the side of the French, three ge- 
nerals, Victor, Grouchy, and La Fer- 
riere, were also wounded. At length 
tlie Russians were turned on every 
side — foul teen of their guns dismount- 
ed — Nansouty arrived with the reserve 
of Buoiiapartc^s cavalry — their own 
had been removed by the unsuccess- 
ful mantruvre in the morning : it be- 
came, ill short, indispensably necessary 
to retreat. The movement was made 
upon Laon, where Blucher had previ- 
ously resolved to concentrate his for- 
ces, and it was done with such cou- 
rage, steadiness, and skill, that neither 
a gun nor waggon was lost, and not 
more than 50 prisoners were left in 
the enemy’s possession. It was in vain 
that Buonaparte redoubledhis activity, 
and attempted every mode of discon- 
certing the retreat. Even a genera! 
charge of cavalry, so frequently deci- 
sive of the day when victory requires 
to be completed, totally failed upon 
this occasion. The Russians concen- 
trated themselves with the rest of the 
Silesian army upon the position of 
Laon, yet more formidable than that 
from which they had been forced, and 
the French retained, as their only tro- 
phy or advantage, unmolested poshes- 
sion of the field of battle. It was in 
vain, therefore, that Buonaparte in his 
bulletins announced the battle of Cra- 
onne as a decisive victory. The loss, 


which amounted to about 2,000 men, 
wa? equal on both sides ; but Napo- 
leon could least sustain it, and he was 
now no longer in a situation to pay a 
bloody price for barren laurels. It is 
said he himself was sensible of this, 
and exclaimed after the action, — I 
see well this war is a bottomless abyss 
— but 1 will be the last whom it shall 
devour.” * » 

In the course of the same 
day, and to complete their March 5. 
measures of concentration, 
the Russians evacuated Spissons, and 
united themselves with the rest of the 
army of Blucher, in the superb posi- 
tion of Laon. That ancient town it 
siSniated upon a sort of table-land, or 
sudden elevation, wliich slopes very 
abruptly on a large plain. I’he ridge 
is occupied by the buildings of the 
town, by an old castle, the palace of 
the ancient kings of France, and by 
several windmills. Tlie face of the 
declivity is every where steep, shel- 
ving, and almost precipitous is ge- 
nerally covered wdth vineyards. The 
plain beneath is about a league in 
breadth. The division of Bulow, which 
foimed the centre of the Silesian army, 
occupied the town and ridge of the 
hill on wdiich it situated. The 
rCvSt of the army was posted on the 
plain beneath, the left wing, compo- 
sed of Prussian troops, extending as 
far as the village of Athies, and the 
right, formed ot Russians, resting up- 
on the hills between Thiers and La- 
nenville. Thus the wings disposed up- 
on the right and left of Laon, and 
fronting to Soissons, could be succour- 
ed when need was from the centre, 
w'hich occupied Laon and its height, 
as a sort of citadel betweep them. 
The numerous and powerful cavalry 
of the army wore kept in reserve in 
the rear. It was in this position,*— one 
of the best that could be chosen, since 
it could scarcely be turned on any 
side without affording groat advan- 
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tage to the defendantiJ, — that Buona- 
parte resolved to attack the arm^ of 
Silesia, which, in the language of Sir 
Hudson Low'c. had been his particular 
object of dibqiretudc duiingthe space 
of forty-two days, in the course of 
which they had been constantly ei- 
thef marching or fighting, scarce two 
days having elapsed without a serious 
engagement citherjn frhnt or rear. To 
all the activity and talent of Buona- 
parte, Bhicher opposed equal valour, 
equal obstinacy, and a degree of zeal, 
and even inveteracy, in prosecution 
of hostilities, which rendered any ad- 
vantages gained over him both dear- 
bought and fruitless. He was intimi- 
dated by no reverses, disconceiled J)y 
Tivi dashing manauivres. If comjxdled 
lo retreat in the evening, the morning 
found Blucher ready to become the 
assailant. Ho pretended to no fine 
system of tactics, and regulated him- 
self by none of the pedantry of the 
Aulic Council. He made war like one 
of our old linglisb admirals, whose 
only principle of science it was, to find 
the enemy and hght lum. The move- 
ments of his army were generally di- 
rec'ted by his quarter master-general, 
Gneisenau, a man of great military 
genius and extensive scientific endow-, 
uients, under whose direction the army 
of Silesia executed som^ masterly ma- 
iiamvres ; but it was to llie veteran 
Blucher himself, whose defeats were 
often more fatal to Buonaparte than 
the victories gained over him by more 
timid opponents, tliat the Prust>ian sol- 
diery looked for their example iu en- 
duiing hardships, loss, and privations, 
and devoting life itself, cheerfully and 
unhesitatingly, to the continuance of 
the holy waifare against France. He 
seemed to take the field with a sensa- 
tion of personal hatred against the ru- 
jer of tlie French, and with the deter- 
piiiiation to maintain the contest, till 
pne or both should be utterly destroy- 
The peevish expressions of Buo- 


naparte, in his bulletins, are Blucher’s 
best eulogium ; and, it is said, the foL 
lowing exclamation once burst from 
him in the vulgar impatience of his en- 
mity : — “ That drunken old Hussar ! 
— I would rather fight ten regular 
generals ; for the day after I have to- 
tally defeated him, I am sure to find 
him as ready as ever to renew the 
conibajj.^’ 

Buonaparte, though in general well 
acquainted with the local character of 
the towns of France, was incompletely 
informed concerning* that of Luon, and 
surveyed with surprise the unexpected 
.>lrengtb of position which it afforded 
lo the Silesian army. With the rea- 
diness of resource which characterized 
him, he recollected at once an old 
companion at the military school, 
Mons. Bussy de Bellay, who lived re- 
tired in that neighbourhood. He sent 
for him, and the two school- compa- 
nions met for the first time probably 
since their separation ; the one an em- 
peror, at the head of an army victo- 
rious in the late battle of Craonne, the 
other a retired and private individual, 
of whose talents and local information 
that potentate stood in need, and who 
now therefore deigned to recall to 
mind his existence. Mods, de Bellay 
gave the information required of him. 
“ I make you my aid-de-camp,*^ said 
Napoleon. Bellay was silent, and look- 
ed down-—** And a colonel,** conti- 
nued the ruler of France. Bellay 
pleaded the state of health of his mo- 
ther, and her retired habits. ** She 
must come to Paris,** said Napoleon j 
“ I assign you thirty thousand francs 
of appointment, twenty thousand as a 
compliment, and five hundred Louis 
for your ap{X)intment8.** — We pre^ 
serve this sketch, taken from a histo- 
rian of credit, as it serves to show hoiy 
directly Buonaparte could go to the 
point, when his interest rendered it ne - 
cessary to gain the services of an indivi- 
dual. W e have few instances of hi; do- 
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ing good, or of his conferring benefits 
gratuitously, which cannot be traced 
to the desire of popularity, or some 
similar interested motive. But he was 
never known to spare flattery or lar- 
gess, when either was necessary to 
draw into his service those persons 
for whose talents he had occasion. 
With an address which resembled in- 
stinct, he contrived to discover and 
appropriate them to his purposes ; and 
had his wayward temper been as well 
fitted to retain the affections of men, • 
as his judgment knew to distinguish 
and sceftre them, •liis fate might per- 
haps have been less precipitate. — Wc 
return reluctantly from traits of cha- 
racter to the prosecution of our un- 
ceasing military details. 

At the earliest dawn of 
March 9. day, and availing himself 
of a thick mist, Napoleon 
advanced his columns of attack to the 
very bottom of the eminence on which 
Eaon is situated, possessed himself of 
the hamlets, called Semilly and Ar- 
don, and endeavoured to push for the 
town of Ldon itself. His progress 
was checked by a heavy fire from the 
ramparts of the town, the terraces of 
the windmills, and the old castle. The 
mist, disturbed by the fire of both 
parties, rose like a curtain, and showed 
Blucher the French arrayed in full 
force behind the villages which they 
had occupied, and supported by large 
reserves of infantry and artillery, posted 
on the road from Soissons by which 
they had advanced, and by a stiong 
battery established advantageously be- 
hind the village of Semilly. He in- 
stantly ordered his numerous cavalry 
to attempt to turn the flank of the at- 
tacking enemy, ordered his artillery 
into line, and pushed down two batta- 
lions of Y'agers to recover the villages 
of Semilly and Ardon. These stood 
a charge of the French cavalry, and 
advanced to check the progress of their 
attacking columns, ami give time for 


the cavalry to come upon their flank 
aiK^rcar. The shelving steepness of 
the ground gave at once impulse to 
the allied columns in their descent, 
and afforded advantageous positions 
for the guns. Woronzow drove the 
French from Semilly, and Ardon was 
carried by the Prussians about the 
sained time. Thus cfl'ectunlly check- 
ed, Buonapartc.seemed to shrink from 
the attack which lie had meditated in 
front of the position of Laon, and re- 
treated, not without loss. But in the. 
meanwhile he had gradually strengthen- 
ed his right wing, so that^ advancing 
by the road leading from Rheims to 
Laon, they might turn the left flank 
of Blnchcr's position. To do this ef- 
fct?tually, it was necessary to become 
master of tlie little village of Athies, 
which, like Semilly and Ardon, is si- 
tuated under the declivity of the 
heights of Laon, and was the key of 
the Prussian’s position on the left. 
Marmont made a desperate attempt 
to carry the village, and Prince Wil- 
liam of Prussia hastened to dufend it. 
While the attacking column was in 
the act of giving way, the manceuvre 
which had been meditated by the FieJd- 
Marshal in the previous battle of Cra- 
onne, and had failed, was now suc- 
cessfully executed. - A mass of caval- 
ry, who, detached from the rear of 
the Silesian a>my, had, by a circuit, 
gained that of Marmont, made a 
Jiourn ( so the Cossacks call a charge,} 
upon his reserves and his aitillery, at 
the moment that the French were most 
hotly engaged in front, and when the 
reserve, in full security, had begun to 
light their fires for the bivouack of the 
evening. The assailants were complete- 
ly successful, possessing themselves of 
thirty pieces of cannon, and cowfound- 
ing the whole riglit wing of the ene- 
my. When Marmont, embarrassed by 
this disaster, endeavoured lo withdraw 
from the attack in wdiich he was enga- 
fTcd at Athies, with a view to extricate 
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his reserves and restore order, his op- 
ponent, Prince William, assaulted \um 
in his turn, routed and pin sued him, 
carried all his guns, dispersed his bat- 
talions, made great slaughter, and took 
many prisoners. The defeat of the 
French on this point was complete, 
and their retreat was a rout. A si- 
milar attempt had been made by the 
French on the right wing of the Sile- 
sian army, a point "on which their fai- 
lure amounted only to a repulse, but 
it was a severe one. Night separated 
the combatants. 

Any gene-al, excepting Buonaparte, 
would probably have desisted from the 
attack of so strong a position after 
such serious loss. But whether it was 
the natural obstinacy of his dispoTsi- 
tion, or whether he feared the moral 
effect which a retreat might produce 
upon his army, the capital, and the 
French nation in general, he renewed 
his desperate attempt up- 
March 10. on the succeeding day. 

Without troubling him- 
self to protect the fugitives of his 
right wing, who, still pursued along 
the road to Rheims by, the corps of 
Yoirk, Kleist, and Sacken, suffered 
greatly in their flight, he made another 
attempt upon the position of Laon, 
and on Blucher’s right, by attacking 
the village of Clacy, which, with a 
wood in its vicinity, was taken and 
retaken repeatedly during the course 
of the day, remaining at last in posses- 
sion of the allies. As evening fell, the 
French made a final assault, with a body 
of sharp-shooters, on the ^viflage of 
Semilly, which had been the scene of 
conflict in the earlier part of the pre- 
ceding day. They were repulsed by 
two battalions of Bulow’s division, and 
Napoleon relinquished all further at- 
tempts against the Silesian army. He 
accomplished his retreat indeed with- 
out molestation, and established his 
numerous line of watch-fires in sight 
of l4ac>n, as if he had meant to bivou- 


ack there ; but this was only a stra- 
tagem, for early in the night he re- 
treated to Chavignon, on the road to 
Soissons, without pursuit or annoy- 
ance. He left behind him, however, 
three or four thousand prisoners, much 
arms, ammunition, and baggage, and a 
field heaped with his slaughtered sol- 
diers. His bulletin announced that 
the position of Laon was found im- 
pregnable. He retreated toward the 
Aisne, and established himself at Sois- 
sons, evacuated by the allies as alrea- 
dy mentioned, after the second defeat 
which he had personally sustained since 
the allies entered France, the first be- 
ing'at La Rothicre, upon the Aube. 

These operations on the Marne, 
which had a result so unfavourable for 
the French, were by no means compen- 
sated by any advantages over the grand 
army. Victor and Oiidinot had been in- 
trusted with the difficult duty of mask- 
ing the separation of Buonaparte with 
the greater part of his army, and of so 
conducting themselves as to prevent 
Prince Schwart/enberg from resuming 
the offensive, or becoming aware of 
their diminished numbers. With this 
view, and to inspire awe into the allied 
generals, Buonaparte, before his de- 
parture, had commanded them to at- 
tack and possess themselves of the 
heights of Bar- sur-P Aube, where 
Wrede and Witgenstein held their po- 
sition. The town of Bar itself, after be- 
ing taken and retaken repeatedly, was at 
present in possession of the French, but 
the allies, with a brigade of Bavarians, 
still occupied the suburbs. The French 
generals had little choice, therefore, 
when in such close contact with the 
enemy, but that of either making the 
attack or expecting it. The marshal* 
chose the former alterna- 
tive, and presented them- Feb, 27. 
selves to the encounter with 
as much boldness as if they had been 
supported by Buonaparte's whole ar- 
my ; whereas their united diviMon* cer- 
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tainly did not exceed five-and-twenty 
thousand men. Their principal strength 
consisted in some fine cavalry regi- 
ments lately withdrawn from Spain. 
They at first partly succeeded, from 
the very audacity of the attempt : 
they gained the heights of Arsonval 
and the wood of Levigny, part of the 
chain of wooded eminences command- 
ing the valley in which Bar sur-PAube 
is situated ; but as they struggled to 
gain the ridge of Vernonfait, which 
formed the centre of the position of 
the allies, the line of defence was gra- 
dually 6ilJ)ported and strengthened up- 
on that point by the columns of re- 
serve which Prince Schwartzenberg 
had directed from Colombey. The 
Russian artillery were placed in line. 
One large body of cavalry, command- 
ed by General Pahlen, manoeuvred to 
gain the rear of the French columns, 
whose inferiority of numbers was now 
visible. Another mass, composed 
chiefly of cuirassiers, charged in front 
that part of the French infantry which 
had obtained a momentary footing up- 
on the heights of Vernonfait, and at 
once broke and dispersed them. The 
veteran cavalry of the Spanish army 
advanced to cover the retreat of the 
discomfited infantry with the most de- 
voted courage. It availed nothing ; 
they were dispersed by a fire of grape 
from the Russian artillery, and two- 
regiments, the 4th and the 16tb, were 
titterly annihilated. The French had 
not a single gun with which to reply 
to the incessant thunders that over- 
whelmed and dispersed them. Prince 
vSchwartzenberg in person led a gene- 
ral attack against the town of Bar-sur- 
I’Aube, and completed the victory ; 
while such French troops as remained 
upon the heights of Arsonval, which 
they had at first gained, were turned 
on both flanks, and charged and dis- 
comfited in their retreat by the cavalry 
«f Pahlen, who had been detached to 


the rear for that purpose. The French 
suffered great loss in this ill-advised 
engagement, and retreated in confusion 
on the village of Vandeeuvres, which 
is about half way between Bar-sur- 
PAube and Troyes. Prince Schwart- 
zenberg instantly crossed the Aube j 
thus at once menacing Troyes, wh^ch 
was in front, and threatening the left 
flank of the cos|>8 of Marshal Mac- 
donald, which, statiSned higher upon 
the Aube to defend the line of that 
•river, was exposed to be turned ia 
consequence of the defeat of Mortier 
and Marmont, and their ctirrespond- 
ing divisions. This danger was in- 
creased when the bridge of Silvarou- 
vre, another pass on the Aube, was 
canned by the allies with the bay- 
onet ; 80 that, attacked at once in 
front and flank, and menaced in tlie 
rear, Macdonald was forced to aban- 
don his strong position at La Ferte- 
sur-Aube, and it required all the mili- 
tary skill of that celebrated tactician 
to effect a disordered retreat, first to 
Bar-sur- Seine, and from thenefc upon 
Troyes, harassed as he was on the 
march by the superior cavalry of the 
allies, 

111 the meanwhile, Prince Schwart* 
zenberg followed up his success at 
Bar-sur- Aube, by drfving before him^ 
with much loss of every kind, the- 
shattered remaitis of the French army 
which had been there engaged, and 
which with difficulty formed a junc- 
tion at Troyes with the retreating for- 
ces of Macdonald. But it was impos- 
sible to attempt the defence of the 
capital of Champagne, for the Aus- 
trians had obtained possession of the 
bridges at Bar-sur-Seine and at I^a 
Guillottiere, where the French suf- 
fered much loss. It was now in the 
power of the allies to invest the town 
on both sides, and to inclose with- 
in it tlie only considerable body of 
French who remained to cover Paris 
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on the South-eastern direction. The 
marshals, therefore, evncu- 
March 8. ated the town, which by 
convention they were per- 
mitted to do unmolested ; left the 
streets barricaded to impede the pass- 
age of the pursuers, and led out their 
disjieartened soldiers to continue their 
retreat upon the great Paris road. 
They were indebted to a thick mist 
for escaping miK^i damage from the 
light cavalry and Cossacks of the grand 
army, wlio soon appear t d in their rear, 
cutting down stragglers, making pri- 
froiiers, and'destroyiiig or seizing wlrat- 
ever the French were com|)elled to 
abandon. Thus the fortune of war ic- 
6toi*ed to lire allies the town of Tropes, 
where the covereigns again took up 
their head- quarter's, and all the tract 
of coirntiy w'hich jiuonriparte had re- 
gained by his victory at Montercau. 
Here the grand army sir r, pended its 
offensive operations, ignorant of tlie 
events of the contest between Napoleon 
and Blucher, and desirous of re-esta- 
blishing their communication with the 
latter. For this purpose the Hettman 
Plato w, with his Cossacl;.s,was detach- 
ed to the right to occupy Arcis-sur- 
Aiibe and Sezanne ; thus extending, 
by means of those active children of 
the desart, the ofitposts and reconnois- 
sances of the grand army toward the 
quarter where the Silesian army was 
most likely to be heard of. The whole 
country between the Seine and the 
Marne was soon scoured by these inde- 
fatigable parti zans ; and all tliat lies 
upon the rivers Yonne and Aube must 
be considered as in full possession of 
the allies. These were cold news to 
reach Buonaparte, already disconcert- 
ed by his repulse and the discomfiture 
of his Yight wing at Laon. All ray of 
hope, whether by a general or Austrian 
peace, was now about to vanish from 
his horizon. And here we must re- 
sume and conclude the history of the 
treaty of Chatillon. 


When the allies, after a series of disad- 
vantageous actions, had retreated from 
Troyes, and, according to Buonapar- 
te's representation, were about to eva- 
cuate France and dissolve their league, 
they only employed themselves in knit- 
ting their union more closely together, 
and providing more powerful means to 
accomplish its great object — the demo- 
lition of the power of France. A new 
treat was entered into, whereby Aus- 
tria, Russia, England, and Prussia, en- 
tered into a league offensive and defen- 
sive, to continue fo^ 20 years ; bound 
themselves to enter into no "separate 
treaty with the enemy ; and, in order 
to Oil cure the active prosecution of the 
war until it should be tciminated by a 
general peace, each of the contracting 
povieis agreed to keep on foot an 
army of 150,000 men, exclusive‘"‘*of 
garrisons, with an option to Bi itain to 
TAibsidize other troops in place of her 
own, and an agreement on her part to 
supply live millions sterling, to be di- 
vided among the oilier powers for the 
ex peaces of the war. It. is obvious 
that these manly and energetic mea- 
sures were connected with the spirit 
whicli the operations of the grand ar- 
my now began to exhibit. The treaty 
WAS signed the Ist March, and the 
oilensive movements of Prince Schvi^art- 
zenberg had commenced two days be- 
fore. ] t was there fore clear that the eyes 
of Austria were at length open to the 
danger of protracting iiegociationswith 
Buonaparte, of which he seemed only 
willing to avail himself in the moment 
of reverse ; and that, this great member 
of the confederacy being determined 
to stand and fall with the other allied 
powers, the term assigned to him for 
producing a definitive statement of the 
terms on w^hich he would consent to 
make peace, was not likely to be great- 
ly extended. The 10th of March, 
which was the day assigned for this 
purpose, passed without Caulaincouit 
having it in his pjwcr to produce the 
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ultimatum of Buonaparte. The em- 
peror’s military operations were stated 
as the apology, and were probably the 
real one, since the nature of the terms 
which he had to propose would in all 
likelihood depend upon the good or 
ill success of his enterpr zes upon the 
Marne. His minister, therefore, on 
the day appointed, only produced a 
few detached proposals, each of which 
was capable of giving rise to prolong- 
ed discussion. A short delay of five 
days was allowed, at the request of 
the Frer^^h plenipotentiary , who doubt- 
less expected to hear in the interim of 
some decisive victory gained by his 
master, that might give weight to 
the scheme of pacification wliich he 
meant to propose. It was perhaps 
hopes of the same kind which induced 
Buonaparte himself to follow up the 
bloody battle of Craonne by his inef- 
fectual attempt on Blucher’s position 
at I^aon. It is said that Prince Win- 
ceslausof Lichtenstein was during this 
brief interval again dispatched to him 
by the Austrian cabinet, as a spe- 
cial envoy, for the purpose of conju- 
ring him to accommodate \\\%ultmalum 
to the articles settled as the babis of 
the conferences, and informing him 
that otherwise the Emperor Francis 
would lay aside those family consider 
ations which had hitherto prevented 
him from acceding to the dispositions 
of.the other allied powers in favour of 
the dynasty of Bourbon. It is added, 
that Buonapaitc seemed at first silen- 
ced and astounded by this intimation; 
but, immediately recovering himself, 
treated it as a vain threat held out to 
intimidate him, and said it would be 
most for the interest of Austria to join 
in procuring him a peace on his own 
terms, since otherwise he might again 
be forced to cross the Rhine. The 
Austrian prince retired without reply ; 
and from that moment, it has been 
supposed, the emperor resigned his 

VOL. VII. PART. I. 


son-in- law, without further effort in 
his*favoiir, to the consequences of his 
own ill-timed obstinacy. The ultima- 
turn which Caulaineourt 
at length laid before the March 15. 
congress at Chatillon was 
too inconsistent with the articles adopt- 
ed by all parties as the basis of» the 
conference to be a moment listen* d to. 
He demanded •thc^whole line of the 
Rhine : He demanded great part of 
that of the Waal, and the fortress of 
Nimeguen, which must have rendered 
the independence of Holland purely 
nominal : He required Italy, and even 
Venice, for Eugene Betuharnois, al- 
though this important article was not 
only absolute contradiction to the 
basis of the treaty, but peculiarly of- 
fensive and injurious to Austria, whom 
it was so much his interest to concili- 
ate. The possession of Italy embra- 
ced, of course, that of Switzerland, 
either directly or by influence ; so that 
in future w’ars Austria would lie open 
to the incursions tjf France along her 
w’holc frontier, and, wlnle conclnding 
avictorioListreaty upon French ground, 
would have been placed in a worse si- 
tuation than by that which Buo’na- 
p irte bin. St If dictated to her at Campo 
Formio I There wc stipulations be- 
sides for indernnitits to Jerome, the 
phantom- king.of Westphalia; toLou- 
is, g'-and duke of Berg ; and to Eu- 
gene, in compensation of his alleged 
rights on the grand duchy of Frank- 
fort. Nay, ns if determined to shew 
that nouiing whicli he had ever done, 
even though uudom by himself, should 
now be considered as null, without ex- 
acting compensation at the cxpence of 
the rest of Europe, Buonaparte de- 
manded an indenmity for his Jarother 
Joseph, not indeed for the crown of 
Spain, but for that very throne of 
Naples from which he had himself 
displaced him in order to make room 
for Murat ! The assembled congress 
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received this imperious communication 
with equal surprise and displeasure. 

They instantly declared the 
Marchl^. congress dissolved ; and 
thus terminated the fears 
of many, who considered Europe as in 
greater danger from any treaty that 
coujd be made with Buonaparte, than 
from the progress of his arms against 
the allies. Something' of the littleness 
of mind which sloops to petty and 
trifling acts of vindictive spleen was vi- 
sible on this occasion. The peasants 
in the neighbourhood were encouraged 
to attack dnd insult the representa- 
tives of the allied powers, and to plun- 
der their baggage, — aggressions on 
the law of nations not perhaps emana- 
ting from Napoleon individually, but 
partaking of the character of his go- 
vernment, which was never bound, in 
any instance, by any law whatever. 

All hope of pacification being now 
over, the war assumed a sterner and 
more inexorable character. Each party 
sent forth manifestoes. That of Buo- 
naparte*^ encouraged the people to rise 
in every direction, and by all means in 
their power to cut off the supplies and 
communications of the invading armies, 
which he stated had entered France to 
overrun, plunder, and finally divide her 
fertile provinces. All mayors and other 
functionaries who should dissuade or 
discourage the people 'from those ef- 
forts of national defence, were declared 
guilty of high -treason. — The manifes- 
toes of Schwartzenberg and Blucher 
retorted on Buonaparte the charge of 
being an obstacle to peaces disowned 
any purpose of conquering or appro- 
priating the country of France; de- 
clared they were only in arms for pro- 
curing the peace and fehc repose of 
Europe ; and, finally, denounced the 
utmost severity of military execution 
against such towns or villages as should 
listen to the exhortations of Napoleon. 
It is certain that Buonaparte now pla- 
ced his hopes in rendering the war 


national, and committing the people 
of France, by engaging them in active 
hostilities with the allies, who still lay 
under disadvantages, arising from their 
having adopted no cause or interest, 
properly French, to oppose to that of 
Napoleon. To avail liimself to the 
utmost of the advantage which he I' 
owed to the deference of the allies 
to Austria, and to Austria’s delicacy 
towards him, Napoleon anxiously cir- 
culated through France, and especi- 
ally among the lower orders, the most 
exaggerated rumours concerning the 
evil intentions of the allied powers, 
and the horrors committed by their 
armies The Cossacks were particu- 
larly stigmatized, as a sort of Asiatic 
ogres, who spared nothing in their 
rage, lust, and rapine ; but, wherever 
they appeared, slaughtered the men, 
violated the women, and devoured the 
children. Strange as it may seem, the 
last charge was actually’made and be- 
lieved ! The others were equally ex- 
aggerated. We had opportunities of 
particular enquiry, and found the repu- 
tation of the Cossacks, amongst those 
who had been visited by them, was on 
the whole rather better than that of 
other light troops, and their behaviour 
much less atrocious than that of the 
French soldiers themselves, who left 
everywhere the most striking marks, 
that in the country which is the scene 
of military operations, a native arpiy 
may be more cruel than that of the 
enemy. The Cossacks were more dis- 
tinguished by love of plunder than by 
violence towards either sex, and parti- 
cularly remarked for their extravagant 
passion for strong liquors, of which 
they consumed great quantities ere they 
became inebriated. The terror which ; 
they excited spread very wide in pro- 
portion to their numbers, from the ex- 
traordinary facility which they pos- 
sess of performing long and conceal- 
ed marches, in small detached bodies, 
through woods and ravines, eluding dis- 
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covery until, suddenly emerging from 
the deserts which they had threaded in 
silence and obscurity, they appeared 
in places where they were least ex- 
pected, announced themselves as the 
advanced guard of thousands, imposed 
contributions, gathered plunder, dis- 
persed the assemblies of conscripts and 
recruits, and often carried off func- 
tionaries, guns, and baggage, or plun- 
dered and destroyed magazines of am- 
munition or provisions. It was to 
meet this sort of partizan-war that* 
Napolegin endeavoured to excite the 
mountaineers of the Voges, and the 
peasants of the other districts in the 
rear of the allies, to form free corps 
among themselves, cut off the patroles 
and detached parties, break down 
bridges, barricade roads, occupy de- 
files, and by all the methods of irre- 
gular war to infest the communica- 
tions of the invaders. Napoleon had 
even formed a plan of supporting these 
insurrections, by a regular force to be 
assembled in the rear of the allies. For 
this purpose, secret agents were dis- 
patched to endeavour to penetrate into 
the strong places which were occu- 
pied by French garrisons on the Rhine, 
and blockaded by the allies. They 
carried instructions to the various com- 
mandants of these fortresses, concealed 
in the handles of their knives, in their 
canes, or in the collars of the dogs 
which followed them, commanding 
these officers to make strong detach- 
ments from their garrisons, and as- 
signing them places of rendezvous, so 
that at once and unexpectedly a con- 
siderable French army might have ta- 
ken the field in the eastern depart- 
ment s of Lorraine and Franche Corapte. 
But the scheme totally failed, from the 
strictness and numerous precautions 
with which the allies enforced the 
blockade. Several of the emissaries, 
who persisted in attempting to pene- 
trate to the invested fortresses for the 


execution of their perilous commission, 
inctirred its penalty in being detected 
and hanged as spies. But partial in- 
surrections took place in some depart- 
ments, where the peasants, worn out 
and driven to despair by continued re- 
quisitions, and all the distresses inci- 
dent to an invaded country, took up 
arms, and adopted measures of resist- 
ance, which ptodiiced no effect but 
misery and bloodshed on both sides* 
— We return to the more important 
events of the regular war. 

After the battle of Laon, Marshal 
Bliicher appears to have remained in- 
active for two days, either because hi» 
army had suffered much in the prece- 
ding battle of Craoniie, or because he 
waited to adjust his movements by 
those of Schwartzenberg. In the 
meanwhile, Buonaparte accomplished 
the last of those brilliant coups dc maiii 
which had so often distinguished hia 
campaigns. Rheims, remarkable for 
its venerable cathedral, in which the 
kings of France were formerly crown- 
ed and consecrated, had highly offend- 
ed him by opening her gates to a hand- 
ful of Cossacks, whom the bulletin 
charged them with feasting and com- 
plimenting during the time of their 
residence amongst them. He had lost 
no time in repossessing himself of this 
town, iipportant from its situation, 
and imposing trom its venerable name, 
so soon as his forces had come upon 
the Marne. A body of French troops, 
under General Corbineau, 
expelled from Rheims the March 1. 
Cossacks, 'who had given 
Buonaparte such offence, and garri- 
soned the place in their stead. But 
the French detachment, by which 
Rheims was retaken, was itself sur- 
prised by the Russian corps of Gene- 
ral Saint Priest, a French emigrant of 
talents, the aid-de-camp of the Empe- 
ror Alexander, which, united with a 
division of the Prussian reserve, uii- 



24^4^ EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1814*. [Chai>. 11. 


der General Jacow, might amount to 
15, (XX) men. Upon the 
March 12. Tith March they pre- 
sented themselves before 
Rhcims, forced the town, and made 
prisoners the whole French detach- 
ment and their officers ; Corbineau, 
their general, escaping with difficulty, 
and followed only by 100 men. Buo- 
napart**, who still had his head' quar- 
ters at Soissons, resolved to wipe this 
stain from his arms, and 
March 13. on the day succeeding 
the capture suddenly mo- 
ved towards Rheims with his whole 
force, excepting one corps left to ob- 
serve the motions of Blucher from 
Laon. The Russian general immedi- 
ately drew out of the town, and form- 
ed his corps on the heights in its front. 
They soon perceived they had to deal 
with the principal force of Napoleon, 
from the long columns of infantry, 
supported by cavalry and artillery, 
which continued to deploy from the 
direction of Soissons and Fismes, and 
take ground as if for a general attack. 
Buonaparte peisonally directed the 
placing of 50 pieces of artillery, and 
as he 6 sperintended his formidable pre- 
parations and recollected his quairci 
with the town, he is said to have ex- 
claimed with vindictive glee, Wait 
but an hour, and the ladies of Rheims 
will have a tine alarm The attack 
commenced with great fury, and was 
most gallantly sustained. The Count 
de Saint Priest, in particular, set a 
bnlliant example to his soldiers, and 
fought in the van of the battle. The 
allies were exposed at once to the 
lire of grape and round shot from 50 
pieces of artillery in front, and to a 
flank attack from the cavalry. In the 
very thick of the action, and as the 
French had commenced their flank 
movement, the Count de Saint Priest 
was struck from his horse, dangerous- 
ly wounded by a cannon-ball. Such 


an accident at such a moment was de- 
cisive of the day. The Russian ca- 
valry, who protected the flank of the 
position, were overpowered by those 
of the enemy, and the whole corps, 
pressed at once on the centre and the 
flanks, was compelled to make a hasty 
retreat through the town of Rheims. 
A small detachment left in the town 
continued to keep the enemy at bay 
until ’night-fall, and even secured by 
capitulation an unmolested retreat ; 
but the French cavalry, making a cir- 
cuit, fell upon the, retreating column{< 
of the main body, and cut off one of 
them. Eight cannons, with some 
hundred prisoners, were the trophies 
of this day, which was one of the last 
triumphs of Napoleon. He blazoned 
it forth in his bulletin with as much 
splendour as exaggeration could give, 
and, fond of insinuating that a sort of 
fatality attended his enemies, he for- 
got not to assure the Parisian public 
that it was a bullet from the same 
cannon which had slain Moreau which 
had now mortally wounded Saint 
Priest, another emigrant or exile, who 
had led the barbarians of the desert to 
ravage the fertile provinces of France. 
At Rheims Buonaparte 
paused for three days, March 14, 
probably for the purpose 15, 16. 
of attending the final ter- 
mination of the negociation at Chatil- 
lon. His army was divided upon the 
three great roads which centre in that 
town, from Laon, Bery-le-Bac, and 
Chalons-sur-Marne, so that it seemed 
uncertain what would be his next line 
of operations. On the evening of the 
15th, after a general review of his 
forces, he moved a large column, un- 
der Ney, to occupy Chalons-sur- 
Marne, which the marshal found eva- 
cuated by the enemy. He was fol- 
lowed by Napoleon, at the head of his 
guards, who was received with jubilee 
and illuminations in a town from which 
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his approach had driven those enemies 
who had occupied Chalons for forty 
days. 

In Chalons he received intelligence 
that the grand army, whose offensive 
operations had been probably suspend- 
ed to wait the issue of the ncg relations, 
was now again in advance, had occu- 
pied Sens, establi‘^hed its head-qu 'r- 
ters at Pont siir- Seine, and thre^atened 
to cross the Seme there, as well as at 
Montereau and Nogent, and attack at* 
all poir^s t})»' feebj'* line maintained by 
Marshals Macdonald, Victor, and Ou- 
dinot, on the left bank Thus Napoleon 
was once more placed between two hos- 
tile armies, one of which was certain 
to advance upon Paris should he re- 
sume hostilities against the oilier. The 
news of the occupation of Rlieims had, 
however, chocked the advance of Prince 
Schwartzonherg, who sav/ in these 
movementsRomeiliiii ,^ so alarming, that, 
withdrawing his head quarters to Ar- 
cis-sur-Aubc, and recalling such of 
his forces as had already crossed the 
Seine, he seemed rather to meditate 
making head against Buonaparte, and 
approximating himself to the army of 
Silesia, than pursuing liis march upon 
Palis. The news that Chalons was 
occupied by the French in hircc made 
also a deep impression on the Aus- 
trian generals. Their tactics being ri- 
gidly those of the old school of war, 
they esteemed their army tui ned when- 
ever a French division occupied such a 
post as interposedbet wixt them and their 
allies. This indeed is in one sense true ; 
but it is equally true, that every division 
so interposed is itself liable to be turn- 
ed, if the hostile divisionsbetwixt which 
it IS interposed take combined mea- 
sures for attacking it. The catch- 
ing, therefore, too prompt an alarm, 
orconsidering the consequences of such 
a movement as irretrievable, belongs 
to the pedantry of war, and not to its 
science. A council of war was held. 


fonthe purpose of determining the fiu 
ture motions of the allies ; and it is 
understood that at first the opinion 
prevailed that it was necessary in all 
haste to retreat behind the Aube The 
Emperor Alexander is believed to 
have opposed this retrograde n^ove- 
ment with great vigour ; and we have 
understood hececeiVed no slight sup- 
port from the short hut emphatic de- 
claration of Lord Castlereagh, who, 
conceiving a retreat behind the Aube 
to be the preface of one which should 
only stop behind the Rhine, informed 
the allied powers that the subsidies 
from England would cease so soon as 
m^nisurcs so fatal to the general cause 
received their sanction. The allies, 
therefore, resolved fo maintain their 
offensive position ; and, in order to 
prevent a repetition of the disasters 
of Montmirail and Montereau, which 
arose from their occupying too exten- 
sive a line by divisions unconnected 
with each other, it was determined to 
concentrate the grand army ilpon Ar- 
cis-sur*Aube, and there to give battle 
to Buonaparte if he chose to accept 
it, or to move upon Paris if he shbuld 
refuse it. To this bold measure the 
allies were now the more disposed, as 
the information of Messieurs Polignac 
and other royalists united to assure 
them that tfiey had a strong party 
within the walls of that city. In pur- 
suance of this vigorous and decided line 
of conduct, all the divisions of the 
grand army received orders to unite 
themselves upon Arcis, as the pivot 
and centre of their future operations. 

Buonaparte was far from auguring 
any intention of the Austro* Russians 
to face him at Arcis, and defend against 
him the line of the Aube. On the 
contrary, he concluded they were in 
full retreat to the eastward, by the 
main road from Troyes to the Rhine, 
and expressed himself jocularly as if 
he had a chance upon that route to 
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cut off ihe retreat of his father-in-law, 
and make him prisoner. With the 
purpose of disquieting this supposed 
retreat, by acting on the flank of their 
cohirnns, Buonaparte moved from Cha- 
lons by Episnay, where 
Maifh l7. he was rectuvcd with ex- 
ultation. He continued 
to advance on the follorving day, dri- 
ving before liiui such parties of light 
cavalry as his advanced posts encoun- 
tered, still fully convinced in his own 
mind that the terror of his approach 
had put the gtand army of the allies 
to full retreat, and that he had every 
chance to break their line and cut off 
some of their divisions. Crossing the 
Aube at Plancey, he moved along the 
left bank with *his cavalry and the 
corps of Marshal Ney, while the in- 
fantry of his guard advanced by cor- 
responding marches along the right 
bank towards Arcis ; his army thus 
occupying both side 9 of the river, and 
being, according to their own military 
phrase, dt cheval upon the Aube. He 
■was passing through a sort of defile, 
of which Arcis is the outlet, and where 
a succession of bridges, which can 
only be passed by a few men in front, 
cross over various marshes, drains, and 
feeders of the river. The Austro- 
RuS^ians had evacuated Arcis, and 
held a strong position behind it, upon 
the left bank of the Aube, about 20 
miles in front of Troyes. Three divi- 
sions of Pripce Schwartzenberg’s army 
under the Prince Royal of Wirtemberg, 
maintained the position of Clermont; 
General Wrede manoeuvred in a plain 
which extends between Arcis and 
Clermont, and along the bank of the 
Aube, with a corps composed chiefly 
of cavalry ; and in the rear of the 
Prince Royal’s position at Clermont, 
tlie Russian and Prussian guards were 
drawn up on a strong chain of heights, 
called Mesnilda-Comptesse. Napole- 
onj after his van had passed through 
11 


Arcis, saw only in the few squadrons 
of the allied cavalry which caracoled 
in the plain a feeble body of observa- 
tion ; but when these squadrons were 
pressed by the French cavalry, under 
Sebastiani and Excel sman, their num- 
bers suddenly augmented, fresh co- 
lumns deployed upon the plain, masses 
of infantry were next discovered, and, 
finally, a line of 60 pieces of artillery 
appeared in their support. Jt was 
now clear that Buonaparte had unex- 
pectedly come in front of the whole 
army of the allies, at a time when his 
own was engaged in passing the suc- 
cession of bridges already described as 
forming a defile, of which the town of 
Arcis is the outlet. It was difficult 
to bring the French troops up and 
into line, and impossible to withdraw 
those wlio had been inconsiderately 
engaged. The cavalry of the allies, 
having already repulsed those of the 
French, were forcing them back upon 
Arcis ; and the consequences of their 
carrying the town, by entering along 
with them in close pursuit, must have 
been fatal to the main body and rear 
guard, still engaged and embarrassed 
in the pass. Napoleon saw the neces- 
sity of personal exertion ; He drew his 
sword, threw himself among the fu- 
gitives, called on them to remember 
their honour and their victories, rallied 
them, and checked the enemy by an 
impetuous charge, in which .he was 
personally engaged and in danger from 
the stroke of a Cossack’s lance, which 
was parried by his aid-de-camp Gi- 
rardin. The combat was furiously 
maintained on both sides. Buona- 
parte formed his infantry, as it emerged 
from the defile and traversed the town, 
into solid squares, which, drawn up 
under the walls of Arcis, suffered 
dreadfully from the incessant cannon- 
ade of the allies, but prevented by 
their firm appearance the enemy from 
possessing themselves of the gorge of 
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the pass. At length the Imperial 
Guards, advancing upon the right bank 
of the Aube, and crossing the bridge 
at Arcis to their master’s assistance, 
relieved him from the imminent danger 
of seeing the town carried and hisretreat 
cut off. The battle, however, still con- 
tinued to rage fiercely. Buonaparte 
was obliged to make use of his own 
pistols ; all his staff fought afound 
him 8word-in-hand, and he had a horse 
shot under him : — It would perhaps 
have be^p happy foj* his reputation had 
the rider received the bullet. When 
night approached, the allies desisted 
from the action ; and as more of their 
scattered divisions had now arrived 
upon the point of concentration, Prince 
Schwartzenberg established his whole 
army in position upon the heights of 
Mesnil-la-Compte8se,behind Clermont. 
Thus terminated, with little effect be- 
sides mutual slaughter, the battle of 
Arcis-sur-Aube, one of the fewi in 
which Buonaparte is known to have 
exposed his person in the thick of the 
contest ; which we observe, not as 
adopting the vulgar idea that ascribes 
to him personal cowardice, of which 
Lodi as well as Arcis furnished a suf- 
cient confutation ; but because a dispo- 
sition to self-preservation, where there 
was no powerful motive to counteract 
it, seems to have made a part of the sel- 
fish and egotistical system on which he 
constantly acted. Notwithstanding his 
personal gallantry, the moral effect of 
this battle of Arcis-sur-Aube was un- 
favourable to Buonaparte, whose rash 
advance incurred a tremendous risk, 
from which he had been only extri- 
cated at the ex pence of slaughter, 
which his ranks could ill spare. It 
remained to be seen whether so active 
a military genius could devise any means 
of repairing this false step. 

Early on the next morn- 
51arcA21. ing, Napoleon reconnoi- 
tred the enemy in person; 


andrfbund them strongly posted on the 
heights commanding the road between 
Arcis and Troyes. He had by this time 
been joined by the troops under Vic- 
tor, Oudinot, and Macdonald, rein- 
forced in some measure since their 
losses at Bar-siir-Aube, and by a nu- 
merous body of veteran cavalry from 
Spain. Thus strengthened, he ap- 
pears to have been strongly disposed 
to hazard a general action under all 
• disadvantages. But the risk that Blu- 
cher, driving before him such feeble 
corps of observation as Buonaparte 
had left in his front, might arrive in 
time to take an unpleasant share in 
the contest, was rendered yet more 
probable by the opinion he entertain- 
ed of the caution of* the Austrians, 
who he deemed would not have ha- 
zarded such a daring step as a general 
action, unless assured of co-operation 
from the Bilesian army. Pressed by 
these apprehensions, Buonaparte re- 
linquished, after considerable hesita- 
tion, all purpose of offensive* opera- 
tions at Arcis, and ordered a retreat 
upon Vitry and St Dizier, in hopes 
to impede the meditated junction of 
the grand army with that of Silesia, 
and to attract the allies to follow him 
to a greater distance from his capital, 
where he might have an opportunity 
of fighting them on a field of his own 
chusing. The retreat of the French 
army through the defile on the left 
bank and across the bridge of Arcis, — 
for they retreated, as they had advan- 
ced, by both banks of the Aube, — was 
covered by Sebastiani and Oudinot, 
who sustained with the greatest bra- 
very the repeated assaults made on 
them by the Prince Royal of Wir- 
temberg so soon as he beheld Napoles 
on’s main body in retreat. With les- 
loss than could have been anticipa- 
ted, Buonaparte effected his extrication 
from the perilous situation in which 
he was placed* But his army was 



248 


EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1814. [Chap. 11. 


disheartened ; they had .lost honour, 
many men, and several guns, which 
were abandoned owing to the im- 
possibility oi withdrawing them ; and 
they had seen themselves a second time 
repulsed, although the emperor was at 
thevr head. 

Buonaparte passed the night of the 
21st at Sommepuix, about 15 miles to 
the north-east of Arcis, and conse- 
quently considerably farther from Pa- 
ris than the allied army, and next morn- 
ing continued his march in the same 
line upon Vitry. The possession of 
this place was of extreme importance 
to him, supposing it his object to ob- 
struct the junction between the armies 
of Schwartzenberg and Blucher. But 
a Prussian corhmandant, who held 
Vitry with a garrison of three or four 
thousand men, had put it in a good con- 
dition of defence, and turned a deaf ear 
to every summons of surrender, though 
enforced by the bcvercst menaces. Mar- 
shal Ney had his troops drawn out 
to storln, with a declaration that no 
quarter would be given ; but this w^as 
only a measure of intimidation. Na- 
pOleon had no time to try the effect of 
actual violence, because, supposing th,‘ 
stubbornness of the commandant should 
protract the defence, he must have 
run the risk, while en^jaged in the as- 
sault of the place, of ben g attacked ei- 
ther by the grand army <rom Arcis, 
or that of Silesia, or possibly by both 
at once. He then fore was compelled 
to establish a bridge of rafts across 
the Marne at Frigincourt, and to pur- 
sue his march to St Dizier, removing 
himself still faither from Paris. In 
the mean time, the communication be- 
tween the two invading armies was, 
by this further march to the eastward, 
left free and open, and they became 
at liberty to form a junction between 
the ruler of France and his capital. 

The causes of a movement so un- 
expected, and contrary to all the usual 


rules of war, was to be found, partly, 
in the peculiar temper and habits of 
Buonaparte, and, partly, in the necessi- 
ty of his circumstances. He could not 
disguise from himself, what indeed he 
had told the French public, that a 
march, or, as he termed it, a Hourra 
upon Paris, was the principal purpose 
of the allies. Every movement made 
in advance, whether by Blucner or 
Schwartzenberg, had this for its ob- 
ject. But they had uniformly relinquish- 
ed the undertaking^, upon hi§ making 
any demonstration to prevent it, and 
therefore he did not suspect them of 
a resolution so venturous as to move di- 
rectly upon Paris, leaving the French 
army unbroken in their rear, to act 
upon their line of communication 
with Germany. It is remarked, that 
those chess-players who deal in the 
most venturous gambits are least ca- 
pable of defending themselves when 
attacked in the same audacious man- 
ner ; and that, in war, the generals 
whose usual and favourite tactics are 
those of advance and attack, have been 
most frequently surprised by the un- 
expected adoption ot ofTensive ope- 
rations on the part of their enemy. 
Napoleon had been so much accus- 
tomed to see his antagonists bend their 
attention lathcr to parry blows than 
to aim them, and was so confident in 
the dread impressed by his rapidity of 
movement, his energy of assault, and 
the terrors of his reputation, that he 
seems to have entertained little appre- 
hension of the allies adopting a plan 
of operations which had no reference 
to his own, and which, instead of at- 
tempting to watch or counteract his 
movements in the rear of their army, 
should lead them strait forward to take 
possession of his capital. Besides, the 
ground to the north of Paris is very 
strong, the national guard was numer- 
ous, the lower part of the population 
of a military character, and favourable 
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to his cause. A defence, if resolute, 
however brief, would have the double 
effect of damping the ardour of the 
assailants, and of detaining them be- 
fore the walls of the capital, until 
Buonapane should advance to its re- 
lief, and thus place the allies between 
two fires. It was not to be supposed 
that the surrender of Paris would be 
the work of a single day. The una- 
nimous voice of the journals, of the 
mini.Uers of the police, and of the 
thousands whose interest was radically 
and deeply entwisted with that of 
Buonaparte, assured their master on 
that point. The movement to the 
rear, therefore, though removing him 
from Paris, which it might expose 
to temporary alarm, could not, in 
Buonaparte's apprehension, seriously 
compromise the security of the ca- 
pital. 

But had the risk of this movement 
been even greater than it appeared, 
and l;ad the ruler of France thought 
his enemies more enterprising, and 
the Parisians less willing or less able 
to defend themselves, the necessity 
of his own situation was such as to 
drive liim upon operations beyond 
the usual sphere of military precau- 
tion, whatever hazards he might en- 
counter by adopting them. His 
army was diminished by the numer- 
ous bloody actions in which he had 
been engaged for two months and up- 
wards The towns which he had re- 
conquered from the allies were, so soon 
as the exigency of his affairs called 
him elsewhere, again subdued by a nu- 
merous and persevering enemy. Ha- 
rassed by marches and bivouacks, by 
weather and by watches, by disease 
and by the sword, not only the “ raw 
materials for battle, the food for artil- 
lery,*’ as the new conscripts were con- 
temptuously styled in the army, but 
the veterans also who had survived the 
disasters of Russia, Germany, and 


Spain, fell in thousands, while their 
loss was thinly and with difficulty sup- 
plied from the provinces yet under 
the authority of Buonaparte, where 
the resistance of the peasantry, with 
the incursions of the hostile light 
troops, and the dissuasive arguments 
and threats of the royalists, opposed 
both the conscription and the levy- 
cn- masse. The rrtost valuable rein- 
forcements to his army had <^f late 
been derived from the troops with- 
drawn from the peninsula. But the 
misfortunes of Soult and of Augereau 
were likely to impede all future sup- 
plies from that quarter, and to throw 
the whole of the south into the hands 
of* the allies, from the mouth of the 
Gironde to the coui'se of the Rhone. 
And although Napoleon had not yet 
learned the declaration of Bourdeaux, 
he must nevertheless have b»en prepared 
to expect an insurrectionary explosion 
there and in La Vendee, so s )on as 
Wellington had pa'^ eJ ih** Gavea. To 
retreat therefore on Paris, 'With an 
army which had so lately been def at- 
ed by Blucher at Laon, and worsted 
by bchwartzenberg at Arcis, and to 
suffer himsi’lf to be inclosed under its 
walls, or w thin its circuit, seemed a 
measure of desperation ; and to attempt 
to prevent the junction of his enemies, 
or maintain 'a position between them, 
without the advantage of possessing 
some strong point like Vitry, on which 
to concentrate his forces, seemed an 
equal act of wilful despair. Buona- 
parte seems therefore, not from choice, 
but necessity, to have preferred break- 
ing through the circle of hunters which 
hemmed him in, trusting to strengthen 
his army with the garrisons drawn 
from the frontier fortresses, and with 
the warlike peasantry of Alsace and 
Franche Compte, and, thus reinforced, 
to advance with rapidity on the rear 
of his enemies, ere they had time to 
execute, or perhaps to arrange, any 
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system of offensive operations, ^hc 
sclieme appeared the more hopeful, as 
he was peremptory in his belief that 
his march could not fail to draw af- 
ter him, in pursuit, or observation at 
least, the grand irmy of Schwart- 
zenberg ; the general maxim, that the 
war could only be decided where he 
was present in persoi^ being, as he 
conceived, as dcejfly impressed by ex 
perience upon his enemies as his sol- 
diers. 

It seems also probable, that Napo- 
leon had in view, when he undertook 
his movement eastward, a chance in 
his favour, which the critics of his mi- 
litary conduct have not sufficiently es- 
timated. The diversion undertaken*’ in 
his favour by Aiigereau, had, in the 
outset, been successful. That marshal 
having been recruited by the of 
the army of Catalonia, had not only 
resumed offensive operations, but had 
compelled the Austrian general, Bub- 
na, to retreat to the gates of Geneva, 
before tke divisions of Marchand and 
Dcssaix. Theie was therefore nothing 
extravagant in the hopes which Buo- 
naparte might entertain, that the pro- 
jected movement to the eastward might 
enable him to enter into immediate 
communication with this powerful and 
unbroken army, the main body of 
which was then maintaining the line 
of the Saone, or at least the possession 
of Lyons and the Lionnois. Some 
such hopes he probably encouraged 
80 late as the 22d of March, when his 
movement in Lorraine was. resolved 
upon. For it seems probable that the 
whole grand allied army, lying in the 
line of communication, he might not be 
then fully acquainted with a train of 
events, which only three days before 
had reversed his prospects in that 
quarter. We have already mention- 
ed that, alarmed by the movements of 
Augereau in their rear, General Bi- 
anchi, with ten thousand Austrians, 


had been detached from the grand ar- 
my to secure their communications, 
and to restore the preponderance 'of 
their arms in Burgundy. These for- 
ces, marching from Troyes to Dijon, 
had from thence regulated their march 
by that of a very numerous division of 
the Austrian reserve, which was ad- 
vancing into France, led by the Prince 
of Heose-Homberg. Thus the allies 
moved against Augereau in every di- 
rection. He advanced from Lyons, 
however, and attacked Bi- 
anchi, near Ma^on’, with March 11. 
the purpose of maintain- 
ing the line of the Soane, and prevent- 
ing the junction of the hostile armies. 
But the French marshal was defeated, 
and compelled to fall back on Lyons, 
with considerable Joss. Bianchi mo- 
ving oji after his victory, formed a 
junction with the Prince of Hesse- 
Homberg, who now assumed the chief 
command. Augereau, who had as- 
sembled his forces at Vil- 
le-Franche, stood another March 18. 
action, and received ano- 
ther and a bloody defeat. His troops 
retired in the most disorganized slate, 
and, retreating in haste, and not with- 
out constant loss, along the Rhine, 
Augereau could hardly find the means 
of pausing to maintain the line of the 
I sere, and cover Grenoble and Dau*- 
phine. Marchand and Dessaix were 
in all haste recalled from the borders 
of Switzerland, to join the marshal in 
his new position. Lyons surrendered 
to the Prince of Hesse-Homberg, and 
saw with fear and astonishment, after 
all |:hat had been told of the losses of 
the allies, an untouched army of 60,000 
men, defile through her streets. This 
large force was now interposed be- 
tween Buonaparte and Augereau, and 
so ended all hope of co-operation with 
the army of the south. We must ne- 
vertheless consider that Buonaparte 
was probably still ignorant of Auge- 
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reau’s defeat, and therefore, though his 
movement on Saint Dizier was out 
of the rulesof ordinary war, and though 
it enabled the allies to conceive and 
execute the daring scheme which put 
an end to the campaign, yet it was by 
no means hopeless in its outset ; or, we 
would rather say, was one of the few 


alterjfatives which the crisis of his af- 
fairs left to Buonaparte, and which, 
judging from the previous vacillation 
and cautious timidity displayed in the 
councils of the allies, he had no reason 
to apprehend would have given rise 
to the consequences that actually fal- 
lowed. 
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CHAPTER XII. 


T}fC allied jdrmics miitc^ and determine to march on P ar Is, Junction of the 
Grand jdnnij ivith that of Silesia. — Mar man f and Mo? tier are intocepted 
in their March to join Buonaparte^ and drwen hack 'with great Loss. — A 
largt French Convoy is cut of ' near La Fere Champenoisc — Coyitinued lie- 
treat of Mortier and Manno^if, ayid their Lo.sses. — Defeat of the French 
near Fcric la Jounyre . — The J'Vench exmeuaie Menu and blow np the Ma- 
gazinc. — The Allies come in Sight of Fans — Description of the Heights of 
Belleville^ liomainville, and Montmartre. — Line of Defence adopted there . — 
Consternation in Paris. — Exertions of the I*ohce to conceal or di guise the 
Truth.-^ lieview of the Garrison and National Guards o) Paris, — Order of 
Assault adopted by the A liter, — Battle of' Paris. — Interviexo of Captain 
Peyre with the Lmperitr Alexander.— Joseph flies from Paris. — An Armis^ 
tice is jiroposed and granted — Terms of Copiiulation are adjusted. — The 
alUef 'Troops brcouach on (hi Heights without the City. 

Tjhe allied generals, no longer cm- accomplish his junction with Blucher, 
barrassed by discrepancy in their coun- who, witli the greater part of his army, 
cils, or by the delusive dependence of had moved from Laon to Chalons. In 
a treaty with an enemy whom one order to complete his dispositions, and 
of the most powerful members of the to secure his rear, the Austrian gene- 
confederacy had rcasoES for regarding ral established a division of troops on 
with favour, had now their minds, as the Aube, under command of General 
well as their powerful means, bent on Dacca, who was specially charged 
the same end and plan — the dethrone- with protecting the baggage of the 
ment, namely, of Buonaparte, to be army, insuring their communications 
effected by possessing themselves of his with Germany and with the allied 
capital. army of the south, and in particular 

Schwartzenberg, the better to mask with guarding the person of the Ern- 
his real purpose of an united movement peror Francis, who probably did not 
on Paris, affected at first to pursue the judge it delicate to accompany the 
marcb of Buonaparte, and established mam body m their advance upon the 
his head-quarters at Vitry, capital of France, which was at least 
March 23. three days after it had been nominally governed by his daughter, 
summoned by Napoleon, under the title of Empress Regent, 
on his march to St Dizicr. But the If pressed by any sudden movement 
chief reason of this movement was to of Buonaparte, General Ducca was 
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directed to retreat on the army of the 
south, which, numerous, victorious, 
and in triumphant possession of Lyons, 
was in full capacity to reinforce him, 
and protect the person of the emper- 
or. This important arrangement be- 
ing made, another was adopted equally 
necessary to deceive and observe Na- 
poleon. Ten thousand cavalry were 
selected, under the entorprizing gene- 
rals, Winzengerode and CzernichefF, 
who, witli fifty pieces of cannon, were 
di'^patched to hang on Buonaparte’s ' 
march, jo obstructjiis communications 
with the country he had left, inteicept 
couriers from Paris, or information re- 
specting the motions of the allied ar- 
mies, and to present on all occasions 
such a front as, if possible, might im-^ 
press him with the belief that their 
corps formed the van-guard of the 
whole army of Schwartzenberg. The 
Russian and Prussian light troops 
meanwhile scoured the roads, and in- 
tercepted, near Sommepuix, a convoy 
of artillery and ammunition belonging 
to Napoleon rear-guard, when 20 
pieces of cannon, with a strong escort, 
fell into their hands. They also cut 
off several couriers, bringing import- 
ant dispatches to Napoleon from Pa- 
ris. One of these was loaded with as 
heavy tidings as ever were destined to 
afflict falling greatness. This packet 
informed Napoleon of the descent of 
the English in Italy; of the entry of 
the Austrians into Lyons, and the 
critical stale of Augcreau ; of the de- 
claration of Bourdeaux in favour of 
Louis; of the demonstrations of Wel- 
lington towards Toulouse ; of the dis' 
afiected state of the public mind, and 
the exhausted condition of the nation- 
al resources. Much of these tidings 
was new to the allied sovereigns and 
generals, but it was received by them 
with very different sensations from 
those which the intelligence was cal- 
culated to inflict upon Kim for whom 
it was intended. The information con- 


firmed them in the hardy resolution 
which they had at length adopted, and 
nothing remained necessary to its ac- 
complishment but the junction of the 
two armies, and their maintaiiiing a 
communication during the proposed 
advance. 

Blucher, so soon as he felt the* op- 
position to his movements diminished 
by the march* of ^uonaparte from 
Chalons to Arcis, had in- 
stantly' resumed the offeii- March 18* 
sive, and driven the corps 
of Mortier and Marmont, left to ob- 
serve his motions, over the Marne. 
He passed the Aisne near Bery le- 
Bac, rc-possessed himself of Rheims 
fey J)lo wing open the gates and storm- 
ing the place, and, haying gained these 
successes, moved toward Chalons and 
Vitry. His course had hitherto been 
south-eastward, in order to join with 
Schwartzenberg, but he now received 
from the King of Prussia the welcome 
order to turn his march westward, and 
move straight upon Paris. The grand 
army adopted the same direction, and 
thus they moved on in corresponding 
lines, and in communication with each 
other* 

It was soon experienced, that, by 
the daring manccuyre of throwing 
himself, with his principal forces, into 
the rear of tj^e enemy, Buonaparte 
had necessarily exposed his own line 
of communication to be destroyed, his 
rear divisions to be cut off, and his 
supplies intercepted ; and, in short, 
had subjected himself to the very evils 
which he proposed to inflict on the 
enemy. In his rapid march from Vi- 
try to Saint Dizier, and by the closing 
and uniting of the enemy ’s armies be- 
hind him, he subjected to the ^isk of 
being cut off and destroyed the corps 
of observation intrusted to Marmont 
and Mortier, who, retreating over the 
Marne, when Blucher put himself in 
motion as above mentioned, entertain- 
ed no doubt they would be able to 
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unite themselves with Napoleon about 
Vitry, where they conceived he 'was 
making a stand, upon his usual plan 
of interposing between the two inva- 
ding armies. The presence of these 
troops was so necessary for the defence 
of the capital, that it is certainly the 
moot extraordinary part of Buona- 
parte's conduct, that he had not warn- 
ed them to retire upon Paris, since he 
did not unite them with his own army. 
The consequence was, that on the ar- 
rival of Mortier and Marmont in the 
vicinity of Vitry, where they expected 
to join Buonaparte, they found them- 
selves unexpectedly in front of the 
grand army of the allies. The mar- 
shals, thus surprised, were compiled 
to a hasty and disorderly retreat as 
far as Sezanne, harassed on all sides 
by the numerous cavalry of the allies, 
and sustaining very great loss. Thirty 
pieces of cannon were lost in the re- 
treat, much baggage cut off, and 
many prisoners taken. The cavalry 
repeatedly charged their rear- guard, 
and cut down or dispersed whole bat- 
talions. Without being actually in a 
general action, the corps sustained 
more loss than after many a well- 
fought day. Indeed, the unexpected 
and venturous movements on both 
sides in this part of the campaign, 
gave rise to events an^ concurrences 
which belong rather to the character 
of romantic narrative, than to the 
calculated chess-play of modern tac- 
tics. The next incident was one of 
this uncommon and interesting de- 
scription. 

The cavalry of the grand army be- 
ing engaged in pursuit of the corps of 
Marmont and Mortier, the infantry 
defiledtowards La Fere Champenoise, 
which the sovereigns had 
March 25. appointed for head-quar- 
ters. They had arrived 
near that place, when they heard a 
heavy firing, which seemed to ap- 
proach directly to the town. In a 


short time a large column of infantry 
was perceived marching in close order 
towards La Fere Champenoise, and 
defending themselves as they marched, 
by a fire with musketry and artillery 
upon several squadrons of cavalry, 
which hovered upon their rear and 
flanks, and charged them from time 
to time. The cavalry were soon re- 
cognized to belong to the army of 
Silesia, and the column of infantry to 
be French. The Emperor of Russia, 
who witnessed in person this unex- 
pected scene, imnjediately ordered a 
train of artillery, then on the march, 
to get into line, and interrupt by their 
fire the farther progress and escape of 
the enemy. 

The unfortunate division which thus 
fell upon Scylla, in endeavouring to 
avoid Charybdis, was a detached co- 
lumn of 5000 men, escorting from Pa- 
ris a very large convoy of ammunition 
and provisions, and other supplies, for 
Buonaparte's army. The reinforce- 
ments, as well as the supplies, were of 
the utmost conquence to him. Their 
fate afforded another instance of the 
danger of the military policy of Na- 
poleon, which, while he moved to the 
rear of the allies to annoy their line of 
communication, necessarily exposed his 
own to a similar risk. The column 
was commanded by Generals Araey 
and Pacthod, and they had proceeded 
without molestation beyond Montmi- 
rail, when their march was discovered 
by Captain Harris, aid-de-camp to Sir 
Charles Stewart, who chanced to be 
reconnoitring with a body of Cos- 
sacks, and instantly reported the in- 
cident to the general. The Prussian 
Field-Marshal immediately let loose 
upon them the cavalry of the corps of 
Kori and Basilischikoff. The French 
division finding themselves unexpect- 
edly in front of a hostile army, halt- 
ed, retreated, and by a counter-marcli 
threw themselves on the road of La 
Fere Champenoise, in the neighbour- 
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hood of which they expected to find 
the rear-guard of Buonaparte, or the 
corps of Marmont and Mortier. In- 
stead of this expectation being ful- 
filled, they fell into the very centre of 
the grand army, the artillery of which 
was immediately placed in position to 
oppose their farther progress, while 
large detachments of cavalry were dis- 
patched to second those of the^ Sile- 
sian army, already engaged on their 
flanks. The natural military spirit 
of the French appeared to great ad- 
vantage -on this occasion. This, co- 
lumn consisted entirely of young men, 
conscripts, or national guards, who 
had never before been in action ; yet, 
neither the appalling preparations for 
their destruction, nor the inequality of 
the contest, nor the astounding sur- 
prise of encountering first one and 
then a second hostile army, where they 
expected to find friends, could induce 
them to surrender. They continued 
their march, firing even upon the offi- 
cers, who, with flags of truce, advan- 
ced to beseech them to capitulate. 
One fell, who was worthy of a better 
fate than to die by the hands of his 
high-minded, though misguided coun- 
trymen, while imploring them to con- 
sider their own interest and safety. It 
was Colonel Rappatel, the friend, con- 
fidant, and aid-de-camp of Moreau, 
whom he had followed in exile, and 
from exile to the German campaigns. 
He now ^cted as aid-de-camp to the 
Emperor Alexander, by whose orders 
lie galloped toward the French co- 
lumn : he was pierced with two balls 
while he was endeavouring to explain 
to them the desperate condition in 
which they stood, and the impossibi- 
lity that their resistance could be use- 
ful or effectual. The artillery of the 
allies then opened on them, the caval- 
ry charged their broken ranks, forced 
their way through them, and made 
great slaughter. The convoy fell into 
the power of the allies, and the whple 


escort were killed or made prisoners. 
Amey and Paefhod, generals of divi- 
sion, five brigadier, generals, i 2 guns, 
nearly 5,000 men, and immense stores 
of provision, ammunition, and artil- 
lery, were the fruits of an affair more 
resembling, in all its circumstances, a 
theatrical denouement than an event 
of regular war. 

The shattered divtsions of Mortier 
and MarmoHt were in the meanwhile 
closely pursued, on the great road to 
Meaux and Paris, by the greater part 
of the allied cavalry of both armies. 
At Fertc Gauchere they were over- 
taken as they hastily marched through 
the village, charged in the flank and 
real* by the Prussian and Russian ca- 
valry, and so closely pressed that they 
found it impossible to extricate them- 
selves by the sacrifice of a strong rear- 
guard of fifteen hundred men, who 
were made prisoners. Their disastrous 
retreat was still harassed from Fert6 
Gauchere to Crecy, where, like a herd 
of deer, who endeavour, by separation, 
to divide the attention of the hounds, 
they parted into two bodies, one re- 
treating upon Meaux, the other on 
Lagny ; but both pursued, attacked, 
and losing at every mile’s march, men, 
equipage, and cannon. The soldiers, 
desperate with such continued loss, 
could with difficulty be kept from dis- 
banding ; the artillery-men cut the 
traces of their guns, and mounted the 
draught -horses, in order to effect their 
escape from the clouds of Hussars, 
Hulans, Pandours, Cossacks, Tartars, 
and light horse of every denomination, 
that pounced upon them like hawks, 
when the slightest opportunity of at- 
tack presented itself. From La Fere 
Champenoise, where their unexpected 
rencountre with the grand army com- 
menced, to the neighbourhood of Lag- 
ny and Meaux, these divisions were 
computed to have lost 8,000 men and 
80 pieces of artillery, besides immense 
quantities of baggage and ammunition. 
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And, surrounded as they were by such 
superior forces, it required no sWll 
skill in the generals, as well as steadi* 
ness and devotion in the soldiers, to 
prevent a retreat so calamitous from de- 
generating into a flight yet more dis- 
astrous and irremediable. The unex- 
pected advance of the allies gave them 
an opportunity of surprising other de- 
tached corps of the enemy. General 
Woronzow made prisoners near Ferte- 
soiis-Jouarre, 2,000 men, whom he 
surrounded in their bivouack ; and si- 
milar advantages were every where 
gained by the heads of the advancing 
columns. The grand army moved on 
to cross the Marne at Lagny, and that 
of Silesia directed itself upon Fvrte- 
80 U 8 "Jouarre, thus moving upon two 
rays of a circle, and gradually ap- 
proaching to Paris, the common cen- 
tre, beneath whose walls they expected 
to form a junction Their march was 
pressed with such expedi- 
March 27. tion, that, when the grand 
♦ army fixed its head- quar- 
ters at Collomiers, they had marched 
in three days upwards of seventy Eng- 
lish miles. 

A faint effort was made by a divi- 
sion of about 10,000 national guards, 
to stop a column of the army of Sile- 
sia, near Fert* la Jouarre, but they 
were dispersed by a chtrge of cavalry, 
headed by General Horne, who, dash- 
ing at the head of his cuirassiers into 
the very centre of the French mass of 
infantry, made prisoner with his own 
hand the general who commanded 
them. A similar attempt to defend or 
destroy the bridge over the Marne at 
Triport was also ineffectual ; and the 
army of Silesia, having effected the 
passage of that river, pressed hard up- 
on Meaux. The town was evacuated 
at their approach, by a part of the 
routed corps of Mortier, who had ta- 
ken some repose there. These men 
destroyed the bridge over the Marne, 
8 


which a double of the river renders it 
necessary again to cross at that place, 
and blew up, without any warning to 
the inhabitants, a very large magazine 
of gunpowder, shattering the buildings 
with an explosion like that of an earth- 
quake, and doing considerable damage 
to the fine old abbey. As gun-pow- 
der can always be rendered unservice- 
able to an enemy, where there is a ri- 
ver near the magazine, the measure of 
blowing it up either expressed the most 
wanton recklessness for the safety of 
the town and its inhabitants, or the 
extreme confusion and haste of the re- 
treating troops. On the evening of this 
day the vanguard of the Silesian army 
pushed on as far as Claye, dislodging 
the remnants of Marmont and Mortier’s 
divisions from a position there, after a 
sharp action. These marshals, whose 
discouraged and broken troops formed 
nevertheless the only regular forces, 
excepting the garrison of Paris, that 
could be reckoned upon for the defence 
of the capital, were now driven almost 
within its precincts. They retired on 
every point, in order to concentrate 
themselves on the strong chain of heights 
wliich cover Paris on the north-east. 

The allied armies mean- 
while moved forward on March 29. 
Paris, having left Gene- 
rals Wrede and Sacken upon the 
Marne, with a rear-guard of 30,000 
men, destined to secure the line of that 
river, and to cover their main body 
from any sudden attack by Buona- 
parte, who, it was to be presumed, 
would press after them so soon as he 
heard of the danger of his capital. 
The rest of their army moved in co- 
lumns along the three grand routes of 
Meaux, Lagny, and Soissous, thus 
threatening Paris along all its north- 
eastern quarter. The military sove- 
reigns and their victorious armies were 
now in sight of that metropolis, whose 
ruler and his soldiers had so often ami 
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so long lorded it in theirs ; of that Pa- 
ris, which, unsatisfied with her high 
rank among the cities of Europe, had 
fomented constant war until all should 
be subjugated to her empire ; of that 
proud city who boasted herself the 
first in arms and in science, the mis- 
tress and example of the civilized 
world, the depositary of all that is 
wonderful in the fine arts, and the 
dictatress as well of taste as of law to 
continental Europe. The heights 
which environ the city on the eastern 
side, ris^ abruptly •from an extensive 
plain, and form a steep and narrow 
ridge, which sinks again as suddenly 
upon the eastern quarter of the town, 
which it seems to screen as with a na- 
tural bulwark. The line of defence 
which they afford is extremely strong. 
The southern extremity of the ridge 
which rests upon the wood of Vin- 
cennes, extending southward to the 
banks of the river Marne, is called the 
heights of Belville and Romainville, 
taking its name from two delightful 
villages which occupy it, Belville being 
nearest, and Romainville most distant 
from Paris. The heights are covered 
with romantic groves, and decorated 
by many pleasant villas, with gardens, 
orchards, vineyards, and plantations. 
These, which in peaceful times are a 
favourite resort of the gay Parisians, 
on their parties of pleasure, were now 
to be occupied by other guests, and 
for fardlfierent purposes. In advance 
"of these heights, and protected by 
them, is the village of Pantin, situated 
on the great road from Bondy, To the 
left of Romainville, and more in front 
of B. lville, is a projecting eminence, 
termed the Butte de Saint Chaumont. 
The ridge there sinks and admits a 
half-finished aqueduct, called the Ca- 
nal de P Oureq. The ground then 
again rises into the bold and steep 
eminence, called Montmartyr, from 
being the supposed place of the mar- 
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tyr<lpm of St Denis, the patron of 
France From the declivity of this 
steep hill is a level plain, extending to 
the river Seine, through which runs 
the principal northern approach to Pa- 
ris from the large village of Saint De- 
nis. The most formidable pre po- 
tions had been made for maintaining 
this strong line; of defence, behind 
which the city lay shfltered. The ex- 
treme right of the French forces occu- 
•pied the wood of Vincennes, and the 
village of Charenton upon the Marne, 
and was supported by the troops sta- 
tioned on the heights of Belleville, Ro- 
mainville, and in the Butte de Chau- 
mont, which composed the right wing. 
Theft* centre occupied the line formra 
by the half-finished cartal de P Oureq, 
was defended by the village of Da Vil- 
lette, and a strong redoubt on the farm 
of Rouvroi, mounted with eighteen 
heavy guns, and by the embankments 
of the canal, and still farther protect- 
ed by a powerful artillery planted in 
the rear, on the heights of Montmar- 
tre. The left wing was thrown back 
from the village called Mon 9 eaux, near 
the north-western extremity of the 
heights, and prolonged itself to that 
of Neuilly, on the Seine, which was 
strongly occupied by •the extreme left 
of their army. Thus, with the right 
extremity of tlte army resting upon 
the river Marne, and the left upon the 
Seine, the French occupied a defensive 
semi-circular line, which could not be. 
turned, the greater part of which was 
posted on heights pf uncommon steep- 
ness, and the whole defended by 200 
pieces of cannon, placed with the ut- 
most science and judgment. It seemed 
impossible that the allies should have 
leisure or inclination to cross the tivers 
Seine or Marne, and to attack Paris 
upon the southern and undefended 
quarter. This manoeuvre was splen- 
didly successful in the following year ; 
but, in that of which we treat, it must 
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be remembered that Buonaparte, ^for- 
midable by his actual strength, and 
yet more so by the terrors of his re- 
putation, and by the spirit of resist- 
ance which his sudden approach might 
have inspired into the population of 
Pa?:is, was at the head of an unbroken 
army, somewhere in the roar of the 
allies, who therefore diad not time to 
defer the assault by operations to the 
right or left, lest he had come upon 
them while they were in the act of 
manoeuvring, or while their forces were 
divided by the river. They were there- 
fore compelled according to the vul- 
gar and expressive phrase, ** to take 
the bull by the horns,” to attack the 
enemy where he was strongest, and to 
prefer a desperate and sudden assault 
upon his position, to the slower mea- 
sures of turning it by manoeuvring on 
the left bank of either of the rivers 
on which its extremities rested. These 
circumstances, however, had little in 
them consolatory to the citizens of 
Paris, whose fate was now to depend 
on a battle fought under walls, which, 
for two centuries, had never heard a 
hostile trumpet. 

'J'hrec times since the allies crossed 
the Rhine, the capital of France had 
been menaced by the approach of 
troops within twenty miles of the city, 
but it had uniformly* been delivered 
by the active and rapid nioveniciits of 
Napoleon. Encouraged by this re- 
collertiou, the citizens without much 
alarm heard for the fourth time that 
the Cossacks had been seen at Meaux. 
Stifled rumours, however, began to cir- 
culate, that the divisions of Marmoiit 
and Mortier had sustained severe loss, 
and were in full retreat on the capital; a 
fact speedily confirmed by the long train 
of wounded who entered the barriers of 
the city, with looks of consternation 
and words of discouragement. Then 
came crowds of peasants, flying they 
knew not whither, before an enemy 


whose barbarous rapacity had been so 
long the theme of every tongue, bring- 
ing with them their half-naked and 
half- starved families, their teams, their 
carts, and such of their herds and 
household goods as they could remove 
in haste ; these unfortunate fugitives 
crowded the Boulevards of Paris, the 
usual resort of the gay world, adding, 
by exaggerated and contradictory re- 
ports, to the dreadful ideas which the 
Parisians already conceived of the ap- 
proaching storm. 

The government'J chiefly directed by 
Joseph Buonaparte, in the name of his 
sister-in-law, Maria Louisa, did all 
they could to encourage the people, 
by exaggerating their means of de- 
fence, and maintaining with effrontery, 
that the troops which approached the 
capital composed but some isolated 
column which by accident straggled 
towards Paris, wiiilc the emperor was 
breaking, dividing, and slaughtering 
the gross of the confederated army. 
So successful were the agents of the 
police in excluding all accounts of the 
real state of the country, that an Eng- 
lish officer of distinction, made prison- 
er of war in Spain, and then residing 
at St Germains, within twelve miles 
of Paris, was on the 29 th only led to 
suspect the near approach of the al- 
lies, by observing the unfortunate Jo- 
sephine, with her attendants, pass 
through the village, tier carriage 
having accidentally broke down, she 
w'as seen to weep, and heard to ex- 
claim, “ What an evil omen F’ a cir- 
cumstance which led the British gen- 
tleman for the first time to entertain 
some hope of the near approach of 
the allies to Paris, which a heavy can- 
nonade confirmed upon the ensuing 
morning. In Paris itself the light 
could not be totally shut out, but such 
rays as were admitted were higlily co- 
loured with hope, having been made 
to pass through the medium of the 
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police and public papers. 
March 27* A grand review of the 
troops, destined for the 
defence of the capital, was held upon 
the Sunday preceding the assault. 
Eight thousand troops of the line, be- 
ing the garrison of Paris, under Ge- 
neral Girard, and 30,000 national 
guards, commanded by Ilulin, govern- 
or of the city, (the ruffian who presi- 
ded in the military commission which 
authorized the murder of the Duke 
d'Enghien,) passed in order through 
the stately court of the Tuillcries, fol- 
lowed by their trains of artillery, their 
corps of pioneers, and their carriages 
for baggage and ammunition. This 
was an imposing and encouraging 
spectacle, until it was remembered 
that these forces were not designed 
to move out to distant conquests, the 
destination of many hundreds of thou- 
sands which had been paraded before 
that palace ; but that they were the 
last hope of Paris, who must defend all 
that she contained by a battle under 
her walls. The remnants of Marmont 
and Mortier's corps d\irmce made no 
part of this parade. Their diminished 
battalions, and disordered state of 
equipment, were ill calculated to in- 
spire courage into the public mind. 
They were concentrated and stationed 
on the line of defence already descri- 
bed, beyond the barriers of the city. 
But the ^marshals themselves entered 
Paris, and gave their assistance to the 
military councils of Joseph Bupna- 
parte. 

Those who composed the govern-, 
ment were far from sharing the cou- 
rage which they endeavoured to in- 
spire into the people. Sonie of its 
moit active members were observed 
to employ themselves actively in de- 
stroying the private papers which 
formed the dreadful record of the 
High Police, as it was termed ; others 
were busied in emptying the public 


cheats of treasure, and probably in 
filling their own — all were preparing 
to fly from Paris. Maria Louisa her- 
self resolved to leave the metropolis 
with her son, not being perhaps of 
opinion, that the national guard would 
be altogether willing or able to dcfpnd 
their safety, or redeem the pledge 
which Napoleoi^ had so solemnly en- 
trusted to tliem at hi^ departure. Of 
the family of Buonaparte, Joseph alone 
remained, probably conscious that, 
from repeated experience, he knew to 
hit the dexterous moment for retreat, 
and therefore might safely venture to 
let danger approach to him within a 
certain distance. He detained with 
hirri^much, as it was supposed, against 
the gram, Cambaceri^s, who, from a 
lawyer and bon vivanly had climbed 
to the dignity of a prince and high- 
chancellor of the French empire, and 
whom Buonaparte had, in one of his 
last councils, threatened to elevate to 
the honours and dangers of colonel of 
a battalion. Almost all the otlier dig- 
nitai les departed m the train of Maria 
Louisa. The ex-king of Spain pub- 
lished, on the morning of the 29th, 
a proclamation, assuring the citizens 
of Paris that “ he would remain with 
them he described the enemy as a 
single column which had approached 
from Meaux, •requiring them by a 
brief and valorous resistance to sus- 
tain the honour of the French name, 
until the arrival of the emperor, who, 
he assured the Parisians, was on full 
march to their succour. Between three 
and four o’clock on the 
next eventful morning, the March 30. 
drums beat to arms, and 
the national guard assembled in force. 
But of the thousands which obeyed 
the call, a great part were from age, 
habits, and want of inclination, unfit 
for the service demanded from them. 
Most of them w^ere kept within th 
barrier until about eleven o’clock, an 
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then, 38 their presence .became neces- 
sary, were marched to the scene of ac- 
tion, and arrayed in a second line be- 
hind the regular troops, so as rather 
to impose upon the enemy, by an ap- 
pearance of numbers, than to take a 
very active share in the contest. The 
most serviceable of the national guard 
were, however, draughted to serve as 
8harp-shooters,^nd several battalions 
were stationed to strengthen particu- 
lar points of the line. The whole of 
the troops, including many volunteers, 
who actively engaged in the defence 
of thr city, might be between 80 and 
40,000. 

I'he proposed assault of the allies 
was to be general and simultaiilrous, 
along the wliolv line of defence- "I’he 
Pnnee Royal of Wirtemberg was to 
attack the extreme right of tne French, 
in the wood of Vincennes, drive them 
from the banks of the Marne and the 
village oi Charciiton, and thus turn the 
heights of Beiieviile on the right. The 
Russian general, Rayefski, making a 
flank nsovemeiit from the public road to 
Meaux, was to direct three strong co- 
lurniib, vmUi their artillery and power- 
ful revert et, in Older to attack lu trout 
the iriiportaiit heights of B^lleviiie and 
RoiiuiJiiville, anO the villages which 
give name to them. The Russian and 
Prusbian body-guards had charge to 
attack the centre of the enemy, posted 
upon the canal de TOureq, the reserves 
of which occupied the einineiice called 
Montmartie. The army of Silesia 
was to assail the left of the Fieiich 
line, so as to turn and cany tiie heights 
oi Montmartre from the north-east. 
The third division of the allied army, 
and a strong body of cavalry, were kept 
in reserve. Belore the attack com- 
menced, two successive flags ol truce 
wc'c dispatched to summon the city 
to capitulate. Both were refused ad- 
mittance, so that tlie intention of the 
dciciidcrs of Paris appeared lixed to 
hazard an engagement. 


It was about eight o^clock when 
the Parisians, who had assembled in 
anxious crowds at the barriers of Saint 
Denis and of Vincennes, the outlets 
from Paris, corresponding with the 
two extremities of the line, became 
sensible, from the dropping succession 
of musket-shots, which bounded like 
the detached pattering of large drops 
of ravn before a thunder- storm, that the 
work of destruction was already com- 
menced. Presently platoons of musket- 
ry, with a close and heavy fire of can- 
non, from the dii*ection of Belleville, 
announced that the engagement had 
become general on that part of the line. 
Genera) Rayefski had begun the attack 
by pushing forward a column, with 
the purpose of turning the heights of 
Romamville on the right ; but its pro- 
gress having been arrested by a heavy 
fire of artillery, the French suddenly 
became the assailants, and, under the 
command of Marmont, rushed forward 
and possessed themselves of the village 
of Pantin, in advance of their line, 
an important post, which they had 
abandoned on the preceding evening, 
at the approach of the allied army. It 
was instantly recovered by the Rus- 
sian grenadiers, at the point of the 
bayonet ; and the French, although 
they several times attempted to resume 
the offensive, were driven back by the 
Russians on the villages of Belleville 
and Mesnilmontant, while the allies 
pushed forward through the wood of 
Romainville, under the acclivity of the 
heights. The most determined and 
sustained fiie was directed upon them 
from the French batteries along the 
whole line. Several of these were 
served by the youths of the Polytech- 
nic school, boys from twelve to six- 
teen years of age, who showed the 
greatest activity and the most devoted 
courage. The French infantry rushed 
repeatedly in columns from the heights, 
wfiere opportunities occurred to check 
the p:()git bb of ihe allies. They weie 
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as often repulsed by the Russians, each 
new attempt giving rise to fresh con- 
flicts and more general slaughter, while 
a continued, and dispersed combat 
of sharp-shooters took place among 
the groves, vineyards, and gardens of 
the villas, with which the ^ heights are 
covered. At length, by order of Ge- 
neral de Tolli, the Russian command- 
er-in-chief, the front attack oa the 
heights was suspended until the ope- 
rations of the allies on the other points 
should permit it to be resumed at a 
cheaper* risk of Itfss. The Russian 
regiments which had been dispersed as 
sharp-shooters, were withdrawn and 
again formed in rank, and it would 
seem that the French seized this op- 
portunity to repossess themselves of 
the village of Pantin, and to assume 
a momentary superiority in the con- 
test, 

Blucher had received liis orders late 
in the morning, and could not com- 
mence the attack so early as that up- 
on the right. About eleven o’clock, 
having contented himself with obser- 
ving and blockading a body of French 
troops, who occu pied the village of Saint 
Denis, he directed the columns of Ge- 
neral Langeron against the village of 
Aubervilliers, and, having surmounted 
the obstinate opposition which was there 
made, moved them by the road of 
Clichy, right against the extremity 
of the heights or Montmartre, whilst 
the division of Kleist and York march- 
ed to attack in flank the villages of 
La Villette and Pantin, and thus* sus- 
tain the attack on the centre and right 
of the French. The defenders, strong- 
ly intrenched and protected by pow- 
erful batteries, opposed the most formi- 
dable resistance, and, as the ground was 
broken and impracticable for cavalry, 
many of the attackingdivisions suffered 
severely* When the divisions of the Si- 
lesian army, commanded by Prince Wil- 
liam of Prussia, first came to the assist- 
ance of the original assailants upon the 


centre, the French concentrated them- 
selves on the ’strong post of La Vi- 
lette, and the farm of Rouvroy, and 
continued to offer the most desperate 
resistance in defence of these points. 
Upon the allied left wing the Prussian 
Guards, and those of Baden, threw 
themselves with rival impetuosity flito 
the village of Pantin, and carried it at 
the point of the Bayonet. During these 
advantages, the Prince Royal of Wir- 
^temberg, on the extreme left of the 
allies, had forced his way to Vincennes, 
and threatened the right of the French 
battalions posted at Belleville, as had 
been prmected in the plan of the at- 
tack. General Rayefski renewed the 
suspended assault upon these heights 
in front, when he learned that they 
were thus in some measure turned in 
flank, and succeeded in carrying those 
of Romainville with the village. Mar- 
mont and Oudinot in vain attempted a 
charge upon the allied troops, who 
had thus established themselves on the 
French line of defence. They were 
repulsed and pursued by the victors, 
who, following up their advantage, 
possessed themselves successively of 
the villages of Belleville and Mesnil- 
montant, the Butte de Saint Chau- 
mont, and the fine artillery which de- 
fended this line. About, the same time 
the village of Charonne, on the right 
extremity of the heights, was also car- 
ried, and the whole line of defence 
occupied by the right wing of the 
French fell into possession of the al- 
lies. Their light horse began to pe- 
netrate freftn Vincennes as far as the 
barriers of Pans, and their guns and 
mortars upon the heights were turned 
upon the city. The centre of the 
French army, stationed upon the canal 
de I’Ourcq, had hitherto stood firm, 
protected by the redoubt at Rouvroy 
with eighteen heavy pieces of cannon, 
and by the village of La Villette, 
which formed the key of the position. 
But the right flank of their line being 
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turned by those troops who had be- 
come possessed of Romainville,* the 
allies overwhelmed this part of the 
line also, and carrying, by assault, the 
farm of Rouvroy, with its strong re- 
doubt, and the village of La Viliette, 
drove the centre of the French back 
upon the town. A body ol French ca- 
valry attempted to check the advance 
of the allied col thri ns, * 1)111 were repul- 
sed and destroyed by a brilliant charge 
of the black liussars of Braiulenburgh. 
Me:* n while the right wing of the Si- 
lesian army approached close to the 
foot ot Montmartre, and Count Lan- 
geron’s corps was preparing to storm 
this last rtmaining defensible post, 
when a flag of truce appeared, tcy* de- 
mand a cessatioB of hostilities. 

It appears, that in the morning Jo- 
seph Buonaparte had shown himself 
to the defenders riding along the lines, 
accompanied by his staff, and had re- 
peated to all the corps^engaged, the as- 
surance that he would live and die with 
them. * There is reason to think, that, 
if he did not quite credit that such ex- 
tensive preparations for assault were 
m^de by a single division of the alhes, 
yet he believed lie had to do with only 
one of their two armies, and not with 
their united force. He was undeceived 
by a person named Peyre, called, by 
some, anengineerofficenattached to the 
staff of the governor of Paris, and, by 
others, an officei belonging to the corps 
of fii e-men in that city, Peyre, it 
seems, had fallen into the hands of a 
party of Cossacks the night before, 
and was carried in the morning to the 
presence of the Emperor Alexander, 
at Bondy. In his route he had an 
opportunity of calculating the immense 
force of the armies now under the walls 
of Paris. Through the medium of 
this officer, the Emperor Alexander 
explained the intentions of the allied so- 
vereigns, to allow fair terms to the 
city of Paris, provided it was proposed 


to capitulate ere the barriers were for- 
ced ; with the corresponding intima- 
tion, that if the defence were prolonged 
beyond that period, it would not be in 
the power either of the emperor, the 
King of Prussia, or the allied generals, 
to prevent the total destruction of the 
town. Mons. Peyre, thus erected into 
a commissioner and envoy of crowned 
headsf was set at liberty, and with 
danger and difficulty found his way 
into the French lines, through the 
shower of balls which were flying in 
every direction. He was introduced 
to Joseph, to whom he delivered his 
message, and shewed proclamations to 
the city of Paris, with which the Em- 
peror Alexander had entrusted him. 
Joseph hesitated, at first inclining to 
capitulate, then pulling up resolution, 
and determining to abide the chance 
of arms. He continued irresolute, 
blood flowing fast around him, until 
about noon ; when, the enemy’s co- 
lumns threatening an attack on Mont- 
martre, and the shells and bullets from 
the artillery, which was in position to 
cover the attempt, flying fast over the 
heads of himself and his staff, he sent 
Peyre to General Marmoiit, who acted 
as cornmander-in-chief,with permission 
to the marshal to demand a cessation 
of arms. At the same time Joseph 
himself fled with his whole attendants ; 
thus abandoning the troops, whom his 
exhortations had engaged in the bloody 
and hopeless resistance, of which he 
had solemnly promised to partake the 
dangers. Marmont, with Monkey, 
and the other generals who conduct- 
ed the defence, now saw all hopes 
of making it good at an end. The 
whole line was carried, excepting the 
single post of Montmartre, which was 
turned, and on the point of being 
stormed on both flanks, as well as in 
front ; the Prince Royal of Wirtem- 
berg had occupied Charenton, with its 
bridge over the Seine, and pushing 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. 


263 


Chap. 12.] 


forward on the high-road fi om thence 
to Paris, his advanced posts were al- 
ready skirmishing at the barriers, call- 
ed the Trone ; and a pai ty of Cossacks 
had been with difficulty repulsed from 
the Fauxboiirg St Antoine, on which 
they made a Hourrn. The city of 
Paris is merely surrounded by an or- 
dinary wall, to prevent smuggling, the 
barriers are not much stronger th^i any 
ordinary turnpike- gate, and the stock- 
ade with which they had been barri- 
caded could have been cleared away 
by a few blows of •the pioneers* axes. 
Add to this, that the heights com- 
manding the city, Montmartre except- 
ed, were in complete possession of the 
enemy ; that a bomb or two, thrown 
robably to intimidate the citizens, 
ad already fallen in the Fauxbourg- 
Montmartre and the Chaussee d’Aii- 
tin ; and it was evident that any at- 
tempt to protract the defence of Pa- 
ris, must be attended with utter ruin 
to the town and its inhabitants. Mar- 
shal Marmont, influenced by these 
considerations, dispatched a flag of 
truce to General Barclay de Tolli, 
requesting a suspension of hostilities, 
to arrange the terms on which Paris 
was to be surrendered. The armi- 


stice was granted, on condition that 
Moiftmartre, Ihe only defensible part 
of the line which the French still con- 
tinued to occupy, should be deliver- 
ed up to the allies. Deputies were 
appointed on both sides, to adjust the 
terms of surrender. These w’erc spee- 
dily settled. The French regular 
troops were permitted to retire from 
Paris unmolested, and the metropolis 
was next day to be delivered up to 
the allied sovereigns, to whose gene- 
rosity it was iccommendcd. 

Thus ended the assault of Paris, af- 
ter a bloody action, in which the de- 
fenders lost upwards of 4,000 in kill- 
ed and wounded, and the allies, wffio 
had# to storm well-defended batteries, 
redoubts, and entrenchments, perhaps 
about twice the number. They re- 
mained masters of the line at all points, 
and took nearly 100 pieces of cannon. 
When night fell, the multiplied and 
crowded watch-fires that occupied 
the whole chain of heights on which 
the victors now bivouacked, indicated 
to the astonished inhabitants of the 
French metropolis, how numerous and 
how powerful were the armies into 
whose hands the fate of war had sur- 
rendered them. 
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State of Paris during the 30/A March. — Intrigues of the Agitators to wjluence 
the Populace. — Councils of the Royalists.— Various Groups traxicrse the 
Streetsy proclaiming Louis XV I 11,-^ Their Success is at first doubtful, hut 
becomes more decided. — Intervietv of the Emperor Alemndar toilh the Parisian 
Magutracy, and its Effects on the public Mind. — The allied Sovereigns enter 
the City — The Strength of their .\rmies — Their Reception by the Citizens. 
—Movements (f Buonaparte upon Lorraine — He d feats IVinzengerode^s 
Army of Observation — Menace^ Vttry, — and is recalled by Aetvs from Pa-^ 
ris — Marches rapidly to Tropes^ Outstrips his Army, and reaches La Cour 
dc France, neAr Paris — Receives Intelligence of the Capitulation, and retires 
to Foniainhleau -^The Royalists in Paris gain Ground . — 'The Senate as- 
sembles, and decrees that Buonaparte has forfeited the Croten — Buonaparte 
harangues his soldiers, and resolves to advance on Paris — His Marshals 
advise him to abdicate — He hesitates, a7id at length consents . — Marmont 
voitti his Di ision adheres to the new Goverrminii, — and passes within the 
Lines of the Allies. — The Marshals make a Treaty for Buonaparte with the 
Allies — Its extraordinary Terms.— Account of the Regency at Blois. — Af- 
fairs at Bourdeau • . - The Duke of IVellingUm defeats Sauit before Torbes.— 
Sotdt retreats on Tholousc, where he entrenches himself strongly. — Battle of 
Tholouse . — Lord Wellington enters Tholouse, whch declares for the Bout- 
hoYis.—tciOriie from Bayonne. — Cesmtion of Hostilities. 


I HE situation^of the Parisians during 
the contest which was **10 decide the 
fate of their capital had been agitating 
and perilous. For a time they had 
listened with a sort of stupified terror 
to the distant thunders oi the battle, 
beheld the wounded and fugitives crowd 
in at the barriers, and gazed on the 
hurri'^d march of troops moving out 
in haste to reinforce the lines. At 
length the numerous crowds which as- 
sembled in the Boulevards, and parti- 
cularly in the streets near the Palais 
Royale, assumed a more active appear- 
ance. There began to emerge from 
the suburbs and lanes those dregs of 
society, whose slavish labour is only 


relieved by coarse debauchery, invisi- 
ble for the most part to the more de- 
cent classes of society, but whom peri- 
ods of public calamity or agitation bring 
into view, to add by their fermentation 
to the general confusion and terror. 
They gather in times of public dan- 
ger, as birds of ill omen and noxious 
reptiles are said to do at the rising ot 
a tropical hurricane ; and their fellow- 
citizens look with equal disgust and 
dread upon faces and figures as strange 
to them as if they had issued from 
some distant and savage land. Paris, 
like every great metropolis, has her 
share, and more than her share, of this 
unwholesome population. It was tke 
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frantic convocations of this class which 
had at once instigated and carried into 
effect the princip il horrors of the Re- 
volution, and they seemed now resolved 
to signalize its conclusion by the de- 
struction of the capital Most of these 
banditti were under the influence of 
Buonaparte’s police, and were stimula- 
ted by the various arts which his emis- 
saries employed. At one time horsemen 
galloped through the crowd, exhorting 
them to take arm , and assuring them , 
that Buon iparte had already attacked 
the reaf of the aHies. Again they 
were told, that the King of Prussia was 
made prisoner, with a column of ten 
thousand men. At other times, similar 
emissaries, announcing that the allies 
had entered the suburbs and were spa- 
ring neither sex nor age, exhorted the 
citizens to shut their shops and pre- 
pare to defend their houses. Placards 
were actively distributed by the satel- 
lites of Napoleon. One had for title, 

“ Shall we suft'er ourselves to be burnt ? 
Shall we suffer ourselves to be pil- 
laged and, representing the most ob- 
stinate defence as the only means of 
averting the menaced evils, it recom- 
mended measures which, in the cir- 
cumstances, could have had no other 
effect than to have rendered them 
inevitable ; — to take up the pavement 
and barricade the streets, — to pull 
the roofs from the houses, and con- 
vert them into stations for musket- 
ry, by striking out loop-holes in the 
' walls and barricading the windows, — 
to throw stones and boiling oil upon 
the assailants when they should enter 
the barriers. Have we not guns,” 
exclaimed this inflammatory produc- 
tion, « and bayonets, and pikes, and 
iron-bars ? — May we not garrison and 
defend our houses — fill the upper sto- 
ries with paving, stones— dig trenches 
across the streets, or barricade them 
with our carriages ? — The enemies, if 
thus opposed, must retreat, or be de- 
stroyed long ere they penetrate to tUe^ 


cenij-e of Paris.” This invitation to 
make such sacrifices in behalf of a fo- 
reign and tyrannical despot, as the in- 
habitants of Zaragoza had submitted 
to in defence of their national iiide- 
endence, was ill received by the in- 
abitarits. A free state has millkms 
of necks, but a despotic government is 
in the situation desire^ by the imperial 
tyrant — it has but one. When it was 
obvious that the Emperor Napoleon 
had lost his ascendancy, no shop-keep- 
er in Paris was fool enough to risk in 
his cause his shop, his family, and his 
life, or to consent to measures for pre- 
serving the capital, which were to com- 
mence by abandoning to the allied troops 
and the scum of their own population 
all that was, to him individually, worth 
fighting for. The placards we have 
mentioned were pulled down, there- 
fore, as fast as they were pasted up ; 
and there was an evident disposition, 
on the part of the better class of citi- 
zens and the national guards, to dis- 
courage all councils which termed to 
stimulate resistance to the desperate 
extremity therein recommended. 

But the frantic agitation of rfie 
lower orders continued, assuming al- 
ternately the symptoms of panic ter- 
ror, of rage, and ofl despair. Many 
labourers, boatmen, and*other indigent 
classes, furiously demanded arms to 
march against the allies. They were 
directed to the Place de Vendomc, 
where pikes were distributed to them. 
But this republican weapon was re- 
jected with anger and disdain, and the 
cry became loud for fire-arms. Some 
hundred muskets were then given to 
them, but fortunately not in numbers 
sufficient to give their party an ascen- 
dancy within Paris sufficient tb anti- 
cipate the allied troops in plundering its 
wealth, and then to contest with them 
possession of the blood-stained desola- 
tion to which they might have reduced 
it. The better class of citizens, far 
from listening to those who urged suck 
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desperate counsels, persisted in ^heir 
determination to continue the defence 
of the town no longer than was con- 
sistent with its safety, or rather its 
existence ; and the fervid exhortations 
of the imperialists, as well as the cla- 
mojirsofthe inhabitantsof the suburbs, 
who could lose nothing in the hazard 
but their lives, were, both lost upon 
the impassive composure of the bur- 
ghers and national guard. It is pro- 
bable, however, if Buonaparte could 
have thrown himself at that moment 
into the town, to enforce by his name 
and authority the desperate measures 
which his emissaries could only re- 
commend, that the issue might have 
been such as would have fully avefiged 
the conflagratioH of Moscow. But for 
the protection of the innocent, and 
for preventing the numberless crimes 
and nameless miseries which must have 
arisen from a conflict in the streets of 
Paris, Heaven was pleased to direct 
otherwise the termination of the 3()th 
of Mairch. At sunset all was quiet, 
nor was it generally known in Paris 
what had been the precise issue of the 
fight, or what were likely to be the 
events of the succeeding day. Bat 
when the flight of Joseph Buonaparte, 
and the skirmislies at the barrier of 
the Trone, became publicly known, 
few doubted that the ’allies had been 
successful on all points, and that fur- 
ther resistance was impracticable. 

While the mass of the inhabitants 
were at rest, exhausted by the fatigues 
and anxieties of the day, many secret 
conclaves, on different principles, were 
held in the city of Paris 
March 30. upon the night after the 
assault. Some of these 
even yet endeavoured to re-organize 
the means of resistance, and some to 
find out what modern policy has call- 
ed a MczzO’terminey some third expe- 
dient, between the risk of standing by 
Napoleon and that of recalling the ba- 
nished family. Of these, the councils of 
8 


the royalists alone are known, because 
they only had an interest in making 
them public. Monsieur had, on enter- 
ing France, published a proclamation, 
inviting the people to join the standard 
of his brother, and promising an abo- 
lition of the conscription and all vexa- 
tious taxes and burthens. Two young 
royalists of Paris, becoming printers 
in the exigence of circumstances, con- 
trived to reprint this manifesto, and 
throw off a thousand copies, which 
were carefully dispersed by trusty 
hands among all cUsses of society. But 
this was not the only preparation of 
the public mind for a change so won- 
derful as that from Napoleon to Bour- 
bon, In the assembly of royalists, on 
the evening of the 30th March, it was 
proposed that five hundred gentlemen, 
in arms, should assemble on horse- 
back in the morning, and proclaim the 
restoration of the Bourbons on the 
Place Louis Quinze. On better con- 
sideration, the idea of assuming any 
appearance of force was laid aside, and 
it was agreed to send a deputy from 
the body to learn, if possible, the in- 
tentions of the allies. Monsieur de 
Douhet was sent upon this errand, 
who escaped from the city with diffi- 
culty, obtained the necessary inform- 
ation, and returned to acquaint his 
friends that the allies were determined 
to avoid all appearance of dictating 
any family or mode of government to 
France, and that their declaration in 
favqur of the Bourbons could only be 
the result, though the willing and joy- 
ful one, of a public demonstration in 
behalf of that family. The royal- 
ists, apprized of this resolution, resol- 
ved to spare no exertions on their part 
to induce the public to take a deter- 
mined part in the cause, which alone 
could be effectually put in opposition 
with that of Buonaparte. 

In pursuance of this 
agreement, various small March 31. 
groups of royalists ren- 
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dezvoused early in the morning of the 
ensuing day in the Place Louis Quinze, 
the gardens of the Tuillerics, the Bou- 
levards, and other principal places of 
public resort. They read aloud and 
distributed a proclamation, signed by 
the generalissimo of the allies, with 
which Monsieur de Douhet had been 
* supplied when at the head-quarters on 
the above-mentioned mission o£ the 
Parisian royalists. It plainly indica- 
ted, though it did not precisely name, 
the course which the people of Paris 
ought t6 pursue, it declared the am- 
bitious and oppressive government of 
Buonaparte to be an insuperable ob- 
stacle to peace, — announced that it 
was in the power of the city of Paris 
to accelerate the pacification of the 
world, — alluded with obvious favour 
to the declaration of the city of Bour- 
deaux, and the peaceful occupation of 
Lyons, — and concluded, that in these 
examples was to be found the termi- 
nation of foreign war and domestic 
discord, which would be in vain sought 
elsewhere. ‘‘ Europe in arms,’’ said 
the general, “ addresses herself to you 
from under your own walls. Hasten 
to answer the confidence which she re- 
poses in your patriotism and your pru- 
dence.”-^Strengthcned by so power- 
ful a document from the hands of those 
who might have commanded instead of 
advising, the royalists commenced their 
perilous task, for such it still was, by 
reading the proclamation to the com- 
' mon people, and concluding with the 
long-silenced watch-word of Vive le 
Roi I Few or none at first dared to 
re-echo a signal, so long proscribed 
that it was almost forgotten by the 
vulgar. Yet they listened with pa- 
tience to the exhortations of the roy- 
alists, who now made temporary stand- 
ards of their neckcloths and hand- 
kerchiefs, and paraded the streets on 
horseback, assuming the white cock- 
ade, the lilies, and other emblems of 


the old government. Gradually and 
slowly they obtained reinforcements. 
The ladies of their party came to their 
assistance. The Princess .of Leon, 
the Vicomptesse de Chateaubriand, 
the Comptesse de Choiseul, and other 
women of rank, joined the processjon, 
distributing on all hands the emblems 
of royalty, and^ tearing parts of their 
dress to make white* cockades when 
their stock was exhausted. The fire, 
when it was once fairly kindled, began 
to communicate itself, and at length 
to blaze out strongly. Many of the 
national guard tore the tricoloured 
cockade from their hats, and replaced 
it with that which was distributed by 
thc&li fair recruiters. A whole piquet- 
guard in the Rue St Honore took the 
badge of royalty at once, and the com- 
mon people, moved by the declaration 
that it was the signal of general peace, 
and of the termination of the odious 
conscription and the vexatious imposts, 
began loudly to join the acclamations 
of the royalists. Still the voices were 
far from unanimous. In some districts 
the loyal cavalcades were insulted by 
the people, in others stopped, attacked, 
and wounded by the patroles and mili- 
tary. One party of royalists was even 
put under arrest, but soon released by 
the interference of thefT companions. 
The populace of the suburbs retained a 
discontented and threatening aspect,, 
which only the vicinity of the allies pre- 
vented from breaking out into open 
violence. But the predominating force 
under the walls of Paris was now about 
to enter them, and their display of 
numbers and strength was such as ex- 
ceeded tenfold the anticipation of the 
citizens of Paris, to whom the bulle- 
tins of Buonaparte had so ofN^n de- 
tailed the discomfiture, slaughter, and 
dispersion of the allied armies. 

The sovereigns received the magi- 
stracy of Paris at the village of Pantin, 
previous to their solemn entry into 
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the city. The words o£ the Emp^eror 
Alexander on this occasion were re- 
markable : “ Your emperor called him- 
self my ally, but thrice deceived me. 
He invaded the very centre of my em- 
pire, and inflicted evils of which the 
trapes will long remain indelible. But 
I do not come to retaliate these inju- 
ries. I am at peace \^dth France, and 
it is with Napoleon alone that I am at 
war.’^ He promised at the same time 
his protection to the city ot Paris, and 
expressed his willingness to treat with 
any government which France might 
adopt, that was sincerely desirous to give 
peace to that kingdom and to Europe. 
These gracious expressions generally 
diffused thr{'ugh the citizens of Paris 
that gratitude to the allied sovereigns, 
which naturally arose when the fears 
whicii they had been taught Lo enter- 
tain of a barbarous and vindictive ene- 
my were found lo be delusive. An 
immense crowd filled the Boulevards, 
(a large wide open promenade, which, 
under <i variety of distinctive names, 
forms a circuit round the city,) in order 
to witness the entrance of the allied 
sovereigns and their army, whom, in 
the succession of four - and -tweniy 
hours, this mutable people were dis- 
posed to regard aw friends rather than 
enemies, — a disposition which increa- 
sed until it amounted *to enthusiasm 
for the persons of those princes against 
whom a bloody battle had been fought 
yesterday under the walls of Paris, in 
evidence of which mortal strife there 
still remained blackening in the sun 
the unburied thousands who had fall- 
en on both sides. There was in this 
a trait of national character. A French- 
man submits with a good grace, and 
apparent or real complaisance, to that 
which he cannot help ; and it is not 
the least advantage of his philosophy, 
that it entitles him afterwards to plead 
that his submission flowed entirely 
from good-will, and not from con- 
straint. Many of those who on the 


preceding day were forced to fly from 
the heights which defend Paris, thought 
themselves at liberty next morning to 
maintain, that the allies had entered 
the capital only by their consent and 
permission, because they had joined in 
the plaudits which accompanied their 
arrival. To vindicate, therefore, their 
city from the disgrace of being entered 
by fo\*ce, as well as giving way to the 
real enthusiasm which was suddenly 
inspired by the exchange of the worst 
evils which a conquered people have 
to dread for the prt)mised blessings of 
an honourable peace and interna) con- 
cord, the Parisians received the Em- 
peror and King of Prussia with such 
general and unremitting plaudits as 
might have accompanied their tr um- 
phal entrance into their own capitals. 
Even at their first entrance within the 
barriers, we learn from Sir Charles 
Stewart^s official dispatch, the crowd 
was already so enormous, as well as 
the acclamations so great, that it was 
difficult to move forward ; but before 
the monarchs had reached the porte 
St Martin to turn on the Boulevards, 
there was a moral impossibility of pro- 
ceeding ; all Paris seemed to be assem- 
bled and concentrated in one spot- 
one spring evidently directed all their 
movements. They thronged around 
the monarchs, with the most unani- 
mous shouts of l ive PEmpereur Alex^ 
andre J Vive le lioi de Prmsc ! min- 
gled with tlu* loyal exclamations Vive 
leRoi! Vive Louis X V III. ! Vivent les 
Bourbons ! To such unexpected una- 
nimity might be applied the words of 
Scripture quoted by Clarendon on a 
similar occasion, “ God had prepared 
the people, for the thing was done 
suddenly.'* The procession lasted 
several hours, during which 50,000 
chosen troops of the Silesian and grand 
army filed along the Boulevards in 
broad and deep columns, exhibiting a 
whole forest of bayonets, mingled with 
long trains of artillery, and preceded 
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by numerous regiments of cavalry of 
every description. Nothing surprised 
those who witnessed this magnificent 
$j)ectacle more than the high state of 
good order and regular equipment in 
which the men and horses appeared. 
They seemed rather to resemble troops 
, drawn from peaceful quarters to some 
grand or solemn festival, than regi- 
ments engaged during a long Winter 
campaign inconstant marches and coun- 
ter-marches, as well as in a succession 
of the fiercest and most sanguinary 
conflict's, and who*had fought a gene- 
ral action but the day before. After 
making the circuit of Pans by the in- 
terior Boulevards, the monarchs halt- 
ed in the Champs Elysees, and the 
troops passed in review before them 
as they were dismissed to their quar- 
ters in the city. The Cossacks of the 
guard established their bivouack in 
the Champs Elysees themselves, which 
may be termed the Hyde- Park of Pa- 
ris, and which was thus converted in- 
to a Scythian encampment. 

When the enthusiasm, which had 
converted a day of degradation into 
one of joy and festivity, began to sub- 
side, the perilous question occurred to 
those who found themselves suddenly 
embarked in a new revolution. Where 
were Napoleon and his army, and what 
means does his active and enterprizing 
genius possess of still re-establishing 
his' aff airs and taking vengeance on his 
^ revolted capital ? That terrible and evil 
spirit, which had so long haunted ^heir 
very dreams, and who had been well 
termed the Night-mare of Europe, 
was not yet conjured down, though 
for the present he exercised his mini- 
stry elsewhere. All trembled for the 
consequence of his suddenly returning 
ill full force, combined either with the 
troops of Augereau or the garrisons 
withdrawn from the frontier fortress- 
es. But their fears were without foun- 
dation ; for, though he was not person- 
ally distant, his powers of inflicting 
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vengeancewerc now limited.— We pro- 
ceed to trace his progress after hit 
movement eastward, from the neigh- 
bourhood of Vitry to St Dialer, which 
had permitted the union of the two 
allied armies. 

At St Dizier, Napo- * 

leon was joined by Cau- March 23. 
laincourt, who, is bt^ie- 
ved, brought him the first intelligence 
of the rupture of the congress at Cha- 
tillon. It made no alteration, however, 
on his resolution to continue his march 
to Lorraine, and to act upon the com- 
munication of the allies with Germany. 
His light horse had already commenced 
operations of this nature, and inter- 
cepfed some prisoners of consequence, 
chiefly diplomatic characters, wiio were 
travelling, as they supposed, in the rear 
of the allied armies, between Dijoil 
and Troyes. Among these was Ba- 
ron Weissenbourg, who had been the 
Austrian envoy at the court of I^on- 
don. It is supposed that in thus scour- 
ing the highways with his (Rivalry, 
Buonaparte's chief object was to se- 
cure the person of Monsieur, who was 
known to be in Franche Cornptr, and 
without any escort, and also that of 
the Emperor Francis. Tlie latter pla- 
ced himself out ol* his son-in-law's 
reach by a forced martrh of thirteen 
leagues, from •Bar-sur- Aube to Cha- 
tillon-sur-Seine, from which he retreat- 
ed afterwards to Dijon ; and Monsieur 
also was so happy as to escape the 
researches of Buonaparte, who did not 
push his light troops so far as Vesoul. 
Hitherto Napoleon’s course had been 
to the east, but he now directed it 
straight southward, wnicli seemed to 
indicate his purpose of forming a junc- 
tion with Augereau, while in hi^ march 
he destroyed the magazines and inter- 
cepted the supplies of the grand allied 
army. He halted the 
next day at Doulcvent. March 24. 
In this neighbourhood 
be paused, anxious to concentrate hi) 
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forces, and learn, if possible, news ^rom 
Paris, or intelligence concerning the 
march of the grand army of the allies, 
which hefconcluded must have follow- 
ed him from Arcis. He was strength- 
ened in this opinion by learning that 
his^rear guard, under Macdonald, had 
been attacked near St Dizier by the 
allies in force. ^Instructions were im- 
mediately dispatched to the Marshal 
to ascertain the strength of the troops 
wiio were thus acting in his rear, and 
all reports agreed in describing them 
as consisting of a large division of ca- 
valry and artillery, which had not 
shewn a single company of infantry. 
In truth, the corps which thus watch- 
ed the rear of Napoleon’s army ‘was 
that of Winzengerode, who, as already 
mentioned, had been detached with 
10,(X)0 horse and 50 guns from the 
allied armies, to disguise the move- 
ment of the allies on Paris, and to 
hang upon the rear of Buonaparte. 
Napoleon, notwithstanding the suspi- 
cious circumstance of their having pre- 
sented no infantry, persisted in belie- 
ving that these troops were the van of 
the allied armies, and that their main 
body could not be far distant, and 
was probably disunited. He instant- 
ly counter-marchtd upon Vassy, and 
from thence oi^ St Dizier, thus return- 
ing to the town he had^occupied three 
days before, the Russian squadrons 
of observation retiring as he advan- 
ced, At St Dizier, he 
March 26. found the whole corps of 
Winzengerode drawn up 
along the opposite bank of the Marne, 
and occupying the high-road to Vitiy. 
Oudinot received orders to attack the 
left of the enemy in the town of St 
Diziei^, while Napoleon, passing the 
river at a ford near Valcour, turned 
their right. The allied cavalry, whose 
business it was rather to make a shew 
of force than to attempt substantial 
resistance against the whole army of 
N^poleon^ gave way in a few minutes, 


and retreated in some disorder upon 
Bar-sur-Oriiain, not without loss in 
slain and prisoners, besides two or three 
pieces of artillery. But to all effectual 
purposes ol the campaign, Buonaparte 
might as well have combated an un- 
substantial phantom. It would seem 
that he must have learned from the^ 
prisoners the real strength and isolated 
charapcter of the division with which 
he had been engaged. Yet it is un- 
certain whether he did not still regard 
them as the van-guard of the allies ; 
for, instead of coufiter-marchihg upon 
Paris with all the speed which was 
possible, he lost another day in endea- 
vouring to get possession of Vitry, (a 
post now of little consequence,) where 
he again found the same 
intractable Prussian com- March 27* 
mandant, as unwilling as 
ever to surrender the place. The can- 
non and howitzers were already got 
into position for attacking the town, 
when, ere their lire commenced, Buo- 
naparte, fortunately for the inhabitants 
of Vitry, received the first indirect 
intelligence that the allied armies were 
united and marching on Paris. There 
is a vacillation in his subsequent move- 
ments, for which it is impossible to 
account, unless we suppose him stun- 
ned even to vertigo by the informa- 
tion he had received. He suspended 
his attack on Vitry ; but, instead of 
instantly pressing forward on Paris, 
either by the road of Sezanne or Cha- 
lons,. which would have brought him 
on the rear of the allied armies, or by 
that of Troyes, which would have 
placed him on their left 
flank, we find him on the March 28. 
succeeding day once more 
at Doulevent, thirty miles farther from 
Paris than on the 27th, and removed 
from all the great routes which lead to 
the capital, — the very same point, in 
short, which he had occupied five days 
before. It seems most probable that 
this lateral movement was necessary 
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to collect and embody his forces, un. 
less we suppose Napoleon hesitated 
whether or no he should abandon Pa- 
ris to its fate, and unite his army with 
that of Augereau. If so, he had on 
mature reflection renounced that alter- 
native ; for, on the fol- 
March 29. lowing morning at day- 
break, all his army was 
in rapid march, pressing on with«8uch 
haste that the artillery and cavalry 
made eleven French leagues through 
cross-roads the first day. Baggage, 
caissons,* and carriages, were abandon- 
ed in their haste. At tl^ bridge of 
Doulancourt, on the banks of the 
Aube, Buonaparte received the first 
direct intelligence from Paris which 
he had got for ten days. He met the 
courier near the bridge, and, surround- 
ed by his marshals and generals, who 
waited in breathless anxiety the news 
from the capital, he dismounted in a 
small meadow and perused the fatal 
dispatches. They informed him that 
the allies were under the walls of his 
capital, and an assault hourly expect- 
ed. It is vain to enquire with what 
agony he must have looked back on the 
five days since the 23d, which had been 
wasted in useless marches and counter- 
marches, and petty expeditions against 
unimportant towns and a flying corps 
of observation, and which now left him 
many miles distant from Paris, where 
his •presence vvas so vitally essential. 
It is said that after perusing these 
dispatches, which made him sensible 
of the extremity in which he was pla- 
ced, he set at liberty Baron Weissem- 
bourgh, the Austrian minister, with a 
commission to implore the emperor’s 
protection for his wife and child. He 
dispatched other envoys on the same 
errand to Dijon, to which the fear of 
the French light troops had compelled 
Francis to retreat. But the falling 
ruler of France was too late in claim- 
ing a protection which he had rejected 
with scorn while he conceived himself 


able to support himself without it. In 
the mean while, he accelerated his march 
on the capital, and arrived at Troyes 
with his guard about midnight, or 
early on the morning of 
the eventful day when March 30. 
the fate of Paris was de- ^ 

cided. In the course of his march he 
dispatched contradictory orders to the 
capital. Those lirst seSt from Doulan- 
court, while surrounded with his offi- 
cers, who filled his ears with anxious 
predictions concerning the safety of 
Paris, were carried by General De- 
jeau, and recommended that the city 
should not be endangered by a protract- 
ed resistance, in case defence should 
apptftr unavailing. As he journeyed 
on in haste, vexation^ and anger, his 
mandates assumed a severer character. 
From Troyes he dispatched to Paris 
different orders by his aid-de-camp 
Girardin, commanding that the town 
should be defended to the last extre- 
mity, and, even if the northern part 
of it should be forced, that they«hould 
destroy the bridges, and continue to 
defend that half which is situated on 
the left-hand bank of the Seine, -^a 
sentence which consigned to destruc- 
tion the richer and far more beautiful 
portion of the towir, with the royal 
palace, museum of th^ arts, and all 
that they contained. It was somewhat 
like defending the borough of South- 
wark after London and Westminster 
had been sacked. We conceive, how- 
ever, that the import of these orders 
has been greatly exaggerated, to heap 
odium on Buonaparte in the eyes of 
the Parisians. They occur in the work 
of Beauchamp, which is in general au- 
thentic j but he has given us no do- 
cuments in support of the statement, 
nor has he averred it so positively as 
if he himself had been convinced oi its 
truth. 

On the morning of the 30th Napo- 
leon resumed his march, himself al- 
ways in the vani and heading a column 
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formed of his guards. Better nourish- 
ed, clothed, and equipped than the 
rest of the army, they supported those 
repeated and exhausting forced march- 
es more easily ; but even they were 
unable to keep pace with their mas- 
ter's impatience. At five leagues from 
Troyes, Buonaparte and about fifty 
attendants took post-horses and car- 
riages, and, followed at some distance 
by a chosen detachment of fifteen hun- 
dred cavalry of his guard, he pushed 
forward on the road to Sens before his 
army. This is not the nearest road to 
Paris from Troyes, but it may be sup- 
posed that the light troopsor .small gar- 
risons of the allies rendered the direct 
route dangerous. Wherever he tame 
he issued ordersoto prepare rations for 
150,000 men, whom he announced to 
be following him. In this extraordi- 
nary manner Buonaparte passed Mo- 
ret and Fontainbleau, and came to a 
post-house called La Cour de France, 
near Suvissy, about four leagues from 
the capital. It was apparently his in- 
tention to throw himself into Paris, 
and direct personally the measures of 
defence. But it was necessary to know 
if the city yet held out. 
March 31. He dispatched, there- 
fore, an aid-de-camp to 
Paris, and, exhausted by fatigue and 
emotion, laid himself un a bed in the 
village inn, and slept soundly. His 
envoy found that the capitulation had 
just been signed ; he instantly return- 
cd with the intelligence to his master, 
whom, to his surprise, he met on the 
road. Buonaparte's slumber had not 
been long, and so soon as he awaked, 
ere it was yet light, he set out on 
the road to Paris in a chaise-and-four, 
attended by four other carriages, ha- 
ving the drivers in his own livery, and 
without any escort, in order to take 
the chance of meeting cither his aid- 
de camp, or some other person ca- 
pable of giving him authentic inform, 
^tion respecting the state of the capi- 


tal. So soon as he saw the officer re- 
turning, Buonaparte dismounted from 
his carriage, as did Caulaincourt, Ber- 
trand, and others in attendance, and 
eagerly entered into conversation with 
him. Learning that Paris was in the 
hands of the allies, he returned on foot 
towards La Cour de France, reason-^ 
ing with his attendants upon the news 
which he had just learned. The Em- 
peror of France could then hardly be 
said to be at the head even of a de- 
tachment ; only a few straggling sol- 
diers were to bt‘ seen, who had 
lighted fires, and stretched themselves 
around them in the extremity of lassi- 
tude. Among these were soldiers of 
the Imperial Guard confounded with 
the other stragglers. In truth, even 
the guard was completely exhausted ; 
the remaining columns of the army 
had not yet appeared, and must be 
expected in an equal state of fatigue 
and disorganization. Among the fifty 
thousand chosen troops of the allies 
who that morning defiled through Pa- 
ris, and twice that number at least 
who remained without the walls, it 
seems wonderful that a regiment of 
hussars, or a pulk of Cossacks, had 
not been detached on the roads to the 
south, in which direction it was at 
least an equal chance that Buonaparte 
should make his appearance. By ne- 
glecting this obvious precaution, not 
only an invaluable opportunity was 
lost of securing his person, but a great 
risk was incurred. Had Napoleon been 
able to force forward his army with 
rapidity similar to his own movements, 
it cannot be denied that his presence 
would have had the effect of a very 
untimely and unpleasant surprise ; or 
could he even have thrown himself 
singly into Paris before the capitula- 
tion was signed, his authority among 
his numerous partizans might have re- 
organized some scheme of further de- 
fence. But all chance of this was now 
over, and Buonaparte retreated unma* 
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lested to Fontainbleau, within twenty 
milea of Paris, to collect and embody 
his scattered army, with the purpose 
of uniting it to that which had evacu- 
ated the capital, and was falling back 
on Orleans and the line of the Loire. 
In the mean time he dispatched Cau- 
laincourt to Paris, with instructions to 
Terjew, if possible, those negociations 
which his haughty demands at Chatil- 
lon had so imprudently broken off. He 
is also said to have meditated a catas- 
trophe, which would have made the 
close of* his reign more fatal to the 
city of Paris than even its duration. 
In the great powder-magazine at Gre- 
nellcs, close by the town, there was an 
immense stock of ammunition, amount- 
ing to twenty-four thousand cwt. of 
gunpowder in grains, besides five mil- 
lions of cartridges, twenty- five thou- 
sand cartridges for artillery, and five 
thousand charged bombs. Major de 
Lescourt, the director of the maga- 
zine, avers, that on the evening of the 
30lh a colonel of artillery appeared at 
the gate of St Dominic, and delivered 
orders to him to blow up this im- 
mense magazine. As the explosion 
must have laid in ruins all the adjacent 
■^quarter of the city, Lescourt grew 
pale and appeared confused when he 
lieard this terrible mandate uttered. 

Do you hesitate said the superior 
officer. Afraid it might be committed 
to other hands, the director affect- 
ed obedience, and the officer retired. 
•As the order was not communicated 
through the ordnance department, 'the 
major remained convinced that it ema- 
nated directly from Napoleon himself. 
It has been since contended that there 
was an error in the delivery of the 
message, and that the command only 
extended to throwing the powder into 
the Seine. The mistake, if it existed, 
was one of some importance, and Paris 
escaped from its consequences as if by 
miracle. 

VOL. VII. PART I. 


The mission of Caulaincourt was 
unsuccessful. The allied sovereigns 
announced their determination not 16 
treat with Buonaparte upon apy terms, 
nor with any of his family ; but they 
declared that, on the other hand, they 
respected the integrity of France, dis- 
owned all views of making conquests 
at her expence, and were willing to 
guarantee any constitution which her 
legislature might propose to adopt. 
This annunciation greatly increa^jed 
the number of royalists, and it was 
followed up by a declaration of the 
municipal council of Paris, denouncing 
Buonaparte as author of every evil 
which had overwhelmed France, and 
expressing the most ardent wish to 
return under the authority of their le- 
gitimate sovereign. To the effect of 
this declaration was added the impulse 
communicated to public opinion by aa 
eloquent pamphlet, entitled Buona^ 
imrle et Ics Bourbons. Ten thousand 
copies were dispersed in ten days. It 
places the misfortunes of tlie hopse o£ 
Bourbon in the most marked contrast 
with the ambitious projects and crimes 
of their rival. Monsieur de Chateau- 
briand, the author, had prepared it for 
the press nearly a month before the 
capitulation, and liis,wife during that 
period had concealed tlve manuscript 
in her bosom. • It produced its lull 
effect on the public mind, winch was 
now ripe for a counter revolution. But 
it was necessary there should he a 
declaration against Napoleon, and ia 
favour of Louis XVJIL, pronounced 
through some branch of the national 
representation, and it was difficult to 
find one of a character sufficiently re- 
spectable, The searching genius of 
Talleyrand discovered this organ yvhere 
few would have looked for it, — in the 
Conservative Senate, namely, whose 
members had been so long the tools of 
Buonaparte's wildest projects, and the 
echoes of his most despotic decrees, 
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that very body of which he himself 
said, with equal bitterness and truth, 
that they were more eager to yield up 
national eights than he had been to de- 
mand the surrender, and that a sign 
from him had always been an order for 
ih^ senate, who hastened uniformly to 
anticipate and exceed his demands. Yet 
when, on the summons of Talleyrand, 
who knew well with whom he was 
dealing, this senate was 
A])ril 1. convoked, in a meeting 
attended by sixty-six of 
their number, forming a majority of 
the body, they at once, and without 
hesitation, named a provisional govern- 
ment, consisting of Talleyrand, Bour- 
nonville, Jaucourt, Dalberg, and the 
Abbe de Montesquieu, men recom- 
mended by talents and moderation, and 
whose names, known in the revolu- 
tion, might be a guarantee to those 
who dreaded a renovation of the old 
despotic government with the restora- 
tion of the ancient race of 
Ainilff,. kings. On the succeeding 
day the axe was laid to the 
root. A decree of the senate resolved, 
tl\^t Buonaparte had forfeited all right 
to the throne, and that the nation and 
army were absolved from their oath of 
alleg*ance to himt When this decisive 
step was taken, ir became evident how 
littlv' hold Napoleon pcally possessed 
on the affectious of hivS late subjects. 
All the public bodies, the communities 
around Paris, and most individuals of 
importance, sent in successively their 
adhesion to the provisional government; 
and from the number of cmirtent officers 
who adopted this resolution, it seemed 
plain that the army, in whole or in 
art, was likely to separate itself from 
is cause. Waiting tin* success of this 
cneral impulse, and unwilling, per 
aps, to shed more blood, the allied 
sovereigns contented themselves with 
fortifying the heights which they had 
gained, without making any serious 
demon sttation against Fontaiiibleau, 


where the scattered forces of Napoleon 
were beginning to rendezvous and 
draw to a head. 

The divisions of his army, as they 
arrived, were placed in echellon at 
Essonc, as with the purpose of march- 
ing on Paris. At length he 
deemed them sufficiently April 3. 
numerous to receive a com- 
iiiunk:ation of his pleasure. After 
drawing out and haranguing the fine 
body of veterans called the Old Guard, 
he informed them, that the enemy, 
having gained thw^e days march on 
them, were possessed of Paris,— -that 
factious men, the dregs of emigration, 
had displayed the white cockade, — 
that in a few days he would attack, 
and drive them from his capital. “ Sol- 
diers,'* he continued, “ 1 have relied 
on you-— will you justify my confi- 
dence V* A hundred voices from the 
ranks replied in the affirmative.— 
“ Ours,'* added Napoleon, “ is the 
tricoloured cockade— rather than re- 
nounce it let us die on the ground that 
bore us!*^— He did not wait for an 
answer to this speech, but hastily re- 
entered the palace. The common sol- 
diers were divided in opinion, but most 
of them, with military faith, felt for 
their general in his distress, and deter- 
nuiifd to adhere to his cause. The 
officers, excepting the Poles and Ita» 
lians, of whom there were many in his 
service, could not be so well relied 
on. To advance upon the capital was 
to occasion its inevitable destruction ; 
and Paris has, to the car of every 
Frenchman, a sacred and inviolable 
sound. The marshals, in particular, 
were weary of a war, in which each of 
them had been left successively with- 
out adequate means of resistance, to 
stem, or attempt to stem, a superior 
force of the enemy, and sure to be held 
up to public censure in the next bul- 
letin in case of failure, though placed 
in circumstances which rendered suc- 
cess impossible. These generals werp 
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more capable than the army at large 
of comprehending the nature of the 
war in which they were likely to be 
engaged, and of appreciating the diffi- 
culties of a contest which was to be 
maintained in future without money, 
ammunition, or supplies, excepting 
such as should be extorted from that 
•part of the country over which they 
held military possession ; and. this, 
not only against all the allies now in 
France, and the insurgent corps of 
royalists in the west, but also against 
a second or reserved line of three or 
four hundred thousand Russians, Aus- 
trians, and other allied troops, which 
had not yet crossed the frontier. They 
agreed among themselves that the fall 
of their master could not be prevented, 
made public to the troops the decla- 
ration of forfeiture, and determined to 
exact from him an act of abdication. 

Such a measure seems to have been 
far from Buonaparte's pur- 
April pose. The morning after the 
scene we have described, he 
again reviewed the troops, seemed spe- 
cially attentive to provide the means 
of transporting the formidable train of 
artillery, amounting, it is said, to the 
"^incredible number of four hundred 
guns, and issued orders to his army, 
which might amount to between thirty 
and forty thousand men, to prepare to 
advance. Shouts of Paris ! Paris * 
issued from the ranks, and it is plain 
that the 'marshals had not a moment 
'to lose in executing their plan. It was 
Ney, whose lot it was to play such 
varied parts in the stormy annals of 
this period, who first ventured to break 
their purpose to Napoleon. He fol- 
lowed him uninvited into the palace, 
and into his own apartment, and ask- 
ed him whether he had heard of the 
important revolution which had taken 
place at Paris. With assumed com- 
posure, Napoleon asserted his igno- 
rance. “ You are no longer empe- 
ror," aaid Ney. “ Behold the decree 


of the forfeiture. We can no longer 
answer for the obedience of the sol- 
diers." To this blunt communication 
he added an exhortation to •Napoleon 
to abdicate the crown. Lefebvre now 
entered, and evinced more feeling for 
Buonaparte’s situation, but added, ij^at 
he was ‘‘ a lost man— He had rejected 
the advice of his most faithful ser- 
vants — His forleitur# had been de- 
creed by the senate." Buonaparte 
shed tears. Macdonald and Oudinot 
now entered, and supported the pro- 
posal that he should abdicate, acquaint- 
ing him that the impulse of the new 
revolution was irresistible. Thus press- 
ed on all sides, Napoleon signed an act 
of abdication in favour of his son, and 
conjured Ney and Macdonald, in con- 
junction with Caulaincourt, to carry 
it to Paris, and endeavour to render 
the terms acceptable to the senate, and 
to plead his cause with the Emperor 
of Russia. The marshals departed 
accordingly. The same day Napoleon 
received a decisive proof that th^ army 
was no longer under his command. 
Marshal Marmoiit, with the 12,000 
troops who had evacuated Paris yn 
consequence of the treaty of the 30th, 
had repaired to Essonne or its neigh- 
bourhood, and was in communication 
with the army of Buonaparte ; but 
finding his Iale#impcrial master incen- 
sed against him for not having main- 
tained the city to extremity, he re- 
solved to set the example of obedience 
to the provisional government. Af- 
ter a treaty, therefore, with Prince 
Schwartzenberg, by one article of# 
which Marmont stipulated for the life 
of Buonaparte, and permission for him 
to reside in some foreign country, in 
case lie should be made pri- 
soner, the marshal broke up April 4f» 
with his whole corps from the 
position appointed him by Buonaparte, 
and, withdrawing within the lines oc- 
cupied by the allies, took up his quar- 
ters at Versailles, from which he sent 
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in his adhesion to 'the new govern- 
ment* 

Notwithstanding this decisive inci- 
dent, ancl although, in the disorgani- 
zed slate in which they found them- 
selves, the regiments hourly melted 
away by desertion, Napoleon could 
not so easily relinquish his plans of 
ambition. He wearied the marshals 
with plans for Carrying the war be- 
yond the Loire, or for moving south- 
ward, uniting with Augereau, burst- 
ing into Italy, and joining Eugene 
£eauharnois. “ Were I but once 
there,** he exclaimed, “ I would soon 
have all Italy in arms.’* Oudinot and 
his other generals could only beat him 
from this wild project by assurcnces 
that the troops^would not follow him. 

You have abdicated,” repeated the 
marshal. — “ Aye, but conditionally 
only.*’— Soldiers do not understand 
these shades of difference ; they con- 
sider your power as terminated.”— 

Then all is over on that side,” said 
Napojton, with suppressed emotion ; 

let us wait the news from Paris.” — 
They were of a singular and bizarre 
complection. Macdonald and Ney 
had failed, as they probably expected, 
in procuring any acknowledgment of 
the allies in favqur of the substitution 
of Napoleon, the younger for his fa- 
ther ; but, stimulated by regard for 
their late emperor and for their own 
character, they had obtained such con- 
ditions for him as were never demand- 
ed for a dethroned monarch before, and 
«uch as, we will venture to say, will 
j never be conceded to one in future, 
while history can picserve the memory 
of the portentous consequences. By 
these conditions, Buonaparte was to 
remajn emperor, but his sway was 
to be limited to the island of Elba, 
in the Mediterranean, in extent twenty 
leagues, and containing about twelve 
thousand inhabitants : He was to be 
recognized as one of the crowned 
heads of Europe, was to be allowed 


body-guards, and a navy on a scale 
suitable to the limits of his dominions ; 
and to maintain this state, six millions 
of francs, or 250,(X)0L sterling, were 
settled on him and the other members 
of his family, — a revenue more splen- 
did than ever king of England had at 
his own disposal. It was well argued, 
that if Buonaparte deserved such ad- 
vant^coiis terms of retirement, it was 
injustice to dethrone him. In other 
points, the terms of this treaty seemed 
as irrcconcileable with sound policy as 
they arc with all h former precedents. 
The name, dignity, military authority, 
and absolute power of an emperor, 
conferred on the potentate of such 
Liliputian domains, was ludicrous if 
it supposed Napoleon to remain quiet 
in his retreat, and most hazardous if 
he should seek the means of again 
agitating Europe. In the former case, 
it was making him a sort of emperor- 
dowager, if such a phrase could be 
received, who, relinquishing the more 
extended domains over which he had 
lorded so long, sneaked off to enjoy a 
superannuated title, and a fat jointure 
in a small dowry-house. This surely 
was no compliment to Napoleon, for 
whom the most honourable retirement 
would have been one which united pri- 
vacy with safety and competence, not 
that which maintained a vain parade 
around him, as if in mockery of what 
he had formerly been. But time fatally 
shewed, what many augured from the 
beginning, that so soon as his spirit 
should soar above the narrow circle in- 
to which it had been conjured, the im- 
perial title and authority, the assistance 
of devoted body-guards and experien- 
ced counsellors, formed a stake with 
which the venturous gamester might 
again enter upon the hazardous game 
of playing for the kingdoms he had 
lost. The situation of Elba, too, as 
the seat of his new sovereignty, so near 
to Italy, and so little removed from 
France, seemed calculated as it ware 
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on purpose to favour his resurrection 
at some future period as a political 
character. 

The full danger of these provisions 
•was not at first seen, disguised per- 
haps by their ridiculous incongruity ; 
and yet they were strongly suspected 
•J)y those who knew the character of 
the French and of Napoleon. We 
remember this treaty with Baona- 
parte wasj in a Scottish provincial pa- 
per,* likened to the issue of the contest 
in the Arabian tale between a benevo- 
lent enclfantress and an evil genie, whom 
the former, after hunting him through 
many changes of form, permits to es- 
cape her in the insignificant disguise of 
a pomegranate-seed Having failed to 
ick it up, the demon so far recovers 
is complete power that the enchant- 
ress IS compelled to encounter him in 
mid air with the tremendous weapons 
of fire and lightning ; and, although fi- 
nally successful, sustains in the combat 
injury under which she sinks, which she 
might have escaped had she availed 
herself completely of her superior pow- 
er when she had reduced her enemy to 
an object of contempt. It is needless to 
comment on the prophetic foreboding 
expressed in this application of a well- 
known tale, or to remind the reader 
how fatally it was accomplished. It 
was not till its evil effects were evi- 
dent, that men enquired when and by 
whom so strange a treaty had been 
^concocted. Time has taught us to 
ascribe it, on the one hand, to^the 
marshals, who were anxious to vindi- 
cate their own conduct to the soldiers, 
—no nice judges in point of taste, — by 
shewing they had preserved to their 
master the name of emperor ; and, on 
the other, to him among the allied 
sovereigns who, feeling himself first 
in the occupation of Paris, and valuing 
himself, not without reason, upon the 
services his troops had rendered to the 


common caus^, took it chiefly upon 
him to regulate the pressing aflairs 
which suggested themselves at this 
momentous crisis. It is not known to 
what extent the King of Prussia was 
admitted into Alexander’s councils, 
but it is well understood that he lyas 
much in the habit of deferring to the 
opinion of his powerful ally. Austria, 
it is believed, could not with delicacy 
object to any provisions in favour of 
one so nearly allied as Napoleon to his 
own royal family. And, it is now well 
known, that the Bnti.^h plenipotenti- 
ary, upon his arrival in Paris, found the 
treaty with the marshals signed and 
completed, and had therefore no oppor- 
tunity to remonstrate upon the tenden- 
cy of its stipulations. • He was, there- 
fore, under the necessity of acquies- 
cing in measures of which he did not 
approve, and which he declined to gua- 
rantee. 

Possessed of many good and highly 
honourable qualities, and a steady and 
most important member of th(^ 
European confederacy, it is doing the 
Emperor Alexander no injurjr to sup- 
pose that he remembered his eduqa- 
tion under his French tutor La Harpe, 
and was not altogether free from its 
efi'ects. With this ^cre always min- 
gles that sort of showy sensibility 
which delights^ in making theatrical 
scenes out of acts of beneficence, and 
enjoying in full draughts the popular 
applause which they are calculated to 
excite. The contagious air of Paris, — 
the shouts, — the flattery, — the success 
to a point hitherto unhoped for, — the 
wish to drown unkindness of every sort, 
and to spread a feast from which no 
one should arise discontented, — the de- 
sire, to sum up all in one word, to 
shew MAGNANIMITY in the hour of suc- 
cess, seem to have laid Alexander’s 
heart more open than the rules of wis- 
dom or of prudence ought to have per- 
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mitted. It is generous to give, and more 
generous to pardon ; but to bestow fa- 
vours and forgiveness at the same mo- 
ment, to secure the future fortune of a 
rival who lies prostrate at his feet, to 
hear thanks and compliments on every 
hand, and from the mouths even of the 
vanquished, is the most fascinating tri- 
umph of a victorious sovereign. It 
is only the consequences which teach 
him how thriftless and unprofitable a 
prodigality of beneficence often proves, 
— that, in the attempt so to conduct 
great national measures that they shall 
please and satisfy every one, he must 
necessarily encroach on the rules both 
of justice and wisdom, and may occa- 
sion, by a thoughtless indulgence of 
romantic sensibiDty, new trains of mis- 
fortune to the whole civilized world. 
The other stipulations of this extra- 
ordinary treaty divide a portion of 
the revenue secured to Napoleon a- 
mong the members of his family. 
The most rational is that which settles 
upon Maria Louisa and her son the 
duchies of Parma, Placentia, and Guas- 
talla, in full sovereignty. 

When these extraordinary terms, and 
particularly the amount of his future 
revenue, were communicated to Buona- 
parte, he acquiesced, remarking that 
the sum was large one for a soldier 
like him. He shewed no haste, how- 
ever, in setting off to his future sove- 
reignty, but lingered under various pre- 
texts at Fontainbleau, perhaps in the 
vain hope that there might still remain 
for him some chance amid the occur- 
rences which were huddled together, 
like the last scenes of a play, or the 
concluding chapters of a romance. This 
became every day less probable. The 
* war was expiring of itself. The 
Aj)ril5. village of Pithievillers was in- 
deed taken and pillaged, to 
avenge the death of an allied officer, 
bearing a flag of truce, who was shot 
in the act of summoning the place, by 
one of Buonaparte^’. tax-gallieiers; and 


Sens, in which General Alix, a steady 
adherent of Buonaparte, commanded, 
was in danger of sharing the same 
fate, when a lady made her escape 
over the walls to assure the allied ge- 
neral that the resistance was ofter- 
cd against the will of the inhabitants. 
This produced a second summons, ia 
which the extremities formerly threat-^ 
ened Ao the town were now denoun- 
ced against the garrison which de- 
fended it, whom the Russian command- 
er swore he would put to the sword, 
beginning with Alix himself. The me- 
nace produced immediate surrender. 
But these were the last military move- 
ments in the neighbourhood of Paris, 
and Buonaparte remained at Fontain- 
bleau inactive, and seemingl^y resigned 
to his fate. Mean time his Genius con- 
tinued to walk the earth, and occasion 
wars and disasters, like a demon which 
labours in his vocation of mischief after 
the death of the magician who had 
summoned him up. 

After her hasty retreat from Paris, 
Maria Louisa, with the ministers at- 
tached to her as a council of regency, 
were, by a dispatch from Buonaparte, 
directed to fix the seat of their autho- 
rity at Blois. Here they held frequent 
councils, of, which the chief object 
seems to have been to spread false re- 
ports of the emperor’s strength and 
success, to mutilate or suppress such 
news as came from Paris, — in a word, 
to try how the arts of courtiers, for 
they had not more than 2000 men in 
arms, could operate in imposing up- 
on a nation. It was at one time said 
that Paris was burnt down ; then that 
it was repossessed by Buonaparte after 
a great victory over the allies; and 
at length a proclamation, 
ill name of Maria Louisa, April 5. 
announced that it was be- 
leaguered by his armies ; that, being 
in possession of tlic enemy, no notice 
was to be paid to any orders that ema- 
nated from thence ; that she invoked 
4 
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the fidelity of the nation to her hus- 
band, herself, arid her son, more sure 
of their hearts (every French pro- 
clamation has its pretty and sentimen- 
tal turn,) than in the days of their 
prosperity. But though they eiidea- 
voured to blind the public as long as 
possible, the brothers of Napoleon 
’^for Joseph had with great speed join- 
ed the regency) could not but foresee 
that Blois was not long likely to* be a 
safe abode. With the audacity of Na- 
poleon, hut without either his preten- 
sions or,talent8,the]j meditated to carry 
on the war in the* provinces beyond 
the Loire, and insisted that Maria 
Louisa should accompany them. The 
unfortunate princess replied, that, ha- 
ving personally nothing to fear from 
the allies, either for herself or her son, 
and having ceased to hope she could 
support the crumbling throne of her 
husband, she was determined to return 
to her father’s house. As the alter- 
cation became high, the ex-monarch s 
of Spain and Westphalia ungallantly 
seized their sister-in-law each by an 
arm, and were about to compel her by 
actual violence to enter the carriage 
which was prepared to carry her to 
Orleans. The chivalrous interference 
of the officers of her household and 
body- guard, who protested against 
their mistress being treated thus rude- 
ly, chased away the phantom- monarchs, 
who left Blois instantly. Next day, 
the arrival of Count Schouwalow, to 
• take the empress under his protection, 
and convey her to the Emperor of 
Austria’s head-quarters, totally dis- 
solved the ephemeral regency of Blois. 
Of the members, some sought shelter 
in their native obscurity, and others 
liastened to send in their adhesion to 
the nev/ government, and speculate 
upon what was to be gained at the 
court of the Bourbons. Thus far the 
history of the regency was more far- 
cical than serious, i5ut the disguising 
and intercepting the truth for a few 


days, by one of its infamous agents, 
produced in the south tragical conse- 
quences, in which, though Britain 
gained new laurels, they were moist- 
ened by the blood of some of her bra- 
vest children. 

After the decisive battle of Orthes, 
Marshal Soult, who had retired to- 
wards Conches, had the utmost diffi- 
culty in rallying* his disperbcd troops. 
But as one-third part of Wellington’s 
army besieged Bayonne, and another, 
under Marshal Beresford, occupied 
Bourdeaux, the Duke’s forces were 
too much diminished to permit his 
pressing farther to the eastward. His 
head' quarters, therefore, remained at 
Aire^s, on the Adour, until he was 
joined by additional forces from Spain, 
and by tiic return of Field-Marshal 
Beresford from Bourdeaux, where he 
left a garrison of 4000 men, under 
Lord Dalhousie. To sum up the af- 
fairs of that quarter we must here re- 
mark, that although a considerable 
force, under General Decaen, already, 
by Buonaparte’s directions, menaced 
the town, and although adverse winds 
detained the British militia regiments 
which had gallantly volunteered for 
foreign service at this interesting mo- 
ment, yet the good disposition of the 
inhabitants of BouTdeaux, together 
with the calm, manly,* sensible, and 
spirited character of the Scottish no- 
bleman, under whose care they were 
placed, provided effectually against 
every emergency. The squadron of 
Admiral Penrose forced the passage 
of the Gironde, and an ex- 
pedition from Bourdeaux, April 6. 
under Lord Dalhousie, took 
the French batteries on that river, and 
dispersed a body of soldiers, under 
L’ Huillier, excepting such ^ took 
refuge in the strong fort of Blaye. 
No further events of consequence hap- 
pened near Bourdeaux during the few 
days when hostilities continued. 

The results of the contest v/erc more 
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bloody where the Duke of Welling- 
ton commanded. 1/ was 
March 17. the 17th March ere he 
had once more concen- 
trated his forces, so as to advance up- 
on Marshal Soult, who, retreating be- 
fore him from Conches, had establish- 
ed himself in a strong position before 
the town of Torbes, determined to 
maintain, if p9ssible, his communica- 
tion with the Pyrenees, in order to 
preserve the power of acting in con- 
cert with Suchet, now in the act of 
evacuating Spain, and to organize for 
insurrection t)ic hardy inhabitants of 
that district. The Eng- 
March 19. lish army marched from 
Vicq-Bigorre, and from 
Rabastens in two columns of attack. 
The one, under General Hill, was 
destined to turn the French position 
on the right j the other, commanded 
by General Clinton, was to attack 
in front. This combined movement, 
and the attack which followed, had 
its complete effect in dislodging the 
Frenth marshal from a field of battle, 
which he left covered with his slain 
and wounded. His retreat was so 
nearly cut off, that had it not been for 
heavy rains and the state of the cross- 
roads, he could not have accomplished 
his retreat to &t Gaudens. On his 
road he had 'the mortification to wit- 
ness preparations everywhere for re- 
ceiving the English as friends, and for 
hoisting the white flag. Soult rallied 
his army at St Gaudens as he best 
might ; and, out-marched, out-manoeu- 
vred, and beaten as he had been during 
this active campaign, on every occa- 
sion when he ventured to make head, 
he resolved nevertheless to make a last 
and decisive stand under the walls of 
Toulouse. That city is well known by 
its ancient renown and present conse- 
quence. It has many inhabitants of 
the higher class, having been formerly 
the seat of a provincial parliament, and 
being the winter abode of many fami- 


lies belonging to the noblesse. The 
royalist agents had a branch of their 
confederacy within its walls, and the 
inhabitants were supposed to be gene- 
rally favourable to the Bourbons. It 
w^as therefore a matter of the last con- 
sequence to prevent Toulouse from 
following the example of Bourdeaux, 
and that could only be accomplishej* 
by making a stand under its walls. 
The" town being fortified with an anci- 
rampart, flanked with round towers, 
and being surrounded on three sides 
by the great canal of Languedoc, 
which unites the Iwo seas, and by the 
river Garonne, is very capable of be- 
ing defended ; and in the space of three 
days Soult had executed such field- 
works for protection of his army, as 
were equally a model of strength and 
ingenuity. Commencing on the left 
with the suburb of St Cipriani, on 
the left side of the canal of Langue- 
doc, he established such batteries and 
entrenchments in front of its ancient 
walls as, covered by the artillery and 
musketry from the old rampart, made 
it a very strong Idc do ponU All the 
bridges over the canal were in like 
manner secured by teles dc ponit co- 
vered by the artillery and musketry 
planted on the ancient walls. Beyond 
the canal to the eastward, as far as the 
river Ers, there is a ridge or chain of 
liilio, over which pass all the roads to 
the canal and town, and wliich screens 
and shelters tlic city. On this ridge 
Soult established a chain of five re 
doubts, connected by deep lines of en- 
trenchment ; thus adding to the natural 
strength of the hill a strong defen- 
sive chain of fortilicatioiis, completely 
mounted with artillery. To increase 
the difficulty of an enemy’s advance, 
all the bridges on the river Ers were 
broken down ; and the roads had been 
rendered so impracticable by the con- 
tinued rains, that it was impossible to 
move on the flank to turn the town on 
the west side, and avoid this line gf 
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defence. The Duke, therefore, had 
no alternative but to attack this strong 
position. 

The blood spilt upon this occasion, 
lies more especially on the head of an 
infamous satellite of Buonaparte. Im- 
mediately upon settlement of the new 
government at Paris, a French and an 
English officer, Colonels Cooke and 
Saint-Simon, were dispatched to carry 
intelligence of the revolution tfo the 
Duke of Wellington and Marshal 
Soult. At the town of Montauban, 
ten leagues from Toulouse, these mes- 
sengers of peace wire arrested by Bou- 
vier Dumoulart, the prefect of the dis- 
trict, acting under the pernicious in- 
fluence of the short-lived regency of 
Blois. Thus the Duke of Welling- 
ton knew nothing of the dethronement 
of Buonaparte ; and although it is 
shrewdly suspected that Soult was 
better informed, yet, having no official 
information, he may not have been 
unwilling to receive battle in a posi- 
tion which he considered as impregna- 
ble, in hopes, by closing the war with 
signal success, to craze remembrance 
or the various defeats he had received 
during the campaign. There is in- 
deed little doubt, that a defeat, or even 
a repulse, under the walls of Toulouse, 
would have been greedily adopted and 
quoted by the French army and na- 
tion, as a full counterpoise to all Wel- 
lington’s victories in Spain and Na- 
varre. , 

In the mean time the Duke made 
his dispositions for the attack. Mar- 
shal Beresford, with two divisions, 
crossed the Ers, at the bridge of 
Croix d’ Grade, (which had been very 
gallantly carried on the 5th by the 
18th Hussars,) beneath the position of 
the enemy, and marched up the river 
to turn the heights and attack them 
upon the right flank, while the Spa- 
nish division, under Don Manuel 
Freyre, advanced against them in front. 
On the left of Somt’s division, Gene- 


ral Pic ton, with the third and light 
divisions, and with the German bri- 
gade of cavalry, was ^pointed to en- 
gage the attention of the enemy in 
the suburbs of St Ciprian, and at the 
various tetes-de-poni^ while Sir Row- 
land Hill menaced the suburbs to 
the left of the town. These vmere 
false attacks, to prevent Soult from 
reinforcing the Vroop^stationed in the 
entrenchments and redoubts on the 
ridge. The Spaniards commenced 
their front attack on the heights with 
great snirit, so soon as they perceived 
the columns cf Mars!) id Beresford ad- 
vancing on the right flank, as had been 
preconcerted. They carried some banks 
in front of the French lines, and esta- 
blisfied themselves, protected from the 
fire of the redoubts. • But when they 
attempted to deploy, in order to turn 
the left flank of the enemy, they were 
checked and repulsed ; a reverse which 
became the signal of a general attack 
upon them by the French, who, jump- 
ing out of their entrenchments, char- 
ged the Spaniards in every direction, 
and drove them down hill in the great- 
est disorder, one regiment alone, (that 
entitled le Tiradde Caniahria^) keep- 
ing the ground it had gained until 
withdrav/n by the Duke’s commands, 
and ill good order.* Marshal Beres- 
ford, more successful Cn his point of 
attack, carried a part of the heights, 
and the redoubt which covered the 
extreme right of their lines ; so that 
the English and Portuguese remained 
established on the ridge, although the 
French still held four redoubts and 
their corresponding entrenchments. 
There was now a pause, until the 
Spanish troops could be brought into 
order, and till Marshal Beresford’s ar- 
tillery, which he had outmarched, 
could be brought up and got into 
position. When the Spaniards again 
presented themselves in front, Marshal 
Beresford resumed his offensive move- 
ment along the heights, storming suc- 
10 
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cessively in his advance fortified houses, 
trenches, and redoubts,’ under a fatal, 
furious, and continued fire of musket* 
ry and artillery, by which his divisi- 
on suffered extremely, but was not 
checked for an instant. The attack 
upon the two centre redoubts, from 
tho steepness of the ground, the viva- 
city of the fire, and the determined 
obstinacy of the defenders, was for 
some time unsuccessful. The Spanish 
and Portugueze troops sent against 
them in front, were beat off in confu- 
sion more than once. The 42d regi- 
ment (Royal Highlanders) were then 
ordered to inarch to the assault, which 
they did with the utmost gallantry. 
They sustained the heaviest fire that 
could be poured from the French en- 
trenchments, and marched up without 
taking a musket from their shoulders 
to return it. “ Great God !'* exclaim- 
ed a French officer, who witnessed the 
scene, “ with what coolness — They 
then jumped into the trenches and 
carried them with the bayonet. This 
single 'regiment had four officers kill- 
ed and two-and-twenty wounded on 
this memorable occasion. The greater 
part of the heights w'ere now in the 
possession of the British, v lth three 
of the redoubts and lines which de- 
fended them. A*^ desperate effort was 
made by the 'French to recover the 
ground, but the division of General 
Taupin, which rushed forward from 
the canal to execute this movement, 
was repulsed and almost cut to pieces. 
The two redoubts on the left being 
completely turned, and the defenders 
disheartened, were carried by less loss 
by General Beresford^s division, which 
still continued to move along the 
heights, until they remained in the un- 
disturbed possession of them, from one 
extremity to the other. In the mean- 
time Sir Rowland Hill carried the 
outworks constructed before the sub- 
urb of St Cipriani, and Sir Thomas 


Picton drove the French into one of 
the tetes-de-ponty near to the Garonne, 
but, in attempting to storm it, was re- 
pulsed with some loss. All the exte- 
rior defences of the town were thus 
carried, and fortifications, accounted, 
by all who saw them, a master-piece 
of art, were unable to stop the Duke 
of Wellington's progress for a single 
day. 

The day of this bloody battle, be- 
neath their walls, was one of terror 
and suspense to the in- 
habitants of Toulouse, yfpril 11, 
but on the next morning 
their apprehensions rose almost to 
agony. A broken army of 25,000 
men had been driven within their walls 
in utter disorder, all taking free quar- 
ters with military licence, and many 
committing the outrages usual at times 
of insubordination, when discipline is 
forgotten either in the beat of victory, 
or the reckless despair of defeat. The 
pioneers and engineers were soon en- 
gaged in pulling down some houses, 
loop-holing others, barricading the 
streets, and commencing the dread- 
ful preparations indicative of a resolu- 
tion to defend the town to extremity, 
and to make its fate depend on a bat- 
tle fought in the houses and streets. 
On being summoned by the Duke of 
Wellington to surrender the place, 
Soiilt replied he would rather bury 
himself in the ruins. To these omin- 
ous scenes within Toulouse, thcj^dti- 
zens might now add the preparations 
without for a general assault, the pla- 
cing mortars, advancing artillery, and 
constructing batteries, which they 
might perceive from the battlements. 
But Soult, conscious that the city was 
not tenable, and unwilling perhaps to 
occasion its utter destruction, retreat- 
ed during the night under the cannon 
of the English army, but without be- 
ing disturbed by a single shot, so un- 
willing was the British General to oc- 
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casion any damage to the 
peaceful inhabitants. The 
next morning the citizens 
saw, with joyful surprise, their streets 
emptied or their military guests, and 
next observed the allied army drawn 
up in silence before their positions, 
as if unwilling to disturb even their 
sfumbers by an early entrance into 
the town. The victors entered ki all 
the pomp of war, and were received 
with acclamations by the people and 
by the magistrates ; the white flag 
was hoiked, and, in* the midst of the 
festivity suitable to the occasion, the 
Duke received the tidings of the re- 
volution at Paris, and added to the ge- 
neral enthusiasm, by coinrminicating it 
to the magistrates and inhabitants. 

In the meanwhile more blood had 
been elsewhere needlessly spilt, ere 
the joyful tidings became 
April 14. known. The garrison of 
Bayonne made a desperate 
sortie from that town, on the morning 
of the 14th of April, before day-break, 
and gained some temporary advantages 
over the picquets in the front of tlw? 
British position. Major-General Hay, 
an officer of great merit, was killed, 
and Major-General Stopford wound- 
ed. Lieutenant-General Sir John 
Hope, who commanded the besieging 
army, coming up in the dark to direct 
the advance of more troops to the sup- 
port of the picquets, received two 
^wounds, had h’is horse shot dead un- 
der him, and'was made prisoner. The 
enemy, who were soon repulsed, r&p- 
ed no advantage from this sortie, ex- 
cept having added many to the domes- 
tic mourners whom this war had al- 
ready occasioned. On their own part 
they lost many brave men. This was 


the last action in the campaign 1814* 
Shorfly after the battle of Toulouse, 
Marshal Soult, as well as Marshal 
Suchet, who had now entered France, 
sent to intimate to the Duke'of Wel- 
lington, that they recognized the new 
government, and desired the advantage 
of the suspension of hostilities. ^ 
Here then terminated for the pre- 
sent those military achievements, which 
have not their example in the history of 
Britain ; that career of success which 
began on the field of Vimeira, and 
which since that period had seldom 
advanced to recede, and never receded 
but to advance more strongly. Two 
liberated kingdoms,— the defence of 
one capital, the recovery of another,— 
the occupation of the two principal 
cities in the south ofr]?*rance, and the 
march of a British army deep into her 
territories, — a long train of skilful ma- 
noeuvres and marches, — a succession of 
prosperous sieges, — eight pitched bat- 
tles fought and won over the best sol- 
diers and best generals of France,— 
seemed to leave nothing to fill up His 
measure of glory, whom foreigners, as 
well as Britons, now termed the first 
Captain of tiik age. Yet, while we 
felt that our General and our army 
had given the first example that France 
could be conquered in, a fair-fought 
field, and, sumgiing up the number of 
our trophies, found that they far ex- 
ceeded those of any other nation, there 
was still something unsatisfactory in the 
reflection, that Wellington had never 
been matched against Napoleon in per- 
son, and that no British bayonet had 
contributed directly to the conquest 
of Paris, There remained on Welling- 
ton’s chaplet room for one other, and 
let us hope only for one other, rose. 
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and Allies totvard each Other, — Treaty of Peace. — Treaty tvith England . — 
Constitutional Char ter, — Remarks upon it hy the Royalists and the othet 
Parties. — Congress appointed to meet at Vienna, 


The impulse which the cause of the 
Bourbons had received, became, after 
the occupation of Paris, universal and 
irresistible. Men of all ranks, and 
particularly the generals and statesmen 
•who had been distinguished in the re- 
volution, hasted to send in their ad- 
hesion to the new order of things. 
There was an entertaining, if not an 
edifying difference in the stiles of in- 
dividuals, as they recognized a family 
80 long the objects of contempt and 
reprobation. 8ome puffed, some strut- 
ted, some blustered ; Jbut all were so 
much delighted at the revolution, that, 
were their expressions to be received as 
gospel, the general affection for the 
Bourbons and detestation of Buona- 
parte’s tyrannief domination ought long 
ago to have accomplished^ this great 
event, without the sword of the allies 
being thrown into the scale. But the 
very unanimity of their expressions 
made their sincerity doubtful, and it 
remained a question with the less san> 
guine, whether this so desirable cliauge 
was not too sudden to be lasting. It 
seemed to flow rather from weariness 
of Buonaparte’s despotism, than love 
for the dynasty that succeeded him ; 
and, that it was the desire to find a means 


of escaping from war without admit- 
ting themselves to have been conquer- 
ed, which dictated this rapid t ran si- 
tion and transference of allegiance. 
One trait, peculiar to Frenchmen, waa 
observed in all the letters of adhesion 
from the garrisons of fortified places in 
Germany, the Netherlands, and else- 
where : — all took care to express, that 
their evacuating the fortresses was 
only in submission to the will of their 
rulers at home, not to the force of the 
assailants ; and many, as if to prove 
their assertions, threw peevish and un- 
necessary delays into the execution of 
the orders they received. They wer e 
obviously anxious to 'make a shew 
of proofs which should establish that 
France was not conquered by the cap- 
ture of Paris, but remained, even after 
that evert, possessed of means of resist- 
ance, which she could have successful- 
ly employed had it been her will to 
have done so. It was partly to encou- 
rage this feeling of national vanity, 
partly from the natural disposition of 
the people to run into extremes, that 
their demonstrations of applause a- 
mounted to enthusiastic rapture when 
any of the allied monarchs appeared in 
public ; and that even General Sacken, 
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whose appointment as military gover- 
nor of Paris was the very seal of their 
subjugation, was received in their thea- 
tres with the most extravagant plau- 
dits. 

In the mean time, it was not judged 
prudent to admit the recall of the 
bourbons as proceeding upon their 
claims of legitimacy. This must have 
gone to alter an order of things esta- 
blished for twenty years, and to throw 
the affairs of France into inextricable 
confusion. The senate, therefore, la- 
boured at making a^iother new consti- 
tution, in addition to those of all kinds 
which the French rulers and people 
had successively sworn to during the 
last twenty- five years. Their experi- 
ence enabled them to execute the task 
with even more than usual rapidity, 
and certainly in many essential particu- 
lars they had great credit by their la- 
bours. The new government was to 
be vested in a king, who should exer- 
cise the executive power, a senate, and 
legislative body, and provi8H)n was 
made for convoking the latter annual- 
ly. The plan recognized equality of 
imposts, responsibility of ministers, in- 
violability of the king, independence 
of the judges. The liberty of the press 
was asserted, the sale of national do- 
mains WPS guaranteed, the institution 
of juries was preserved, liberty of con- 
science was proclaimed In these great 
principles we recognize the true found- 
ations of* a well regulated monarchy 
*and free constitution, and it was upon 
his recognizing them and some ifiore 
disputable articles that the senate pro- 
posed to proclaim Louis XVIII. on 
his swearing to maintain them. They 
were not, however, received with una- 
nimous acquiescence. Some censured 
the senate for assuming to themselves 
exclusively the right of dictating a 
constitution for the nation. But this 
appears unreasonable when it is re- 
membered, that in extraordinary cases 
that part of the representation which 
is most easily convoked is often neces- 


sitated to act as the readiest organ of 
the state, far beyond its natural sphere 
in peaceful times. It was, besides, ad^ 
hered to by the legislative body, and 
had the sanction, therefore, of the only 
two bodies of the state which could he 
termed national. The royalists cen- 
sured the annunciation of the constitu- 
tion as too general, and savouring much 
of the love of enfinciatfng general poli- 
tical principles, under colour of which 
the republicans had committed so many 
crimes ; such principles having had no 
more real influence upon their conduct 
than the colour or device upon a flag 
has upon the management of a vessel, 
and which sometimes remains fluttering 
idly at the topmast-head after all the 
rest of the ship is under water. But 
they objected still more violently to the 
form by which the king was called, or 
in some measure elected, to the throne, 
instead of his legitimate and hereditary- 
title being recognized. On the first 
of these points we see no room for 
censure ; since the political prii^ciples 
announced in the constitution are of 
no general undefined nature, like the 
noted propositions concerning the equal 
rights of man, but are sufficiently ca** 
pable of strict definition, and of being 
provided for and sepured by distinct 
and articulate regulations. On the se- 
cond point, although, for reasons al- 
ready mentioned, it would have been 
rash in the highest degree to suffer the 
restoration of the Bourbons to take 
place as a matter of hereditary right, 
it had been better that the senate had, 
like prudent divines, avoided any ex- 
pressions which could lead to the dis- 
cussion of abstract points, and worded 
their clause more carefully, so as at 
once to express the king’s legitimate 
right, and the recognition of that right 
by the people. For, while to deny the 
legitimate right of the king to succeed 
to a crown which neither he nor his 
predecessors had forfeited, was adopt- 
ing as just the proscriptions and mur« 
ders of the Revolution, it was, on thQ 
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other hand, to be considered, that this 
was no restoration of the old despotic 
monarchy, but the creation of a free 
government, in which the lawful heir 
of that monarchy was Ccdled upon to 
preside. 

But if theie were doubt respecting 
these grounds for announcing the new 
constitution, tiicre was one article in it 
so disgustingly selhsn as to incur the 
censure of all parties, and greatly to 
lessen the praise which the senate might 
otherwise have been entitled to from 
thcircountry. It plainly behoved them, 
when acting as the voluntary and self- 
elected guardians of the stale, when 
considering what degree of liberty 
should be granted to the subject, and 
where that liberty should be abndi^^ed, 
to keep their own hands ciKan, and to 
show tliat personal interest Irid never 
interfered to bias their c el b. ’-ations. 
But instead of this dignihed conduct, 
one of the articles of the constitution, 
while it declared that the senate should 
consist of from 150 to 200 members, 
anxiously provided, that the present 
senators should form part of that num- 
ber, that their dignity should be here- 
ditary in the direct male succession, 
that the actual endowments of the 
senate were their exclusive property 
that its revenues should be divided 
equally amongst them and pass to their 
posterity, and that the senators to be 
hereafter named should have no inte- 
rest therein. The selfish inequality and 
grasping avarice which this clause ex- 
pressed greatly lessened the deference 
paid to the seriate, diminished an influ- 
ence which might have been otherwise 
exercised wuth great advantages to the 
state, and threw a shade of suspicion 
over ^heir very best actions. 

Monsieur, upon 14th April, entered 
Paris in capacity of lieutenant-general 
of the kingdom. The constitution was 
presented to him by the senate. The 
answer of Monsieur declared, that he 
was not empowered by his brother to 


accept the constitution, but that he 
knew so much of his views and wishes 
that he had no hesitation to say, that 
he would admit the bases of it. He 
then recited, as likely ro meet his bro- 
ther’s approbation, almost all the prin- 
ciples referring to national rights, which 
we have above detailed ; but he made 
no mention of the endowments or reve- 
nues of the existing senators. So that 
it seemed already probable that they 
were to have the shame of having 
proposed such a clause, without reap- 
ing the benefit which it was designed 
to secure to them. 

While these discussions were taking 
p'ace, Buonaparte, so long dictator of 
the fortunes of France and of Europe, 
set rc'rfh upon his journey towards his 
new and limited realm. During his re- 
sidence at Fontainbleau he was m bad 
health, for which different causes have 
been assigned. Vexation probably, 
gnawing so haughty a spirit, had its 
full share in his malady. His resent- 
ment sometimes broke out into re- 
proaches against the generals and the 
troops. ** The army,” he said, “ had 
dishonoured itself, and was no longer 
worthy to be commanded by him.”-— 
Ah, Sire,” said General Dalauloy, 
the army has fought for you to the 
last ; — since we lose every thing else in 
your cause, leave our honour at least 
untainted !” Buonaparte apologized 
and was silent. At length 
he prepared for a departure April 20. 
which could no longer be 
deferred. The Old Imperial Guard 
were drawn out before him in review. 
Some natural tears dropped from his 
eyes, and his features had the marks 
of strong emotion while reviewing for 
the last time, as he must then have 
supposed, the companions of so many 
victories. He advanced to them on 
horseback, and took his solemn leave. 

All Europe,” he said, had armed 
against him ; France herself had de- 
serted him and chosen anotherdynasty. 
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He might,” he said, have maintain- 
ed with his soldiers a civil war of years, 
but it would have rendered France un« 
happy. Be faithful,” he continued, 
(and the words were remarkable) to 
the new sovereign virhom France has 
chosen. Do not lament my fate, I will 
always be happy whde J know you 
ate so I could have dic.d — nothing 
was easier — but I will always k^Iow 
the I oad v)f honour, 1 will rtfcord with 
my pen the deeds we have done toge- 
ther. 1 cannot embrace you all, but 
I embraet your general” — (he pressed 
the general to his bosom)— Bring 
hither the eagle” — (lie embraced the 
standard, and concluded,) — “ Beloved 
eagle, may the kisses I bestow on 
you long resound in the hearts of the 
brave — Adieu, my children, — Adieu, 
my brave companions., — Surround me 
once more— Adieu.” Drowned in 
grief, the veteran soldiers heard the 
adieu of their dethroned leader ; sighs 
and murmurs broke from their ranks, 
but the emotion burst out in no threats 
or remonstrances. They appeared re- 
signed to the lobS of their general, and 
to yield, like him, to necessity. 

Napoleon, after this aflFecting scene, 
set out for the southern coast, ac- 
companied by fi)ur delegates from the 
allied powers ; the Russian general, 
Schuwalow, namely, the Austrian ge- 
neral, Koller Colonel Niel Campbell 
on the part of England, and the Prus- 
sian general, Truchsess-Waldbourg. 
He was polite to the three first, but 
seemed to consider the presence of file 
Prussian as an unnecessary insult. Ge- 
nerals Bertrand and Drouet, honoura- 
bly faithful to the master to whom 
they owed their preferment, accompa- 
nied him as sharers of his exile. In 
several of the towns which he passed, 
attachment to his cause, or pity for 
his misfortunes, still procured him some 
shouts of ViveV EmpereuTi which seem- 
ed to give him spirits and triumph, 
liis route lay through Valence, where 


Augereau had found refuge after his 
defeat before Lyons. This Marshal 
had embraced the new order of things, 
in a declaration where Buonaparte was 
stigmatized as one, who, after exacting 
every sacrifice from his generals and 
troops, and having devoted millions of 
victims to his cruel ambition, knew n6t 
himself how to die like a 
soldier. They nt)W mtt, April 24. 
and a scene of mutual al- 
tercation is said to have been abruptly 
terminated by a charge of treason 
brought by the emperor against the 
marshal. “ ^Tis thou art a traitor,^' 
retorted Augereau, “ to the army and 
to France.” “ Thou hast chosen thy- 
self a»new master,” continued Buona- 
parte.— ‘‘ I owe you no account of my 
conduct,” said the general.— “ Thou 
art void of courage,” said Napoleon.— 
“ ^Tis thou thyself art void of cou- 
rage — begone !” answered Augereau, 
and, turning on his lieel, concluded 
the interview. To be thus bearded 
by one of his late vassals was not the 
only mortification he had to sustain in 
this journey. After Moiitelimart he 
came into a country where his person 
and government were especially odious, 
and was insulted in most of the towns 
and villages with cries of Vivent les 
Bourbons, a bus le tyrant ! — In some 
places they wer^j executing him in ef- 
figy ; in others, and particularly at 
Avignon and Orgon, the mob threat- 
ened him with personal violence. Tlie 
women were particularly furious, de- 
manding from him their children who 
had fallen in his wars. A figure, de- 
signed to represent him, witluts clothes 
daubed with blood, was held up to tlie 
windows of his carriage, with loud 
threats and execrations. Buonaparte^s 
spirits sunk under these furious ex- 
pressions of animosity, and he shewed 
several tokens of personal apprehen- 
sion. In one place he disguised him- 
self as a courier and rode before his 
own carriage, which was attacked by 
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the mob. He refused to eat at La 
Calade, as if afraid of poison’,* and 
was frequently observed to shed- tears. 
Every precaution was taken by the 
commissioners who attended him, to 
provide for his personal safety. At a 
chateau near Luc he had an inter- 
view with his sister Pauline Borghese, 
who agreed to join him in his re- 
tirement. At' length, at the jport of 
Frejus, where, fifteen years before, he 
had landed on his return 
Jlp 7 'il 28. from Egypt, he embarked 
on board the Undaunted, 
an English frigate, commanded by 
Captain Usher, making choice of that 
vessel instead of a French frigate, the 
Dryad, which had been specially ap- 
pointed for the service. Accompa- 
nied by General Roller and Colonel 
Campbell, he set sail for Elba, where 
there had been some disturbances. All, 
however, was quiet on his 
May 4. arrival, and he made the ce- 
remony of a public entry in- 
to his new^capital of Porto-Ferrajo, 
with circumstances more suited to the 
extent of his kingdom than the splen- 
did imperial title under which he was 
to govern it. He appeared reconciled 
to his fate, and soon was, or seemed to 
be, absorbed in planning public build- 
ings, roads, and other improvements 
of his insular dominiop. In the mean- 
while, the rightful heir was assuming 
the reins of his late empire. 

The personal conduct of the mem- 
bers of the' house of Bourbon, during 
their protracted years of exile and dis- 
tress, had been in the highest degree 
honourable to them. It is no small 
proof of this, that while they resided 
in England, where the foibles and vices 
of piiblic characters furnish constant 
food for diurnal scandal, we do not re- 
member that any of them afforded mat- 
ter even for a single paragraph. At 
Hartwell, an abode furnished by the 
munificent hospitality of the Marquis 
of Buckingham, the heir of the crown 


of France lived in strict seclusion, 
known to the neighbourhood only by 
acts of beneficence, which even his pre- 
carious income could not limit. He 
was now called upon by the voice of a 
repentant people to assume the throne 
of his ancestors, and in his journey was 
to pass through the metropolis of the 
empire which had so long afforded biih 
an a?ylum, the native enemy, as she has 
been called, of France, but the hospi- 
table protectress of her afflicted exiles. 
Never was there evinced, from one end 
of Britain to the^ other, so deep and 
general a sensation of joy. The heart 
of each Briton felt how much his coun- 
try had been exalted by the glory she 
had acquired during the war, and what 
a high rank she now held among the 
nations upon its happy termination. 
Difference of politics was forgotten in 
this noble and patriotic swell of the 
public feeling, or if such were remem- 
bered, each party found in the late hap- 
py events something peculiarly flatter- 
ing to their own opinions. If the dis- 
ciples of Pitt gloried in the brilliant 
conclusion of the war which had com- 
menced under his auspices, and hailed 
the triumph of legitimacy in the resto- 
ration of the Bourbons, those of op- 
posite principles rejoiced in the popu- 
lar turn exhibited by the mode in which. 
Louis XVIII. was called to the throne, 
and in the events which seemed to se- 
cure to France the blessings of a free 
government. All, thei^fore, were pre- 
pared to greet the restored monarch. 
At Stanmore, the Prince Regent, with 
the delicate courtesy due upon such an 
occasion , and which no prince ever knew 
better how to pay, received Louis in 
person, and accompanied him to Lon- 
don. They were met on their jour- 
ney by thousands and ten of thousands, 
whom the metropolis poured forth to 
meet and to hail them. Laurels, lilies, 
white ribbons, the display of the united 
flags of England and France, indicated 
the joyful interest taken by all rank^ in 
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events, which, as we then vainly ima- 
gined, had sheathed the swords of 
contending nations, probably for the 
date of the present generation. The 
same enthusiasm continued during the 
two days that Louis remained in Lon- 
don, the people in their eagerness to 
see him almost forcing the doors of the 
hotel where he resided. *< Open, the 
door to John Bull,*’ said the king on 
one of these occasions, with the good- 
humoured felicity which often accom- 
panies hi^ observations — Open the 
door to John Bull — he has kept the 
door open for me.** A concourse, 
equally immense, and equally delight- 
ed, attended the King of 
23. France on his leaving Lon- 
don, the populace exclaim- 
ing, “ God bless your majesty — A 
happy return to your native land !** 
The Prince Regent attended his royal 
guest to Dover, and set the example 
of the shouts of acclamation which ac- 
companied the monarch on his voyage. 

What more,** said Louis, much af- 
fected, “ what mgre can my own peo- 
ple do for me ?** 

On his landing in France his recep- 
tion was a joyful one ; but his entry 
into Paris was far from being accom- 
panied with the heartfelt and eager 
acclamations which had rent the air 
in London, and on the beach at Do- 
ver. ^ The difference was much re- 
marked by «uch 'intelligent spectators 
ay witnesSexHwth. The soldiery who 
attended the procession through tlfe 
streets, notwithstanding all the pains 
which had been taken to conciliate 
thega, appeared with dubious, sullen, 
and discontented looks, as if they 
felt, that in the festivity they were 
playing the part of the vanquished 
enemy, and were the subjects, not the 
partakers, of the triumph. Few corps 
could be prevailed on to cry Five le 
Roit and the Imperial (now Royal) 
Guard, in particular, were distinguish- 

VOL. VII. PART I. 


ed by* the gloomy ferocity of their ap- 
pearance. The populace shouted, in- 
deed, as they always do when collect- 
ed, but there was an obvious indiffe- 
rence to the cause of their convocation., 
Some were heard to say, “ It is a fine 
sight, but the entrance of the alliM 
sovereigns was more striking on the 
whole.** There Vas ofie place, how- 
ever, in the capital, where Louis recei- 
ved a sincere, an affecting, almost au 
ecstatic welcome. It was in the ca- 
thedral of Notre Dame, which was fill- 
ed through its vast extent with royal- 
ists, whose affections, long suppressed, 
now broke forth in prayers, tears, and 
benedictions, with a zeal which form- 
ed a strong contrast to the disaffection 
of the soldiery and the*coldnes§ of the 
populace. The higher classes in ge- 
neral, excepting those who were direct 
losers by the dethronement of Napo- 
leon, hailed with sincere satisfaction 
a prospect of peace, tranquillity, and 
freedom from vexatious exactions. If 
they had not, as they could hardly be 
supposed to have, any personal zeal for 
the representatives of a family so long 
strangers to France, it was fondly ho- 
ped the absence might be supplied by 
the unwonted hope of .gase and security 
which their accession pronvsed. The al- 
lied monarchs, oq their part, did every 
thing to favour the Bourbon family, 
and relaxed most of the harsh and un- 
palatable conditions which they had 
annexed to their proposed treaty with 
Buonaparte ; as if to allow the legiti- 
mate heir the*credit with his people, of 
having saved their honour, and gained 
the most advantageous terms. The 
French readily caught at these indul- 
gencies, and, with the aptitude jhey 
possess of accommodating their feel- 
ings to the moment, for a time seemed 
to intimate that they were sensible of 
the full advantage of the change, and 
were desirous to make as much of it as 
they possibly could. There is a story 
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of a French soldier in former times, boon yet more fatal, announced to the 
who, having insulted his general in a public in one of those moments of re- 
fit of intoxication, was brought before mantic and more than questionable 
him next morning, and interrogated, generosity which we have alluded to, 
whether he was the person who had the whole French prisoners of war in 
committed the offence. The accused re- the mass, and without enquiry con- 
plied he was not, for that that man had cerning their principles, or the part 
gone away before four in the morning, they were likely to take in future iti- 
— at which hour the** culprit had awa- ternal divisions, were at once restored 
ked in a state of sobriety. The French to the bosom of their country. This 
people, like the arch rogue in question, was in h^ct treating the French na- 
drew distinctions between their present tion as a heedless nurse docs a spoiled 
and former selves, and seemed very will- child, when she, puts into its hands 
ing to deny the identity. They were the knife which it cries for The fa- 
no longer, they said, either the repub- tal consequences of this improvident 
lican French, who had committed so indulgence appeared early in the sub- 
many atrocities in their own country, sequent year. 

or the imperial French, that had made In pursuance of the same system, and 

such devastation in others; and God as if in order to convince the French 
forbid that the sins of either should of the advantage which they had reap- 
be visited upon the present regenerate ed by adopting a government in which 
race of royalist Frenchmen, loyal to other nations could repose faith, the 
their native princes, faithful to their alliedmonarchs,!n treating with Louis, 
allies, who desired only to enjoy peace departed from all those harsh condi- 
abroad and tranquillity at home. These tions of lurrenders and guarantees, 
professions, backed by the natural an- which they had held out as 
xiety of the monarch to make, through indispensable in the confer- April 23* 
Jiis interest with the allied powers, the ences at Chatillon. There 
best terms he could for his country, was, indeed, more than one just view 
were received as current without strict of policy in making such a distinction ; 
examination, seemed that Buona- for, independently of the superior good 
parte, on hie retirement to Elba, had faith, which was expected with reason 
carried away with him all the offences from the house of Bourbon, it was con- 
of the French people, like the scape- sidered that, as their feelings could not 
goat which the Levitical law directed be so much wounded by the cession of 
to be driven into the Wilderness, loaden the fruits of France’s foreign conquests, 
with the sins of the children of Israel, as those of the victor'vcho had made 
There was, in all the proceedings of the the conquests now resumed ; so their 
allied powers, not only moderation, but vindictive eagerness was not likely to 
a studied delicacy, observed towards the be on the watch, like his, to seize the 
feelings of the French people, which first favourable opportunity to recover 
almost savoured of romantic generosi- them. Belgium, Holland, and Italy, 
ty. They seemed as desirous to disguise were acquisitions made by France since 
their conquest, as the French were to the exile of the Bourbons ; they had 
conceal their defeat. The treasures of never belonged to that family, and the 
art, those spoils of foreign countries restoration of their independence was, 
which justice loudly demanded should of course, no object of regret to them, 
be restored to their true owners, were In truth, the only events which could 
confirmed to the French nation to gra- have restored France to the royal fa- 
tify the vanity of the Parisians* By a mily, were those which must in theii' 
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course limit her within her ancient 
territories ; and the allies were justified 
in prudence in confiding in the good 
faith of the Bourbons, when guaran- 
teeing the natural consequences of the 
events connected with their own re- 
^oration. By a convention entered 
into even before the king had re-enter- 
ed his dominions, the allies agreed to 
suspend all hostilities against France, 
and to evacuate the French territory 
as it stood in 1792, in proportion as 
the Freijch should deliver up and eva- 
cuate the strong places and countries 
held by them beyond the boundary of 
the territories so described. The 1st 
of June was allotted as the period be- 
fore which these cessions were to be 
performed. 

The definitive treaty of peace be- 
tween the allied powers and the French 
government was settled upon the same 
terms of liberality and moderation. 
The continental dominions of France, 
which extended beyond her natural 
bounds in a degree so portentous to 
the independence of Europe, were, ge- 
nerally speaking, restricted to those 
which she possessed on the 1st of Ja- 
nuary, 179^ But she received some 
small additions on the side of Germany 
and the Netherlands, to square her 
frontier, and to conuect with her an- 
cient territory the fortresses which she 
stiU retained there, and on the side of 
Savoy she obtained a still more con- 
oid crabrjnpwgmeii tat ion. Chamberri 
and Annecy, together with Avigi/on, 
the Venaisson, and Montbeliard, in- 
cluding a population of about six or 
seven hundred thousand souls, were 
assigned to her, — as if to spare a shock 
to the feelings of the French nation, 
and to leave it still in their power 
to say they had gained something by 
twenty-five years of war and revolu- 
tion. 

On the part of Britain, the treaty 
was indeed a proud one. She had no- 
thing to stipulate, nothing of which 


to d^and restitution, for she had sus- 
tained no territorial loss during the 
period of hostilities. The war, which 
had nearly ruined most othef nations, 
had put Britain in possession of all the 
colonies of France, and left the latter 
power neither a ship nor a port in flie 
East or West Indies ; and, to sum the 
whole, it was nothin th^ power of uni- 
ted Europe to take from England by 
force any one of the conquests which 
she had thus made. The question, 
therefore, only was, what we were to 
cede to an enemy who could give us 
no equivalent, excepting her pledge 
to adopt better principles, and to act 
no longer as the disturber of Europe. 
The cessions were such in number and 
amount, as to show th*at England was 
far above the mean and selfish purpose 
of seeking a colonial monopoly, or of 
destroying the possibility of commer- 
cial rivalry. All was restored to France, 
excepting only Tobago and the Mau- 
ritius. Britain was indeed to retain 
Malta and the Cape of Good fiope, 
and the small island of Heligoland in 
the Baltic ; but these had never been 
any part of the territories of Franfie. 
France was allowed to have factories, 
but no fortifications, at Pondicherry 
and Chandernagore, qpd the New- 
foundland fisl^ery was put on the 
footing which it rested upon before 
the war, — a boon of the last conse- 
quence, when the education of seamen 
is considered. Sweden relinquished, 
in favour of prance, the claims which 
her treaty with England had given to 
her, and Portugal agreed to cede the 
French province of Cayenne. Both 
these acquisitions were made through 
the mediation of Britain. It may be 
also accounted a cession on tfie part 
of Britain, that France was allowed to 
retain two-thirds of the fleet laid up 
at Antwerp, with the express view of 
encouraging her again to turn her at- 
tention to maritime objects. The 
treaty, therefore, gave the lie in every 
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point to the insidious assertions/ that 
Great Britain disturbed the peace of 
the continent, in order to fix more 
firmly a monopoly of fleets, colonies, 
and commerce. Possessed of every 
means of securing such a monopoly, 
she voluntarily resigned them into the 
hands of her riyal, anid sought no equi- 
valent, excepting in the restoration of 
peace, independence, and tranquillity 
to Europe at large. These sacrifices, 
made in the spirit of peace and mode- 
ration, were not made in vain. They 
secured to Britain the gratitude and 
respect of other states, and, giving 
to her councils that character of jus- 
tice and impartiality which constitutes 
the best national strength, they placed 
her in a situation of more influence 
and eminence in the civilized world, 
than the uncontrouled possession of 
all the cotton' fields and sugar islands 
of the east and w'est could ever have 
raised her to. It is no slight evidence 
of the high respect paid to the good 
faith of England, that, of all the Eu- 
ropean powers, she alone was left in 
the independent exercise of her own 
judgment, concerning the conquests 
which she should cede or return, not 
only without CG>Jitroul from the in- 
tended congress, but without even an 
expression of apprehension that she 
■would abuse this unlimited discretion. 

In this point of view, the surrender of 
so many conquered colonies to France, 
was more beneficial to Great Britain 
than the possession even of those im- 
portant territories which she retained. 
Neither had her rival any just cause of 
complaint. France was indeed left 
by this remarkable treaty stiipt of her 
borrowed feathers, and deprived of all 
that victory and violence had wrested 
from other states ; but she was still 
powerful enough to fill her equal rank 
among the nations, while new sources 
of distinction ana new channels of 
wealth were opened to her active and 
ingenious inhabitants.* And, added to 
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the concessions of foreign powers in 
her favour, France experienced from 
her new ruler that attention to her li- 
berties and immunities, which ^as a 
still higher mark of the advantages 
they were likely to reap, by exchan- 
ging the rule of a despotic conqueror 
for that of a lawful and pacific m6- 
narch 

One of the first acts of Louis was 
to present to his people a set of reso- 
lutions, afterward embodied in the 
Constitutional Charter, or« Magna 
Charta, by which their liberties were 
in future to be secured. As we intend 
to examine more particularly into the 
principles and character of this great 
national document, in our annals for 
1815, we shall here content ourselves 
with saying, that the charter, though 
far from being perfect, contained in it 
all that we have been accustomed to 
recognize as the basis of a free consti- 
tution, and adopted, in all points of 
a general and national tendency, the 
principles fixed in the constitution 
proposed by the senate. The Cham- 
ber of Peers and Chamber of Depu- 
ties were the titles applied to the aris- 
tocratical and popular branches of the 
constitution, instead of the Senate and 
Legislative Body — their public duties 
were divided something like those of 
the House of Peers and Commons in 
England. The independence of. the 
judicial order was recognized, and the 
milirary were confirmecHh their rank 
and revenues. The Chamber of Peers 
was to be nominated by the king, 
with power to create its members 
for life, or hereditary, at his plea- 
sure. The income of the suppress- 
ed senate was resumed, and vested in 
the crown, excepting confiscated pro- 
perty, which was restored to the law- 
ful owners. The catholic religion was 
declared to be that of the state, but 
all other Christian religions were to be 
protected by it. The king’s autho- 
rity was recognized as head of the 
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^ army, and the power of making peace 
and war was vested in him exclusively. 
The liberty of the press was establish- 
ed, but under certain restraints. The 
conscription was abolished — the re- 
sponsibility of ministers recognized ; 
and it may be said, in general, that a 
constitution was traced out, good so 
far as it went, and susceptible of re- 
ceiving the farther improvements which 
time and experience might 
June 4. recommend. The charter 
was presented to the legis- 
lative body by the king in person, 
with a speech, whioh announced that 
the principles which it recognized, 
were such as had been adopted in the 
will of his unfortunate brother, Louis 
XIV. 

This constitutional document under- 
went criticism, both from those who, 
attached to the old system of France, 
had desired to see it restored as it 
stood before the revolution, and from 
the much more numerous class, who, 
though they had submitted in silence 
to Buonaparte’s domination, still hank- 
ered after the principles of revolution- 
ary liberty, and disdained to accept 
either security of property, or freedom 
personal or political, which came in 
the ancient feudal form of a boon from 
a monarch, instead of emanating di- 
rectly from the will of the sovereign 
people. The charter was regarded by 
the former as a mean and degrading 
surrender of the royal authority, and 
bj^ the latter as a badge of servitude im- 
posed ontRe'liation. The disaffection 
of the soldiers, also, became daily mofe 
evident. They insulted the national 
guard of Paris with the nick-name of 
Chevaliers de Pantin, insinuating that 
their retreat from that village on the 
day of the assault had been more pre- 
cipitate than honourable. A more 
bloody discord arose between them and 
the Austrian soldiers. The green 
boughs which the latter always wear 
in their caps, when engaged in foreign 


war, were regarded by the French as 
an insulting emblem of victory. In a 
drinJing-house at the Palais Royale, 
some of the Imperial Guard attempted 
to snatch these obnoxious emblems out 
of the helmets and caps of some Aus- 
trian soldiers. A skirmish ensued ; a 
picquet of the National Guard in vain 
attempted to restore order, and sixty 
or seventy lives were lost. The Frencn 
Guards were reihoved* from Paris to 
Fontainbleau to prevent the repetition 
of such scenes, and a proclamation was 
issued by the Austrian commandant to 
explain, that the emblems which had 
given offence were matters of ordinary 
usage in their armies. But as this had 
been only assumed as the immediate 
pretext of a quarrel to which they were 
otherwise predisposet^, the guards of 
Buonaparte remained almost openly 
irreconcileable to the new dynasty, al- 
though they wore their colours and re- 
ceived their pay. It was hoped that 
time and moderation might work a 
change in their sentiments. 

Still, from the disaffection of the 
soldiers and the discontent of the 
revolutionists, there arose, even in the 
halcyon months of the restoration, ja 
cloud on the political horizon, at first 
as small as that seen by the pro- 
phet from Mount Cv*^cl, but which 
ceased not to increase, *intil the mo- 
narch of Franije, like the King of 
Israel of old, betook himself to his 
chariot and horses, and was fain to 
seek for shelter until the storm past 
away. But the affairs of France have 
already occupied so much of these an- 
nals, that the task of tracing the rise 
and progress of these dissensions must 
be necessarily deferred until we can 
trace them down to their explosion 
and catastrophe in the succq#*ding 
year. 

For the same reason we shall here 
content ourselves with stating, that 
the task of arranging the confused 
and complicated interests of the various 
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•tates of Europe, was referred to a 
congress, to consist of tJie plenipoten- 
tiaries and representatives of the prin- 
cipal sovereign states of Europe, which 
was sum*noned to meet at Vienna. 
The councils of this assembly were 
interrupted by the return of Buona- 
parte, so that the result of their de- 
liberations was not given finally to 
the world The lap=e of twenty-five 
years of constant war and general 
change had made so total an altera- 
tion, not merely in the social relations 
and relative powers of the states of 
Europe, but in the habits, sentiments, 
and principles of the inhabitants, that 
it appeared altogether impossible to 
restore the original system as it exist- 
ed before 1792. The continent re- 
sembled the wrecks of the city of Lon- 
don, after the great conflagration in 
1666, when the boundaries of indivi- 
dual property were so completely ob- 
literated and confounded, that the king 
found himself obliged, by the urgency 
of the occasion, to make new, and in 
some'^degree arbitrary, distributions of 
the ground, in order to rebuild the 
streets upon a plan more regular, and 
better fitted to the improved condition 
of the age. That which proved ulti- 
mately an advantage to London, may 
perhaps produce* 'similar good conse- 
quences to thifi civilized world, and a 
better and more perrflanent order of 
things may be expected to arise out 
of that which has been destroyed. In 
that case, the next generation will 
reap the advantages of the storms with 
which their fathers had to contend. It 
is a good omen, that the necessary 
changes appear hitherto to have been 
effected without much appeal to force, 
and that remonstrances founded on the 
principles of justice have always been 


pleaded, and often successfully, in op- 
position to the interested claims of the 
strong and powerful. If such pleas 
have not always been victorious, it is 
at least something that they have been 
favourably listened to, and that they 
have been rather eluded, than openly 
and with scorn repelled. From this we 
would willingly augur the increasing 
influence of principle in the councils 
of tile European republic. 

The august congress, to whose de- 
liberations the fates of Europe were 
thus entrusted, met at Vienna. There 
appeared in pcrscAi, assisted by their 
prime ministers, the Emperors of Rus- 
sia and Austria, the King of Prussia, 
with the Kings of Bavaria, Wirtem- 
berg, and Denmark. The interests^ 
of England were well committed to 
Lord Castlereagh, who had represent- 
ed her during the whole progress of 
the campaign with a steadiness, wis- 
dom, and spirit, which will make hia 
name long remembered in her annals. 
As an additional mark of respect for 
Louis XVIII., Talleyrand was per- 
mitted to attend as plenipotentiary for 
France ; an indulgence which, in any 
other point of view, that kingdom 
had no right to pretend to, as all her 
own interests had been arranged by 
the treaty of Paris, and she, the late 
oppressor of Europe, could scarce in 
modesty have expected to be called in 
to the councils, which had for their 
object the reparation of the injuries 
which she herself had , 

„TJ'e Emperor of Russia and the 
King of Prussia were received at Vien- 
na, by the Emperor of Austria, with 
the greatest pomp, so early as the 25th 
of September. But the opening of 
the congress was delayed until the Ist 
of November easuing. 
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Militari/ Affairs in Germany ^—Blockade of Hamhur^Ju^Bmeuaiion of ihe> 
Fortresses held by the French beyond the Limits of France, — Cession of Norm 
tvay, — The Norwegians chuse Prince Christian for their King, and proclaim 
their Independence. — Considerations respecting the Justice of their Cause.-^ 
The Crown-Vrince invades Norway. — Prince Christian resigns his Rights . — 
^ new Diet is assembled^ and an Union wM Sweden acquiesced in, — State of 
Poland. — The Duchy of Warsaw adjudged to Russia. -^IjfusSia to be in^ 
demnified by the Dismemberment of Saxony - Impolicy and Injustice of this 
Measure,— Convocation of the States General of Hanover — And the Duke 
of Cambridge's Speech to them . — Union of Belgium with Holland. — Neto 
Constitution of Switzerland — Resisted by Berih but fnally acquiesced in.— 
Geneva accedes to the Helvetic League* — Refections on the mode in which 
these Revolutions were accomplished. 


While the war was blazing furiously 
in France, its embers in Germany were 
slowly dying out. The large garri- 
sons left by Buonaparte in the north, 
now without hope of relief, and isola- 
ted from all the French armies, were 
one by one compelled to surrender, or, 
being blockaded by superior numbers, 
* maintained an useless resist- 
Jan. Dantzick surrendered 

on the 2d day of the year, 
and the garrison were made prisoners 
of war. Shortly afterwards 
Jan. 12. Wittenberg was stormed by 
GeneralTauenzein in a night 
attack. The citadel surrendered at dis- 
cretion, and the garrison were sent to 
Berlin. 

Hamburgh, the most interesting and 
important of the towns which were 
yet maintained by French garrisons, 
remained itill in the calamitous state 


of a blockaded city. Abandoned by 
the Swedes, it had been seized by the 
French ; and Davoust, one of Buo- 
naparte's most devoted adherents and 
most skilful generals, occupied the 
place with an army of*about 40,0000 
men. There \:an be little doubt it 
was the expectation of Napoleon in 
1813, that the army commanded by 
Bernadotte would have been employ- 
ed against this place, and that thus 
the number of his foes on the Elbe 
would have been considerably dimi- 
nished. But he was mistaken ; for, 
whatever might be the policy of the 
Crown Prince, in suffering Hamburgh 
to fall into the hands of the -French 
when it could have been easily de- 
fended, it would have been a more 
cruel blow to the allies, had he wasted 
his time in attempting to recover it, 
instead of co-operating with the grand 
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allied army, and contributing so ma- 
terially as he did to the jiignal vicjiory 
of Leipsic. The siege, tnerefore, or 
rather the blockade, of Hamburgh, 
was left tQ Bennigsen, with an army 
of observation, which was finally aug- 
mented to about 30,000 men. There 
is Ijttle doubt that Davoust, after the 
battle of Leipsic, would have gladly 
evacuated Hamburgh^, and fallen back 
on Holland and Belgium, where his 
presence, at the head of so consider- 
able an army, would have done much 
to keep down the flame of insurrec- 
tion. But he was anticipated by the 
movement of the Crown Prince upon 
Holland in November, and found him- 
self therefore obliged to remain in 
Hamburgh, which he began to foftify, 
with a determination to defend it to the 
uttermost. The beautiful suburbs were 
levelled with the ground, without even 
allowing the miserable inhabitants the 
leisure they implored to remove their 
effects The French soldiers marched 
to the work of havoc, as to a joyous 
fete, preceded by bands of music, and 
bearing lighted brands on their bayo- 
nets. All rations have practised in 
th^ir turn such stern severities of war ; 
but it is reserved to the French to 
mix their cruelty with mockery and 
derision. Another and even more hor- 
rible scene followed. The hospital 
for the poor, and for the children of 
the poor, adjoins to the walls of Ham- 
burgh, a large and strong building, 
which, with the church belonging to 
it, was essential as a military point of 
defence. The sick, the insane, the 
orphans, and the aged, were all ruth- 
lessly expelledfrom their asylum, in the 
depth of a northern winter, and com- 
pelled to wander out among the snow ; 
the wild laughter of the maniacs, rejoi- 
cing in their freedom, mingling strange- 
ly with the wailings of childhood, and 
the groans of infirmity and age. Yet 
Davoust did not utterly deprive them of 
refuge. His master, whose word was his 
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law, had commanded him to spare those 
well-regulated establishments of cha- 
rity, for which Hamburgh is celebra- 
ted all over Germany, and Davoust 
did that in deference to Napoleon’s 
will, which he would not perhaps 
have done from a better feeling. The 
village of EppendorfF, within two miles 
of Hamburgh, was not burnt, being 
left as a place of refuge for these un- 
happy outcasts. But with this act of 
doubtful humanity, Davousf's consi- 
deration for them begun and ended. 
The care of their maintenance was left 
to the inhabitants of the village,' and the 
humanity of General Bennigsen. They 
were quartered in a large Banerhaus^ 
or farm-house, combined with its of- 
fices ; and it is remarkable, that al- 
though few of the sick survived their 
violent ejection from the hospital, yet, 
such is the hardihood of the human 
frame, that almost all the orphan chil- 
dren lived and throve upon their change 
of residence. The village was soon 
afterwards occupied by the Russians, 
after a smart skirmish, and continued 
to be their most advanced post during 
the blockade. General Bennigsen’s 
army was not numerous enough to 
press the siege in form, nor did he ever 
attempt it. He confined himself to 
such operations as were likely to en- 
gage the French in sallies and skir- 
mishes, and expose them to loss, which 
in their situation they could ill afford. 
A principal means whieh he employ- 
ed, after driving in all theif advanced 
po^sts, waste menace the communication 
between the city and Harburg, a sub- 
urb situated on the opposite bank of 
the Elbe, which the French had forti- 
fied very strongly, and where they 
maintained a garrison. It was con- 
nected with Hamburgh by a bridge, 
or rather series of bridges, which uni- 
ted the low flat islands which there in- 
tersect the current of the river. The 
Russian general twice advanced his 
troops upon the ice, as if threatening this 
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communication, and he twice succeed- 
ed in engaging Davoust in sharp skir- 
mishes, which had no other result than 
the loss of men, which pressed hard 
upon the diminished forces of the 
French marahaL At length, percei- 
Ying that the intention of Bennigsen 
was only to waste the strength of 
hjs garrison by frequent actions, Da- 
voust confined himself strictly to the 
defensive, and suffered the Russians 
to repeat their movements on the 
bridge without alarm or opposition, 
satisfied that they could establish no 
post between Harbflrgh and the city. 
From this period active operations 
were at a close, and in tlie end of 
April, Davoust received official infor- 
mation of the change of government 
in France, As the marshal’s attach- 
ment to Buonaparte amounted to fa- 
naticism, he was among the last of his 
generals who submitted to the new 
order of things. At length, however, 
he acquiesced in the orders sent to 
him for the evacuation of Hamburgh, 
General Girard was substituted to 
him by the new government, and as- 
sumed the command of the garrison 
for the purpose of conducting it to 
France. Slaughter, disease and deser- 
tion had reduced the number from 
above 40,000 to about 20,000 men, 
who marched out under arms, leaving 
4000 convalescent in the hospitals. 

Soon after the French 
May 16. ^ had left Hamburgh, that 
^ city resumed her rank as 

an independent free state, governed 
by her ancient senate and native laws, 
with every prospect of recovering the 
wealth which she had lost, by the op- 
portunities afforded to her of resuming 
her commerce, as universal factor for 
Germany. 

Magdeburg was surrendered about 
the same time, together with Maes- 
tricht, Mentz, Huningen, and all the 
other fortresses occupied by the French 
within the limits of Germany. In 


Holland and Belgium, Flushing, Ber- 
gen.9p.Zoom,.Venloo, and other places 
which French garrisons had hitherto 
held, were in like manner evacuated, 
in compliance with the treaty of Pa- 
ris, and the troops who had defended 
them were withdrawn into France, to 
add to the strength of her re-organi- 
zed army, and, as it proved, to the 
weakness and instability of the new 
government. 

The political affairs of Germany, 
and indeed of Europe, remained in un- 
certainty during the progress of the 
war, and, after its conclusion, every 
point of debate among the regenerate 
states of the empire, was referred to 
the congress of Vienna. But the fate 
of the empire itself was decided in one 
grand particular. ThcEmperorof Aus- 
tria refused to resume the style of Em- 
peror of Germany, and it was settled 
by the treaty of Paris that the German 
empire should not be revived under its 
ancient complicated political constitu- 
tion, but should in future form a fede- 
rate union of the princes and moiftirchs 
who were formerly vassals of this ancient 
state. Important changes were also me. 
ditated in the north of Europe. • 

We have already glanced at the 
powerful bribe held forth to induce 
the Crown Prince df Sweden to join 
the European league. *It must be al- 
lowed, that it Aras made not only at a 
time when his services were essential 
to the allies, but when his weight, 
thrown into the other scale, would 
have formed a tremendous addition 
either to the force with which Buona- 
parte was threatening Russia, then the 
last barrier of European independence ; 
or, at a later period, to the armies 
which, gaining the battle of Bautzen, 
threatened to re-establish the domina- 
tion of France over the north of Europe. 
It is in such moments of emergence 
that the interested demand, and the an- 
xious are apt to yield conditions, with- 
out scrupulously weighing their jus- 
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tice. Besides, Sweden could shew an 
equitable right to have her former 
losses repaired, and, considering thecir. 
cumstances in which she had been 
deprived of Finland, had both an in« 
terest and an apology for demanding 
that it should be restored to her, as 
the* first pledge of amity between Rus- 
sia and Sweden. Such a demand the 
Crown Prince was unquestionably en- 
titled to make, and it would not be 
difficult to shew that it might have 
been the interest of this country to 
have backed a condition, which, be- 
sides restoring a conquest iniquitously 
made and unjustly detained, would have 
limited the powerful empire of the 
Czars to their original share of the 
shores of the Baltic. On the other 
hand, the value Finland to Russia 
was nearly inestimable. By this ac- 
quisition she gained for her frontier 
an almost impregnable line of sea- 
coast ; and, instead of being skirted 
by a neighbouring and often hostile 
state, on a line commencing within a 
hundi^id and thirty miles of St Peters- 
burgh, Russia now only comes in con- 
tact with Sweden in the distant and 
inhospitable regions of the North Pole. 
It was, therefore, in vain to expect, 
that, once possessed of a countr)' so 
valuable to her frofn its situation, Rus- 
sia would ever resign it ; and the ques- 
tion remained how to find a compen* 
sation equally advantageous to Swe- 
den. This was not difficult ; for, what- 
ever advantage Russia could promise 
herself from the possession of Finland, 
Sweden would received the same, and 
much more, from the acquisition of 
Norway, since it would assign to her 
the sea as her frontier, almost along 
the whole chain of her possessions, 
instead of an independent and inimi- 
cal dominion. Denmark also was, and 
had all along been, the determined 
ally of France, and Norway, as a 
part of her dominions, might, it was 
thought, be justly promised to the 


Crown Prince, in case of the succest 
of the allies, as the reward of his ad- 
herence to the general cause* In the 
treaty, therefore, between the Emper- 
or of Russia and King of Sweden, the 
former power became bound, either by 
negociation or military co-operation, 
to procure for the crown of Sweden 
the cession of Norway. Great Britain 
also pledged herself to effect the same 
object, either by mediation with Den- 
mark, or naval co-operation. By the 
law of nations, cessions of this sort 
are often recognized as the purchase* 
of peace. That it’would be unjust to 
enter into war for the purpose of dis- 
possessing an unoffending power of 
any part of her dominions, is an evi- 
dent truth. But, the sword being once 
drawn, a state of war implies the right 
of the stronger party to such part of 
the territories of the other, as he can 
either wrench from him by force of 
arms, or compel him to surrender at 
the price of peace. It is in this man- 
ner that a beaten nation must submit 
to the penalty of her weakness, and 
to the denunciation expressed in the 
vtB victis of the Gallic conqueror. 
But it appears a very different ques- 
tion, how far a monarch can cede a 
kingdom which belongs to him in so- 
vereignty only, and not in patrimony, 
which w^as the relation in which Nor- 
way stood to Denmark ; although it 
seems probable, that, in the hurry of 
that interesting moment, when ' the 
fates of all Europe were (l/*.p€‘.^ding on 
the event of the bloody game between 
France and Russia, and in the eager- 
ness to secure an active and powerful 
co-operation on the part of Sweden, 
our ministers gave no particular consi- 
deration to the peculiar circumstances 
of Norway, but regarded that king- 
dom as equally transferable with the 
colony of Guadaloupe, a conquest from 
France, which, by the same treaty, 
Britain agreed to resign to Denmark. 
It is not in time of war, or during the 
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impendence of such a momentous cri* 
•iS) that the rights of nations can be 
icrupulously weighed ; and experience 
has too often shown that considera- 
tions, at other times of the highest 
importance, form at such periods no 
greater obstacle to the conclusion of 
a treaty, than a field of standing corn, 
from which the peaceful traveller turns 
aside, would oppose to the march of an 
army advancing to battle. BuC with 
peace there returned a nicer sense of 
the principles of justice ; and, if it were 
impossible to avoid completing the 
transaction in whicrfi we were thus en- 
tangled, there were few so hard-heart- 
ed as to view the fate of Norway with- 
out compassion. 

That kingdom had been long inde- 
pendent, and, though governed under 
a despotic form by the kings of Den- 
mark, their laws had never been ty- 
rannically administered. A race of 
herdsmen and foresters, they lived se- 
questered among their woods and 
mountains, acknowledged, since the 
corruption of the ancient Swiss man- 
ners, to exhibit the most interesting 
picture which Europe now possesses, 
of ancient worth, bravery, and simpli- 
city. To men in this state of society, 
the name of national independence is 
deservedly and peculiarly dear. Their 
minds and affections are not blunted 
by the disgusting egotism, which 
teaches the native of a more luxurious 
aocrety to drown the sense of public 
fronouup his’ own selfish wants and 
enjoyments.' To Sweden also ^he 
Norwegians had long nourished that 
uncontroulable aversion, with which 
small states regard a more powerful 
neighbour. The successful resistance 
which they had made to the numerous 
attempts upon their independence, were 
^like that which Scotland formerly of- 
fered to England,) the proudest chap- 
ters in their history ; and the duty of 
following the example of their ances- 
tors, and maintaining the honourable 


character bequeathed to them, was the 
firs^ lesson which each Norwegian im- 
pressed on his children. A nation of 
this character is not to be transferred, 
like a flock of sheep, from pne master 
to another; and, let Vattel, Puffen- 
dorf, and Orotius, say what they will, 
concerning the right of Denmarlt, to 
cede, and of Sweden to receive, their 
allegiance, the lyisophiaticated feelings 
of the reader will suffer like our own^ 
when we detail the history of their 
subjugation. 

The Crown Prince of Sweden had, 
as we have already noticed, spent his 
leisure hours at Liege with his Swedes 
while the bloody campaign 
of Paris was fought and JlprU 10. 
wonf His farthest excur- 
sion towards the scane of action had 
been a peaceful visit to Nancy, when 
that town was far in the rear of the 
allied armies ; but he returned to his 
head. quarters without even visiting 
those of the allies. When all was 
over, indeed, he met the allied mo- 
narchs at the French capital ; 4}ut it 
is supposed that his dilatory conduct 
was resented, and that his reception 
proved a cold one. Accordingly Jie 
made no long stay where probably his 
presence was not very acceptable, but, 
perceiving no chanee of his assistance 
being called for in tht new order of 
things at Parif, returned towards the 
shores of the Baltic, in order to pos- 
sess himself of Norway, before any ob- 
stacle should occur to prevent fulfil- 
ment of the treaty by which that 
kingdom was destined to change mas«< 
ters. 

The Norwegians had already been 
apprized of their fate by a 
proclamation from the King Feb. S. 
of Sweden, in which, using 
the best arguments which the case ad- 
mitted of, he acquainted them that by 
the treaty of Kiel they were ceded to 
the crown of Sweden. He promised 
them, however, a compensation for the 
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wounds which their feelings must un- 
dergo, by the boon of a. free constitu- 
tion, founded on the two grand prin- 
ciples of a national representation, and 
the exclUf^ive right of taxing them- 
selves. War, he promised, should in- 
fest them no more, and the mountains 
between Sweden and Norway should 
no longer form an imaginary line of 
division betweeji twq nations of the 
same race, and whom Nature had des- 
tined to be members of one state. The 
Norwegians received this summons as 
the Scotch of former tinges would have 
received that of an English monarch. 
The nation resolved to declare itself 
independent, and to nominate to the 
government of Norway, vacant by the 
cession of the King of Denmark, PHnce 
Christian Frederick, hereditary crown 
prince of that kingdom, under the title 
of regent. The young prince, with 
more spirit than prudence, accepted of 
the invitation, without well weighing 
the power of the adversaries with 
whom he had to contend. He passed 
to Nwway, and instantly became ac- 
tively engaged in preparing the means 
of defence against the expected inva- 
sion of Sweden. The Norwegian army 
was neither numerous nor well pro- 
vided, But on the other hand, the 
frontier mountains can only be pene- 
trated at particular passes, and that 
with difficulty. The country is too 
poor to afford supplies to a numerous 
army of invaders, and the peasants, 
well disposed to consider the war as 
national, were expected to conduct 
themselves like those of the Tyrol, 
who, in a country similar in natural 
strength, often proved superior to re- 
gular troops. Assisted by a council 
of regency, Christian prepared for his 
new state the constitution of a heredi- 
tary limited monarchy, upon a liberal 
plan. It recognized the king as wielding 
the executive power, and as possessing 
the privilege of making peace and war. 
The people were to exercise by their 


representatives the legislative autho- 
rity and the powers of taxation. Li- 
berty was secured to the press, and 
freedom of conscience to Christians of 
all persuasions. By thus assimilating 
their constitution to the English, it 
is possible that the poor Norwegians 
hoped to sooth the power on which 
they were aware that their fate musj 
ultimately depend ; for Norway is a 
barrel! country, and, even in the most 
favourable seasons, never produces corn 
enough to support her inhabitants, so 
that they depend chiefly upon importa- 
tion for the means cf subsistence. The 
wretched bread of their country, al- 
though the meal be economically eked 
out by the bark of trees, saw-dust, 
and other materials, which may All the 
stomach though they supply no nou- 
rishment to the system, cannot, even 
by these miserable shifts, be made suf- 
ficient for the use of the inhabitants ; 
a naval blockade, therefore, on the 
part of England, must prove a death- 
blow to their project of independence. 
Aware of this cause of apprehension, 
yet hoping that England might sym- 
pathize with a spirit so much akin to 
her own, and espouse the cause of a na- 
tion which was willing to adopt a con- 
stitution on the same free basis, Mr 
Anker was sent as an envoy to Britain 
to secure the amity, or at least the neu- 
trality, of this country. Anxious at the 
same time to shew their own amicable 
disposition, the regency sent forth a 
proclamation abolishing pir^^ering,. 
the species of naval war in which Den- 
mark had done so much damage to 
the English trade, and courting a re- 
conciliation on any terms, except that 
of being transferred to the dominion 
of a hated and hereditary enemy. 

It is probable that the English mi- 
nistry now saw this article of their 
treaty with Sweden in a light different 
from that in which it had appeared 
when it was entered into. When they 
promised their assistance, by media- 
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tion or force, to compel Denmark to 
ratify the cession of Norway, they 
had not augured that the devoted vic- 
tim should assume an interest in her 
own fate, and burst from the horns of 
the altar to which she was led ; or 
that their engagement, different from 
hs original purpose, should not only 
bind them to force the siirrendeB, but 
to assist actively at the sacrifice. Any 
combination to deprive a country of 
independence, which is desirous of re- 
taining*it, is — we cannot repeat it too 
often— decidedly wicked in principle, 
and in practice of the very worst ex- 
ample. But — this had been entered 
into ; and it was impossible to retreat 
from the fulfilment of the engage, 
ment, for which the faith of the coun- 
try stood pledged by solemn treaty. 
It was in vain that the Norwegians, 
by their envoy, appealed to the jus- 
tice, to the humanity, almost to the 
mercy, of the British parliament. The 
men of talents upon the opposition 
bench, with eloquence which would 
have had more weight had not their 
censure been too systematic on all 
occasions to seem quite disinterested, 
pointed out the hardship and injustice 
of the fate of the Norwegians ; but 
Britain, like the Duke in the Merchant 
of Venice, was, in order to preserve 
her character of good faith, compelled 
to make good a contract, the nature of 
which jatred fteverely upon her own 
feelings. The blockade of 
April 29. the ports of Norway 

announced to the public ; 
and it became obvious that, since the 
power of the British navy was em- 
ployed to prevent importation into her 
harbours, the nation must resign the 
contest. We do not share the scru- 
ples of the statesmen who regard this 
particular measure as contrary to the 
rules of war. The intercepting the 
means of subsistence, whether destined 
fo» the supply of a hostile army or a 
besieged fortress, is among the most 


ordfhary and obvious of warlike mea- 
sures. But we regret that this, or 
any other, should have been employed 
on the present occasion. * 

The Norwegian national diet met 
at Christiana, and by a great majority 
acknowledged the proposed conatftu* 
tion, and received Christian Frederick 
as their soverei^. Bfit it had hardly 
dissolved ere four envoys, from Aus- 
tria, Russia, England, and Prussia, 
arrived to announce the pleasure of 
this powerful confederacy. They re- 
quired of Christian again to convoke 
the diet, and resign into the hands of 
the national representatives the powers 
of reyalty which he had rashly ac- 
cepted ; they demanded the evacuation 
of the Swedish frontfer, and that cer- 
tain fortresses of importance should 
be occupied by Swedish troops ; and 
on these terms they promised the sus- 
pension of the blockade. These condi- 
tions, after some capitulation, were re- 
jected by Christian, and it seeme^ as if 
the fate of Norway were to be decided 
by arms. The new king was deserted 
by his father the King of Denmark, 
who was at great pains to disavow the 
proceedings both of Christian and of 
the diet, and to express his willingness 
to abide by the conditiq^is of the treaty 
of Kiel. , 

The Crown Prince of Sweden mean 
time, having suddenly recovered from 
the lethargy which seemed to oppress 
him while at Liege, was not only ve- 
hement in his threats, but active in his 
preparations and prompt in his move- 
ments. His fiotilla had the 
advantage in a naval action Jul^ 26. 
near the islands of Hualorn, 
and he shortly afterwards entered Nor- 
way at the head of a large Swedish 
army. One of his divisions, under 
General Gatin, received a check from 
the Norwegians ; but his own progress 
was uninterrupted and successful, and 
Frederickstadt surrendered with little 
resistance. After some other partial 
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actions, all of which were favourtible 
to the Swedes, the Crown 
j^ug, 12, Prince forced the passage 
’ of the riyer Glommcn, and 
made preparations for attacking Chris- 
tian at his position of Moss. But 
further resistance on the part of Nor- 
way was now desperate, and the cause 
of the new kin*g had 'been already de- 
serted hy most of the mercantile inte- 
rest and many of the nobles. Christian 
yielded to his fate, and entered into a 
convention with the Crown Prince, by 
which he virtually resigned his rights 
upon Norway. A diet was to be sum- 
moned, and the Crown Prince, always 
in the name of the King of Sweden, 
bound himself to accept the constitu- 
tion which had’^been adopted at the 
former di^t of tsvvold, with no other 
alterations than were necessary for the 
union of the two kingdoms The diet 
assembled at the time appointed, and 
received the resignation of Christian 
Frederick, who returned to Denmark, 
refusing, and doubtless with a swell- 
ing heart, the offer of a British frigate. 
The diet of Christiana next declared 
tfie union wuth Sweden, and adopted 
the king of the latter country as con- 
ftitutional monarch of Norway. Thus 
terminated thit* new incident in our 
age of revolutions. It^p probable that 
the high spirit displayed by the Nor- 
wegians, as it procured them the re- 
fpect of the victor, will continue to 
secure the benefits of the free constitu- 
tion, which, in the moment of victory, 
he judged it prudent as well as gene- 
rous to recognize. Nor can it be 
doubted, that, when old enmities and 
antipathies are forgotten, the union of 
Norifay with Sweden will prove a hap- 
py measure, for countries resembling 
each other in manners and language, 
and so situated that Nature herselif 
seems to have intended them to form 
one state. This favourable prospect, 
however, arises from our confidence in 
Providence, which so often extracts 


good out of evil ; and can never sane- 
tion the original violence to th# will 
of a free people, by which the event, 
however desirable it may prove in the 
end, was originally brought about. 

Denmark, stripped of Norway, and 
receiving only a nominal compensa- 
tion on the continent, is now reduced 
to the lowest order of European states. 
We cannot pity this descent, when we 
recollect that it proceeded from her 
blind and obstinate adherence to the 
cause of Buonaparte, even to the very 
last. She can only be said to have 
shared the ruin of the tower to which 
she resorted as a place of refuge. But 
in regard to British policy, it may be 
w^ell doubted whether we have acted 
wisely in strengthening Sweden at the 
expcnce of her ancient and constant 
rival. A northern confederacy, and 
our exclusion from the Sound, may be 
much more easily effected hereafter, 
than while the states of Denmark and 
Sweden continued upon an equipoise. 

A political arrangement, of more 
importance to Europe, though not of 
more interest in itself, than the union 
of Norway and Sweden, was the re- 
sumption of the duchy of Warsaw, 
and the dismemberment of Saxony. It 
will be recollected that Napoleon, in 
bis pknitude of power, and anxious 
after the battle of Tilsit to secure for 
a time the alliance of Russia, had ceded 
to her some districts of -Poland, as 
Byalistok and Tarnopol, wtifcli he biid 
ti^renched from Austria and Prussia. 
But the great vyound which he dealt to 
the latter kingdom, was by creating the 
grand duchy of Warsaw, and giving a 
nominal independence to great part of 
Poland, under the administration of the 
King of Saxony. This was probably 
the commencement of a new coqrse 
of experiments upon that unfortunate 
countiy, which for half a century has 
been regarded by the statesmen of Eu- 
rope as clay in the hands of the po»^er, 
capable of being moulded into any 
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form that should suit them for the 
time. To Napoleon, during his power, 
the advantages of Poland were inesti- 
mable. Her hopes, her fears, her re- 
sentments, her vengeance, were all im- 
plements in his hand, which he knew 
well how to use. He made his grand 
duchy of Warsaw an object of dread 
to Prussia, Austria, and Russia,, all of 
whom saw in it the germ of the resur- 
rection of Poland as an independent 
and formidable neighbour, glowing 
with r«collection yf the wrongs she 
had sustained, and supported by an 
ally whose power appeared next to 
irresistible. From Poland, Buonaparte 
drew his best and most faithful troops, 
whose blood he disposed of as his own 
free property in all quarters of Eu- 
rope ; and in the extremity of his dis- 
tress, when a fugitive from Russia, it 
was still upon Polish assistance that 
he calculated. To raise that military 
nation in mass, and oppose to the 
Russian irregulars clouds of lancers as 
active and indefatigable as those who 
had harassed his own flight from Mos- 
cow, — to put, as he termed it, all 
Poland on horseback, would not have 
proved a task so diiflcult as it may 
kem, had not Napoleon’s shuffling and 
tricking manoeuvres fully convinced 
the nation that he sought only his 
own ends, and had no serious purpose 
in favour of their national independ- 
ence. With •Buonaparte fell the sys- 
tem hr‘had erected ; but the import- 
ance and difficulty of settling the*^ 
fairs of Poland continued to engage 
the attention of the allies, and of the 
congress at Vienna, To hope to restore 
the independence of Poland upon a 
footing of strength sufficient to be, as in 
former times, a harrier between Russia 
and Germany, was like asking the lion 
and eagle to disgorge the prey they 
had devoured. Russia, Austria, and 
Prussia, would have considered it a 
— -ftrange termination to a successful war, 


whitfh should ‘compel them to surren- 
der the spoils they had been possessed 
of for 80 many years subsequent to the 
partition. To have maintained the 
grand duchy as an independent state 
in the centre of three such powerful 
neighbours, would be but laying *the 
foundation for future intrigues, parti- 
tions, and wars.* It w*a 8 therefore ob- 
vious that Poland was no longer to 
have even nominal independence, and 
it followed as a matter of course that 
Russia would possess herself of the 
largest share of that which remained 
unappropriated at the meeting of con- 
gress ; and it seemed probable that 
PruLisia would be unable to resume 
that portion of the dismembered stat^ 
which had been originally assigned to 
her. All, or the greater part, of 
the grand duchy of Warsaw, it waf 
plain, would fall to the lot of Russia. 
The strides of this powerful nation 
into the centre of Europe may indeed 
be regarded as fraught with future 
danger ; and good policy required that 
Prussia, her natural rival, though at 
present her close ally, should be^so 
strengthened, as in time of need to 
form a counterpoise to a power of 
such tremendous ii^uence. 

But it was no easy nwtter to arrange 
the affairs of Prussia so as to give her 
the necessary extent of country and 
population to supply the large armies 
she is under the necessity of keeping 
on foot, in numbers so disproportion- 
ed to those of her subjects ; nor is it 
less difficult to consolidate the domi- 
nions which she already possesses. Her 
territories, whose length, compared to 
their breadth, is so much extended, 
that they were likened by Voltaire 
to a pair of garters, are disposed, be- 
sides, in the most irregular manner, 
and intersected at every point and an- 
gle by the dominions of some other 
power. Reaching from the banks of 
the Nienien to those of tbe Rhine, 
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Prussia has frontier everywhere, with- 
out depth or extent of territory to 
defend it ; thus resembling an army 
which som'e unskilful general has drawn 
up upon a line so long and so thin, 
that it is liable to be penetrated at 
eveVy point. She is sovereign besides 
of a number of detached and insulated 
possessions, whilh she’probably nurses 
the hope of uniting to her state by 
arrondissements as opportunities shall 
arise. Thus Prussia seems to appear 
and disappear successively through all 
the north- east of Germany, and to be 
always present, though never in force. 
The most obvious interest of Europe 
was to give this important state ckpth 
and consolidation, by embodying the 
grand duchy of Warsaw with her Po- 
lish dominions. But the transcendent 
influence of Austria limited the claims 
of Prussia to that part of the duchy 
which lay nearest to her own domi- 
nions, and it was necessary to seek in- 
demni^fication elsewhere. Saxony pre- 
sented in its present condition the fairest 
scope for confiscation. 

This state, once one of the most 
poVerful in Germany, and which ex- 
erted a predominating influence in the 
diets of the empire, long ere the house 
of Brandenburgh had risen out of ob- 
scurity, held latterly a Ipw rank among 
the German powers. This decadence 
was chiefly owing to the wars in which 
Saxony had been engaged by the two 
electors who ventured to assume the 
thorny crown of Poland, and saw their 
national domains wasted, the first Au- 
gustus by Charles XII., and jhe se- 
cond by Frederick of Prussia. Since 
that time her rulers have followed a 
pacific^ policy, and, compelled to join 
the Prussians in the war which gave 
so deep a blow to their power, the 
Elector of Saxony lost no time after 
their defeat at Jena to join the party 
of France, to which he afterwards 
adhered. If he hoped to purchase 


an exemption, by this early submis- 
sion, from the ordinary fate of Buo- 
naparte’s allies, it was mistaken po- 
licy. Saxony did not obtain the re- 
pose for which her ruler had been in 
such haste to sacrifice the national ho- 
nour by premature submission to the 
victor. The Saxon troops were employ** 
ed in .the French army constantly from 
the very day after the battle of Jena, 
and the country was compelled to waste 
its resources in paying and supplying 
them. The elector had for his reward 
a mock regal title, and was created no- 
minally, but not in effectual sovereign- 
ty, Grand Duke of Warsaw. Every 
thing about Napoleon’s government 
was shadowy, fantastic, and delusive, 
excepting the sad reality of his bayo- 
nets and artillery. He rewarded his 
allies by empty titles, as he gave his 
people bulletins of French glory in- 
stead of the sons whom he had torn 
from their arms. When the long and 
fearful vision was closing, the King 
of Saxony was one of the last to 
awaken, or at least to shake himself 
free from its terrors. So far as the 
monarch was concerned, therefore, he 
could have no reason to complain of 
the forfeiture of his dominions. He 
had attached himself to Buonaparte’s 
fortunes, not with the generosity of a 
grateful ally, but as being the party 
whom he esteemed most likely to be 
successful in the struggle*; and he 
had done so after some vacill^^on, as 
:5 *lo wait the depression of the scale, 
which gave the allied sovereigns the 
right of upbraiding him with breach 
of faith. In losing the whole, or any 
part of his dominions, therefore, he 
only incurred the natural penalty of his 
conduct. But it was different with the 
Saxons themselves, whose active assist- 
ance, as well as their best wishes, had 
attended the allies through the whole 
struggle, and who therefore had done 
nothing to merit either to lose thf?r. 
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independence, or to be despoiled of 
their territory. When the Saxon troops 
left the French banners, to array them- 
selves under th >se ol allied hurope* 
they acquired, by a deed of no ordinary 
merit or utility, the right of being 
considered as a free people. Their dis- 
Ijjce to the Prussian governmeatand na- 
tion had been lucreast d during the wars 
of the great Frederick ; and the propo- 
sal to melt down and incorporate their 
territories with those of his successor, 
was galling to their pride as an ancient 
and independent statt, and to their pre- 
judices against their ancient enemies. 
On the part of the king, it was alleged, 
that he had intc nded to go over to the 
allies, had the rapidity of their motions 
allowed him time to mature his plan of 
secession from Buonaparte. “ There 
can be no doubt of the truth of this,'^ 
said Talleyrand, as he enforced the 
plea ; ** it was only the King of Sax- 
ony’s misfortune* that his watch went 
slower than that of the allied sove- 
reigns, and he was too late by a quar- 
ter of an hour ” All these circum- 
stances rendered the Saxons much 
averse to any alteration affecting their 
ancient independence. 

When the purpose of the allies, 
therefore, was made manifest, by Prince 
Repnin, the Russian general, surren- 
dering to Prussia the administration of 
Saxony, which he had hitherto exer- 
cised; their feeling of the proposed in- 
ji^tice and indignity assumed among 
the Saxon military a tune of decide^ 
violence. Two Saxon regiments mu-*'' 
tinied at Liege, the head quarters of 
Blucher, and even assaulted tiie house 
of the Prussian Field Marshal, but 
were repelled by his guards, although 
not without bloodshed. 

Alarmed by tuese appearances of 
discontent, and yielding lu part to the 
remonstrances cf Talleyrand, who is 
understood to have been vehement in 
support of the King of Saxony, the 
VII. PAar I. 


congress shewed an inclination to com* 
pronvise matters between his claims and 
the demands of Prussia, by assigning 
to the la. ter power the two^provuicea 
of Lnsatia on the right btiik of the 
Libe, and others most convenient for 
her frontier, leaving to the king kia 
titl>% and permission to wear a crown 
at Dresden, almost within hearing of 
the Prussian drums. Like other half 
measures, this accommodation between 
justice and policy is likely to Serve the 
purpose of neither. The same moral 
objections lie to the seizure of any part 
of the S.ixon dominions, as to the an- 
nihilation of its independence entirely; 
and t^ie effect of the evil example is 
the same, though the extent of the 
aggression be diminirfied in degree* 
Oil the other hand, the political ob* 
ject, which was the excuse for the 
measure, will be imperfectly atraioed 
by the cession of one half of Saxony 
only. Completely united with Prus- 
sia, she might in com sc of time for- 
get her indepcnd.nce, and becomib an 
integral part of that kingdom. But 
a King of Saxony in Dresden will 
be like an Emperor in the Isle of 
Elba, —an object of attachment and 
affection to hx the hopes and thef 
wishes of the inhabitants of the ceded 
provinces ; and so long 3s the name of 
Saxony is preseAed as an independent 
stale, so lung will the inhabitants of 
Lusatia consider themselves as Saxons, 
not as Prussians, and be an incum- 
brance, rather than an advantage, to 
the court of Berlin. We fear thatf 
when this arrangement shall be com- 
pleted, the congress will be found to 
have done too much for moral justiccf 
and too little for political prudence. 

In the King of Britain’s electo- 
ral dominions, which he recovered, of 
course, upon the expul'iion of the 
French, an important change of con* 
stitution was adopted. As the ancient 
system of the German empire was not 
V 
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again to be revived, aikl as seveaal of representative body. After receiving 
the sovereigns who held the great fiefs an address from the assembly, his royal 
of the empire had been gratified with highness answered them in a speech 
the royaUdignity, it was not decorous couched in manly, liberal, and consti- 
that the King of Great Britain should, tutional language. He claimed for 
in his capacity of a member of the the Prince Regent the well-deserved 
German league, hold a lower place praise of having given the first exam*’ 
than the Kings of Bavaria and Wir- pie to the potentates of Germany, hy 
temberg. Count Munster, therefore, calling together a representative body 
the Hanoverian minister of state, an- of fus states ; and he gave to the 
nounced to the congress, that the Hanoverian people the applause well 
Prince Regent, in order to maintain won, by the zealous loyalty which 
the dignity of the house of Bruns- survived and defied so long a course 
wick Lunenburgh, and secure for it of foreign tyrarfny and oppression, 
its ancient and becoming rank among The conclusion must be quoted at 
the members of the Germanic body, length 

had resolved to assume the t^le of Assembled deputies of the king- 
King of Hanover jin which, of course, dom, the whole country has its eyes 
the assembled plenipotentiaries acqui- on you. From you it looks for deli- 
esced without hesitation. But a more berations on the new measures which 
important change than that of sur- the Prince Regent has to take in con- 
mounting the scutcheon of Hano- cert with you. 

ver with a royal crown for an elec- You will wei^h the relations of 
toral coronet, was the convocation of all classes, and maintain them in just 
the states of the king^s German pro- equilibrium, having in view the good 
vincas in a general diet, assembled at of the whole, which is founded on the 
Haaover by the royal proclamation, good of the single parts. Never for- 
for the purpose of adjusting an uni- get that the Regent feels himself inti- 
R)rm system of taxation and finance, mately connected with his subjects. 
Thus, as it was the proud fortune of If the difficult times require great sa- 
Britain to be the most steady, and crifices in the increase of the revenues, 
consistent, and finawed upholder of consider that the sovereign demands 
the independence of Europe during nothing for himself,— that we ask only 
twenty-five years of ‘usurpation and what the country requires, 
revolution, she had the satisfaction If some privileges must be sacri- 

to see that her ruler was the first ficed to form a bettei; internal order, 
who shewed to the assembled sove- remember that the Prince Regent gives 
reigns the manly and generous ex- ^p rights which others consider as an 
ample of placing that independence essential part of the royal dignity, by 
upon the only sure foundation, by ad- assembling you here — to be to him, 
mitting his people to a just share of here, what the parliament is in the 
the government of his hereditary states, sister kingdom of Great Britain, the 
and consequently to full enjoyment of high council of the nation.” 
the liberty for wliich they had strug- Hitherto none of the German sove- 
gled. In the meeting of reigns, excepting the Duke of Nassau, 
Dec, 15. the Hanoverian estates, the have ventured to follow the noble and 
Prince Regent was repre- disinterested example set to them in 
sented by his brother the Duke of Hanover, by establishing a national 
Cambridge, whose speech at opening representation j but wc may prophesy 
the diet pointed out the duties of this that they will not long neglect it wilK-* 
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out serious inconvenience. There is 
spirit abroad in the world that 
will not and cannot be repressed ; nor 
did the whole population of Germany 
rise to expel foreign usurpation, in 
order to resume witYi patience the de- 
grading and galling yoke imposed on 
them by their own princes. The mad- 
man who neglects to supply his house 
with a chimney must be suffocated 
with smoke, or consumed with fire ; 
and what that necessary accommoda- 
tion is Jo domestic comfort, a national 
representation is td the social system. 
It affords at once means of evapora- 
tion and escape for noxious fumes, and 
affor*l8 genial comfort and warmth to 
the system by judiciously encouraging, 
and at the same time regulating, the 
spirit of freedom and love of right, 
which despotism will in our day find it 
difficult to smother. 

The fate of Belgium was next to be 
determined. Upon the evacuation of 
that country by the French, the provi- 
sional government of what was once 
called the Austrian Netherlands had 
been assumed by General St Vincent ; 
but it was generally understood that 
the emperor had no inclination to re- 
sume the property of those distant pro- 
vinces, which cost more in a single year 
of war than their revenues could re- 
pay in ten years of peace, and which 
had been now long severed from his 
dominions. It was speedily agreed 
3 Hnongnhe plenipotentiaries at the con- 
gress, that the natural union between ^ 
Belgium and Holland should be re- 
newed, and that the whole Nether- 
lands should be placed under the do- 
minion of the house of Orange. This 
purpose, which had been long antici- 
pated, was formally communicated to 
the inhabitants of the ten catholic pro- 
vinces by a proclamation of Baron St 
Vincent, dated upon the 31st July. 
He surrendered the government of 
the iipvereign Prince of 
the United Netherlands with these rc- 


maricable exprressions concerning their 
future destiny : — 

The peace which has given repose 
to Europe is going to confirm the 
happiness of the people of Belgium 
and Holland. Already connected by 
the natural bonds of a common de- 
scent, of common industry and virtues, 
you will find the pledge of your dura- 
ble prosperity in the strict conformity 
of your administration. 

“ Belgium, under the government 
of the serene house of Orange, under 
a system the most favourable to its 
commerce, and with the preservation 
of its religion and manners, will soon 
be restored to its ancient lustre ; your 
fine cities, Ghent, Bruges, Ostend, 
Antwerp, &c. ; th& monuments of 
your national industry, wi»ich Ian- 
guhhed in the late unhappy times, will 
again rival in industry ind prosperity 
with the first commercial nations. 

“ People of Belgium, the general 
interest of Europe destines you an en- 
viable fate ; an indissoluble uniofi shall 
ensure its duration under the most ve- 
nerable guarantee that human power 
can give.’^ * 

In a proclamation by the 
Prince of Orange, he announ- Aug, h 

ced that he wasto hold the go- 

11 • ^ -1 1 

vernment provisionally, until .the new 
destination of these beautiful provinces, 
and their consolidation with the sister 
states of Holland, should oe recognized 
by the court of Vienna ; and declared 
his purpose to honour and protect re- 
ligiQii, to give to nobility the splen- 
doiirydue to its merits, and to encourage 
agriculture, commerce, and all branch- 
es of industry. “ These,’* said the 
prince, “ will be my most delightful 
duties, the objects of my indessant 
care. Happy if, in multiplying my 
claims to your esteem, I shall succeed 
in preparing and facilitating the union 
wliich is to fix your destiny, and which 
will permit my love to make no dif- 
ference between you and that people 
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whom Nature herself veems to«have 
destined to form with Belgium one 
powerful and prosperous state.*’ 

It appeared, from subsequent cir- 
cumstances, that the fates of the Ne- 
therlands were to be intrusted in a 
great measure to the protection of 
Great Britain, as being not only chiefly 
interested in maintaiiing the integrity 
and independence of the new kingdom, 
but believed at that time to be about 
to connect her own royal family with 
that of Orange by a most close and 
intimate tie. English troops were sent 
into Flanders in great numbers, and 
formed garrisons in most of the towns 
towards the French frontier, ^where 
they were advantageously distinguish- 
ed by their grod discipline and orderly 
conduct. The new sovereign of the 
Netherlands made, at the same time, 
the greatest exertions to recruit and 
organize his national forces, a precau- 
tion, of which the awful events of the 
next spring shewed the prudence and 
nec^sity. Thus enlarged and secu- 
red, the kingdom of the Netherlands 
became well worthy of good govern- 
ment, and, if necessary, of valiant de- 
fence ; for few countries of the same 
size are equally populous in propor- 
tion to their extent, or wealthy and 
fertile in proportion to their popula- 
tion. The Scheldt wis opened by the 
treaty of Paris, and Antwerp declared 
a free pert, but for commercial purposes 
only. The course of the Rhine being, 
therefore, now free, it may be expected 
that its ports will soon become the em-*^ 
porium of continental importation, and 
that the cities of Flanders will resume 
the wealthy and splendid appearance 
which they had before the reign of 
Philip II. Difference of religion is 
the only essential obstacle to the uni- 
on between Flanders and Holland be- 
coming close and intimate ; nor is it in 
these days that we expect any perma- 
nent ground of division to arise on this 
Ippic* This union will probably be 


found one of the wisest mea- 
sures which has received the No'O. *J. 
sanction of the congress of 
Vienna. On his return to Holland in 
the beginning of winter, the Prince 
Sovereign opened the session of the 
States General. Their attention seems 
chiefly to have been turned on matter! 
of finance, and the secretary, 

M. Falck, had the satisfac- Dec, 8* 
tion of making a very favour- 
able report upon the economical re- 
duction of the public expenditure, and 
the thriving state of the public reve- 
nue. 

The nineteen Sovereign Cantons, 
which form the confederation of Swit- 
zerland, had availed themselves of this 
great crisis, to make such alterations 
in their constitution as were adapted 
to the liberal ideas of the age. The 
principle on which they proceeded, was 
to introduce a proportional equality 
into the representation, the levies, and 
the taxation of the cantons in genera), 
to abate or to abolish particular taxes, 
and to give the vassal districts, hither- 
to called subjectSy of the respective 
cantons, the same rights with the pro- 
vinces they ivere attached to. 

This new federal compact was ac- 
cepted in the beginning of July, by 
the diet of Switzerland. But it was 
keenly opposed by the canton of 
Berne, who, by her early acquisitions 
through conquest, was possessed of 
more sul^cts than any of the other 
cantons, and had, besides, been aocus- 
tomed to assume among them a sort 
of precedence, the root of which was 
struck at by this new doctrine of equa- 
lizing the rights of all members of the 
confederation. On the other hand, 
the Pays de V aud and A rgovia, which 
Berne numbered among her subjects, 
were eager to assert the rights and the 
independence which the new compact 
held out to them, and to free them- 
selves by force of -if rec**s8ar^ 
from the state of vassalage in winca 
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Berne seemed determined to retain 
tliem. The allies were now called on 
to interfere, to prevent a civil war be- 
ing lighted up in a territory 
8. closely adjoining to France, 
and where it seemed likely 
she would have formed some pretext 
to interfere. A note was addressed 
to the diet by the ministers of Aus- 
tria, Russia, and England, which inti- 
mated plainly, that if the Diet of Swit- 
zerland found themselves incompetent 
to arrange and enforce a new consti- 
tution, the interferepce of the congress 
would become a matter of inevitable 
necessity. 

Admonished by this significant in- 
timation, the diet wisely hastened to 
settle their own affairs in their own 
way. They executed a re- 
Sept. 8. vised federal compact, by 
which they guaranteed to 
each canton its peculiar constitution, 
and settled a contingent of troops to 
be levied, which, taken at a computa- 
tion of two men for every hundred, 
amounts to about Ji0,000 soldiers. 
They appointed a revenue for the ge- 
neral use of the confederacy, to be le- 
vied by duties on foreign goods. It 
was declared, that no separate alli- 
ances, to the prejudice of the general 
league, were to he formed among the 
cantons ; but, in case of internal com- 
motion, or foreign invasion, each 
should receive assistance from the 
others. AU- differences betwixt the 
cantorfB were to be settled by the diet. 
This body, composed of a representa- 
tive from each canton, was to repre- 
sent the federated republic in its inter- 
course with foreign nations, possessing 
the power of peace and war, and, in 
general, exercising the executive go- 
vernment of the union. Lastly, a full 
equality of rights was recognized among 
the cantons of Switzerland and their 
^ inhabitants, and the name and incapa- 
cities of the subject districts were abo- 
Wiad foineiii. Vbc diet received the 


congratulations of the allied powers, 
on hfiving perfected this good work by 
their own hands, and thus guaranteed, 
it was adopted by all the cantons, and 
now forms the constitution* of Swit- 
zerland, — a constitution plain indeed 
in its construction, but the better suit- 
ed for the simplicity of the mountain- 
eers, for whom it is intended. The 
Helvetic Leagiie received, about trie 
same time, an mere .se of strength, by 
the accession of Geneva. 

This little republic, of which the 
name is dear to letters and ti> religion, 
had long subsisted as a free state, rather 
by the respect due to its renown and 
to its history, than from having the 
power to resist aggression, until it fell 
under the all-grasping ambition of 
France. It was now* when delivered 
from that yoke, wisely assigned to the 
protection of the Helvetic confedera- 
tion, not as a subject state, but as an 
equal ally of the League. A new 
constitution was adopted, recognizing 
the protestant faith as the predominant 
religion, but assigning a churcb for 
the exercise of the Roman catholic 
worship,— acknowledging the liberty 
of the press, but requiring each authdr 
to sign his work,— and vesting the 
legislative power in a representative 
body, and the executive in a council 
of state, chosen from among these re- 
presentatives. When the internal or- 
ganization of the state was completed, 
Geneva, whose territories had been 
augmented by Neufchatel and the Va#- 
lais, assigned to her by the 
atlhyi. oSerjed herself as a 19. 

memjser of the Helvetic 
confederation, and was joyfully recei- 
ved by the diet into every privilege of 
an united canton. 

It may be briefly remarked, fhat in 
these instances of Hanover, Holland, 
Flanders, and Switzerland, the allied 
powers acted wisely in not attempting 
to do more under their own name and 
authority, than to indicate the course 
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■which the nations in question would 
do wisely to pursue, le&ving thein to 
avail themselves of their own Ifghts 
and their own reason in following out 
themeasures recommended. No consti- 
tution, imposed by foreign powers, 
can ever be so well adapted to the go- 
ve/nmeiit of a state, as that which is 
arranged by those acquainted with the 
wants, the temper, the prejudices of 
them who are to live under it. But 
were it possible to construct at Vien- 
na, Berlin, or London, as good, or a 
better plan of government, it would be 
deprived of r he greater part of its me- 
Jrit, when considered as a constitution 
not adopted by a free people in their 
own free choice, but lorced on bhem 


by strangers whom they had no power 
to resist. The great allied powers, at 
so critical a period, were as well enti- 
tled to interfere in the affairs of the 
less powerful states for preventing ci- 
vil war, as a proprietor might be to 
enter forcibly the cottage of a poor 
neighbour, in order to extinguish a 
conflagration which threatened to ex- 
tend itself to his own house. But it 
follows from this admission, that all be- 
yond measures demanded by necessity 
and general safety, can only be term- 
ed a wanton interference with the af- 
fairs of others, and however well in- 
tended, is almost certain to be follow- 
ed by the most ioauspicious results. 
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fililittiry Events of the Year in Italy. — Battle of Roverbcllo.^Admnce (f 
Murat against Beaiiharnois, — Convention v>ith the Austrians, — The Ihig- 
• lull make an Attempt on Leghorn, — Disembark an Army, and take Genoa 
after a Battle, — Lord William Bentinclds Proclamatiom — Genoa united 
•with Savoy, — Reinstatement of the King of Sardinia in his Continental Do- 
minions, — Acquisitions of Austria, — The Pope returns to Rome, — His Mea^ 
sures, — Re-establishment of the Jesuits, — Sicily — Affairs of Spain, — State 
of parties in Sj>ain,— -Fanaticism of the Royalists, — Errors of the Libe- 
ralists.— Character of the King, and expectations formed upon it. — Return 
of Ferdinand,— Discord betxcixt the King and Cortes, — Ferdinand dissolves 
them by Proclamation, — Takes possession of Madrid, and imprisons several 
Members of the Cortes,— Restores the Inquisition and other Abuses, — Dis- 
contents among the People, — EnterprizeqfMina, — Reflections 07i Ferdinand" s 
Conduct — and on the Intercourse oetivixt Britain ana Spain, Spanish Colo- 
7 iies,—The Flotilla of the Royalists defeated^ and Monte Video taken, — Pa- 
cification of Chili, — Venezuela conquered by the Royalist s. 


Italy had, during the latter part of 
the last, and first years of the present 
century, been the usual stage of con- 
test in the wars between Austria and 
France, But since the treaty of Aus- 
tcrlitz, this fine region had been under 
the exclusive dominion of Buonaparte, 
and had furnished him with some of 
his best soldiers. In the disastrous 
campaign of Moscow, no troops were 
more distinguished than the fourth 
corps d'a^'mee, commanded by Eugene 
Beauharnoi^^, the Prince Viceroy, as 
JieoHas called, of Italy. They con- 
sisted of upwards of 50,00Q men, al- 
most all Italians, scarce the tvventieuM 
part of which recrossed the Russian 
frontier. Of a guard of honour, com- 
posed of some of the first families 
in Italy, and amounting to nearly 
five hundred men, only eight esca- 
ped the rigours of that dreadful re- 
treat. Italy had her share also in the 
l«»§es of the German campaign of 
I SI 3. Yet, at the commencement of 
S jt l j f Eugene had been 


able to collect and equip a formidable 
army, with which, but for the defec- 
tion of Murat, he might not only have 
defended the north of Italy against 
the threatened descent of the Austri- 
ans, but even operated a diversion upon 
their frontier in favour of Napoleon, 
Secure, however, of Murat’s co-ope- 
ration, by the traaty which we have 
already quoted. General Bellegarde 
crossed the Adige with thirty thou- 
sand Austrians, while Murat, advan- 
cing with his Neapolitan army, oc- 
cupied Rome, Ancona, and Flo- 
rence, and expelled the feeble bodies 
.^f French troops which garrisoned 
taW cities, Beauharnois, thus me- 
naced on all sides, advanced, neverthe- 
less, against the Austrian general, who, 
having taken possession of Verona, 
was now about to cross tho Mincio. 
Eugene attempted to anticipate him 
in this movement, and, debouching 
from the Mincio with the 
elite of his army, marched Jan, 8. 
to surprise the Austrians 
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near Villa-franca. They were already 
in irotion, and, by a singular coMici' 
dence, at a moment that the French 
were deploying from their tete du pofit^ 
the Austrians effected their passige 
to Borghetto. A sharp but ind»ci- 
«iv'‘ action took place on the plains of 
Rayerbella, and the loss of bc^th ar 
xnies was considerable. The French 
claimed x} e victory, bet it is clear that 
the A ustrians maintained their ground ; 
and although the forme? professed to 
have recovered the line of the Mincio, 
we soon after find Bcllrgarde in un- 
^tstnrbed possession of both banks of 
the river. Besides the action of Ro- 
verbella, several bloody skirmishes took 
place between the contending ar^its. 
The Neapolitans bt gan toapp^-at on the 
field A skirmish took place betwixt 
Murat’s troops and the French Italians 
of Bei uharnois near Reggio, to the dis- 
advantage of the latter, and shortly af- 
terwards, in a succession of actions, the 
Neapolitans forced the passage of the 
Taro, and advanced upon Placentia. 
Bui t^hese conflicts were of little con- 
sequence, and only served to swell the 
general sum of slaughter, without pro- 
ducing any material effect on the af- 
fairs of Europe. It is enough to say, 
that Beauharnois, driven back upon 
the line of the Adige, was in a very 
critical posit ioirwhen he received news 
of the Treaty of Pdi’is. Itis tothecredit 
of this general, that, although personal 
ly more deeply affected by the down- 
fall of Buonaparte than alfl•o^t any one 
else, he did not, like other French of- 
ficerti in a similar situation, attemgt^/ 
gratify his spleen by an useless ^nti- 
uuation of hostilities. By a military 
corvention, entered into between him 
and General B^U^^arde, the French 
troops •under the command of Eugene 
Beauhamois were to be sent back to 
the kingdom of France, and the for- 
tress* ‘ of Osip* , Pa)ma-nova, Venice, 
?ud leguago, wer^ to be delivered up 
%Q the Austrians. The Italian troops 


of Beaubarnois changed masters, 1 kc 
their country, and were withdrawn to 
supply the Austrian garrisons in Ger- 
many. This convention closed hosii- 
lities in Italy. 

The English forces had not been in- 
active in ai<’ing the emancipation of 
Italy. An attempt had been made to 
surpri'ie Leghorn so early as 
themid^l^^^ Uec^ mber, 1813, Dec. 13. 
by a body of the Italian levy, 
as it was called, and of English ma- 
rines, disembarked from on board the 
Edinburgh ship of war. They .obtain- 
ed possession of the suburbs, and re- 
pelled w ith loss a sally of the garrison. 
But the fortifii ations being found too 
strong for a coup-dc main, the troops 
were re-embarked. Leghorn fell into 
possession of Murat on his advance to 
the north of Italy, and soon afterwards 
an English fleet landed in that city an 
army of eight thousand men, ct^m- 
manded by Lord William B'^ntinck. 
Learning that Genoa was occupied by 
a gatrisnn of only two thousand men, 
the Enjrlish general formed the plan of 
possessing himself of that important 
city, with Its harbtiur and 
fortresses. Having o< cupied April 6. 
Spezzia as a point of re- 
treat, if pect Ssary, he moved rapidly for- 
ward, although he had learned that, in 
the interin., the ganison of Genoa was 
augmented to five or six thousand men. 
Lord William Bentiiick manoeuvred 
with such success that. Ee drove all 
their advanced posts before hfin oifi 
^of the strong country around 8estri, 
Mount Fascia, and Nervi, and pushed 
the enemy under the walls of Genoa, 
w here they took up a for- 
midable position. With a April 17. 
motley at my, composed of 
Gr iks, Calabrians, italianinsurgents, 
and Croats, n ingkd with English, 
Lord William B* ntinck succeeded in 
carrying the stiong forts of Rtcriiiea 
and Tecla, which covered the enemy’s 
left wingi while 
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division, after hard fighting, in an in- 
t^rsecttd and difiicult country, Hur- 
mounted the resistance of their right, 
and drnvp them into Genoa in confu- 
sion, The French commandant shew- 
ed less obstinacy, and mort‘ sympathy 
for the inhabitants • f Genoa, than 
might have been anticipated ; and Lord 
William Bentinck, still more anxious 
to save the city from the horrors,of a 
bombardment, entered into a capitula- 
tion, by which the French were al 
lowed to evacuate the town. This im- 
portant^cquisition was made with very 
inconsiderable loss on the pai t of the 
British. 

The final destiny of Genoa seems 
not to have b en determined when the 
English general took possession of the 
city. In a prochmiation by Lord 
William Benciuck, ho held out to the 
Genoese a prospect of the restoration 
of their former independent govern- 
ment, with its ancient rights and pri- 
vileges. Accordingly, it was for some 
time governed by a provisional admini- 
stration upon these princ pies. We have 
no doubt his Lordship thought, that 
in doing so he spoke the intentions of 
his government. Indeed, in a di patch 
from Lord Castlereagh to C lonel 
Dalrymple, he expresses his regn t that 
the sei^arate existence of Genoa could 
not be preserved, while he informs him 
of the resolution of the allies, that Ge- 
noa should make part of the dominions 
of tKe^ ing ‘ p f Sardinia, as the best 
providing for the trar.quillity 
of that city. This change of intention 
has been urged as a breach of faith on 
the part of England ; but it must be 
observed, that the promise ot Lord 
Willianfi Bentinck, being gratuitous, 
and altogether unmerittd by any exer- 
tion which the Genoese had made, ei- 
ther to tree themselves or to assist the 
British, cannot in any sense be strain- 
ed fSS^nd an annunciation by the Bri- 
^^h gent ral of what he believed to be 
allies towards Ge- 
noa. He was not empowered, nor did 


he pretend, to bind these powers to 
such* a line oF conduct, nor were the 
Genoese called upon to do any thing 
in consequence of this flattering pros- 
pect, ill order, by a fullilmCnt of the 
contract on their part, to tie down the 
British nation to a guarantee of their 
independence. Genoa was simply oc- 
cupied as a military station alter an 
action, in which ’fier citueiis were pass- 
ive, and by a convention to which they 
were no party. Whatever tlieir dis- 
appointiTu in might be, the proclama- 
tion of Lord William Bentinck can- 
not be wrested fartlier than as ex- 
tending a hope which circumstances 
did not admit to be fulfilled. 'Fhe 
question, tlnrefoie, concerning the fu- 
ture destination of (k^ioa remains open 
to be detei mined on its own merits. 

The restoration of an independence 
which she is now unable to maintain, 
would hav( been a gift now of little 
consequence to this once famous re- 
public. Genoa's ago of commerce and 
splendour had long passed away her 
golden book, once so famous, had been 
reduced to ashes by the handof foreign- 
ers,— her merchants were no longer 
among the inigh yof the earth, —and to 
g vehei indi pen lence without power to 
maintain it, was laying her at the mercy 
of the first belligerent p^wer who chose 
to violate lier .neutrality. While we 
reprobate and deplo e the destroying, 
or dismembering such states, as, from 
their size and strength, arc capable of 
making integral parts of* the common- 
tweahhof Europe, we would deprecate, 
5^ ‘he otljtr band, the restoration of 
the ni^fmerous petty sovereignties, both 
in Germany and Italy, which, under 
the semblance of independence, must 
always be the passive toolsofthcjr near- 
est or most powerful neighbour. It 
woe another question, whether the 
Congress ought to bereave, even of 
that S' mblance of freedom, any state, 
however small, whom they shall find 
vested with it. But in the case of Ge- 
noa, Venice, and other ancient govern- 
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ments of Italy, theoverwhelming tideof 
revolution has long since merged them 
with other states ; and, after bo many 
changes, they retain as little sense of 
their original independence, as their an- 
cient com, after many years currency, 
presents marks of the emblems of sove* 
j-Cignty with which it was impressed 
during their splendour. The other 
powers of EutXipc, tiierefore, are in no 
shape obliged to restore to such states 
a nominal, or, at best, a precarious in- 
dependence, when it is evident that 
their consolidation with some more 
powerful neighbour may contribute to 
mutual defence and mutual hnjipincss. 
We, therefore, approve of the policy 
which has eventually adjudged jGenoa 
to Savoy, as it united Geneva with 
Switzerland. It furnishes the King 
of Sardinia v/ith a noble harbour, ex- 
tends his dominions to the sea, and 
closes on all hands the road by which 
the French may again propose to in- 
vade Italy, of which, by force, or in- 
fluence, they would have always be- 
come masters had Genoa retained a 
separate sovereignty. The Austrian 
troops, shortly after the capture of 
Genoa, and the general pacification, 
evacuated Turin, and the other dis- 
tricts of the kingdom of Savoy, 
that his re-est^abllshmciit in his ancient 
kingdom must be considered as com- 
pleted. 

But if Austria resigned tlie pro- 
vinces adjacent to the Alps, it was 
with the view of reserving to herself a 
rich indemnification in another qua^j^ 
ter. A proclamation of Fjcld-lVl^iAial 
Bellegarde announced to the I^lians, 
that Lombardy, Mantua, Brescia, Ber- 
gamo, and Cremona, were definitively 
united to the Austrian empire. Par- 
ma, Guastalla, Placentia, nominally 
governed at present by the Arch- 
duchess Maria Louisa, isust be reck- 
oned possessions of Austria, and FIo- 
rtMKc ib nearly in the same situation, 
'i'his was but a small part of the ac- 
quisitions of AustiTci. She has reco- 


vered the mountains of the Tyrol and 
Voralberg, with their high-spirited, 
warlike, and invaluable population. 
She has regained Venice, Carniola, all 
the sacrifices which had been rent from 
her in Carinthia, and Istria, and the 
whole tract of Dalmatia, with the 
Adriatic islands. She is mistress of 
the sea-coast of the Adriatic from the 
moqth of the Po to that of the Cat- 
taro, a tract inestimable for the com- 
merce of the Mediterranean. In a word, 
her power is immense, and would be 
formidable to the liberties of JEurope, 
were it not qualified by the slowness, 
hesitation, and, to speak truly, by 
the unambitious moderation which has 
hitherto characterized her councils. 
United with Prussia, with whom she 
has no longer jarring interests, Au- 
stria must be regarded as the natu- 
ral counterpoise to the more enterpri- 
sing power of Russia, and we cannot^ 
therefore censure the policy which has 
augmented her .power and revenues. 
We trust, however, that, taking warn- 
ing by the spirit of the times, a more 
mild and beneficent spirit will mark her 
Italian government in future, and that 
the cities of these annexed states will 
not be considered as mere garrison- 
towns, or subjected to commandants 
who know no law but that of arms. 
The humiliation of being the subjects 
of strangers, whom they account infe- 
rior to them both in talents and taste, 
is sufficiently galling Italians, 

even if that power should not*l>v exer- 
cised capriciously, or with rigour. The 
noith of Italy is by far too good a 
country to sufler under such harsh and 
imn government, and if its rulers re- 
fuse to do justice to the inhabitants, 
they will one day do justice to them- 
selves. 

Murat, aware of these discontents, 
and not feeling sufficiently the disad- 
vantages of bis own situation, ctpptai 
early to have entertained hope of o’ e 
day uniting the 

into one kingdom. This is evident from 
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the singular tone of his proclamations 
as he marched to the north- 
Jan. 17. ward. In one of them he 
announced, that he had sur- 
rendered three islands in the Bay of 
Naples, and his whole fleet, but that 
he was to receive an ample compensa- 
tion, and that he was to take posses- 
sion of the south of Italy as far as the 
right bank of the Po. The pUrase 
was studiously obscure, but the most 
obvious sense implied, that he was to 
take possession of them in sovereign- 
ty. Siv:h were hi^s expectations in 
consequence of the aid which he ren- 
dered to Austria. They were as 
vain as those of ^sop’s crane, who, 
demanding a reward for having pull- 
ed a bone out of the fox’s throat, was 
answered by the patient, she might be 
thankful he had not bit her head off. 
The allies, in like manner, seem to 
have thought the suffering Murat to 
remain sovereign of Naples, was a 
sufheient reward for his exertions, nor 
does it appear that they ever encou- 
raged him to expect much more. He 
was, therefore, compelled to disgorge 
his easy conquests, and Rome, in par- 
ticular, was soon delivered up to the 
pope. 

No part of Buonaparte’s violence 
had more injured his cause through 
the catholic countries of Europe, than 
his wanton and injurious treatment of 
Piiis,^ an aged and venerable priest, 
the so^ Lig! i** p ontiff of the religion 
wltiStTTfe himself for the present pro- 
fessed. The steadiness with which 
the pope sustained both insult and 
imprisonment had raised him high in 
the eyes of Europe. The provision- 
al government of France, almost im- 
mediately upon their ap- 
jlpril 2. pointment, took the merit 
of decreeing the liberation 
of his h oliness, and appointed him to 
Nbe ^riveyed with due honours to his 
wn territory. When the pontiff 
rc^ri^'a Murat's army, 


he was received with great reverence, 
and escorted tb Rome, w^here his en- 
try was the signal lor general rejoicing. 
While we do just honour to the 
firmness with which the pontiff sup- 
ported adversity, and risked the utter- 
most of Buonaparte’s wrath, rather 
than comply with demands which lie 
regarded as unjust and sacrilegious, 
we regret that "ifis corfcluct, since his 
restoration, does not appear to have 
been marked by a sense of the pre- 
sent state of Europe, or the lights 
which general education have afford- 
ed to its inhabitants. The reverse of 
wrong is not always right, and though 
we can pardon the attachment of an 
old mtn and a priest to forms and ob- 
servances rendered yet more dear by 
their contrast with thb disregard paid 
to religion by the atheists of France, 
we deeply regret that the govern- 
ment of the church of Rome had not, 
at this period, been in the hands of a 
man of bolder and more liberal spirit, 
wdio might have ventured to rid 
of a part, at least, of her superstitious 
formalities, and bring iier rites and 
doctrines more near to a level with 
these enlightened tinies. Tiie pope’s 
first ordinances, however, were of an 
unexceptionable and moderate tenden- 
cy ; for, while he tool^ measures for 
reclaiming the gilegiance of those Ita- 
lians who had submitted to Buona- 
parte, and resuming the domains of 
the papal see, whicii had been aliena- 
ted during the French usurpation, he 
Qualified those necessary and just mca- 
sUi" prohibiting all enquiry in- 
to the conduct of individuals during 
these troublesome times, when assail- 
ed by temptations arising out of cir- 
cumstances so uncommon as ^ those 
which have lately convulsed Europe. 
But when the pope began to re* esta- 
blish every usage and rite, however 
ridiculous and trivial, which had the 
sanction of antiquity, wise men jud- 
ged him more likely to hurt than 
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•crve the catholic religion, by uniting 
its doctrines with the observances of 
dark ages, absurd and contemptible 
to all but mere barbarians. This was 
only ludiftrous. But the attempt to 
revive the monastic orders, against 
the sense and feeling of all Chris- 
telidom, had a more menacing ten- 
dency. 

A bull^j’for the re esta- 
Aug, 7. blit^hmcnt of the Jesuits, 
was formally piocnnigated 
at Rome, authorizing them to resume 
the rule of tliat memorable and rati- 
onal person, Saint Ignatius of Loyo- 
la, and taking it upon the pope's 
conscience, that he would deem him- 
self guilty of a gieat crime tujivards 
God, if he had delayed the restora- 
tion of that sanLtified and self-deny- 
ing order. The actual apparition of 
any of the sable phantoms with which 
nurseries were in t)ur childhood threat- 
ened, could scarce have more surpri^ 
fed the European public, than the re- 
surrection of an order, which all the 
cal ho*lic powers in Europe, suuctioned 
by the bull of Clement XIV., one of 
the mobt able pontiffs who ever wore 
the Roman mitre, had abolished forty 
years before, as the most artful and 
dangerous combination that priest- 
craft had ever folmed to extend its 
influence over the social system, un- 
der the hypocritical 'mask of reli- 
gion. Another edict an- 
Aug* 15. nounced the holy father^® 
intention to restore the 
other monastic institutions, as far 
possible, to their original splend^^^uif; 
apd, as a commencement, \neNnera- 
bers were invited to assemble them- 
selves at Rome, where all vacant con- 
vents should be prepared for their 
reception. Amidst these symptoms 
of weakness and bigotry on the part 
of the pope, it is some comfort to 
know, that not even the kings of 
France and Spain, who alone can be 
apsp^cted of such weakness, have now 


the means of essentially aiding his ho- 
liness in his desperate attempt to re- 
new, in the nineteenth, the absurdities 
of the eleventh ai d twelfth centuries. 
The will of the Roman see to restore 
these communities, and to settle them 
once more as a burthen on the indus- 
trious laity, cannot be doubted But 
the charm has been broken, and ki 
our fime the most devoted vassals of 
Catholicism have neither the inclina- 
tion or the means to re-establidi this 
ruined fabric. Dei.iincititmns of free- 
masons, and other secret socielirs, seem 
to intimate that there is some hidden 
discontent among the subjects of the 
church, which the pope is afraid may 
be drawn to a head by means of these 
assemblages. 

In the meanwhile, Murat seems to 
have thought that the false steps of 
the pontiff were likely in their result 
to favour his own private views, br 
diminishing the general respect paid 
to the Roman see. He maintained 
garrisons in the marches of Ancona, 
treated with little ceremony the re- 
fractory priests and agents of th« 
pope, augmented his army, and plain- 
ly indicated liis purpose of aggrandi- 
zing himself at the expcnce of the pa- 
pal see, at least as far as his treaty 
with Austria could be supposed to 
authorize, and probably as much fur- 
ther as he could find opportunity. 
The end of the year left him in active 
preparation for ihe fiekl,. the de- 
tails of his policy and projectB«t^iw,g 
to our next volume of annals. 

In Sicily little of consequence ap- 
pears to have occurred. In our zeal 
for affording the Sicilians the beneflt 
of a representative government, we 
had forgotten the previous enquiry, 
how far they were fitted for it. The 
parliament, convoked under British 
auspices, and by the express inter- 
ference of Britain, made tiiS 
use of their privileges to exclaiirr 
against EngliBl] “ 
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'might have laid, and truly, like Ca« 
liBan to Proipero, 

You taught me language, and my profit 
on*t 

!•— I know how to curse *• 

They adopted, indeed, the English 
lean as a part of the national debt, 
but not without a severe censutje on 
the minister who had contracted it. 
Great internal discord prevailed, of 
which we are unable as yet to ascer* 
tain the; cause. By one article in the 
Palermo Gazette, f^Oth November,) 
little to have been expected from the 
parliament of Sicily, they seem to me- 
ditate a resumption of the church- 
lands, a measure of too general and 
sweeping a nature to permit the hope 
of its being realized. “ The great 
quantity of territorial property, says 
the article in question, “ possessed by 
the ecclesiastical corporations, is the 
cause why in Sicily the number of 
landholders is very inconsiderable, 
which is extremely injurious to agri- 
culture. The parliament is employ- 
ed in applying a remedy to this evil. 
On the 7 th, a plan of law was propo- 
sed in the Chamber of Commons, 
enacting a perpetual alienation of all 
landed property, whether dominal or 
feudal, held by churches, pious found- 
ations, orders of knighthood, episco- 
pal sees, and universities, under condi- 
tion ‘of^ajwwjual payment being made 
ttar^tl^qpresent titulars, calculated on 
,the basis of their existing emolu^ 
xnents.’’ 

The sentiments of the Sicilian go- 
vernment respecting Murat were dis- 
tinctly ascertained by a prohibition to 
any Neapolitan vessel to enter their 
harbours. This inimical conduct, on 
the part of a court so intimately allied 
to those of France and Spain, joined 
precarious condition, ought 

have made Murat peculiarly cauti- 
>7 giv^rj' r®*npe to the powers 
which had guaranteed to him the so- 


vereignty of -Naples. But he was 
wtirned in vain, as appeared from the 
events of the next year. 

Spain, whose gallant resistance to 
the encroachments of Buonaparte, haa 
so often furnished our history with its 
most brilliant chapters, was this ydw 
doomed to afford us a different and 
more deplorable^ subject. Were we 
not deeply and reverentially convin- 
ced that Providence, in its own good 
tin>e and manner,- will bring lorth 
fruit from tlie seed which has been 
sown ; were we not assured that the 
blood of 80 many thousand patri- 
ots, as have bled in the peninsular 
battle^, will not ultimately be found 
to have been shed in vain, we should 
turn with disgust from the recital of 
blighted hopes and disappointed exer- 
tions, which it is now our duty to re« 
cord, and believe with the cold blood- 
ed philosophers of our day, that the 
victory of Baylen afforded only bar- 
ren laurels, and that the self-devotion 
of Zaragoza amounted but to Quix- 
otic extravagance. But deeply con- 
vinced as we are, that as yet the end 
is noli* we proceed to detail thotfe 
unexpected and deplorable events which 
for a time have disappointed the hopes 
of every lover of raflonal liberty. 

The Spanish cortes* who, always 
with digniiird firmness, and sometimes 
with considerable ability, had sustain- 
ed the burthen of government during 
the peninsular war, were divided into 
two parties, both indeed hostile to 
France, and so far favourable to na- 
tional ^independence, but unfortunate- 
ly differing with each other upon the 
use which should be made of the final ex- 
pulsion of the foreign invader. These 
were the Liherales^ who resoWed 
avail themselves of this favourable op- 
portunity, to ingraft upon the monar- 
chical constitution of Spain the princi- 
ples of freedom, of which, unfortu* 
nately, they had studied rather the 
theory than the practical advantages ; 
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and the Royalists, stigmatized by their 
opponents with the name of Serviksy 
who were desirous that the power of 
the monarch, with the privileges of 
the clergy and nobility, should remain 
in full force as before the French in- 
Tasion. The Idberalists were the 
most active, though not the most nu- 
merous party in th\r cortes, but the 
Royalists had much more extensive 
influence with the nation at large. 
This was owing partly to the proud 
and ie.flexible character of the Spanish 
people, obstinately attached to the an- 
cient forms and laws of their country, 
and much disposed to reject, as alike 
odious and unnecessary, any injprove- 
ment which amounts to innovation. 
But the Royalists were also much aid- 
ed by the extensive influence of the 
clergy, who found little difficulty in 
convincing the most bigotted people 
in Europe, that whatever measures 
might be proposed to limit the exor- 
bitant power of the church were an 
insult to the Deity, and destructive 
of the catholic religion. 

Each of these parties had its own 
peculiar bigotry. The Royalists re- 
jected with horror, or entertained with 
suspicious reluctance, every idea of 
improving a constitution so infirm in 
principle, and so corrupt in practice, 
that it had reduced Spain to the low- 
est rank in the European system, and 
procured for her little more respect 
than might have been claimed if she 
had been still under the yoke of the Sa^. 
raceii conquerors. So proud wer^ these 
men of their chains, that the deputy 
©f Seville, named Reyna, had the au- 
dacity to declare in a public meeting 
of the cortes, that when 
Feb, fe. Ferdinand was born, with 
him was born the right of 
despotic authority over all Spain. He 
was driven from the assembly by the 
denunciations of the Libcrales, but 
he did not the less speak the senti- 
ments of most of the Royalists, who, 


in this particular, well merited tb.r 
epithet of Serviles. These men bad 
no idea of profiting by the opportu- 
nity, wliich, while it spared Spanish 
hands the disgrace of destroying their 
ancient monarchy, called upon them, 
as with a voice from heaven, to re- 
build, out of the ruins to which fo- 
reign violence had reduced it, a frame 
of govert'ment better suited to the 
necessities of the people, and the im- 
provements of the age Nor did the 
Liheralcs act with greater wisdom. 
Theorists by profession, and deriving 
most of their opinions in politics, as 
well as in religion, from the French 
school of philosophy, their ambition 
was to construct a government upon 
the newest and most approved plan 
which that school afforded them. In- 
stead of endeavouring to conciliate 
the prejudices of their opponents, by 
ingrafting the proposed improvements 
upon the old constitution of Spain, 
for which, like most of the feudal 
governments of Europe, it offered 
considerable facilities, and thus avoid- 
ing as much as possible thf- appear- 
ance of innovation, they acted in many 
instances as if that very display had 
been in itseif a thing to be desi- 
red, Hence, their o&tenlatious la- 
bours in framing a new constitution, 
and the waste of time bestowed upon 
the discussion of political metaphy- 
sics, when they ouglu-Ao been 
busily employed in organiak.g^i-he 
means of national defence. Hence, 
also, the deep and general offence which 
they gave to the Spanish public, un- 
prepared either by education or dis- 
position to adopt changes of any sort, 
by making a general and radical revo- 
lution iri all that they held sacred in 
church and state ; and hence, finally, 
the {'upine indifference with which the 
people beheld their plans d^To)cd, ' 
and themselves imprisoned or exiled. 
'Yet, amongst theae-khours 
cortes were to he numbered many lut- 
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' <!»ional improvements of the first im- 
portance. The Inquisition, so long 
the infamy of Spain, had been abo- 
lished, together with the use of tor- 
ture, and the tyranny of the ancient 
feudal rights ; and all those boons, in- 
estimable to people who could com- 
prehend their value, were to be ascri- 
bed to tlje exertions and eloquence of 
the party called Liberales, who had 
alternately reasoned, guided, or urged 
their less enlightened coadjutors into 
measures so favourable to the regene- 
ration of Spain. It might well have 
been hoped, that if their efforts in be- 
half of liberty should have proved ul- 
timately unavailing, they might at 
least have been forgiven for making 
them. And this was the less to be 
doubted, when the character and si- 
tuation of the restored monarch were 
taken into consideration. 

No king ever owed so much to his 
subjects as Ferdinand of Spain. They 
had maintained his cause and the indc- 
pendence of his crown, long after he 
had, in his simplicity, abandoned both, 
by throwing himself into the power of 
Buonaparte. To re-establish the throne 
from which the monarch had fled, to 
steer the vessel from among the break- 
ers after the pilot had deserted the 
helm, was the work of the Spaniards 
themselves; and surely, did they not 
otherwise possess a natural and inhe- 
rent Tight to j:he privileges of free 
maT^.Jth^ir own disinterested and de- 
nted exertions gave them a title to 
claim an amelioration of the govern- 
ment, which their exertions had sup- 
ported and restored. The feelings of 
the Cortes towards Ferdinand were well 
expressed in their ministerial paper, the 
Conciso,atthe period when Ferdinand's 
return was expected to have taken 
place, in virtue of his treaty with 
“ There is not a good 
^Spaniard who docs not desire the re- 
tekn of the unfortunate Ferdinand ; 
but fie wishes it for’ the good of his 


country, and not to expose it to great- 
er evils than those it has already suf- 
fered. Ferdinand must return in the 
way in which Spaniards wish it, and 
not as Buonapar^^e means it. He must 
come to make us happy, and not t® 
be the cause (though the inrhocebt 
one) of new calamities. Happy will 
be the day on which Ferdinand, re- 
stored to his loyal subjects, may be 
thus addressed ; ‘ ficre is your throne, 
preserved by the loyalty of your sub- 
jects; here is your crown, ransomed 
by the blood of Spaniards; here is 
your sceptre, which Spanish constancy 
replaces in your hands ; here is your 
royal ^obc, tinged v’ith the blood of 
thousands of victims who have fallen 
that you might preserve it : read our 
history, inform yourself of all that 
Spaniards have done for you, never 
forget that to the Spanish people you 
owe every thing 1 Never forget that 
you are come to be the chief of a na- 
tion, the monarch of subjects who 
have abolished the vestiges of deSpot- 
ism : It is the law which orders — the 
king is the executive magistrate.' But 
that such a day of jubilee may arrive'. 
King Ferdinand must return absolute- 
ly free ; neither influenced by the ty- 
rant of France, noi^ by Spaniards ig- 
norant of the state of ISpain, or who 
view our institutions with repug- 
nance." 

It is certain, that in the new Spa- 
nish constitution, there was much that 
^favoured of the metaphysical school 
of politicians, to which the framer# 
beloHgocf, dhd some things particularly 
inapplicable to the situation of Spain. 
But there was also much that was ex- 
cellent, and few doubted that Ferdi- 
nand, in the first burst of his 'grati- 
tude, would have confirmed to a ge- 
nerous people the privileges which they 
so well deserved to share, and which 
they had won at tlie cxpcnce of such 
sacrifices. His personal character fa- 
voured these hopes, for he had shown 
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himself tractable, unentcrprizing# and 
disposed to submit to circumstances— 
such a monarch, in short, as would 
prefer the^pomp and pleasures of roy- 
alty to an active exertion of its autho- 
rity, and be disposed to slumber upon 
the throne as he found it, rather than 
to disturb himself by efforts to raise 
it higher. But uni.)rtuiialely weak 
princes are not apt ( unless by dint of 
intimidation) to favour the liberties of 
their subjects. It requires strength 
of mind, and liberality ut thought, to 
discover that the king of a free people 
isin reality more powerfuhhan a tyrant, 
and that the head of a government, 
like that of Britain, strong tlyough 
the very strength which his people 
have ' acquired by freedom, holds a 
much higher office as the monarch o 
to many millioiKS of freemen, rich in 
arts and powerful in arms, than if he 
reigned a solitary despot in the towers 
of Windsor. it generally happens 
also, that kings of an easy and indo- 
lent hisposition are addicted to favour- 
itism, and wholly guided by some 
Avorthless minion, who is interested in 
ifrging them to the extension of the 
royal authority, because the effective 
exercise of its power devolves upon 
himself. Such art adviser had the in- 
famous Godoy* proved to Carlos ; and 
there can be no doubt there were more 
than one eager to sooth the ear of the 
youthful king, by the pleasing doctrine 
that the people of Spain, born only to 
to be hissubjects, had doneno more than 
their duty in defence of his throne, 
and were no better entitlechw^oliti- 
cal rights in reward for their exertions, 
than servants who have repelled from 
their master’s house a band of robbers 
become thereby entitled to a share of 
liis property. Another feeling may 
have influenced Ferdinand in that aver- 
sion towards the cortes, which his con- 
duct early displayed. Weak minds, 
like his, are little capable of forgiving 
those whose conduct forms an unfa- 


vourable contrast with their own, an^ 
the prince who had surrendered 
self at Bayonne could not be greatly 
flattered by recollecting, that while 
he hunted and fished in contented cap- 
tivity at Valen 9 ay, the independence 
of Spain had been maintained by the 
cortes. All these things tended 
alienate the mind of Ferdinand from 
those who, during his imprisonment, 
had administered the affairs of hia 
kingdom. 

It cannot be denied that there was 
a strong and ovt^rpowering party in 
the kingdom unfavourable to the al- 
terations proposed by the new consti- 
tution, and that not only among the 
nobles and churchmen, whose rights 
were particularly affected by the new 
order of things, but also among the 
lower orders, who, obstinately attach- 
ed to ancient usages, and bigotted ta 
the catholic religion, were shocked 
and alarmed by political innovations 
which seemed directed against both. 
It was in the middle classes alone, and 
especially among those whom educa- 
tion had led to read and think on po- 
litical subjects, that the new order of 
things found favourers. Thus, al- 
though the knowledge of the country 
might be with them, they numbered 
among their opponents both its wealth 
and its population. In the concus- 
sion which seemed inevitable, the cortes^ 
reckoned much upon the support of 
some of the most distinguibh(;(L.g^- 
rilla leaders, particularly upon Mint 
and Porlier, who, while defending the 
rights of the monarchy, had also avow-^ 
ed themselves protectors of those of 
the people. 

On the 24fth March there was read 
in the cortes a letter from Ferdinand, 
announcing his return to his domi- 
nions by the way of Catalonia. Ai 
circumstance occurred during 
ing which formed a curious contrast 
with the declaration of Reyna, alrciad/ 
noticed, and served to shew how little 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. 


321 


Chap. 16*] 


j:rudence and modfration some tnem- 
befa. of the cortes mixed with their 
zeal for liberty. Ferdinand) in his 
letter, had termed the people of Spain 
VasailoSf that is subjects, tne usual de- 
nomination expressive of the connec- 
tion betwixt the sovereign and the 
people through all Europe. With 
delicacy as absurd as it was ill- tinned, 
a member exclaimed, “We are not 
subjects and Senor Arispe, by an 
explanation which threw yet more sus- 
picion on the sentiments of the cortes, 
as coming from the mouth of a distin- 
guished member, agreed with the ob- 
jecter, that the Spanish people were 
subjects to the law alone, while he ex- 
culpated the use of a word peculiar 
to the ancient despotism,” as arising 
from Ferdinand’s long imprisonment, 
and ignorance of the new political 
phraseology of Spain. This circum- 
stance did not fall unnoticed to the 
ground,' but was much founded upon 
by those who represented the ultimate 
views of the cortes as unfavourable to 
the monarchical establishment. With 
the same rashness they pro- 
April 17. ceeded to limit and fix the 
endowments of the royal 
household ; thus assuming the sole ex- 
ercise of that prerogative which was 
most likely to be warmly contested 
by the monarch, ere they had been 
able to settle their own authority on 
such a 'permanent basis as might in- 
duce him -to recognize them as a legi- 
timate branch of the constitution. 

Ferdinand in the meanwhile, avoid- 
ing Madrid, and maintaining an alarm- 
ing silence on the subject of the con- 
stitution, which he had been required 
to accept, had fixed his abode at Va- 
lencia, where he strengthened himself 
by drawing around him the prelates 
and nobles attached to the royalist 
i* fie ranks of the cortes were 
d^ly thinned by those members who 
desert^ their hall to join the king at 
Valencia ; but those who remained 
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contiftued unanimous in their resolu-' 
tion, to receive and submit to Ferdi- 
nand in no other capacity than as the 
constitutional King of Spain. They 
reiterated their invitations to the king 
to come to Madrid, assume the reins 
of government, and restore by his au- 
thority and wise measures the happi- 
ness of Spain anti the •peace of her 
colonies. But to these messages no 
answer was returned. Tlie cortes even 
made some shew of military prepara- 
tion, and General Lacy, distinguished 
in the Catalonian war^ was placed at 
the head of their forces But their 
party became every hour weaker, while 
the gr;|^ndee8 and dignified clergy of 
Spain threw their whole weight and 
influence into the scale df the monarch. 
At length Ferdinand judged himself 
strong enough to adopt decided mea- 
sures against the body by which his 
authority had been so long administer- 
ed. A proclamation, or rather a ma- 
nifesto, dated from Valen- ^ 
cia, briefly retraced the his- M.ay 4. 
tory of the peninsular war, 
and stated the cortes to be an illegal ^ 
body, assembled in a manner unknown 
to the ancient laws and usages of 
Spain. It charged them with having 
formed a scheme of a ^constitution 
which was utterly subversive of the 
regal authority, and which a minority 
even of the cortes themselves had by 
threats, shouts, and revolutionary mea- 
sures of intimidation, compelled the 
refit to sanction. This proclamation 
further upbraided them with having 
adopted the revolutionary principles 
of modern France, and attempted to 
establish, not a limited monarchy, but 
a democracy, having at its head a ma- 
gistrate, whom, to conciliate the peo- 
ple, they permitted to retain the name, 
though without the authority of a 
king. It was then faintly admitted 
that some abuses had crept into the 
Spanish government, which might re- 
quire regulation and correction ; and 

X 
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tlie king promised he ^would in* due 
time convoke the cortes in a legiti- 
mate foroif and act in concert with 
them for* these purposes. But con- 
cerning the labours of the present as- 
sembly! I declare,’^ continued the 
manifesto! that my royal intention 
is, not only not to swear nor accede to 
the said consdtutioif^ nor to any de^ 
cree of the general and extraordinary 
cortes, and of the ordinary at present 
sitting! those, to wit, which derogate 
from the rights and prerogatives of 
iny sovereignty, established by the 
constitution and the laws under which 
the nation had lived in times past, but 
to pronounce that constitution and 
such decrees null and of no effect, 
now, or at any''other time, as if such 
acts had never passed, and that they 
are entirely abrogated, and without 
any obligation on my people and sub- 
jects, of whatever class and condition, 
to fulfil or observe them.'^ The pro- 
clarpation concluded by declaring that 
the cortes should cease their sittings ; 
that their place of meeting should be 
^shut up, their books and papers placed 
in the town-hall of Madrid ; and, final- 
ly, that those opposing this royal de- 
<;ree should be held guilty of high 
treason, and punished with death. 

If there was some Jruth in this pro- 
clamation, in so far it imputes to 
the cortes a rash and eager desire to 
legislate and to innovate, it is not such< 
as to qualify its gross falsehood in 
other particulars, and the deep and 
disgraceful ingratitude whicl^ it dis- 
plays ill all. If the cortes were irre- 
gularly elected and convoked, the king 
ought to have remembered that his 
own conduct, in truckling to the usurp- 
er of France, had placed the better 
prt of the kingdom in possession of 
foreign enemies, which impeded the 
regularity of elections ; nor can we 
stifle our indignation at observing that 
this king, for whom Spain resigned 
sll, cannot, while he dwells upon and 


exaggerates the errors of his tempo-f 
rary rulers, afford one grain of caqdid 
praise to their unparalleled exertions, 
or one word of sympathy with their 
unparalleled sufferings. Yet this pro- 
duction was received by the people of 
Spain not merely with passive obedi- 
ence, but with enthusiasm. Madrid 
immediately declared for 
the king. « Long live March 10. 
Ferdinand, and perish the 
constitution was the unanimous erjf 
of the populace. The cortes, percei- 
ving that the voicb of the nation decla- 
red itself against them and their cause, 
submitted to their fate without even 
an effort at resistance. The principal 
members were arrested, particularly 
those who had aspired to distinguish 
themselves as literary characters, and 
the jails were filled with those who 
had contributed so much to the liber- 
ty, or rather, we must now say, to the 
independence of their country. Ferdi- 
nand entered his capital 
as if in triumph, after March 14k 
this victory over the men 
who had so actively supported his 
sinking monarchy. He named an ad- 
ministration, at the head of which was 
his ancient preceptor, the Duke de 
San Carlos. The royal vengeance was 
then directed against the regency, by 
whom the national resources had been 
administered in his cause, always with 
good faith and sincere loyalty,* if not 
with uniform success or energyv-The 
venerable Cardinal of Bourbon, whose 
very name had been so long the incen- 
tive of Spanish patriotism, was banish- 
ed to Rome, Agar to Carthagena, and 
Ciacar to a Catalonian fortress* Ar- 

f uelles, the most eloquent among the 
.iberales, was condemned to serve a$ a 
common soldier ; and many other sen- 
tences served to prove that the pro- 
verbial ingratitude of 
be paralleled by that of a weak prince, 
who thirsts for absolute power. 

All the new measures of the Spa- 
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nhh government kept pace with those 
w\ich we have detailed. The liberty 
of the press was annihilatedi and». with 
a happy correspondence, the Inquisi* 
tion was re-established in its detest- 
able tyranny over the souls and bodies 
of mankind. To eradicate the taints 
of heresy left by the presence of their 
protestant allies, was alleged att one 
especial reason for restoring this tri« 
biinal. All that had been attempt- 
ed as a reform of old abuses was 
indiscriminately undone, and the for- 
mer state of things restored in all its 
absurdity. Even the council of Mes- 
ta, by the orders of which the roy- 
al flocks of Spain traverse the king- 
dom from one end to the other, to the 
^at prejudice of all proprietors and 
farmers whose possessions lie in their 
way-— even this tyrannic system was 
revived in its plenitude of impolicy and 
injustice. In short, after so many and 
such violent convulsions as Spain had 
undergone, and which in most other 
kingdoms would have been necessarily 
followed by political changes of one 
sort or other, the kingdom seemed 
destined to relapse into the same dege- 
nerate, despicable, and enfeebled state 
from which it had so suddenly start- 
ed at the call of patriotism. 

Yet the apathy of this extraordinary 
people, though general, was not uni- 
versal. In Cadiz, so long the last 
asylum of the eprtes, the spirit of free- 
dom and of resistance continued to 
survive. Some popular commotions 
took place, and the captain general, 
Don Juan de Villaviciosa, appears to 
have had difficulty in restoring tran- 
quillity. The university of Salamanca, 
with a spirit worthy of its reputation, 
called upon Ferdinand to remember his 
promise of convoking the cortes, and 
regulating, in concurrence with that 
tiie* public taxes and the laws 
which should determine the rights of 
the subjects. The guerillas also, part- 


ly from political motives, and partly 
from the predatory and military habits 
acquired during the war, continued in 
arms in different parts of the country^ 
and the royal forces were directed 
against them, with orders to execute 
all prisoners by martial law. Tlie 
kingdom was agitated by rumours of 
the return of tile old* king, and by 
more reasonable apprehensions, arising 
out of the perverse obstinacy of the 
government, the disorder of the finan- 
ces, the discordant state of political 
opinions, and the convulsions of South 
America. At length a con- 
spiracy was discovered in Bept* 16 . 
the capital ; ninety persons, 
supposed to be implicated in it, were 
arrested on suspicion*, and the king- 
dom seemed to be on the eve of civil 
war. 

The gallant Espoz y Mina, the 
most distinguished among the guerilla 
leaders, was, from the commencement 
of the Spanish war, understood (o be 
fighting as well for the liberties of the 
eople, as for the independence of the 
ingdom. As a friend to the doctrincp 
adopted in the constitution, he was an 
object of suspicion to the government, 
and received the royal orders to fix 
his residence at Pampelpna as a retired 
officer, while tlje troops whom he had 
led through such extraordinary perils 
were placed under the command of the 
captain general of Arragon. They 
were generally supposed to be influ- 
e'nced by the same sentiments, and 
were called the Partida. It would 
seem that, alarmed by the discoveries 
which had taken place at Madrid, 
Mina resolved to try the fate of arms. 
He advanced to Pampeluna, and suc- 
ceeded in scaling the walls of that 
strong fortress. But he found that 
the soldiers who had followed him wert^ 
not to be relied upon, and therefore 
suddenly relinquished the undertaking 
which he had suddenly undertaken. 
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He dispersed his followers and retreat- 
ed into France, followed only by his 
nephew, a gallant young soldier, who 
had long languished in the dungeons 
of Vincennes, and a few officers. They 
were at first arrested by the French 
police ; but on application to Louis 
XVIII., ** Let the gentlemen be set 
at liberty,’’ waathe spirited and bene- 
volent answer of the good sovereign ; 

the laws of France afford them hos- 
pitality ; and it is farther our pleasure 
that the commissary who arrested them 
be suspended from his office.*’ The 
liberty of Mina and his officers was 
instantly restored, and they were per- 
mitted to fix their undisturbed resi- 
dence in the kingdom of France.^ 

The proscription which took place in 
Spain on account of these incidents in- 
volved many highly respectable charac- 
ters, who were adjudged to imprison- 
ment, to the gallies, or to military ser- 
vice, deprived in many instances of their 
property, ruined by fines, and other- 
wise impoverished, so as to add the 
want even of common necessaries to 
the other evils of their condition. Ca- 
brera, a man of literary eminence, had 
his name era zed from the academy, 
and was fined four thousand dollars. 
Tapia and Barra, 'editors of patriotic 
journals, with Savinon, a dramatic au- 
thor, and Dominique, h magistrate of 
Madrid, were condemned for seven 
years to the Castillo de las Galeras. 
Nearly thirty persons, all of whom 
had supported Spanish independence 
with the sword, tongue, or pen, were 
punished with the like severity. When 
we peruse these miserable results of a 
war so justly undertaken and so nobly 
maintained, — when we behold a brave 
and high-spirited people resuming pas- 
sively, and at tlie mere nod of royal 
imbecillity, the fetters which they had 
Bung aside when the strong hand of 
Napoleon was about to rivet them, 
we cannot help adopting the language 
of our honoured laureate,-.— 


Strange race, of haughty heart and stub* 
born will ! 

Slavery they love, and chains with pridle 
. they wear; 

Inflexible alike in good and ill. 

The inveterate stamp of servitude they 
bear. 


Is this the issue, this the happy birth, ' 
In tho^e long throes and that strong agony 
brought forth ?” 

And yet, amid the disappointed hopes 
and bitter regrets which it is impossi- 
ble to suppress and unavailing to pour 
forth, we cannot but admire the wis- 
dom of Providence, and the blind am- 
bition of Buonaparte, which, by aim- 
ing to wield the formidable strength 
of Spain more directly than by gui- 
ding and influencing the legitimate mo- 
narch, converted at once her passive 
population into a race of soldiers and 
patriots, and laid the foundation of his 
own ruin. Had Ferdinand remained 
at Madrid, it is now evident he would 
never have attempted to emancipate 
himself from the thraldom of Buona- 
parte ; and it is at least equally cer- 
tain, that in no other cause, except in 
the name of the King of Spain, would 
that people have been roused into en- 
ergetic resistance. We dismiss the 
subject, with a hope, that where na- 
tional independence has been so well 
guarded and so highly prized, national 
liberty may one day find root. It is 
probable that the rights whjch, in 
many instances, have been wrung from 
kings by violence, may in the case of 
Spain flow from royal concession. The 
lights which have arisen upon this age 
are such as will force themselves upon 
the dullest understanding; and, dis- 
organized as the finances of Spain now 
are, her villages dispeopled and plun- 
dered, her forests and mountains be- 
come the refuge of hordetuMif 
ditti, her frontier provinces in a state 
of revolt, her capital discontented, and 
her ministers without talenti the king 
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may yet find himself obliged to throw 
a part of his cares and his responsibi* 
Kfy upon a national representation, and 
convoke the cortes, in compliance with 
the solemn promise which he has made 
to his people. 

In these circumstances, and with 
this hope, we can see nothing but af- 
Tectation in the opinion of those who 
have maintained, that the unjuH and 
despotic conduct of Ferdinand towat ds 
his subjects called upon Great Britain 
to break off all friendly relations with 
his ccJurt, and to» repulse with scorn 
the usual tokens of respect exchanged 
among princes. It requires little logic 
to prove, that the misgovern men t of a 
monarch gives his neighbours no title 
to interfere with his affairs ; and still 
less does it appear either just or po- 
litic that the exterior relations main- 
tained between two countries, as con- 
ducive to the advantage of both, should 
be broken off in a pet, because the 
one nation or government, less enlight- 
ened than the other, has adopted to- 
wards its own subjects an unjust or 
unworthy line of conduct. The allied 
powers, and Britain in particular, are 
well known to have used their utmost 
intercession in favour of those indivi- 
duals whose fate we have commemo- 
rated ; but having done so with energy 
and sincerity, we conceive them to 
have gone as far as policy and the law 
of nations will permit. We are to 
wish well to ’the cause of liberty all 
the world over; but we do not con- 
ceive ourselves called upon to break 
off friendly relations with every mo- 
narch whose subjects, from choice or 
necessity, are for the present in a state 
of servitude. We cannot altogether 
forget the maxim, Volenti non jit in- 
juria ; and we fear that either active 
interference, or strong and offensive 
expre^^ons of our disgust at the line 
of conduct adopted by Ferdinand, 
would be attended with as bad effects, 
and meet as little gratitude from the 


peqple of 6p;iain, as the officious int^- 
ference of their own well-meaning re- 
dresser of wrongs, in the case of the 
farmer’s boy whom his master was 
chastizing. * 

The state of the provinces in South 
America, from which the court was 
wont to draw the means of support- 
ing its luxury jnd paying its armies, 
was an affair of moment with the go- 
vernment of Ferdinand. A compul- 
sory loan imposed on the merchants of 
Cadiz supplied the means of equipping 
an expedition of about 8000 troops, 
destined for the reduction of the in- 
surgent colonies. The command of 
these troops was entrusted to Morillo, 
and the expedition to which they be- 
longed sailed from Cadiz late in the 
year. 

The convulsions of these provinces 
continued to present the same melan- 
choly and uniform details of slaughter 
and calamity. Monte Video persisted 
for a long period to hold out in the 
cause of the mother country, tJhough 
blockaded both by land and sea, and 
reduced to extremities by famine. Vi- 
godet, the governor, after an unsuc- 
cessful attempt to negociate with the 
insurgent army, sent out a flotilla, con- 
sisting of four corvettes, three brigs, 
and several smaller vessels, wich the 
purpose of fighting and destroying 
the blockading squadron, of inferior 
force, commanded by Don Guillermo 
Brown, an Englishman. The insur- 
.gent admiral succeeded in 
decoying the enemy to some May 1 5. 
distance from the harbour 
of Monte Video, where he attacked 
them with skill and bravery, and, meet- 
ing little resistance, obtained a com- 
plete victory, and took two corvettes 
and two brigs, destroying some other 
armed vessels. Seventy-three pieces 
of cannon, and two thousand five hun- 
dred muskets, fell into the hands of the 
insurgents. This victory rendered the 
case of Monte Video desperate, and 
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the town was surrendered to the insur- 
gents, the garrison remaining prison- 
ers of war. The patriots -of the river 
of Plate obtained by these means pos- 
aession of an important sea-port, with 
a great quantity of arms and stores of 
every description. 

tn Chili, the contending parties, 
through the mediation of an English 
officer, agreed lijjon tdl-ms of pacifica- 
tion. By the first article, Chili, as an 
integral part of the Spanish monarchy, 
agrees to send deputies to the cortes, 
for the purpose of sanctioning the con- 
stitution which the latter have framed, 
acknowledging also the authority of 
Ferdinand VII. and that of the re- 
gency, with this proviso, tha| the 
niternal government of Cliili be main- 
tained in all its pdwers and privileges, 
and free trade with allied and neutral 
nations, especially with Great Britain, 
to whom Sp; in owes, under God, and 
next to her own valour and constancy, 
her political existence.*' The 2d ar- 
ticle provides for the immediate cessa- 
tion of hostilities, and the evacuation 
of Taka and the province of Concep- 
tion by the troops of Luna, Valdivia, 
an^ Chiloe. Article 3d, stipulates the 
mutual restoration of prisoners, and an 
ample amnesty. Bj article 4th, mer- 
cantile relation;^ with all the other 
parts of the Spanish njpnarchy shall 
continue with the same freedom and 
harmony as before the war. By arti- 
cle Sth, Chili engages to afford to 
Spain all that assistance which is com- 
patible with the deteriorated state of 
ner territory, in consequence of the war 
which has raged there. By article 
11th, Chili gives three hostages to an- 
swer for the exact fulfilment of the 
treaty on her part ; and the national 
army, on the other part, gives an equal 
number of hostages to answer for the 
evacuation of Chili. 

The 15th article is very honourable 
to Captain Hillyar of the British navy, 


and is as follows The contracting 
parties acknowledging that the sus- 
pension of hostilities, die restoration aif 
peace, good harmony, and close friend- 
ship between the governments of Luna 
and Chili, are owing. In a great mea- 
sure, to the efficacious endeavours of 
Commodore Don Santiago Hillyar, 
captain of his Britannic majesty’s fri-’ 
gate tbe Phoebe, who offered his re- 
spectable mediation to the government 
of Chili, acquainting it with the senti- 
ments of the Viceroy of Lima, and who 
has not hesitated to make sacrifices of 
every kind in order to be present at all 
the conferences which preceded this 
convention ; we, therefore, return him 
our most expressive thanks as the me- 
diator and principal instrument in this 
interesting work.** 

We cannot record this transaction 
without an ardent wish that other Bri- 
tish officers had with similar success 
acted as mediators in this unhappy war. 
Whatever laurels Captain Hillyar may 
have gained, even in his profession, 
they cannot rival in value the blood- 
less honour which he acquired by heal- 
ing the wounds of this distracted pro- 
vince, and promoting a pacification so 
honourable to himself and to his coun- 
try. 

The success of the insurgents at 
Monte Video was balanced by the loss 
of Venezuela and the Caraccas. This 
was the consequence of a 
severe battle, fought in the June 18. 
vallies of Azuaza, where 
the insurgents were routed with great 
slaughter. In consequence of this vic- 
tory the royalists obtained possession 
of the Caraccas. The insurgent chiefs 
fled to the mountains, or escaped by 
sea, for the royalists gave no quarter 
either during or after the engagement. 
We have distorted and partial accounts 
of other battles in different parts of 
the new world, where the civSTstrlfS' 
seemg to be carried on with a Bangui- 
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'^nary fury, which reminds us of the 
bloodshed between the parties of Pi- 
zarru, Almagro, and other conquerors 
of South America, whose mutual bat- 
tles, slaughters, and executions upon 
the scaffold, formed some atonement 
for the unprovoked miseries they had 
inflicted on the aboriginal inhabitants. 


We turn, however, from these du- 
biouaP and disjointed articles of in* 
telligence, to events occurring in the 
northern part of the* same continent^ 
with which we are not only better ac- 
quainted, but unfortunately much more 
immediately connected* 
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CHAPTER XVII. 


The American War^’^Impolicy of the War* — Inferiority of the American Ar- 
mies. — America proposes Peace through the Mediation of Russia. — Bri- 
tain rejects the proposed Mediation^ hut agrees to enter into a direct Trea- 
iy, — Naval Actions. — Capture of the British Sloop Rein-deer. — ^Engage- 
ment beivneen the Wasp and the Avon. — Capture of the Essex by the Bri- 
tish Frigate Phoebe. — Americans defeated near Biijffdloe, and the Tovsn 
burnt. — Refections on this Mode of Hostility. — Retreat of General Wil- 
hinson to SacketVs Harbour. — The British destroy the American Fort Os- 
wego. — General Real worsted at Chippau>a<i and forced to retreat to Niaga- 
ra. — General Drummond advances to nis Support. — Battle of Niagara. — The 
Americans retreat to Fort Erie. ’-^Unsucces fid Attempt to storm that For- 
tress. — Expediti m up the Patuxent. — Destruction of the American Flotilla. 
•^Battle of Bladensburgh — Burning of the public Edifices at Washington. 
^Policy and Justice of these Proceedings. — Capitulation of Alexandria.— 
Action before Baltimore y and Death of General Ross. — The British retreat. 
-%-Death of Sir Peter Parker. — Capture (f the Passmaquoddy Islands^ and of 
Part of the Province of Mairie. — Expedition of Sir George Prevost. — De- 
feat of the British Flotilla before Plattsburgh^ and retreat (f their Army . — 
• A Sortie from Fort Erie is repulsed. — The Americans advance in Force to 
Chippawa^ but retreat and evacuate Fort Erie, — The Eastern States are dis- 
satifed with the War. —They appoint a Convention to consider of the Pro- 
visions of the Union. — Proceedings of the Commissioners of Ghent. — Peace 
concluded-— ^Its Terms.— The West-Indies. — Tranquil State of the East-In- 
dies. • 

The war between England and Ame- 
rica, in 80 far as Britain is concerne^d, 
is the least satisfactory chapter in the 
present annals. It formed, on our side, 
a contest in which no laurels were to 
be expected, since we had no object 
to gain, and only went to war because 
we were not permitted to remain at 
peace. The American pretexts for 
Utility had fluctuated, and been aban- 
doned or resumed according to cir- 
cumstances. The orders in council 
were originally alleged as the motive. 

These orders had been made for years 


before war was declared, and were re- 
pealed when it was hardly begun. The 
right of 8earch,^the right of natural- 
izing British seamen, — the rights of 
commerce, and we know not how many 
rights besides, were then proposed as 
the ostensible causes of continuing hos- 
tilities. But the real cause was too 
obvious to admit of being coloured. 
It consisted in the dislike which the 
ruling party in America, with the 
president, Madison, at theirTiead, en- 
tertained against a nation mere weal- 
thy, powerful, and respectable than 
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their owOf to whom they found them- 
^ves always and everywhere filling a 
aecpnd place. It seemed to these 
statesmen, that there was a full oppor- 
tunity of feeding fat their ancient 
grudge while Britain had to contend 

and all Europe armed to back him. 
Canada, a possession which, perhaps, 
in good policy, Britain ought ciot to 
have retained at the close of the former 
war, but which she could not now re- 
linquish with honour, was a tempting 
bait far American ambition, and it was 
expected to fall an easy and unresist- 
ing, perhaps a willing prey to the in- 
vader. In this hope the Americans had 
been woefully deceived by the event 
of the former campaigns, so honoura- 
ble to Sir George Prevost and those 
who acted under him. Unfortunately, 
the British were equally disappointed 
in their expectations of displaying, in 
their contests with the republicans of 
the new world, the same naval superi- 
ority which had driven from other 
seas all ships save their own. Each 
power struggled to maintain the ho- 
nour they had unexpectedly acquired 
in the mode of warfare in which their 
rival had been deemed superior, and 
to recover that which they had lost in 
a department more immediately their 
own. The truth is, that in full con- 
fidence in their own resources and 
ignorance of those of the enemy, 
each nation seems to have formed an 
inaccufate and somewhat presumptu- 
ous view of the probable events of the 
war. 

We have elsewhere discussed the 
impolicy and injustice of the measures 
of the American government in preci- 
pitating the nation into a war, for the 
sake of territorial conquest, through 
which they must necessarily lose the 
commerce of which they stood so much 
in need, in order at the utmost to acquire 
an extent of territory in addition to the 
wide and waste regions which they had 


not yet been able to people and to culti- 
vatS» These reasons of policy had given 
way to the temptation of opportunity, 
and the supposed facility of accomplish- 
ing a splendid and popular conquest. 
But the military events of 1 812 had dis- 

America, like an infant giant, liad 
been found on the trial to possess nei- 
ther breadth nor sinews in proportion 
to her size and appearance. Her ter- 
ritories, so boundless in extent, and so 
thinly peopled, offer every facility for 
defensive war ; but a population, im- 
patient alike of restraint and of taxa- 
tion, living at a distance from, and al- 
most independent of their government, 
are ill calculated to send forth armies for 
foreign conquest. Funds for paying re- 
gular armies cannot he easily collected 
from among them ; and those who serve 
in person form a body of volunteers, 
brave, perhaps, and hardy, but as self- 
willed and irregular as the ancient feu- 
dal militia. The general officers had 
been found deficient, not only ia those 
rare and eminent qualifications neces- 
sary for the commander who must make 
irregular troops do the duty usually 
required from disciplined forces, but 
in the more ordinary qualities of con- 
duct and even cqurage. The cam- 
paign of 1811 had bew disgraceful to 
their arms ; aisd although their efforts 
in 181 i had divided the success more 
equally, yet it was only by means of 
such extensive preparations as the fi- 
^nances of America could ill support, 
and which, after all, had frequently 
been baffled b.y the British with much 
inferior means. Taxation, the only 
mode of continuing these burthensome 
and expensive efforts to possess them- 
selves of a province which th^ir em- 
pire so little needed, was a measure not 
only utterly odious to the citizens of 
the United States, but likely to be 
ineffectual, from the difficulty of en- 
forcing the duties which might be im- 
posed. The wisest became sensible that 
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they had rashly engaged in a doubtful 
contest, and it appeared difficult to* say 
how their executive government could 
prosecute the war with success, or 
make peace with reputation. 

On the part of Britain this unhappy 
war had also its loss and its dishonour. 
The capture of our vessels in single 
fight, by the American frigates, were 
events the more* galling that they were 
totally unexpected, and, joined to a 
•ense that the quarrel was unjustly 
forced upon os by the Americans, 
excited a strong feeling of irritation 
against that country. Even the mob 
in Palace-yard, when harangued on 
the subject of peace by their most 
popular orator, turned a deaf ear to 
his eloquence when he touched uj^on 
this topic. War, active war with 
America was the cry which replied to 
his pacific exhortations, and there was 
through the whole kingdom a sense of 
animosity against that nation, as if the 
quarrel had been personal and peculiar 
to every Briton. But it was much 
more easy to long for revenge for 
wrongs and injuries sustained from a 
nation, whose injurious conduct was 
the more aggravating as they spoke the 
same language and sprung from the 
same ancestors with ourselves, than to 
deviseeffectual means for carrying on of- 
fensive measures against America. Her 
commerce was already annihilated, and 
her sailors only subsisted by privateer- 
ing ; she had no fleets to send to sea, 
and her solitary frigates continued with* 
the same happy dexterity to escape 
from and return to the. ports of her 
extended continent. At sea, then, our 
commercial interests were certain to 
suffer, and we could only hope for the 
occasional satisfaction of capturing an 
armed vessel, after she had done more 
damage by an hundred fold than her 
guns and timber were worth. On land 
the prospect was hardly more flatter- 
ing. Any extended plan of serious 
invasion, or conquest of any part of 


the American states, was a measure 
obviously impolitic, even if it cou.ld 
have been judged practicable. On jthe 
other hand, descents upon the coast, 
the destruction of public property and 
stores, the burning of their sea-ports, 
and destruction of their shipping, were 
measures, indeed, fully within our 
power, and suited to the vindictive 
feelings of the moment, but which 
were more likely to exasperate than to 
subdue the enemy. America, in refer- 
ence to her vast extent of territory, was 
like a huge leviathp, and we fishers, 
who, possessing no means to inflict a 
deep or vital wound, could only dead 
such stabs as might serve to rouse the 
unwieldy monster into rage and fury, 
without materially diminishing its vi- 
gour. The result of this reasoning is, 
that nations, having so little the means 
of maintaining active hostilities against 
each other, should have hastened to 
resume those pacific relations which 
had been so unadvisedly broken o& 
It has always, however, proved more 
easy for nations and individuals to 
plunge into difficulties, than to extri«- 
cate themselves when engaged in them. 
Besides, the British, who had been 
dragged into the war with reluctance, 
were now flushed with the successful 
events on the European continent, and 
began to take a deeper and keener in- 
terest in the operations gainst Ame- 
rica, while her rulers, on the other 
hand, could not even open negociations 
for peace without relinquishing every 
pretext for which they had underta. 
ken the war. 

The disasters of Buonaparte in Rus- 
sia and Germany had, however, their 
effect upon the mind of Madison, his 
effectual, though not his avowed ally^ 
and he sought a road out of the diffi- 
culties in which he was involved, 
proposing a negociation for peace im- 
der the mediation of Russia. It can 
hardly be supposed that he made this 
proposal with any serious expectation 



fllSTORY OF EUROPE. SSI 


Chap. 17.] 

X it would be accepted. England, 
possessed of naval rights and the 
meana^enforcing them, had uniform- 
ly refuS?a to permit them to be the 
subject of discussion under any media- 
tion. It would, indeed, have been dif- 
ficult to have found a. power in Eu- 
rope who would not have seen, or have 
thought that she saw, her own inte- 
rest in favouring the pretensions of the 
Americans, and least of all was impar- 
tiality to be expected from Russia, a 
power now, indeed, in close relations of 
amity wkh Great Brjtain, but against 
whom we have had more than once, in 
the course of this generation, occasion 
to defend those very rights, of which, 
by the proposal of President Madi- 
son, she was now to be constituted 
umpire. The proposal of mediation, 
therefore, was distinctly and positively 
declined by the British government. 
But they readily consented that com- 
missioners should be named by each 
nation to adjust terms of pacification, 
by a letter from Lord Castlereagh to 
the American government, expressing 
the “ earnest desire of this country to 
bring the negociatioiis to a favourable 
issue, upon principles of perfect reci- 
procity, not inconsistent with the es- 
tablished maxims of public law, and 
with the maritime rights of the Bri- 
tish empire.” 

To this letter from Lord Castle- 
reagh the American secretary of state 
transmitted a rqily, expressing the 
same desife of terminating “ the pre- 
sent contest with Great Britain on 
conditions of reciprocity, consistent 
with the rights of both parties, as so- 
vereign and independent nations,” and 
accepting Lord Castlereagh’s propo- 
sal of a direct negociation between the 
two governments. Gottenberg first, 
and finally Ghent, was fixed upon as 
the place of meeting. The progress 
of this treaty we shall have occasion 
to detail when we have finished our ac- 
count of the events of the war. 


The actions at sea were few in num- 
ber and unimportant, unless as display- 
ing the skill and bravery of both coun- 
tries, qualities in which the Americano 
showed themselves by no means infe- 
rioir to the British. It is true, how- 
ever, that the very best among the ntv 
merous seamen whom the war had 
thrown out of employment had been se- 
lected to man their vessels, and that 
each of their few frigates, being thus 
fully and ably manned, might be con- 
sidered as superior in appointments to 
most of the British vessels about the 
same force which she was likely to 
meet. Their frigates, besides, were 
frigates in name only, and, generally 
speaking, were superior in metal and 
men by one-fourth to t^ose of the same 
class in our navy. But when full al- 
lowance has been made for these advan- 
tages, there will remain still room for 
apprehension, that it is America with 
whom Britain may hereafter have to 
contend for the trident of the ocean. 

The Reindeer sloop of war, Captain 
Manners, having 16 guns, (24-pounder 
carronades) and about 118 men, (of 
whom twenty were boys) 
was, after a short and des- Jul^ 28. 
perate action, taken by 
the Wasp, Captain Blakely, mounting 
22 guns, (32-pounder carronades) and 
two long twelvr-pounders. Captaiii 
Manners fell in an unsuccessful at- 
tempt to board, after receiving fourteen 
wounds ; twenty-seven of the Rein- 
deer’s crew were killed, and forty 
wounded, among whom were all the 
officers. The vessel itself was so much 
shattered that it was necessary to de- 
stroy her the next day. The honour 
of the British flag was, therefore, well 
supported in this unhappy affair. This 
same American vessel, the Wasp, fell 
afterwards in with the Avon ofl: the 
coast of Ireland, and had, after a short 
and severe action, compelled her to 
strike her colours ; but another king’s 
ship coming in sight, the Wasp was 
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obliged to bear away- -A fond ijeport 
was for some time kept up, that she 
had Slink during the action, which was 
fully disproved by her safe arrival some 
weeks afterwards in an American har- 
hour. The encounter be- 
March^S, tween the Essex, Captain 
Porter, and the British fri- 
gate Phoebe,. Captain Hillyar, had 
a more consolatory issue. They met 
on the coast, near Valparaiso, the 
Phoebe having the Cherub in company. 
After an animated contest of near an 
hour, the Americans struck their flag. 
It is but candid to state, that the su- 
periority of force was upon this occa- 
sion decidedly in favour of the British. 
These were the only naval actions of 
importance occurring in the course of 
the year. 

The earlier military events of 1814 
were upon the same limited scale, and 
partook of the same inveterate cha- 
racter of hostility as in the former 
campaigns. There appeared great rea- 
8on*to fear that tlie war on either side 
might degenerate into an exchange of 
frontier inroads, marked by mutual 
‘devastation. We noticed in the annals 
of the preceding year that Colonel 
Murray, at the head of a body of 
British and Indians, had carried by 
storm the foftress of Niagara. Ha- 
ring learned that the *eneray were col- 
lecting a force at Black Rock and 
Buffalo, Major-General Rial moved 
against them, defeated them 
Dec. 30. in a smart action, drove 
them through their batte- 
ries, and compelled them to abandon 
their guns, and betake themselves to 
the woods. The villages of Buffaloe 
and Black Rock were burnt to the 
ground, in revenge of the similar treat- 
ment of Newark by the Americans, 
during their invasion of Upper Canada 
in the preceding year. The rules of 
war may authorize such measures of 
retaliation, and the circumstances of 
the case may apologize for, but nei- 


ther can fully justify them. They arj 
evil in themselves, encourage those i?ho 
carry them into execution in cr<',cf and 
predatory habits, and, by exasperating 
all the angry passions on both sides, 
tend to increase those horrors of war 
which it is the pride of civilization 
to have diminished as far as possible* 
It is therefore with peculiar pleasure 
we ‘find that the belligerent powers 
relented in the exercise of retaliation 
towards the prisoners on both sides, 
which had been commenced by the 
Americans in tho preceding y\?ar, and 
that the officers and soldiers on both 
sides, who had been com- 
mitted to close confinement, July 18. 
were by a military conven- 
tion agreed to be exchanged. 

Early in February, Ge- 
neral Wilkinson, who, in Feh. 16. 
order to accomplish his part 
in the grand projected invasion of Ca- 
nada, had occupied a station at the 
French Mills, on the Salmon river, 
abandoned his position, after destroy- 
ing the barracks and works which he 
had erected to protect them, and re- 
treated to Sackett’s Harbour, annoyed 
in this retrograde movement by a party 
of British forces, who made consider- 
able captures of stores and provisions. 
On the 30th March, General Wilkin- 
son suddenly attempted to surprise the 
British outposts, but was repulsed in 
a smart skirmish, and here ended his 
offensive operations. ' 

The British, on the otlier hand, 
undertook an expedition against the 
American Fort Oswego, situated on 
the Lake Ontario. A force under 
General Drummond embarked upon 
the lake in Sir James Yeo^s squadron, 
and arrived before the fort, 
where the armed vessels en - Ayril 1 5. 
gaged the batteries, while 
the troops were disembarked. The 
British threw themselves ashore in de- 
fiance of the strength of the enemy's 
position, and carried the fort in less 
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Cl^n ten minutes, the garrison escaping 
in the woods. The troops were then 
• reimbw4^d, after destroying the fort, 
with its barracks and defences. An- 
other attempt, under the command of 
Captain Popham of the navy, to de- 
stroy some naval stores which the 
enemy were transporting to Sackett’s 
Harbour, for the equip- 
May 31. ment of their flotilla tnere, 
was repulsed with loss. 

A movement of more importance 
was the disembarkation of 
July 3.* a large American force, un- 
der General Brown, which 
crossed the Niagara, and advancing 
into Canada, encountered an inferior 
body of British troops under General 
Rial; and after a smart action, in 
which both parties sustained loss, com- 
pelled them to retreat upon their lines 
at Chippawa, and from thence to a 
position near Niagara, abandoning the 
former to the Americans. In the end 
of this month, however, the English 
forces in Canada had been reinforced 
by the arrival of a part of Lord Wel- 
lington’s veteran troops, which, being 
embarked at Bourdeaux after the pa- 
cification of the continent, were dis- 
patched to America for this purpose. 
It is not generally known, but we 
state the fact with confidence in its 
truth, that the Duke of Wellington 
himself had volunteered his services in 
the western hemisphere. When his 
personal ^friends’ expostulated on the 
rashness with which, just escaped from 
the perils of so long and bloody a war, 
he hastened to expose himself to the 
fatigues, disease, and dangers of other 
campaigns in a distant country, his 
short and patriotic answer, “ I will 
serve my country right and left,” spoke 
volumes in its military and manly con- 
ciseness. Wisely, however, not for 
Britain alone, but for all Europe, mi- 
nisters declined to accept of this self- 
devoted offer ; and thus the life, upon 


whicl 4 the destinies of the world were 
soon to depend, escaped the risks of 
a distant and comparatively obscure 
warfare, and the services of Welling- 
ton were reserved for that ifiemorable 
field which was to crown his glory. 
The forces which recruited the Bri- 
tish army in Canada fell under the 
command of the, same generals who 
had hitherto, with comparatively fee- 
ble means, sustained and repulsed the 
invasions of the Americans. 

General Drummond, at 
the head of reinforcements, July 25. 
consisting partly of these 
troops, now advanced to the support 
of General Rial, who, now hard press- 
ed by the superior forces of General 
Brown, was about tq commence his 
retreat from Niagara, where he was 
stationed near the falls. General Drum- 
mond united himself on his march 
with a column under Colonel Morri- 
son, which had been previously dis- 
patched by a different route, and just 
as they arrived at the point whei^ he 
expected to find General Rial, he 
found the position almost occupied by 
the enemy, whose columns were with-^ 
in six hundred yards of the top of the 
hill, and the surrounding wood filled 
with their light troops. To counter- 
mand the troops of General Rial, 
whose retreat 5n Fort George was 
already commenced, and to form all 
the corps under his own command into 
line, and to occupy the crest of the 
eminence, were directions which Ge- 
neral Drummond had scarce time to 
issue, and his troops to obey, ere his 
whole front was warmly engaged. The 
enemy pressed upon his flank and cen- 
tre, and that with such energy that 
they obtained a momentary possossion 
of the road, during which space the 
gallant General Rial was made pri- 
soner as he was passing to the rear, 
after receiving a severe wound. A 
close and desperate action then took 
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fhctf the roar of the cannon ani^jnus- 
<|uetry vying with that of the neigh* 
bouring cataract of Niagara, as if the 
thunders of the military art were en- 
deavouring to drown those of the most 
stupendous phenomenon of nature. In 
a (private letter from the brave Colonel 
Drummond, whose lamented death we 
shall soon have to reaord, he described 
the scene as equally sublime and terri- 
ble, and, with the enthusiasm of a mind 
as cultivated as it was gallant, wished 
for the presence of a bard of his coun. 
try to record the scenery and the strife 
of the day. « The scene of action, 
says that letter, being so near the 
falls, made it a particularly favourable 
aiibject for the poet and painter, more 
SO for the latter. Conceive the stu- 
pendous cataract illumined by the fire 
from 8000 muskets, 24* pieces of ord- 
nance, and innumerable rockets, from 
half-past six in the evening till near 
twelve,.— the fury of the shot hurling 
the enemy who were next it into the 
^ee|f,— savages running from thehght, 
(which all our Indians did, by the 
way,) — horses scampering without 
their riders, (I had two killed under 
me, and my double-barrelled gun 
knocked to pieces out of my hand,) — 
artillery whirling^at full speed. The 
enemy in a mdst daring style brought 
up their guns into oui*" position, drove 
us for a moment, and absolutely lim- 
bered one of our guns for their own. 
The confusion of columns renconter- 
ing in the dark, for we began the fight 
with less than 1200 men, and about 
ten o’clock were joined by as many 
more, who came by different routes 
already occupied by the enemy, and 
the ridiculous mistakes which could 
only occur fighting an army speaking 
the same language, were laughable 
though serious — Who comes there? 
~A friend. — To whom ? — To King 
George. If the appellants, as you 
would caU them, were of that persua- 


sion, all was well, but when a friend 
Madison, then there was a differrace 
of opinion ; but one regiment ahsdlutc- 
ly escaped my discovering who they 
were, by saying Glcngary light infan- 
try.” The enemy, confident in great 
superiority of numbers, persisted in stre- 
nuous attacks, which were with equal 
gallantry sustained and repulsed. The 
Amiricans rushed on the field-pieces 
with the most undaunted courage, and 
bayonetted in some instances the Bri- 
tish artillerymen while in the very act 
of loading. They even succeeded in 
possessing themselves of some of the 
guns. These were not only instantly 
recovered, but one or two ot the Ame- 
rican field-pieces fell into our hands ; 
and such was the confusion, occasion^- 
ed by the darkness, which now screen- 
ed the combat to which it could not 
put a period, that the artillerymen on 
each side made the same mutual mis- 
take, the British attaching an Ameri- 
can gun to a limber of their own, and 
the enemy fastening a British gun to 
the American limber. About nine 
o’clock the action slackened for a short 
period, during which the enemy was 
concentrating his forces for a new and 
general attack, and pushing at the 
same time a strong column into the 
rear, whichfmade prisoners many of the 
British wounded men, among others 
General Rial. The advanced party of 
General Rial’s division, whose retreat 
had been countermanded, had now re- 
turned to the scene of action, and were 
placed in a second line, to sustain the 
troops who had been engaged all day. 
The enemy nevertheless continued 
till midnight the most desperate at- 
tempts to gain the hill, until, having 
sustained a loss in the action amount- 
ing to 1500 men, he retreated preci- 
pitately to Chippawa> and from thence 
on the following day to Fort Erie, 
after destroying his stores and aban- 
doning his camp. The number of 
11 
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\^merican8 engaged in this remarkable 
a^on might be about 5000 ;* that of 
the Rcj^sh did not exceed 2800 men. 
The loss of the victors in this despe- 
rate action nearly reached 900 men. 

General Drummond now assumed 
the offensive^ and our flotilla having 
captured some of tlte enemy’s small 
vessels which were anchof- 
jiug* 13. cd off Fort Erie, was indu- 
ced to hazard an attack 
upon the place itsclR After the 
works had been considerably damaged 
by thelflre of a battery, two divisions 
were directed to assault the 
Aug* 15. fort upon different points. 

Both failed in the pur- 
pose intended. That upon the left, 
commanded by Colonel Fischer, ad- 
vanced with great steadiness, until, 
as it emerged from a thick wood, it 
was suddenly stopped by a heavy fire 
of musketry and artillery from behind 
an abbattis and trenches, so strong as 
to form an insurmountable obstacle to 
their progress. The column of sup- 
port being entangled between the rocks 
and water, was thrown into irremedi- 
able confusion, and sustained a great 
loss. The assault, made in two co- 
lumns from the side of the lake, was 
in the beginning more prosperous, for 
tha^ssailants succeeded, after a des- 
perate resistance, in making a lodg- 
ment in the fort, after which they 
scaled through the embrasures. They 
had thus obtained possession of a de- 
mi-bastion, and turned the guns upon 
the interior stone building, still main- 
tained by the enemy, when, either 
through means of a mine prepared by 
the Americans, or by one of those 
casualties which occur in war, a small 
magazine of ammunition under the 
platform blew up with a tremendous 
explosion, by which almost all the 
gallant men who had just so gallantly 
stormed the fortifications were buried 
among the ruins of the post which 


tbe^^bad gained. A panic instantly 
spread among the troops, who could 
not be persuaded to advance to sup- 
port those who had entere<| the place, 
and thus it became necessary to order 
a retreat. General Drummond^s army 
sustained great loss in this unhap(]py 
affair. Colonel Scott and Lieutenant* 
Colonel Drummond, whose account of 
the battle of Niagara we have just 
quoted, were both killed ; and indeed 
every officer belonging to the two ' 
columns which attacked the demi-b|is- 
tion were either killed or wounded^ 
The death of Lieutenant - Colonel 
Drummond was particularly lament-* 
ed, as his life had been uniformly mark- 
ed by brilliant services. Colonel Scott 
was also deeply regretted. The inci- 
dent damped the spirit both of the 
troops and of the Indian allies, and the 
possession of Fort Erie, which the 
enemy now maintained with little dif- 
ficulty, gave them the means of me* 
nacing the Canadian frontier when 
it suited them to make a show of in* 
vasion. 

A more important display of British 
superiority, than had been exhibiteil 
in these partial actions, was signalized 
in an expedition gainst the capital 
city of the United states. Vice-Ad- 
miral Sir Alexander Cochrane com* 
manded the strong natal force employ- 
ed in this exploit, and Major-General 
Robert' Ross was at the head of the 
troops. They entered 
the Patuxent, and the Aug* 19, SO. 
army being landed, as- 
cended the bank by land i while Ad- 
miral Cockburn, with a flotilla, con* 
sisting of launches, armed boats, and 
small craft, proceeded up the river on 
their flank. The flotilla of the Ame- 
rican Commodore Barney had sought 
refuge in the Patuxent, and 
as the British boats open- Aug* SS» 
ed the reach above Pig- 
point, they perceived that officer’s flag 
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displayed in the headmost vessel^ a 
large sloop, and the remainder of .the 
flotilla extending in a long line astern of 
her. On approaching the vessels they 
were discovered to be on fire, and 
having burnt with great vehemence, 
bletv up in succession. Sixteen were 
totally destroyed, the seventeenth fell 
into the hands* of tke British, and 
about thirteen merchant schooners, 
which were either captured or destroy- 
ed. An idea prevailed among our 
troops and seamen that the vessels were 
left as a decoy, and that it had been 
hoped by the enemy that the British 
would approach them precipitately, 
and suffer by the conflagration. ^This 
supposition, which corresponded with 
the American plan of carrying on the 
naval war by fire-ships and torpedo- 
machines, greatly exasperated the minds 
of the British. The land forces had 
in the meanwhile advanced within six- 
teen miles of Washington, and on the 
2Sd and i£4th resumed their march and 
reached Bladensberg, a village situated 
within five miles of that capital. The 
preparations made by the enemy for 
Its defence were not unworthy of the 
importance which every nation attach- 
d to its metropolis. 

Bladensberg is Situated on the left 
bank of the eastern branch of the Po- 
towmack. On the op'posite side an 
army of S or 9000 Americans was 
formed in two lines, along a chain of 
commanding heights. Through the 
centre past the main road, leading td 
Washington, which was therefore 
completely protected by the guns dis- 
posed on the heights. A fortified 
house, defended by artillery, com- 
manded the bridge over the Potow- 
mack,* by which the British troops 
were under the necessity of passing, 
and which the Americans, in igno- 
rance or confidence, had ventured to 
leave unbroken. This post was at 
once carried by the British light bri- 
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gade, who, rather flying to the attacks 
than running, advanced with such im- 
petuosity, that the Americantji -were 
totally unable to withstand them. A 
brigade, under the command of Colo- 
nel Brooke, advanced to the support 
of the light brigade, and deploying af- ‘ 
ter the passage of the bridge, attack- 
ed the right and left of the enemy at 
once.* The Americans, surprised at 
the vivacity of the assault, do not ap- 
pear upon this occasion to have made 
such a defence as their national cha- 
racter and the importance of the oc- 
casion demanded. The first line soon 
gave way and fell back upon the se- 
cond, which also yielding to the charge 
of bayonets and vollies of rockets, dis- 
persed and fled in less than half an 
Lour from the commencement of the 
contest. This route was broken and 
completed by one division only of the 
British, amounting to about fifteen 
hundred men. The American General 
Winter, who had the misfortune to 
command on this occasion, seems, in 
his official letter, much at a loss to 
account for the disaster which befel 
his army. It would be doing injus- 
tice to the vanquished, however, to 
suppress one circumstance on which 
he insists at length as a primary cause 
of defeat, — the misfortune, namely, of 
one Colonel Ragan, who jell from his 
horse as the action commenced, leaving 
the British completely masters of the 
field. To add to the disgrace of this 
defeat, the beginning of the action was 
witnessed by Mr Madison, president 
of the United States, although he did 
not find it convenient to await its con- 
clusion. The position of the Ameri- 
can army was completely gained by 
tbe British, but few of their soldiers 
waited to be either killed or made pri- 
soners. This victory threw .the rising 
capital of America into the possession 
of the conquerors. 

The use which the British general 
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wade of the temporary pccupation of 
Witshington^ was to 'set fire to and 
coDSOTne^the various pubKc buUdings 
which gnwed the American metropo- 
lis. The Capitol, including the‘Senate- 
bouse, and House of Representation, 
the Arsenal, the Dock-yard, the Trea- 
sury, the War-office, the President's 
Palace, the Rope-work, and a great 
bridge over the Potowmack, wefe all 
destroyed, as well as some private 
houses from which guns had been fired 
at the British troops. All private pro- 
perty v/as strictly respected, insomuch, 
that when it was represented that burn- 
ing one of the houses last-mentioned 
might compromise the safety of others 
adjacent, the order for destroying it 
was immediately recalled. Yet the 
deliberate destruction of public build- 
ings not designed for military pur- 
poses, is a mode of carrying on war 
which we are far from approving, and 
the effect of the burning those at 
Washington showed it to be as impo- 
litic as It was certainly rigorous. 
Without doing any real injury to the 
United States, jt subjected them te a 
di^race still more painful and more 
difficult to be fwgotten or forgiven. 
It procured for them the general sym- 
pathy of other nations, expressed per- 
haps the more loudly on account of 
the envy excited by the rank which 
Britain holds among the nations ; and, 
what is of much more importance, it 
went faf to unite, in a common feel- 
ing of wrongs to be resented and re- 
venged, that large proportion of the 
Americans usually called Federalists, 
who had hitherto been averse to the 
war. The American people were 
therefore generally disposed to listen 
to the exhortatioiis of their president, 
who, in a proclamation, call- 
Sept* 8. ed on them to unite in de- 
fensive measures. Where- 
as,** said this document, these pro- 
ceedings and declared purposes, which 
VOX,. V«. PART I. 


exhibit a deliberate disregard of the 
principles of numaoity, and the rules 
of civilized warfare, and which must 
give to the existing war a character 
of extended devastation andbaiharisii^, 
at the very moment of negociatiofis 
for peace, invited by the enemy hii^ 
self, leave no prospect of safety to any 
thing within the reach of his predatory 
and incendiary operations, but in man- 
ful and universal determination to chas- 
tise and expel the invader,** &c. Up- 
on the whole, measures so unusual tn 
civilized warfare, were perhaps justi- 
fied by the mode in which the Ameri- 
can armies had conducted them^lves in 
Canada, and by the alleged necessity of 
doing^omethiag which might at once 
mark strongly our power of injuring 
the people with whom we were at war, 
and intimidate them into terms of 
peace. But we suspect that the real 
reason is to be found in the exaspera- 
tion which had taken place between 
the countries, and which threatened 
in this, and other instances, to# give 
the savage and ferocious features of ci- 
vil war to a contest already partaking 
of that character, from the common 
origin of the two nations, and their 
resemblance in language and man- 
ners. In retreating#from Washington, 
which was done as speedily as jpotssi- 
ble, General Rt>ss found himseli couu* 
pelled to leave behind him ColonH 
Thornton, and other wounded ofEk^era 
and soldiers, who were treated with 
humanity by the Americans, although 
the late havoc made in their capital 
must have deeply incensed them against 
the nation by which it was commk- 
ted. 

The town of Alexandria, situated 
lower on the Potowmack than JY ash- 
in gton, was attacked by the 
British about the same time. Aug* 57. 
Fort WasWngtoh, by which 
the river is tSere protected, was aban- 
doned by its defendei^s a&er a short 
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bombardment, and com- melancholy privilege.” In a 
Aug. mon council of Alexandria action which ensued, the British nMin* 
agrwd to surrender the tained their military superiority;, and 
town, protection being promised to in less than fifteen minutes utterly 

S rivate property. All naval and mi- broke and dispersed an army of about 
tary stores and merchandize being 6,000 Americans,, supported by artil- 
delivered up to the captors, were stow- lery and cavalry, the enemy losing near 
ed on board twenty-one vessels which 1,000 in killed, wounded, and missing, 
were found in the harbour ; and the But it was the fate of the successes 
British departed loaaed with spoil, and obtained during this incursive war, to 
with little loss or interruption from be followed by no important results, 
the batteries on the side of the river, Baltimore was defended to the land by 
by which the Americans attempted to a chain of fortified redoubts, connect- 
annoy their retreat. cd by a breast-wg^rk, and occupied by 

Baltimore was the next about 15,000 men. Colonel Broke, 
Sept. 12. object of attack, and on the nevertheless, resolved upon a night at- 
morning of the 12th Sep- tack ; but, as the lives of the brave 
tember, a disembarkation of the Bri- men which must necessarily have been 
tish troops was effected near North lost in storming such formidable de* 
Point, about tliirteen miles distant fences, could hardly have been com- 
from that town. The approach lies pensated by any mischief which we 
through a small peninsula, in some might have done to the town of Bal- 
pjaces scarce half a mile in breadth, timore, we cannot but hold it fortu- 
acrosa which the enemy had drawn an nate, that, owing to difficulties which 
entrenchment. This was carried with- occurred in the naval co-operation, he 
out ? 088 , but, as the troops advanced, was induced to relinquish his purpose, 
they were harassed by the enemy’s and to re-embark his forces, after de^ 
riflemen ; and General Ross, who had stroying a large rope-work, and other 
at this fatal moment advanced to re- public buildings, 
connoitre, received a mortal wound To the names of Drummond, Ross, 
from a rifle-ball, and living only to re- and other brave officers, who fell du- 
commend his young and unprovided ring this desultory and unhappy war, 
family to the ^protection of his king we must now add that of Captain Sir 
and country, expired on the spot. Peter Parker, a gallant young officer, 
** Thus fell,” said Colonel Broke, who commanding the Menelaus, who was 
succeeded to the conunand, « at an killed in an attack upon a body of 
early age, one of the brightest orna- American militia, statiimed near Bel- 
ments of his profession ; one who, who- lair. He had landed with a body of 
ther at the head of a regiment, a bri- 100 sailors, and having advanced into 
gade or corps, had alike displayed the the woods, did not hesitate to attack 
talents of command ; who was not less with that inferior force, a formidable 
loved in his private than enthusiasti- position held by the enemy. This 
cally admired in his public character, brave young man fell by a mortal, 
and ^hose only fault, if it may be wound from a musquet-ball, leaving 
deemed so, was an excess of gallantry, behind him the character of a gallant 
enterprize, and devotion to the service, and spirited officer, whose only feuk 
If ever it were permitted to a soldier was that total disregard of his person- 
to lament those who fall in battle, we al safety which deprived his country- 
may indeed in this instance claim that of his services at so early a period* 
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*J*he enemy were compelled to retreat 
poor consolation for so heavy a 

loss. 

‘ In the same spirit of de- 
Jtdy 5. tached military adventure, an 
expedition, which had sailed 
from Halifax, under Colonel Pilking- 
ton, possessed themselves with little 
i^sistance of the islands in the bay of 
Pasquamoddy, and took measures 
which seemed to announce the pur- 
pose of annexing them to the British 
empire, as the inhabitants were sum- 
moned 40 take the qath of allegiance, 
or to leave the territory. In the month 
of September, the advantage was fol- 
lowed up by an expedition up the Pe- 
nobscott, whose first exploit 
Sept* 1. was possessing themselves of 
the fort of Castine. The ex- 
pedition then proceeded up the river 
as far as a cove, within three miles of 
the town of Hampden, where 
Sept* 3. the forces were disembark- 
, ed. The enemy, although 
double the number of the assailants, 
were forced from a strong position, 
and compelled to burn the John 
Adams,” a fine frigate, which had run 
up to Hampden for protection, in or- 
der to j*revent her falling into the hands 
of the British. The town of Bangor 
was next taken with little resistance, 
and the fortified post, called Maebias, 
being reduced by Colonel Pilkington, 
the whole district from Pasquamoddy 
Bay to the Penobscott river, remained 
an undisturbed position of the British. 

These advantages were counterba- 
lanced by the disastrous issue of an 
expedition against the state of New- 
York, undertaken by the governor- 
general of Canada in person, with an 
army of 14,000 or 15,000 men, con- 
sisting in a great degree of the penin- 
subr veterans. Sir George Prevost 
had acquired so much credit by his 
defence of Canada, with very interior 
means, that no one doubted his talents, 
with the respectable force now at his 


disposal, to conduct offensive opera- 
tion^with the ‘same success. His first 
attempt was on a fortified place called 
Plattsburg, on the Lake Champlain. 
While the army advanced by land, the 
lake watfoccupied by a British flotilla, 
consisting of a frigate, a brig, two 
sloops, and some gun-boats, under Cap« 
tain Downie. Batteries having been 
erected on shore,* an atfack was deter- 
mined on. The enemy’s flotilla, con- 
sisting of a twenty-six-gun frigate, a 
t went y-gun brig, with a sloop, a schoon- 
er, and ten gun-boats, was anchored in 
the bay of Plattsburgh. The instant 
the British flotilla entered the bay, 
the batteries on shore began to fire on 
the fort, and the engagement com- 
menced at once by water and land. 
The British troops, * under cover of 
the batteries, had already forced the 
passage of the Saranac, and were as- 
cending the height to storm the works 
of Plattsburg, when a shout of exulta- 
tion was heard from the enemy’s batte- 
ries. The cause was soon too ev^ent. 
The British frigate and brig had struck 
their colours, and the remainder of 
their flotilla, dispersed and defeated* 
were flying for safety. The action in 
the bay had for some time been close 
and spirited, and tly? fire very destruc- 
tive on both sides. B^t the advance 
of our squadrpn against the enemy, 
while anchored with their broadsides 
to, gave the Americans a considerable 
advantage, and the British crews, fomu. 
vd by draughts of men from different 
vessels, unknown to each other and to 
their officers, seem to have been in an 
indifferent state of organization. Cap- 
tain Downie, the commodore, was un- 
fortunately killed at the beginning of 
the action, and for some time the 
principal fire of the enemy was direct- 
ed against the Confiance, thus depri- 
ved of her commander. Meanwnile 
Captain Pring, in the Linnet, sus- 
tained an animated contest with the 
American brig, until be had the mor-* 
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tification to observe that the Con fiance 
had struck her flag. The wholh fire 
qI the enemy was now directed against 
his single vessel, for the British gun* 
boats seenxnever to have got into close 
action, and at length the shattered 
and disabled state of the vessel com- 

S Aled Captain Pring to give the me* 
iicholy signal of submission. The 
lass sustained In the Action was consi* 
derable, but the consequences were yet 
more unfortunate. Sir George Prc- 
Tost, perceiving the disaster of the 
flotilla, gave up thoughts of perseve- 
ring in tne land attack, and commen- 
ced his retreat upon the Canadian fron- 
tier, leaving behind him his sick and 
wounded, as well as quantities of«store8 
and ammunition. The land forces did 
not lose many m'en by the sword, but 
the number of deserters is said to have 
amounted to 400. It is, indeed, one 
of the numerous evils attending an 
American war, that the similarity of 
language, and the ease of obtaining a 
settl^ent in the country, encourages 
the mitish soldier to desert his ranks, 
whenever misfortune or hardships ren- 
der the military service disgusting to 
hSra. Sir George Prevost was much 
censured for his conduct in this disas- 
trous expedition, uarticularly by the 
officers of the nfvaT service. Sir James 
Yeo expressed in his pi^lic dispatches 
an opinion, that Captain Downie had 
been urged and hurried into action, 
before his ship was in a condition to 
meet the enemy, and that the batteries 
ought first to have been stormed from 
the land, in which case the enemy’s flo- 
tilla, being expelled from their strong 
aituarion in the bay, must have been 
forced to meet that of the British on 
equal terms. The disappointment of 
the apparently well-groundedexpecta- 
tions of success which had attached 
to this expedittoh, occasioned much 
heart-burning both in Canada and at 
home, especially when it was consi- 
dered that the veteranaoldiers of Lord 


Wellington, the conquerors of so many 
fields of glory, formed a part of the 
troops who had now been ingloriously 
compelled to retreat from a petty for- 
tress and a militia garrison. But iu 
the sanguine expectations founded on 
the presence of these brave veterans, 
the public somewhat resembled the 
sultan, who expected the same mar- 
vels •from the sabre of Scahderbeg, 
when in an inferior hand, which it h^ 
erformed while in the grasp of the 
ero himself. 

General Drumn^pnd, who still main- 
tained his camp before Fort 
Erie, was, in the middle of Sept* 17* 
September, suddenly assail- 
ed by a sortie of the enemy, with a 
great proportion of his force. The 
Americans advanced, under cover of a 
heavy fire, from the fort, and were also 
favoured by the rain, which fell in tor- 
rents. Their march thus covered and 
concealed, they turned the British line 
of picquets without being perceived, 
and got possession of two of the bat- 
teries. As soon as the alarm was gi- 
ven, the first brigade got under arms, 
and rushed to support the picquets, 
driving the enemy from the trenches 
and batteries which they had occu- 
pied, without permitting them time to 
profit by their temporary success. The 
Americans, thus repulsed, retreated, 
leaving prisoners, and many wounded, 
in the hands of the British. The loss 
of the British was very severe, amount- 
ing to six hundred in killed, wbunded, 
and missing. The Americans, soon 
afterwards, manifested an intention of 
resuming their often baffied project of 
entering Canada from this point. For 
this purpose, the army of General Iz# 
ard was united with that of General 
Brown, who had occupied Fort Eric 
since his retreat from Queenstown. 
The su|)eriority of the enemy was now 
predominating, and General Drum- 
mond was compelled to relinquish the 
blockade of Fort Erie and retreat up- 
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on Chippawa, where he expected to 
be joined by reinIbreementB. To the 
censures of those who regretted that 
these reinforcements had not been sept 
8ooiier» in order to have enabled the 
gallant and able general to continue 
those persevering efforts which had hi* 
thtrto protected the Niagara frontier^ 
there was objected the exhausted elate 
of the country, the limited resources 
of the province, and the difficulty of 
transporting stores and provisions 
through, a country so extremely diffi* 
cult and impracticable. It seems pro- 
bable that the defence was well found- 
ed ; and perhaps the American inva- 
ders may have felt in their turn^the 
effects of the scarcity which had pre- 
vented the British from opposing a 
greater force to their incursion. Their 
generals advanced, indeed, to Chippa- 
wa in pursuit of General Drummond, 
and the road seemed once more open 
before them into Canada. But upon 
the news, that the British, having 
launched a vessel of one hundred guns, 
had regained the command of the na- 
vigation of the Lake Ontario, and were 
advancing with their fleet to the sup- 
port of General Drummond, they sud- 
denly adopted the resolution of retreat, 
and without even halting to 
Not\ 5. make good the possession, of 
Fort Eric, blew up the forti- 
fications, and retired to the other side 
of the river. Thus concluded the cam- 
paign on the frontiers of Canada. 

Notwithstanding the general indig- 
nation excited by the destruction of 
the public buildings at Washington, 
and the feelings of national pride with 
which the Americans contemplated 
their success at Platsburg, their go- 
vernment began to find great diffi- 
culty in reconciling the nation to the 
continuation of a war which seemed 
now to have no object. The doi^n- 
fal of Buonaparte involved in it a 
subversion of all the hopes fondly 
entertained, that Britain, engaged in 


struggling for* existence is Europe^ 
wouTa soon tire of defending- so remote 
a possession as the province of Canada % 
and it seemed still more unlikely that 
America 'should, by tne^s of a fisw 
frigates, wrench the trident of the 
ocean from a nation which possessed k 
thousand ships of battle. The real and 
ostensible purposes of flie war weiw 
now alike out of prospect. President 
Madison had voluntarily retreated 
from the non importation and non-ioo 
tercourse acts, measures which bad 
ruined the commerce of America witb« 
out materially affecting that of Orest 
Britain, and the only purpose of conti- 
nued hostilities seemed now to be the 
vindictive infliction of mutual injuryf 
the devastation of prdperty^ and the 
waste of human life. The eastern 
states of America, always averse to 
the war, had now become impatient 
of its intolerable pressure. Their com- 
merce had been ruined, and their pro- 
perty taxed, to maintain a conte8( of 
undefined length, peculiarly unfavour* 
able to their interests, and which now 
seemed to be carried on without any. 
object or prospect of termination. 
The bitterest complaints were also 
made by the legislatures of these states^ 
and particularly that qf New Eng- 
land, that the executive government 
withdrew from them the troops which 
they had raised for their own local 
defence, and employed them on other 
purposes and objects. This was a 
point for which the union made no 
provision, and the disputes* to which. 
It gave rise seemed not unlikely to 
be the means of dissolving it. The 
state of Massachusets IocHl the de- 
cisive step of calling a convention 
from the other states of New Eon- 
land, to consider the defect in the 
constitution, which placed the defen- 
sive means of the several states at the 
disposal of the executive government, 
by which it wa% roundly asserted, 
that the union had failed to procure 
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to the eastern states thft benefits ^hich 
were its chief object. The ominous 
words. Separation and Independence, 
wei'c already familiar in their mouths, 
and it seem^ not unlikely that the con- 
tinuance of the war might have produ- 
ced that dissolpition of the American 
league which has been so often pre- 
dicted. ' 

The financial difficulties of the Ame- 
rican treasury became every day more 
pressing. A loan was pronounced to be 
impossible, and the issuing of treasury 
bills was resorted to, combined with a 
formidable list of taxes, from which 
they were to be made good, and which 
nearly doubled the burthenSfOf the 
people. Thus the evils of an exhaust- 
ed treasury, and a war without motive, 
were added to the intestine division 
which threatened the federal union of 
the states of America. Britain, though 
in a slighter degree, was suffering from 
the interruption of her commerce by 
th^ American privateers, and by the 
expence necessary to support a dis- 
tant and desultory war, where resour- 
ces were so limited, and where the 
enemy began to model his troops as 
well as his seamen, upon such a plan, 
as, assisted by numerical superiority, 
must finally renSer them a match for 
the superior ^ill an d^ discipline of our 
officers and soldiers, and that in a con- 
test where defeat was a national dis- 
’ grace, and success hardly regarded as 
a national triumph. The progress^ of 
the convention, which, originally de- 
signed to meet at Gottenburgh, was 
now transferred to Ghent, relieved 
both countries from this state of use- 
less and pernicious hostility. 

The commissioners, on the part of 
the 'Americans, were Messrs Adams, 
Baynard, Clay, Russel, and Gallatin ; 
those who appeared for Britain, were 
Lord Gambier, Mr Goulbourn, and 
Dr Adams. It happened in this ne- 
gociation, as in others, that each party 
enhanced their demands, or retreated 


from them, in proportion as they con- 
ceived themselves to be the stronger. 
The American commissioners now in- 
sisted but faintly upon the questions 
respecting the impressment of seamen 
and the blockade of their coasts, pro- 
positions which they now saw no pros- 
pect of rendering palatable to the Bri- 
tish in the present state of Europe. 
The British statesmen, on the other 
hand, feeling that the peace in Europe 
had given their country great advan- 
tages in the discussion, demai^ded such 
a revision of the* Canadian frontier as 
would render the limits of that pro- 
vince more secure from invasion. They 
also required that the Indian allies of 
Britain should have benefit from the 
treaty, and that the limits should be 
ascertained, and in future protected. 
These demands, being transmitted to 
America, excited a strong sensation, 
and appeared to be equally unaccepta- 
ble to all parties in the United States. 
The consequence was, that in their 
measures of defence they displayed 
more unanimity than their government 
durst previously have expected. The 
congress adopted, with little opposi- 
tion, the resolution of raising, by means 
somewhat similar to the conscription, 
an army of one hundred thousand men, 
and the resentment manifested by the 
public facilitated the passing some of 
the most obnoxious taxes. But the 
British government Had too much wis- 
dom and moderation to insist upon de- 
mands which were so violently resist- 
ed, and wisely concluded the blood 
and treasure of Britain too valuable 
to be poured forth for rocks, forests, 
and morasses on the Canadian frontier. 
Each party, therefore, retreated from 
those articles which the other declared 
inadmissible, and thus a treaty was 
concluded on terms which left the re- 
lative situation of the two countries 
pretty much as they stood before the 
commencement of the war. There was, 
however, some difference, and it was 
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unfavourable to America. No men- 
tiob whatever was made of .the mari- 
time rights which had been the alleged 
cause of the war ; and the question may 
be negatively said to be decided in fa- 
vourof Britain^ for America renounced 
her demand of satisfaction for the 
captures made under the orders in 
council. The British, restoring their 
other conquests, retained the islands in 
Pasquamoddy bay. The Americans 
were excluded from our fisheries on the 
coast of Newfoundland, and from tra- 
ding to our bettlerneiits in the East- 
Indies. The Indians were to be re- 
stored to th«' rights and possessions 
which they held in 1 12. After all, 
therefore, Britain must be considered 
as havifig come honourably, if not 
triumphantly, out of the contest. We 
wish we could dare to hope that the 
treaty we have detailed had eradicated 
the causes of future quarrel between 
nations which have a peculiar interest 
in remaining at peace. But as the 
seeds of ancient dissention, sown in the 
war of the American revolution, have 
borne bitter fruit in our own times, we 
can hardly permit ourselves to doubt 
that the mutual subjects of injury and 
insult, yet harder to be forgiven, which 
have occurred during this American 
war, will leave feelings of deep irrita- 
tion behind them to ripen at some fu- 
ture period into another rupture. It 
is a consoling reflection, that the most 
valuably virtues are often taught to 
communities, as to individuals, by the 
severest task. masters, and, as necessity 
is the mother of invention, poverty is 
frequently that of moderation and 
peace. The distress of the American 
people is understood to be severe, and 
that of Britain is too generally obvious. 
And it may be well hoped, that, for 
some years at least, neither nation will 
be able, even if willing, to renew this 
unnatural and unavailing contest. 

The West^Indies furnished nothing 


remarkable during the year 1814, ex- 
cepting the singular attempt of a 
French officer, by mere force of elo- 
quence, to induce Christophc, the 
black Emperor of Hayti, -to descend 
from thethrone he had established, and 
reduce himself to the character of. a 
French subject, with flie distant pros- 
pect of holding |n the French service 
such rank as, with his African features, 
complexion, and hair, he could be ad- 
mitted to hold. This hopeful summons, 
and its corresponding arguments, were 
addressed by General D’Auxion La- 
vayse, in a letter, prudently dated from 
Kingston in Jamaica. But Christophe, 
or rather the Emperor Henri, was not 
to be ^ron by the voice of the charmer. 
He convoked an extraordinary council 
of his sable tribes, and returned to the 
General words of defiance. Petion had 
received an application somewhat si- 
milar, but more cautiously expressed, 
from General Lavayse, and had per- 
mitted him to land at Port au Prince, 
where he found the potentate of co- 
lour not a jot more accessible to per- 
suasion than his darker- complexioned 
rivaL The object of this farce was, 
perhaps, to pave the way for a second 
expedition to St Domingo, a political 
mode of disposing of refractory armies 
by which Buonapartsp rid himself of 
that which hsRi been commanded by 
Moreau, and by which the royal French 
government might have conveniently 
employed a large proportion of the 
troops still attached to the ex-emperor. 

In the island of Dominica a war 
continued to be waged between the 
colonists and the Maroon negroes, in 
which the latter were finally reduced 
to subjection. 

Contrary to long custom, India, for 
this year, makes nearly a blank article 
in the annals of Britain. The takii^ a 
country fort, called the Ghurra of En- 
toura, subdued the insurrection of a 
petty rajah, dependent on the Rao 
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Rajah. An expedition, sent ,from complished by a detachment of British 
Batavia, under General Nighti^ale, troops, under Captain Watson, sum^ 
against the Rajah of Beni at Macas- med up the remarkable events of the 
sar, was equally successful ; and these, ypr 1814 in India and its dependen- 
with the destruction of a nest of pi- ci^s* 
rates who hail settled in Borneo, ac- 
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When we undertook the task of pro* 
ducing these annals, we little hoped to 
ha^re isdtnessed with our own eyes, and 
recorded with our own hand, the ful- 
filment of the hope which we yentu- 
reid to express, ** that, as the Greeks, 
after the Persian invasion, decreed, 
that their household fires, polluted by 
the Barbarians, should be rekindled 
by a brand from the altar of Apollo, 
80 , it might not be too proud a hope, 
that our island was destined to be the 
Delphos, where nations, whose col- 
leges and shrines had been contamina- 
ted by a yet more cruel, because a 
more systematic tyranny, should repair 
to obtain a spark of re-illumination.” 
The time, however, which the most 
sanguine politician placed in a very 
distant and flattering perspective, has 
arrived within the short space of six 
years ; and in the course of our inter- 
nal affairs of 1814«, the brightest para- 


graph relates to the homage paid te 
Britain, by the visit of those distiiw 
guished personages, whose counsels, 
often divided from ours by the cir- 
cumstances of an eventful time, were 
now united with themf and it is to be 
ho^ed for a long period, in league, 
amity, and parity of interests, having 
for tneir common object the independ- 
ence and happiness of Europe. But 
ere we reach that pleasing part of our 
domestic annals, we have to allude to 
certain incidents which interested the 
community previous to the arrival of 
the allied pnnees* Among these, the 
most remarkable was the affair of Lord 
Cochram« ^ 

The public mind was highly wrought 
up by the agitating and contradictory 
reports from France while the strug- 
gle between Buonaparte and to oppo- 
nents continued, and the public fundi, 
that thermometer of the hopes and 
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fears of England, varied with pvcry 
rumour from the fields of action.^ Ad- 
venturers hastened to profit by the 
fiuctuation of public credit during 
these moments of trembling apprehen- 
sion and feverish hope ; and as most 
of them, with that sanguine temper 
which characterizes gambling of every 
description, hoped from victory and 
peace such a rise in the funds, as no 
victory, however decisive, aad no peace, 
however triumphant, ever could pro- 
duce, their speculations were pushed 
to an extent ruinous in amount, and al- 
together extravagant as to probable 
success. 

The account of the. battle of Mont- 
mirail, in which Buonaparte defeated 
the greater part of the army of Silesia, 
was received in London on the 17th 
February, and had a severe effect on the 
funds. Omnium^ a few days before at 
nearly 30, sunk to about and pre- 
sented a disastrous prospect to all 
who had speculated to a large extent. 
Something was necessary to give a 
temporary impulse to the market, in 
order that these adventurers might be 
enabled to transfer to dupes the ruin 
which would otherwise fall on them- 
selves. Various devices had formerly 
been used for similar purposes. Fa- 
bricated reports, forged Moniteurs, 
even a supposititious mtter from the 
prime minister to the lord mayor had 
been the means of imposture on for- 
mer occasions ; but the present fraud 
was of a nature more daring and com- 
plicated than any which had occur- 
red in the history of stock-jobbing. 
A person, in dress and appearance 
an officer, appeared at the 
Feh* 20. Ship-Inn, Dover, as if just 
% landed from France, and 
intimated himself to be the l^arer 
of dispatches detailing a splendid 
victory and the death of Buonaparte, 
having left, as he strongly stated it, 
the Cossacks fighting for pieces of 
his mangled body. lie then grave- 


ly wrote a letter to the port-admi- 
ral, announcing himself to be Colo- 
nel De Bourgh, aid de-camp to Lord 
Cathcart, congratulating the admiral 
on the joyful intelligence which he had 
brought, and requesting the boat^s- 
cre w who had brought him from France 
might not be molested by our cruizers 
on their return. The admiral, no way 
mistrusting a fraud so audacious, would 
have communicated the news by tele- 
graph, but the thickness of the wea- 
ther prevented the machine from work- 
ing, and thus a material branch of the 
plot was frustrated. The pretended 
aid-de-camp proceeded to London, 
spreading his good news as he went ; 
then dismissed his post-chaise and four, 
threw himself into a hackney-coach, 
and disappeared. While the Stock- 
Exchange resounded with the reports 
thus artificially set afloat, two auxilia- 
ries to the main plot, in the assumed 
character of French royalist officers, 
drove across Blackfriars bridge in a 
carriage ornamented with laurels, and 
as they passed distributed white cock- 
ades and bulletins of the victory. Thisr 
supported the market, which had be- 
gun to flag. Omnium rose to 31, 32, 
33, and upwards, when the intelligence 
that government had received no dis- 
patches, burst the bubble, to use the 
technical and appropriate language, 
and the funds fell to their former level. 

A committee of the Stock-Ex- 
change, appointed to investigate this 
extraordinary fraud, were not long of 
fixing its origin with those who had 
been immense sellers during the cur- 
rency of a report calculated to induce 
ail those who were not in the secret to 
be purchasers. The Hon. Mr Coch- 
rane Johnstone, member for Gram- 
pound, and his nephew Lord Coch- 
rane, together with a person called 
Butt, known to be connected with 
them, were found to have been pos- 
sessed, on Saturday night, of stock to 
the amount of nearly a million, every 
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pound of which was sold on Monday 
morning during the currency of the 
hoaxf as this impudent deception was 
popularly termed. Much surprise was 
not excited on account of this disco- 
very so far as the uncle was concerned. 
Born of a family several of the meih- 
bers of which were remarkable for a 
degree of genius which borders on 
eccentricity, as well as for a peculiar 
turn for speculation, this gentleman 
had embarked in many schemes, and 
had alternately been wealthy and em- 
barrassed repeatedly during the course 
of his life. The delicacy that should 
have prevented a man of birth, educa- 
tion, and high rank in society, from em- 
barking in such a scheme, is virtually 
laid aside when such a person engages 
in the gambling adventures of Change- 
Alley; and for the rest, stock-job- 
bing, like horse-jockey ship, is sup- 
posed to give so much license beyond 
the usual bounds of morality, that the 
line of distinction between the first 
shade of deception and the participa- 
tion in gross fraud relies very much on 
the feelings, perhaps on the interest, 
of the party. But the imputation on 
Lord Cochrane’s character shocked 
the public greatly. He was just on 
the point of being restored to the ac- 
tive naval service in which he had been 
formerly so much distinguished; he 
had talents, he had rank, he had repu- 
tion, and stood high in a profession, 
which, of all othefe, is supposed to 
excite feelings most superior to sordid 
pecuniary speculations. Those who 
credited the report were inclined to 
think that he had acted under his un- 
cle’s influence, and had rushed into the 
fraudulent plan with that thoughtless 
inconsideration which we consider as 
an attribute of sailors in their worldly 
transactions, regarding it perhaps ra- 
ther as a frolic, than a serious imposi- 
tion ; or at most, only supposing that, 
in adopting such a scheme to retrieve 


his speculations, he was playing more 
thoroughly and completely the game 
which was played by all around him. 

In the meanwhile, the exertions of 
the committee of the stock-holders 
traced out minute evi&enc^ of the 
fraud. The prete^ed Colonel# de 
Bourgh proved to be one Berenger, a 
foreigner, who^ after* trying various 
plans of life, was now in desperate cir- 
cumstances. This man had fled as 
soon as his business was done, and was 
for some time supposed to have gone 
out of the kingdom. The very dress 
in whibh he acted the aid-de-camp of 
Lord Cathcart was Ashed up out of 
the Thames, into which it had been 
thrown. The minor agents in the plot 
were also detected, .and it remained to 
And the chain of connection between 
them and the persons who proAted by 
the fraud. At length the hackney 
coachman appeared, who had driven 
Berenger after he ejuitted his post- 
chaise and four. This man stated that 
he had set him down at the hOQIe of 
Lord Cochrane, in Green-street. Press- 
ed by the suspicions arising from this 
and other circumstances, Lord Coch- 
rane uttered a voluntary affidavit, in 
which he admitted that Berenger had 
called upon him* on the morning in 
question, but, not Adding him at home, 
had written %n anonymous letter, re- 
questing to see him ; that he, Lord 
Cochrane, had hastened home, belie- 
ving the letter to relate to his brother’s 
health, and that he there had found 
Berenger, whom he had respect for 
as a man of talents involved in misfor- 
tune. The affidavit proceeded to state, 
that their whole intercourse related to 
Berenger’s anxious wish to ge^ on 
board Lord Cochrane’s vessef lor the 
sake of going to America, and that 
when his lordship explained to him 
that this could not immediately be, he 
requested to be accommodated with a 
change of dress, his own being a mill- 
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tary uniforfo, in which he said it iPirs 
not proper for him to call upon Lprd 
Yarmouth. With this uncommon re- 
quest Lord Cochrane complied, and 
gave Mr Berenger a hat and black 
coat, instead of his uniform and fur 
cap Mr Cochtiane Johnstone and Mr 
Butt also publishied their vindications, 
and menaced with prosecution all who 
had connected their names with the 
late fraud, in the midst of these pro- 
ceedings Berenger was arrested at 
Leith, as he endeavoured to leave the 
kingdom. Every person who had seen 
the pretended De Bourgh at once re- 
cognised him in the person of Beren- 
gcr. This point was^ful- 
June 8 . 17 established in the course 
of the trial which took place 
soon afterwards, when liord Coch- 
rane, the Honourable A. Cochrane 
Johnstone, and Butt, along with Be# 
renger and the subo^inate agents in 
the plot, were indicted for a fraudu- 
lent conspiracy to raise the p^ of 
stocks.^ The most important point was 
to connect hia agency, and that of the 
other puppets who had represented 
the French officers, with Lord Coch- 
rane, his uncle, and Mr Butt. That 
these three persons availed themselves 
of the rise of stock to sell nearly a 
milUon,«^hat bift for the sudden rise 
they would have been defllulters to the 
extent of 160,0001., — that instead of 
being losers, they had been profited 
to a considerable extent, and if the 
telegraph could have wrought agree- 
able to the plan of the imposition, 
would have beefi profilers to a very 
great one all this wasundeniable,but 
the presumptions arising from thence 
fell short of the decided and clear 
proof which might implicate them 
with the actual perpetrators of the 
fraud. It was therefore brought in 
evidence that a large sum of money, 
amounting to no kss than 4501. in 
bank-notes, could be traced from Mr 


Cochrane Johnstone to Berenger, and 
was found in various places of con- 
cealment among his baggage.. This, 
it was concluded, was his share of the 
booty. That this man, blazoned in 
the costume of his crime, should have 
chosen Lord Cochrane’s house for his 
tiring*room, should have come thither 
in his masquerade attire, and there ex- 
changed it for a dress of his lordship’s, 
was insisted upon as a circumstance of 
peculiar weight. Other minute par- 
ticulars went to connect the actors in 
the fraud with tho^e who had pro- 
fited by it, nor was it shewn that 
there were other persons concerned in 
stock transactions that morning who 
had availed themselves of the false re- 
port to any considerable extent. The 
jury therefore did not hesitate to find 
the whole defenders guilty of the con- 
^iracy charged against them. Mr 
Cochrane Johnstone fled to the conti- 
nent. Berenger, in a wild sentimental 
correspondence with Lord Cochrane, 
which afterwards became public, con- 
fessed his having acted the part of De 
Bourgh, and averred, that he did so 
in concert with Lord Cochrane and 
his uncle, sacrificing himself to the 
pure and disinterested feelings of friend- 
ship which he entertained towards the 
former. 

Lord Cochrane made several at- 
tempts to procure a new trial. The 
grounds on which he claimed this re- 
vision were, that iKs defence had been 
improperly confounded with that of the 
other persons accused; that (which 
seemed singular, considering the delicate 
nature of the question) he had not revi- 
sed the brief of his counsel ; that one 
or two material witnesses had not been 
examined in his defence ; and that, fi- 
nally, when Berenger appeared at his 
house, lie had not, as was stated, a red 
uniform, faced with green, which was 
the dress of the pretended De Bohrgh, 
but was ina green iharp-shooter's dress, 
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belonging to a corps of volunteers of 
which he was adjutant. Much criticism 
was bestowed on the evidence of Crane 
the hackney coachman, who was stated 
to be an infamous character. But, 
fortunately, we are not called upon to 
weigh the oath of this man against 
that of a Scottish nobleman, an £ng« 
lish knight, a member of the British 
House of Commons, for there is little 
discrepancy between them. Berenger^s 
dress alone was the subject of question, 
for his visit and his change of dress 
at Lord Cochrane’s* house were both 
admitted. That he wore a red uni- 
form, with a green cape, when he en- 
tered the haekney-coachyis certain, for 
it was his drefis when he left the chaise ; 
and there only remained to be assumed 
the possibility that, while in the coach, 
he might have changed it for the green 
habit in which Lord Cochrane states 
him to have appeared before hinT. But 
it has not been suggested for what 
purpose he could be supposed to have 
made such a change, when his very 
next wish was to obtain a dress differ- 
ent from both. If he went to Lord 
Cochrane’s as a person connected with 
him, merely through his lordship's 
wish to patronize merit,—- if, just fresh 
from the perpetration of a fraud, he 
sought an asylum in the house of an 
unsuspicious friend, and felt the neces- 
sity of laying aside his borrowed trap- 
pings ere he appeared in his presence, 
which is the casC assumed, would not 
this bave*been done by exchanging his 
red uniform for some dress which had 
no connection whatever with the cha- 
racter he had been acting ? A black 
coat was as easily transported and as 
soon put on as a green one, nor would 
the change be more conspicuous in the 
one case than the other, and would 
have saved the necessity and suspicion 
attached to a second shifting in Lord 
Cochrane's house. Yet, though we 
^nnot help suspecting that Lordi 


Cochrane would have taken little ad* 
vaat^ge by a new twal, we eannet help 
heartily wishing it had been granted to 
him. The forms of the law of Eng- 
land, it .seems, do not j^efmit a new 
trial to be gprauted, unWss all the par-^ 
tics concerned be The rea* 

son of thk rde, wkh otfher legal myste- * 
ries, is, no dopbtf satisfactory, though 
hid from vulgar eyes and understand* 
ings. But we cannot help tegret- 
ting, that it could not be wahed 
upon an occaskm where the honour 
of Britain was so deeply conoenned 
in affording, to the accused' every pos- 
sible , means of iatnreBiigatioti ar^ de- 
fence. Aad'we were yet more shock- 
ed at fhe sentence, which, after con- 
demning Lord CxMrhiune and Mr Butt 
to pay a ffne of 5001. each, and to bo 
imprisoned for a tvMvemonth, ^ which 
last part of the sentence extended aha 
to the inferior agents) condemned 
Lord Cochrane, Butt, and Besinger, 
to the barbarous and infamotts punish- 
ment of standing on the pittory.^^a 
the selection of punishments^ regard is 
usually had to the rank, shuatson, and 
previoua character, of the person oi^ 
whom they are to be inflicted. Even in 
cases of h^h treason, the ignommious 
mode of execution h changed in the 
case of a nobleman fior^bne accounted 
more honhurabR. Not that the crime 
of the noble is less atrocious than that 
of the squire or yeoman, but that dis^ 
grace may not attach to the body to 
which he belongs, from oneof its mem- 
bers being subjected to an infamous 
punishment. This daim was yet 
stronger in the case of Lord Cochrane, 
where a mslkary character, highly sup- 
ported, and important semces render- 
ed to the country, should have ^een 
admitted to balance in some degree tfkef 
guilt of the crime of which stood 
convicted. To such a character the 
entry of bis name in the record of con- 
viction was an ignominy, to which the 
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exposure of his person to public sbxnie 
could add but little. There was ja ge- 
neral revolt of men’s feelings against 
this part of the sentence, and, as usually 
happens wDen there appears ap excess^ 
eitner in th^egree or mode of pu- 
nishment, it wtot the length of pro- 
curing for one of the condemned par- 
ties a degree oftcompaesion with which, 
perhaps, he would not otherwise have 
been regarded. It was also soon evi- 
dent, that the pillory, which is a post 
of infamy, or of triumph, according 
to the humour of the mob who wit- 
ness that degrading spectacle, would 
assume for Lord Cochrane the honours 
of a triumphal chair. Sir Francis Bur- 
dett, his colleague for Westminster, 
did not hesitate to express his resolu- 
tion of taking the opportunity of 
mounting the pillory himself to par- 
take the punishment of his friend, and 
share, at the same time, such distinc- 
tion as the shouts of the assembled 
electors could confer. The House of 
Cblfftnons, upon the motion of Lord 
Ebrington, were about to enter upon 
the discussion of this topic, when tney 
ivere informed by Lord Castlereagh, 
that the Prince Regent had been 
pleased to remit, in favour of all the 
culprits, that part of the punishment 
which had be8n specially objected to 
in the case of Lord Cbchrane. The 
discussions upon this, and other points 
of the affair, have been given in our 
parliamentary proceedings. As was 
naturally to have been expected, the 
House of Commons expelled the mem- 
bers of their house who had been con- 
victed of such a crime, and the name 
of Lord Cochrane was erased from 
9mong the Knights of the Bath. And, 
as w^s no fets to be expected, the 
staunchelectors of Westminster, whose 
faith can remove mountains when poli- 
tical favourites are concerned, and who 
hold the terms innocent and guilty to 
be synonymous with those of opposi* 


tionist and placeman, again returned 
Lord Cochrane as their member to 
parliament, regarding the trials con- 
viction, and sentence, with all the cir« 
cumstances out of which they origina- 
ted, as an ingenious device of ministers 
to get rid of a popular adversary. 

A more pleasing event, which at this 
time engaged the public attention, was 
the Visit of tne allied monarchs to 
Britain, which we have already alluded 
to. In the beginning of 
June, the Emperor of Rus- June 7. 
sia and the King of Prussia ^ 
entered London, attended by Field- 
Marshal Blucher, Platow, Tolli, Tol- 
stoi, Mettemich, and many other of 
those distinguished characters with 
whose fame Europe had resounded for 
the last two eventful years. They 
now witnessed with their own eyes the 
fountains of that wealth, which, appa- 
rently inexhaustible, had been so la- 
vishly supplied to aid the independence 
of Ehrope, and which had given nerves 
and sinews to the war, to which they 
themselves had contributed the talents 
of their generals and the persons of 
their subjects* The glory of the land 
was now before them. It consisted 
not in palaces and public buildings,-— 
not in collections of that which is most 
valuable in art and science,— in these 
Britain was far exceeded by her an- 
cient rival and enemy, the country 
which they had just conquered it 
was in the general welfare and happi- 
ness of the community, displayed in 
fields cultivated to the uttermost, 
houses of every description, from the 
villa to the cottage, filled with all of 
use, and even of ornament, which suit- 
ed the owners,— it was in those increa* 
sing villages, whose rising streets seem- 
ed yet too limited for the number of 
the inhabitants,— in those groups of 
healthy peasants and artizans, whose 
numbers, as well as their neat and or- 
deriy appearance, had an air of perpe* 
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tual holiday, was that throng of a 
metrdpolis, in which none seemed to 
want employment, and yet all to have 
the means of enjoyment and relaxa- 
tion, — it was in the bustle of sea- 
ports, and the hum of marts, —it 
was, above all, in the conduct of the 
inhabitants, who could preserve real 
good order amid apparent license, that 
the sovereigns recognized the benefi- 
cial effects of those equal laws and li- 
beral principles of government which 
have placed Britain so high among 
the nations. We a!*e well assured that 
amid the immense concourse which as- 
sembled with shout and jubilee to wit- 
ness their presence at Ascot races, 
the Emperor of Russia, as he looked 
round the thousands by which they 
were surrounded, and who, unawed by 
the presence of any guard excepting a 
few peace officers, appeared abandon- 
ed to the exercise of their own wiU, 
and quite sensible that they were so^ 
exclaimed to those who stood by him, 
** In what other country dared the 
government to permit such an assem^ 
blage, without foi ces sufficient to over- 
awe and controul them in case of up- 
roar The full security and confi- 
dence reposed in the good sense and 
correct feeling of the people must have 
appeared the more surpnsing, as, to 
the eye of strangers, their blunt and 
tumultuous expressions of joy and of 
welcome approach in themselves to the 
very verge of license. In fact, the 
English common people on such occa- 
sions resemble the tides on many parts 
of their coast— fierce and tumultuous 
in appearance to the inexperienced 
spectator, but which, without some 
unusual and agitating cause, do not 
pass their natural limits, or encroach 
upon the land. 

The allied sovereigns received from 
the British many marks of a consider- 
ation not the less sincere that it was ex- 
pressed with the most unceremonious 
bluntnesB. But it was to Blucher that 


the ^public enthusiasiii most warmly 
attached itself. The English, doing 
justice to all their guests, did not for- 
get to whose continued and persevering 
exertions the successful termination pf 
the war was principaHy owing, and 
who it was that first rjeathed in Paris 
the sword, which, threwgh many a turn 
of fortune, he had brought in his grasp 
from the banks of the Katzbach to 
those of the Seine. When the Field- 
Marshal went to pay his respects at 
Carleton-house, the enthusiasm of the 
people burst all bounds. They over- 
powered porteraand guards, and forced 
their way into the court-yard. The 
Prince Regent, indulgent to their zeal, 
commanded the great doors of the hall 
to be cmened, and it was in the pre- 
sence of the shouting multitude that 
the Sovereign of England embraced 
the Prussian veteran, and hung around 
his neck a medallion of honour. The 
popular zeal in behalf of Blucher did 
not relax, but, on the contrary, as- 
sumed an obstinate pertinacity ffTIts 
expression, which must frequently 
have incommoded its object. The ve- 
teran was not only followed by shout- 
ing crowds when he went abroad, but 
was obliged from time to time to ap- 
pear at the windows of his apartment 
to show himself to ’the successive 
groups which *8urrounded his house, 
and called for him with unceasing ac- 
clamations. The other foreign offi- 
cers were greeted with similar tokens 
eff applause, in proportion as their 
names and exploits were familiar. A- 
mong these, the Scythian chief Platow 
was not forgotten. He and thd sons 
of the desert that attended him were 
the object of much curiosity and cla- 
morous approbation. The Hettman, 
who, though uneducated, is a man of 
great natural shrewdness and ability, 
readily entered into the humour of the 
people whom he came to visit ; and 
the attendant Cossacks, indolent by 
nature unless when under the influence 
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qI* a strong stimulus, ale, drank^ and 
slept, without troubling themselves 
about the v^onder and shouts of their 
new hosts. 

The hprid^irs of the land were done 
by the JPrinct Regent, as became so 
marked an occasion. Reviews of our 
naval and military forces were mingled 
with more peaceful pageants. A visit 
to Oxford, a city whose venerable and 
captivating exterior so well beseems 
its high renown as a seat of letters, 
afforded the most gratifying specta* 
cle. The Prince Regent attended his 
royal visitors, and aU was studiously 
conducted upon a scale of magnificence 
worthy of an occasion so solemn* A 
banquet, which accommodated about 
two hundred jsersons, was spread in 
the Ratcliffe Library, where the dress 
of the gownsmen attending, contrast* 
ed with the superb uniforms of most 
of the guests, over which many of 
them wore the academic robe newly 
conferred, presented a most singular 
ac^. The more classical regale of 
verse and of prose, designed for the 
ears of the visitors, did honour to the 
falents of the university. The shouts 
of applause With which the Prince Re- 
gent was received in Oxford, by those 
youths who were* to form the grace 
and support oPhie future reign, form- 
ed a strong contrast with the attempts 
which ^founded upon the unfortunate 
schism in the royal family) had been 
made in the metropolis to testify dis- 
‘ respect to his person, ev^n 
June 18. at the moment when to 
do so was to degrade the 
country in the eyes of the royal stran- 
gers. 

A magnificent entertainment was 
madd* for the sovereigns by the sub- 
scriptfoti of a number of the principal 
nobtiit^and gentry, for whose accom- 
modation the Duke of Devonshire re> 
signed for the time hk classical habk 
tation of Burlington* bouse. The cor* 
poratioB of the city of London gave 


also a superb feast to the Prini^ Re* 

S nt and bis royal guests in their 
tiildhall. A table, which extended 
the whole breadth of the hustings, was 
entirely served with gold and silver 
plate, piled in splendid profusion. A 
yet more interesting ornament was the 
display of the monuments to Chatham 
and to Pitt,— to the statesman who 
first ' humbled the power of France 
after she had forgotten the terrors 
of Marlborough, and to hk greater 
though less fortunate son, whose me- 
mory demanded f»om that spletidid as- 
sembly the honours due to one, whose 
counsels had laid the foundation of 
that brilliant success which he had not 
lived to witness. The nobles of Eng* 
land vied with their sovereign in main- 
taining the hospitality of the country, 
and the sovereigns left England with 
as high expressions of their sense of 
the honours paid to them as words 
could express. 

On their own part they had left a 
favourable impression on the public 
mind. Both princes were active in 
observation, simple in their manners, 
despisers of outward parade, and of 
every thing approaching to effeminate 
luxury. Such habits are naturally 
acquired during two years active and 
doubtful campaigns. More dose ob- 
servers noticed that the Emperor of 
Russia, in his carriage and address, af- 
fected a popular and general ixunplai- 
sauce, and mixed mor^ familiarly with 
the circles which be honoured wkb his 
presence. It 'woidd be mo^ unjust 
to censure a line of conduct, adopted 
from a wish to seem pleased an4 grate- 
ful for the atteations offerid to him. 
Yet the King of PruBsia*^ manners, 
lain, manly, and reserved, without 
cing cither harsh or gloomy, resem- 
bied more nearly the charac- 

ter, and gained him % preference 
amongst those who approached near 
to thmr persont. Mis melancholy, 
dso^ flowing from a cherished remetm 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. 


Chap. 18.]. 


353 


b ranee of his beautiful and heart-bro- 
ken consort, won for the King of Prus- 
sia an interest superior to that which 
was acquired by the more gay and 
light manners of the em- 
Junc 26. peror. Both, however, de- 
parted from our coast amid 
the shouts and good wishes which ac- 
companied their arrival ; and it was 
not till the incessant jubilee whiclf had 
accompanied their presence had in 
some degree subsided, that men began 
to reflect what was likely to be the 
political consequencp of ^ meeting of 
potentates, as uncommon as one of 
those singular conjunctions of the hea- 
venly bc^es from which astrologers 
of Old were wont to gather their pre- 
dictions. 

The Greeks, in the degenerate ages 
of the empire, were justly censured as 
bad politicians, for exposing the wealth 
of their empire to the envious and ava- 
ricious gaze of the kings of more war- 
like nations ; and most readers will 
remember how ingeniously the crafti- 
est of the French monarchs, Louis XL 
evaded receiving the visit w’hich Ed- 
ward IV. proposed making to him at 
Pai is. But the English are a race 
widely differing from the unwariike 
Greeis, and ilie same eyes which be- 
held out wealth, could witness the 
mean% and even judge of the spirit, 
which we possessed for defending it. 
Nor were either of our allies possessed 
of such a sally«>pprt, as Calais then 
supplied *to Edward, for marching an 
army into a land which mi^t seem 
worthy to be warred, for. The evil 
which may possibly accrue from the 
meditations excited by this visit, is of 
a more remote and contingent charac- 
ter. The superiority of our manufac- 
tures, next t6 the improved state of 
our agricolture, i$ the most tangible 
and vtsibk sourced our national pros- 
perity* It is also that which foreign^rtt 
at first view, think fuay be most^sily 
^ VOL. VII. PART J. 


transferred to^ their own dominions. 
We will acquit absolute monarchs of 
any intention of rivalling us, by adopt- 
ing that equality of laws, and those 
maxims of political liberty, upon which 
the prosperity both oL6ur agricul- 
ture and our manqfacjiures is ^found- 
ed ; but without troubling himself to 
lay so deep a foundation, we arc mis- 
taken if one of our distinguished 
guests has not formed the scheme of 
rivalling our manufactures, in so far, 
at least, as is necessary for the sup- 
ply of his own dominions, and that 
to the visions of improvement excited 
by witnessing the extended commerce 
of this country, we owe those un- 
friendly restrictions under which our 
Russian trade at present suffers. But 
whatever may be the indirect and con- 
tingent consequences of this visit, its 
direct and immediate effect was to im- 
press upon the royal guests such an 
idea of the strength and resources of 
Britain, as had no small share in de- 
termining tlu^/resolutions at th&m- 
portant emergency of the ensuing 
spring. 

The arrival of the Duke of Wel- 
lington in the capital was an event no 
less exhilarating than the presence of 
the foreign sovereigns. To the po- 
pular acclamations (nei^r more high- 
ly merited) wae^ added the distinguish- 
ed reception which he ex- 
perienced on taking his June 28* 
seat for the first time in 
the House of Lprds. It was a proud 
moment for every British spectator ^ 
what then must it have been to the 
wife and mother of the distinguished 
character to whom the gratitude and 
hopes of the country had so long turn- 
ed^ both of whom witnessed his reoepr 
rion ! His various patents of h^ur^ 
as Baron, Earl, Marquis, and Ilitke^ 
were severally^ read over, each step 
which led to tias eminence on whicn 
he stood being marked by glory, and 
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V^on by services of the most important 
character. The voice of the herald, 
the ceremonious attendance of "the 
marshal of England and the king at 
arms, all circumstances of mere show 
in common ca,ses. had, on this solemn 
occasion, an aji^ropriate and striking 
efl< ct. The |iord Chancellor then 
addressed the puke gf Wellington in 
terms which we willingly preserve, in 
order to return to him the thanks of 
the House, which had been voted on 
the evening before. He said “ that 
he had receivedvthe commands of that 
House to return their acknowledge- 
ments and thanks to his Grace for his 
eminent and important services, per- 
formed to bis sovereign and his** conn- 
try. In the execution of that duty he 
could not refrain from calling his at- 
tention, and that of the noble lords 
present, to a circumstance singular in 
the histor}’’ of that House^ that upon 
his introduction he had gone through 
every dignity of the peerage in this 
c6trutry which it waa power of 
the crown to bestow. TFhose digni- 
ties had been conferred upon him for 
eminent and distingu'shed services j 
and for the same services both houses 
of parliament had bestowed the high* 
est honours it was in their power to 
grant — their unanimous thanks and 
approbation. He would not have the 
presumption to attempt to state the 
nature of those merits, nor to recapi- 
tulate those glorious achievements, 
those brilliant acts, which had giyei^ 
immortality to the name of Welling, 
ton, and had placed this empire on a 
height of military renown, of which 
there was no example in its history. 
He felt that he could ntt better dis- 
chai^ the duty which had devolved 
upon him, than by recurring to the 
temk in which that House bad so of- 
ten expressed their s^se of the ener- 
gy, the unremittitijg ^rtions, the ar* 
^ouri and the abUltyi with which the 


noble Duke had conducted the ardii- 
ous campaigns of the peninsufa ; exer- 
tions and ability which hna^y enabled 
him to place the allied armies in the 
heart of France, fighting their way 
there through the bla^e of victory. 
The glorious rt-sjuilt of all bis toils and 
victories had been to achieve the peace, 
the security, and the greatness of his 
counCry, while by iiis example he had 
animated the rest of Europe, and ena- 
bled her governments to restore their 
ancient order. The House, he knew, 
would excuse him if he indulged for a 
moment, in the opportunity afforded 
him, of expressing his own satisfactiou 
in having been the instrument to con- 
vey, on all those occasions, the thanks 
and acknowledgments they had voted 
to hiB Grace, and more especially the 
infinite gratification he now felt in ful* 
filling their commands, by informing 
the noble Duke, that they had unani- 
mously voted their thanks for his emi- 
nent and unremitted services, and their 
congratulations upon l^is return to this 
country,’^ 

The Duke of Wellington rose and 
said, Unable as I should feel myself 
at any time to address your lordships, 
yet I have, on the present occasion, to 
return you my acknowledgments for 
the approbation you have been pleased 
to express of my conduct. But 1 feel 
myself so overcome by the honour | 
have received, by the favours which 
his royal highness the Prince Regent 
has shewn me, by the approbation be- 
stowed by your lordships and the 
House of Commons, that I am utter- 
ly unable to express my sentiments. 
In truth, my lords, the entire confi- 
dence which government was pleased 
to reppse in me, the ample means en- 
trusted to my disposal, and the cordial 
assistance I received from the gallant 
officers who shared my campaigns, 
contributed powerfully to those suc- 
cesses which your lordships have nf • 
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ticed iiyf manner so gratifying. En- 
couragM and excited as 1 was by the 
greatest favour and protection ot the 
Prince Regent, and by the approba- 
tion and applause of parliament, I can- 
not consider the difficulties I had to 
overcome as at all equal to the motives 
that thus animated me, and Fam ap- 
prehensive I shall be found not so de- 
serving of the honours bestowednipon 
me as your kindness may believe. I 
can only add, that I shall ever be found 
ready to serve his majestyi to the ut- 
most of my abilities, in any capacity 
in which he may think proper to em- 
ploy me.’* 

Due attention was next paid to pro- 
vide for the suitable maintenance of the 
high honours so justly merited. The 
sum of three hundred thousand pounds 
was voted by parliament, for the pur- 
chase of a palace and domain suitable 
to the dignity of the Duke of Wel- 
lington ; and while those politicians, 
who discorded on almost every other 
point, only contended with eacli other 
on this occasion to enhance the provi- 
sions which were proposed, such an ad- 
ditional grant of income was voted as 
made up the whole amount of his par- 
liamentary allowances to 17,0001. year- 
ly. Honours and rewards thus accu- 
mulated could still be termed only a li- 
mited and partial payment, to account 
of the debt which his country owed 
the Duke of Wellington, and which 
fate reserved another opportunity of 
idcreasin^ to an incalculable aa|||int. 
Similar tokens of national gratitude 
were dispensed among the gallant ge- 
nerals who had shared the dangers and 
glory of the peninsular campaign. Sir 
Thomas Graham, Sir Rowland Hill, 
and Sir William Carr, were raised to 
the peerage, and received each a suit- 
able parliamentary provision* Lords 
Combermere and Exmouth were also 
most deservedly gratified by public 
tllowances, made in acknowltdgment 


of their eminent services* The stream 
of Jffeetual gratitude, to the surprise 
of those who had attentively watched 
the eventful progress of the war in the 
peninsula, stopped short at one distin- 
guished'naine which hac/often arrest** 
ed their attention* T^ shower of ho- 
nours and emoluments fell above, be- 
low, and around, bur it reached not 
Sir Thomas Picton, whose name and 
fortunes, like the fleece of Gideon, re- 
mained unmoistened by the dew that 
distilled on all others. Excepting be- 
ing nominally distinguished in the bar- 
ren vote of thanks, (which virtually 
extended to every grenadier and drum- 
mer in the army,) no token of public 
approbation was conferred on an offi- 
cer who has sometimes been termed the 
right-arm of Wellington. This omis- 
sion was the more galling to the friends 
of the brave general, as it was suppo- 
sed to arise from deference to a popu^ 
lar prejudice without doors. The he- 
roic death of this distinguished sol- 
dier, in the greatest battle that «iv«er 
decided the fate of the world, has since 
made them who entertained such a 
rejudice, and those who were biassed 
y its existence in the minds of others, 
alike grieved for having in this instance 
neglected to pay a dear-won debt, 
until the creditor was ao more. 

The reception of Lord Castlereagh 
on his triumphant return from the 
continent, partook of the same enthu- 
siasm which marked that which was 
given to the Duke of Wellington. It 
was remembered, and on all sides of 
the House, that the firmness of this 
statesman, during the ten^orary diffi- 
culties attending the Frencn campaign, 
had no slight share in keeping the 
minds of allied sovereigns be^t up 
to the purpose which they had form- 
ed, and that it was his liberal spirit, 
moderation, and contempt of all petty 
and selfish policy, which had fixed the 
terms of pacification upon a ftioting 
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that promised permanent repose to 
Europe. Lord CasUereagh, 
June 6. therefore, upon entering the 
House of Commons for the 
first time afiter his return from France, 
vras greeted with long, animated, and 
repeated cheer?, which interrupted 
business for some time, and took his 
«eat amid the acclamations of the 
members, while those to whom his ge* 
neral politics seemed most exception 
able, were among the first to tender 
their approbation of the manner in 
which he had, during these arduous 
circumstances, maintained the honour 
and secured the safety of the coun- 
try. 

The treaty of peace which Iffc pre- 
sented to the House, fell only in one 
instance short of what the warmest 
enthusiast could have desired. The 
French had positively refused to con- 
cur in the immediate abolition of the 
slave trade, and the utmost which Bri- 
tain had been able to obtain, was a 
etiolation, that the abominable traffic 
should be prohibited in the course of 
-five years. The concession which the 
British minister found himself obliged 
to make upon this important subject, 
was a sacrifice to the deep and jealous 
apprehensions which the French en- 
tertained of o«r commercial rivalry. 
That people could not be convinced 
that the interests of human nature alone 
prompted the English to demand this 
sacrifice at their hands. They imagi- 
ned they saw, under the mask of hu- 
manity, a treacherous disposition to 
secure our own colonial commerce at 
the expence of theirs, and to render 
the cession of the West Indian posses- 
sions, which we restored to them, a 
^barren and unfruitful grant. It ap- 
peared of so much consequence to 
eradicate suspicions, which might go 
far to frustrate the restoration of ge- 
neral confidence to Europe, that the 
British ministers did not insist on the 


abolition of the traffic, as a qua 
non in the treaty of Paris. Trhe ad- 
dress, congratulating the Prince Re- 
gent i^on the definitive treaty of peace 
with France, was thus qualified by an 
amendment, intimating the hope of the 
Housci^that the abolition of this wick- 
ed traffic should be speedily accom- 
plished. In other respects 
the address passed unani- June 29. 
mously, as might be ex- 
pected, since the terms of . the peace 
to which it referred, exceeded by far 
the most sanguine hope of the most 
sanguine anticipators. 

The festivities attending this happy 
pacification, were extended to those 
shows and entertainments which the 
common people best understand and 
relish. Fireworks, on an uncommon 
scale of expence, were exhibited in the 
Parks, and the Serpentine River was 
dignified by becoming the scene of a 
mimic sea-hght. The expence of these 
testimonies of rejoicing was noticed 
with censure in the House of Com- 
mons. The rulers of the multitude, 
however, must act like the tutors of 
childhood, who, while in general they 
endeavour to turn their pupils’ attention 
to amusements which enlarge the intel- 
lect and do credit to the judgment, do 
not cynically debar them, on fitting 
occasions, from such sports or play- 
things as are suitable to their youth 
or their ignorance. A more dig- 
nified and heart-felt display of rejoi- 
the appointment oPa day of 
public thanksgiving, on which the 
Prince Regent went in solemn proces- 
sion to St Paul’s, attended by his whole 
court and the two Houses of Parlia- 
ment, to return thanks to the Almigh- 
ty for the unexpected mercy which 
had brought light out of darkness, 
and the^unspeakable blessings of peace 
and good order out of an apparently 
endless labyrinth of bloodshed and 
confusion* 


10 
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ThJPhonoured atid aucces^ful a- um^al chariot, an intimation of the 
broad, and full of hope and expecta- uncertaintyof human affairs. We shall 
tion at home, Britain, at the period of presently see that new subjects of em<* 
the peace, seemed to be placed upon barrassment arose to her sutesmen out 
the very pinnacle of national glory and of that ifery restoration of peace, which 
felicity, had not the events of the had so long been the^themc* of our 
American war been to her like the wishes and prayers, 
exhortations of the slave in the tii* 
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Vomisstic Affairs continued. — Embarrassed State of Commerce and Credit . — 
Causes of this Distress. — Low Price of Corn% and Decline in the Value of 
Land.*^Origin of this Depreciation. — Proceedings on the Corn-faws.'^ 
Disorders in Ireland. — Justice. FUtcheVs Charge at Wefford. — Division 
among the Catholics (f Ireland. — The Marriage Treaty broken off between 
Hie Hereditary Prince of Orange and the Prindess Charlotte of Wales. 


As the best blessings which this im- 
perfect world affords are balanced or 
alloyed by corresponding evils, thepub- 
lic were not long in discovering, that 
hopes had been formed of a revival of 
omfiational resources through the in- 
fluence of peace, far too sanguine to 
be speedily realized. In common sense, 
Indeed, such an immediate restoration 
of prosperity was no more to be ex- 
pected, than that the cessation of a 
combat should ^ once restore the 
wounded and exhausted victor to the 
strength which he possessed at its 
commencement. Like the same vic- 
tor, the country hardly felt her wounds 
in the moment of triumph, and it was 
not till the first animating glow was 
over, that men began to see and feel 
the difficulties in which they were still 
involved. 

The revival of commerce was natu- 
rally the subject on which the highest 
expectations had been formed, and the 
merchants of Britain, long excluded 
from the continent, expected now to 
pour forth upon Europe the stock of 
colonial promice and manufactured 

f oods, which had lain so long on their 
ands, and that they would be call- 
ed upon to supply demands rapid and 


extended, in proportion to the priva- 
tions which the continent had sus- 
tained. But this species of intercourse 
among nations, when once deranged, 
resembles a dislocated bone, which 
cannot be reduced to its natural and 
proper state without much pain and 
trouble. The hand of military ex- 
tortion had exhausted the resources 
of the continent,, and deprived almost 
every individual of a large proportion 
of the funds which, in better times, 
he could afford to dedicate to the pur- 
chase of comforts and luxuries. Ha- 
bits of indulgence thus broken off are 
not instantly resumed, especially when 
checked by economical considerations. 
Coffee and sugar, once almost gene- 
rally used by all ranks on the conti- 
nent, are, for the present, comparative- 
ly disused, and the females have re- 
sorted to manufactures of their own, 
to supply the want of the English 
cottons and muslins. These difficul- 
ties were still farther enhanced by the 
improvident eagerness of commercial 
speculators, who, forcing forward car- 
goes of English goods and colonial 
produce in larger quantities, glutted 
the market, and annihilated the slow 
sale as it began to commence, as a dy- 
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Ing flanrtil is drowned by too rapid a 
supply of fuel. These disappoint- 
ments produced unpleasant effects bn 
the commercial world at home. The 
<:redit of many respectable houses had 
been chiefly supported by the know- 
ledge that they had extensive quanti- 
ties of stock upon their hands, which, 
it was supposed, would be readtl)^ con- 
vertible into money at a peace. M 'an- 
while, the goods circulated from name 
to name, and from warehoiAe to ware- 
house,, the price affording upon each 
change of proprietbrs the subject of 
new commercial bills, which sustained 
the credit of the holders. But this 
system of accommodation ended at 
once, so soon as it became too proba- 
ble that the stock, which was repre- 
sented by these bills in the money 
market, was itself, for the present, of 
little or no value. Much distress was 
the consequence of these unfounded 
estpectations, many sunk under the 
weight of their disadvantageous spe- 
culations, and, as in such cases, the 
fear always spreads farther than the 
actual danger, even the best and most 
established houses found unusual diffi- 
culties in discounting their bills of ex- 
change and liquidating their funds, so 
as to meet the demands upon them. 
When the shock was once given to 
Credit, it was felt through every part 
of that complicated machine which is 
put in motion Jiy it. The distresses 
of the general merchants communica- 
ted themselves not only to the whole- 
sale dealer at home, and to the retail 
dealers his correspondents, but, occa- 
sioning general doubt and distrust 
among bankers and monied men, em- 
barrassed and clogged the operations 
6f those whose business was totally 
Unconnected with the department in 
which the distress originated. The 
Speculations of monied men in the 
funds went far to increase the evil. 
Many had bou^t stock at extravagant 
prices, and were anwiUing to sell at a 


disceunt — others continued to hold 
what they had purchased at a moderate 
rate, in expectation that the public 
credit would improve, and the funds 
rise in proportion. In boiffi cases very 
large sums of money, which formerly 
had circulated for sustaining the c?e- 
dit of the country, wWre now locked 
up in the publifi funew. The causes 
of this general commercial distress had 
begun to operate since the opening of 
the continent |to Brilisli trade, and 
probably would have been much more 
severely felt, had that important event 
taken plade suddenly, and in conse- 
quence of the peace. Still, however, 
com||[\prce, which had suffered so much 
during the war, was as yet little revi- 
ved by its triumphant conclusion, and 
it now seemed as if agriculture, which, 
on the contrary, had flourished in the 
most uncommon degree while hostili* 
ties lasted, was now to suffer a severe 
check by their conclusion. 

Many causes had tended to rai^he 
price of grain, and, of course, the va- 
lue of land, since the breaking out df 
the war. Britain, excluded in some* 
measure from foreign supplies of iin- 
ported grain, was obliged to rely 
chiefly upon the produce of her own 
agriculture, and the^ supplies which 
she drew froiq it being limited, their 
value rose in proportion. Two suc- 
cessive bad crops in the beginning of 
the century, gave to the market the 
impulse of a still more pressing scar- 
city, and although the prices decline I 
from the excessive height to which 
they had then risen, yet they did not for 
several years subside to the level from 
which they had mounted. The hope 
of gain which these large prieps held 
out to the farmer, stimulated ’him to 
extraordinary exertions. Every patch 
of ground capable of bearing a crop 
was torn up, at whatever expence, and 
, often that which nature had intended 
for pasture, was permanently injured 
by such acts of agricultural violence 
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perpetrated upon the wiL , Th^ for- 
tunes acquired by some aigriculUirists 
stimulated the avidity of others. The 
value of land increased in proportion 
to the confidence with whicli. sanguine 
speculators c<^ntended with each other 
ill offering an * advanced rent. The 
landed proprietors, in general, accord- 
ing to the nature of Chat class of men, 
increased their style of living in propor- 
tion to their increased revenues, and, 
what was worse, the tenants themselves 
forsook, in most instances, the parsi- 
monious and hiin^le mode of life pur- 
suedby their fathers, andlaunched forth 
in expences proportioned to the for- 
tunes they expected to acquire. uses 
of a superior style and expensive accom- 
modations were provided for them by 
the landlord j to inhabit these mansions 
nequired another stretch of ex pence, 
and the rent of them in one shape or 
other was a charge upon the farmers 
industry, and a diminution of his means 
of improving the soli. Thus a large 
pSS of the funds which ought to have 
gone to the cultivation of the farm, 
was diverted into a channel of ex pence, 
hot only altogether unproductive, but 
leading in its necessary consequences 
to farther waste both of time and of 
money. The high price of grain to 
which these evhs arc to be traced, was 
sustained not only by the circumstances 
which excluded the importation of fo- 
reign grain, but by the large contracts 
of government, which consumed great 
quantities of agricultural produce. 
This double influence of the war ter- 
tViinated with its existence. Who is 
your security said a Scottish land- 
lord to his tenant, when the latter an- 
nounced to him that he was unable to 
pay ftis rent. Buonaparte,” answer- 
ed the poor man, was my only secu- 
rity, and now his head is under water, 
I must sink alao.^* In fact, the im- 
portation of immense quantities of fo- 
reign grain, joined to the unusual 
circumstance of two consecutive har- 


vests having, proved uncommonly pro- 
ductive, lowered at once the price of 
^ain to a standard which would nei- 
ther repay the increased expence of 
cultivation, nor support the new mode 
of life adopted by the cultivators of 
the ground, nor pay the advanced nents 
of land. The stagnation of credit was 
speedily f^dt in this department also, 
and added to the general agricultural 
distress. The farmer, who could no 
longer obtain money for a speculating 
corn-factor’s bill of exchange, was ob- 
liged to carry his*grain to market, and 
sAdt for what ready money it would 
fetch upon the instant. This press- 
ing cause, operating in every quarter 
at the same time, forced a very large 
quantity of corn intothe market, which 
was thereby glutted, while money in- 
creased in power as it became scarcer 
and scarcer, and as the value of the 
commodity to be purchased sunk in 
proportion to its augmented quan- 
tity. 

It was more easy to trace the cause 
of these evils, than to foresee their 
ration or attempt their cure. Parlia- 
ment, however, took into their consi- 
deration such a revision of the corn 
laws as might be calculated to alleviate 
the mischief. Here the jarring inte- 
rests of the consumers and of the grow- 
ers of corn were placed in direct colli- 
sion with each other. It is the appa- 
rent interest of the landlord and farmer 
to keep the price of grain as high as 
possible ; while, on the other hand, it 
is the apparent interest of the ot^r 
classes of the community to obtain tihe 
bread which they are to consume at 
as low a r^tc as possible. But though 
this be the case in a general and ab- 
stract point of view, yet in the frame 
of society the various interests of both 
classes are so completely blended and 
warped with each other, that it would 
be easy to prove that either must be 
ultimately more affected by the suffer- 
ings of the Other than they can W 
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by casual or temporary gains* The 
farmer must have such a price aa -will 
^ enable him to pay his rent and raise 
his corn, or corn will cease to be raised, 
and the manufacturer must ultimately 
starve ; and, on the other haudj the 
consumer must have his bread at a 
price within the compass of his wages, 
or he will leave the land. Bu^ a le- 
gislative attempt to attain that happy 
medium of price which may best suit 
the interest of both parties, is one of 
the mpst delicate offices which parlia- 
ment can take upoh them, more espe- 
cially considering tlje feverish state of 
apprehension with which their labours 
on this interesting subject are regard- 
ed by the people at large. Accord- 
ingly, the British legislature entered 
upon it with great and laudable cau- 
tion, investigating, as far as human 
foresight could extend, the bearings of 
a subject so vast and complicated, 
without precipitating any resolution 
on the subject. W hile therefore they 
adopted the measure of permitting a 

t e exportation of British corn, and 
so far encouraging the farmer, they 
adjourned consideration of regulating 
the duties on imported grain until the 
subsequent winter. A former chap- 
ter contains an abstract of the debates 
on this occasion. 

While these concurring circumstan- 
CCS of public pressure agitated the 
minds of the pi^blic in Great Britain, 
and , damped the expectations which 
had been excited by the glorious tcr- 
miaation of the war, the old and fes- 
tering wounds of Ireland continued to 
bleed and to rankle. This delightful 
island, inhabited by a nation, whom, 
from the warmth of their feelings and 
frankness of their disposition, nature 
appears to have intended to share in a 
peculiar degree the happiness of social 
life, seemed, by a concurrence of uy- 
happy circumstances, on the point of 


beifcg converted into a general scene 
of blood and disorder. The law was 
found too weak to repress the various 
bands of ruffiaps, who, fi^m any cause 
or no cdusc, were associated in plans of 
nocturnal murder and depred&tion.. In 
some counties the pretext for these 
violences were ^t;he enactions used in 
levying tithes j i\i others, the raising 
of rents ; in many cases, no specific 
grievance seems to be alleged, the 
pleasure of resisting the law, collect- 
ing arms, and using them to the an- 
noyance of the peaceful subject, being 
in itself motive sufficient to organize 
one of these bands of ruffians. While 
honioB of banditti, under tke pames of 
Carders, Threshers, &c. traversed the 
country by night, inflicting the most 
savage cruelties on all who dared to 
resist them, or who had incurred the 
suspicion of having been active in the 
detection of their accomplices, the day 
was disturbed by the more open vio- 
lences which took place betweeiK«Sha- 
na vests and Caravats, and Orange-mea 
and Ribbon-men, 

The detection and conviction of 
these men was attended with the ut- 
most difficulty, owing to the ingenious 
and systematic bulwark of perjury 
which was opposed to^he operation of 
the law. One instance will illustrate 
the nature and the extent of these con- 
federations, and their mepns of secu- 
ring impunity. A building had been 
t,aken to serve as a barrack in a vil- 
lage, (in West Meath, we believe,) 
where the government proposed to 
quarter some troops. X^vhaving let 
his properly for such a purpose was 
a sufficient crime in the devoted own- 
er. His house was beset by night,, 
he was murdered, and the intended 
barrack burnt to the ground. It 
chanced that a stranger (the domestic 
servant of a lady in Dublin, who had 
come to the place to see his sister who 


See page JJO. 
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was ill,) lodged wi a house oppositfc to 
the scene of the crime. This maO,*be« 
ing awakened by the noise, got up, and 
through the . window of his room wit- 
nessed the whole proceedings" of the 
perpetrators. He was a protestant, 
and unconnected with' the country 5 he 
therefore lodge^n inibrmation against 
the landlord ot the house where he 
slept, and several other persons whom 
he had seen actively engaged in the 
crime. Two of tiiem were brought 
to trial, and this matt appeared as evi-^ 
dence for the crowns On the part of 
the prisoners, a great number of per- 
sons were examined to prove, that the 
witness for^the prosecution had* slept 
on the night when the murder was 
committed, not in the village where it 
happened, but in another hamlet about 
a mile short of it. These witnesses 
agreed in the moat minute particulars 
ot his dress and deportm/nt, which 
they very ingenioursly represented as 
thats>f a person rather deranged in his 
mtad from fear of the papists y as if 
thereby to insinuate, that the evidence 
he had given was entirely an hallucina- 
tion of his own disordered intellect. 
All this evidence, however ingeniously 
put together, and sworn to by the coun- 
try people, wkghed little with the 
jury, (such was the general discredit 
attached to them,) against the oath 
of the approver* But they were stag- 
gered when a man of genteel appear- 
ance, and by his manners and accent 
apparently an Englishman, was called 
up on the part of the prisoners, and 
Stated hinfl^^llC to be a deputy commis- 
sary in the army, who, travelling to 
the place where his duty called him', 
had siept in the village where the mur- 
der was perpetrated, on the very night, 
in the very inn, and in the very bed 
where the witness for the crown had 
stated himself to’ have been. Be even 
mentioned that he had occasion to rise 
from his bed about the hour fixed by 
the footman for that of the assault on 


the house ; that the streets were then 
quiet ; and that having occaaiem to call 
up his landlord (the prisoner, at the 
bar^) the man had risen from his be<l 
in hid shirt to answer his commands. 
Yet such is the force of truth, that the 
jury, moved by the simplicity of thfe 
story told by the king’s evidence, ana 
perhaps influenced by the complicated 
and arranged appearance of that which 
had been oppbsed[ to it, found thte pri- 
soner guilty. The government were 
undetermined — t hey enquired affer the 
deputy commissary — he was no where 
to be found, and on applying to the 
department to which he bad stated 
himself to belong, no such man was 
in existence. Other circumstances oc- 
curred to throw light on the guilt of 
the criminal,’ and he was executed. 
The other persons accused threw them- 
selves on the mercy of the counsel for 
the crown, and, having previously sti- 
pulated that their puni;>hment should 
be exchanged for transportation, con- 
fessed that the stoVy of the approver 
was true in all its parts, and that tfiA' 
were all concerned in the crime w 
which the ringleader had suffered ! 
This trial affords the same melancholy 
reftcciions upon the perverted inge- 
nuity of the parties concerned, as might 
arise from contemplating the contri- 
vances of au artist of genius, who bad 
dedicated his time and talents to Ac 
improvement of racks» wheels, 
other engines of cruelty and torture*' 
The source of this universal dispa* 
sition to turbulence among the lower 
orders has been variously accounted 
for by the leaders of the two political 
parties in Ireland ancl^ their friends itf 
Britain ^ and, hi as far as strangers 
can pretend to judge, » We conceive 
both to err in laying subh exclusive 
weight u^n the circiimstaoces which 
it best suits them to allege as the cause 
of these disorders. The sudden rise 
of land, whijh had led to extravagant 
rentsi — the commercial distresa ot the 
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€ountry, by the failure of many private 
banks»-«^he severe county assessments, 
which deprive the peasants even of the 
small pittance which high rents have 
left them,^the number of absentees, 
who go to spend in another country 
the wealth of which they drain their 
own,— the corresponding and equally 
miserable system of middle-mai, as 
they are called, which goes to inter- 
pose an avaricious and speculative land- 
jobber, having no interest in the pro- 
perty more than to wring from it all 
that he can, between the labourer of 
the land and the proprietor,— the alarm- 
ing increase of the crime of forgery,— 
the system of illicit distillation, which 
had abolished among the people all 
regard for the Jaw, and all veneration 
for the oaths it imposes, — such were 
the causes ascribed for the disorder^ 
©f Ireland in a charge delivered by Mr 
Justice Fletcher at the assizes of the 
county of Wexford. “ Such abuses,’* 
aaid the learned judge, shake the 
foundation of the law — they 
ht to be checked, Superadded to 
le mischiefs, are the permanent and 
occasional absentee landlords, residing 
in another country, not known to their 
tenantry but by their agents, who ex- 
act the uttermost penny of the value 
of the lands. If a lease happens to 
fell in, they let the farm by public 
auction to the highest bidder. No 
gratitude for past services — no prefer- 
tnee of the fair ofSer— no predilection 
for the ancient tenantry, be they ever 
»o deserving ; but, if the highest price 
be not acceded to, the depopulation 
of an entire tract of country ensues. 
What then is tJte wretched peasant to 
do ? Chased from the spot where he 
had first drawn his breach, where he 
had first seen the light of Heaven, in- 
capable of procuring any other means 
of existence, vexed with those exac- 
tions I have enumerated, and harassed 
by the payment of tithes, can wc be 
surprised that a peasant, of unenlight- 


ened mmd,of uneducatedhabits, should' 
rush upon the perpeftration of crimes, 
followed by the punishment of the rope 
and the gibbet ? Nothing; (as the pea^ 
santry imagine} remains for them, thur 
harassed and thus destitute, fiut with 
strong hand to deter the stranger from' 
intruding Upon ^le fai^s ; and to ex- 
tort fr^wi the weakness and terrors of 
their landlords ( from whose gratitude 
or good feelings they have failed to 
win it) a kind of preference for their 
ancient tenantry/* 

It is impossible to deny that such 
grievaiKes as the learned judge states 
to exist, must have the wenrst possible 
effect Mpon the Irish common people^ 
But, on the other hand, we are by no* 
means prepared to admit that they aro 
the exclusive causes of the disordered 
state of that country. The fermenta- 
tion of general discontent has, in many 
instances, assumed a decided politicsd 
character ; and the separation of the 
island of Ireland from the Bfitish'^em* 
pire is the mark aimed at by an active 
and desperate party in that country, 
the successors of the Emmetts and 
O’Connors, who look for freedom, 
like those misguided men, through the 
accumulated distresses of Britain and 
increasing power of France. Theser 
persons avail themselves of the popular 
discontent, caring as little from what 
peculiar cause it derives its source, as 
the miller cares from what apring or 
bog a rivulet arises, providing he can. 
direct it to put in motion his own ma- 
chinery. Xbe agents of such men tore 
down the placards which announced 
that the allies were in possession of 
Paris, and it is their press that sends^ 
forth those inflammatory pamphlets, 
in which all is presented to the imagi- 
nation of the Irish reader that can ex- 
asperate hi n against his fellow subjects 
of Britain. Still, however, the success 
of these instigators depends upon the 
state of mind of the lower order, to 
wliom they address themselves s and 
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\vhile gorernment adopts ,Btp6ng Mea- 
sures to repress^ the seditiqua* th6 le- 
gislature ought to proceed lik^ good 
physiciansy >yho think they do little in 
Bubduinp the immediate |^tack8 of an 
acute disease, if they csSinot restore 
the general health of the patient, and 
correct that ev^Jhabit^pf body in which 
the disorder had its origin. Thi! severe 
measures adopted under Mr Peelers 
act fpv85,) may have the result of 
smotnering the flame of rebelUon, but 
the radical remedy must be to remove 
the fuel, which lies sc^extremely ready 
to catch every spark,. , For this pur- 
pose, we heartily wish the stumblingr. 
block and offence of catholic emanci- 
pation were at onpe removed, by con- 
ceding to the Irish of that persua- 
sion the rights, that are yet withheld 
from them ; being fully couviuced, that 
enough has been conceded to destroy 
every salutary effect which could be 
expected to protekantism from the ex- 
istence of the catholic disqualifica- 
tions, while that which is withheldf 
like the poet's 

** Cruel something unpostess’d, 

Corrodes and leavens all the rest.*’ 

The catholics o£ Ireland are at pre- 
sent divided inio two parties. The 
better class, including nsostpf the men 
of property and education who pro- 
fess that religion, are willing to accept 
of the terms which have been approved 
by Monsigneur Quarantotti, the presi- 
dent of the College of Missions, and 
which vests in the crown a veto upon 
the election of the Roman catholic 
bishops, as a pledge and security that 
the pastoral trust shall not be lodged 
in haqds inimical to government. But 
as there are partizans in France who 
pique themwives on being better roy- 
alists than the king,; so there are pa- 
pists in Ireland who think! it Accessary 
to be more catholic than the pope, 
concerning whom it may be fairly con- 
jeetured, that their views go farther 


thi^ to such a free and universal exer- 
cise of their religion as would fqit 
them in every respect on a j|etel with 
thp meiQh^rs of the established church. 
.Nowit liquid undoubtedly be politic to 
place these factionaries and their plans 
in a proper light, and separate from 
their raoKS all the well-intentioned of 
their «eect, by such measures of con- 
ciliation as wqul^ give satisfaction to 
the more moderate among the Irish 
catholics. 

An affair of great importance, to the 
British empire also occurred during 
this year, the issue of which went to dis- 
oint^ for the time, the hopes which 
been fondly entertained of seeing 
the apparent heiress of these realms 
suitably provided in marriage during 
her father's lifetiine. The Hereditary 
Prince of Orange had been for some 
time understood to be the intended 
son-in-law of his Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent. He had received his 
education chiefly in England, might 
be considered almost as a native of thjft. 
country, and had served with distidv 
tion under the British banners in the 
pfminsula. But, with all these advan 
tages, the Hereditary Prince had fail- 
ed in rendering his addresses accept- 
able to the personage to whom they 
were tendered | and although the King 
of the Netherlands had announced the 
alliance to his new subjects, as one of 
the advantages which^ were to attend 
his accession to his new 
there speedily appeared symptoms, qn 
the part of the Princess Charlotte qf. 
Wales, very unfavourable to the pr 04 
gress of the match. ^ . 

In consequence of ICer repugnance, 
a serious difference threatened to take 
place between the Prince Regent and 
his daughter, which was the more em- 
barrassing, as, the previous discord in 
the royal family rendered the Princess 
Charlotte secure of having the coun- 
tenaQc<’ ot the qne parent in resisting, 
the wislies of the oUier. The treaty 
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with the Prince of Orange waa broken 
off ; but this had not the immediate 
effect of appeasing the feelings to 
which difference of opinion on this in- 
teresting point had naturally given 
rise. The progress of these dissen- 
sions could not be concealed from the 
publicy and in the course of the irri- 
tation which they had pro- 
June 11. ducedy an incident occur- 
red calculated to give them 
very unpleasant notoriety. It appears, 
in so far as the public has been infOrm- 
, ,cdy that, in conseq^jence of the Prin« 
cess having shewn less compliance on 
this occasion than had been expected 
by her father, his Royal Highness 
had resolved upon a change among the 
ladies attendant on her person. When 
this intended arrangement was intima- 
ted to her, the Princess, in a moment 
of hasty impatience, threw herself into 
a hackney coach, ‘and, without any at- 
tendants, drove to Connaught-House, 
then the residence of the Princess of 
Wales. Much speculation was, of 
^urse, excited by the hasty step of a 
4wy young lady, who probably acted 
only on the impulse of the moment. 
They were fortunately silenced by the 
almost immediate return of the Prin- 
cess Charlotte to Carlton-House, un- 
der the protection of her uficle the 
Duke of York. No man could think 
hardly of a personage in whom so 
much hope and so many wishes are 
centered, for having acted without a 
very rigid regard to etiquette, at a 
time when her feelings were deeply 
interested ; and all were rejoiced to find 
that the temporary misunderstanding 
between the Prince Regent and hia 
daughter was soon done away. Mo- 
tions were made, and questions were 
asked, in the House of Lords by the 
Duke of Sussex, in the House of 
Commons by Mr Whitbread, respect- 
ing the manner in which the Princess 
Charlotte was hereafter to be treated, 
9nd the degree of restraint to which 


she ivas to be«sab]ected. But enqui- 
ries .of a nature, calculated rather to 
inflame than allay the' discord in the 
Prince's family (although wc are far 
from imputing to the parties who were 
active in p||Smoting an inveatigation 
go delicate, any intentional purpose ^of 
adding to disagreements Which un- 
doubtedly they must l^ve deplored,) 
were qfeashed, by' finding that the 
Princess Charlotte was entirely recon- 
ciled to her best protector, and not be- 
ing apprehensive of Sustaining cither 
restraint or compulsion*, had no more 
occasion for the interference of the 
Peers or Commons, than if she had 
been the daughter of an affectionate 
father *in private life. Her father's 
deference to her inclinations had, in- 
deed, been already announced in the 
strongest manner, by the breaking off 
a match to which we have heard, no 
objection stated, excepting that the 
bridegroom's proposal did not suit thc 
wishes of the bride. The freedom cf 
choice, which has been too often de« 
nied to persons of her rank, was libe- 
rally and prudently, as well as kindly, 
indulged to her Royal Highness ; and 
let us add with pleasure, that, as far 
as mortal foresight can penetrate, the 
liberty which was affectionately con- 
ceded by the father, wlio had perhaps 
himself suffered from the necessity of 
sacrificing domestic happiness for state 
policy, was used with prudence and 
discretion by the illustrious personage 
t<> whom the indulgence was extend- 
ed. 

The wisdom of many a politician 
was baffled by the simple explanation 
which time has afforded, of the real 
cause for breaking off the intended 
treaty of marriage with the Prirfee of 
Orange. The reason assigned by one 
class of politicians was, Uie Princess 
Charlotte’s attachment to her mother, 
who was understood to disapprove of 
the match. Another set or talkers 
discovered, in the supposed influence 
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of the Duchess of Oldeuburgh, 9^ter 
of the Emperor of Russia, who bad 
been for some time resident in Lon- 
don, something sinister to the, .propo- 
sed union; and, to say truth, the marri- 
age whic;h has been lately ^ditated be- 
tween a princess of Russia and the dis- 
carded suitor, might give some colour 
to such speculsdions.f* The most ge- 
neral reason alleged for the breach of 
the match was, thedisinclination which 
her Royal Highness folt to leave her 
native country, and reside occasionally 
in that of her proposed husband. But 
the tell-tale Time has since induced us 
to entertain a belief, that a previous 
attachment to another and most wor- 
thy object, was the principal cause of 
the Princess Charlotte’s repugnance 
to the proposed match. It is very 
unusual, (unless in works of fiction,) 
for love to interfere in fixing the alli- 
ance of princesses ; butj, happy that 
auch has been the case with ours, we 
«um the subject by acceding to the 
quaint sentiment of the tragedian, and 
anticipating, at the same time, the pro- 
bable destinies of her Royal Highness^ 

Who rules oVr freemen should herself be 
free.’* 

It is but justice to the Prince' of 
Orange to stat^, that, under circum- 
ptances of painful doufit, and after a 
disappointment so mortifying in every 
respect, his behaviour was manly, sen- 
sible, and interesting. During the 
dependence of the negociation he re- 
aided in London in the most private 
manner, and declined every invitation 
to assume state belonging to his rank. 

If I prove unsuccessful in my suit,” 
he said, << it shall not be said that I 
bave|>ut to expence the generous Eng- 
iish nation, which has so long afforded 
my family an asylum f and still less am 
I entitled in that event to throw any 
additional burthen upon the impove- 
rished country, to the government of 
which my family has been so unexpect- 


edly restored.^* His conduct on thk^ 
and on other occasions, was marked by 
a delicacy which seemed to render him 
not unworthy of the valuable prize for 
which hc' contended. There was a 
temporary feeling of diaappointment 
in the public mind by the breaking 
oiF a treaty of marriage, which seemed 
well fitted to the circumstances of the 
kingdom. Yet it cannot be denied, 
that a union of so close a nature with 
a continental power, might have been 
the means of involving Britain in dis- 
putes from which she may now’ es- 
cape, and that our royal family, having 
acquired no new interests abroad, may 
remain, agreeably to the motto of our 
last female sovereign, Entirely Eng^ 
lishy and disengaged from all other mo- 
tives connected with the continent, ex- 
cepting such as influence the general 
welfare of Europe. 

With these remarks we conclude 
the annals of the year 1814, which will 
be long distinguished in the history of 
Europe, for the complete overthrow 
of the usurpati<wi of France, her re^ 
d action within her natural bounds, % 
a member, not the tyrant, of the Euro- 
pean commonwealth, and for the re- 
koration of her ancient dynasty. Nei- 
ther will the sensations which we have 
felt during thip remarkable era be 
ever crazed from the minds on which 
they were so vividly impressed. Other 
events succeeded in the subsequent 
year, even more striking in themselves, 
not of less deep influence upon the 
course of human affairs, and certainly 
more flattering to our feelings as Bn- 
tons. But these succeeded to an un- 
expected convulsion, the recollection 
of whose unexpected fury will long 
make us feel like men who tread on 
the surface of a volcano. The victory 
of Waterloo, and the second capture 
of Paris, agitating, affecting, and in- 
teresting, as far as it is possible for 
human events to be so, had not power 
again to lull us into the plegsing deli** 
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fiion, that war was vanitshed from the 
and that contending nations 
might in future hang the trumpet in 
the hall, and vie only in the arts of 
commerce and of peace. The eyes 
which wept for joy at the first resto- 
ration of the Bourbons, cannot look 
j^ppn their second re-e‘>ta^lishmetit 


without .painful and anxious appre* 
hengionp, concerning the stability of 
their throne. The disappointment of 
our well-grounded hopes, and the va- 
rious causes which contributed again 
to disturb the peace of Europe, wil{ 
be found in our annals for the n^xt 
year. 
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State of the British Navy. — 
The total amount of fihips is now 
(including those in ordinary, repair- 
ing, &c.), of which there are in com- 
mission 116 sail of the line, 20 from 
50 to 44 guns, 157 frigates, 1 10 sloops 
of war, 7 fire-ships, 199 brigs, 40 cut- 
ters, 50 schooners — making the total 
in commission 76^. 

<< Windsor Castle, Jan, 1. 

His Majesty’s bodily health con- 
tinues good, but his disorder is undi- 
minished.” (Signed as usual.) 

2d. — His Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent arrived at Belvoir Castle to 
witness the baptism of the infant son 
of the Duke of Rutland. — The prince 
was received by his grace amidst a 
royal salute from cannon on the bat- 
tlements of the castle. A shout of 
joy made by the spectators increased 
the sound of the ordnance ; at the 
same time the royal standard was 
proudly displayed on the Staunton 
tower The Duke of Rutland recei- 
ved the Prince Regent at the door of 
the castle ; but the key of Staunton 
tower, made of gold, and of exquisite 
workmanship, was delivered to the il- 
lustrious guest in the drawing-room, 
soon after his arrival, on a cushion of 
crimson velvet, by the Rev. Dr Staun- 
ton, by etiquette of the following or- 


der ; — The chief strong-hold of the 
castle is* an out- work defence called 
Staunton tower ; the command of 
which is held by the family of that 
name, in the manor of Staunton, by 
tenure of castle-guard, by which they 
W’ere anciently required to appear with 
soldiers for the defence of this strong 
post, in case of danger ; or, if requi- 
red, to be called upon by the lord of 
the castle. It has been the custom, 
when any of the royal family honour- 
ed Belvoir Castle with their presence, 
for the chief of the Staunton family per- 
sonally to appear and present the key 
of the strong-hold to sych distinguish- 
ed personage. This c^Fmony was 
performed by the*rev. doctor, by vir- 
tue of his tenure, with an appropriate 
speech, to which the Prince Regent 
returned a most gracious reply. 

The day of festivity on occasion of 
the baptism of tlie infant marquis was 
also the birth-day of the duke, and 
was ushered in and marked according- 
ly. His royal highness previously rode 
round the domains, and the Duke of 
York took the diversion of shootiqg. 
The infant was baptized at six o’clock 
in the evening, by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, in the great gallery, in 
the presence of tlie whole of the nobi- 
lity and gentry at the castle : The 
sponsors were the Prince Regent, and 
the Dnke of York, and the Duchess 
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Dowager of Rutland,, as proxytfor the 
ueen. The noble party soon after sat 
own to dinnerr The health of the 
infant heir to the house of Rutland 
was drunk at the proposal of the prince. 
The Duke of Rutland returned appro- 
priate thanks to his, distinguished visi- 
tor. The duke’s butler entertained 
the tenantry with< an oval cistern of 
punch containing 50 gallons. 

3d. — Scotland. — On the 28th ul- 
timo, the officers of the second batta- 
lion 42d royal highlanders gave a ball 
and supper, in the Northern Meeting 
Rooms, Inverness, in honour of the 
nuptials of their gallant colonel the 
Marquis of Huntly. The ball was 
attended by all the fashionables of the 
town and neighbourhood. After sup- 
per, Health and happiness to the 
noble Marquis and Marchioness of 
Huntly*’ was drank, amidst the con- 
tinued cheers of the company. The 
health of the Duke of Gordon, &c. 
followed. Dancing then recommen- 
ced, and was kept up with great spirit 
till a very late hour in the morning. 

The new Lanark cotton mills were 
* sold on Friday, at Glasgow, by pub- 
lic roup, for 114,1001. The upset 
price \Va8 80,0001. 

4th . — A shocking murder occurred 
at Camborrife', Coniw'all. James Rule, 
a lunatic, who had^becn confined in 
Camborne poor-house for several years, 
found means to destroy a female pau- 
per who attended him, and lived in the 
same apartment where he was chained. 
It is supposed that he strangled the 
poor woman, as there was no blood 
found about the room, nor any noise 
heard during the night that created 
alarm. A smoke r)va8 observed in the 
hduse on Sunday morning, and a bad 
smell, which at length led to a disco- 
very. At four in the afternoon his 
room was broken into, and the lunatic 
was found at large and alone. Upon 
being questioned about the woman, he 
said she was gone into Devoqshire; 


but on examining the fire.place, no 
doubt remained of his having burnt 
the body, from the smell and half-con*. 
sumed particles of human bones that 
remained. When pressed on the sub- 
ject, he confessed that “ she was gone 
to ashes.” He was committed for 
trial. 

^th. — Edinburgh. — A grand din- 
ner was given on Monday last by the 
Lord Provost, to the Earl of Dalhou*. 
sie and Walter Scott, Esq, on present- 
ing them with the freedom o f^th** city. 
Upwards of nii.cty noblemen, gentfe. 
men, and members of the town council 
of Edinburgh were present. After din- 
ner, his lordship presented the freedom 
of the city, in a gold box, to the Earl 
of Dalhousie, and the same, accompa- 
nied by a piece of plate, to Walter 
Scott of Abbotsford, Esq. as voted 
in council on the 92d ultimo. On pre- 
senting the box, the Lord Provost ad- 
dressed the noble Earl as follows : 

« My Lord Dalhousie, 

The Lord Provost, Magistrates, and 
the other constituent members of the town 
council of Edinburgh, have the honour of 
presenting your lordship with the freedom 
of the city, in a gold box, as a grateful ac- 
knowledgment of your meritorious services 
in various quarters of the globe, and more 
immediately in the decisive battles of Vit- 
toria and of the Pyrenees. 

It is impossible for me to find expres- 
sions suitable to the joy that was diffused 
tfiroughout this city at the welheamed 
tribute paid to your lordship’s services in 
these ever-memorable and splendid victo- 
ries by Field Marshal Wellington. Moat 
of this company witnessed the sensation, 
and I am sure they will give me credit for 
not attempting to delineate Yrhat they felt 
so much more sensibly than I can possibly 
express. Rut we all most earnestly pray, 
that the Almighty, whose all-wise mea- 
sures never err, may, in due time, by the 
instrument of such illustrious warriors as 
your lordship, restore a safe and honour- 
able peace to the British empire, and s 
lasting one to all the nations of Europe.’’ 

His lordship, in his reply to the 
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Lord Provost apd council delivered 
himself with his characteristic simpli- 
city and manly eloquence. He parti- 
cularly noticed} that it had been his 
good fortune to succeed to the com- 
mand of the third and seventh divisions 
of the army, in the highest state of dis- 
cipline, the latter of which was left in 
that state by his friend Major-General 
John Hope, when he was compelldd to 
leave the army, oh account of health ; 
and, indeed, that any merit of his own 
was, above all other considerations, to 
to serv^g under Field- 
Marshal Wellington, to whom he felt 
indebted for giving him higher com- 
mendations than his services deserved/^ 

Lord Dalhousie has served several 
campaigns in the West Indies, where 
he was severely wounded — was on the 
expedition to the Holder — the cam- 
paign in Egypt — the expedition to 
Wdcheren — and, latterly, in the pe- 
ninsula. His lordship has been dis- 
tinguished in every one of those sepa- 
rate services, and more immediately at 
Vittoria and the Pyrenees. 

The Lord Provost then addressed 
Mr Scott as follows : 

‘‘ The Lord Provost, Magistrate^, and 
the other members of the town council of 
Edinburgh, have this moment testified 
tlieir gratitude to the noble Earl, and we 
have now the pleasure to express our ad- 
iniratibn of a genius which has so largely 
contributed to inspire the virtues of patri- 
otic war, and to embellish and exalt the 
blessings of peace. Nature has gifted }ou, 
sir, with powers, the exercise of which 
has, in your own day, done so great ho- 
nour to your native country* In it you 
are highly esteemed and admired, but I 
have not words to convey the pleasure 
which 1 (elt in witnessing the celebrity of 
a countryman’s fame in the metropolis of 
England, on the late occasion of your wri- 
I tiqg a most inimitable address for your na- 
tive city. 

“ In presenting you with the freedom 
of the city, to be accompanied with a piece 
of plate, as soon as it can be fin 'shed, 1 
cannot resist drawing a feature, strongly 


resen)lding each.other, in your career anj 
that of the noble Earl’s ; his lordship has 
contrived to carry off laurels from the pre- 
cipices of the Pyrenees, till then inaccessi- 
ble, and yqu have found out the means to 
reach both the summits of Hirnassus.'^ 
Mr Scott, in a few words,* endea- 
voured to state the sense which he en- 
tertained of the hopour conferred upon 
him, and requested the Lord Provost 
and council to judge of his feelings, 
rather from the circumstances of tne 
occasion than from the words he might 
find to express them, “ It was a dis- 
tinction,^’ he observed, “ bestowed 
upon an individual by the representa- 
tives of the city in which he was born ; 
to which he was indebted for his edu- 
cation, where he had spent his life hi- 
therto, and where, according to ail hu- 
man prospects, he was likely to close 
it. It did not,” he said, « become 
him to reply to the compliments which 
his lordship had paid to his literary 
attempts, further than by observing, 
that if the city of Edinburgh should 
be thought too partial to a fellow- 
citizen, he hoped the gratitude of the 
man might be admitted to compensate 
fqr the defects of the author’s deserts. 
Only two circumstances could have 
added to the sentiments with which 
he received this honour«»-that it had 
been conferred by his lordship and the 
present council, and that his name 
would be recorded as a burgess of 
Edinburgh, on the same day, and on 
the same page, with that of the dis- 
tinguished person who so highly de- 
served that honour.” 

Biftween ten and eleven o’clock at 
the watchman going his rounds 
inTroy Town, Rochester, was alarm- 
ed by the cries of a female, vrhich pro- 
ceeded from the house of Mr G. Peeke, 
The man obtained the assistance of 
some of the neighbours, and forced 
the door : on entering the room from 
whence the cries proceeded, a most 
shocking spectacle presented itself ; 
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they discovered Mrs Peeke lying on 
the floor, her clothes all consunfed to 
tinder, and her flesh burnt to a state of 
blackness. She expired in a few mi- 
nutes. She had been sittipg up for 
her husband, and, it is conjectured, 
had fallen asleep by the fire, when a 
spark caught her clothes, and produ- 
ced the fatal accident. 

6th, — About half past two o'clock 
in the afternoon, a fire broke out at 
the paper-mills of Mr Thomas Horn, 
at Buckland, near Dover, which burnt 
with such fury that by six the whole 
of the mills were consumed, the dwell- 
ing-house in flames, and the roof fall- 
en in : the furniture had previously 
been removed, and no lives w£re lost. 
Every possible assistance was given by 
the military and town's-people, but 
without much effect, 

7th.— -On the evening of the 5th, 
the wife of Mr Mann, who keeps the 
Marquis of Granby public-house in 
Gray's-Inn-lane, left her home, telling 
her husband that she had got an order 
to admit two to the Sans Pareil thea- 
tre, and was going to take a female 
(friend with her. She went off accord- 
ingly, and between ten and eleven 
o'clock a journeyman-baker, whom the 
husband knew, called upon him, and 
told him thauius wife had been taken 
extremely ill, and was» at an apotheca- 
ry's in Fleet-street. He acknowledged 
that Mrs Mann did not take a female 
friend with her to the theatre, as she 
told him, but had taken him, agreeably 
to a promise, that the first order she 
got for a theatre she would take him 
thither. The husband hastened to the 
apothecary's, and found his wife in a 
senseless state. It was the opinion of 
the medical gentlemen attending her, 
that she had either voluntarily taken 
something improper, or that it had 
been administered to her by some other 
person. The account given to Mr 
Mann of the way in which his wife 
came there, was very different from 


that stated by the journeyman baker ; 
and was, that she had been brought to 
the shop from a house of ill fame by 
three men, but that she refused to tell 
where the house was, or who the men 
were. There being no appearance of 
her recovery, her husband took, her 
home in a hackney-coach. Yesterday 
morning the journeyman baker called 
in Gray's-Inn-lane, and enquired of 
Mr Mann how his wife did. He re- 
plied, she was happy, having died at 
three o'clock. The body was after- 
wards examined, and some 
bruises appeared bn various parts of if.* 

Mr Mann attended at Bow-street, 
and stated these mysterious circum- 
stances to Mr Birnie, the magistrate, 
who sent for the journeyman baker 
from Newcastle- street. The man at- 
tended, and persisted in the statement 
he had originally made. He was not 
detained, but was d^^sired to attend 
before the coroner’s inquest, and tell 
every thing he knew relative to the 
death of Mrs Mann. 

Upon a full investigation, it ap- 
peared that this woman, going to the 
theatre with her paramour, was seized 
there with a violent complaint in her 
head, which became of the apoplectic 
kind, and occasioned her death. How 
slie came by the bruises was not ascer- 
tained. The coroner's verdict was. 

Died by the visitation of God," and 
the man was discharged. 

10th, — Among the prisoners which 
arrived at Plymouth from Pampeluna, 
there were forty women, in so wretch- 
ed a state that they were wholly desti- 
tute of the appropriate dress of their 
sex, and were altogether in the most 
extreme wretchedness. T wo ladies, the 
wives of gallant officers attached to the 
navy, with the most humane and ready 
consideration, immediately set on foot 
a subscription, and the result has an- 
swered so well to the benevolent in- 
tentions of the amiable movers, that 
the unhappy sufferers have been amply 
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s'ecured’ frdiii the inclemency of the 
season, and put in a condition of com- 
parative comfort. 

IiiELAi^o.“On the morning of the 
4th, fifty boats,, manned with six men 
each, proceeded from Kilkeel to sea to 
fish ; the sea being calm, the wind light 
and variable,a little snow on the ground; 
and slight snow^ showers. About eleven 
o’clock the day brightened, and shortly 
after the sun had a muddy appearance 
through a heavy cloud ; at the same 
time an unusual ’ swell, accompanied 
with wind, set in from the south, so 
strong, that the inhabitants on shore 
were struck with horror for the ap- 
reaching fate of the men at sea. A- 
out twelve o’clock the boats made 
every exertion to gain the shore at 
Analong. When about half way, a 
dreadful storm, accompanied with a 
heavy snow shower, overtook them. 
On their arrival off the harbour, signals 
were made to prevent them coming in 
there. Two only succeeded in landing 
out of six who made the attempt ; the 
rest met a watery grave. 

The remainder of the boats proceed- 
ed along the shore, and were driven at 
sundty places ; some filled at sea, some 
Were upset, and others dashed to pieces 
on the shore. Mourne has suffered a 
loss of twenty-seven of its inhabitants, 
many of whom have left large and help- 
less families. 

A melancholy accident occurred at 
the house of the Rev. Mr Godschall, 
near Guildford, Surrey, In the even- 
ing, William Humphries, the steward, 
and Mary Woods, one of the maid- 
servants, were missing ; when, after 
some search for them, they were dis- 
covered about ten o’clock, both dead, 
in the dairy. Dr Stedman, of Guild- 
ford, was sent for, and after an exami- 
nation of the bodies, he gave it as his 
opinion that they must have been dead 
at least two hours. It was about seven 
o’clock when they were missed, and 
it is hence inferred that they died in 
about an hour after they entered the 


daily. The cau^tf was miaiiifest ; they 
diedr of suffocation, produced by the 
fum&s of charcoal which wal kept 
burning there. 

14th.-|-The transport Queen, Nq. 
B32, —— Carr, master, had brought 
home 825 sick and invalided *8oldierd» 
63 women, and 58 children, from the 
British army on ^he continent ; besides 
which she had bn board six French 
officers, prisoners of war, and a crew 
of 21 men, making a total of 4^3 per- 
sons. The ship was lying in Carrick 
road, Falmouth, and, we understand^ 
was well moored. At the commence- 
ment of the gale which has been at- 
tended with sneh fatal effects, she was 
obser^d to ride hard, and at abobt 
five o’clock thi^ morning (Friday) she 
parted her cables, and drove ashore on 
Trefusia Point, where, in a short timei 
she was beat to pieces. One hundred 
men and four women with great diffi- 
culty succeeded in getting ashore ; all 
the rest perished with the ship. Thua 
369 souls were, in a few moments, 
hurried into eternity under the most 
awful circumstances! The bodies of 
five men, ten women, and nine children, 
have been washed on shore near Pen- 
ryn, and a great number at Flushing, 
The above soldiers were all artillery- 
men, except about S2f who belonged 
to the SOth regiment of foot. 

The Frost. 

We have collected, and classed to- 
gether, all the particulars of the se- 
vere Frost of the present year. 

15th. — Exeter. — The fall of snow 
in this neighbourhood, since Monday 
evening, is greater than has been re- 
membered for forty years. TJie in- 
convenience and stagnation of busi- 
ness it has occasioned are distressing, 
as no persons venture out but those 
whom necessity compels. The roads in 
all directions are many feet deep with 
snow, so that travelling is partially 
suspended ; the mail and other coaches 
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have been generally impeded, and for 
two day9 tbe London mail was brdught 
from Dorche8t(?r in a chaise with^four 
horses, and did not arrive till thirteen 
hours after the usual time. The roads 
west of this city have been totally im- 
passable for carriages, and the bags 
containing the mails have been convey- 
ed on horses. Several accidents have 
occurred, some of \(^hich were fata}. 
On Wednesday a soldier was found 
dead on Haldon, with twenty-one 
pounds in his pocket ; and yesterday 
three of the Renfrew militia were dug 
out near the same spot, and their bo- 
dies conveyed to Chudleigh- 

Shrewsbury. — Last week, several 
of the West Mi<ldlesex militia, who 
had volunteered fpr foreign service, 
were frozen to. death on their march 
from Nottingham* The unfortunate 
men had been drinking till they were 
intoxicated, and, lying by the road side, 
slept — never to wake again !. 

Plymouth. — On Monday night 
last, our streets and all the roads in the 
neighboqrhood, were inundated by a 
fall of snow, the equal of which is not 
within the recollection of our oldest 
inhabitants. Thp fall averaged full 
twenty inches, which unusual depth 
was formed in little more than six 
hours. Since this event the roads have 
been completefy impaey^able for the 
mail coach and other carriages j and 
there has been no other mode of keep- 
ing up a communication with the me- 
tropolis, Exeter, Bath, ^c. than by 
horses. 

The masses of ice and snow had ac^ 
cumulated in such quantities at Lon- 
dott-bridge, on the upper side yester- 
day, that it was nearly impossible for 
bargee or boats to pass up. 

fpiNBURQU. — The frost continues 
intense, and the fall of snow has been 
so deep in the southern parts of the 
country, that the different mails have 
arrived with difficulty, and much be- 
hind their usual time. 
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10th. — At twelve o^clock on Thurs- 
day night, Fahrenheit's thermometer, 
in the neighbourhood of Glasgow, 
stood at 7 degrees, or 2 $ degrees be- 
low freezing ; and yesterday morning 
at nine, it was at 14 degrees.. 

17th.-— Glouce§tbr.— sThe severi- 
ty of the frost for the last fortnight has 
pot been exceeded by any that has pre- 
ceded it for many years. The mer 
Severn is frozen over, and the is in 
many places sufficiently strong to main- 
tain persons on its syrtace ; indeed, se- 
veral people going toTewkesbury mar- 
ket, on Wednesday last, rode acrost'* 
the ice on horseback, at the Lode, 
near that place. 

On Monday the cold was so intense 
that the thermometer, exposed in a 
north-eastern aspect, stood at IS de- 
grees, which is 19 below the freezing 
pointy Qd the eastern coast, it stood 
as low as 9 and >0 ; a degree of cold 
very unusual in this country. 

Upwards of a hundred bags of let- 
ters had not arrived at the General 
Post-office on Saturday evening, owing 
to the obstructions occasioned on aU 
the roads by the snow. The maiil 
coaches from Glasgow, Portpatrick, 
and Edinburgh, had not reached Car- 
bsle when the letters from thence were 
dispatched on Thursday, nor had the 
mail from Edinburgh to Newcastle ar^ 
rived at the same period. AU the mails 
were due from below Exeter. The 
Holyhead mail arrived in the course of 
Saturday, by dint of the most vigorous 
and uncommon exertions on the part 
of the guards and superin tendants, but 
most of the cross-post bags in that di- 
rection are still due. The drifted snow 
between Bridport and Dorchester pre- 
sented suph a formidable barrier, that 
notwithstanding every possible endea- 
vour was made by the guard and the 
assistants, no passage could be gained 
through it, and after four hours labour, 
the coach yras obliged tp return to 
Bridport. Xhe inconvenience arising 



CHRONICLE. 


. Jan. 18 — 2 ?.] 


iii 


from these delays in the receipt of let- 
ters, begins to be very seriously felt by 
merchants and traders^ who have re- 
mittances in transitu, to take up bills 
and execute orders. 

LivjjiR^oot. — We have now had 
three weeka of the most rigorous frost 
which has been remembered in this 
country for a great number of years. 
On Friday, Fahrenluiit^s thermometer 
stood at 15 degrees (17 below the 
freezing point,) at the Athenaeum ; in 
the country it was no doubt much 
lower,. ^Such a quantity of ice has been 
accumulated in the Mersey, that boats 
cpuld not pass over. Almost every 
kind of labour performed without doors 
is nearly at a stand. 

18th. — Bristol. — The frost con- 
tinues in this city and neighbourhood 
with unusual severity. Our Floating 
Harbour now exhibits quite a novel 
scene : from Cumberland Basin to the 
Feeder, at the bottom of A von- street, 
it is one continued sheet of ice $ and 
for the first time in the memory of 
man, the skaiter made his appearance 
under Bristol bridge. The river Se- 
vern is also frozen over at various 
points, 60 as to bear the weight of pas- 
sengers. 

2Qth. — The brig Venus, of Yar- 
mouth, was driven on shore in a tre- 
mendous gale, half a mile to the south- 
ward of that pier ; her large draught 
of water prevented her approaching 
nearer the land than two hundred 
yards. Every effort to rescue the crew, 
by the ordinary methods, was attempt- 
ed without success. At last the naval 
ofBcer of the signal station brought 
the apparatus invented by Captain 
Manby down to the beach. At the 
second fire, the shot with the line at- 
tached to it was thrown from the mor- 
tar over the vessel. The facility with 
which the crew were then disengaged 
from their danger was admirable. The 
storm was of such extreme severity, 
that if the crew had not been thus sa- 


ved, the poor wretches, supposing 
them to have escaped drowning, must 
hard been frozen to death. 

21 8t.-.-LoNDON .—The great accumu- 
lation of f snow already heaped on the 
ground, and condensed by three or 
four weeks of continued fro*8t, was 
on Wednesday increased by a fresh 
fall, to a height Jiardly known in the 
memory of the oldest inhabitants. The 
cold has been intensely severe, the 
snow during the last fall being accom- 
panied with a sharp wind and a little 
moisture. In many places where the 
houses are old, it became necessary to 
relieve the roofs by throwing off the 
load collected upon them ; and by 
these means the carriage-ways in the 
middle of the streets are made of a 
depth hardly passable for pedestrians, 
while carriages with difficulty^lough 
their way through the mass. The wa- 
ter-pipes being generally frozen, it has 
become necessary for several days to 
afford supplies by opening the plugs 
in the streets ; and the streams thus 
constantly flowing, add to the general 
mass of ice. An enormous increase has 
taken place in the price of coals, in. 
consequence of the river navigation and 
other means of conveyance being so 
greatly impeded. • 

22d. — Leeds. — TliaWnclemency of 
the weather during the last few days 
has been almost unparalleled. All com- 
munication with the metropolis has 
been suspended for two days, neither 
the mail nor any other coach having 
arrived since Thursday. 

All the coaches which left town 
this morning were obliged to return, 
after proceeding two or three miles, 
though they were furnished with an 
unusual number of horses, being unable 
to penetrate through the masses of 
drifted snow. The White Cloth hall 
this morning presented an unusual ap- 
pearance, there being only about seven 
manufacturers, and the same number of 
merchants, in the hall ; a circumstance 
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vrhich has not before occurred since 
the hall was erected. * * 

24th. — The Solway Frith and chan- 
nel towards the Ide of Man, for the 
whole of last week, presented a phe- 
nomenon never before witnessed by the 
oldest inhabitant. While the tide was 
making, all to the northward of Work- 
ington seemed like a large plain cover- 
ed with hillocks of show, and on the 
ebbing of the tide, this scene was ex- 
hibited till the eye met the horizon. 
On Monday last, the revenue boat sta- 
tioned at Whitehaven, made an attempt 
to visit Maryport, to which place it 
got within about a mile, when it was 
enveloped among innumerable lumps 
of ice, some of which were fron* seven 
to ten feet in thickness. The boat was 
obliged to return to Whitehaven. The 
oldest seamen say they never saw such 
a field of ice fas they term it,) but in 
high northern latitudes, or on the banks 
of Newfoundland. 

In consequence of the continued se- 
verity of the weather, the following 
circular letter has been sent to every 
Postmaster in the kingdom ; — 

TO ALL POSTMASTERS. 

General Fost^ojffkei Jan, 21, 

1814. 

It being matter of great import- 
ance to the cojyitry to get the roads 
cleared for his majesty'sfimails, you will 
apply to the overseers of parishes, and 
to the surveyors of highways, as well 
as to any other persons concerned, and 
urge them to employ all the means in 
their power to make the roads passable 
for carriages with as little delay as 
possible. 

Francis Freeling, Sec.” 
Dublin. — Extract of a Letter 
I dp not know when this will reach 
you, as the Holyhead road is closed. 
There were five mails due at the Head 
when the packet sailed yesterday. The 
roads here are still impassable, at least 
for coaches ; 1700 bags of letters were 
at one time due from the different in- 


land towns, but they are now reduced 
to 700. The distress to the mercantile 
world was inconceivable. One notary 
public protested 400 bills in one night, 
some of them on most respectable 
houses. Most of the mails have come 
in on men’s shoulders, they now come 
on horseback. The mails for Belfast 
and Enniskillen left the post-office 
this morning in coaches for the first 
time since the snow. Six coaches came 
in from Naas on Saturday, four of 
them were upset. The streets are im- 
passable, most of them completely^ 
blocked up, the snow being seven or 
eight feet. The oldest person has no 
recollection of half the quantity of 
snow falling in the time. Some medi- 
cal men venture out in carriages, but 
they are soon overturned, as there has 
been no attempt to clear away the 
snow.” 

27th. — ^Yesterday the wind having 
veered round to the south-west, the ef- 
fects of thaw were speedily discernible. 

The fall of the river at London 
bridge has for some days past present- 
ed a scene both novel and interesting. 
At the ebbing of the tide, huge frag- 
ments of ice were precipitated down 
the stream, with great violence, accom- 
panied by a noise equal to the report 
of a small piece of artillery. On the 
return of the tide they were forced 
back again ; but the obstacles opposed 
to their passage through the arches 
w'as so great, as apparently to threaten 
a total stoppage to the navigation of 
the river at this essential point, and 
which probably would have soon taken 
place had the frost continued with un- 
abated severity. 


16th. — A meeting was held at Dum- 
fries on Thursday, for the purpose of 
taking measures to erect a mausoleum 
over the remains of Burns. General 
Dunlop, M. P. for the stewartry of 
Kirkcudbright, the son of the venera- 
bk patroness of the bard, was in the 
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chair, and the meeting was honoured 
with the sanction of the first names in 
the south of Scotland. Considerable 
sums of money have been already rai- 
sed for this national object. 

17th.-— Kelso. — The following de- 
plorable event took place, early on 
Sunday morning, at Mr Oliphant^s 
farm of Eckford : — About 3 o^cIock 
a fire broke out in the dwelling-diouse, 
in which were Mrs Oliphant, her son, 
Mr Henry Oliphant, and Mr Adam 
Archibald of Sharplaw. Before an 
alarnf)«was given, and the inmates were 
awakened, the hoifse was so complete- 
ly on fire, that escape was rendered 
nearly impossible, and Mrs Oliphant 
erished in the flames ! Mr Archibald, 
er nephew, who had got out with 
much difficulty, eager to save his aunt, 
rushed again into the building, and al- 
most instantly perished ; and her son, 
who, wounded and scorched, had made 
his escape by a window, was prevent- 
ed only by the forcible interposition 
of those round him from rushing after, 
and sharing the fate of his mother and 
friend. The house was entirely con- 
sumed, together with all its contents. 
The bodies, in a state scarcely recog- 
nisable, were with much difficulty got 
out in the course of the day. 

i9th. About two o’clock this 

morning an alarming fire was disco- 
vered in Denmark-street, St Giles’s, 
which threatened destruction to the ad- 
jacent neighbourhood, in consequence 
of the difficulty of procuring water, 
the plugs being so completely frozen 
that the firemen were scarcely able to 
produce any impression upon the ob- 
durate ice. One unfortunate female, 
through extreme anxiety for some pro- 
perty which she had left in her apart- 
ments, imprudently lost her life in at- 
tempting to recover it, the roof falling 
in at the moment of the attempt. Five 
houses were completely destroyed. 

This morning an alarming fire broke 
out at Messrs Corbyu and Co.’s, che- 


au 

mists, in Holbom. It began in the Is- 
bofatory, and the whole of that part of 
thi extensive property was entirely 
destroyed ; but fortunately, by the ar^ 
rival oj|^ a number of iire-eii^nes, it 
was prevented extending to tM front 
of the building. • 

24th. — It being reported that a 
house in Half-moon-strect, Piccadilly* 
had been robbea of cash to the amount 
of 5 or 6001. wearing apparel, &c. and 
at the same time wilfully set on fire, 
the following circumstances transpired 
on investigation. The family consist- 
ed of Mr Sturman, the occupier of the 
house, his wife, their child, and one 
female servant. On Tuesday week, 
between one and two o’clock, Mr and 
Mrs S. and child left the house for the 
day, and told the servant she might go 
out for an hour or two during their 
absence. She left the house about four 
in the afternoon, when every thing was 
safe. She returned at eight o’clock in 
the evening, and on opening the street- 
door, she discovered that the house was 
on fire. She gave the alarm, when an 
engine with several firemen arrived, and 
the flames were extinguished. T^e 
house was ascertained to be on fire in 
several different parts. The wainscot 
in the back parlouiion the ground floor, 
the dining-room, aiu^tiie stairs carpet- 
ing from the dining-room to the draw- 
ing-room on the ground-floor, were all 
burnt, or on fire at the same time ; fag- 
gots were found in the kitchen ; pieces 
of wood, quantities of matches, and 
various combustibles, were found in 
different parts, evidently, from the way 
in which they were placed, to assist 
and increase the fire. In March last, 
Mr S. made an insurance at the Globe 
Insurance office, for 30001. on, house- 
hold furniture, &c. From the suspici- 
ous circumstances attending the break- 
ing out of the fire, the conductors of 
that office thought it right that a full 
investigation should take place. For 
this purpose they had Mr and Mrs S. 



EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1814. [Jan. 24. 


with their books and papers brought 
to Bow-street, where they ui^der^nt 
a very deliberate examination. Tney 
were examined separately. Mr S. on 
his examination, said that he<and his 
wife had been married about three 
years ; they had taken the house in 
Half moon-street, and let it ready fur- 
nished. The cash an^ bank-notes he 
had by him for the last two years. He 
could not tell the time he had last exa- 
mined it, nor of what description of 
bank of England notes it was compo- 
sed, but believed there was one or two 
lOOl. notes, and the remainder made 
up of 301. 201. and lOl. notes. These 
he kept in a secretary in his book-case. 
There was also from ten to tvfenty 
pounds in silver, and three half-gui- 
neas. The cash he kept in his wri- 
ting-desk. He was ask^, how it was 
that he kept such a large sum of mo- 
ney in the house without frequently 
examining it to see that it was safe ; 
or that he did not lodge it in a bank- 
ers hands, or purchase into the funds, 
where it would be producing interest ? 
The reason he assigned for keeping 
the money by him for two years was, 
that he had been out of employment 
during that time, and had not put it 
out to interest, because he was afraid 
he should not berable to get it as soon 
as he might want it, as h was his in- 
tention to go into business. He and 
his wife were in the practice of going 
out without leaving any person in the 
house. They had no particular mo- 
tive for leaving the house empty on 
Tuesday ; he went out for the pur- 
ose of meeting with a relation whom 
e expected to arrive from Cambridge. 
His wife and child accompanied him, 
and be«parted with them at her sister's 
in Broad-court, Long- acre, and he 
went on to Clarence row, Hackney, 
to enauire after his aunt Drage ; but 
his relation had not come from Cam- 
bridge. On his return he dined at the 
Telegraph chop-house in Bishopsg^te- 


street, and called for his wife in Broad- 
court, and they got home about nine 
o'clock, when they found their bouse on 
fire. — Mrs Sturman was then brought 
in. She confirmed her husband’s s^^te- 
ment in most particulars ; and stated, 
that she had lived housekeeper and 
her husband steward in a gentleman’s 
family. At that time she had about 
3701. fti 3 per cents, which she gave 
her husband permission to sell out. 
She was asked as to the money they 
had in the house, and, after some ques- 
tioning, agreed in the sum stated by 
her husband, but did not know it of 
her own knowledge, but that he told 
her so. She stated that they let their 
house for ten guineas a week, it having 
very handsome furniture, which had 
cost 14001. or 1500!. all which she 
believed her husband had paid. They 
were b®th questioned as to taking a 
favourite canary bird out of the house 
on Tuesday, which they both denied. 

Mr Denham, the secretary to the 
Globe Insurance office, stated, that he 
had ascertained that a lady, who had 
formerly lodged with them, wished to 
go to their house again, and to enter 
on Tuesday ; but they had declined 
taking her, and she was gone to lodge 
in Piccadilly. Mr D. making a charge 
against them on oath, that he suspect- 
ed them to have been concerned in set- 
ting fire to their house, they were or- 
dered to be detained in custody, and 
to be kept separate. 

On Monday the business underwent 
a further investigation, when Mary 
Wright, their servant, stated, that she 
had been in the prisoner’s service on 
the day of the fire nine days. On the 
Tuesday morning, when her mistress 
came down to breakfast, she told her 
that she and her master were going 
out for the day, and she might go out 
fur a few hours, but to return home at 
lialf-prst eight o’clock in the evening, 
desiring her to take care and secure 
the house properly before she left it. 

10 
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When she was going, her master ask- 
ed her if she knew how to lock and 
unlock the 8treet*^door, it having one 
of Bramah’s patent locks : she tried, 
but could not accomplish it ; he taught 
her to do it ; he told her when she left 
the house to leave a lamp burning in 
the passage, that evil-disposed persons 
might not suppose the house v^s emp- 
ty ; her master went out at one o’clock. 
She did not stay out so late as her mis- 
tress told her ; if she had, there ns no 
doubt but the whole house would have 
been burnt to the*ground. She return- 
ed nearly an hour sooner than she was 
told, which she stated to be twenty 
minutes before eight o’clock. On her 
opening the street-door, she discover- 
ed that the lamp was not burning as 
she left it, but that the house was on 
fire. Captain Kempster’s servant, who 
resides at the next door, assisted her 
with some pails of water, by which, 
together with the exertions of some 
gentlemen, the fire was got out. Du- 
ring her absence, the clothes-horses 
and a pair of wooden steps had been 
brought out of the kitchen, and placed 
against the wainscot of the parlour, 
liear the stairs, with a quantity of 
matches on them. The door-posts 
and other parts of the back -parlour 
were in fiames ; a hat* box filled with 
wood and paper wai near the flames. 
Some dusters, pin-cloths, frocks, and 
other clothes, of the child, and alSo 
some rags, ail of which had been dip- 
ped in turpentine, were strewed in dif- 
lercnt parts of the parlour, passage, 
and stairs. The fire of the staircase 
was distinct from that of the back- 
parlour, and both were burning sepa- 
rately. The front parlour was strew- 
ed with wood, such as is used for light- 
ing fires, in bundles ; but the strings 
were cut, and the wood distributed 
about so as to make a train for the 
fire, mixed with different articles that 
had been dipped in turpentine, and 
matches in different parts. Under all 


t^se tircuTnstanees, the magistrates 
cimmifted Sturman for triali and ad- 
mitted his wife to bail. He was after- 
wards ^tried, convicted, and executed. 

26th. — ^^On Wednesday, Benjamin 
Ratty was indicted for steahng a quan- 
tity of linen from a poor woman named 
Hudson, at Merton. The prisoner^ 
who is only tv^enty-three years of age> 
kas already served one seven years on 
board the hulks, wanting only sil 
months, which part of his sentence 
had been remitted by the crown, and 
which six months expired this day^ 
when he was again convicted, and sen- 
tenced to another year’s servitude on 
boasd the hulks. After the chairman 
had pronounced the sentence of the 
court, the prisoner addressed him as 
follows “ My lord, if I escape from 
the hulks, and that I can do once with- 
in a month, I will be the death of that 
d — d old rascal Tibbalds, [the consta- 
ble of Tootingv who apprehended him,] 
who deserves hanging more than I do.’* 
The chairmab thanked him for his can- 
did declaration, but assured him at the 
same time that most particular attention 
should be paid to him, aiftT^l^ry pos- 
sible precaution used to prevent his car- 
rying his meditated escape into effect. 

30th. — The fSlqwing observations 
on the most# reniarKable frosts ujpon 
record, ever felt in Great Britain, since ' 
the commencement of the tenth centu- 
ry, may be a matter of curiosity and 
amusement to many of our readers - 
In the year 908 most of the rivers in 
England were frozen over. In 923 tht. 
Thames frozen over at Lime* house 
weeks. In 998 the Thames frozen five 
weeks. A frost on Midsummer-day 
1095, so intense, that all the corn and 
fruits in the kingdom were destroyed* 
In 1063 the Thames frozen 14 weeks. 
A frost in England ( with a very fc^^r 
days thaw) from November 1075, to 
April 1076. From November 14th, 
1433, to February 10th, 1434, the ri- 
Thames was frozen below bridge 
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to Gravesend. A 18 w^ks frostfin 
1683 ; and another in 171.5. * * 

An inquest sat on the body of Mr 
James Clement, of Mere, Wilp, who 
was killed by a most melancholy acci- 
dent. It 'appeared that the deceased 
went shooting the day before with Mr 
James Glover, of Mere, and that while 
pursuing their sport, Glover fell into 
some deep water, and called to his 
friend Clement to assist him, who im- 
mediately took hold of the muzzle of 
Glover^s gun, in order to pull him out 
of the water ; but w^hile in the act of 
this assistance, the gun went off, and 
its contents entered Clement’s left 
breast, who instantly fell, exclaiming 
Lord, have mercy upon me I” and 
died in about five minutes. He has 
left a widow and two children. The 
jury brought in a verdict — Accident‘s 
aUy shot. 


FEBRUARY. 

1 St.— The Thames, between Black- 
fmrs and Lond<STi 'bridges, continued 
to present the novel scene of persons 
moving on the ice jn all directions, 
and in greatly increased numbers. The 
ice, however, from its rctughness and 
inequalities, is totally unfit for amuse- 
ment, though we observed several 
booths erected upon it for the sale of 
small wares ; but the publicans and 
spirit-dealers were most in the receipt 
of custom. The whole of the river 
opposite Queenhithe was completely 
frozen over ; and in some parts the 
ice was several feet thick, while in 
others •It was dangerous to venture 
upon ; notwithstanding which, crowds 
of foot passengers crossed backwards 
and forwards throughout the whole of 
the day. We did not hear of any 
lives being lost 5 but many who ven- 
tured too far towards Blackfriars 
bridge were partially immersed in thy 

\ 


water by the ice giving way. Two 
coopers were with difficulty saved. 

2d.— Edinburgh. — An action was 
tried in the Court of Session, btonght 
by John Cooper, schoolmaster of the 
parish of Dafmeny, against the Rev. 
J . Greig, minister of the same. The 
libel stated, that ** the defendant ha- 
ving conceived causeless ill-will against 
the prosecutor, did, on Sunday, March 
17 , 1811, read from the pulpit of the 
parish church of Dalmeny, in the hear- 
ing of the congregation, a writtqp pa- 
per, containing mady false and scan- 
dalous charges against the prosecutor, 
concluding with a declaration that he 
was no longer the schoolmaster of the 
parish, and that the office was vacant.’’ 
The court having declared the libel 
proved, the prosecutor said he had 
brought the action to clear his cha- 
racter, and had no desire to make it a 
source of personal emolument, and 
therefore, out of motives of compassion 
to the defendant and his family, did 
not wish for pecuniary reparation. 
The court, in pronouncing Judgment, 
declared the libel to be malicious and 
unprovoked ; the censure therein con- 
tained unjust and unfounded ; out of 
the due course of ecclesiastical disci- 
pline, and therefore highly illegal; that 
they would have awarded damages to 
a large amount ; but, in consideration 
of the request of the prosecutor him- 
self, they modified the damages to 
twenty-two guineas, with full costs* 
The expences were afterwards taxed 
at 407 pounds, for which a decree was 
pronounced against the defendant. 

6th.— The ice in the river Tyne, 
which had been so long frozen over, 
both above and below Newcastle- 
bridge, gave way to the genial thaw, 
which commenced on the 4th, and no 
damage was sustained by the shipping 
in the river, notwithstanding the im- 
mense thickness of the ice. It will be 
a memorai5le circumstance in the local 
history of the country, that so large 
4 
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and rapid a river ahould have been 
frozen to the thickness of twenty 
inches ; and the Antiquarian Society 
of Newcastle have recorded the event 
on vellniDi as a document to be rdFer- 
red to* 

7th»-^A melancholy accident bap^ 
pened on Friday evening, near Wind- 
sor. A large Henfey Wge was on 
its way full of coaljiy Md dragged by 
twelve remarkably ftte horses, the 
property of Mr Wmch of Shepperton. 
There ;were two men on the horses, 
one on the second, *and the other on 
the last but one. The water being re- 
markably high in certain parts, a little 
before they came into Datchett-reach, 
the fore horse stepped too much to 
the right, fell into the river, and drag- 
ged the first man and eight horses af- 
ter him, who were all unfortunately 
d,rowned. The other man saved him- 
self and three of the horses by having 
the presence of mind to jump off dad 
unchain them from the other. 

Died at Tweedmouth, on the 8th of 
January, James Robinson, commonly 
called Jemmy and Cuddy DumpSf aged 
94*, an eccentric character, and WcH 
known in Berwick. — He was a drum<» 
major at the battle of Prestonpans, in 
17^6, and was highly offended when 
told that he ran away on that day. 
He gained his livelihood by driving 
coals and sand — he slept in the same 
apartment with his asses, and had not 
lain on a bed for the last 32 years. 

9th. The celebrated Mrs Mary 

Anne Clarke was brought up to re- 
ceive sentence in the court of King’s 
Bench, for an infamous libel on Mr 
Fitzgerald, Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer for Ireland* She had suffered 
judgment to go by default* The libel 
was contained in a letter addressed to 
that gentleman, and published as a 
pamphlet. The Attorney-General, in 
support of the prosecution, charac- 
terii^ed the libel as a most flagrant at- 
tempt to extort money j the writer de- 


clad^g tlat she woidd not in- 

gratitude^ or neglect of promiwb given 
to dape or cajole her, to go un|>u- 
nished^/and announcing, by way of 
hint, the publication of some volumea 
of letters, to be followed by others 
as « circumstances required.” Mr 
Broughmn addrg»s^d the court in mi- 
tigation of p^inishmeue^Mr Justice 
Le Bknc then pas^ the judgment 
cif Ibe loouri:,~That Mrs Clarke be 
confined nine months in the Marshal- 
sea, and give securities in 4001. to keep 
the peaqs for three years ; and that 
William Mitchell, aged 70, who had^ 
at the request of his friend’s son, put 
his name to the libel, as printer, with<* 
out receiving any emolument there- 
from, but who had Refused to give up 
the name of those who had made a 
tool of him, be imprisoned in the same 
gaol four months. 

1 ] th.— The passengers in the Prince 
Regent coach, from Edinburgh to 
Glasgow, observed a woman lying in 
the road, at the foot Airdrie Hill, 
about a mile west from Airdrie, ap- 
parently lifeless. O n ^yrfati Dtr. Jirona 
the carriage, they informed by 
two labourers, who came running 
across the fields, and arrived just as 
the coach stopiMig^at they saw a 
man, who had jftocec^ed east the road, 
striking the woman, out were prevent- 
ed from securing him by the Monk- 
land canal interveiring between them 
and him. The woman at first appear- 
ed to be dead, and was much cut on 
the right cheek, bleeding very pro- 
fusely, but signs of animation returned, 
and she was left in the hands of the 
two labourers, who humanely began 
to take her to a house, when the cdach 
proceeded on its journey. It was sup- 
posed that the wretth, after having 
beat the woman in this shocking man- 
ner, had robbed her, as he had been 
observed, a few minutes before the 
coach stopped, walking towards Air- 
driel with a bundle under his arm. 
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LoNDO»r.^The tlaw liiiich 
commenced on Wednesday’ the iJSth 
January, did not continue longer than 
thd Saturday following, whefn its pro- 
gress was arrested by a sharp frost 
which set in on that night. The thaw 
had sent such aiquantity of ice down 
the river as coinplcl;ply to^choak up 
the Thames between Blackfriara and 
London bridges $ and the renewed 
frost so united the vast masses as to 
render it knmoveable by the tide. On 
Monday, January 31, several adven- 
turous persons of light weight cross- 
ed the river, and their example was 
fcdlowed by a multitude of boys,Vnany 
of whom, from the rottenness *of the 
connecting ice, particularly near Black- 
friars bridge, did not escape with- 
out an unwelcome immersion. After 
that period, the ice between the two 
bridges presented the novel scene of 
thousands of persons moving on the 
ice in all directions. Midway between 
the two bridges, and nearly opposite 
Q;aeenhithe, above thirty booths were 
erected, for the sale of porter, spirits, 
ging'*rbj'i?ad,. &c. Skittles were play- 
ed by several paHies, and the drinking 
tents filled by females and their com- 
panions, dancing -reels, while others 
•at round lai*^ .fires, drinking mm, 
grog, and other soirits.* Several trades- 
men also attended, selling books, toys, 
and trinkets of every description. Se- 
veral printers, having brought their 
presses, pulled off various impressions, 
which they sold for a trifle. Among 
the paths for the convenience of per- 
ambulation, the principal was digni- 
fied with the appellation of the City 
Road. The booths extended down 
to London bridge, under the centre 
arches of which numerous spectators 
were to be seen. The watermen and 
coal-heavers did not fail to benefit by 
this curiosity 5 as the progress of the 
visitors was much facilitated by their 
simple inventions at the different stairs 
and elsewhere, and they were at mhch 


trdublc to beat footways in different 
directions. On Thursday, February 3 , 
a sheep was roasted, ot rather burn^, 
over a charcoal fire, in a large iron 
pan. The admission to the booth 
where this culinary skill was displayed, 
was 6 d. per head. The ice from its 
roughness and inequalities, having been 
in many places covered several feet 
with snow, war totally unfit for skait^ 
ing or sliding.:'— The tide, from the 
obstruction at London bridge, did not 
ebb for some days more than half the 
usual marks. On Thurday the 3d, a 
plumber, named Davies, attempting to 
cross near Blackfriars bridge, with 
some lead in his hand, sunk between 
two masses of ice, and rose no more. 
On the 5 th instant, a thaw again took 
lace ; and Kingston bridge, which 
ad been built upwards of 300 years, 
gave way by the consequent pressure 
of the ice. Between high and low 
pier it sunk near three feet, which ren- 
dered it impassable for carriages. The 
frost again set in on the 1 1 th, and con- 
tinued very sharp ; but the snow ha- 
ving been removed, the inconvenience 
is by no means so great as it was in 
the last month. 

Dublin.— About five p.m. a meet- 
ing took place on the beach, at Sandy- 
mount, near Dublin, between Coun- 
sellor Hatchell, seconded by Mr F ^ 

and Mr Morley, of Molesworth-street, 
an attorney, seconded by Mr C— . 
Mr Morley fired first without effect, 
when his fire was returned by Mr 
Hatchell, and the ball kit Mr Morley 
on the hip, took a direction through 
the kidneys, and killed him instantly. 
The circumstances which led to this 
unhappy event are as follows In the 
hall of the Four Courts, Mr Morley 
addressed himself to Mr Hatchell, re^ 
quiring him to acknowledge that part 
of the report of a trial which took 
place in August last, which appeared 
in a public print of that month, and 
in which both parties were profession* 
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ally concerned^ ** waa a falsehood.” 
Mr Hatcbell would not comply with 
the requisition ; upon which Mr Mor- 
ley called Mr Hate hell by a very op- 
probrious name, which drew from Mr 
Ilatchell a retort that Mr Morley was 
a liar. Mr Morley immediately struck 
the barrister, and a challenge ensued- 
ISth*— -L ondon— This morning, 
about six o’clock, a dreadful dre broke 
cut in the custom- hou^e,; in Lower 
Thames-street, which burnt with great 
fury, and, in a few hours, destroyed 
that old but useful pile, of building- 
Upon the first alarm, the brother of 
Miss Ke lly, the housekeeper, (Colonel 
Kelly, late of the Guards,) who occ^ 
sionaily slept there, hurried to his sis- 
ter, and found her in such a senseless 
state from the fright, that it was with 
extreme difficulty he could drag her 
out almost naked- The engines ar- 
rived soon after seven o’clock. About 
eight the flames had obtained so great 
an ascendancy, that all attempts to 
save the custom house were abandon- 
ed. The exertions of the firemen and 
others employed were then directed to 
the warehouses and other buildings on 
both sides of the street, when a report 
was circulated that many barrels of 
gunpowder were depubited in the 
vaults, and that cofjsequently an ex- 
plosion might soon be expected. This 
report had neatly a magical effect. 
All withdrew to a distance, both fire- 
men and spectators. At half- past nine 
the report which had been circulated 
was confirmed not to have been an idle 
one. The explosion of about two bar- 
rels and a half of gunpowder was tre- 
mendous- The shock was distinctly 
felt on the Royal Exchange, and by 
persons who came to London by the 
Whitechapel- road ; it was felt four 
miles in that direction- Many of the 
buckets were carried as far as Bil- 
lingsgate ; and one man was hurt or 
kiued by two bricks falling On hi# 
VOL. Vll. DART* II* f 


head- ffhe pncUMiOtt spread devasta-^ 
tion aAnindlhe neighbourhood, break*^ 
ing many windows in Cannon-street, 

^ Eastcheap,! and the adjoining streeta^^ 
* and exciting in the breasts of the iuha« 
bitants apprehensions of the complete 
destruction of that tjuarterof the city. 

By one o’clock the whole of the 
custom*>house and the adjoining ware- 
houses were completely reduced to 
aslies $ and the food of the fiames ha- 
ving been at that side exhausted, the 
attention of the firemen and their aa«« 
sistants was directed to other quarters;^ 
where they were enabled to render the 
most effectual assistance, and before 
three, alkfear of the further extenrioo 
of the Barnes had subsided- 

Ten houses opposite the custom- 
house were burnt down by two o’clock# 
Among them were Holland’s Coffee- 
house, the Rose and Crown, and York- 
shire Grey public-houses, and the 
King’s Arms public- house much da* 
maged, 

A female servant of Miss Kelly 
jumped out of a two-pair of stair# 
window ; she was much liurt, and c^r*. 
ried to St Thomas’s Hospital" in a 
lifeless state* 

The books and papers of the Search- 
ers’ offire, on the quaj^yere saved ; 
they were conveyed out of the win- 
dows, and put on board a lighter lying 
alongside. In the surveyor’s office 
some books were preserved ; but in 
the secretary’s office, from being so 
close to the storekeeper’s apartments, 
few, if any, documents were saved, and 
consequently the bonds in the coast- 
bond office were lost. In the long 
room, the objects «o important in a 
national point of view, the books and 
some of the documents of the collec- 
tor outwards, were saved ; but it it 
feared that tho^e belonging to the col- 
lector inwards arc lost. These docu- 
ments were many of them of great 
age. 
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The actual loia to gov/rnmcnt bf 
the sudden destructioh of me cmstom* 
house cannot be calcula^d; books, 
bonds, debentures, pearls, coral, valua- 
ble property of every deeefiption, and 
securities of all kinds, have been con- 
aumed« Business is .and must remain 
quite at a stand for some lime ; nu* 
merous vessels re^dy to sail cannot 
clear out, and consequently the injury 
to the mercantile world will be most 
severe and distressing* The private 
property lost within the buildings is 
very considerable j several gentlemen 
bad left large sums of money in their 

. desks, ready to make payments on the 
following day* One individual has 
lost upwards of six thousand pounds 
in bank-notes, which will be irrecover- 
able, as the memorandum of the num- 
bers was in the desk with the notes, 
and met the same fate« 

A very fine collection of pictures 
was also lost, which the commissioners 
bad permitted a gentleman to leave in 
deposit till it would be convenient for 
bim to pay the duties, amounting to 
15001. 

^ /fhe first custom-house built in 
Liondon" w^in 1559, !225 years ago j 
it was burnt down in 1715, and re- 
built the same -year ; and it was on 
Saturday, the ^^h of February, again 
totally consumed by fire. The first 
custom-house, therefore, stood 159 
years ; the second, which was burnt 
on Saturday, stood 96 years* 

14th i — ^Dumfries. — Mr Bagshaw, 
a respectable dealer in china, glass, 
and earthen ware, escaped from his 
lodgings, about eight o*clock, in a 
state of delirium, and wandering to 
the dock, before his friends could 
trape him, fell into the Nith ; an acci- 
dental passenger heard the fatal plunge, 
and hastened to the spot from whence 
the sound proceeded, when he disco- 
vered the shoes of the unhappy man 
upon the bank* Diligent search was 
immediately made for him, but owing 


to the darkness of the night, the body 
was not found till day-light next morn- 
ing. 

16th.-*The remains of Mrs Wright, 
late prioress of the nunnery at Can- 
berne, were interred iuMaugan church ; 
on which occasion a procession of the 
nuns of that institution took place, in 
the following order 

females, drased in white, with 
:> ^ng white veils* 

The cbifin, earned by eight mins, in the 
full dress Of their order, and wearing 
lon||; black veils* * 

Twelve nuns, with lighted tapers, chaunt- 
ing a funeral dirge. 

The nuns accompanied the remains of 
their late superior no further than the 
church -yard j when the corpse was 
borne to the grave by the ladies who 
had preceded it, the nuns returning 
immediately to the nunnery. A con- 
siderable number of spectators assem- 
bled to witness the novel exhibition* 
Slst.— On Friday night, the Royal 
Exchange Coffee-house, Edinburgh, 
was alarmed with the appearance of fire 
from the floors below the one possessed 
by Messrs Bell and Bradfute, booksel- 
lers, and the other lately occupied by Mr 
’ Thomson, gunmaker* Upon making 
search for the cause of alarm, a pri- 
vate still was discovered, which to ap- 
pearance had not been at work for half 
an hour. Mr Macewen and servants, 
on entering the house (being the ground 
floor of the exchange) were told by a 
person, who rushed past them, and 
who has not been discovered, that the 
fire was put out. Information was 
lodged, and the apparatus seized by 
the officers of excise the following 
morning. 

22d* — London. — ^The Berenoer 
Hoax. — Never, perhaps, was greater 
agitation produced in the metropolis 
by any foreign news, than was yester- 
day occasioned by a fraud of the most 
impudent and nefarious description. 
An express arrived from Dover, cum- 
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miinicataflg ioformtlon# tlbat aiii olSceff 
apparemtly of the French had 
landed eatly in the morning at that 
port from Fi^ce« who announced in 
the most positive terms, the d^b of 
Buonaparte, .whether in battle, or by 
assassination, or otherwise, the pibrsona . 
at Dover opuld not leanr ; but they 
stated, that the French . 

proceeded on his way to 
dispatches for ]^ovenimeht''on'^it^‘;Wh*„ 
ject. This st^texneh^^piiii^b^ 

6elf, and ^attehdcd' cir* 
cumstances oF es to the 

mode of its conWyai^ih obtain* 
ed belief. The 'stOck^^change was 
instantly in a bviflitle.; ; Odminm, which 
opened at 9,7i% rapidly rose to $S. 
Vast sums were sold in the course of 
the day,*— not less, it is supposed, in 
all, than half a miUioo ; but at length 
the non*arrival of the pretended French 
officer began to throw discredit on the 
tale. Omnium gradually declined, and 
finally closed at The evening 

passed away without arty communica- 
tion whatever to government j and it 
became therefore evident, that the 
wholes: a most infamous piete of 

swindling* 

The persons at Dover, who Wer^ 
first concerned in twwi^niitting the false 
intelligence to Dbndon, and whf, of 
Course, feel it incumbent on them to 
exonerate themselves from the charge 
of participating in so infamous a trans- 
action, have issued the following state- 
ment That in the middle of Sunday 
night, a person, dressed as an ofiBcer, 
walked from the beach of Dover to- 
wards the town, and meeting with a 
watchman, enquired of him the way 
to the Ship inn, to procure a post- 
chaise and horses for town. The pre- 
tended officer was a tall dark man, 
dressed in scarlet and gold, with a 
large star on his breast, the coat turn- 
ed up with green, and he wore a large 
sword by his side* He feigned to be 
much fatigued, and his beard was Very 


lobg^ ^ aollectti^ .of the eustoms 
ivas npeh that ^ warimt 

ealleu frax| hts bed to eximtne the 
officer* Beforethe unpostdr proceed^ 
ed oh hk jbumey he addressed a letfcet 
to Admiral Foley, to the purport, that 
he had ordered his boat's cfew to 
France, and repeated the politeneta 
of the admiral, th^case they should be 
intercepted by any of the British 
Oruiiers, that the meh might be pro* 
perly treated^ and sent to France with* 
out losi'of time* To this epistle be 
subscribed the name of Colonel De 
Burgh. No boat, however, was seeni 
and It is presumed he was not landed 
from any, but that hS$ clothes had 
been putpc^ly made Wet, to induce a 
belief thatit was flrom the spray of ikt 
sea. For evefry tWhg he had, and 
even at the turnpikes, he offered Na* 
poleons for change* How near ho 
approached town in Un officer's garb 
does not appear. This pretended Co* 
lonel Was supposed to have entered 
Dover on Sunday monung,by the road 
leading from town* Such a person^ 
with a companion, was met in a post* 
chaise and tour* A landlord of one of 
the inns at Rochester,* was seen^ in tho 
company of the suspected person $ and 
he will of course ^ required to give 
some account of his^iapanion. Be* 
sides the principal pl^acted at Dover, 
there was a sort of under oOe, connect* 
ed with it ; the scene of which lay at 
Northfleet. This was deemed expe* 
dient, it would seem, in case the Dover 
scheme should nusearrv* About five 
oMock oil the Monday morning a 
patty arrived at Northfleet in a six-* 
oared cutter* They called up a Mr 
Sandoii, to request that he would ac* 
company two of theip to l;owrt,/who 
represented themselves to be ^messen* 
gets from France^ to cornmunicaps the 
death of BuOUapaite, and the hoiaiing 
of the Bourbon standard Ju 
They were decorated with white cock* 
a^, and horses with ^ They 
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told Sandon that they fitsf pro- 
ceed to the Lord Mayor, jand,» as if 
with that intention, they ?:ook their 
route through the city« Their progress 
was greatly impeded l^y the*mob, who 
stopped them at every short distance* 
Pretending to recollect themselves on 
a sudden, they said it might be deem- 
ed disrespettnil by the government, if 
they did not fir^t communicate with 
the ministers ; and then, as if for that 
purpo.se, they ordered the post-boys 
to Downing-street. Before they reach- 
ed this destination, however, they dis- 
charged the chaise, and got rid oi their 
companion, supposing, no doubt, that 
their purpose had been already, answer- 
ed.'* 

S^th.-— The Chancellorship of the 
University of St Andrew’s having be- 
come vacant by the departure of his 
Royal Highness the Duke of Cam- 
bridge from Britain, and his residence 
in Hanover, the Senatus Academicus 
have elected Lord Viscount Melville 
their Chancellor, and Conservator of 
their privileges. 

25tbt — DuKt>£:£* — Two faithful lo- 
Vers'wejpe uuited.in the hymeneal bands 
on Monday, after a courtship and se- 
paration ol more than ordinary length. 
The happy husbafid had just returned 
with honourable oCars , and spoils from 
the sea, where, in his country’s service, 
he had spent the last 25 years of his 
life, without having once seen or writ- 
ten to, or received a letter from, his 
love. The disconsolate lady, now the 
blithesome bride, in the meantime sup- 
ported herself with the wages of ho- 
nest industry. About the middle of 
last week, she was astonished and de- 
lighted at the re-appearance of her 
long-lost sailor, whose first care on re- 
turning to this, his native place, was 
to disco ver the mistress of his youthful 
affee titans. We need not say with what 


raptures she listened to the renewal of 
his suit. The banns of marriage were 
proclaimed on Sunday, the nuptials 
weri celebrated on the day following, 
and the parties are now solacing them- 
selves with a matrimonial pleasure- 
jaunt.— Their ages are alike, and, uni- 
ted, amount to 106. 

dOMICVLTVjRAt JREPORT* 

The past month commenced with 
the heaviest mist and thickest fog ever 
remembered in this country, and wliich 
lasted a longer time than fogs or mists 
are accustomed to hover over the Bri- 
tish islands. To this weather succeed- 
ed the most severe and intense frost, 
and prodigious falls of snow ever re- 
collected, which have impeded the pur- 
suits of agriculture through nearly the 
whole of last month. The farmer has 
never been more completely excluded 
from field-employ by the extremes of 
weather, the snow lying too deep to 
adroit of the accustomed winter im- 

f )rovement8 of the soil. It has also 
ocked up from consumption '^e green 
products of the earth, and cauaedlarge 
draughts to be made upon the dry 
food in the farm-yard. These urgent 
demands have directed the farmer’s at- 
tention more to his barn-employ than 
in any preceding season. 

The covering of snow will, however, 
be very beneficial to the wheat crops, 
which generally stood in need of a 
check to their luxuriance ; and the fal- 
lows will receive an ample share of be- 
nefit from the same cause, producing 
fine and friable moulds for the ap- 
proaching seed season. 

Cattle crops, turnips, cabbage, &c. 
arc in an uncertain state, dependent 
upon the thaw, for the degree of da- 
mage they may sustain ; and, as usual, 
very few growers have had the precau- 


^ The farther particulars of this fraud Will be found under the dates at which the 
successive facts of its tlevelopcment took place. 
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tion to draw and stack any part of 
their roots. 

The wool markets in general look- 
ing upwards, but coarse long wool 
^much in request, and dearer than at 
any former period. Cattle and pig mar- 
kets, both fat and store, scantily sup* 
plied, and extremely dear. Cows dear- 
er, horses somewhat cheaper, particu- 
larly of the cart kind, in some degi^ 
to be attributed to the rational mum 
of many farmers to the ox labour, and 
the consequent expectation that it is 
about to become geieral, one of the 
greatest objects of national and indivi- 
dual economy. 


MARCH. 

Ist.— This day, the government of 
the Royal Bank of ScoUand was vest- 
ed in the following noblemen and gen- 
tlemen 

Hiri Grace the Duke of Buccleuch anil 
Queensberry, Governor. 

Gilbert Innes, Esq. of Stow, Deputy-Go- 
vernor. 

Ordimr^ Directors — Robt. Scott Mon- 
creiff, John Campbell, R.G., William Mac- 
donald, William JiapGis&y, Janies Dundas, 
Charles Selfcrig, Hu^h Warrender, Alex- 
ander Bonar, and Alexander Duncan, 

JSxtraorduiart/ Directors— Lord Advo- 
cate, Janies Perrier, Robert Allan, Henry 
Erskine, Peter Free, William Creech, Ba- 
ron Hepburn, James Bruce, and Henry 
Glassford. 

A proclamation, issued by General 
Prevost, announces, after long forbear- 
ance, a severe retaliation on the Ame- 
ricans for their inhuman mode of war- 
fare in their d.ifferent invasions of Ca- 
nada ; especially for their having, in 
the midst of a severe Canadian winter, 
wgintonly burnt the beautiful village of 
Newark, and turned out four hundred 
helpless women and children to all the 
severity of the season, without shelter, 
and without a remnant of property. 


The qase & maje opt with the utmost 
distifi^tne8| against the Amaicans, not 
only in thi|, but in a number of other 
instances, Sandwich, at the settle- 
ments on %he Thames, at York, and 
at Fort George. Sir George earnest- 
ly deprecates this mode of warfare | 
but he justly observes, that since it 
has been so long persevered in by the 
enemy, retaliation becomes an imperi- 
ous duty. He has, therefore, ordered 
the vilWes of Lewiston, Black Rock, 
and Buffalo, to be burned ; at the same 
time declaring, that he will no longer 
pursue a system of warfare so revolt- 
ing to his own feelings, and so uncon- 
genial to the British character, unless 
forced to it by the future measures of 
the enemy. , 

The Endymion, Statira, and Loup- 
cervier, British ships, lately challenged 
the United States, Macedonian, and 
Hornet, American, to single combat 
—this the Americans accepted } but 
Admiral Cockburn has disapproved 
of the challenge, as erroneous in prin- 
ciple, by allowing private feelings to 
originate a contest which ought to 
be undertaken wholly upon., public, 
grounds. 

There is now living in Glencalvie, 
parish of Kincardme, Ross-shirc, a. 
man named Ale^andw.^*tim*pbcn, alias 
Iverach, aged, according to accounts 
which may be regarded as correct, al- 
though no record existed then in the 
parish, 115 years, being born in the 
year 1699. He was a stout lad at the 
time of the death of Baron David Rost 
of Balnagown, which was in 171 1 » ^nd 
was one of a militia raised by William 
Lord Ross, who succeeded. He is vi- 
gorous still, in full possession of his 
faculties, and is highly entertaihin|r 
with anecdotes of the exploits of his 
former years. He comes down occa- 
sionally to visit the minister of the pa- 
rish, and Mr Ross of Aldie, whose 
lady is remarkably attentive to this 
har^y veteran, and can accomplish the 
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journey (about 11 lafleg) case, 
in a day. Last year he wcbt from liis 
own house to Tain in one day (26 
iniles. ) His breast and nc|:k are for 
the most part exposed to the blast, 
however cold, and he walks in his kilt, 
hose, and plaid, and his statf across his 
breast, with as firr^ a step as many 
who are only half his age. He is on 
the poor list, but the funds of the pa- 
rish are not able to afford an adequate 
support to t(^is cheerful and hardy 
Highlander. 

3d.- A salmon, weighing 601b. 11 oz. 
avoirdupois, was taken at one of the 
fishing waters in the Tweed, belonging 
to the Old Shipping Company. It 
measured four tect four inches long, 
and two feet five inches girth, and was 
sold for five guineas and a half, 

Glasgow. — This evening, about 
half-past tour o’clock, the north wall 
of the south wing of a large hsuse in 
Saltmarket -street suddenly gave way, 
amd fell down with a tremendous crash. 
By thi» catastrophe, the principal part 
of five stories, occupied by nine fami- 
lies, and the garrets above, occupied 
as a priuting-housf, were instantane- 
ously converted into u heap of rubbish, 
and a number of tLjjc unfortunate inha- 
bitants buriedAi*4|]i^ ruin^ ! The scene 
was distressing beyond description, and 
the cries of the unhappy sufferers were 
distinctly heard f rom among the wreck. 
The most prompt assistance, however, 
was given by the crowdof people whom 
the fatal occurrence had drawn toge- 
ther, and many of whom, at the risk 
of their own lives, lent their aid to- 
wards the preservation of those who 
were more immediately within reach. 
S^vei*al pers:>n8 were thus humanely 
saved from the fate which every mo- 
ment threatened them by the over- 
hanging ruins. Ladders were now 
procured, and several of the unfortu- 
Date' inhabitants were taken down from 
windows, See, to which they had clung 
at the moment of the fall, Tlip faljf of 


the house is attributed to sefltne altera- 
tions that were making in the ground- 
floor ; and several families had removed 
that day, from an apprehension of im- 
mediate danger, which fortunately ren- 
dered the actual casualties fewer. 

TH* king’s health. 

“ IVincUor Casi/e, March 5 . 

Mriesty continues under the full 
influenoe of his disorder, hut his bodily 
health is good, and his Majesty has pass- 
ed the last month in an uniform state of 
tranquillity. 

Henry Halford. 

** M. Baillte. 

W. Hebeuden. 

J. Willis. 

H. Willis.” 

Proclawation p / Monsieur j on entering 
France^ March 6, 18H. 

** We, diaries Philip of France, son 
of Fi-ance, Monsieur, Count d’Ar-. 
tois, brother to the king, and Lieu- 
tenant General of the kingdom. 

To all Frenchmen, greeting. 

Frenchmen ! The day of your re- 
demption is arrived ; the brother of 
your king is in the midst of you ; — • 
he comes to rear again the ancient ban- 
ner of the lilies in the heart of France* 
and to announce to you the return of 
happiness and peace, and the restora- 
tion of law and public liberty under a 
protecting government. No conque- 
ror, no war, no conscription, no con- 
solidated taxes, any longer ! At the 
voice of your sovereign, your father* 
may your misfortunes be wiped off by 
hope, your errors by forgiveness, and 
your dissentions by the union to be 
effected, for which he is your security. 
He burns with desire to fulfil the pro- 
mises he has made to you, which he 
this day solemnly renews, and by his 
love and benevolence to render happy 
the moment which, bringing him bact 
to his subjects, restores him to his chil- 
dren. — Vive !e RoL'* 

Ttlii—* We regret to state the me-^ 
lancholy loss of the sm^ck Lord Dim- 
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das Packet, X.elak, of Aberdeen, with 
all on beard, on Rattra-head. The 
%ord Dundas sailed from Aberdeen, 
for Fraserburgh, on Monday afternoon 
lart, with nearly a full cargo of valua- 
ble goods, as also the rigging and ma^ 
teri^s for a new vessel ; and after ha- 
ving, as is supposed, kept to windward 
during the hard gale from the south- 
ward the same night, had, in the calna 
which succeeded on Tuesday with a 
heavy sea on the coasts been driven on 
the fatal rocks of Rattra*head, where 
the vessel was fto doubt immediately a 
total wreck. The crew consisted of 
four persons, two of whom have left 
helpless young families, for whose re- 
lief, we understand, subscriptions have 
heen opened ; and there were also on 
board, the wife of a shipmaster and 
her child, passengers, the body of the 
latter of which has been cast ashore. 
One pipe and two hogsheads of wine, 
some casks of porter, and several sacks 
of flour, have been saved ; and hopes 
are entertained, that more of the car- 
go, and part of the materials of the 
vessel, may be recovered. 

A patent has been recently granted 
for a machine to facilitate the opera- 
tions of printing. The objects of the 
machine are, precision, speed, and the 
saving of skill, labour, and expetice* 
It abrogates almost all the former ap- 
paratus of the press, and the prepara- 
tions of the types ; performs by its 
own action the several parts of fur- 
nishing, distributing, and communica- 
ting the ink, and giving the pressure. 
At its ordinary rate, 16 sheets a mi- 
nute are discharged by it ; and indeed 
its velocity is only limited by the power 
of placing and removing the sheets, 
which are all the manual assistances 
required. The machine has been ex- 
hibited to the syndics of the press at 
Cambridge, and was examined during 
three days this week by most of the 
principal members of the University ; 
and on receiving the report of their 


depud^tion (Dean Milner, master o£ 
the gueei^^ college j Mr Wood, pre- 
sident of fit John's; and Mr Kaye^ 
tutor of Christ's), the syndicate agreed 
with Messrs Bacon and Donkin, of 
Norwich, the patentees, for its intro- 
duction at the ofhee of the Univer* 
sity, 

8th.----EDiKBtTRGH Institute,—. 
New Printing At a meeting 

of the members of this institution, Mr 
John Kuthven, printer, Ediaburgb, 
laid before them a working model of 
his newly -invented printing press. 

Tliis press is constructed on princi- 
ples entirely different from those of the 
presses now in use— to all of which, ia 
the judgment of several professional 
gentlemen who examined it, it is de* 
cidedly superior. As its mechanism^ 
however, cannot be easily understood 
without actual inspection, it would be 
to little purpose to attempt to describe 
it ; but it may be observed in general, 
that, by substituting compound lever* 
for the screw, Mr Kiithven has effect- 
ed a considerable saving of power, and, 
by a more commodious arrangement of 
the different parts of the machine, he 
has been enabled to remove all the ma- 
terial defects of the printing press hi- 
therto in use. In Mr Rythyen's press, 
the coffin, or tablrtor the types, re- 
mains fixed, and the impression on one 
side of a sheet is completed by one ap- 
plication of the moving power, and of 
course by one exertion of the arm» He 
has a contrivance for making register 
(printing the page* exactly on the back 
of each other) in an improved manner, 
and a regulator for producing the dif- 
ferent degrees of pressure that may be 
required* Instead of polling w}tl) the 
right hand as in the other presses, a 
practice both inconvenient aim, danger- 
ous, the workman produc^'tiie im- 
pression by turning with the left hand 
a winch or handle, which make* about 
ont-third of a revolution. It i* proper 
to that all the part* atie contrive^ 
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and lisposed with a due regard tf> cco- summoned^ after a patient invest^a- 
nomy of time and labt>ur, jand with a tion delivered a verdict of Wilful 
nice attention to every crcumkance der. The deceased had for some time 
which a practical knowleVlge of the lived servant with Mr Gilbert, of Clud- \ 
art could suggest. ^ t dock, and two young men, John 

Mr Ruthven's construction has the vis and John Jones, being her intimate 
advanthge of being equally applicable acquaintance, suspicion fell upon them, 
on a great or a small scale. With the and they were in consequence appre- 
model he exhibited, which did not oc- hended. Jones had formerly lived at 
cupy more space than a cubic foot, Mi^Gilbert^s with her as a fellow *8cr- ,j 
and although made of iron, was easily vant^ but his then mistress (Mrs Hop- ' 
carried under the arm, he printed off, kins, of Irelandon, 1 swearing that he ' 
in presence of the meeting, eight small was in her house all the evening th it 
pagts f contained in the size of a demy he went to bed b/ffore her, and that he 
octavo), affording ocular evidence of did not rise till after she was up ; and 
the accuracy with which the impres-^ is being corroborated by a boy, who 
sion was taken, and the facility with swore that he slept with him, and that 
which the operation was performed, to the best of his knowledge he was 
Such small presses would certainly be not out of bed till he arose with him 
very useful in remote country places : to go to their usual employment, he 
they might even furnish a very plea- was discharged. Davis also proved 
sant amusement to amateurs; and those his innocence. Some time after this 
of the large size, when their advaii- Jones left that neighbourhood, and 
tages become known, will no doubt took up bis residence in Monmouth- 
be brought into general use by the shire, where he married, and had five 
trade. We understand that Mr Ruth- children, but his w^ife has been dead 
veil, having obtained patents, is pre- some years, and he is now in the de- 
paring a number for sale, dine of life. Being at length severe- 

Mr Ruthven concluded the account ly afflicted with illness, and fearing the 
of his fnodd, by observing, that as no approach of death, he sent a few days 
circumstance connected with the pro- since for the Rev. Mr Sayce, of Trel- 
gress of an art that had rendered 8i«ch lick, to whom he made a full confession 
signal service *t( 4 ^paii kind was devoid of the murder. He acknowledges that 
of interest, he thought it but justice he rdired to rest with the boy before 
to state, that the Edinburgh Institute his mistress went to bed, that when 
had the merit of bringing this inven- he thought all the family were asleep, 
tion into notice, as the attention exci- (having previously appointed to meet 
ted by the portable press, formerly the unhappy girl, who was pregnant 
exhibited at a meeting of the Insti- by him,) he stole out of the house, 
tute, had induced him to attempt one committed the horrid deed, and re- 
on a more extensive scale, which he turned to his bed without disturbing 
had now the satisfaction to lay before any one, having been but a few mi- 
the society. nutes absent. He still lives, though 

9th.— -Monmouth.— ’About twen- in a very weak state, and appears much 
ty-seven years ago, the body of a young easier in his mind since the confession, 
woman, named Marjr Prichard, was 10th — Limericjc.— Amongst the 

found in li mill-pond in the neighbour- many fatal accidents which occur from 
hood of Xtongtown, in the county of the incautious handling of fire-arms, 
Hereford, with many marks of violence one of a most melancholy nature bap- 
thercon, and a x:oioner'd jury being pened lately at Riversdaie, in this coun- 
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ty, the seat of the late Hugh Massy, 
Esq. Thw unfortunate gentleman was 
sitting with his brother-in-law, George 
Buchanan, Esq. and making some ar- 
rangements towards the detection of 
persons concerned in disturbing the 
public peace, when a loaded feather- 
spring pistol, which one of the gentle- 
men was in the act of moving to the 
other side of the table where they were 
sitting, went off, and the b^ll Judged 
in Mr Massy's head, who almost in- 
stantly expired* 

At the NorthaniPtoi«, assizes, held 
this week, Richard Lock was indicted 
for stealing a silver watch in the dwel- 
ling- house of E. Greej?, of Middleton, 
The fact being proved, and the priso- 
ner having been called upon for his 
defence, he addressed the judge nearly 
as follows It is usual for persons 
placed in similar circumstances with 
myself to endeavour to extenuate their 
offences ; to that I shall not presume. 
I have forfeited my life, which has 
been a continuation of captivity and 
misery. The only thing of which I 
have had any thought or consideration 
for the last six months has been death. 
I am weary of life, and hope for a bet- 
ter in another world ; and I request 
that your lordship will pass sentence 
on me, and that it may be executed as 
speedily as possible.'* He was found 
guilty, and sentence of death having 
been passed upon him, he exclaimed— 
M This is the nappiest day I have seen 
for twenty years 

12th.— A series of the Sydney ga- 
zettes to the 1st of July have been 
received. Their contents afford a view 
of the state of the different settlements. 


an ^port trade with this country ; 
and lor this piirpese to obtain leave to 
ship thci| surplus grain (which was 
rotting it the bams), Salt pofk and 
beef tor pis majesty’s navy, and wool, 
said to be little inferior to that of 
Spain, in return for the custeftnary im- 
portations, instead of making remit- 
tances in money, which drained the 
settlement of specie, and impoverished 
the colonists. Another object vras, to 
obtain permission to distil spirits iii 
the colony, which would greatly bene- 
fit the cultivator, and retain the money 
generally paid for spirits obtained from 
America, the East Indies, and other 
places. Memorials on these topics had 
been presented to Governor Macquar- 
rie, signed by the principal inhabitants 
of the different settlements, and trans- 
mitted by his excellency for the consi- 
deration of his majesty’s ministers. 

14th.— About 14 o'clock in the 
evening of Monday last, a quarrel took 
place on the streets of Irvine betW(.en 
some of the inhabitants of that town, 
principally sailors, and some of the sol- 
diers belonging to a detachment •f the 
27th regiment of foot, quartered there, 
which unfortunately ending in blows, 
and the latter finding themselves very 
roughly handled,, it is understood one 
of them ran to hi^qy^rners for a loaded 
gun, and on hfi return shot Allan Hut- 
ton through the heart with a miuket 
ball, who instantly expired. Hutton, 
by trade a weaver, was a strong l obust 
man, and, it would appear, had been 
very active in the scuffle, w hich led to 
the fatal weapon being pointed at him-^ 
He has left a wife and family to lament 
his loss. John M'Maims, the soldier 


rotting li t 
beef tor pis 
said to be 


which, notwithstanding the scarcity of 
specie, and some other local inconve- 
niences, that were likely to be reme- 
died by the prudent regulations of 
Governor Macquarrie, were advancing 
fast to prosperity and comparative opu- 
lence. The great object of the mer- 
chants and inhabitanta was to establish 


suspected, was immediately apprehend- 
ed, and, after a full investigation into 
the whole of the affair, by the sKeriff- 
Substitute and procurator-fiscal of the 
county,' has been committed to prison 
to stand trial, charged with the perpe- 
tration of the murder. 

Ifith.-— BjERfiNGRR FRAt7B.^Thii 
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Jay the sub-committee* appointed to 
f»nquire into the late nefarioiK business 
relating to the death of Buonaparte, 
made their report to the ^:ock, ex- 
change at large. A table waa placed 
in the centre of the house, and four of 
the committee placed themselves on it. 
Mr Lawrence read the report, which, 
after a concise exordium of the mo- 
tives which induced the committee to 
take tip the business, proceeded to 
state, that they were happy to say 
that not the least suspicion attached to 
any member of that body, as being 
concerned in so scandalous a trans- 
action, and which would, if proved on 
any individual, have produced his cer- 
tain expulsion from the society. It 
then stated the evidence of the post- 
boy, named Shelling, who drove the 
pretended Colonel du Burgh, mention>« 
ing all the particulars remtive to the 
imposition, stating that Buonaparte 
was dead, See. ; also of Crane, the 
liackney-coachman, who drove the co- 
lonel to No. 18, Green-street, Grosve- 
t)or*8quare, after he was set down at 
the Marsh gate, Lambeth.— The evi- 
dence of 'Sayer, the Bow-street officer, 
who was employed to find out who the 
house in Green-street was occupied bj*^, 
stated that a Mi^I^urrand quitted it on 
the l^th of February, and let it fur- 
nished to Lord Cochrane, the Hon, 
Cochrane Johnstone, and Mr Butt, 
who came in on the 13th February, 
and occasionally met there several times 
previous to the Colonel du Burgh ar- 
^yiving ; that on tlic colonel's arriving, 
he enquired for a particular name, and 
was told he was gone to breakfast in 
Cumbcrland-strcet, ?vc, to v/hich he 
instant,! y repaired. Mr Fcarn's evi- 
dence was next read over. He stated 
that he latterly had been in the habit 
of doirig business in the funds for Lord 
Cochrane, Cochrane Johnstone, and 
Mr Bun ; that he always understood 
that what business he did for Mr Butt 



account; that on the 21 st of Febru- 
ary, which was the day the fraud waa 
put in practice, he sold for 

hord Cochrane, . . £\^%000 omnium; 

Cochrane Johnstone, . 120,000 omnium* 
For ditto, .... 100,000 consols. 

Mr Butt, «... 124,000 omnium. 

For ditto, • • . • 1 68,000 consols. 

That* he was desired to sell them for 
the fiiat account day in cash, but not 
to sell them for money ; that he was 
surprised to find Loro Cochrane and^ 
Mr Butt had taken an office for him 
(Fearn) in Shorfer's- court, Throg- 
morton- street, without his knowledge, 
where they used to meet him and give 
their orders. ^Mr Pitches, another 
broker's evidence, was next read. It 
stated that he was too ill to attend ; 
but to a Mr Wakefield, one of the 
committee, who waited on him, he^de- 
clared that he had sold for Lord Coch- 
rane, Mr Johnstone, and Mr Butt, 
about 56 J,r00l. omnium. A Mr Small- 
bones, another broker, had sold 40,(X)01. 
omnium for Lord C. and 4*0, 0001. for 
Mr Butt. A Mr Richardspn, a book- 
seller, had been applied to, to sell for 
the above parties a very large sum, 
but refused on account of his not being 
responsible for such a sum. Mr Chns- 
tian, clerk to Mr Fearn, the stock- 
broker, unwillingly at first, but after- 
wards confessed, that he had changed 
a 501. note, obtained by a check of 
751. of Mr Fearn' 5 on Messrs Bond, 
the bankers, for one-pound notes, on 
Saturday the 19th of February, four 
of which one-pound notes were paid 
away by Colonel du Burgh. When 
further interrogated, he said the notes 
obtained for the 751. check of Fearn's 
was on account of Mr Butt. 

Mr David Ricardo, in a very ani- 
mated speech, stated, that the stock 
exchange generally laboured under all 
the opprobrium of any foul transac- 
tion, when in fact they were the chief 
persons imured by such nefarious prac- 
tices* He thought the investigation 
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Icould ndt be made too public, as it 
/might operate so as to deter any other 
desperate characters from trying similar 
attempts. He therefore moved that 
the whole of the report might be print- 
ed, which motion was carried unani^ 
inously. 

The impostor who had personated 
Colonel du Burgh has not been lound, 
Bot withstanding the diligence lised for 
.that purpoj»e. There are stiU hopes, 
mowt- ver, that he not long elude 
the vigilance of those ih quest of him. 
Lord Melviile has bad an interview 
with four of the committee of the 
atock exchange, upon the subject of 
the imposition. 

Deposition of Lord Cochrane rehthe 
to this Business. 

** Having obtained leave of absence 
to cotne to town in consequence of 
•candalous paragraphs in the public 
papers ; and in consequence of having 
fcarnt that hand-bills had been affixed 
in the streets, in which 1 have since 
seen, that it is asserted that a person 
came to my house, at No, 13, Green- 
street, on the 21 St day of Februar}', 
in open day, and in the dress in which 
he had committed a fraud, I feel it 
due to myself to make the foflowing 
deposition, that the public may l|cnow 
the truth relative to the only person 
seen by me in militaiy uniform at my 
house on that day. Cochrakk.^' 
13, Creen^streei, March 11, 1814. 

No. 13, Green-streetf Grosvenor^ 
street f March 11. 

I, Sir Thomas Cochrane, com- 
monly called Lord Cochrane, having 
been appointed by the lords commis-* 
sioners of the Admiralty to active aer- 
yice (at the request, I believe, of Sir 
Alexander Cochrane), when I had no 
exj^ectation of being called on, 1 ob- 
tained leave of absence to settle my 
jprivate afairs prcTiowi to quitting this 


country,, and 'chielly vnth a view to 
iod^e a fi|>ecificatit>n to a patent rela- 
tive to ajdiscovery for increasing the 
intensityjof ligiit. 

That in pursuance of my daily 
practice of superintending vwrk that 
was executing for me, and knowing 
that my uncle, Mr Cochrane John* 
stone, went to tbe city every mornings 
in a coach, I do swiear, on the morn- 
ing of the 21 St of February, which day 
was impressed on my mind by circum- 
stances which afterwards occurred, I 
breakfasted with him at his residence 
in Cumberland.street, about half past 
eight o’clock, and I was put down by 
him (und Mr Butt was in the coach) 
on Snow-hill, about ten o’clock. 

That J had been about three 
quarters of an hour at Mr King’s ma- 
nufactory, at No. 1, Cock-lane, when 
I received a few lines on a small bit of 
paper, requesting me to come imme- 
diately to my house ; the name affixed^ 
from being written close to the bot- 
tom, I could not read; the servant 
told me it was from an army officer ; 
and, concluding that he might be an 
officer from Spain, and tliat'some 
cident had befallen to my brother, I 
hastened back, and 1 found Captain 
Berenger, who, in gr^t. seeming un- 
easiness, mad^ mSny apologies for the 
freedom he had used, which nothing 
but the distressed state of the mind, 
arising from difficulties, could have 
induced him to do. All Ins prospt^cts^ 
he said, had failed, and his last hope 
had vanished of obtaining an appoint- . 
ment in America. He was unplea- 
santly circumstanced on account of a 
sum whicti he could not pay, and if he 
could, that others wouW fall upyn him 
for full 80001. He had no Kope of 
benefiting his creditors in his present 
situation, or of assisting himselt. That 
if I would rake him with me, he would 
immediately on on board and exercise 
lharp-ihootcrs (which |ilaii Sir 
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Alexander Cochrane I knew ha4 ap- 
proved of.) That he had* lefC his 
lodgings, and prepared Idmgplf in the 
best way his means allowed. « He had 
brought the sword with hiina which 
had been his father^s, and to that and 
to Sir Alexander he would trust for 
an honourable appointment. 

I felt very uneasy at the distress 
be was in, and knowing him to be a 
man of great talerit and science, I told 
him I would do every thing in my 
power to relieve him ; but as to his 
going immediately to the Tonnant with 
any comfort to himself, it was quite 
impossible. My cabin was without 
furniture ; I had not even a servant on 
board. He said he would willingly 
mess any where. I told him that the 
ward- room was already crowded, and, 
besides, 1 could not with propriety 
take him, he being a foreigner, with- 
out leave from the Admiralty. He 
seemed greatly hurt at this, and re- 
called to my recollection certificates 
which he havl foimerly shewn me from 
persons in official situations ; Lord 
Yarmouth, General Jeiikinsou, and 
h/|jr Reeyes, I think, were amongst 
the number. I recommended him to 
use his endeavour to get them or any 
other friends to exert their influence, 
for I had iionre j* adding, that when the 
Tonnant went to Portsmbuth, I should 
be happy to receive him ; and I knew 
from Sir Alexander Cochrane, that 
he would be pleased if he accomplish- 
ed that object. Captain Bcrenger said, 
that not anticipating any objection on 
■^my part from the conversation he had 
formerly had with me, he had come 
away with intention to go on board, 
and make himself useful in his military 
capacity; he could not go to Lord 
Yarmouth, or to any other of his friends 
in this dress (alluoing to that which 
he had on,) or return to his lodgings, 
where it would excite suspicion (as he 
was at that time in the rules of the 
S 
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the King’s Bench,) but that if I refu- 
sed to let him join the ship now, he/ 
would do 80 at Portsmouth. Under 
present circumstances, however, he 
must use a great liberty, and request 
the favour of me to lend him a hat to 
wear instead of his military cap; I 
gave him one which was in a back 
room with some things that had not 
been “packed up, and having tried it 
on, hiS uniform appeared under his 
great coat ; I therefore offered him a 
black coat that was lying on a chair, 
and which I did not intend to take 
with me : he put up bis uniform in a 
towel, and snortly afterwards went 
away in great apparent uneasiness of 
mind ; and having asked my leave, he 
took the coach 1 came in, and which 
I had forgotten to discharge in the 
haste I was in. 

** I do further depose, that the 
above conversation is the substance of 
all that passed with Captain Berenger, 
which, from the circumstances attend- 
ing it, was strongly inpressed upon my 
mind : that no other person in uniform 
was seen by me at my house, on Mon- 
day the 21 St of February, though pos- 
sibly other officers may have called 
(as many have done since rny appoint- 
ment ;) of this, however, I cannot 
speak of my own knowledge, having 
been almost constantly from home, ar- 
ranging my private affairs. 1 have un- 
derstood, that many persons have call- 
ed under the above circumstances, and 
have written notes in the parlour, and 
others have waited there in expectation 
of seeing me, and then gone away ; 
but I most positively swear, that I 
never saw any person at my house re- 
sembling the description, and in the 
dress stated in the printed advertise- 
ment of the members of the stock ex- 
change ; I further aver, that I had no 
concern, directly or indirectly, in the 
the late imposition, and that the above 
is all that I Jl&ow relative to any per- 
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tuon who fame to my house in uniform 
Jon the 21st day of February before 
alluded to. Captain Berenger wore 
a grey great coat, a green uniform, 
and a military cap. 

«* From the manner in which my 
character has been attempted to be 
defamed, it is indispensably necessary 
to state that my connection ii\ any 
way with the funds arose from an im- 
pression, that in the present favoutaUe 
^spect of affairs, it was only necessary 
\o hold stock in order, to become a 
gainer, without pr^ditie to any body : 
that 1 did so openly, considering it in 
no degree improper, far less dishonour* 
able : that I had no secret information 
of any kind ; and that had my expec- 
tation of the success of affairs Wn 
disappointed, 1 should have been the 
only sufferer. 

Further I do most solemnly swear, 
that the whole of the omnium on ac- 
count, which I possessed on the 2lBt 
day of February, one ihotwand eight 
hundred and fourteen, amounted to 
one hundred and thirty-nine thousand 

? ouiids, which I bought by Mr Fearn, 
think, on the 12th ultimo, at a pre- 
mium of twenty-eight and a quarter ; 
that 1 did not hold on that day any 
other sum on account, in any qther 
stock, directly or indirectly ; and that 
I had given orders wherl it was bought 
to dispose of it on a rise of one per 
cent., and it was actually sold on an 
average at twenty-nine and a half pre- 
mium, though on the day of the fraud 
it might have been disposed of at thir- 
ty-three and a half. I further swear, 
that the above is the only stock which 
I sold of any kind on the 21 st day of 
February, except two thousand pounds 
in money which I had occasion for ; 
the profit on which was about ten 
pounds. 

Further I do solemnly depose, 
that I had no connection or dealing 
with any one, save the abuve mention- 
ed, and that 1 did not at any time, di- 


rectly or mdirectly, by or by 

any v}ther, take or procure any office 
or apartment for any broker ot other 
person fol the transaction of stock af-, 
fairs. • “= CochRanx.'* 

Sworn at my house in Great Queen- 
street, Lincoln*s Inn-fields, in the 
county of Middlesex, the 11th day 
of ]VJ®fch, 18]^, before me, 

' A. Graham* 

15th.~A dreadful accident occur- 
red at Leominster, by the falling in of 
a floor in the house of Mr J. Wynde, 
a respectable^ maltster. The floor, it 
appears, was loaded with a large quan- 
tity of» wheat, but not being properly 
secured, some of the timbers gave way, 
and the whole was instantaneously pre- 
cipitated through a second floor into 
the kitclicn, udicre Mrs Wynde, hef 
aunt, four children, and two female 
servants, were sitting. An alarm being 
immediately given by a man servant, 
who happened fortunately to escape, 
tliough buried nearly breast high, the 
most prompt assistance' was afforded, 
and in less than half an hour the whole 
were dug out. The three youngtT 
children were dead from suflocation, 
and the two servants from violent con- 
tusions on their h^ads-^^ Jd**® Wynde, 
her aunt, and jhe^^ldest daughter, mi- 
raculously escaped death, the aunt and 
daughter being found in an upright 
situation, covered about breast high 
with fallen timbers, bricks, and gram, 
Mrs Wynde was the last that was dis- 
covered upon the floor, under the 
whole of the rubbish, and, by proper 
exertions, was soon recovered ; but her 
immediate enquiries about the children, 
and her lamentations when iiiforrqed of 
the fate of her family, were hearC-rend*^ 
ing beyond description. Mr Wynde, 
who had been subpoenaed Jo Worces- 
ter assizes, arrived next monung by 
express ; and those who are husbands 
and parents may feci, but cannot de- 
icmibe^ his situation. 
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In opening a vault St Refractory. On this Major Gordon 
Maryport church, Bristol, for th*e re- said to the officer, ** it is of no us© 
ception of the remains of Mrs Webb, talking to a drunken man, you will on- 
of Qucen^s parade, the woi(fmen dis- ly get abusive language, perhaps : or- 
covered, very deeply concealj^d, a cof- der him into the custody of the rear- 
jin of much antiquity. It is generally guard.” Immediately after the detach- 
supposefl that the corpse it contained ment marched, and the rear guard not 

was the body of Yeoman, Esq. following so soon as it ought, Major 

•heriff of Bristol in , 1 64*3, when the Gordon, on enquiry, found that Gre- 
city was surrendered to the parliament- ^ gory refused to go on. He went to 
ary army by Printe Rupert. Mr Yeo- him, and Gregory said to the Major, 
man was hanged in Wine-street, by that he would not march until he was 
order of Fairfax, for his attachment to told why he was a prisoner. Major, 
the royal cause, oppc^site hisown house, Gordon then saidj^f^ Gregory, you are 
that now occupied by Messrs Boord drunk.’* The man said, ** 1 am not 
and Co., and in which ttiere was some drunk,” and made use of mutinous lan- 
time since, if not at present, a very guage to the major, and still kept his 
fine portrait of the sheriff. The‘corpse nbrse back, refusing to go on. Major 
was, we understand, in the highest G. then seeing the corporal of the 
state of preservation : handsomely ac- rear- guard without a sword, asked him 
Coutred in the costume of the day, the reason, and he was answered, that 
with gloves similar to those, which the his sword was at the head-quarters to 
•heriffs at present wear j and there be sharpened. The major then obser- 
were considerable tumors visible in the ving that the refractory soldier had a 
neck, which inclined several medical sword, he drew it out of the scabbard* 
gentlemen who inspected the body, to and struck the prisoner’s horse several 
.be of opinion .that they were occasion- times with the flat part to make him 
ed by strangulation. go forward, Gregory still keeping a 

^ 21 st.— Tile frost has been so exces- tight rein to prevent it. The horse 
aively severe in the Baltic this winter, turning sharp round, and the major 
that the Sound, between Copenhagen holding the sword out, or repeating 
and Sweden, was fipzen over, and the his stroke, the point entered Gregory's 
communicatswis over the ice, by means left side, just under the ribs, which 
of sledges, open and uninterrupted. caused such effusion of blood that he 
26th.-RAMsGATE.-Late on Thurs- died in a few minutes. Major Gordon 
day afternoon last, a route arrived here, ran and assisted in disengaging him 
for the detachment of the 2d dragoon from the horse, saying, for God’s 
guards, or queen’s bays, to march to sake will any person run for medical as- 
the head-quarters, Deal, the next morn- sistance, and for a magistrate,” as he 
ing. Accordingly, between nine and wished to deliver himself up. He then 
ten yesterday morning, the detachment delivered himself up to the deputy of 
was on parade under arms, and left the Ramsgate, saying he was fearful he 
barracks, at which time an unfortunate had killed the man : he knew not what 
circumstance took place. A private he should do, and had no idea how it 
dragoon, named George Gregory, be- could possibly have been done, for it 
ing intoxicated, was reported so by was unintentional. The coroner was 
an officer to Major Gordon, who com- instantly sent for, and a jury summon- 
manded the detachment, with the ad- cd, who, after hearing a great mass of 
dition that the said Gregory was very evidence, returned a verdict of uian- 
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•laughter against Major Gordon^ who 
was acccfrdingly committed and sent to 
Sandwich* 

The major was afterwards tried for 
the murder of this man, of which he 
was acquitted ; but was brought in 
guilty of manslaughter, the jury being 
of opinion, that he had used the sword 
incautiously, 

28 th.— -A gang of swindlers* have 
been detected, whose deepdaid and 
. organised schemes of depredation have 
Wldora been exceeded. It appears, that 
chambers in Clem^pt’s-inn were hired, 
which one of the gang occupied as an 
attorney, and another as his clerk, 
where there were papers and books, 
with writing going forward, like any 
other office for regular business ; but 
since the discovery of the gang the 
papers have been seized, and proven to 
be for the purposes of fraud and de- 
ception only ; such as plausible adver- 
tisements in the public papers, to de- 
ceive the unguarded, and a variety of 
schemes on paper for the purposes of 
plunder, — the respectability of a sup- 
posed attorney’s office, in an inii of 
court, enabling them to carry on their 
depredations without suspicion. One 
of their advertisements was ^headed. 

Misery unparalleled ! it went on 
to state the case of a widow confined 
in child-bed, surrounded by a nume- 
rous ofllspring, and afflicted with com^f 
plicated misfortunes. It then proceeds, 
in very pathetic language, to solicit a 
further bounty in addition to what she 
bad already received ; and directs the 
subscriptions to be paid at a house, 
very respectable in appearance, in Mad- 
dox-street, Hanover-square, which be- 
longed to the gang at the office in Cle- 
ment’s inn. To give the whole addi- 
tional plausibility, they had the case 
handsomely printed on the best wove 
paper, and sent in great numbers to 
humane persons in the form of a letter, 
with a certificate by a student in mid- 
wifery af one of the principal hospi- 


tals J assigning as a reason for adopt- 
iDg/that»mode of address, its being 
cheaper than advertising. This impo- 
sing add^ss appears to have had tlie 
desired ^ect on a great number of 
those whose hearts and pockets are al# 
ways open to the afflicted. The gang 
haa got possession of a number or 
houses, carrying on their schemes of 
depredations, some of them in the most 
respectable neighbourhoods in Lon- 
don. They contrived to live rent*free 
in most ot the houses which they oc- 
cupied, by means of one of them get- 
ting possession of a house by a ulse 
character, and giving it up to another 
of the gang whom the landlord had no 
claim lipon* The discovery of the gang 
was made by a youth of the name of 
Shepherd, who answered one of their 
plausible advertisements for a place for 
a young man. 

On Sati^ay week, about eight 
o’clock, an^cd man, many years a 
porter in the king’s printing-office* 
and weU known in all the public officca 
by the name of Old John, received a 
visit from a fellow of genteel appear- 
ance, at his obscure lodging, in Da.w- 
court, under pretence that he came 
from a meeting of noblemen and gen- 
tlemen, at the Crijwn and Anchor, on 
charitable pun^o^es, wifcrall knew Kim* 
to desire his attendance upon them 
with all the silver he had got, and that 
for ten pounds he should receive fif* 
teen in bank notes in return. Poor 
John could not resist temptations so 
powerful— the vanity of being intro- 
duced to great men, to whom, from 
habits, John is extremely partial, add- 
ed to the little stimulus ot the reward 
proposed, quite overset the weak inteL 
lects of the poor creature, whp, after 
counting his treasure to the amount of 
ten pounds, which he put into a bag, 
set out for the Crown and Anchor, m 
his best attire. His guide, instead of 
going to the tavern, stopped at the 
entrance of the Rainbow public-hoUse 
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near Temple-bar. Intd thia, passage IT^grs. of dollar standard. No dollar# 
he entered, leading in the old man,*de- were issued in the same period, 
siring him to proceed to the Ifar of the The Duchess of Oldenburg and the 
house, and there wait till the meeting Duke of Clarence having landed from 
sent a deputation to receive him. In , the Jason frigate at Sheeniess, on 
the meanVime the miscreant withdrew, Tuesday afternoon, one of the Prinefe 
taking away the bag and its contents. Regent’s carriages was dispatched yes- 
the saving, perhaps, qf sixty years id- terday morning for the purpose of 
duatry, conveying her Imperial Highness to 

30th.— -An unfortunate action lately town. General Turner ana Colonel 
took place through mistake near Lis- Bloomfield also departed yesterday in 
bon, between the Duke of Montrose order to receive the Duchess on tlie 
packet and the Primrose sloop of war. part of the Prince Regent. 

By an extract from the Duke of Mon- Her Imperial Highness was received 
trose’s log, it appears that the action on her landing at Sheerness, with all 
commenced at half past seven p. m. and the honours due to her rank ; and on 
lasted, broadside to broadside, within coming ashore she was waited upon 
half-pistol shot, till a quarter before by General Turner and Col. Bloom- 
nine, when the Primrose attempted to field, as representatives of the Prince 
ciirry the packet by boarding, but was Regent, and by the Russian ambassa- 
gallantly resisted, and so much dama- dor and his lady. This morning after 
gedas to oblige her to haul off at nine breakfast, her imperial Highness left 
o’clock. The Primros^fegain came Sheerncss, where every mark of re- 
down, and recommenced the action, spect was shewn her by the inhabi- 
which was contimicd with the same tants. On her arrival at Rochester^ 
unabated spirit on both sides until ten her Imperial Highness went into an 
minutes before ten, when the Primrose inn to partake of some refreshment 5 
hailed, arid asked what ship it was ? and on her being informed thatthein- 
Tlie mistake was soon discovered. The habitants of that city would be ex- 
loss on board tlic packet is Lieutenruit Ircraely gratified by seeing her, she 
and Adjutant Andrews of the 60th very condescendingly presented herself 
regiment, (a passenger), and the mas- at a bow-window of the inn. The po- 
ter killed, and 1 0 men Wounded. The pulace appeared to feel tlie cpndescen- 
loss on board the Primrose is her mas- sion, which they acknowledged by eve- 
ter and four men killed, and eighteen ry mark of respect. The Duchess is 
wounded. a very elegant woman, of the most af- 

3 ] St. — According to an account laid fable and pleasing manners, and speaks 
bef^dre parliament, the number of three English extremely well, 
ahilling tokens issued by the Bank of On her arrival at the inn on Shoot- 
England from the 10th of December, cr’s-hill, four of the Prince Regent^# 
181S5, to March, 1814, was 3,008,988, fine bays were in readiness to put to 
and their amount in value 451 ,347/. 9^. her carriage, with postillions and out- 
each token weighing Odwts. 11 grs., the riders of the Prince’s establishment, 
silver of dollar standard. The number and the escort of a party of light hone, 
of eighteen-penny pieces issued in the The whole entered London by Parlia- 
same period was 1,510,440, the value ment-strect, at a quarter before four 
113,283/. Is. each weighing 4dwt8. o’clock, in the following erder 

Two I-ight Horsemen. 

Tf)e Duke of Clarence^s Travelling fcliariot and Four, in which were his Royal 
Highness gjj^L t^o^ne i Bloon^field* 
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• Two Light Horsemen. * 

Two Footmen and an Outrider iil the Royal Liveries. 

The Prince Regent^s Carriage, drawn by Four Bays, in wliich w^as her Imperial High- 
ness, accoin|»anied by the Princess Volhowtoky. 

Matbime Aladensky, anJ the Cfanitehs Lieven. The Ctirriage was followed by a party 

of Liijit Horse. 

The third Carriage was arotlicT of the Prince Regent’s, in which was the f rince 
Fhiyariu and (icnerai Turner. 


The Russian Auilia sadoFs t!ii 

• 

The procession proceeded through 
.yhc Horse -Guards, through the Park, 
apd up St ,)aines'’b-street, to the Pul- 
tt^ey hotel, wliere her Royal Highness 
proposes to reside, 

AGliiCVl. VVliAL HE PORT. 

En .land. — D uring the iutervala 
of thaw, ullage has proceeded upon 
the light lands ih'obably half of it 
may t>e limsliecf upon such m most 
parts ot the south. Farmers arc an- 
xiously Wilting for the breukuig up of 
the frost, when, witli favourable wea- 
ther, the lauds may be expected to 
w^ork in a more pcri«.‘ct state, and the 
•ceding business to go on with rapidi- 
ty. The thrashing-machine has, du- 
ring a long time, been frequently re- 
curred to, chiefly with the view of em- 
ploying the labourers. Forward pease 
look well, and in general all the crops 
upon the ground. The wdicats arc a 
full plant, and although they appear 
sickly in colour, from the effects of 
tlic cold upon uudraiaed and chilled 
?injls, and in greatly exposed situations, 
there is little doubt of their pci feet 
recovery in a genial spring, which may 
be reasonably expected to succeed the 
present severe season, and with the 
blessing of a good blooming time, an- 
other large wheat crop may be looked 
for. The straw-yard is in a good 
state, and the cattle heahhy, but tur- 
nips short, and mostly decayed, f^om 
the severity of the weather, even m 
many instances where the roots were 
drawui and stored, but with iuouflicx 
cut care, Swedish turnips have genc- 
rdUy resisted the fro .t, with some ex- 
von. va, PAKT a. 


riage, witii his Excellency in it. 

ceptions. The she^p have lambed 
very successfully, excepting wliere ex- 
posure to the severity of the frost has 
destroyed the lambs, and this misfor- 
tune has taken place to some extent, 
though by no means to that of former 
days. The incessant importunity of 
writers bn husbandry, through so many 
y< ars, has at length prevailed on a 
number of the farmers of all the well- 
managed districts, both of North 
and tjouth Britain, to protect their 
sheep from the rigours of the winter» 
and their exampu*, it is hoped, will 
become general v\ ith vespvci to other 
animals as well assluop. Cattle mark- 
ets exorbitantly liigh. Store pig8» 
said never Vo have been so scarce and 
dear, are reported to be worth 
per stone, of eight pounds. Wools 
still rising. 

S COT LAND. —The mon th began 
with favourable wsjather,*i5ut it con- 
tinued so only for two or three days^ 
as the w'ind lurnod round to the cast, 
from which point it continued to blow 
for about two weeks, with almost con- 
stant snow or sleet, of course, during 
that period little could be done with 
advantage in the fields ; and although 
the ploughing of clover lec was in ge- 
neral got over by the 2Sd, yet it was 
only a few particularly dry fields that 
could be sown previous to that .day, 
when heavy rains again suspended the 
operations of the farmer. As the 
weather, however, ha« been dry for 
several days past, alnu^st every farmer 
is now busily engaged in drilling pease 
and beaus, or in sowing oats ; and as 
the season is now so far advanced, it 
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will be oFthc utmost c^nseqnencje that 
tKese important operations are brought 
to n speedy conclusion, yery little 
wheat has been sown this spring, which 
may probably cause a greater extent 
of oariey to be sown this season than 
is usual in this district. Vegetation is 
still very languid; the gooseberry 
bushes are only beginning to get into 
leaf, and even the ** leafless crocus’* 
bas but lately shewn its dower* Nc- 
vertlielens, tnc y<ning wheats have re- 
vived wonderfully of late, and, not- 
withstanding the severity of the sea- 
son, almost every field appears well 
stocked with healthy plants. The 
grasses, as might be expcctedjr are very 
backw^ard ; those, therefore, who have 
a stock of alieep without Supply of 
turnip, will experience a part of the 
jevils resulting from such cold wea- 
tlwr. 'rhe corn markets have been 
well supplied during the month, per- 
haps more so than if the weather had 
been more favourable, as the cattle in 
the straw yards lequired a greater 
quantity of fodder to keep them com- 
^JFortahle during the rains, and the far- 
mer could often find little other em- 
p)o)rmerit than thrashing for bis men 
and horses ; still* however, the stack- 
yards are W'geuei^al wxll filled for this 
time of the year, oP course tliere are 
no appearances to encourage the ex- 
pectation of any material alteration in 
the prices of grain. Fat cattle and 
sheep have been very scarce for some 
time past, particularly the latter, which 
frequently were not to be had ; the 
rices of butcher meat have therefore 
een unusually high, beef being from 
9d. to y^d. and mutton 9d. to lid. 
pc1;lb. ; of lamb, there has been little 
or none as yet used in the district. 


APRIL. 

1st,- -The following are the acts of 


the provisional government ^n the de- 
position of Buonaparte - 
Address to the French armies, Paris, 

April 2, 1814. 

Soldiers !— France has just broken 
the yoke under which she has groaned 
with you for so many years. You 
never have fought but for the coun- 
try<»; you can no longer fight, unless 
against it, under the colours of the 
man who leads you. Behold all that 
you have suffered from his tyranny ; 
you were lately a million of men $ 
nearly all have '"perished ; they were 
delivered up to the sword of the ene- 
my, without food, without hospitals ; 
they were condemned to perish of mi- 
sery and hunger. Soldiers ! it is full 
lime to end the calamities of the coun- 
try I peace ivS in your hands. Will 
you refuse it to desolated France ? 
Your enemies themselves demand it of 
you ; they regret to ravage these fine 
countries, and wish only to take arms 
against your oppressor and ours. Shall 
you be deaf to the voice of the coun- 
try which summons and entreats you ? 
It addresses you by its senate, by its 
capital, and, above all, by its misfor- 
tunes 5 you are its noblest children, 
and cannot belong to him who has ra- 
vaged it, who has delivered it up with- 
out arms, without defence ; who wish- 
ed to render your name odious to all 
nations, and who would have compro- 
mised your glory if a man, who is 
not even a Frenchman, could have 
weakened the glory of our arms, and 
the generosity of our soldiers. You 
are no longer the soldiers of Napo- 
leon ; the senate and all France ab- 
solve you from your oaths. (Signed 
Prince of Benevento, Francois de Mon- 
tesquieu, Dalbcrg, Beurnonville, Jau- 
court. ) 

The provisional government declares, 
that the Moniteur is the only official 
journal. 

Boux Laborie, secretary-general, 

April 
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Reasons ^of the senate for deposing 

Buonaparte, 

Extracts from the registers of the 
conservative senate — rSitting of April 
3 , under the presidency of Count Bar- 
thelemy. The sitting, which has been 
adjourned, was resumed at four o'clock, 
when the senator, Count Lambrecht, 
read the revised and adopted plap of 
the decree which passed in the sitting 
of yesterday. It is as follows 

The conservative senate, consider, 
ing that in a constitutional monarchy, 
the monarch exists *only in virtue of 
the constitution or social compact ; 
that Napoleon Buonaparte, during a 
certain period of firm and prudent go- 
vernment, afftirded to the nation rea- 
sons to calculate for the future on acts 
of wisdom and justice ; but that after- 
wards he violated the compact which 
united him to the French people, par- 
ticularly in levying imposts and esta- 
blishing taxes otherwise than in virtue 
of the law, against the express tenor 
of the oath which he had taken on 
ascending the throne, conformable to 
article 55 of the act of the constitu- 
tion of the 28th Floreal, year 12 j that 
he committed this attack on the rights 
of the people, even in adjourning, with- 
out necessity, the legislative body, and 
causing to be suppressed as criminal, a 
report of that body, the title of whicH, 
and its share in the national represen- 
tation he disputed ; that he undertook 
a scries of wars in violation of article 
.50 of the act of the constitution of the 
22 d Frimaire, year 8 , which purports, 
that declarations of war shou! Id be 
proposed, debated, decreed, and pro- 
mulgated in the same manner as laws ; 
that he issued, unconstitutionally, se- 
veral decides inflicting the punishment 
of death, particularly the two decrees 
of the 5th of March last, tending to 
cause to be considered as national, a 
war which would not have taken place 
but for the interests of his boundless 
ambition ; that he violated the consti* 


tutioftal laws by his decrees respecting 
the prisoners of state ; that he annuU 
led the responsibility of the minister, 
confounded all authorities, and de» 
stroyed the independence of judicial 
bodies. Considering that liberty 
of the press, established and consecra- 
ted as one of the rights of the nation, 
has been constaiftly subjected to the 
arbitrary controul o£^ his police 5 and 
that, at the same time, he has always 
made use of the press to fill France 
and Europe with misrepresentations, 
false maxims, doctrines favourable to 
despotism, and insults on foreign go- 
vernments ; that acts and reports heard 
by the i^cnate have undergone altera- 
tions in the publication. Con&idifring 
that, instead of reigning according to 
the terras of his oath, with a sole view 
to the interest, the happiness, and the 
glory of the French people, Napoleon 
completed the misfortunes of his coun- 
try, by his refusal to treat on condi- 
tions which the national interests re- 
quired him to accept, and which did 
not compromise the French honour; 
by the abuse which he made of all the 
means entrusted to him in men 'aild 
money; by the abandonment of the 
wounded without dressings, without 
assistance, and without jjubsistence ; 
by various raea?diirtf 3 , the consequences 
of which were the ruin of the towiis, 
the depopulation of the country, fa- 
mine, and contagious diseases. Con- 
sidering that for all these causes, tlie 
imperial government established by 
the senatus consultum of the 28ta 
Floreal, year 12 , has ceased to exist, ‘ 
and the wish manifested by all French- 
men calls for an order of things, the 
first results of which should bo, the 
restoration of general peace, and which 
should also be the sera of a rtolcmu 
reconciliation of all the states of the 
great European family Tlie senate 
declares and decrees as follows 
Art 1 . Napoleon Buonaparte has for- 
feited the throne, and the hereditary 
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right established in hi* al^olish- 

ea- The French people and the 
army are released from their enth of 
hdehty towards Napoleon Buonaparte. 
S. The present decree ehalfl be trans- 
mitted by a message to the provisional 
government of France, conveyed forth- 
with to all the departments and the 
armies, and immediately proclaimed in 
the capital/’ » 

Constitution alCh A iiTEROf France 
itnder Louis 'XVI IL 
Extract from the register of the le- 
gislative senate of the 6th of April, 
1814. 

<« The conservative senate, delibera- 
ting upon the plan of constitution pre- 
sented to it by die provisional govern- 
ment, in execution of the act of the 
senate of the 1 st instant, after having 
heard the report of a special commis- 
sion of seven members, decrees as fol- 
lows 

** The French government is mo- 
narchtc?il, and hereditary from male 
to male, in order of primogeniture. 
The French people call freely to the 
thrpnc^ of France Louis Stanislaus 
*Slavier de France, brotlier of the last 
htrig, and after him the other mem- 
bers of the houso of Bourbon, m the 
ancient ortke;. The ancient nobililr 
resume their titles. new preserve 
theirs hereditarily. The legion of ho- 
nour is maintained with its preroga- 
tives. The king shall fix the decora- 
tion. The executive pi^wer belongs 
to the king. Tiie king, the senate, 
and the kgislative body, concur in the 
making of laws. Plans of laws may 
be equally proposed in the senate and 
in the legislative body. Those rcla- 
ting*to cUntributiens can only be pro- 
posed in the legislative body. The 
k.ng can invite equally the two bodies 
to occupy themselves upon objects 
which he deems proper. The sanc- 
tion of ih. king is necessary for the 
completion of a kw. There are 150 
senators at least, and 200 at most. 


Their dignity is immoveable, and he- 
reditary from male to male, in order of 
primogeniture. They are named by 
the king. The present senators, with 
the exception of those vrbo should re- 
nounce the quality of French citizen, 
are maintained, and form part of this 
number. The actual endowment of 
the^senate and the senatorsliips belong- 
ing to thein. The revenues are divi- 
ded equally between them, and pas^ 
to their successor?. In case of the 
death of a senator without direct male 
posterity, his pdSftion returns to the 
public treasure. The senators who 
shall be named in future cannot par- 
take of this endowment. The princes 
of the royal family and the princes of 
the blood, are by right members ef 
the senate. The functions of a sena- 
tor cannot be exercised until the per- 
son has attained the age of twenty-one 
years. The senate decides the cases 
in which the discussion of objects be- 
fore them shall be public or secret# 
Each department shall send to the le- 
gislative body the same number of de- 
puties it sent thither. The deputies 
who sat in the legislative b6dy at the 
period of the last adjournment shall 
continue to sit till they are replaced. 
All , preserve their pay. In future they 
jsj|||ll be chosen immediately by the 
electoral bodies, which are preserved, 
with the exception of the changes that 
may be made by a law in their organi- 
zation. The duration of the functions 
of the deputies to the legislative body 
is fixed at five years. The new elec- 
tion shall take place for the session oT 
1816. The legislative body shall as- 
semble of right each year on the Ist 
of October. The king may convoke 
it extraordinarily ; he may adjourn it ; 
he may also dissolve it ; but in the 
latter case another legislative body 
must be formed in three months at the 
latest, by the electoral colleges. The 
legislative body has the right of dis- 
cussion^ The sittings are public, un- 
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less in whi^re it chooses to form 
itself into a general committee. The 
senate, legislative body, electoral col- 
leges, and ^semblies of cantons, elect 
their president from among themselves. 
No member of the Senate or legislative 
body can be arrested without a previ- 
ous authority, from the body to which 
he belongs. The trial of a member of 
the senate or legislative body belongs 
exclusively to the senate. The mini- 
sters may be members either of the se- 
nate or legislative body. Equality of 
proportion in the tables is of right : no 
tax can be imposed or received unless 
it has been freely cotliented to by the 
legislative body and the senate. The 
land-tax can only be established for a 
year. The budget of the following 
year, ^d the accounts of the prece- 
ding are presented annually to 
the legislative body and the senate, at 
the opening of the sitting of the legis- 
lative body. The law shall fix the 
mode and amount of the recruiting of 
the army. The independence of the 
judicial power is guaranteed. No one 
can be rernoved from his natural judges. 
The institution of juries is preserved, 
as well as the publicity of trial in cri- 
minal matters. The penalty of con- 
fiscation of goods is abolished^ , The 
king has the right of pardoning*. 
courts and ordinary tribunals existing 
at present arc preserved ; their nutn% 
her cannot be diminished or increased, 
bup in virtue of a law. I’he judges 
are for life and irremoveable, except the 
justices of the peace and the judges of 
commerce. The commissioners and 
extraordinary tribunals are suppressed, 
and cannot be /e.established. The 
court of cessation, the courts of ap- 
peal, and the tribunals of the first in- 
stance, propose to the king three can- 
didates for each place of judge vacant 
in their body. The king chooses one 
of the three. The king names the fitst 
presidents and the public ministry of 


the courts and the tribunals* The mi- 
litary on service, the officcl^a and sol- 
diers on half-pay, the widows and pen* 
sioned officers, preserve their ranks, 
honours, «ind pensions. The persoDi 
of the king is sacred and itwiokble* 
All the acts of government are signed 
by a minister. The ministers are re- 
sponsible for all A^hich those acts con- 
tain violatpry of the Jaws, public and 
private liberty, and the rights pf citi- 
zens. The freedom of worship and 
conscience is guaranteed* The mini- 
sters of worship are treated and pro- 
tected alike. The liberty of the press 
is entire, with the exception of the 
legal repression of offences which may 
result from the abuse of that liberty* 
The senatorial commissions of the 
berty of the press and individual li- 
berty are preserved. The public debt 
is guaranteed* . The sales of the na- 
tional domains are irrevocably main- 
tained. No Frenchman can be pro* 
secuted for opiuLons or votes which he 
has given. Every person has the right 
to address individual petitions to every 
constituted authority. All Frenchmen 
are equally admissible to all cmTand 
military employments. All the laws 
existing at present remain in vigour, 
until they be legsffly reijfialed. The 
code of civil shall bq entitled 
“ Civil Code of the French.*^ The 
present constitution shall be submitted 
to the acceptance of the French peo- 
ple, in the form which shall be regu- 
lated. Louis Stanislaus Xavier shall 
be proclaimed king of the French, as 
soon as he shall have signed and sworn, 
by an act stating — ** i accept the con- 
stitution ; 1 swear to observe it, and 
cause it to be observed.’^ This oath 
shall be repeated in the solemnity, Vvheti 
he shall receive the oath of fidelity of 
the French. 

Prince of BENEVxifTb^ 
President, 

Sd*— A cause of some interest to 
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travellers was tried at* the Jliancaster 
assiii^es^ in wliich Mr G. H. t)fum« 
moud, M. P. for the county of Kiti- 
cardine» was |>laintifF» and Michael 
Whitehead, landlord of the*Bull inHf 
Prestonf defendant. It appeared from 
the statement of Mr Parke, that the 
plaintiff, his lady, and family, accom* 
panied by two gentlemen, stopped at 
defendant’s house, in Preston, oh their 
my to Scotland, in July last. 
fendaut had then no other horses at 
home but those which had brought 
plaintiff ’s two carriages from Chorley, 
and which were so much knocked up 
as to render it impassible for them to 
proceed. Plaintiff was, in consel|aence, 
obliged to order horses from another 
inn, which defendant thought proper 
to resist, saying, that he should not 
leav^ his house unless with his horses 5 
and on being remonstrated with, pro«» 
ceeded by force to carry his threat in- 
to effect, and, by his outrageous con- 
duct and abusive language, collected 
a mob, and thus for severm hours, widi 
force and violence, prevented the horses 
being put to ; and it was not tiU after 
feoeated applications to the mayor, nor 
till he had personally interposed his 
authority, that playjtiff was enabled to 
proceed. She case was satisfactorily 
proved by the genitexffen who were of 
the party, and the plaintiff’s servant. 
The defendant called no witnesses, but 
the jury were addressed by Mr Top- 
ping in mitigation of damages, on the 
ground of his being intoxicated at the 
* time, and the heavy costs be would 
have to pay. The jury deliberated a 
fciv minutes, and returned a verdict 
for* the plaintiff— '^Damages 501 . 

ijth.— E bINBUKGH. — ^COLOKEX, De 
BuaOHf— Yesterday, Berenger, who 
is charged with having periormed so 
conspicuous a part under the charac- 
of Colonel I)e Burgh, in the late 
Stock Exchange fraud, was ^pre- 
honded in the Britannia tavern, Leith. 
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He was traced from London to Sun- 
derland, and thence to Edinburgh, by 
Woods of the Alien Office, and Wat- 
kins from Sunderland. At Edinburgh, 
he took out a ticket in one of the Glas- 
gow coaches, to elude pursuit, and it 
was not till the return from that city 
of those who followed him, that the 
captain was discovered at Leith, where 
he had all this time remained, and was 
about to embark for Holland. He was 
found in bed by Mr Trotter, acting 
chief magistrate in absence of the 
Lord Provost, ahd brought to the^ 
Council Chamber, where he was kept 
in custody till nve o’clock, and sent 
off for London in a chaise and four, 
accompanied by the above-mentioned 
persons, and Archibald Campbell, one 
of the city officers, who had ^tribu- 
ted materially to his detectioipF 

Berenger is a middle-sized man, and 
was dressed in a black coat and vest, 
with grey overalls. His face is a little 
pitted with the small-pox, and has tlw 
appearance of having been much ex- 
posed to the weather. An immense 
crowd assembled in the Exchange to 
see him set off. 

13 th.— -Two sheriff’s oflScers went 
to Ithe house of Jacob Francis, at Ban- 
ham, mr Launceston, to levy an exe- 
ci^mi on his goods. On stating their 
business they were violently assaulted 
by Francis (who is an old man), his 
wife and family, who, being armed 
with sticks, knives, See. compell^^he 
officers to withdraw, after an ineffec- 
tual attempt to discharge their duty, 
in which they were both wounded. 
Having procured the assistance 6f 
some constables of Launc^ton, the 
officers again repaired to the hbuse, 
where they found the door shut, and 
the fiimBy armed, and were told, that 
whoever dared to enter should his 
life. They, however, forced an en- 
trance, and having seized the old man, 
were about to msarm him, when a 
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fowling-piece wae discharged at one 
of the constables, named Jory, and its 
contents having entered his Bidc> he 
fell dead on the spot. The whole of 
the family were taken into custody, 
15 th*-^At the late Somerset assiaes, 
a cause of the greatest importance to 
sportsmen was tried, by which it was 
established, that no person has a right 
to destroy dogs belonging to other per- 
sons, whether trespassing or not, and 
that cautionary boards are of no avail 
The action was brought by MnCor- 
ner, against T. S« Champneys, Esq. 
and his gamekeeper,* for shooting the 
plaintiflf^s greyhound, which was pro- 
ved by several gentlenien to be a most 
valuable animal. It appeared that Mr 
Champneys had ordered his servants 
to destroy all dog? found on his pre^ 
mises ; and one witness stated that the 
dog was forcibly taken, tied to the 
stump of a tree, and there shot and 
buried* The defendant attempted to 
justify himself by stating that he had 
cautionary boards put up, specifying, 
that all dogs found on his grounds 
would be shot. The learned judge 
animadverted severely on Mr Champ., 
ney’s conduct, and stated, that such 
notice would nbt justify the destruc- 
tion of dogs. The jui'y returned a ver- 
dict for the plaintin— Damages dOK 
NoTTmoHAM.— On Sunday 
last, about twelve o^clock, Mr Orm^s 
patent lace manufactory, at Castle Do- 
nington, Leicestershire, was forcibly 
entered by a band of desperadoes, sup- 
posed ten or twelve, and the entire 
machinery, consisting of twelve warp 
lace fiames, reduced to a heap of ruins, 
with the exception of one, which re- 
ceived only a partial injury. The de- 
predators, not content with commit- 
ting havoc on the machinery, cut or 
burnt all the valuable cotton-yam and 
lacc-pieces within the premises. The 
dry timber materids they attempted to 
fire ; and had their scheme succeeded, 
the whole building might have pre- 


sente^ one vnst mass of flame.' Mr 
and Orga being rouMd from their 
sleep,* the latter threw up a sash, and 
put her head out of the window to 
learn what the matter was ; but be- 
fore a wofd was exchanged, one of 
the villains that stood sentry dischar- 
ged a pistol Or musket at her hea^ 
the contents of whjch she distinctly felt 
pass by her. After the work of de- 
struction was over, one oi the wretches 
exclaimed, « Old Simon, before we 
leave you, I will have another peg at 
you when two pieces were immecH- 
ately discharged, the heavy shot frotti 
which perforated the glass of the bed’- 
room window in more than twenty 
places ;*but Mr Orgil, though in the 
room, received no personal injury. Se- 
^ veral persons who worked with him 
some time ago, and who left firm in 
consequence of a dispute about prices^ 
have been seized. 

16 th.— This day the foundation- 
stone was laid of the new house, with 
which the Marquis of Queeusberry 
has resolved to adorn the estate of his 
ancestors. Its site is chosen with much 
taste and judgment on a rising ground 
near the entry to the old house of Kel- 
head, and it promises to be, not only 
in extent of accoq^modation and ele- 
gance of plan, but also beauty of 
situation, by faf the most magnificent 
place in the south of Scotland. Some 
of the neighbouring gentlemen, and a 
number of the respectable tenantry be- 
longing to the estate, assembled to wit- 
ness the ceremony, and the foundatioiiiR 
stone being laid, W, Grierson, Esqi ♦ 
the marquis's factor, stated that he had 
been deputed by his lordship to preside 
on this occasion, with authority to give 
to this new residence the ancient pamt 
of Kinmont-house. A glass bottle was 
deporited beneath the foundationstouei 
containing a specimen of all the dtiKu'- 
ent coins current in the united king- 
dom, ahd the names of the noble owner,^ 
the architect, the maatertliiiilder, and 
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the ovferseef of the work, togeth4* ^ith 
the London gaz^te^ linnounciif^ the 
, aibdicatjon of the French autocrat, and 
a copy of the Dumfries Courier, which 
contains the glorious details connected 
■with that joyful and astonishing eyent. 
On the 14th the ice of the river 
Dun a broke up, but agrin congealed 
and stuck fast on tl\e 16tb. The con- 
sequence was, that the water burst 
through the dykes, and . caused da- 
mage in Riga to the amount of 30 
millions of roubles. More than 80 ves- 
scls with hemp were sunk, and a great 
quantity of timber and masts, besides 
400 houses, destroyed. 

18th.~ ()n the 15th a novel s^pectacle 
presented itself at Portsmouth in the 
arrival of the Polonaise French ship 
of the line, of 80 guns, with a French 
rear-admiral’s flag and the Bourbon 
colours flying, being the first French 
ship of that description that ever an- 
chored at S pithead not as a prize. 
She was commanded by Rear-Admi- 
ral Trouett, and brought over a de- 
putation, consisting of five French 
gentlemen, to Louis XV II I. from 
tln^-pclncipal authorities and inhabi- 
tants of Cherbourg, to congratulate 
him upon his happy restoration. 

A spirit of in8ubQj;dination has begun 
to be agaiif^anife^tcd in the neigh- 
bourhood of Nottingliarp, Threaten - 
ing letters have been sent to some of 
the most respectable hosiers : And 
Saturday's Gazette ofTers the Prince 
Regent's pardon, and a reward of 200 

f uineas, for the discovery and appre- 
ension of five or six persons disguised 
in flannel shirts, who, early in the 
morning of the 4th instant, broke into 
the shop of Mr Morley, of Greasley, 
in th^ county of Nottingham, and de- 
stroyed several stocking-frames, with 
the work that was on them. 

19th. — ^Thoipas Bryan, of Bilston, 
in Staffordshire, a miner, after having 
been drinking the whole of the day, 
returned to his house about eight o’- 


clock, in company with a person na- 
med Nevett, his companion in the 
day's merriment, and his wife, Mary 
Bryan, who bad been with them for a 
short time. They supped together ; 
and the woman afterwards went out 
at the front door, leaving ker husband 
and Nevett together. A few minutes 
after, Nevett went out for a short 
time, when Bryan immediateljr took 
up his hat, went out at the hact door, 
and at length round the house to the 
front door, apparently agitated with 
jealousy. His wjfe very soon follow- 
ed him into the house : Bryan said to 
her, « Well, thee art come, art ?" at 
which she smiled, and replied, “ Aye, 
lad, I am come." He then said, 
“ Aye, and I'll be with thee in a mi- 
nute upon which he quitted his seat, 
and taking from the chimney-piece a 
large carving knife, went towards his 
wife, who met him, and a scuffle en- 
sued. Nevett interfered, and pulled 
him away, but too late ; the blood 
flowed upon the floor. A surgeon 
was sent for, after whose arrival she 
ga8jj>ed two or three times, and then 
expired. Bryan was immedmely ta- 
ken into custody:- And on, Friday an 
inquest was held, when the Jury re- 
turned a verdict of wilful murder 
against the said T. Bryan, who was 
in consequence committed to Stafford 
gaol. 

20th,— On this day the inhabitants 
of London were gratified with the ex- 
traordinary and interesting spectacle, of 
the solemn entry of a king of .France. 
Louis XVIII. from his retreat at 
Hartwell, being summoned to assume 
the crown of his native kingdom, was 
invited by the Prince Regent, first to 
display the royal dignity in the capi- 
tal of England ; and nothing could 
surpass the respectful attentiq^i, and, 
as It may be termed, the affectiphaie 
sympathy exhibited in the whole be- 
haviour of his Royal Highness to- 
wards the illu&trious stranger, now». 
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from an e»ile* become a potent mo- 
narch, *Hi8 feelings appeared to be 
communicated to the whole British 

S ublic 5 and a sovereign could scarcely 
e welcomed into his own capital with 
more cordial rejoicing, than Louis was 
into the British metropolis. 

Early on the day, an arrangement 
for the king^s entrance was issued from 
thef Horse-giiards, directing aft tSe mi- 
litary part of the procession, which 
was rendered as full and splendid as 
the present diminished state of the 
guards and other troops would permit. 

At four in the morning the Pi ince 
Regcnt^s state- carriage, with seven of 
the usual royal equipages, with out- 
riders, had set out for Stanmore, 
where his majesty was to breakfast. 
At eleven oVlock two troops of the 
Oxford Blurs, in their state uniforms, 
arrived at Kilb urn- turn pike, to escort 
the Prince Regent to Stanmore. 

Her Majesty and the Princesses 
Elizabeth and Mary arrived at the 
Qucen’s-palace, from Windsor. The 
prince Regent, after giving an audi- 
ence to Earl Bathurst, left Carlton - 
house in his travelling carriage, for 
Stanmore, at half-past twelve o’clock, 
attended by the I)uke of Montrose, 
Master of, the Horse, and Viscount 
Melbourne, the Lord in Waking. 
His Royal Highness’s postiftiohs were 
dressed in white jackets, with white 
hats and cockades. 

The Duchess of Oldenburg sent 
invitations to the Queen, and the 
Princesses Elizabeth, Mary, Char- 


lott J of Wales, and Sophia Glou- 
cester, 16 Some to the Pultcney hotel, 
to see the royal procession : They ail 
went except her majesty ; and there 
the royaj party weie also joined by 
the Russian Ambassador, the Coun- 
tess Lteven, General Taikcscoff, the 
Baron Nicolai, &c. 

The Prince Regent arrived at the 
Abercorn Arms inn, at Stanmore, 
about two o’clock,* from whence the 
procession was to proceed. The town 
of Stanmore exhibited the most novel 
sight : There was hardly a house that 
did not display tokens of respect, by 
means of (lags, ribbands, &c. Num- 
bers the nobility and gentry of that 
part of rhe country, and in fact every 
person who could procure a horse, 
went a mile out of the towm to accom- 
pany the king of France into Stan- 
more ; and when his majesty had got 
within a short distance, the populace, 
who had become extremely numerous, 
took the horses from his carriage, and 
drew lum into the village. The Prince 
Regent was at the door of the inn in 
readiness to receive his majesty, which 
his Royal Highness did according to 
the custom of the French nation by 
embracing him : They conversed in 
the French laugiwige. The king was 
jdressed in bli^p ^iid goi3, resembling 
the Windsor uniform. The Prince 
Regent was in full regimentals, with 
his Russian and English orders. 

The procession being formed, it be- 
gan to move in the follo\\"ing order, at 
20 minutes past three o’clock ; 


One Hundred Gentlemen on Horseback# 

Horse Trumpeters. 

A numerous party of tlie Royal Horse Guards. 

Six Royal Carriages, the servants with white cockades; an outrider to each carriage. 
A party of the Royal Horse G<iards. 

Lastly, came the State Carriage, in which were the King of France, ami the Prince 
Regent, drawn by eight cresuu- coloured horses, and surmounted by the Royal Stand* 
of England. 
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An officer of the royaj ho|Be gu^rd* 
rode at each window, and a ntimerous 
party of horse closed the procession. 

Though, from some changes in the 
arrangements, it became generally 
known in^the morning, that the train 
could not reach town till between five 
and six o’clock, such was the impati* 
ence of the multitude,^that the princi- 
pal avenues were cjrowded from noon* 
But this multitude was not the mere 
populace ; persons of the first distinc- 
tion lined the road with their equi- 
pages ; and perhaps not the least de- 
lightful and admirable part of the day's 
exhibition was to be found among the 
spectators. The day was fine, sky 
almost without a cloud: Wherever 
the eye ranged it fell on splendour and 
beauty, attitudes and countenances of 
loveliness and joy. From Albemarle- 
street to the Park was almost one 
mass of carriages, with females of the 
first fashion standing on the seats. 
Every balcony and window in that 
stately range of buildings was fuU, 
waving with the Bourbon flag or 
wreathed with white. About one o’- 
clock a troop of the Life Guards took 
their stand opposite the Pulteney Ho- 
tel, with the band of the regiment. 
This spot atijnacted'^n unusual con- 
course. • 

About four miles from town, the 
procession met the line of vehicles, 
which preserved even so far a nearly 
unbroken continuity. The villas on 
each side were decorated, scaffoldings 
raised, and even the trees hung with 
fhe flag of the lilies. As it advanced, 
couriers were dispatched to announce 
its approach. At half-past five it en- 
tered ^he Park by Cumberland Gate. 
On its* opening out into Piccadilly, 
the whole view was eminently striking. 
From the ascent near the Green Park, 
the total pomp lay under the eye; 
and the combination of military splen- 
dour, stately movement, and countless 


multitude, gave a coup-d’oeil of unri<* 
vailed richness, interest, and variety. 
A troop of gentlemen on horseback, 
with white cockades, led the way. 
The carriages followed, escorted by 
detachments of the Life Guards. A 
strong body of the 14jth Light Dra- 
goons and London Volunteer Horse 
brought pp the rear. The ceremonial 
moved slowly on, impeded by the ea- 
gerness of the multitude. 

When his majesty entered Grillon’s 
Hotel in Albemarle-street, he had bold 
of the prince’s arm, who conducted 
him to the principal apartment prepa- 
red for the French monarch , de 
Us being embroidered in gold upon 
hangings of crimson velvet. In this 
superb room, the Earls of Bucking- 
hamshire, Bathurst, and Liverpool, 
the foreign ambassadors, and about 
one hundred and fifty of the ancient 
French noblesse, were in attendance 
to receive his majesty, who seeming 
much fatigued, an arm chair was 
brought, in which his majesty seated 
himself, the Duke of York on his left, 
his Royal Highness the Prince Regent 
and the Duchess D’Angouleme on 
his right, the Prince de Cond6 and the 
Due de Bourbon facing him, with all 
hia suite surrounding him. The Mar- 
quis of Hertford and the Earl of Chol- 
morideley were behind the chair. 

The Prince Regent then address 
his romesty to the following effect - 
Your majesty will permit me to 
offer you my heartiest congratulations 
upon that great event which has aU 
ways been amongst the warmest of my 
wishes, and which must eminently 
contribute to the happiftess not only 
of your majesty’s people, but tp the 
repose and happiness of all other na« 
tions. I am sure 1 may add, that mj 
own sentiments and feelings are in 
son with those of the universal British 
nation, and that the triumph and tran- 
sport with which your majesty will be 
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received • in yotir own capital, can 
scarcely exceed the joy and satisfac- 
tion which your majesty's restoration 
to the throne of your ancestors has 
created in the capital of the British 
empire/^ 

To which his M^esty replied,— 
Your Royal Highness will ac- 
cept tny most sincere and grateful 
thanks for your Royal Highness’s con- 
gratulations— for the invariable kind- 
ness with which I have been treated 
by your Roy al Highness, and by every 
member of your iimstrious House. It 
is to your Royal Highness’s councils, 
to this great country, and to the con- 
stancy of its people, that I shall al- 
ways ascribe, under Providence, the 
restoration of our house to the throne 
of our ancestors, and that state of af- 
fairs which promises to heal the wounds, 
to calm the passions, and to restore 
the peace, tranquillity, and prosperity 
of all nations.** 

His majesty then, assisted by the 
Prince de Cond<‘, and the Duke de 
Bourbon, taking the ribband of the 
order of Saint Esprit from his own 
shoulder, and the star from his breast, 
invested the Prince with it, declaring 
hia happiness, that it should be upon 
his Royal Highness he should first 
have the honour of conferring that an- 
cient order, upon his restoration. His 
Royal Highness soon after took leave. 

FoNrAlMBLEAU, AmiL, 21st. — 
Buonaparte set out from this town 
yesterday, at eleven in the forenoon 
(and not on the 19th, as stated in one 
of our journals,} followed by 14? cafri- 
' ages. His ^ort required 60 post 
horses. Tt^MPour commissioners of 
the allied pqWers who accompany him, 
are M- Souwiilow, the Prussian gene- 
ral K-olhere, an English general, and 
another general, s^posed to be an 
Austrian. — Four officers of his house- 
hold, among others his baker, form 
part of his retinue. Very few military 
men are gone with him, an4 they in- 
6 


aliii 

tend,I as is reported, to leave him at 
the*place of embarkation. At the 
moment of his departure, he address* 
ed the officers and subalterns of the 
old guard, who were still about hit 
person, nearly ili these word%: 

« I bid you farewell. For these 
20 years that we have been together, 

I have been satisfied with you. 1 have 
always found you oq the road to glo- 
ry. All the powers of Europe have 
taken up arms against me. Part of my 
generals have betrayed their duty, and 
France herself has betrayed hers. 

With you and the brave men who 
remained faithful to me, I have for 
three years preserved France from ci- 
vil war. 

Be faithful to the new king whom 
France has chosen, and forsake not 
your dear country, which has too long 
been unfortunate. 

<< Lament not my fate ; I shall be 
happy, when I know that you are 
so. 

I could have been satisfied to die 
-^nothing would have been more easy 
for me — but I wish still to pursue the 
road to glory— I will write the histoay 
of our achievements. 

«« I cannot embrace you all, but I 
will embrace y6ur general— -Coinl, 
General— braced him.) 

Bring me the eagle-^— let me em- 
brace it too — ( He embraced the ea- 

f le.)— Ah I beloved eagle, may the 
isses which 1 bestow on thee resound 
in the ears of posterity I Farewell, my 
children ! Farewell, my brave fellows \ 
Come round me once more I** 

The staff, accompanied by the four 
commissioners of the allied powers, 4 
then formed a circle round him. « 

Buonaparte afterwards got ihto his 
carriage. — At this moment he was un- 
able to suppress his emotion, apd he 
shed some tears. At the moment of 
his departure he asked for Constant, 
his first valet-de*chambre, but he had 
hid himself, probably that he might 
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not accompany Buonaparte, thpugh 
he had the preceding day received a 
gratuity of 50,()()0 francs 

22d — The Right Honourable Lord 
Mayor, the aldermen, recoi^der, slie- 
rifl's, city officers, and common coun^ 
cil of the city of London, waited upon 
his majesty Louis XVII L king of 
France, at GrillonV hotel, in Albe* 
marie- street, with an address, which 
was read by John Silvester, Esq, the 
recorder, 

53Sd.— This morning, about eight o'- 
clock, his most Chiistian majesty, the 
Duchess of Angoulcme, the Prince 
de Condc, and the Duke de Bourbon, 
left London to embark at Dewer for 
France. An immense concourse of 
people had assembled in Albemarle- 
street at an early hour. The escort 
of horse-guards took their station op- 
posite Grillon’s hotel soon after six. 
About seven the Prince of Cond^ and 
the Duke of Bourbon arrived ; in a 
short time afterwards they were joined 
by the Duke of Sussex, who came ou 
horseback, and wore his full dress 
highland uniform. The Duke of 
Kent followed. Both their royal high- 
nesses received the affectionate greet- 
ings of those assembled. 

^ jBetween seven arfd eight o’clock it 
was announced that^^tke Duchess of 
Angouleme was approaching, to pay 
her dutiful reverence to her sovereign 
and uncle, before his departure, her 
royal highness going from her house 
in South Audley-street. Immediately 
every head was uncovered, and every 
Voice was exerted to announce the 
esteem and respect generally felt for 
^ the amiable daughter of Louis XVL 
Her ^pyal highness remained with her 
uncle about a quarter of an hour, and 
on her return was handed to her car- 
riage by the Duke of Kent. She 
seemed much affected, bowed several 
times, and repeatedly pronounced the 
word “ adieu” to those about her. 

About eight o'clock his majesty de- 


scendc^d from his apartments,; and as 
soon as the populace perceived him, 
they saluted him with three hearty 
cheers. His majesty returned this 
compliment by repeatedly bowing. 
He appeared in the highcct spirits. 
The Duke de Duras accompanied 
him. When the carriage drove off, 
he was again cheered, and the popu- 
lace exclaimed ^ — God bless your majes^ 
ty — a happy return to your native 
country. He bowed on each side se- 
veral times. His majesty proceeded 
down St James’s-street, Pall-mall, and 
Parliament-street, over Westminster- 
bridge. 

The Dukes of Sussex and Kent 
rode by the side of the carriage, and 
conversed with the king. The Prince 
of Cond$ and the Duke de Bourbon 
followed. The royal carriages were 
preceded and followed by an escort of 
cavalry. 

The Prince Regent, accompanied 
by Lord Y armouth and Colonel Bloom- 
field, quitted Carleton-house at six o’- 
clock the same morning, and proceeded 
to Dover, to be in readiness to receive 
his majesty, and to remain with him 
till his final departure from, this coun- 
try. 

Upon the arrival of his majesty in 
Kent, he was met by the Marquis 
Camden, lord lieutenant of the county, 
attended by a detachment of the Kent- 
ish yeomanry, by whom bis majesty 
was escorted to Dover. The whole 
road was lined with spectators. The 
towns through which he passed were 
decorated with white banners and flags, 
the bells were set guns were 

fired, and in fact every flb^ible demon- 
stration of respect an*4ffiectiqn was, 
exhibited on this novel but happy oc- 
casion. 

24th,— Dover.— A t one o’clock this 
afternoon the Royal Sovereign yacht 
sailed from our pier head, having on 
board his majesty Louis XVIJL ; at 
four o'clock she was seen at anchor in 
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Calais reads. The departure of his 
majesty from the hospitable shores of 
England, and his return to the throne 
of his ancestors, took place in presence 
of one of the most numerous and de- 
lighted assemblages that a happy con- 
currence of events could bring toge- 
ther. The pier and the whole of the 
shore were also lined with troops,* who 
had been assembled in honour of the 
occasion from different parts of the 
district. 

A little before one o’clock the 
Prince Regent, acebmpanied by Lord 
Yarmouth, Colonel Bloomfield, &c. 
having taken leave of his majesty, came 
ashore from the Royal Sovereign yacht, 
which was stationed quite close to the 
quay, and was received by a royal sa- 
lute from the whole line of troops. 
Tile king of France did not appear 
upon deck ; but the Duke de Bour- 
bon, and the other French nobility 
present, took off their hats on the Re- 
gent's leaving the ship. The tide 
then serving, the Royal Sovereign got 
under weigh, and passed the pier-head 
under a salute from all the batteries* 
Here the scene was most interesting : 
the Prince Regent bad taken his sta- 
tion on the farthest point of the pier, 
and cheered the vessel as she passed, 
in which he was accompanied, by an 
immense concourse of spectators of aS 
classes. It would be difficult to de- 
scribe the feelings to which such a 
scene gave birth. Its novelty, its im- 
portance, the various circumstances 
attending the principal personages en- 
gaged in it, ail contributed to render 
it interesting and impressive in the 
highest degree ; tears and acclamations 
were mixed, and all appeared affected. 

On the yacht reaching the roads, 
she was received by a royal salute from 
the ships of war there stationed, among 
which was the Jason, the flag ship of 
the Duke of Clarence. She then ran 
over for Calais with a fine breeze, and 


was only jDctween three and four hours 
on her passage. 

25th.-- — Calais.— —,The different 
yachts sailed out of Dover harbour m 
the most? majestic style, and as the 
breeze was extremely favourable, they 
proceeded across the channel with the 
utmost rapidity, accompanied and con- 
voyed by the fleet under the command 
of the Duke of Clarence. Ou arri- 
ving off the French coast, the royal 
yacht hove to, when the Duke of 
Clarence, in the Jason frigate, passed 
her, fired a royal salute, and then man- 
ned his yards, gave thre^heers, and 
bore away. Every 5hip%f the fleet 
passed* the royal yacht, saluted and 
cheered. The Royal Sovereign yacht 
then approached the harbour of Ca- 
lais, and was received by a roar of can- 
non, which lasted upwards of two 
hours, and was in extent along the 
French coast furtlier than the eye 
could reach ; from Calais to Boulogne 
^peared in one entire blaze. The 
Duke, of Clarence having now perform- 
ed his high and gratifying functions of 
conveying a restored monarch to the 
country of his ancestors, immediately 
sailed back for England, 

28th, — The retjiirn of peace and in- 
tercourse with the continent of Europe 
has produced ^l^reat increase to the 
trade of Leith : Iftpwarda of seventy 
vessels have sailed for Holland, and 
different parts of the continent; vrithin 
the last four weeks, all laden with va- 
luable cargoes of British manufactures 
and colonial produce, and a great many, 
more arc preparing to sail for the same 
destination. 

AGRlCUtTUHAL REPORT. 

Sowing not having become general 
till towards the end of March, a good 
deal of barley still remains to be put 
into the ground. Tiie rains, in the 
end of April, h.>ve greatly retarded all 
the usual operations of the season, and 
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particularly the planting of potatoes, 
and the sowing of grass-seeas among 
autumn and winter sown wheat* The 
present appearance of the wheat crop 
IS in many situations by no^mean8 fa- 
vourablcr and very little could be sown 
in spring. The mild showery weather 
of April has produced a rapid vegeta- 
tion, and cultivated ^herbage and pas- 
tures are somewhat more forward than 
usual at this period. The immense 
loss of turnips, by the uncommon se- 
verity of last winter, has thus been 
fortunately but little felt. Yellow and 
Swedish turnips, which, though par- 
tially injur#, have suffered in a inuch 
less degree than the commo»f kinds, 
must in future be highly appreciated. 

Corn markets continued dmost stea- 
dy, till about a month ago $ and butch- 
ers meat was gradudly advancing* 
The glorious occurrences on the con- 
tinent have since that time occasioned 
a general stagnation in the home corn 
trade ; and both fat and lean cattle 
have declined in price considerably. 
Grass parks, also, have been let, in 
most instances, at a reduction of rent ; 
in some places, of sq much as 15 and 
20 per cent. The wages of labour 
have in no instance faUen, notwlth- 
ftanding the low pfices of grain for 
the last six months and in manufac- 
turing districts, th% wages of farm-la- 
bourers are even nowrising much above 
the average of late years. 


MAY. 

2d.-~FRANC®*-— The progress of 
Louis XVIIl. from Calais to Com- 
peigne, which he reached on the 30th 
ult. was much retarded by the prodi- 
gious concourse of people who flock- 
ed from all quarters to welcome his 
return. At Compeigne he was waited 
on by Monsieur bis brother, the allied 


sovereigns, French marshals, 3cc. His 
majesty replied to the various addresses 
with much kindness. He spoke to 
each marshal individually. When he 
arose, he leaned on the arms of the 
two nearest to him, and said, It is 
on you, marshals, I wish always to 
support myself ; approach, and sur- 
round me. You have always been good 
Frenchmen. I hope France wifi no 
longer have need of your swords. If 
ever, which God forbid, we are forced 
to draw them, afflicted as I am with 
the gout, I will march with you.*^— - 
The marshals replied : — “ Sire, be 
pleased to consider us as the pillars of 
your majesty throne. It is our wish 
to be its firmest support.’* 

His majesty reached the castle of 
St Ouen, about three miles from Paris, 
on the evening of the 2d inst. Every 
where the country people received him 
with enthusiasm, and, in the true lan- 

r age of the heart, exclaimed, Louis 
desirif Vive noire pere/** During 
his stay at St Ouen he signed an im- 
portant document, approving the. fun- 
damental principles of the constitu- 
tional plan of the senate, but avowing 
an intention to subject it to the revi- 
sion of a select committee of the senate 
and legislative body. The following 
is^a copy 

Louis, by the grace of God, king 
of France and Navarre— To all those 
to whom these presents come, greet- 
ing;— 

Recalled by the love of our peo- 
ple to th^ throne df our fathers, en- 
lightened by the misfortunes of the 
nation which we were destined to go- 
vern, our first thought is to invoke 
that mutual confidence so n^essary to 
our repose, and to her happiness* Af- 
ter having read attentively the plan of 
the constitution proposed by the se- 
nate in the session of the 6th of April 
last, we have acknowledged that the 
bases were good, but that a great many 
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articles bearing the appearance of pre- 
cipitation with which they have been 
digested, cannot, in their actual form, 
become the fundamental law of the 
state. — Resolved to adopt a liberal 
constitution, willing that it be wisely 
cofTibined, and not being able to ac- 
cept one that it is indispensable to rec- 
tify, we call together for the IQth of 
June, of the present year, the senate 
and the legislative body ; we engage 
to place under their eyes the pains 
which we have taken with a commis- 
^sion chosen out of ‘those two bodies, 
and to give for the bases to that con- 
stitution the following guarantees : — 
The representative government shall 
be maintained the same as exists this 
day, divided into two bodies, viz. The 
senate, and the chamber, composed of 
deputies of the departments. The du- 
ties shall be liberally granted. Public 
and individual liberty secured. The 
liberty of the press respected, saving 
the necessary precautions for the pub- 
lic tranquillity. The liberty of wor- 
ship guaranteed. Property shall be in- 
violable and sacred $ the sale of na- 
tional estates shall remain irrevocable. 
The ministers being responsible, may 
be prosecuted by one of the houses of 
legislature, and judged by the other. 
The judges shall be irremoveable, and 
the judicial power independent. The 
public debt shall be guaranteed, the 
pensions, degrees, muitary honours, 
shall be preserved, as well the ancient 
as the new nobility. The legion of 
honour, of which we shall determine 
the decoration, shall be maintained. 
All Frenchmen shall be admissible to 
employments, civil and military. Fi- 
nally, no individual can be disturbed 
for his opinion and votes. 

Lours. 

<< Done at Saint Ouen, the 
2d May, 1814. 

Oil Tuesday J|the 3d, his majesty 
made his solemircntry into Paris, at- 


tended by the members of the house- 
hold and*of government, the marshals 
of France, the court attendants, and 
a long file of carriages, preceded by 
cavalry of the national guards and of 
the line. The particulars of this grand 
and interesting ceremonial have been 
given at much length in the French 
papers. The wh'ole population of Pa^ 
ris was assembled to, witness the joyous 
entrte; and, to judge from the de- 
scription given, their enthusiasm was 
boundless on thus witnessing the re* 
storation of their legitimate king. That 
part of the procession in which the 
sovereign was immediately^rescnt, con- 
sisted of fourteen state carriages, each 
drawn by eight horses. The monarch 
was in a rich and elegant open landau, 
drawn by eight white horses, present- 
fed to him by the Prince Regent of 
England. Their heads were adorned 
with plumes of white feathers. On 
the left of the king was seated the 
daughter of Louis XVI. Monsiei^r 
the Count d’ Artois, and bis son the 
Duke de Bern, were on each side of 
him, on horseback. The marshals of 
the empire were almost all of them 
present with their suites, cithem^ on 
horseback, or in equipages. The num- 
ber of troops in aflay exceeded 33,000, 
25,000 of whirffwere national guards. 

The triumphal arch of Porte St 
Denis was ornamented with the arms 
of France, and a crown of flowers, 
surmounted b;|^ the spotless standard 
decked with lilies. The prefects of 
the Seine and of the police were sta- 
tioned at the barrier ; the former adl 
dressed his majesty, and presented to 
him the keys of tne city. His majesty 
replied : 1 am at last in my. good 

city of Paris. I experience A hvely 
emotion from the proofs of affectiqn 
which are at this moment given me. 
Nothing could be more agreeable to 
my heart than to see erected the sta- 
tue of him, the recollection of whom, 
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simonp^ all my noble anccstoijs, in the 
most dear to me. I touch the keys, 
wild restore them to you ; they could 
not be in better hands, nor t‘ntrust<>d 
to magistrates more worthy ©f guard- 
ing theme’* The procession advanced 
to the cathedral ; when the senate, le- 
gislative body, univerdty, and judicial 
courts, mixed wuh the military and 
clergy. The DomnCf aahmm fac He- 
and Tc Denm^ wore pertvjrmed. 
The procession then continued to the 
palace of the Tuilltrics, where the 
Duchess dWngouleme was received 
by 144 ladies. The king and the royal 
family appeared at the windows, and 
embraced Monsieur (Count d’Artois) 
amid the acclamations of the people. 
Vive le Roi! Vivent Ics Bourbons! 
W'ere unceasingly heard from an im- 
mense concourse of spectators. At 
flight there was a general illumination. 
Fireworks were let off on Point Louis 
XVI. The musicians of the conser- 
vatory played several airs under the 
windows of the Tuilleries. At half- 
past ten the king appeared again at 
the windows, and saluted the assem- 
bled thousands with affection. Swiss 
g'ldfrds do the duty at the Tuilleries 
as formerly. 

Not a single fore^ soldier joined 
the procession. Theallicd sovereigns 
appeared only at the windows of a 
private house. The next day they 
visited Louis XV 11 1, and there was a 
grand review of the allied troops, at 
which the Duke of Wellington was 
^Iso present, who left tlie army on the 
noth ult. During his grace's stay in 
Paris, he was treated wdth the highest 
^distinction by t!ie king of France, 
and the otiier great personages, and 
follow'cd by the acclamatiuns of the 
populace. 

Louis XV 'II. has issued an ani- 
mated proclamation ; in which he ob- 
serves, that the happiness of France 
.iliall mark his reign j and Iiis inmost 


wishes arc, that it may leave recollec- 
tions worthy of being associated to the 
memory of those kings whose first and 
most noble virtue was paternal good- 
ness. The declaration forbids com- 
pliance with requisitions contrary to 
the armistice, but commands the dif- 
ferent authorities to take care that the 
armies of the allies are regularly and 
well supplied. This has reference to 
discontents prevailing in the provinces, 
in consequence of exactiou4> Dy the al- 
lied troops. 

The funeral service for the late king 
and queen, their son, and Madame 
Elizabeth, was celebrated on the i4th. 
Monsieur, the Duke de Berri, and the 
princes of the blood, were the chief 
mourners. The king and the Duchessi 
of Angonleme occupied an elevated 
tribune. The funeral oration was pro- 
nounced by the Abbe Gris DuvaL 
The public accounts say that it wai 
received with peculiar approbation; 
but private letters say that it was cen- 
sured by many well disposed persons, 
as a departure from the royal declara- 
tion, in exasperating those who ought 
to be. conciliated. 

At the head of the new ministry, is 
M. d’Ambray as chancellor, and M. 
Talleyrand as minister for foreign af- 
fairs. The Abbe de Montesquieu is 
the minister of the interior ; and M. 
Malouet, minister of finance. 

By an ordinance of the king, Mon- 
sieur resumes the title of colonel-ge- 
neral of the Swiss guards, the Prince 
de Conde that of coloncl-gcneral of 
the infantry of the line, the Due d’An- 
goulcme is appointed coloneLgcneral 
of the cuirassiers and dragoons, the 
Due de Berri colonel-general of the 
chasseurs and light -horse lancers, tlie 
Due d’Orleans colonel-general of the 
hussars, and tlie Due de Botfrbon co- 
lonel-general of light infantry, 

A council of wa||ia8 been appoint- 
ed, to consist of fourteen members, 
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most of them lately the prindpd ge- 
nerA of ‘Buonaparte ; Ney, Auge- 
reauy and Macdonald, stand at the 
head of the list — these marshals have 
dropped their old titles, and are to re- 
ceive othei^ instead. 

^th.— Between 12 and 1 o’clock, 
two old houses in Lombard-street, 
Mint, in the Borough, fell down with 
a tremendous crash. Four peraons 
were killed by this terrible accident — 
two men, a boy, and a girl. These 
unfortunate creatures, were literally 
bruised to mummies^ and were with 
great difficulty got out of the rub- 
bish ; three others were much hurt, 
and taken to the hospital. The house 
had not been repaired for a consider- 
able time, and, like many others in the 
Mint, was mouldering with age, 

Porto Ferrajo^ Isle of Elha^ 
May 8. 

On the 3d instant, at six in the 
evening, there appeared in our roads 
an English frigate ; it hoisted out a 
boat, which landed several officers of 
the Russian, English, and Austrian 
staffs, with two French generals ac- 
companying the ex-emperor Napo- 
leon, who was on board the frigate. 
Thsse officers having officially com- 
municated to the commandant of the 
port the events which had taken place 
in France, the abdication of Buona- 
parte, and his arrival at Elba, prepa- 
rations were made during the night 
for the reception of this famous per- 
sonage. Next morning, a flag sent by 
the dethroned emperor was brought 
into the town, and immediately hoist- 
ed on tlie castle, amidst the salute of 
artillery. .Some time after, Buona- 
parte landed with all his suite, and 
was saluted with 101 rounds of can- 
non. The English frigate replied with 
a salute of 24* guns. Buonaparte was 
conducted to the house of the mayor, 
where he received, -ithe visits of all the 
VOL. VII. PAKT U. 


superior civil officers ; he affeotfd an 
air of conf^denco, and even of gaiety, 
puttirfg a liumber of questions relative 
to the isle. After reposing some mo- 
ments, Buonaparte got on horseback, 
and, with liis suite, visited the forts of 
Marciana, Campo, Capo, Livj;-i, and 
Rio. On the morning of the 5th, the 
ex-emperor, with the commissaries of 
the allied powers, fode to Porto Lon- 
gona, five miles from ^his town. He 
also visited the iron-mines, which con- 
stitute the wealth of the isle of Elba/’ 
iOth.-A singular phenomenon took 
place in the province of Tschernomorsk, 
near Altenirjuk, opposite to the Sdt 
Marshes, in the sea of AsofF. The 
weather ‘was calm and serene, when, 
at two o’clock p. M. a tremendous noise 
was heard issuing from the sea, at the 
distance of about 200 fathoms from 
the shore, and the bottom of the sea 
was seen to rise above the surface of 
the water. Flames, accompanied with 
a sound like the discharge of cannon, 
burst from it, and large masses of earth 
and stones were projected into the air. 
The first ten eruptions, which follow- 
ed within a quarter of an hour of one 
another, were the most violent ; the, 
succeeding ones were more distant ||i|| 
weaker. This phenomenon contintHf 
till after night. A* ’smell of a peculiar 
kind, but not resmbling sulphur, was 
diffused to the distance of 10 wersts. 
The noise was beard at the like dis- 
tance ; and a subterraneous motion, 
attended with a hollow rumbling, was 
also perceived. Hereupon an island 
appeared at the above-mentioned spot, 
with several springs, which threw up • 
a fluid mud which gradually became 
dry. 

Recovering their alarm, people began 
to examine the island. It seemed .to be 
inaccessible, as it was completely sur- 
rounded to the distance of five fathoms 
by a slimy mud ; and it was only in one 
place that they succeeded in reaching 
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the middle of it« Its lengthy from west 
to east, is 70 arschines : height a fa- 
thom and a half. The surface is co- 
vered with a whitish chalky substance. 

12th. — John Gibson, late nailer in 
Hawick, who was tried at the Circuit 
Court <ff Justiciary, held at Jedburgh 
in April last, and convicted of the mur- 
der of Janet Renwkrk, his wife, was, 
pursuant to his sentence, executed on 
the Common H^gh at Hawick. His 
behaviour during his trial, and for some 
days subsequent, was remarked to be 
exceedingly hardened ; but previous to 
his execution he was apparently peni- 
tent, and entertained a proper sense of 
the atrocity of the crime he hgd com- 
mitted, and the justice of the ignomi- 
nious and shameful death to which he 
was condemned. After ascending the 
scaffold the criminal addressed the spec- 
tators in nearly the following words : 

Since my condemnation, a great ma- 
ny lies have been circulated about me, 
the authors of which 1 freely forgive. 
I am now on the brink of eternity, and 
with the awful prospect before me, I 
^solemnly declare that I never material- 
ly injured man or woman, but my own 
I^Muy, for which I am now to suffer. 
mt/bw warn all who hear me, to be- 
ware of any excess.in drink or passion 
— ^to these causes I owe my unhappy 
fate.” 

NoRWAY.-^By a decree of the Ist 
of March, Prince Christian Frederick, 
regent of Norway, appointed a coun- 
cil of regency to act under his autho- 
rity, in the administration of the inte- 
. rior of the kingdom, and addressed the 
following proclamation to his troops : 

Brave Norwegian warriors i Upon 
your courage depend the hopes of a 
whole people. Know, that the first 
condition exacted for the surrender of 
Norway was, that all the fortresses and 
munition of war should be yielded up 
to the Swedish troops, and that all of 
you should be disarmed. But this shall 


not be. Your heroic valour shall pre- 
serve Norway. The old men, thelbo- 
thers, and the children of this king- 
dom, shall rest in safety under the iEgis 
of those warriors who are led to nie 
field by your general and your regent. 
Let our motto be, Victory and Uher* 
ty^ or death !** 

The Norwegian diet has formed a 
new* constitution, making Norway an 
hereditary limited monarchy, and 
Prince Christian to be king. The 
Lutheran is the established religion 
of the state, but the professors of eve- 
ry other religion preserve their liberty 
and privileges. The king has the right 
of making war and peace, and the right 
of pardoning. The people exercises, 
by its representatives, the legislative 
authority, and the rights of levying 
the taxes. The judicial power is al- 
ways to remain distinct from the other 
branches of government, and hencefor- 
ward no hereditary privilege shall be 
allowed either to persons or corpora- 
tions. Industry and civil occupations 
shall not be subjected to any new re- 
striction. The press shall be free from 
all restraints. 

DECLARATrOK. 

His majesty the King of Sweden 
having declared to the people of Nor- 
way, by a proclamation addressed to 
them, that he reserved to them all the 
essential rights which constitute pub- 
lic liberty, and having engaged him- 
self expressly to leave to the nation 
the faculty of establishing a constitu- 
tion analogous to the wants of the 
country, and founded chiefly upon the 
two bases of national representation 
and the right of taxing themselves, 
these promises are now renewed in the 
most formal manner. The king will 
by no means interfere directly in the 
new constitutional act of Norway, 
which must, however, be submitted 
for his acceptance. He wishes only 
to trace the first lines of its founda- 
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tion, leaving to the people the right of 
erecting the rest of the building. His 
majesty is also invariably determined 
not to amalgamate the financial systems 
of the two countries. In consequence 
of this principle, the debts of the two 
crowns shall remain always separate 
from each other, and no tax shall be 
collected in Norway for the purpose 
of paying the debts of Sweden, .and 
vice versa. The intention of his inajes- 
ty is not to suffer the revenue of Nor- 
way to be sent out of the country. 
The cxpence of administiation being 
deducted, the rest rihall be employed 
in objects of general utility, and in a 
sinking fund for the extermination of 
the national debt.*^ 

14th.-CouNT Platoff. — A party 
of English, at Paris, gave an entertain- 
ment to Count PlatofF, the celebrated 
Hetman of the Cjpssacks. The follow, 
ing account of what passed on the oc- 
casion, by a gentleman who was pre- 
sent, we are happy to have in our 
power to give to our readers 

<< The English party were, the Earl 
Percy, the Earl of Kinnouli, Lord 
James Murray, Mr Finlay, M*P -9 Mr 
Barton, Mr Mitchell, Mr Douglas, 
Mr Drinkwater of Manchester, Mr 
William Stirling of iLondon, Mr Os- 
wald of Shieldhall, (^Renfrewshire), 
Mr Colin Campbell of Glasgow, &c. 
Mr Finlay was in the chair. 

The Count is 65 years of age, and 
does not s^ak any language but Rus- 
sian, but he was accompanied W Drs 
Wyllie and Crichton, two Scotch 
gentlemen in the military medical ser- 
vice of Russia, who prevented the 
company and the Count from percei- 
ving almost that they were ignorant of 
each other’s language. He several 
times, in the, course of the day, ad- 
dressed the chairman on the late events, 
and on general subjects, in a manner to 
convince the company that he was not 
the untaught savage that Buonaparte 
represented him to be. 


• The chairman gave, as tht first 
toast, ** The health of the Emperor of 
all the Russias.” The Count gave, 
“ The King of Great Britain.” 

“ The company then drank, with 
all the. honours in the English manner, 

‘ The Hetman of the Don Cossacks, 
Count Platolf, who had so mainly con- 
tributed by his exertions and counsels 
to the happy results of this glorious 
campaign. — The Count said, he had 
to thank the gentlemen for the honour 
done to him, far exceeding his merits. 
It was his good fortune to be placed 
where, whoever had beefn Hetman must 
have done as much. 

“ The next toa»t was, * The Don 
Cossaclfs/ The Count said, he had 
himself been a simple Don Cossack, 
and he drank the toast with pleasure, 
— ^that the Cossacks loved the Eng- 
lish ; and for his part he liked every 
thing belonging to the English peo- 
ple, who were great and steady in all 
they attempted. 

“ They then drank ‘ The Russian 
Armies.* ‘ The Allied Armies.* The 
Count gave * The Duke of Welling- 
ton and the English Army.' 

When the health of the Prince 
Regent was drank, he said, this ivas 
to drink prosperity and happiness to 
the British nation*; for a prince could 
only be well, wtien his people were 
prosperous and contented. He said, 
the first duty of those who approach- 
ed princes, was to tell them the truth ; 
that he had always done so to the em- 
peror, and always would, whether it 
agreed with his stomach or not. He 
lamented his want of education, which' 
he said he was resolved should be sup- 
plied in his son. 

“ The company dined exactly at 
four, by the Counts desire; and at 
ten they rose from tabic and had cof- 
fee, &c., after which he retired, and 
the whole accompanied him to his car- 
riage. ' 

1 5th.- -This day Daniel Isaac Eton, 
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liaving«8uffered judgment to go by de- 
fault, appeared in courf to receive^sen- 
tence for h iving publiBhed a book 
callt cl jCm* Homo , or the Life of Christ, 
— which was described in the informa- 
tion as heing a blisphemou# and pro- 
fni'c libet on the Christian religion.— 
All affidavit was offered of the defen- 
dani 3 deplorable sta^e of health, and 
Ox the probability that he would not 
survive an additional imprisonment one 
month. The defendant’s appearance 
fully proved the truth of his affidavit, 
for he seemed to be sinking under po- 
verty, age, sickness, and despair. Lord 
Ellenborough intimated that the court 
was placed in a very distressing situa- 
tion by the miserable spectacle before 
it, but still it must not be blind to its 
duty, it was clear, he said, that the 
miserable defendant was only u^ed as 
an instrument, for it was evident that 
the author of the book was a man of 
no ordinary talent,— that he had a 
great faculty for mischief. Sir W. 
G arrow said, that he too felt for the 
miserable condition of the defendant 
who had lately been imprisoned for 18 
months, for publishing the third part 
of Paine’s Age of Reason. Whatever 
some might think, ( continued Sir Wil- 
liam) he did not sit, on the watch, or 
hunt for libels ; yet he did give direc- 
tions for the purchase of this book, 
and he did sit down to mark out par- 
ticular passages for a criminal prose- 
cution ; but he was so disgusted with 
the task that he renounced it, for all 
was bad alike. I f the defendant would 
ivc up the author or printer, he would 
rop the prosecution against him. 
The court ordered that the matter 
should stand over till Monday, when 
he gave up the author, and was libe- 
rated. * He is since dead. 

16th. — A nefarious adulteration of 
flour was recently detected at Truro. 
Two millers near that place, of the 
names of John Rowe and Henry Run- 


dlc, were proved to have mixed a kind 
of pulverised clay used in the manu- 
facture of earthenware, with their flour^ 
to such an extent that two quarts of 
their adulterated flour weighed as 
much as three of that which was pure. 
Flour is sold by weight at Truro. 
The magistrates lamented that the law 
enabled them only to fine the offenders 
101. each. Forty sacks of this abomi- 
nable composition were also discovered 
at Plymouth, on board a vessel from 
Truro ; but the ownership not being 
clearly established, no conviction could 
take place. 

17th — The Emperor of Austria vi- 
sited the catacombs at Paris. These 
are immense excavations, in which the 
bones with which the church-yards of 
the capital were overcharged have been 
deposited, piled in various forms, ap- 
propriate to the rehgious awe that the 
mortal remains of a^ hundred genera- 
tions should inspire. Tha Emperor of 
Austria is the first sovereign that ever 
visited them* 

19th.-G£N£RAL Assembly.— Thi» 
day his Grace Francis Lord Napier, 
his majesty’s conunissioner, went in 
state from the Merchants Hall to the 
High Church, to open the meeting of 
the General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland. A detachment of the 
Northampton militia and the city guard 
lined the streets, from the levee rooms 
to the door of the church, where his 
grace was received by the magistrates 
ill their robes. 

Among the distinguished personages 
who attended his grace were. Lord 
Audley, Lord Chief Baron, his Ex- 
cellency the Commander in Chief, Ad- 
mirals Hope and Fraser, Sirs J. Baird, 
G. Leith, and J. Dairy mple, Barons 
Clerk and Norton, Mr Solicitor-Gene- 
ral ; Generals Hope, Maxwell, and 
Laye, Colonel Horn Dalrymple, and 
a number of other military and naval 
gentlemen. 
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The ghllaht Captain Broke was this 
day presented with the sword voted to 
him by the corporation of London, 
together with the freedom of the city, 
in the chamberlain’s office, Guildhall. 
Although not yet quite recovered from 
his wound received in hie contest with 
the Chesapeake, his head being still 
enveloped with bandages, he looked 
extremely well. Having taken the 
oath of a freeman, he was addressed 
by the chamberlain, who read to him 
the resolution of the common council, 
voting to him the 8\l’Ord* The cham- 
berlain then said, ** he was not aware 
of the honour which awaited him, that 
of presenting a sword to an individual 
6Q meritorious, when he came to the 
office, or he should have been prepa- 
red to have expatiated at length on the 
brilliancy of his atchievement, by which 
he had taught the Americans, the de- 
scendants of Great Britain, that the 
parent country had neither abandoned 
the right, nor lost the power, to sup- 
port her own dignity over her froward 
children.’^ The sword was then pre- 
sented to Captain Broke ; who, upon 
receiving it, said, ** he was grateful for 
the fortunate opportunity which had 
been afforded him of upholding the 
honour of his country’s flag ; he was 
bound to say, however, that his merit 
was but of a trifling nature, for he was 
convinced there was not an officer in 
the British navy who would not have 
performed his duty with equfil zeal.” 
There were present upon thisTnterest- 
ing occasion the Lord Mayor, the Re- 
corder, Mr Alderman C. Smith, Mr 
Alderman Hcygate, Mr Alderman 
Scholey, and several of the common 
council. 

The exchange of Hamburgh, after 
being so long closed, was re-opened to 
the inexpressible joy of the inhabitants. 
Though the merchants must have suf- 
fered excessively from French oppres- 
*ion, and especially from the rapacity 


of Davotyit* yet the restoration of this 
emporium of foreign commerce must 
have a very beneficial effect on the 
trade and manufactures of this coun- 
try. The Hamburgh Corresponden- 
ten, suppressed during the Fi^riicb re- 
gime, has also been revived. 

20th. — The Emperor of Russia and 
the icing of Prussia often enter the 
theatre or opera, at C^^ris, arm in arm, 
without a single attendant. They pass 
together or alone from one box to ano- 
ther, during the evening, as they disco- 
ver company which they are desirous 
of joining. Sometimes the Archduke 
Constantine accompanies his brother, 
or som£ general officer ; and, in like 
manner, the King of Prussia is at times 
joined by some one or other of the Prus- 
sian princes. Both these sovereigns 
pass from their seats in the theatres 
without any attendants or retinue ; on 
the threshold of the theatre, an officer 
or two may chance io wait to shew 
them to their respective carriages. 

Yesterday evening a most shocking 
accident occurred at Lady kirk, Ber- 
wickshire. Richard Steele, byreman, 
being in the field where a bull and 
cows were pasturing, perceived the bull 
rubbing against a paling on one side of 
the field, and thin&ing that the animal 
might injure tha^^ence, he went to the 
spot, and attempted to drive him away. 
The bull attacked him, and the unfor- 
tunate man was found soon after, by 
the shepherd, dreadfully bruised, ha- 
ving merely strength remaining to de- 
tail the particulars of what had hap- 

E ened. Mr Oliver, a surgeon at Nor- 
am, immediately attended, but all his 
efforts were vain.— ‘This bull was rear- 
ed from a calf by Richard Steele,, who 
had always been his keeper, and far 
from showing any symptoms of vice 
before the fatal accident happened, was 
universally considered a quiet and in- 
offensive animal. 

An interesting discovery has lately 
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been made by the keeper o£ th6 rega- 
lia in the Tower. In clearing out 
some secret places in the jewel-office, 
a royal sceptre was found, equalling in 
splendour and value the others which 
are theve exhibited. It is imagined, 
from the decayed state of its case, and 
the dust wherewith it was enveloped, 
that this sceptre must have been thrown 
into that neglected corner in the con- 
fusion of Blood's well-known attempt 
on the crown-jewels, nearly a century 
and a half ago. 

2lBt. — Cows, sheep, pigs and poul* 
try, to a considerable extent, were im- 
ported last week at Portsmouth from 
France, and produced there a reduc- 
tion in the price of meat, although not 
in the same proportion as in other 
places in that part of the country. 
At Southampton, pork was sold at 
from 6d. to 8d. per pound; fowls, 
butteri and eggs, were at equally re- 
duced prices. At Weymouth, pork 
from Cherbourg was sold at from 4d. 
to 64d. per pound. 

22d. — An official return of the num- 
ber of regimental officers of the regu- 
•lararmy, printed by order of the House 
of Commons, states them at, Field- 
Marshals receiving full pay, 5 , — Ge- 
nerals receiving fbll-pay, 4; ditto, 
half-pay, 7; total,"^!. — Lieutenant- 
Generals, full-pay, IIS ; half-pav, 44 ; 
total, 157‘ — Major-Generals, full-pay, 
152; half pay, 69; total, 22J, — Co- 
lonels, full-pay, 111 ; half-pay, 41 ; 
total, 152. — Lieutenant-Colonels, full- 
pay, 518 ; half-pay, 100 ; total, 618. 

' — Majors, full-pay, 572 ; half-pay, 
40; total, 612.— Captains, full-pay, 
2,504; half-pay, 456; total, 2,960. 
—^Lieutenants, full-pay, 3,909 ; half- 
pay, TS 1 8 ; total, 4,725. — Cornets, full- 
pay, 224 ; half-pay, 66 ; total, 290. 
— Ensigns, full-pay, 1,920 ; half-pay, 
378 ; total, 2,208. 

23d. — Glasgow Theatre, with pa- 
tent, scenery, &c. was sold on Thurs- 
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day for 50001. It was let at first to 
Messrs Aikin and-Rock at 8001. and 
then to Mr Beaumont at 12001. It 
cost the original proprietors 16,0001- 

Last week, a fine young woman, of 
the name of Leiper, while gathering 
dilse on the rocks near Altens, about 
three miles to the southward of Aber- 
deeci, fell into a chasm where the water 
was not four feet deep ; on which her 
younger sister caught her clothes, but 
was obliged, for her own safety, to 
quit her hold, when the succeeding 
wave carried off the unfortunate wo- 
man, and she was thus drowned. The 
body was found afterwards, but life 
was extinct. 

On Wednesday last, a fine boy, 
about four years of age, was drowned 
at the quay, near the end of Marischal 
street, Aberdeen. The melancholy ac- 
cident was discovered by the body 
floating on the tide, some time after 
he had been seen amusing himself in a 
boat, from which he is supposed to 
have fallens into the water ; but the per- 
severing endeavours of several medical 
gentlemen unhappily proved ineffectual 
for restoring animation. 

Relique of Buiins The follow- 

ing verses, in the hand -waiting of Burns, 
are copied from a bank-note in the 
possession of Mr James F. Gracie, of 
Dumfries. The note is of the Bank 
of Scotland, and is dated 1st March, 
1780. The lines exhibit the strong 
marks of the poet^s vigorous pen, and 
are evidently an extempore effusion of 
his characteristic feelings. They bear 
internal proofs of their having been 
written at that interesting period of 
his life when he was on the point of 
leaving the country on account of the 
unfavourable manner in winch his pro- 
posals for marrying his “ Bonny Jean'" 
(his future wife,) were at first received 
by her parents 

Wae worth thy power, thou cursed leaf, 

^ell source o* a’ my woe and grief; 
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For lack|o* thee I've lost my lass, 

For lack o* thee I scrimp my glass. 

I see the children of affliction 
Unaided, through thy cursed restiiction. 
I've seen the oppressor*s cruel smile, 
Amid his hapless victim’s spoil, 

And, for thy potence, vainly wished 
To crush the villaiin in the oust. 

For lack o’ thee I leave this much-loved 
shore, 

Never, perhaps, to greet old Scoljjand 
more. 

R B- , Kyle. 

25th.— A meeting was held of the 

C ‘*emen interested in the French 
prior to the accession of Buona- 
parte. Mr Impey, one of the largest 
claimants, (representing the family of 
Sir Elijah,) stated the progress of the 
business connected with these claims 
since 1802, and computed the extent 
of the deinands on English account, 
as something below two millions ster- 
ling. In the sequel it was agreed that 
a subscription should be opened to 
prosecute the claims ; that a commit- 
tee should be appointed to conduct 
the business ; that an agent should be 
resident at Paris, to be rewarded by 
the proportion of one per cent, upon 
the sum recovered, — ^the remuneration 
not to exceed 10,0001. 

27th. — EmNBUKGHv- — A contract 
has been made for finishing Nelson’s 
monument, and it is stipulated to be 
completed by the 15th of September 
next. 

Yesterday the proclamation for a 
cessation of hostilities between this 
country and France was read at the 
Cross of Edinburgh, with the usual 
formalities. 

28th. An indictment having been 
preferred against the suspected authors 
of the late fraud on the stock exchange, 
the grand jury returned a true bill 
against the persons included in the in- 
dictment, whose names are as follows : 
Charles Random de Berenger ; Sir 
Thomas Cochrane (Lord Cochrane), 
10 


K.B. Andrew Cochrane Jphnitone, 
Esq. ^ Richard Gathorne Butt ; Ralph. 
Sandom ; Alexander M^Rae ; Jonq 
Peter Holloway ; Henry Lyte ; for a 
conspiracy. The indictment has since 
been removed by the prosecutors by cer-, 
tiorari^ to the Court of King^6*Bench, 
and the defendants have pleaded there- 
to not guilty. • 

An engraver at Somer’s-town, na- 
med Wilkins, died a fbw days since in 
consequence of having fractured his 
skull in the following manner : He 
was drinking tea, and, according to his 
usual practice when seated, was balan- 
cing himself upon the hinder feet of 
the chaif, when he lost his equilibrium, 
fell backward, and struck his head 
against a marble slab ; he was taken, 
up in a state of insensibihty, and sur- 
vived only four days. 

30th. — Edinburgh — Pitt Clu^ 
OP Scotland. — The first public din- 
ner of the Pitt Club of Scotland was 
given upon Saturday, in the Assembly 
Kooms, George-streqt, to celebrate, in 
the anniversary on the birth of, Mr 
Pitt, the triumphant and glorious re- 
sults which have followed the steady 
perseverance in his principles and sys- 
tem of government. 

About 500 nobhmen and gentlemen 
were present. ^he Duke of Atholl 
being detained in London, the Lord 
Chief Baron, as being one of the most 
intimate and most attached friends to 
Mr Pitt, undertook the duties of the 
chair. His Lordship was supported by 
the Earls of Moray and Kellie, Lord 
Gray, Lord President, Lord Justice^ 
Clerk, General Wynyard, Admiral 
Hope, &c. 

A transaction, peculiarly lament- 
able, took place at Shercock, irr the 
county of Cavan. At the fair of*Sher- 
copk, several trifling disputes took 
place between the protestants and pa- 
pists ; but, at six in the evening, the 
matter became more serious, and there 
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was a general cry, as usual, of five 
pounds for an Orangeman ; a few of 
whom being recognised, were severely 
beaten, and with difficulty made their 
escape into the house of ope Carrol, 
where Orange lodge is held • the 
doors and windows were assailed with 
stones, but the popish mob did not suc- 
ceed in getting in. l‘hey then paraded 
the street in grgat force, and sent a 
message to Lieutenant Wimp, who re- 
sides in the town, to give up the arms 
and ammunition which he had ; but 
he declined doing so, and they attack- 
ed his house most furiously, breaking 
the windows, and attempting to force 
the doors. Fortunately for hlnl he pre- 
vailed on some of his yeomanry to re- 
main in his house from the early part 
of the day, as well to protect himself 
from attack, as to keep them from the 
consequences of rioting ; and, at the 
moment the mob were just forcing 
open the door, they fired one volley of 
blank cartridge, but this seemed to ir- 
ritate the rioters the more, and they 
attacked with redoubled fury ; when 
the yeomanry, driven to extremity, 
were obliged, in defence of their lives, 
to fire ball cartridge. Unfortunately 
13 of these deluded wretches fell vic- 
tims to their folly, *and a vast number 
of them, between fort^ and fifty, have 
been wounded. 

31 st.-An account has been received 
from Jiniaica, of the origin of a duel 
which led to the death of Captain 
Stackpole, of the Statira. The circum- 
stances were as follow : — So long as 
'four years ago a naval officer enquired 
of Lieutenant Cecil if he knew Cap- 
tain Stackpoie. Lieutenant Cecil re- 
plied he did, and had the best opinion 
of hini as a brave officer, adding at the 
t-ame time, that he believed him capa- 
ble of drawing occasionally a long bow. 
This answer was publicly talked of in 
the gun-room of the Statira, and at 
length reached the ears of Captain 


Stackpoie, who, having aitcertained 
that the words were spoken, declared 
that he would call Lieutenant Cecil to 
an account when and wherever he met 
him. It was so far fortunate that they 
did not meet for four years ; but the 
opportunity at last offered when the 
Statira was lying in the harbour of 
Port Royal, and the Argo, of which 
Cecil was senior lieutenant, happened 
to enter that port. Captain S. imme- 
diately sent a message to Lieutenant 
Cecil, purporting that he must either 
meet him, or make a suitable apology 
for the slanderous words he had used. 
Lieutenant Cecil, in reply, said, that 
four years having elapsed since the 
words were spoken which he was char- 
ged wdth having uttered, it was impos- 
sible for him to recollect how far they 
were correct or not ; but as a brother 
officer and a man of honour had quo- 
ted his words, he could not act other- 
wise than avow them. As to an apo- 
logy, he wished Captain Stackpoie to 
understand, that under all the circum- 
stances he should have had no oWee- 
tion to apologize to any ether oincer 
ill his majesty s navy, but to him it 
was impossible ; the Captain of the 
Statira being reputed throughout the 
navy as a good shot, and had been the 
friend and companion of Lord Camel- 
ford. The consequence was a meeting 
between the parties on the 23d of 
April ; the result of which was, the 
loss to his majesty’ji naval service of a 
brave and meritorious officer. The 
challenge of Capt. Stackpoie to fight 
the Statira against the Ainerican fri- 
gate the Macedonian, had endeared 
him to the crew, and not a man could 
refrain from tears on learning his fate. 


JUNE. 

2d. — The skeleton of a man was 
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found, aAhe d^pth of 30 fathoms, in 
an old coaKpit at Chirton, near North 
Shields* The discovery has excited 
much curiosity. The Duke of Ar- 
gyle, who resided at Chirton in the 
reign of William III,, built a small 
house of unhewn stone, in a shrubbery, 
which was afterwards converted into a 
brothel, and remained there until the 
present proprietor came to the estate, 
who immediately pulled it down. About 
the year 1784 a young sea-faring man 
was missing, and never more heard of, 
Oneof the nymphs of this house remem- 
bered a young man being rudely taken 
away from her by three other men, on 
the Newcastle road, and he was sup- 
posed to have been thrown down the 
pit near the house. The pit was then 
filling by order of the owners ; the rub- 
bish had filled it to about SO or 40 fa- 
thoms of the top. The workmen pro- 
ceeded and entirely closed it. The 
resent owners of Colling wood main, 
aving occasion for a shaft there, are 
now clearing out the rubbish, and the 
skeleton was discovered. The soles 
of the shoes were very perfect. Seve- 
ral of the ribs were broken. 

3d. — The funeral of the Empress 
Josephine was celebrated at the church 
of Ruel, the parish in which the palace 
of Malmaison is situated. It was at- 
tended by a number of persons of dis- 
tinction, among whom were the Prince 
of Mecklenburg, General Sacken, 
many marshals or France, senators, and 
general officers, both French and fo- 
reigners, the two grandchildren of the 
deceased princess, a great number of 
ecclesiastics from the neighbouring pa- 
rishes, prefects, sub prefects, mayors, 
&c. The funeral ceremony was per- 
formed by M. Baral, archbishop of 
Tours, first almoner to the deceased, 
assisted by the Bishops of Versailles 
and Kvreux. The body was deposited 
in a vault recently made under the nave 
of the church, in which, it is said, a 
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monument will be erected. More than 
SOOO'in habitants of the environs assem^ 
bled to pay the last tribute to the 
mory of a princess, who so richly de-^ 
served th«s appellation of the Mother 
of the Poor and Distressed. 

The late Empress Josephine wat 
born in Martinique, 9th June, 1763* 
Her name was I'hcher de la Pagerie. 
She came to France,^ where she mar- 
ried Count de Beauharnois, member of 
the constituent assembly, marshal de 
camp of the army of the king, mini- 
ster of war, and who perished on the 
scaffold in 1793. Madame de Beau- 
harnois was a long time in prison. In 
1797 she married Buonaparte. 

Windsor Castle, June 4. 

The king’s health has been unin- 
terruptedly good, and his majesty has 
been very tranquil throughout the last 
month, although his majesty’s disorder 
continues without any sensible altera- 
tion. 

“ Henry Halford^ 
“ M. 

“ W. He^rdek. 

« R. WilEis.” 

By a letter from Smyrna we leant* 
that the plague, which had committed 
the most frightful ravages there, had 
put an end to all commerce. The 
deaths were abaat five thousand daily. 
Up to the present date about 20,000 
Turks, and l()/)00 Greeks, Armeni- 
ans, Jews, &c. have fallen sacrifices to 
the plague. I'he port was almost com- 
pletely empty of shipping ; and Smyr- 
na, which lately contained 180,000 in- 
habitants, seemed now a desert ^ 

Dublin. — Yesterday the lord lieu- 
tenant, with the advice of the privy 
council, issued a proclamation, decla- 
ring the catholic board contrary to 
law. The proclamation states, that 
though the law had not hitherto been 
enforced against that assembly, from 
the hope that those who had been mis- 
led would become sensible of their er- 
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ror, and their meetings J)e discontinued 
without the necessity of legd interpo- 
sition, yet the lord lieutenant, being now 
satisfied that the farther continuance 
of the assembly could only tepd to 
serve the ends pf factious and seditious 
persons, gives notice, that if it shall 
again meet, the said assembly, and all 
rsons acting as members thereof, will 
proce^ided against according to law. 

PARii — fThe Erench parliament was 
opened by Louis XVI 1 1-, who was at- 
tended by most of his family, and was 
received with unbounded acclamation. 
Having ascended the throne, he deli- 
vered the following speech ; 

Gentlemen, — When for She first 
time 1* enter this hall, and am surround- 
ed by the great bodies of the state, re- 
presentatives of a nation which inces- 
santly lavishes upon me the most af- 
fecting marks of attachment, I congra- 
'ffolate myaelf upon being the dispenser 
of the benefits which Divine Provi- 
dence deigns to confer on my people. 
1 have made with Austria, Rusdia, 
England, «id Prussia, a peace in which 
all their aines are included, that is to 
say, eveiy prince in Christendom. The 
war was universal, so is our reconcilia- 
tion. The rank which France always 
occupied among nations has not been 
transferred to anyothq^ but remains en- 
tire. All that which other states have 
acquired for their security equally in- 
creases ours, and consequently adds to 
our real power. Whatever France does 
not keep of her conquests ought not 
to be regarded as taken from her real 
^strength. The glory of the French 
armies has received no blemish; the 
monuments of their valour remain, ^and 
the chefs d^auvre of the arts belong to 
us hdqceforward by rights more stable 
and more respected than those of vic- 
tory. The paths of commerce, long 
shut up, are about to be made free. 
The market of France will no longer 
be open to the productions of her soil 


and her industiy alone. Those pro- 
ductions, which habitude has rendered 
necessary, or which are required in the 
arts already exercised, will now be fur- 
nished by possessions which we reco- 
ver. The people will no longer be 
deprived of them, nor forced to pro- 
cure them upon ruinoqs conditions* 
Our manufactures are about to revive, 
our maritime towns are about to flou- 
rish once more, aqd every thing pro- 
mises that a long calm abroad, and. a 
durable felicity at home, will be the 
glorious fruits of the peace. A melan- 
choly recollection will always interrupt 
j®y* ^ born, as I once flatter- 
ed myself, to be during the whole of 
my life the most faithful subject of the 
best of kings, and alas I I now occupy 
his seat ! But he is not entirely deady 
he lives again jn that testament which 
he intended for the instruction of the 
august and unhappy infant to whom I 
was destined to|be the successor ! With 
my eyes fixed upon this immortal work, 
penetrated by the sentiments which 
dictated it, guided by the experience, 
and seconded by the counsel of several 
among you, I have drawn up the con- 
stitutional charter which you are about 
to hear read, and which establishes on 
solid bases the prosperity of the state.** 
The hall resounded with applause. 
Italy.-— On the 20th ult. the King 
of Sardinia made his solemn entry into 
the capital of Piedmont. The people 
made the air re-echo with the cries of 
‘‘ Long live King Emanuel ! Long 
live our good father 

The pope made his public entry in- 
to Rome on the24?th ult., attended by 
the ex-king of Spain, his consort, the 
queen of Etruria,^ the Ring of Sardi- 
nia, 5cc. His holiness has interdicted 
Cardinal Mai^ry from his functions, 
and summoned him to Rome. His ho- 
liness has also sent Cardinal Gonsalvi 
to England, with a letter of congratu- 
lation to the Prince Regent, 
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5th.— It is a coincidence worthy of Prince o( Benevente ; Clarke, Duke 
remark, that the Princess Charlotte of Feltre ; Lebrun ; Marshals Ber- 


entered into public life the day on 
which peace between England and 
France was ratified. 

6th. — Great Pedestrian Feat. 
— A match to Windsor from Bow 
Church, and to return in a given time, 
was decided on Thursday. A gentle- 
man made a bet of 1 00 to ^0, that a man 
could not be found in a fortnight to go 
from Bow Church, Cheapside, to Wind- 
sor, to go a mile out of Windsor, and 
return, and then proceed back to Bow 
Church in eight hours, a distance of 52 
miles. The public were unacquainted 
whom the backers against time would 
•tart for this great performance, but 
Rainer was selected. He started at 
twelve on Wednesday night, from Bow 
Church, by St Paul's clock, and when 
it was known Rainer was at work, bet- 
ting got from even to any odds on him. 
He reached Hyde Park Corner in 22 
minutes, and did seven and a half miles 
in the hour. This was about his pace 
to Windsor. He was much distressed 
at half the distance, but he recovered 
and travelled well back. He arrived at 
Hyde Park Corner gate, on his re- 
turn, at a quarter past seven, having 
nearly three miles to perform in three 
quarters of an hour. The night was 
unpropitious, misty, and foggy, and 
on the arrival of the pedestrian at Pic- 
cadilly he was overcome by the hazi- 
ness of the weather. He walked under 
a degiree of embarrassment until he got 
through St Paul’s Church-yard, wdien 
he made a start, and ran in, and won 
by four minutes and a half. 

7th. — In the Moniteur appears a 
list of 150 noblemen named by the 
king as members of the chamber of 
peers for life. This list comprehends 
nearly all the old dukes and other chief 
nobility of the times prior to the revo- 
lution, with some of the new titles, 
among which are those of Talleyrand, 


thier, Macdonald, Ney, Suchet, Mon-' 
cey, Marmont, Augereau, and Oudi- 
not. • 

A new ordinance, publi8he,d at Pa- 
ris, orders the strict observance of the 
Sabbath, and of holy days, under the 
penalty of 300 livres ; by shutting the 
shops, exhibitions, theatres, gaming- 
houses, and desisting from labour. 
Since the revolution this had been 
wholly disregarded. Entering Paris 
on a Sunday, one was shocked at see- 
ing all the solemnity, all the reverence 
with which that sacred day ought to 
be clothed in every Christian country, 
ridiculed and prophaned, and a whole 
people lost to the common exercises 
of Christianity. The shops all alive, 
the gaming-houses filled, the theatres 
crowded, the streets deafened with 
ballad-singers and mountebanks, the 
house of God alone deserted, and the 
voice of religion the only one that was 
not heard. This ordinance has exci- 
ted the loud and furious murmurs of 
the Parisians. Buonaparte (say they) 
never did any thing half so tyrannical 
as this.” 

7th Germany. The bank of 

Hamburgh was opened this day. The 
capital was expected to be increased, 
by the patriotism of the inhabitants, 
to five millions of marks banco ; nu- 
merous gold and silver articles, as well 
as coin, had been sent in to be melted 
down. pnj;he 16th, payments were 
made there in louis-ifors, the value of 
which had been raised to twelve marcif. 
Four thousand Russians garrisoned the 
city. 

Some travellers, recently arrived 
from Wallachia, have brought* an ac- 
count of a terrible calamity which has 
befallen the inhabitants of Oybestein. 
That district, one of the most populous 
in the country, was situated in the 
neighbourhood of several lofty moun- 
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tilin® 5 some of these were pultivated 
to t!icir summits, and the sides 'were 
covered with the dwellings of the na- 
tives ; the base of the highest, how- 
ever, is supposed to have been sapped 
by the long rains. On the night of the 
20th of April, while the inhabitants, 
unsuspicious of such a calamity, were 
buried in repose, the peak called the 

DeviPs Neck,'^ descended with a 
noise resembling an earthquake, and 
overwhelmed in its progress houses, 
forests, and innumerable cattle. The 
concussion was so frightful, that the 
inhabitants of the adjacent villages 
started from their beds, and were seen 
running quite naked from theV habi- 
tations to seek safety in the plains. 
The extent of this calamity had not 
been ascertained ; but it was supposed 
that 400 souls had been buried beneath 
the ponderous fragments, which ex- 
tended and covered a mile of ground. 
The general distress was much increa- 
sed by the groans which were heard 
issuing from the ruins four days after 
the avalanche. It was impossible to 
render these unfortunate sullerers time- 
ly aid ; and their sufferings must have 
been augmented with the protraction 
of their lives. 

8th .— qf their 
Majesties the Empercfr of Russia and 

King of Prussia, Their majesties 

sailed from Boulogne io the Impreg- 
nable about one o’clock at noon, on 
the ()th, under a grand discharge of 
artillery. As s^on as fleet was in 
sight. Ins majesty’s ship, Monarch, off 
^Deal, hoisted the royal standard, and 
various other flags, and fired a royal 
salute. The fleet consisted of the Ira- 
pregpable, with his Royal Highness the 
Duke of Clarence, the Jason frigate, 
the Royal Sovereign and Royal Char- 
lotte yachts, and several other vessels. 
The wind was very brisk, but their 
entry into the roads was delayed for 
some time till the rising of the tide. 
The landing at Dover w'as eatily ef- 


fected at half-past six. The guns of 
the Impregnable and the other ships 
of war fired a salute at the moment 
when the sovereigns left the shipf 
which they repeated on the landing,^ 
and which was answered by a full dis- 
charge of artillery from the batteries 
on shore, and by the joyful testimo* 
nials of thousands of the British peo- 
ple, whose acclamations rent the air. 
The coup d* ceuil of the spectacle was 
magnificent ; the sailors, who were aH 
dressed in new blue jackets and white 
trowsers, manned the yards of the ves- 
sels, and joined in the plaudits of the 
multitudes on shore, by their hearty 
cheerings. 

The chief persons among those who 
landed with the Emperor Alexander 
and the King of Prussia, were the 
Prince Royal of Prussia, Prince Wil- 
liam, the king's second son, Prince 
William, the king's brother, Prince 
Frederick, nephew to the king, Prince 
Augustus, his majesty’s cousin, Mar- 
shal Blucher, Baron Humbolt, the 
king's chamberlain. Count Harden- 
berg, Count Nesselrode, Baron An- 
stet. Prince Adam Garldriske, Gene- 
ral CzernichefF, Dr Wylie, physician 
to the Emperor of Russia, Sir Charles 
Stewart, Colonel Cook, Capt. Wood, 
&c. 

Their majesties were received on 
shore by Lord Yarmouth, Lord 
Charles Bentinck, and the Earl of 
Rosslyn, and were escorted by a de- 
tachment of the Scots Greys to the 
house of Mr Fcctor, under a discharge 
of cannon. The guard of honour ap- 
pointed to attend their majesties con- 
sisted of the 43d regiment of foot and 
the Scots Greys, 'Phe whole of the 
garrison were under arms j composed 
of a very strong brigade of artillery, 
of three troops of the Scotch Greys, 
the ‘13d, 51 St, 52d, and 95th regi- 
ments of the line, and the Galway mi- 
litia. The royal equipages, See. were 
brought over in a transport vessel. 
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The Du A of Clarence had provided 
a splendid entertainment, of which 
most of the royal and illustrious per- 
sons partook with much cheerfulness, 
k Their majesties retired to rest between 
ten and eleven. The emperor slept at 
Mr Fector's ; the king and other 
princes at the York Hotel ; Lord 
Yarmouth, with all the general offi- 
cers, &c. at the Ship Hotel. * 

Nine o’clock yesterday jrorning was 
the time fixed on by their majesties, 
for proceeding from Dover to the ca- 
pital. The first carriage of the royal 
suites approached London at nearly 
two o’clock ; there were three or four 
-of them filled with Russian or Prus- 
sian persons of distinction ; some with 
four, otheis with six horses. Several 
followed at intervals for some hours 
afterwards ; one of which contained 
the Prussian princes. Marshal Blu- 
cher left Welling by the lower road. 

When the Emperor of Russia ar- 
rived at the Pultney Hotel he alight- 
ed, entered the house, and passed 
through the lower apartments without 
being recognised. He ascended the 
first flight of s-tairs, when the Prince 
Gagarin announced The emperor !” 
At the same instant his sister, the 
grand duchess, met him on the stairs, 
and they embraced in the most affec- 
tionate manner. The emperor after- 
wards kissed the interesting child 
Prince Alexander. The tidings of the 
emperor s arrival resounded not only 
throughout the house, but in the 
street, where an immense concourse of 
people testified their joy, by huzzas 
and « Long live the emperor, &c« 
His imperial majesty appeared shortly 
afterwards at the balcony, and bowed 
in the most condescending manner, 
which he continued to do occasional- 
ly, till eleven o’clock at night, the 
people shouting their applause. Lord 
Morton, the queen’s chamberlain, wait- 
ed upon the emperor, in the name of 
the queen^ to express her congratula- 


tions on his arrival in England.* At 
half-past four o’clock, the emperor 
went in Count Lieven’s carriage, ac- 
companied by his excellency, to visit 
the Prince Regent, at Carlton-house ; 
but he weift so privately, that the es- 
cort of horse, who were appointed to 
attend him, missed him ; they escorted 
him back again, however, to the Pult- 
ney Hotel. He was received in a very 
private manner by thef Prince Regent, 
who gave his majesty a most hearty 
welcome. Pultney Hotel had been 
fitted up in a magnificent style, parti- 
cularly the principal apartments, which 
the grand duchess gave up for her 
brother.j A new state bed was put up 
for his imperial majesty. The grand 
duchess and the emperor dined toge- 
ther without any companion. 

The Prince Regent, to shew due 
attention to the emperor, prepared a 
residence for him at St James’s, in the 
house of the Duke of Cumherland> 
which was newly fitted up for the oc- 
casion. Yesterday the lord chamber- 
lain, the lord steward, the Duke of 
Montrose, and Colonel Thornton, 
were in attendance during the whole 
of the day, till seven o’clock, full 
dressed, in expectation of the empe- 
ror’s coming there to take up his re- 
sidence. A guardf of honour, with 
two bands in their state uniforms, at- 
tended in the epurt-yard, opposite the 
house, during the day. 

The King of Prussia, his sons, and 
their numerous suites, came also in a 
very private manner, and arrived at Cla- 
rence-house, St James’s, about three 
o’clock. A party of the yeomen of 
the guard, royal servants and attend- 
ants, as at Cumberland-house, were in 
readiness to receive him. A few itoi- 
nutes before four, his majesty, attend- 
ed by an aid-de-camp, went to Carl- 
ton-house. The Prince Regent re- 
ceived him in the same manner as the 
Emperor of Russia. He remained 
for about an hour with the prince. 
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His rfiajesty received visits from the 
Prince of Orange, the Prince of Ol- 
denburg, and a number of others. His 
majesty visited the Duke and Duchess 
of York, whose house is opposite. 

At six o'clock Marshal Blucher ar- 
rived in'^St James's Park by the horse- 
guards, in the Prince Regent's open 
carriage, escorted by a party of light 
horse. Three troops of the Queen's 
Bays were dravC'n up on the parade. 
The mohjent he observed them he arose 
and pulled off his hat, steadfastly look- 
ing at them, and remained in this posi- 
tion until he had passed the whole. 
His countenance is manly and expres- 
sive, bearing the effects of th'^ severi- 
ties he has encountered ; the musta- 
chios on his upper lip are exceedingly 
prominent. The drivers, as directed, 
made first for Carlton-house. No 
sooner were the stable gates opened 
than there was a general rush in of the 
horsemen and the public at large. All 
restraint upon them was vain ; the two 
ccntinels at the gates, with their mus- 
kets, were laid on the ground, the por- 
ter was completely overpowered, and 
it was with the greatest difficulty that 
lie could get the gates shut. The 
multitude proceeded up the yard of 
Carlton. house with the general's car- 
riage, shouting applauses of Blucher. 
The carriage stopped at the side door, 
but he did not enter Carlton-house that 
way ; on his arrival being notified. Co- 
lonels Bloomfield and Congreve came 
out, dressed in full regimentals, recei- 
ved the general uncovered, and in that 
, state conducted him to the principal 
entrance of Carlton -house. The crowd, 
assembled in Pall-Mall, now lost all re- 
spect for the decorum of the place ; 
thdy instantly scaled the walls and 
lodges in great numbers ; their impe- 
tuous zeal on this occasion was indul- 
ged, and the great doors of the hall 
were thrown open to them, and some 
of the horsemen had nearly entered the 
hall. After the first interview of the 


general with the prince, ail interesting 
scene took place. The Prince Regent 
returned with the gallant Blucher from 
his private apartments, and in the cen- 
tre of the grand hall, surrounded by 
the people, placed a blue ribbon on his 
shoulder, fastening it with his own 
hand, to which was hung a beautiful 
medallion, with a likeness of the prince^ 
richly set with diamonds. Marshal Blu- 
cher knelt while the prince was con- 
ferring this honour, and on his rising 
kissed the prince's hand. The prince 
and the general bowed to the public, 
whose acclamations in return exceeded 
description. 

9th. — ^COURT AT CaRLTON-HOUSIS;. 
— At half-past one o'clock the guard 
of honour marched into the court-yard, 
with the Coldstream band, in state uni- 
form, playing martial airs. All the 
royal dukes and the Duchess of York 
came in state, and were received with 
military honours. The Duke of Rich- 
mond and Marquis Wellesley also came 
in state. There were also present-— 

The Prince of Orange, the Prince 
of Mecklenburg, Marshal Blucher, 
Marshal Lord Beresford, Lord Hill, 
General d'Yorck, and a numerous as- 
semblage of foreign and British offi- 
cers, together with the British cabinet 
ministers, officers of state, and the royal 
household, the lord mayor and the 
corporation of London, the sheriffs, 
8cc, 8cc, 

At half past two the shouts of the 
populace announced the arrival 9 f the 
King of Prussia and his family, Lord 
Charles Bentinck, his chamberlain. Scc^ 
in state. His majesty was dressed in 
his own regimentals ; he wore his hair 
very short, and without ppwder ; ^he 
band played « God save the King." 
His majesty bowed repeatedly. 

At a quarter past three the Empe- 
ror of Russia arrived in atate, in the 
Regent’s cariiage, escorted by a party 
of the Bays, and was received with 
military honours. His majesty w 9 ^^ 
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dressed in an English uniform, and 
wore the Order of the Garter. He was 
met at the door of Carlton-house by 
the Prince Regent, in regimentals of 
blue and gold. His royal highness 
conducted the emperor to his closet^ 
where they held a conference for some 
time, and were dressed in the robes of 
the Garter, 

A procession was formed from 'the 
closet to the chapter-room, consisting 
of the following knights ; The Dukes 
of York, Kent, Sussex, Cambridge, 
and Gloucester, Earl, of Chatham, the 
Marnuis of Salisbury, Earl of West- 
moreland, Earl Spencer, the Marquis 
-Cambden, the Duke of Rutland, the 
Earl of Hardwicke, the Duke of Beau- 
fort, the Earls of Pembroke and Win- 
chelsea, the Marquisses of Stafford and 
Hertford, the Earl of Lonsdale, the 
Marquis Wellesley, theDukesof Rich- 
mond, Montrose, and Newcastle, fol- 
lowed by the Bishop of Winchester, 
prelate, the Bishop of Salisbury, chan- 
cellor, the Dean of Windsor, Regis- 
ter, and Garter at Arms and Black 
Rod- Then walked the Prince Re- 
gent, having on his right the Empe- 
ror of Russia in the mantle and collar. 
The Prince Regent^a train was held 
by Sir William Keppel, groom in 
waiting. The Emperor of Russia*s 
train was held by the Earl of Yar- 
mouth. 

The Prince Regent took his seat on 
the throne, having on his right a chair 
of state, in which his imperial majesty 
was placed, and a vacant chair on his 
left for the King of Prussia. 

I'he chancellor then, by his royal 
highness’s command, read a new sta- 
tute, whereby, after complimenting 
the King of Prussia upon the heroism, 
military skill, and personal intrepidity, 
which had created the just admiration 
of all Germany during the late con- 
Aest,now auspiciously teAinated in the 
f blessing of peace, his nugesty was de- 
bated elected'a Knight of the Garter, 


His majesty was then mtroducid to 
the Chapter, between the Dukes of 
York and Kent, and was invested with 
the insignia of the order. His ma- 
jesty then received the accolade from 
the Princ^ Regent, and afterwards 
from all the royal knights and* others, 
and was seated in a chair of state. 
The chancellor then read a statute, 
whereby the resolution of the Prince 
Regent, in the name df the Sovereign, 
was expressed, to commemorate with- 
in the order the present brilliant epochs 
in the history of nations, when, through 
the providential and signal interposi- 
tion of the Almighty Disposer of 
events, the deliverance of the continent 
of Europe from a system inimical to 
the repose of mankind had been glo- 
riously effected ; and his Royal High- 
ness, considering how eminently Uiis 
happy state of affairs had been pro- 
moted by the Emperor of Austria, in 
the powerful co-operation of his arms 
towards the common cause, and until 
its final triumph, had thought fit to 
dispense with certain statutes of the 
order, and to declare his Imperial and 
Royal Apostolic Majesty a Knight of 
the same. 

Another statute was then read, 
wherein, after maqy high encomiums 
on the distinguished ments and services 
of the Earl of Liverpool and Viscount 
Castlereagh, it was declared that they 
should also be added to the number of 
knights of the order. 

Their lordships were then severally 
introduced between the two junior 
knights, the Dukes of Montrose and 
Newcastle, and received the honour of 
knighthood, and were afterwards in- 
vested, with the usual ceremonies. 

A statute was then read, declaring 
that no further election of any sub- 
jects, not being of the blood royal, 
into the order shall take place, until 
the vacancy of a stall of a knight sub- 
ject, not of the blood royal, shall have 
happened subsequently to the redne- 
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tion of the number of knights sub- 
jects, not of the blood rovtfl, to the 
original number of twenty-nve knights 
companions, including the Prince of 
Wales, who is a constituejit part of 
the institution. The knights were then 
called over, and the procession return- 
ed in the usual order. 

14?th. — ^The Emptfrorof Russia, the 
King of Prussia, and the Prince Re- 
gent, accompanied by a number of 
persons of distinction, paid a visit to 
the university of Oxford. 

j 5th.— This night, between the 
hours of nine and ten, as Mr William 
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a label on his hat had the Allowing 
remarkable words : — ** The life of 
Henry Rogers has no enjoyment, there- 
fore I bid it farewell. Die I must, 
some time or other, therefore I may at 
well die now as die 50 years hence.** 
17th. — On this day a grand enter- 
tainment was given to the Emperor 
of Russia, the King of Prussia, the 
Duchess of Oldenburgb, the Duke of 
York, and a number of distinguished 
persons, by the merchants and bankers 
of London at Merchant Taylora*-halI. 

18th. — The second civic banquet in 
honour of our illustrious visitors, the 


Fowler, a farmer, of Chew Magna, 
was returning from Bristol cnarket, 
accompanied oy a young woman, in 
his market cart, be was stopped by a 
footpad near the Maidenhead at Dun- 
dry ; when springing from the cart, as 
18 supposed with a view to protect his 
property, he was shot through the 
head. The report of the pistol fright- 
cned the horse, but tiie young woman 
leaped out of the cart, and proceeded 
to a carpenter’s shop about two hun- 
dred yards from the spot, where she 
procured assistance, and on her return 
found the deceased rifled of all his 
property. He has left a wife and four 
children. The robber was dressed in 
a smock frock. A tremendous storm 
of thunder and lightning, which was 
raging at the time, did not deter the 
villain from the commission of the 
crime. 

16th. — Edinburgh. — On Tuesday 
the Magistrates and Council of this 
city unanimously voted a dutiful and 
loyal address to the Prince Regent, 
congratulating his Royal Highness on 
the present auspicious situation of pub- 
lic aflairs, and on the conclusion of a 
definitive treaty of peace, on an ho- 
nourable and permanent basis. 

An unfortunate man, of the name 
of Henry Rogers, was, one day lately, 
found drowned in the Neath Canal, 
In his pockets were several stones, ^nd 


Emperor of Russia, the King of Prus- 
sia, &c was given this day, by the 
corporation of London, in Guildhall. 

19th. Fatal Accident On 

Monday afternoon, the fishing boats 
belonging to Auchmithie, near Ar- 
broath, were overtaken by a violent 
gale of wind, at a considerable distance 
from the land. Some of them reached 
the shore in the evening, and others 
on Tuesday morning, with much diffi- 
culty, being in imminent danger of 
swamping in a heavy sea. One boat 
remained unaccounted for, and the 
greatest apprehensions were entertain- 
ed for her safety. These %vere too soon 
realised. On Wednesday morning, her 
compass, and, on the same evening, 
the body of one of the fishermen, were 
found west of the Redhead. The 
crew, consisting of three brothers and 
a brother-in-law, namely, James, Da- 
vid, and John Spink, and Thomas 
Iton, have left four widows and 24» 
children to lament their loss. A sub- 
scription is entered into for their be- 
nefit. The boat was seen upset in a 
squall by a fishing smack, but it was 
at too great a distance to afford assist- 
ance to the perishing crew. In conse- 
quence of this calamity, a fisherman, 
belonging to the same village, has been 
induced to Alect together his little^ 
savings (aboft 1201.) which, it would 
appear, he had deposited in varioi><’J 
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secret places )» and lodged the amount 
in one of the banks of Arbroath, I 
do not know,” said he, “ how soon I 
may share the fate of roy neighbours ; 
and my family, not knowing where my 
money is concealed, may lose it alto- 
gether.” Some of the bank-notes ap- 
pear, from their dates, to have been in 
, his possession upwards of thirty years. 

20th, — A grand review of all the 
regular troops, and most of the volun- 
teers in and near the metropolis, took 
place in Hy de-park, in presence of the 
Emperor of Russia, the King of Prus- 
sia, and all the illustrious foreigners 
accompanying them, and of the Prince 
"Regent, the Duke of York, &c. 

The ceremony of announcing to the 
inhabitants of the metropolis the con- 
clusion of the definitive treaty of peace 
with France took place, with all its 


kv 

ancient a^d accustomed solemnities. 
So great was the public curiosity to 
behold this last scene of the important 
event which has terminated the strug- 
gles of Europe, that the streets were 
crowded at a very early hou». I’he 
scaffoldings which had been erected in 
front of the diffe^'ent houses for the 
grand procession of Saturday were 
Bufl'ered to remain, and, together with 
the windows, were thronged with spec- 
tators. The heralds and the different 
officers assembled at St Jameses about 
11 o’clock, but were detained till near 
4, by the absence of the military, who 
were to accompany them, they being 
engaged^ at the review in Hyde-park. 
The military having at length arrived 
at St James’s, the procession proceed- 
ed to the Palace-gate in the following 
order 


Knight Marshal’s Men, two and two. 

Knight Marshal, 

Drums, 

Drum Major. 

Trumpets. 

Serjeant Trumpeter, 

(With his Mace and Collar.) 

Poursuivants. 

Heralds. 

Serjeants at Arms. | Kings of Arms. | Serjeants ^ Arms, 
Mounted and habited in their respective Tabards. 


At the gate the proclamation was from Westminster, moved on to Cha- 
read by the senior officer of arms, and ring-cross in the following order > 
the procession being joined by that 

Horse Guards, to clear the way. 

Beadles of Westminster, bare* headed, two and two, with Staves. 
Constables of Westminster, in like manner. 

High Constable, with his Staffs on Horseback. 

Officers of the High Bailiff of Westminster, with White Wands, on Horseback. 
Clerk of the High Bailiff. 

High Bailiff and Deputy Steward. 

Horse Guards. 


Then came the rest of the proces- 
^sion in the order in which they ap- 
f proached the Palace-gate, as before- 
\tnentioned, flanked by detachments of 
^the Horse Guards. 

VOL. VII. PART. JI. 


At Charing-cross the officer of arms 
next in rank read the proclamation^ 
looking towards Whitehall ; after 
which the procession moved on to 
Temple-bar, the gates of which were 
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shut, and the junior pfficer of arms, 
coming out of the rank between two 
trumpeters, preceded by two horae 
guards to clear the way, rode up to 
the gate, and after the trpmpets had 
sounded thrice, knocked with a cane. 
Being asked by the city marshal, from 
within (who bad been there in waiting 
for some time, with the lord mayor, 
sheriffs, and aldermen, attended by 
the other city officers,) “ Who comes 
there he replied, The officers of 
arms, who demand entrance into the 
city, to publish his Majesty’s procla- 
mation ot peace.” The gates being 
opened, he was admitted alone, and 
the gates then shut again. The city 
.mar^al, preceded by his officers, con- 
ducted him to the lord mayor, to 
whom he shewed his Majesty’s war- 
rant, which his lordship having read, 
returned, and gave directions to the 
city marshal to open the gates, who, 
attending the officer of arms on his 
return to them, said, on leaving him, 
Sir, the gates are opened.” The 
trumpets and guards being in wait- 
ing, conducted him to his place in 
^the procession, which then moved on 
into the city, (the officers of West- 
minster filing off, and retiring as they 
came to Temple-tiar,) and at Chan- 
cery-lane the proclamation was read a 
third time. Then the lord mayor, 
sheriffs, and aldermen, the two former 
in their state, and the latter in their 
private carriages, joined the proces- 
sion immediately after the officers of 
arms, and the whole moved on to the 
end of Wood- street, where the cross 
* formerly stood in Cheapside ; and the 
proclamation having been there read, 
the procession was continued to the 
Royal Exchange, where it was read 
for the last time, and the procession 
returning by way of Gracechurch- 
street, through Lombard-street, dis- 
persed about seven o’clock, the mili- 
tary returning the way they came. 
Each reading of the proclamation was 


preceded and followed by a flourish of 
trumpets. 

21 St. — Amsterdam. — The follow- 
ing advertisement was published : — 

“ The Board of Trade hereby in- 
forms all whom it may concern, that it 
has been acquainted by his excellency 
the secretary of state for foreign affairs 
thajt by a decree of his Royal High- 
ness our Sovereign Prince, dated the 
15th inst. no ships or vessels shall be 
cleared out or dispatched from any 
port of the United Netherlands, which 
are designed to fetch negroes from the 
coast 01 Africa, or from any of the 
islands belonging to that continent, 
and to convey them to the continent 
or islands of America ; and that all 
such ships or vessels designed for the 
slave trade shall be refused admittance 
at any fort, factory, colony, or posses- 
sion on the coast of Guinea.” 

The following is a copy of the first 
play-bill, which announced the open- 
ing of the first theatre that was erect- 
ed in Drury-lane. It is curious, not 
only in shewing the increase in the 
prices of admission since that period, 
but the different time at which the dra- 
matic representations commenced. It 
should be observed, that no farces were 
performed in those days. 

By his Majesty’s Company of Comedians. 

At the NEW THEATRE, in DRURY 
LANE, 

THIS DAY, being THURSDAY, April 8, 
1663, will be acted a Comedy, called 
THE HUMOVROVS LIEVTENANT. 
The King, . . , Mr Wintersel. 

Demetrivs, . . . Mr Hart. 

Selevivs, .... Mr Bvrt. 

Leontivs, . . . Major Mahon. 

Lievtenant, • . . Mr Clvn. 

Celia, Mr Marshal. 

The Play will begin at three o’clock exactly. 
Boxes, 48. Pit, 2s. 6d. Middle Gallery, 

Is. 6d. Upper Gallery, Is. 

25th.— One of the grandest andV\ 
most appropriate spectacles, in thisJi 
country, presented to the royal 
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ants, was a naval review at Portsmouth, 
which took place on this day. The 
illustrious personages had arrived at 
the town in the evening of the 22d, 
where were already the Prince Regent 
and the Dukes of York and Clarence. 
The two following days were employ- 
ed by the party in surveys of the har- 
bour, examinations of the interior; of 
* "*tke Impregnable man of war, and visits 
to all parts of the vast naval establish- 
ments and stupendous machinery of 
that port ; intermixed with banquet- 
ting and festivity. On the concluding 
day, a fleet, consisting of 15 sail of the 
line, and about as many frigates, form- 
Vd a line in front of the Isle of Wight, 
and having received with a general sa- 
lute the royal visitors on board the 
Royal Sovereign yacht, stood out to 
sea, and performed some of the manoeu- 
vres of an engagement. They returned 
to their anchorage in the evening, when 
the emperor and king, the regent, &c. 
accompanied by an immense number 
of pleasure vessels of all descriptions, 
came to land, and the day terminated 
with a grand entertainment given by 
the regent at the Government-house. 
The whole was calculated to impress 
the illustrious strangers with the most 
lively ideas of the national power and 
greatness. 


FURTHER PARTICULARS OF THE ROY- 
AL AND IMPERIAL VISIT. 

At an early hour on the 7th of 
June, the road from London to Dover 
presented a spectacle unequalled in its 
kind. The whole population of the 
neighbouring districts seemed to have 
poured itself forth to hail the arrival 
of oar allies ; monarchs, princes, and 
generals distinguished for valour and 
success. At three the multitude be- 
came quite impatient, when intelli- 
gence arrived at Shooter’s Hill, that 
their majesties had gone up to town 
^ two hours before in a private manner, 
, which proved to be correct. The dis- 


appointment of .those assembled* may 
be conceived. When the emperor’s ar- 
rival at the Pulteney Hotel, in Picca- 
dilly, was known, the people expressed 
their joy by huzzas and exclamations, 
of “ Long live the Emperor.” His 
imperial majesty appeared shortly af- 
terwards at the window, and bowed in 
the most condesceifding manner ( which 
he continued to do ocpasionally till 1 1 
o’clock at night), the people snouting 
their applause. At half-past four, the 
emperor went to Carlton-house. 

The pursuits of the Emperor Alex- 
ander, like those of his sister the grand 
duchess of Oldenburgh, afford evident 
proofs of praiseworthy curiosity and 
good taste. He has a perfect indiffer- 
ence to show and parade. Such is his 
activity, that they wlio would observe 
him well must be early risers* In the 
morning after his arrival, he breakfast- 
ed by eight, an ' walked in Kensing- 
ton gardens with his sister. He re- 
turned to the Pulteney hotel at ten, 
and proceeded to view Westminster 
hall, and the abbey, the tombs of the 
illustrious dead. His sister and himself 
afterwards visited the British museum.^ 
At one he held a levee at Cumberland 
house, which he used as his state 
apartments, and ^fras visited by the 
Prince Regent, who afterwards attend- 
ed the levee of the King of Prussia at 
Clarence -house. Between five and six 
both the illustrious sovereigns, with 
their respective suites, attended the 
court of her majesty, held expressly 
for their introduction at the queen's 
palace. Her majesty, the princesses,- 
the allied sovereigns, their families, > 
&c. dined afterwards with the Prince 
Regent, at Carlton -house. , 

9th. The Emperor Alex^inder 

rode in Hyde-park between seven and 
eighty accompanied by Lord Yar- 
mouth and Colonel Bloomfield. From 
thence they rode to Westminster, and 
through Southwark into the city, pass- 
ing the Royal Exchange, and proceed- 
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ing through Finsbury- square, along 
the City-road, and the New-road, re- 
turned down the Edgeware-road and 
Hyde Park to the Pulttiiey hotel. 
After breakfast, the emperor, with 
the duchess and a party of distinction, 
left the hotel in tneir open carriages 
without military escort, and proceeded 
through the Strand and city to the 
London docks— those great works and 
symbols of unexampled commercial 
prosperity. The veteran Blucher vi- 
sited the Admiralty at two o’clock, 
and was received by Lord Melville and 
other members of the board. After 
viewing the interior, he examined the 
telegraph. The view from thence to 
the east over the Thames, and to the 
south and west over St James’s Park, 
and into Kent and Sussex, is particu- 
larly attractive 5 and, together with 
the immense concourse of spectators 
parading the streets, struck the mar- 
shal in a great degree : he observed to 
Colonel Lowe in German, “ there is 
but one London in the world.” In 
the evening the hero accompanied the 
Duchess of York, the Prussian Princes, 
•&c. to the opera. The populace uni- 
formly thronged round Blucher and 
PlatofF to shake hands, which those 
veterans did with great cordiality, add- 
ing, ** I thank you, I thank you.” 

The allied sovereigns breakfasted 
together on the 10th, at the Pulteney 
iioiel, with the grand duchess. They 
afterwards set out, accompanied by 
Marshal Blucher, General PlatofF, and 
a numerous suite, for Ascot races. 

'' They went by the Fulham road, and 
arrived at Richmond-hill at nine, at the 
Star and Garter tavern, where they 
partook of a cold collation. The 
whole party then walked on the ter- 
race, and expressed themselves delight- 
ed with the beauty of the scene. Be- 
tween ten and eleven they proceeded 
to Hampton Court. The Emperor of 
Russia and his sister arrived at Ascot 
about one. The King of Prussia and 


his company followed- The Queen of 
England and the Princesses arrived 
next ; and shortly after the Prince Re- 
gent and suite. All the royal person- 
ages occupied the royal stand. About 
four the illustrious party left Ascot, 
and proceeded to Frogtnore, where 
dinner for 100 had been provided by 
the. queen. 

About eleven o’clock on the lltlr, 
the Emperor of Russia and the Duchess 
of Oldenburgh, accompanied by the 
Prince of Orange, and other distin- 
guished characters, passed through the 
city and visited the bank. The gover- 
nor, deputy-governor, and directors 
conducted the visitors through the vati 
rious departments of that extensive 
building. His imperial majesty listen- 
ed with great attention to the expla- 
nations which were given of the seve- 
ral offices, and expressed much admi- 
ration at the systematic manner in 
which the business appeared to be con- 
ducted. He added with much affabili- 
ty and condescension, he was convin- 
ced by what he had seen and heard, 
that the character acquired by the peo- 
ple of England for their extensive com- 
merce, their wealth, and their liberali- 
ty, was not more great than deserved. 
The illustrious party partook of a cold 
collation. At five, his imperial majes- 
ty, accompanied by his suite, proceed- 
ed to his state apartments at St James's. 
About six, he was waited on by the 
lord mayor, recorder, sheriffs, and the 
whole of the aldermen and common 
council, in their civic robes, with an 
address of congratulation. His impe- 
rial majesty with great courtesy re- 
turned his thanks for the honour con- 
ferred on him in a short speech in Eng- 
lish, which was elegantly and grace- 
fully delivered. The corporation next 
waited on the King of Prussia at Cla- 
rence- house with a similar address. He 
did not answer them in English, but 
received them very graciously. In the 
evening the Earl of Liverpool enter^^ 
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tained the Prince Regent, the allied 
sovereign^ and the other illustrious 
characters who shed such a lustre on 
the British court, at dinner. At seven, 
the Prince Regent set out from Carl- 
ton-house in his carriage alone, but 
attended by his usual escort, and fol- 
lowed by loud cheers. The Emperor 
of R ussia, accompanied by the grand 
■sluchess, soon after appeared, attend- 
ed by an escort of the Blues : he was 
dressed in a British uniform, the same 
in which he had received the city ad- 
dress. The King of Prussia next ar- 
rived attended by a troop of horse. 
The Dukes of York and Kent, Gene- 
ral Platoff, &c. were present. The in- 
tention of the allied sovereigns to visit 
the opera having been publicly an- 
nounced, the doors were no sooner 
thrown open than every place was fill- 
ed, and the house presented a brilliant 
and unexampled display of rank and 
fashion. Tlie illustrious visitors did not 
arrive till half-past ten. The Prince 
Regent first entered the box amidst the 
most enthusiastic shouts of applause, 
followed by the Emperor of Russia, 
and the Duchess of Oldenburgh, the 
King of Prussia, his two sons, and 
other of the distinguished characters 
who had dined at Fife.house. The ap- 
plause of the audience lasted many mi- 
nutes. A hymn composed in honour of 
our august visitors, sung in admirable 
style^was received with rapture. •• God 
save the King'' was twice sung. Just 
as the second act of the opera was 
about to begin, the Princess of Wales, 
with Lady Charlotte Campbell, enter- 
ed her box on the opposite side of the 
theatre. The spectators burst again 
into a loud and reiterated shout of ap- 
plause ; upon which the Prince Re- 
gent and the two illustrious sovereigns 
rose and bowed, which the Princess of 
Wales returned by a graceful reve- 
rence. The delight of the spectators 
was inexpressible. Owing to the im- 
mense crowd, the interior doors of the 


opera-house were broken to pieces, 
and .an immense number of persons 
gained admission without payment. 

On the morning of the 12th, the 
King of Prussia, his family and suite, 
went priviitely to Westminster* Abbey. 
In the afternoon the allied itionarcha 
appeared in Hyde Park on horseback. 
The emperor left the Pulteney hotel 
about two o^clock, mounted on a most 
beautiful horse, dressed in an English 
scarlet uniform, with a large collection 
of feathers in his hat. He proceeded 
to St James’s palace, and called at 
Clarence House for the King of Prus- 
sia to accompany him ; but, his saddle- 
horses not being in readiness, he pro- 
ceeded towards the Park, and his ma- 
jesty followed. By command of the 
Regent, Lord Sydney, the ranger of 
the Park, dressed in the Windsor uni- 
form, headed the royal equestrians. 
They were also attended by the Duke 
of Montrose, master of the horse, in 
full military uniform, and wearing the 
order of the Garter; Colonel MeL 
lish, tlie equerry in waiting, &c. &c. 
They remained in the Park till five 
o’clock, to the extreme gratification of 
thousands of spectators who received 
the monarchs with the most enthusias- 
tic applause, of which they appeared 
truly sensible. In the evening the 
Prince Regent gave a second banquet 
to the illustrious monarchs and their 
suites. On this occasion the pages 
appeared in new uniforms, the yeomen 
of the guard and servants in their state 
dresses. The Prince Regent and the 
sovereigns afterwards met a select par- 
ty at the Marquis of Salisbury’s. \ 

At nine o’clock on the 13th, the 
illustrious visitors and the Prince Re- 
gent embarked at Whitehall, in the 
admiralty, navy, and ordnance barges, 
for Woolwich. There were, in the 
whole, 17 barges ; and a line of man- 
of-war boats on each side to keep or- 
der, with two large bands of music. 
Tht effect of the spectacle was ex* 
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ceedingly grand. On .their arrival at 
the new wharf in the royal arsenal, hia 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent 
landed amidst a salute of cannon, and 
assisted the Duchess of Oyenburgh, 
the emperor, and the King of Prussia 
up the stairs. A guard of honour was 
stationed on the wharf, consisting of 
the Horse Guards ahd royal artillery. 
General Lloyd, apd the officers of the 
garrison, received the royal visitors, 
and conducted them first to the range 
of store-houses, where every sort of 
military appointment is preserved in 
the greatest order. In the model- 
room they inspected the curious mo- 
del of Quebec ; and went fronA thence 
to the rocket-ground, where several 
experiments were prepared to show 
the strength and effect of Colonel 
Congreve^s rockets. A superb tent 
vras erected on the mound for the il- 
lustrious visitors and their suite ; and 
after they had taken their station, on 
a signal given by Colonel Congreve, 
who superintended the rocket-depart- 
ment, a demonstration was made of 
the power of the rocket-composition, 
^t about two hundred yards north-east 
of the mound, where the royal visitors 
were stationed, a quantity of the com- 
position placed on three pieces of tim- 
ber exploded, producing columns of 
flame awfully grand. The discharge 
produced a volcanic appearance, at- 
tended by a tremendous roaring ; but 
the burning property of the material 
was most remarkable. After the dis- 
charge, the timber remained in flames, 
and actually consumed to a cinder. 
/The next operation was a display of 
the rockets as used in besieging. They 
shot^ upwards to a considerable eleva- 
tion, carrying a tube filled with burn- 
ing materials a considerable distance. 
They were larger than any used on a 
former occasion, and made a tremen- 
dous roaring. The next experiment 
was a proof of the havoc these engines 
occasioned in a field of battle. They 


were fired from the opposite side of 
the Thames horizontally ov^ the low 
grounds, to the distance of 800 or 
1000 yards. It is impossible to de- 
scribe the effect produced by these 
discharges. The shells thrown by the 
rockets flew to the distance required, 
and exploded with horrible sounds. 
Thejre appeared little doubt that a 
single volley would disunite a body of 
cavalry. Against that description of 
force they are peculiarly operative, as 
they not only kill, but spread terror 
among the horses. The foreign offi- 
cers were struck by the effect of this 
new engine in the art of war. The 
royal party next went to the new saw-^ 
milJ, where human invention appears 
elevated to a very high point. Sawing, 
both vertical and horizontal, is here 
performed by machinery moved only 
by steam. Huge logs of elm, ash, and 
fir-timber, were cut into planks on this 
occasion, with an order and precision 
truly astonishing. They were then 
conducted to the royal carriage de- 
partment, where Major-General Cup- 
page attended ; and havingvisited other 
machinery, they retired to the cadet 
barracks, where an elegant collation 
was prepared. The Prince and his 
staff took their station, and the bri- 
gade w'ent through a variety of evolu- 
tions and rapid firing till near six o’- 
clock. General Blucher, the King 
and Prince of Prussia, and the foreign 
generals, appeared much interested in 
the general appointments of this bri- 
gade ; and rode up to inspect the 
boxes, limbers, &c. The last visit was 
to the royal repository, which forms 
an immense depot ; after which they 
proceeded to their carriages amidst a 
royal salute, and dined in town with 
the Marquis of Stafford. 

Oxford.— The morning of the 14th 
being fixed for the expected arrival of 
the royal guests, the utmost activity 
revailed. Half-past ten was appointed 
y the chancellor for the assembling of 
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the university to meet their august vi- 
sitors. a meeting of the cnancel- 
lor, heads of houses, and proctors, held 
in the delegates’ room, a programma 
was drawn up and issued, by which all 
the arrangements were ordered j ac- 
cording to which all members of the 
university, under graduates and bache- 
lors, all masters of arts, proctors, doc- 
tors, heads of houses, and noblemen, 
in short, all the university, went out, 
each in his proper habit, and ranged 
themseves in lines on either side of the 
High-street, from St Mary^s church 
to the west end of Magdalen bridge, 
to which the seniors were nearest. 
The centre of the street was left en- 
tirely open and uninterrupted by horse- 
men or carriages. The yeomanry 
were stationed between the gowns- 
men and the footway, which was thus 
left free for the numerous specta- 
tors. The windows of all the houses 
in High-street were crowded with la- 
dies. Within a few minutes of the 
appointed time, an avant-courier an- 
nounced the approach of the Piince 
Regent ; and Lord F. A. Spencer, 
who commanded the troops, rode out 
to meet his royal highness. The 
prince came in his travelling carriage 
and four ; but, on perceiving the uni- 
versity assembled on foot to receive 
him, he was pleased to alight at the 
extremity of the bridge, and to confer 
on the assembly the distinguished ho- 
nour of walking through the whole 
line of gownsmen uncovered. He was 
attended by the Hereditary Prince of 
Orange, and three or four gentlemen. 
The cheerings were incessant on every 
side as he passed along. He bowed 
frequently with the greatest conde- 
scension and kindness. The arrival of 
the prince being more private, and 
also more punctual, than could be cal- 
culated on from a distance of 58 miles, 
the procession had not time to repair 
to the bridge, and was obliged to meet 
his royal highness opposite to the en- 
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trance of Magdakn college. Here 
the chancdlor laid the staves of the' 
university bedels at his feet. Here' 
also the mayor, at the head of the city 
procession, in their full dresses, pre- 
sented the Ensigns of his office. Wheir 
his royal highness had been pleased 
most graciously to return these differ- 
ent insignia, the two processions uni- 
ting, and the chancellor and the mayor 
immediately preceding* the Prince Re- 
gent, the whole moved forward up the 
High-street. His royal highness was 
in the Windsor uniform (daA blue and 
scarlet,) and wore the order of the gar- 
ter, and the Russian and Prussiaii or- 
ders. T4ie Duke of York was on his 
right, wearing his doctor's gown, and 
the order of the garter j and their 
royal highnesses were followed by 
Lord Sidmouth, the Earls of Darnley, 
Harcourt, Essex, Pembroke, Spencer, 
and Fortescue, and the Bishop of Pe- 
terborough, and a long train of the 
nobility, clergy, and members of the 
university . The combined procession 
moved on to the divinity school, on 
approaching which the members of 
every rank formed lines to the right 
and left, while the chancellor, attend-* 
ed by the proper officers, conducted 
his royal highness* to his seat. The 
chancellor then humbly read and pre- 
sented a loyal address, to which hia 
royal highness returned a most gracioug 
answer. The officers of the university 
were next presented. Tlie chancellor 
then accompanied the prince to the 
suite of apartments prepared for hia 
royal highness's reception at Christ- 
church. After the lapse of about an( 
hour, the Ernwror Alexander and the N 
Duchess of Oldenburgh appeared 
an open barouche of the Prince 'Re- 
gent's, drawn by four post-horses. 
The emperor was dressed in a plain 
bluecoc.t, wore his hair without powder, 
and with his hat in hand continued 
bowing t-> ll.»c public, constantly and 
graoffully, the whole way up the 
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High-street. The emperor and hia 
sister drove to Mertort college, yvhcre 
they were received by the warden, and 
conducted to very elegant apartments. 
Within a few minutes afterwards, the 
King of Prussia, accompanied by his 
two sors, arrived in a style equally 
simple with his brother sovereigns. 
He also wore a pla,in dark-blue coat, 
with a brown travelling coat ; and as 
soon as he was recognised, he acknow- 
ledged to the shouting multitude the 
gratitude he felt for their warm recep- 
tion. His majesty's residence was at 
Christi college, in front of which a 

f uard of honour immediately raised the 
russian eagle. The illustriojis stran- 
gers, in less than half an hour, having 
joined, proceeded through the eastern 
entrance to wait on the Prince Regent 
in his rooms in Christ-church. The 
chancellor and the dean received them 
uncovered at the door. The prince 
having assumed his academic robe, and 
velvet cap adorned with gold tassel, 
came forth, followed by the emperor 
and his sister, the Duke of York, and 
the King of Prussia, the Prussian 
princes, with the Prince of Orange, 
and a number of foreign nobility, ac- 
companied by the Duke of Devonshire, 
Earl Fortescue, the.Earl of EsSex, and 
several other distinguished characters. 
Their first object was the hall of 
Christchurch, with which they seem- 
ed highly delighted ; the cathedral and 
library were also inspected. From 
Christchurch they proceeded to Mer- 
ton, Magdalen college, Queen’s, and 
All Souls’, &c. The party then ho- 
noured the clarendon press with their 
presence, and from thence proceeded 
the Bodleian library, with which 
they* were highly pleased ; and the 
chancellors and curators presented the 
Prince Regent with a copy of Aristo- 
tle’s Poetics, splendidly bound, which 
his royal highness was pleised to ac- 
cept. The loud acclamations of the 
populace now announced their disco- 


very of the venerable Blucher. The 
banquet at the Radcliife library was 
the next object of public attraction. 
The imperial and royal parties assem- 
bled in the library of All Souls’ col- 
lege. At half-past seven they pro- 
ceeded to the library, on a carpet laid 
across the street, and sat down to din- 
ner. The upper gallery was thrown 
opeh to the populace. The sight was 
truly gratifying. In the centre of the 
building, directly under the dome, was 
placed a table covered with plate. 
Around this, and so extensive as to 
occupy the whole circle within the ar- 
cades of the building, was placed a ta- 
ble nearly circular ; and branching ofF- 
from this in lines leading from the cen- 
tre, five tables occupied the spaces un- 
der five of the eight arcades, into which 
the exterior of the library is divided. 
In the centre of the circular table sat 
the chancellor, with his illustrious 
guests. About 200 sat down to din- 
ner, 50 of whom were considered as 
the prince’s party, and occupied that 
part of the table nearest to his royal 
highness. The tables were loaded 
with elegant plate ; the dresses of the 
company were superb, many gentle- 
men being in court dresses and regi- 
mentals, and wearing, thrown loosely 
over them, the scarlet academic robe. 
The prince was in high spirits ; and 
whenever, on the announcing of a fa- 
vourite toast, the spectators loudly tes- 
tified their approbation, his royal high- 
ness was pleased repeatedly to wave 
his hand. About li the party sepa- 
rated, in order to see the illuminations, 
which then blazed universally through 
the streets of Oxford. Between 12 
and 1, a tremendous storm of tliunder 
and lightning burst suddenly over the 
city, and a torrent of rain soon extin- 
guished the numerous lights. 

Next day (June the fifteenth,) be- 
fore eight, the ladies’ seats in the thea- 
tre, where there is room for 600, were 
completely filled. The upper gallery 
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and orchestra contained at least 900 
under-graduates and bachelors. The 
area received the masters of arts, bache- 
lors of law, &c. and the strangers ad- 
mitted by tickets. About ten o’clock 
the great door of the theatre opened, 
Dr Crotch at the organ, accompanied 
by the whole band, playing the march 
in the occasional overture. But* by 
desire of the Duchess of Oldenburgh, 
the music ceased some time before the 
procession entered the theatre. 

At length his Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent, preceded by the be- 
dels, proctors, vice-chancellor, and 
chancellor, appeared uncovered upon 
the threshold, and in an instant thun- 
ders of applause pealed on every side. 
Next to liis royal highness came the 
emperor, and then the king of Prus- 
sia, in their robes as doctors of law. 
Then followed the Duchess of Olden- 
burgh, accompanied by the Duke of 
York, the Russian and foreign princes 
and noblemen, and all the hontrary 
members of the university who were 
present : the heads of houses and doc- 
tors closed this beautiful and unique 
procession. The applause had conti- 
nued long after the whole bad reached 
their places, and the assembly of be- 
tween two and three thousand persons 
conlmued standing till it had been 
loudly intimated by the prince, and 
stated by the chancellor, that his roy- 
al highness wished every one to be 
seated. It is impossible to describe the 
covnbined effect of the scene. Above 
the rest of the university, to the left 
of the prince, sat the chancellor, in 
robes of black and gold, with his long 
band of most exquisite lace. Even 
with the chancellor on the right sat 
the Duchess of Oldenburgh, in a aim- 
pie robe of white satin, and no orna- 
ment upon her head. And still higher 
the three sovereigns were seated on 
•uperb chairs of crimson velvet and 
gold, with their feet resting upon foot- 
•tools of the same. The cliair of the 
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Prince R^gent-was surmounted by a 
pluide of feathers in gold, and the 
whole platform on which these five 
seats were placed, was covered with 
crimson ^Ivet.-^As soon as silence 
was obtained, the chancellor opened 
the convocation in his usual dignified 
and impressive manner, after which the 
names of the Prince Regent, Alexan- 
der, Frederic, the Duchess of 01den» 
burgh, the Duke of York, and the 
chancellor, were severally and distincU 
ly announced from the upper gallery, 
and followed by peals of approbation. 
While this was going on. each of the 
great personages in turn was pleased 
to rise and bow. — At this period of 
the ceremony, the public orator ap- 
peared in the rostrum, from whence 
he addressed the regent and his prince- 
ly guests in a classical Latin oration. 

Dr Phillimore, the regius professor of 
civil law, delivered a panegyric upon 
the two great monarchs, on whom the 
degree of doctor in civil law, by di- 
ploma, had been conferred. The chan- 
cellor upon this delivered the diploma 
of the emperor to the two proctors, 
with a command to present it to his* 
imperial majesty ; which was accord- 
ingly done. The jike ceremony was 
observed with respect to the King of 
Prussia. The chancellor then propo- 
sed a diploma degree to the Duke of 
Wellington, and honorary degrees to 
Prince Metteniich, the prime minister 
of the Emperor of Austria, Count 
Lieven, the Russian ambassador, and 
to Prince Blucher. The three latter 
were accordingly introduced, and pre- ^ 
sented by the regius professor of civil \ 
law. "* 

Eight original congratulatory 'ad- 
dresses in verse were then reiited. 
These were honoured with universal 
applause. The prince and royal sove- 
reigns paid the most marked attention 
to these compositions. Each rose on 
a corypliment paid to him, and made 
bis acknowledgment by a low bow. 



Ixxiv EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1814. [Junb 16y 


On one occasion, on the mention of his 
royal father, the prince rose and made 
three bows, and seemed visibly affect- 
ed His royal highness afterwards 
marked his approbation of particular 
passages ^by inclinations of his head ; 
and distinguished those particularly in 
which allusion was tpade to the for- 
bearance and moderation in the midst 
of victory displayed by the allied 
powers. The chancellor then dissolved 
the convocation, and the procession left 
the theatre in the same order as it en- 
tered. — At one, the royal party, ac- 
companied by Lord Sidmouth, (one of 
the trustees) visited the observatory. 
The professor of astronomy pointed 
out its most stwking features, and the 
different instruments, with which they 
were highly pleased ; and at two, par- 
took of an elegant breakfast at All 
Souls' college. Soon after which the 
Emperor of Russia, the King of Prus- 
sia, and their party, left the university 
on a tour to Blenheim and Stowe. The 
Prince Regent then held a levee in the 
upper room of the Christ-Church li- 
brary, and was likewise pleased to re- 
ceive an address from the county of 
Oxford, which was read by the high 
sheriff, and to whicl) his royal highness 
returned a most gracious answer. His 
royal highness honoured the society of 
Christ-Church with his company at 
dinner in their hall, to which the nobi- 
lity, and all the members of the so- 
ciety were invited. After dinner his 
royal highness ordered the college 
book to be brought, and the dean, by 
his command, inserted his name among 
/fthe list of members. The most inte- 
^c{.?9ting incident on this occasion was a 
spedth from Marshal Prince Blucher. 
The gallant veteran addressed the com- 
pany in German, with a powerful voice 
and most expressive energy. The 
prince, with a condescension which 
did him the highest honour, instantly 
undertook to interpret the sentii^ents 
of the brave warrior. His royal high- 


ness commenced with saying, that al- 
though it was impossible for him to da 
justice to the eloquence of the gallant 
and excellent man who had just ad« 
dressed them, he would, nevertheless, 
attempt to convey his meaning to the 
audience. His royal highness then 
was pleased to say, that Prince Blucher 
had always heard of the fame and 
grandeur of this country, — that he had 
in consequence been induced to visit it, 
and that from every thing he had seen,, 
it far transcended all accounts he had 
heard of it ; that he himself ^ as an old 
man, seventy years of age, whose hairs 
had grown grey in the service of his 
king and country, that he had, there- 
fore, but little time to live in this 
world ; short, however, as it might be, 
the reception he had met with in this 
country was an ample reward to him 
for all his labours ; — that he was but 
little used to universities and their ce- 
remonies, but that he should be insen- 
sible indeed, if, from what he had wit- 
nessed here, he did not know how to 
value institutions such as that of the 
University of Oxford. This was the 
substance, although by no means the 
exact words, of his royal highness’s in- 
terpretation, delivered with a most in- 
imitable grace, and altogether concei- 
ved and expressed with a taste which 
excited the admiration of all his hear- 
ers. The party broke up at nine o’- 
clock, and the illuminations were re- 
newed in the evening with increased 
brilliancy. 

Soon after ten, next day, (June 16) 
his royal highness left Oxford on his 
return to London. 

16th. — His Imperial Majesty and 
the Duchess of Oldcnburgh arrived 
this morning between two and three o'- 
clock at the Pulteney Hotel, Piccadilly. 
They had travelled all night in an open 
carriage, and experienced the inconve- 
nience of a fall of rain and a thunder 
storm on their way. The emperor, 
however, notwithstanding the fatigues 
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of his journey, and the hour of the 
morning, dierely stopped at his hotel 
to change his dress, and repaired with 
great expedition to the Countess of 
Jersey’s festive meeting, where he re- 
mained till six. His majesty rose 
about ten, and at half past eleven, at- 
tended by Lord Yarmouth, proceeded 
to St Paul’s cathedral. Here his ma- 
jesty witnessed the usual assemblage of 
upwards of GOOO of the charity chil- 
dren belonging to the different parish- 
es of the metropolis. His Prussian 
Majesty and the Princes his sons were 
also present. At three o’clock the 
emperor, accompanied by the grand 
duchess, proceeded to view the new 
mint, where they were received and at- 
tended by the deputy warden and other 
officers of that establishment. After 
seeing the various machinery and the 
different processes through which the 
coin passes, they partook of a cold 
collation provided on the occasion. 
His Imperial Majesty was presented 
with a gold medal, of the same im- 
pression as the one presented to the 
grand duchess, his sister, of his Impe- 
rial Majesty’s likeness, on her former 
visit. 

In the evening their imperial and 
royal majesties dined with Lord Castle- 
reagh in St James’s-square. There 
were also present the Princes of Prus- 
sia, the Princes of Orange, Wurtem- 
berg, Metternich, Hardenberg, the 
Duchess of York, the Dukes of York, 
Clarence, Kent, Sussex, Cambridge, 
Saxe- Weimar, and Orleans, the Count 
and Countess of Lieven, &c &c. Af- 
ter dinner, their majesties honoured 
Drury- lane theatre with their pre- 
sence. The house was crowded to ex- 
cess. At 25 minutes before 11 the 
two monarchs entered amidst the ge- 
neral shouts of the audience. The 
curtain then drew up, and about 200 
of the performers appeared, and sang 

God save the King.” The em- 
peror joined most cordially in the cho- 
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rus: his Jmpefial Majesty and the 
King of Prussia clapped heartily at 
the conclusion. They remained till the 
performance ceased, and then went to 
a grand entertainment at the Marchio- 
ness of Hertford's, where his Imperial 
Majesty stayed till half- past five o’- 
clock, engaged in the festive dance ; at 
six he retired to his hotel. 

At eleven o’clock on the 17th, the 
emperor set out on a visit to the Mi- 
litary Asylum and Chelsea Hospital. 
He was accompanied by the Duchess 
of Oldenburgh, and attended by Lord 
Yarmouth and his suite. At the Mili- 
tary Asylum his Imperial Majesty was 
joined by the King of Prussia ; and 
the royal party was received by the 
Duke of York as governor, and the 
other officers of this noble institution. 
After inspecting its various depart- 
ments, the Emperor of Russia, ac- 
companied by his sister, proceeded to 
Greenwich Hospital, and then return- 
ed to the Pulteney hotel. The King 
of Prussia, after viewing Chelsea Col- 
lege and the Military Asylum, visited 
the Duchess of York and St James’s 
Palace. Soon after eight o’clock the * 
same evening, the Emperor of Russia, 
King of Prussia, Duchess of Olden- 
burgh, &c. went to Merchant-Tai- 
lors’ Hall, and partook of a splendid 
dinner given by the merchants and 
bankers of London. The Duke of 
York in the chair ; the Emperor of 
Russia on his left hand, and the King 
of Prussia on his right. Next to the 
emperor sat the Duchess of Olden- 
burgh ; the rest of the table was filled 
with princes, ministers, and ambassa- 
dors. all in the mos5t splendid drcsseg,;i 
chiefly military. The toasts gimi 
were generally complimentary tef the 
illustrious visitors. At eleven they left 
the hall, and repaired to Covent-Gar- 
den theatre, where they rt mained till 
the close of the entertainment, and 
then jetired amid loud and universal 
plaudits. 
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The entertainment given l?y the cor- 
poration of the city of London on the 
J8th to his royal highness the Prince 
Regent, and the illustrious mouarchs 
of Russia and Prussia, wai, in costly 
splendour and magnificence, never 
equalled in this country. The Prince 
Regent went in s^te, with tlie full 
splendour of his court. The streets 
east of Templt^bar were lined with 
nearly 80(X) troops. The houses' were 
filled and covered with thousands of 
spectators, and windows in particular 
situations to view the procession were 
disposed of so high as from 20 to 30 
guineas each. 

At four o’clock the cavafeade de- 
parted from Carlton-house in the fol- 
lowing order : 

The 11th dragoons. Seven of the 
Prince Regent’s carriages, in which 
were the officers of his household and 
foreign officers of distinction. The 
state carriages of the Prince of Orange, 
Duke of Gloucester, Duke of Cam- 
bridge, and Duke of Kent, each drawn 
by SIX horses. The state carriage of 
the Duke of York, who was accom- 
•panied by the two Princes of Pi‘us8ia. 
'Phe Speaker of the House of Com- 
mons in his state .carriage. Between 
each of these carriages were sections 
of the Oxford Blues. Then came the 
carriages of his majesty’s ministers, 
including those of the Earl of Liver- 
pool, Lord Sidmouth, Lord Melville, 
Earl Bathurst, Mr Vansittart, See, See. 
These were followed by two troops of 
the horse-guards in new uniforms. His 

/ majesty’s heralds in their official cos- 
tume ; 12 marshals with their staves ; 

whole of the king's yeomen in 
thiir state uniforms, carrying halberts. 
A state carriage, drawn by six beau- 
tiful white horses, containing the Em- 
peror Alexander and the Duchess of 
Oldenburgh. The Prince Regent’s 
carriage of state, in which were his 
Royal Highness, the King of Prussia, 
and two foreign princes. The car- 


riage was drawn by eight cream-co- 
loured horses, covered wirii ribbons, 
silk reins, &c. and was followed by 
the remainder of the horse-guards ; 
after which came a vast number of 
other carriages containing foreigners 
of distinction ; the Marquis of Wel- 
lesley, Lord and Lady Castlereagh, 
Prince Blucher, Count Platoff, Lords 
Hill and Beresf^ord, and a long line of 
persons of distinction. 

The lord mayor, sheriffs, aldermen, 
and city officers, had previously arri- 
ved at Temple-bar in their state car- 
riages— -and, on the approach of the 
procession, they mounted horses which 
were decorated with crimson ribbons. 
The first part of the cavalcade having 
advanced, the carriage of the Prince 
Regent drew up, wlien the lord mayor, 
aldermen, and sheriffs advanced ; and, 
after a short conference, took the lead 
of his royal highness’s carriage, in the 
following order : — A number of she- 
riffs’ officers, the city marshals, the 
lord mayor’s footmen, the band of the 
London militia playing God save the 
King. Sixteen aldermen in their robes, 
bare-headed. The common crier bear- 
ing the city mace, and the sword- 
bearer. The lord mayor, also bare- 
headed, carrying the sword of state, 
and dressed in a rich velvet robe which 
cost 150 guineas. He was followed 
immediately by the carriage of the 
Prince Regent. In this order the 
procession proceeded to Guildhall, 
cheered as it went by the spectators 
in the houses and streets. 

On arrival at Guildhall, the first 
object of notice was a temporary pas- 
sage which had been erected from the 
principal door of the hall, half-way 
across Guildhall -yard. This passage 
was lined with green cloth, and the 
flooring covered with matting ; it was 
illuminated by a profusion of lamps, 
and led to the porch of the hall, which 
was also lined with green cloth and 
converted into a temporary arbour, ia 
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■which were displayed the most costly 
flowering ehrubs and evergreens, ar- 
ranged upon shelves, and ornamented 
with moss. This arbour extended into 
the hall, and, being illuminated with 
variegated lamps, had the most en- 
chanting effect. Thus conducted into 
the hall, a scene of dazzling splendour 
burst upon the sight. The whole of 
the Gothic pile exhibited a profusion 
of rich and brilliant cut-glass lustres, 
with some thousands of wax-lights, 
which were suspended from' the ceil- 
ing. The tabic for the Prince Re- 
gent and his royal visitors was raised 
four steps above the floor of the hall. 
Over the centre was a canopy extend- 
ing in front, ornamented with the 
Prince’s feathers and the Russian and 
Prussian eagles. It was a single table 
reaching nearly the width and the 
length of the hustings. It was served 
entirely with gold and silver plate. 
On each side of the canopy were 
three large mirrors, which reflected 
the whole of the company. Three 
beautiful lustres of cut glass were sus- 
pended from the lofty ceiling. The 
east window was decorated with a tran- 
sparency of the king’s arms, which 
was illuminated. The monuments of 
Lord Chatham and of his son William 
Pitt, on the opposite side, were left 
entirely open for the contemplation of 
the illustrious visitors. The floor of 
the hall was filled, but not crowded as 
on ordinary occasions, with dinner ta- 
bles ; and on each side a gallery was 
raised, and tl •’ pillars which support- 
ed it formed large recesses for tables. 
The gallery was nearly twenty feet in 
depth, so as to contain four seats, 
and, where the windows admitted, a 
fifth, and extended on both sides of 
the hall to the west window, where it 
was enlarged so as to afford eight 
seats. The common-councilmen dined 
on tables laid in the recesses. Below 
the gallery, and next to the two mo- 


numents, yrere two boxes facing each 
other, and extending with circular 
fronts, designed as orchestras, and in 
which were placed Messrs !^llamy, 
Goss, Lee|e, Taylor, and other glee- 
singers. A music gallery was raised 
over the clock, which was hid from 
view. The two ^giants were newly 
painted, but little more of them than 
their busts, hands, and staves appear- 
ed. From the noble gallery already 
described, folding doors were opened 
over the kitchen and comptroller’s 
house for every accommodation. This 
gallery was appropriated solely to the 
ladies. The whole of the walls and 
galleries were covered with crimson 
cloth plaited in folds, and forming a 
circular drapery over each of the re- 
cesses. Lustres were pendant from 
all parts, intermingled with banners 
of the arms of companies, &c. The 
rise of a few of the steps to the king’s 
bench court led to a splendid room, 
also lined with crimson cloth. 

On the procession reaching Guild- 
hall, the Prince Regent and royal vi- 
sitors were ushered into the council 
chamber, which had been splendidly ' 
fitted up, and a canopy and throne 
erected for the oqcasion. The Re- 
gent being seated on the throne, the 
recorder delivered an address of the 
lord mayor, &c. upon his royal high- 
ness’s visit to the city, which was most 
graciously received. Here the royal 
and noble visitors promenaded for some 
time in familiar conversation ; and the 
Prince Regent, with the most gracious 
and condescending freedom, thus ad- 
dressed the worthy chief magistrate ; \ 

This, my lord mayor, is the 
time of my coming into the city*^ 
regent. On similar occasions itf hat 
been customary to bestow some com- 
pliment on the city of London. I re- 
joice that, on this interesting occasion, 
the chief magistracy has fallen into 
your Jordship’s hands, as it enables 
(i 
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me at once to evince *my respect for 
the city, and my personal esteem for 
your lordship, by declaring my inten- 
tion of creating you immedialely a ba- 
ronet ; and I wish you health to enjoy 
this honour/^ — Dinner was then an- 
pounced, and the Regent, with his 
royal guests and attendants, proceed- 
ed to the hall ; the Tllegent, Emperor 
of Russia, and King of Prussia, taking 
their seats under a grand state canopy 
in the centre of the table, at which 
were seated 21 personages of the blood 
royal, including the Grand Duchess of 
Oldenburgh. The dinner, which con- 
sisted of every delicacy in and out of 
season, was served up in gold and sil- 
ver plate, and the wines and desert 
were of the most choice and costly 
kind. The appearance of the hall was 
beautiful beyond description. The 
Prince Regent left the hall at half- 
past eleven ; but the whole of the 
company were not able to depart till 
three the next morning. 

The King of Prussia met Earl Per- 
cy on the 19th at Sion-house, Brent- 
ford, and thence proceeded to Oat- 
. lands to dine with the Duchess of 
York. The Emperor of Russia and 
Duchess of Oldenburgh went to the 
Russian private chapel in Welbeck- 
street, and from tlicnce proceeded to 
the meeting of the Society of Friends 
in St Martin’s-lanc. At three o'clock 
they visited the Princess Charlotte at 
Warwick-house. They next went to 
Chiswick, to partake of a public break- 
fast given by the Duke of Devonshire, 
and returned at a quarter before seven 
^ to the Pulteney hotel. At ten o'clock 
Emperor and the Grand Duchess 
to Carlton-house, to meet her 
maj^ty. 

Previous to the departure of the 
Emperor, a deputation from the Royal 
Humane Society (of which his impe- 
rial majesty is a member, in conse- 
quence of having restored a Polish 


peasant, apparently dead by drown- 
ing,) waited upon him for the pre- 
sentation of the diploma of the socie- 
ty. The deputation consisted of Lord 
Brownlow ; Sir Abrm. Hume, Bart. ; 
Sir William Garrow ; Mr Whitbread^ 
&c. &c. &c. They were introduced 
to his imperial majesty, and were most 
graciously received ; the benevolent 
monarch, in the most condescending 
manner, expressing his high approba- 
tion of the laudable institution, and 
cordially shaking hands with each mem- 
ber of the deputation. 

At an early hour of the 20th, per- 
sons of all descriptions were making 
preparations to go to Hy de-park, for 
the purpose of gratifying their curio- 
sity, not only in seeing the royal visit- 
ors, the Prince, &c, but also for the 
purpose of witnessing the turn-out of 
almost the whole of the military of 
London and its environs. At nine 
o^clock the different corps were on 
the ground, and the whole of Hyde- 
park, from Tyburn to Hyde-park- 
gate, was covered with soldiers. It 
was near eleven before the numerous 
corps were properly arranged, when 
a spectacle was presented which has 
not been surpassed for a series of years. 
After the lines were arranged, the dif- 
ferent bands belonging to the infantry 
and cavalry continued to play martial 
airs. The crowd became so excessive, 
that it was deemed expedient to send 
a detachment of cavalry to clear them 
to the extremities of the Park. Every 
beholder by this time appeared to fix 
his eyes on Hyde-park gate, where 
the illustrious visitors were to make 
their grand entree. Every tree in the 
park was clustered with people, and 
the balconies, windows, and roofs of 
the houses fronting the Park were 
crowded with a great assemblage of 
beauty and fashion. At half-past 11 
a royal salute of 21 cannon announced 
that the royal party were on their way; 



CHRONICLE. 


June 21>^2.] 


kxix 


and soon after another discharge of 21 
guns gave^ntimation of their arrival at 
Hyde-park-gate. A detachment of the 
Greys proceeded to meet the poten- 
tates, accompanied by the Hettman 
Platoif and a small detachment of cos- 
sacks. They were received with the 
loudest shouts by the populace. The 
Prince Regent, who was accompanied 
on one side by the King of Prussia, and 
on the other by the Emperor of Rus- 
sia, kept his hat off, and bowed re- 
peatedly to the populace. He was 
followed by Blucher and a most mag- 
nificent staff superbly attired. The 
different lines were soon arranged, and 
ahe royal party passed, while the bands 
played “ God save the King/’ — Af- 
ter this the numerous regiments passed 
in review, and then fired z fea-de-joie» 
The illustrious visitors were pleased to 
express the greatest satisfaction at their 
discipline ; and about half* past three 
the different corps marched from the 
ground, highly gratified with the ho- 
nour paid them by the great generals. 
The King of Prussia afterwards went 
to the House of Lords, to see the ce- 
remony of passing bills by the lords 
commissioners. 

The Emperor of Russia and Duch- 
css of Oldenburgh dined on the 21 st 
with the Count and Countess Lieven. 
They returned to the Pultenev hotel 
at ten o’clock, and dressed for the 
Prince Regent’s grand party. The 
Emperor wore an English uniform, 
with the Order of the Garter. 

The Duke of Oldenburgh and 
Prince of Wirtemberg were introdu- 
ced to the queen on Tuesday, by Earl 
Morton, her chamberlain, for the pur- 
pose of formally taking leave of her 
majesty. The King of Prussia visited 
the India-house, and the warehouses 
of that establishment. 

This evening the Prince Regent, 
the illustrious visitors, and their suites, 
went by invitation to White’s fete, 
which was graced by one of the most 


handsome^assemblages of women ever 
seen in tfiis country. The Emperor 
of Russia and the King ef Prussia 
paid due homage to their charms-— 
the former^ by dancing with great spi- 
rit and perseverance till five in the 
morning. 

On the morning of the 22d, the 
Emperor and Grand Duchess sent for 
M. Escudier, the proprietor of the 
Pulteney hotel, and, acknowledging 
the attention he had shown them, 
kindly bid him adieu. Count Orloff, 
Count Woronzow, Baron Nicholai, 
Colonel Fenshaw, and a number of 
Russian gentlemen who remain in Eng- 
land, attended to take farewell of the 
Emperor ; and they embraced, accord- 
ing to the custom of their country. 
The Emperor, the Grand Duchess of 
Oldenburgh, the Duke of Oldenburgh, 
and the Prince of Wirtemberg, enter- 
ed an open carriage of the Prince Re- 
gent’s as the clock struck nine. The 
carriage then drove to the Tower of 
London, which they visited en pas- 
santi and passed over London-bridge 
at half-past twelve, on their way to 
the seat of the Earl of Liverpool, at 
Coombe Wwd, to breakfast. The 
King of Prussia, followed by the 
princes, left Clarence-house at half- 
past nine, in a royal carriage, for thff 
Earl of Liverpool’s seat. His Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent set off 
from Carlton-house a few minutes af- 
ter nine, accompanied by his royal bro- 
ther the Duke of Cambridge and Ge- 
neral Bayley, in his travelling carriage, 
for Portsmouth. 

The Emperor of Russia and the 
King of Prussia arrived at Portsmouth^ 
in the evening, but too late to be pi'e- 
sent at the Government-house at a 
dinner given by the Prince Regent ; 
they therefore drove directly to the 
houses prepared for their reception ; 
the emperor and his sister to Commis- 
sioner Grey’s in the dock-yard, and 
the Prussian king and princes to the 
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Lieutenant-governor, General Hous- 
ton^*. 

Early on the morning of the 23d, 
the royal standards floated in the air 
over the public buildings, and the 
troops viere drawn out in front of the 
Goverument-house. The Prince Re- 
gent got into his carriage under a dis- 
charge from the battery, at half- past 
nine, with the Duke of York, and 
drove to the residence of the Empe- 
ror, whither tlu- King and Princes of 
Prussia, the Duke of Saxe- Weimar, 
See, shortly after repaired. The illus- 
trious company walked from thence 
about eleven, to the place of embarka- 
tion, where the whole naval procession, 
headed by the Duke of Clarence as 
admiral of the fleet, was ready to re- 
ceive them. It commenced with men- 
of-war*8 barges commanded by cap- 
tains clearing the way. The admiralty 
barge, with its characteristic ensign, 
came first, and was followed by the 
royal barge, with the royal standard, 
and two other barges, one hoisting the 
Russian flag of yellow, with the black 
spread eagle, the other of white, with 
-the sable eagle of Prussia. They con- 
tained the Regent, the Emperor, the 
Duchess of Oldenburgh, the King of 
Prussia, his sons and relatives, many 
German princes, and the suites of the 
three royal personages. The proces- 
sion passed along ihc'^hne of men-of- 
war, amid a general salute of 42 guns 
from each ship. The ships’ yards were 
all fully manned, and the loud cheer- 
ings of the crews, and of the count- 
less company in the surrounding boats, 
emulated the roar of the cannon. The 
of Clarence had previously gone 
on 'board the Impregnable, where the 
procession had stopped, to welcome 
the visitors. A short interval elapsed 
after their going on board, when the 
universal shout for the Emperor Alex- 
ander brought his imperial majesty to 
the entering port, where he 8too48ome 
minutes, bowing very graciously and 


gracefully to the surrounding specta- 
tors. Similar calls were made to the 
Prussian monarch, who in a similar 
way testified his gratification. The 
same honours were paid to the Prince 
Regent, who, in recognising the pub- 
lic attention, seemed greatly delighted. 
The Duchess of Oldenburgh was the 
next object of applause, and her im- 
perial highness in the kindest manner 
imaginable bowed repeatedly. The; 
Dukes of York, Clarence, and Cam- 
bridge were in like manner hailed ; 
and each appeared, bowed, and thank- 
ed. Blucher and Platoff were loudly 
vociferated; but the Duke of York: 
declared they were not on board. 
Another grand salute was then fired, 
mixed with the checrings of the ships* 
companies, in which the Prince Re- 
gent heartily joined. — Soon after the 
royal party came on board, they pro- 
ceeded to explore the ship, each as he 
pleased. The Regent was very curi- 
ous and attentive. The King of Prus- 
sia examined much, and appeared a 
very careful observer. Alexander lost 
no time : he left the main deck, and 
went about the ship alone for a time. 
He then took his illustrious sister, and 
descended to the place where the crew 
were receiving their allowance, at 12 
o’clock. He made enquiries concern- 
ing it, and asked what quantity of wa- 
ter was added to the rum ? Being told 
that the proportion of water was as six 
to one, a tar observed, that it would 
be no worse for being stronger. Alex- 
ander requested the usual allowance, 
and drank it off readily, smiling, and 
adding his approbation of the liquor, 
which,” said his majesty, in very 
intelligible English, you call grog, 
and I think it very good.” He had 
a smaller quantity poured out for the 
Duchess, who drank it with much 
good humour. The men were order- 
ed an extra allowance. Alexander 
then went into a marine's birth, where 
about eleven were at dinner. He seat- 
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ed himself by them^ and took a por- 
tion of their mess. He then pulled 
out a sum of money, and left it with 
the company, bidding them “ good 
bye.*' The sons of the King of Prus- 
sia also drank grog with the men with 
much satisfaction. A grand collation 
was now prepared in the cabin, where 
a most superb display of the Regent's 
plate decorated the tables. Admiral 
Blackwood, captain of the fleet, and 
Captain Adam, captain of the ship, 
did the table honours to this exalted 
party. On coming again on deck, no- 
thing could exceed the satisfaction of 
the guests. Leaving the Impregnable, 
salutes were again fired for the Regent, 
the Emperor, and King, followed by a 
general salute ; after which the whole 
party repaired to the Government- 
house, where another grand banquet 
was given by the Regent to near 150 
persons. Blucher arrived in the even- 
ing at nine. 

On the ^^th, the Prince Regent, the 
Duke of York, the King of Prussia, 
with the Prussian and other princes, 
repaired early to the emperor, whence 
they proceeded to view the various 
establishments. The ships building 
or repairing in the slips, the immense 
naval stores of every description in the 
warehouses, the rope- house, the cop- 
per-works, and all the other important 
branches, were examined with much 
attention. But the emperor and king 
appeared more particularly interested 
by the machinery for making the ships' 
blocks, the rapid operations of which 
they witnessed with peculiar pleasure. 
The numerous objects of curiosity and 
utility in the yard occupied all the 
forenoon. About two o'clock the 
royal barges, and the rest of the grand 
aquatic procession, left the King's- 
stairs at the dock-yard, in the same 
order as the day before, to pay an- 
other visit to the fleet in the roads. 
Royal salutes were fired from all the 
batteries. On their arrival at the fleet, 
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they went on board the Royal Sove- 
reign yacht, which immediately hoist- 
ed the royal standard. The emperor 
had previously gone with the duke of 
Clarence pn board the Impregnable, 
the interior of which seemed* to afford 
his imperial majesty peculiar delight. 
He was as assidyous as before in ma- 
king himself personally acquainted with 
nautical arrangements. The fleet form- 
ed a line of seven or eight miles in ex- 
tent, in front of the Isle of Wight. 
They received the royal visitors with 
a general salute, after which they slip- 
py their cables, and were immediately 
under s^il with a brisk north-east gale. 
They speedily cleared St Helen's, and 
went quite put at sea. The Royal 
Sovereign yacht led the van. The 
yachts and barges of the Admiralty, 
tlie naval commissioners, the ordnance, 
and other public offices, a great num- 
ber of private yachts, and above two 
hundred vessels of all descriptions sail- 
ed out, keeping at various distances 
from the fleet. About five o'clock 
the whole *line- of. battle ships hove-to 
by signal, when the Prince Regent, 
the King of Prussia, &c. left the Royal* 
Sovereign, and went to the Emperor of 
Russia in the Impregnable, to which 
the royal standard was accordingly 
shifted. At this time the leading ships 
were about twelve miles from Ports- 
mouth. Tlrtr'ioiySt^Tircle partook of 
some entertainment in the Impregna- 
ble's cabin. The signal was made soon 
afterwards for the return of all the 
ships of war to their anchorage. ' The 
wind was not so favourable for sailing 
back ; but the general effect of so 
many vessels of war and pleasure-boa 
turning to windward through a narrow 
channel, the men of war ranging up 
alongside of the smaller vessels, and 
the frequent repetition of signals in 
both directions along the line, toge- 
ther with the amazing accuracy of the 
nava^ movements, was of the most 
beautiful and of the grandest kind 
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imaginable. As the/ returned, , they 
continued their firing, so as to afford, 
in some respects, the idea of a naval 
engagement. In the visit of yesterday, 
the snips lay at anchor, witl? their sails 
down ; "ki that of this day, they dis- 
played, before assembled sovereigns, 
the proudest boast of this sea girt isle, 
a British fleet in a state of activity. 
In the course of the night and''morn- 
ing, many private vessels had come in 
from various parts of the coast, so that 
the number had considerably increased. 
The Prince, of 98 guns, was in the 
night splendidly illuminated. The old- 
est boatmen of the harbour n^ver saw 
before so great a number of vessels 
collected together, nor so fine a sight 
at Portsmouth. The whole line were 
at their anchorage by half-past seven, 
off tJpithead, when the emperor, king, 
regent, princes, &c. &c. all quitted 
the men of war, and got into their re- 
spective barges, sailed up the harbour, 
and landed. The salutes, on their 
coming away, were very imposing on 
shore and in the harbour. The dis- 
charge cf all the artillery round the 
•works of Portsmouth and Portsea, 
on the Blockhouse, Cumberland, and 
South- Sea forts, and on the different 
batteries at Haslar and elsewhere, fol- 
lowed by tQn feiix de joic of the many 
thousand military drawn up, chiefly on 
the lamparts, prtJdi^ious. Under 
this tremendous firing, the sovereigns 
retired to their several residences. 

At 1 1 in the forenoon of the 25th, 
the Ptiiice Regent and the allied sove- 
reigns and retinue left Portsmouth for 
Portsdown-hill. About 7000 troops 
v^jere drawn up in review order ; and, 
after their majesties had inspected 
them^they drove off for Goodwood, to 
breakfast with the Duke of Richmond. 
From Goodwood the Emperor of Rus- 
sia, the Duchess of Oldenburgli, the 
King and Princes of Prussia, the 
Prince Regent, &c. arrived at -Pet- 
worth, the seat of Lord Egremont, to 


dinner on Saturday, about six. The 
emperor travelled in an open carriage ; 
and, on his arrival at Pet worth, ex- 
pressed himself highly delighted with 
the picturesque beauty of the road. 

Sfith This afternoon at six, the 

guns of the Castle of Dover announced 
the arrival of the King of Prussia and 
his lwo sons at this port. About 11 
the Emperor of Russia, accompanied 
by the Duchess of Oldenburgh, Lord 
Yarmouth, &c. also reached Dover, 
amidst the thundering of cannon and 
cheers of the people. — On the 27th, 
the King of Prussia, after taking a 
farewell of his imperial majesty, at 11, 
accompanied by his sons, embarked on 
board the Nymphen frigate, under a 
royal salute from the shore and from 
the ships, and landed at Calais the 
same evening. The emperor and the 
grand duchess embarked at half-past 
six. His imperial majesty was moved 
even to tears at his embarkation at 
Dover ; all the spectators certainly 
were. Plis majesty stood on the deck 
of the yacht, with his glass to his eye, 
as long as the objects were visible, cor- 
dially returning the salutations and 
blessings bestowed upon him. 

28th. — Dover.^ — About 5 o’clock 
this morning, his majesty’s sloop of 
war the Rosario arrived in the roads, 
and fired a salute. Shortly afterwards, 
the 3 ^ards of the ditfeicnt vessels of 
w^ar were manned, a salute took place 
throughout the squadron, and the 
launch of the Nymphen frigate was 
seen advancing towards the harbour, 
with the Duke of Wellington : at this 
time the guns upon the heights and 
from the batteries commenced their 
thunder upon the boat leaving the 
ship ; and on passing the pier-heads 
his lordship was greeted with three 
distinct rounds of cheers from those 
assembled ; but upon his landing at 
the Cross wall, nothing could exceed 
the rapture with which his lordship 
was received by at least 5000 persons ; 
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and, notwithstanding it was so early, 
parties co*ntinued to arrive from town 
and country every minute. The in- 
stant his lordship set his foot on shore, 
a proposition was made, and instantly 
adopted, to carry him to the Ship Inn : 
he was borne on the shoulders of the 
townsmen, amidst the reiterated cheers 
of the populace. • 

PROCLAMATION OF PEACE. 

30th.-. EDINBURGH.-Although the 
anxiety of the public to witness this 
ceremony was considerably lessened by 
the rejoicings which had previously ta- 
ken place, yet a very great concourse 
of people had assembled yesterday, 
long before 12 o’clock, when the pro- 
cession moved from the High Church 
aisle, escorted by a detachment of sol- 
diers and the city guard, in the follow- 
ing order : 

Six of his Majesty’s Household Trum- 
peters, on horseback. 

The Pursuivants, two and two. 

'J'he Heralds. 

The Provost’s Officer, with hia badge, 
suspended by an orange ribbon, 

The City Officers, with their halberts. 
The Sword and Mace. 

The Magistrates, in their robes. 

The Sheriff; with his attendants. 

On reaching the Cross, which the 
pressure of the crowd rendered a task 
of much difficulty, the heralds unco- 
vered, and the proclamation was read 
in the usual manner. At its conclusion 
the trumpets sounded, and three hearty 
cheers were given by the surrounding 
multitudes. 

The procession then moved to the 
Castlehill, where the Dumfries, Stir- 
ling, and Norfolk regiments of militia, 
were drawn up to receive it The royal 
standard was displayed from the walls, 
and when the reading of the proclama- 
tion was concluded, a round of the 
great guns, and three vollies by the 
soldiers, were fired to commemorate 
the event. The whole line then pre- 
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sentfd arms, the bands playing God 
save the King. 

The cavalcade next proceeded to the 
Abbey, the third station, accompa- 
nied by a^band of music, and escorted 
by a detachment of cavalry* In the 
Canongate it was joined by the ma- 
gistrates of the bm*gh, and was recei- 
ved in the outer court of the Palace, 
where the third reading took place, 
by the royal Irish dragoons. 

After the proclamation was read| 
the magistrates, with the heralds and 
their suite, proceeded in coaches to 
Leith, where they were joined by the 
port adipirrl and the other magistrates, 
and the whole went in procession to 
the shore. The proclamation was now 
read, for the last time, amid the accla- 
mations of the surrounding multitude, 
and the ceremony ended. Previous to 
and at the conclusion of each reading, 
the trumpets were sounded. 

Court of King’s Bench.— T naf 
o/ the Versons concerned in the Fraud 
on ihe Stock Exchange,— ^Wednesday, 
June 8th. — In the court of King's 
Bench, Guildhall, Captain Random* 
de Berenger, Lord Cochrane, Hon. 
A. Cochrane Johngtone, R. Gathorne 
Butt, Ralph Sandom (a spirit mer- 
chant at Northfleet,) Alex. M‘Ray, 

J. Peter Holloway, and Henry Lyte, 
were tried, ftTr coiitipfrtng to defrau d 
the Stock Exchange, by circulatin g 
false news of Buonaparte’s defeat, U s 
being killed by the Cossacks, &c,, to 
raise the funds to a higher price than 
they otherwise would have borne, to 
the injury of the public, and to the 
benefit of the conspirators.— Mr Gur- 
ney called witnesses to prove that Co- 
lonel de Bourg, who pretended to have 
been conveyed in an open boat from 
France, and landed at Dover, with the 
above intelligence, was Random de 
Berenger ; that he wrote to Admiral 
Fole)b who, but for the haziness of 
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the weather, would ha^e telegraphed 
the intelligence to the Admiralty — the 
precise object which the conspirators 
had in view ; that he afterwards pro- 
ceeded through Canterbury! to Lon- 
don, dressed as a foreign officer, re- 
peatedly telling the post-boys that he 
was the bearer of gla*‘iou8 news, until 
he came to the Elephant and Castle in 
the Kent-road, w^ien, finding no hack- 
ney-coach there, he was set down at 
the Marsh-gate, Lambeth, where he 
stepped into a hackney-coach, and was 
traced to a house then recently taken 
by Lord Cochrane, in Green-street, 
Grosvenor-square. The effect: which 
this news had on the funds, particu- 
larly omnium, is well known ; the lat- 
ter rose from 27 to 30 per cent, pre- 
mium. But no confirmation having 
been received at the Admiralty, om- 
nium began again to get down ; when 
an important auxiliary to this fraudu- 
lent contrivance appeared. This was 
the arrival of three apparently military 
officers in a post-chaise and four from 
Northfleet, having the drivers and 
horses decorated with laurel. These 
•were Sandom, M‘Rae, and Lyte, in 
disguise. To spread the news, they 
drove through the. city, over Black- 
friars-bridge, and were set down near 
the Marsh- gate, where they tied up 
their cocked hats, put on round ones, 
and walked a^^Wy^ ^rtfts last contri- 
vance raised omnium to 32 per cent. 
Much evidence was adduced by the 
counsel to connect the parties ; and 
to show that the two arrivals were 
branches of the same conspiracy. The 
amount of the stock in the possession 
of Lord Cochrane and Messrs John- 
stone and Butt, amounted to nearly 
one million ; and, but for this plan of 
raising the funds, they must have been 
defaulters to the amount of 160,000/., 
and nearly ruined by their speculations. 
Sandom, Holloway, and Lyte, were 
jobbers in the funds; the twcv latter 
h^d confessed what was their object 


to the Stock Exchange committee, 
though they denied any participation 
with the other parties. Berenger^a 
hand-writing was proved ; and a 
coat, purchased at Solomon’s of Cha- 
ring-cross, was identified as having 
been bought and worn by him, and 
then sunk in the Thames, from whence 
it was accidentally drawn up by a fish- 
erman. M‘Rae, who was in distress- 
ed circumstances, lodged at Mrs Alex- 
ander’s, in Fetter-lane, and received 
50/. for hi8 services : he made no de- 
fence. Mr Serjeant Best, for the de- 
fendants, contended, and proved by 
calling Lord Yarmouth, Colonel Tor- 
rens, and Admiral Beresford, that 
Lord Cochrane was acquainted with 
De Berenger on honourable grounds, 
not arising from stock-jobbing trans- 
actions, having exerted liimself to get 
him into the navy ; likewise that he 
had authorized his broker to sell his 
stock whenever he could get a profit 
of one per cent. To account for the 
450/. found upon De Berenger when 
taken, being the produce of a cheque 
of Mr Cochrane Johnstone, he called 
Mr Tahourdin, the solicitor, and other 
witnesses, who were employed to sur- 
vey ^some grounds belonging to him 
near the regent’s park, upon which it 
was in contemplation to build a new 
Ranelagh, and for which prospectuses 
had been issued. For this purpose 
Mr Tahourdin had remitted him mo- 
ney on Mr C. Johnstone’s account. 
Mr Serjeant Pell addressed the jury in 
behalf of Sandom, Holloway, and 
Lyte. An alibi was set up on the 
part of De Berenger ; and his servants. 
Smith and his wife, were called to prove 
that he slept at home on the night <jf 
Sunday, Feb. 20, and Mr McGuire, a 
servant at a livery stable, deposed that 
he saw him at Chelsea on that even- 
ing ; but they varied as to the dress 
he wore. At three on Thursday morn- 
ing the court adjourned ; it afterwards 
met at ten o’clock, when Mr Gurney 
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having repliedy Lord Ellenborough 
took two^hourB to sum up. The jury- 
then retired two hours and a half : on 
their return they found aU the penons 
guilty. 

^ June 15th — On Tuesday, Lord 
Cochrane addressed the court in per- 
son. He said, that understanding from 
his counsel that they could not appear 
* for him, to move for a new trial, in 
conformity to his wishes, as the rule 
was, that where there were many per- 
sons embraced by the indictment, all 
must be present ; and as that was not 
possible, the other parties not being 
within his controul, he appeared in 
j>erson, though scarcely recovered from 
the shock he had experienced on being 
found guilty by a jury of his country, 
to entreat the court, that, for the sake 
of justice, they would grant a new 
trial. 

Lord Ellenborough assured his lord- 
ship that he could not hear him. The 
rule of court prevented it. All the 
parties must be present. 

Lord Cochrane had to complain, 
that on the trial evidence of great im- 
ortance to the proving his innocence 
ad not been brought forward. If 
their lordships would allow him to 
read to them the evidence to which he 
alluded, they would be better able to 
judge. 

Lord Ellenborough.— It cannot 
be, consistently with the established 
forms of the court. 

Lord Cochrane said, he should be 
extremely brief : he held in his hands 
affidavits. 

Lord Ellenborough assured his lord- 
ship, that it gave the court pain to in- 
terrupt him ; but they could not, con- 
sistently with the solemn and esta- 
blished rule of the court, suffer him to 
proceed. 

Lord Cochrane trusted, that in de- 
viating from their rule, in such a case, 
their lordships would do an act more 
calculated to promote the ends of jus- 


tice, than by inflexibly acting up to it. 
What could there be inconsistent with 
justice, in suffering him, who, though 
he had no counsel, was ready to assert 
and prove his own innocence, from do- 
ing so, merely because those who were 
guilty were not present, and flared not 
show their faces ? 

Lord Ellenborough said, if they 
were to yield this rule to one, they 
must do 80 to all. * 

Lord Cochrane 1 egged only to 
state — 

Lord Ellenborough. — It would be 
idle in the court to announce to your 
lordship that there is such a rule as I 
have mientioned, if we did not intend 
to act upon it. We did act upon this 
rule this very day, in the case of an 
obscure individual, and are we now to 
act differently in your lordship’s case ^ 
That would indeed be to furnish evil- 
minded persons with a handle for say- 
ing, that we have one rule of law for 
the poor, and another for the rich* 

Lord Cochrane said, he had been 
so conscious of his own innocence, 
that he had never thought it necessary 
to instruct counsel, as several gentle- 
men in court knew, nor had he evert 
read a brief on the subject, till after 
the trial, when he found that a very 
great error had crept into it, in respect 
to the evidence of his servants, as to 
the dress of the stranger who called at 
his lordship's house in liis absence. 
They were represented as admitting 
that he was dressed in a red coat, 
whereas all they had stated was, that 
he appeared to be a military of&cer, to 
which character they as a matter of 
course attached the idea of a red coat, 
though it might equally well have 
been green. 

Here the matter dropped, and his 
lordship, of course, took nothing by 
his motion. 

June 20th.— Mr Gurney moved for 
the judgment of the court on the de- 
fendants in the case of Lord Qoebrape 
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and otliers.— They were accordingly 
called on, when Random de Berenger, 
Lord Cochrane, R. Gathorne Butt, 
John Peter Holloway, Ralph Sandom, 
and Henry Lyte, appeared to their 
names ; and the Hon. Andiew Coch- 
rane Johnstone and Alexander M‘Rae 
failed to appear. 

Mr Serjeant Best, ‘on the part of R. 
G. Butt, havingr^ urged various legal 
objections to the conviction, all of 
which were overruled by the judges, — 

Lord Cochrane addressed the court : 
he said, ‘‘ It has been my very great 
misfortune to be apparently implica- 
ted in the guilt of others with whom I 
never had any connection, except in 
transactions, so far as I was apprized 
of them, entirely blameless. I had met 
Mr De Bercnger in public company, 
but was on no terms of intimacy with 
him. With Mr Cochrane Johnstone 
I had the intercourse natural between 
such relatives. Mr Butt had volunta- 
jdly offered, without any reward, to 
carry on stock transactions, in which 
thousands as well as myself were en- 
gaged, in the face of day, without the 
amallest imputation of any thing in- 
correct. The other four defendants 
were wholly unknown to me, nor have 
I ever, directly or tndirectly, held any 
communication with them. Of Mr De 
Bereiiger’s concern in the fraud, I have 
no information. ^fpp t such as arises 
out of the late trial. With regard to 
Mr Johnstone and Mr Butt, I am will- 
ing to hope that they are guiltless. 
They repeatedly protested to me their 
innocence. They did not dare to com- 
municate any such plan to me, if such 
was projected by them, or either of 
them. Be they guilty, then, or be 
they, one or both, erroneously con- 
victed, I have only to lament that, 
without the most remote suspicion of 
their proceedings, if they or either of 
them were concerned in the fraud, 1 
have, through my blameless intercourse 
with them, been subjected to imputa- 


tions which might, with equal justice, 
have been cast upon any mao who now 
hears me. Circumstanced as I am, 1 
must keep myself unconnected with 
those whose innocence cannot be so 
clear to me as my own. Well had it 
been for me if I had made this distinc- 
tion sooner. I do not stand here to 
commend myself — unhappily, I must 
6eek‘'only for exculpation ; but I can- 
not exist under the load of dishonour 
which even an unjust judgment has 
flung upon me. — My life has been too 
often in jeopardy to make me think 
much about it ; but my honour was 
never yet breathed upon ; and I now 
hold my existence only in the determi^ 
nation to remove an imputation as 
groundless as it is intolerable.*'— His 
lordship then proceeded to comment 
on the evidence : he explained the cir- 
cumstance of his leaving King’s tin- 
shop, on account of the expectation 
of hearing an account from his bro- 
ther, who was ill in Spain. He urged 
the improbability of his disclosing the 
name of De Berenger, if he had been 
an accomplice, since this was to afford 
the only clue for detecting the trans- 
action. As to the difference of swear- 
ing respecting De Berenger's coat, it 
was possible that he might have chan- 
ged his coat in his way to Green-street, 
and also have taken off his stars and 
other insignia : his having with him 
a portmanteau implied at least a possi- 
bility of his having so acted. De Be- 
renger might be afraid to appear be- 
fore him in his assumed dress, as he 
was afterwards unwilling to go to 
I.ord Yarmouth in his real uniform, 
because such a circumstance would he 
exceedingly unusual.— He concluded 
by saying, that he had often had an 
opportunity of showing his character : 
this was the first time, thank God, that 
it had been called in question ; and he 
hoped that, if not now,, he should 
speedily be cleared from all guilt in 
the estimation of the public.— He then 
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put in his affidavits. The first was one 
of his own making, in which he re- 
stated that the assertions in his former 
affidavit were true, and urged that his 
trial had been materially defective from 
jhe absence of an important witness, 
who was compelled to go to sea, and 
also by the lateness of the hour at 
which his counsel, fatigued and cx- 
"liausted, were called upon for the* de- 
fence.-— He next offered an affidavit of 
his servant Thomas Dewman ; but 
Lord Ellenborough observed# that it 
could not be heard ; that the deponent 
had been a witness on the trial, and 
had then an opportunity of saying all 
tjiat wag necessary. Lord Cochrane 
then put in the affidavits of some per- 
sons who were on the trial, but not 
heard. Mr Justice Le Blanc said it 
iVas clear that the affidavits of persons 
so situated could not be heard. The 
affidavit of the Hon. Williatn Erskine 
Cochrane was then read ; it stated, 
that the deponent had been dangerous- 
ly ill in January and February last. 
To this was added the certificate of 
the surgeon.—Lord Ellenborough aid, 
that his lordship sliould have been pre- 
pared to verify when he received these 
documents. 

Mr Butt was then called upon, and 
expressed a wish for a new trial, con- 
fident tliat, whatever might be the 
guilt of the other persons, he should 
then receive a separate acquittal. 

Mr Park put in an affidavit for Dc 
Berenger, in which the deponent sta- 
ted, that he had served the country 
for many years as a volunteer without 
reward ; that his father was an Ame- 
rican loyalist, and had spent a patri- 
monial fortune in the service of this 
country; that he had suffered much 
by his imprisonment under the alien 
act, which had prevented him from 
proper communication with his advi- 
sers. 

Mr Serjeant Pell spoke in behalf of 
Holloway, Lyte, and Sandom. He 


maintained that the plots were con- 
nected by no direct proof, but only 
by some striking coincidences. Two 
of his clients had made some atone- 
ment by a voluntary confession ; and 
the third, Random, had instructed him 
on the trial not to deny his gtiilt. He 
hoped that this would operate to an 
apportionment o& punishment not so 
heavy as those might be thought to 
deserve who had madfe no confession. 

Mr Gurney replied. He said that 
observations had been made on the 
mixed rank of the defendants. It was 
true that conspiracy, like misery, 
acquaints a man with strange bed-fel- 
lows.'' »He was willing, however, to 
concede that the guilt of Holloway 
and Lyte was somewhat repaired by 
their contrition, though he could not 
say 80 of Sandom. I>e Berenger wag 
a step higher in guilt ; he was the 
hired and staid agent ; he had also at- 
tempted to escape, whereby he would 
have screened himself and his compa- 
nions. His learned friend (Mr Ser- 
jeant Bear ) had, in his address to the 
jury, eloquently insisted on the high 
character and services of Lord Coch- 
rane. They had indeed been most’ 
meritorious, but they had been high- 
ly rewarded : his rauK in the navy had 
been advanced ; he had been honour- 
ed with a great personal distinction 
from his sovereign, and he was elected 
member for The great* city of West- 
minster ; — a situation which, while it 
authorized hia lordship to be attentive 
to the conduct of others, made it dou- 
bly important that he should be as vi- 
ilant as to his own. What return had 
e made for these honours ? Fraud, 
backed by falsehood and moral perju- 
ry. His offence was not the ebullition 
of youthful passion ; it did not spring 
from excessive generosity, or an over- 
ardent spirit* It was a cold calcula- 
ting crime, mixed up with meditated 
meanness. The prosecutors in this ar- 
duous business had looked only for 
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justice, and that they. would find it at 
the hands of the court. 

The court deliberated, and then or- 
dered the defendants to be brought up 
to-morrow morning. 

Tuesday ^ The^defendants 

being before the court, Mr Justice Le 
Blanc addressed them in a speech of 
great length, in whtch he commented 
on the charge, the evidence, and the 
defence made. Turning towards Lord 
Cochrane, he observed that it was with 
pain he noticed among the defendants 
a person whose high rank, education, 
attainments, birth, and the honourable 
distinctions which had been bestowed 
upon him by his sovereign ind by a 
grateful people, for honourable and he- 
roic deeds performed, should be linked 
with a banditti of depredators of the 
worst and foulest kind. But inasmuch 
as he did possess those distinctions and 
this elevation in society, so much the 
more was he criminal in participating 
with those guilty offenders in a crime, 
which in its progress was denoted by 
every disgraceful act, and in its perpe- 
tration by every unseemly characteris- 
tic. It was tainted with meanness, men- 
dacity, and avarice ; and with three of 
the adventurers had not even the palli- 
ative of poverty as^an apology for tlie 
sin. Respecting them, therefore, the 
court, in its equal distribution of jus- 
tice, was bonn ^t^s^ Qiy them and the 
world, that as they sought to gratify 
their passion of avarice by conspiracy, 
and as conspiracy was held in the eye 
of the law of an infamous nature, so 
they must award such a punishment as 
would convey infamy with it. Some 
offenders, (and it frequently happens) 
when brought up for judgment, had 
the plea of sudden gust of passion to 
move them to the commission of crime ; 
but here there was no such thing. A 
plot, long devised, much ramified, inclu- 
ding many actors, put into effect with 
unusual cunning and artifice, marked 
from. its commencement, through its 


progress, and to its completion, with 
systematic fraud, was the o^ily picture 
which could be given of it* As a pu- 
nishment, therefore, for a conspiracy 
60 dangerous and so extensive, ne was 
directed to pronounce the following 
judgment : 

“ That you. Sir Thomas Cochrane, 
commonly called Lord Cochrane, and 
you, Richard Gathorne Butt, do pay 
to the king a fine of 5001. — That you, 
Sir Thomas Cochrane, R. G. Butt, 
and John Peter Holloway, Ralph San- 
dom. Hen. Lyte, and C. R. De Be- 
renger, be severally imprisoned twelve 
calendar months in the custody of the 
marshal of the Marshalsea ; and that 
you, Sir T. Cochrane, R. G. Butt, 
and J. P. Holloway, be further im- 
prisoned till your respective fines be 
paid. — And further, that during the 
period of imprisonment mentioned, 
that you, Sir Thomas Cochrane, you 
R. G. Butt, and you C. R. De Be- 
renger, do stand one hour in and up- 
on the pillory before the Royal Ex- 
change.*' 

The prisoners were immediately con- 
veyed away (amid warm expressions 
of the public sympathy towards Lord 
Cochrane) by a strong escort of offi- 
cers to the King’s Bench prison. 


JULY. 

THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON. 

1 St. — Lord Castlereagh informed the 
House of Commons, that in pursuance 
of the invitation with which he and 
a committee had been charged, by di- 
rection of the House, the Duke of 
Wellington was in attendance on the 
outside of the House. He therefore 
moved that the Duke of Wellington 
be called in. 

The question was put and carried 
with acclamations. The serjeant-at- 
arms then left the bar, and, in his 
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robes, re-entered the House with the 
Duke of JV’ellington at his side. The 
whole House rose uncovered, and the 
Speaker took off his hat and bowed to 
the duke, who took his stand between 

bar and the table, and spoke as 
iSlows 

I ventured to solicit to be permitted 
to attend the House to return my tl|}aiiks 
personally for the honour done me, in de- 
puting a committee of the House to con- 
gratulate me on my return to this country ; 
and tin's, after the House had animated 
piy exertions by their applause* upon every 
action that appeared to merit their appro- 
bation, and hud recently been so libera] of 
their favours in recommending his Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent to confer 
upon me the noblest gift a subject has 
ever received. 

I hope I shall not be thought pre- 
sumptuous in taking this opportunity of 
expressing my admiration of the great ef- 
forts made by this House and the country, 
at moments of unexampled pressure and 
difficulties, in order to support the great 
scale of operations by which the con- 
test was brought to so fortunate a con- 
clusion. 

By the wise measures of parliament, 
the government was enabled to give the 
necessary support to the operations carried 
on under my direction, by tiie confidence 
reposed in me by ministers, and by the 
commandcr-in-chief. By tlie gracious fa- 
vours of the Prince Regent, and by the re- 
liance 1 had on the support of my gallant 
friends, the general officers of the army, 
and the bravery of the officers and troops, 
1 was encouraged to carry on the opera- 
tions in such a manner as to acquire tliese 
marks of the approbation of the House, for 
which I now return them my thanks. 

“ It is impossible for me to express the 
gratitude I feel. I can only assure the 
ilousc, that 1 shall always be ready to 
serve his majesty in any capacity of which 
1 may be thought competent, and in which 
my services may be useful. I am reafly on 
all occasions to devote my services entire- 
ly to the wishes of the House.'' (Uear, 
Jicar, hear.) 

The whole House rose again, and 
repeated cheers were given on all sides. 


The Speaker then rose, took off hii 
hat, find addressed the Duke as follow a j 

“ My Lord, — Since last I had the ho- 
nour of addressing you from this place, a 
series of eventful years have elapsed, but 
none without some mark and nyte of your 
rising glory. 

The military triumphs your valour hai^ 
achieved, upon the banks of the Oouro 
and the Tagus, of the Ebro, and of the 
Garonne, have called forth the spontane- 
ous shouts of admiring nations. Those 
triumphs it is needless on this da^ to re- 
count. Their names have been written by 
your conquering sword in the annals of 
Europe, and we shall hand them dow^ 
with exultation to our children’s children* 

“ It is not, however, the grandeur of 
military success which has alone fixetl our 
admiration, or commanded oui* applause. 
It has been that generous and lofW spirit 
which inspired your troops with unuotind- 
ed confidence, and taught them to know 
that the day of battle was always a day of 
victory; that moral courage, and endu- 
ring fortitude, which, in perilous times, 
when gloom and doubt had beset ordinary 
minds, stood nevertheless unshaken ; and 
that ascendancy of character which, uni- 
ting the energies of jealous and rival na- 
tions, enabled you to wield, at will, the 
fate and fortunes of mighty empires. 

“ For the repeated thanks and grants be- 
stowed upon 5 'ou by this House, you have 
thought fit this dajr to offer us your ac- 
knowledgments ; but this nation well 
knows that it is still largely your debtor. 

** It owes to you the proud satisfaction, 
that, amid tITe consteiidiion of illustrious 
warriors who have recently visited our 
country, we could present to them a lead- 
er of our own, to whom all, by commoit 
acclamation, conceded the pre-eminence ; 
and, when the will of Heaven and the 
common destinies of our nature shall have 
swept away the present generation, you 
will have left your great name an impe- 
rishable monument, exciting others talike 
deeds of glory, and serving at once to 
adorn, defend, and perpetuate the exisU 
ence of this country amongst the ruling 
nations of the earth. 

“It now remains only that we congra- 
tulate your Grace upon the high and iin- 
portunt mission upon which you are aboiir 
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to proceed; amJ we doubt not that the 
same splendid talents so conspicuous in 
war, will maintain, with equal authority, 
firmness and temper, our national honour 
and interests in peace.” 

His Grace then wlthdrevii making 
the same ‘obeisances as when he enter- 
ed ; and all the members rising again, 
he was rcconducted by the serjeant to 
the door of the house. After he was 
gone, Lord CasiSereagh moved, that 
■what the Duke had said on returning 
thanks to the house, together with the 
Speaker’s answer, be printed in the 
■votes, which was agreed to tiem, coiu 

This was the termination of one of 
the most impressive and dignified 
scenes that had been witnessed by 
modern times in either house of par- 
liament. 

Isle of Mann Fete — This public 
celebration in honour of the peace 
took place to-day upon the top of 
Snaefield, the highest mountain in the 
island, where upwards of 1500 persons 
were assembled, and from whence, at 
an elevation of 2000 feet above the le- 
vel of the sea, they had a view of the 
united kingdom of England and Ire- 
land, with the seventeen parishes of 
the lordship of Mann lying at their 
feet like a beautiful and highly'finish- 
ed painting. There was a sumptuous 
dinner, with all the usual accompani- 
ments suitable to the occasion. 

“ ir/wr/.'iur Caatle, July 2. 

“ His Majesty continues well in his 
health, and has been generally in a tran- 
quil and cheerful state of mind through 
the last month. — (Signed as usual ) 

The Emperor of !B-ussia arrived at 
the Hague this day. In his progress 
thither, his majesty viewed the city 
and fortifications of Antwerp, the 
house Ut Sandam where his illustrious 
ancestor Peter the Great formerly 
dwelt, and the dock wherein he enga- 
ged himself as a shipwright. 

A tin- tube, filled with powder and 


ball, with a match at the end, was 
found introduced into an air hole of 
the powder magazine belonging to the 
barracks, at Ayr, containing, at the 
time, about 300 barrels, with a design, 
it is supposed, to blow up the saixif^ 
A candle was also found at a little dis- 
tance by the centinel, which, it is con- 
jectured, was used in attempting to 
kindle the fatal match, but fortunately 
it had gone out, by which many va- 
luable lives and much property, have 
been happjly saved. A reward of 80 
guineas has been offered for the disco- 
very of the offenders. 

Melancholy Accident. At 

Piermount, in the parjsh of Troqueer, 
some persons were employed in dig- 
ging a well, and had, without any ac- 
cident, sunk to the depth of 32 feet. 
Monday morning, however, about ten 
o’clock, as the carpenter, a man of the 
name of Samuel Black, was engaged 
with two workmen in adjusting an ad- 
ditional frame, the earth began to rush 
in about 1 2 feet from the bottom, and 
the workmen, immediately becoming 
alarmed, attempted to effect their es- 
cape, by climbing up the wood. Black, 
at the same time, finding it impossible 
to ascend, endeavoured to shelter him- 
self by means of the frame. Before 
the workmen could extricate them- 
selves, however, another rush of earth 
overwhelmed them, to the height of 
three feet above the head of the man 
who was nearest the top, and, in this 
perilous situation, they remained for 
nearly three hours, although immediate 
assistance was procured. By the judi- 
cious and unremitting exertions of some 
skilful persons, the two workmen were 
at last dug out, without any very ma- 
terial injury, but the poor carpenter 
could not be reached, till the vital 
spark was entirely extinct. He had 
been distinctly heard for some time by 
the labourers, uttering pious ejacula- 
tions; but by degrees his voice became 
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fainter^ and at last three deep groans 
were hear/i, which terminated his 
earthly existence. 

3d. — The gazette announced the 
appointment of the Duke of Welling- 
to be ambassador to the court of 
nee, and the right lionourable Lord 
Fitzroy Somerset to be secretary of 
embassy at the said court, 

Holland — The Prince Sovereign 
of the United Netherlands issued a de- 
cree on the 16th ultimo, not only pro- 
hibiting all vessels of that country from 
trading to Africa for slaves, but for- 
bidding the Dutch ports and factories 
on the African coast to give protection 
tQ any vessels engaged in that trade. 

A numerous and respectable meet- 
of the inhabitants of Leith was 
held in the assembly-room, at which 
it was unanimously resolved to peti- 
tion both Houses of Parliament re- 
specting the abolition of the slave 
trade. 

A young man, in walking round 
the Calton-hill, a little to the north 
of Wordsworth’s stables, was seized 
with a fit, and fell over the precipice. 
He was taken up comparatively little 
injured ; but the effect of the accident 
upon the mind of his father, who was 
in a declining state of health, was sd 
great, that he expired in a few hours 
after. ^ 

4th,-^In a committee of the House 
of Commons, Lord Castlereagh pro- 
posed to increase the allowance of the 
Princess of Wales to 50,0001. per an- 
num. This grant her royal highness 
declined, and, in a letter to the Speak- 
er, declared that an income of 35,0001. 
will be sufficient for her. 

Royal Edinburgh Volunteers. 
—This day, the first regiment of royal 
Edinburgh volunteer infantry and rifle 
company attached, under the command 
of Lieut.-Colonel the right honourable 
Charles Hope, paraded, according to 
orders, in the Meadow Walk, to the 
number of upwards of 600, and, being 
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formed, marche4 to the grourfda of 
Heriot’s Hospital, where, being pla- 
ced in open square, the order of his 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent^ 
releasing them from their military cn- 
gagementsf and expressing the high 
sense entertained of the loyalty and 
patriotism which have invariably dis- 
tinguislied their ^fonduct, and which . 
have given a lasting claiiA on the es- 
teem and gratitude of their country, 
was read, with a letter from the lieu- 
tenancy of the city of Edinburgh, and 
an act of the magistrates and council, 
presenting their unqualified thanks to 
the corps, for their long and meritori- 
ous servites, and congratulating them 
on the happy state of the country, and 
the highly honourable termination of 
their military labours, after which the 
corps was addressed, in presence of a 
crowd of spectators, by the Lieute- 
nant-Colonel, in the following energe- 
tic and impressive manner ; — 

This Is now the second time that I am 
to go through the painful ceremony of dis- 
banding tliis regiment, nnd although my 
time of life and public official situation 
render the duty of it every day less easy 
to me, yet I do assure you tliat I part from 
you with feelings of regret which no lan- 
guage can express. Thank God, our pre- 
sent separation is under circumstances 
very diflerent from our last ; we then too 
had obtained a peace, but it was a peace 
that, I believe^ those \vh(^made it did not 
expect to be lasting, and that they consi- 
dered it nicj’ely us an ex|)eriment to con- 
vince the nation of the necessity of con- 
tinuing tiie war. Our present peace has 
been effected under more auspicious omens, 
and I think promises to lie as lasting as the 
mutability of human nflairs, and the un- 
foreseen circumstances whicli occur to em- 
broil nations w'lili each other, can possibly 

f ierinil. On this occasion, therefore, 
lave Tittle to apprehend on the part eff our 
country ; but in regard to myself', deprived 
of you, 1 shall feel as if I had lost my right 
arm in point of strength, and iny best 
friends in rase of need. 

** In this last respect, liowever, I am 
more Tortunate than the commanders of 
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many' other regiments-V-composed as we 
are, entirely of inhabitants df this city, 
whose professions will necessarily retain 
most of us here for life, wc shall not scat- 
ter like other corps recruited from all parts 
of the empire, and, therefore^ I trust that 
we shalK long be spared to enjoy the hap- 
piness of private friendship, and to render 
each other every mutual good office in our 
power. ^ *' 

“ It is now exactly 20 years, this very 
day, since the first squad of this regiment 
began to drill. Of the merit of your ser- 
vices, and of the dej|ree of discipline which 
you have attained, it would ill become me 
to speak. For the one you have received 
the repeated thanks of your king and coun- 
try, and of the other the most honourable 
testimony has been borne b^ the very 
eminent and distinguished officers who 
have successively commanded his majes- 
ty’s forces in this part of the united king- 
dom. But this I may be permitted to say, 
because no man can know it so well as 
myself, that the merit of that discipline is 
exclusively your own. 

You now retire into private life, with 
the thanks of your sovereign and of your 
country, and with the pleasing conscious- 
ness, that in the hour of danger you obey- 
ed the call of Britain to her sons to do 
tlieir duty — our services have been hum- 
ble, but they have not been useless. The 
volunteer and militia force at iiome ena- 
bled government to«.8end forth those pow- 
erful and gallant armies whose glorious 
successes have so materially contributed 
to the deliverance of Europe. In those 
achievements many gentlemen from our 
ranks have borne their share, for since 
the formation of this regiment we have 
furnished above six hundred officers to 
the regulars, and other descriptions of mi- 
litary force. 

“ And now, gentlemen, I bid you all 
farewell. May the God of Heaven bless 
and prosper you in your families and in 
your professions, and may we all retain, 
tnrough life, those principles which origi- 
nally brought us together, loyalty to our 
king, attachment to our glorious constitu- 
tion, and reverence for our pure and holy 
leligion.” 

This address was ^ec€i'^^ed with rap- 
turous applause by all present.* 


The regiment then marched to the 
Cross, where the crowd w^s immense, 
and, having formed an oblong square, 
it was notified to the gentlemen of the 
magistracy, that the corps was para- 
ded, for delivering over the colours^v- 
ceived from them, and to be disembo- 
died, whereupon the magistrates, pre- 
ceded by the city serjeants, sword and 
mace, proceeded from the city cham'-. 
bers, and, entering the right of the 
regiment, were received with a gene- 
ral salute, and moved uncovered along 
the whole line, and, having come to 
the head of the square, the colours 
were brought by the majors, and de- 
livered by the lieutenant-colonel to Mr 
Trotter, acting chief magistrate, with 
an appropriate speech. 

It is just twenty years since this 
corps commenced its military career. 
Every one will long remember the 
perilous situation of this part of the 
kingdom in 1794, and the substantial 
services this institution then rendered 
to the capital and to the country, by 
stepping forward to support that con- 
stitution we now enjoy, which, matu- 
red by the experience of ages, has long 
been the envy of the world. 

The officers afterwards dined at 
Oman’s, where a very elegant enter- 
tainment was provided. 

5th. — ^After a long debate in the 
House of Commons, Lord Cochrane, 
and his uncle, Mr Cochrane Johnstone, 
were expelled — the latter without a 
dissentient vote, and the former on a 
division, in which the numbers were. 
Ayes 140, Noes 44 — Majority for the 
expulsion 96. 

7th , — Thanksgiving at St PauVs,^ 
This being the day appointed for re- 
turning thanks to the Almighty for 
the restoration of the blessings of peace 
to this country and to Europe, it was 
observed with all the state and solem- 
nity usual on such occasions. The 
general manner of the procession, &c. 
was similar to those of the kiog on 
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his going to the cathedral upon his 
recovery, ahd after the naval victo- 
ries. 

The two houses of parliament met 
e ar^ to attend the procession. 

* At an early hour, the troops ap- 
pointed to preserve order in the ave- 
nues leading to the cathedral church 
of St Paul proceeded from their l-e- 
spective parades, and took those sta- 
tions which had been previously ap- 
pointed by the adjutant-general ; and 
soon after eight o’clock, the streets 
leading from St Paul’s to Carlton- 
house, which had been covered with 
a thick coat of gravel, were lined 
with infantry, and paraded by detach- 
ments of volunteer cavalry and light 
horse. 

The military, consisting of detach- 
ments of infantry from the foot guards, 
the 5th foot, the Stafford, West Mid- 
dlesex, Aberdeen, and Fermanagh mi- 
litia, marched into Pall-Mall and the 
Strand, and lined each side of the route 
from St James’s to Temple-bar. The 
route from Temple-bar to St Paul’s 
was also lined by troops, consisting of 
the East India regiments of volunteers 
and artillery company. 

A detachment of 150 of the 11th 
light dragoons were divided into pa- 
troles, and kept moving backwards 
and forwards, from one end of tlfh 
line to the other, to preserve order, 
and assist the peace-officers in the exe- 
cution of their duty ; a detachment of 
thirty of the royal regiment of horse- 
guards was allotted for keeping the 
grand route from the houses of parlia- 
ment to Charing-Cross clear of impe- 
diments ; of these a subaltern officer 
and twelve men were posted in Palace- 
yard, and the remainder employed in 
patrolling from thence to Charing- 
cross. 

One hundred and four of the 11th 
light dragoons wt je jjosicd at the end 


of th^ chief streets leading into the 
Strand. 

I'he light horse volunteers, the Lon- 
don volunteer cavalry, the Westminster 
volunteer cavalry, and the Surrey yeo- 
manry, assembled at seven o’dock in 
the morning, in Hyde-park, and pro- 
ceeded along the grand rout, to Tem- 
ple-bar. They kept the rewte open to 
St Paul’s, furnishing strong detach- 
ments at the top of Fleet-market 
and in Bridge-street, and particu- 
larly guarding all the avenues lead- 
ing into Fleet-street and Ludgate- 
hill. 

Lieut. iGeneral Sir Charles Green 
commanded the troops. 

So early as eight o’clock, lines of 
carriages proceeded along Pall-Mall 
and the Strand, with Peeresses and 
other ladies of rank, to St Paul's. 

The procession of the House of 
Commons was preceded by the mes- 
sengers of the House on horseback, 
constables of Westminster, the clerks* 
assistants, and the chaplain and depu- 
ty serjeant-at-arms in one of the Speak- 
er’s carriages. The Speaker closed the 
procession. 

The foreign ambassadors, in a train 
of about 20 carriagas, at 9 o'clock pro- 
ceeded by Charing-cross, the Strand, 
and Ludgate-hill, to the cathedral ; 
they were in their state carriages, and 
in full courrdresses. The members of 
the House of Peers came next, and 
were followed by the Lord Chancel- 
lor in his state carriage. In the line 
of carriages forming this part of the 
procession was the gallant Blucher, 
who was recognised by the people, 
and, as usual, loudly cheered. 

Shortly before 11, the discharge/of 
21 guns announced the departure of 
his Royal Highness the Prince Re- 
f gent frot^Carlton-house, from whence 
the procession advanced in the follow^ 
in^ order 
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• Two Horse Guards. 

7'hc Duke of Gloucester, in his stale carriage, drawn by six horses. 

A party of Horse Guards. 

The Duke of Cambridge, in his state carriage, drawn by six horses. 

A party of Horse Guards. 

. The Duke of Shssex, in his state carriage, and six horses. 

A party of Horse Guards. 

The Duke of Kent, in his state carriage, and six horses. 

‘ A party of Horse Guards* 

Two of the Oxford Blues. 

' The Heralds, in their official costume. 

Three state carriages drawn ljy six horses each, containing the Household of his 
]I,oyal Highness the Prince Regent. 

A detachment of the BluSs. 

Fourteen Royal Footmen, in state liveries. 

Twelve Marshal’s Men. 

A trooj) of the Horse Guards. 

Uis Royal Highness the Prince Regent, in his state carriage, drawn by eight cream*. 

coloured horses. 

His Royal Highness w'as accompanied by two of his 
Officers of State. 

A troop of Horse Guards followed. 


The Dukes of York, Clarence, Sus- 
«ex, and Gloucester, were in the pro- 
cession. The silver trumpets sounded 
at interrals. After the royal carri- 
ages came two of the heralds in cos- 
tume, on horseback. In the carriage 
w’ith the Regent were the Duke of 
‘Wellington and the Duke of Mon- 
trose. 

The lord mayor,, sheriffs, and other 
city officers, fdl into the procession at 
Temple-bar. 

The peeresses, and other individuals 
who were accommodated' with seats in 
the cathedral, approached by Holborn 
to Newgate-street, down Warwick- 
lane, to the north gate of the church. 

Great order was preserved in the 
streets. The windows and housetops 
were crowded with spectators. 

About 12 o’clock the procession 
rei'ched St Paul’s gates. Most of the 
nobility, the great law officers, and 
the members of the* House of Com- 
mons, had taken their placeai^when the 
Prince Regent arrived ; his royal high- 
ness was preceded by his brothers, the 
Dukes of Cambridge, Sussex, ^Kcnt, 
and York, according to their respec- 


tive seniority, and the Duke of Gloir* 
cester, who was w^armly greeted by 
the populace. Nothing could equal 
the splendour of the Prince Regent’s 
equipage and horses, and their trap- 
pings. The Duke of Wellington walk- 
ed on the right hand of his royal high<^ 
ness from the carriage to his seat in 
the church. 

On the arrival of the procession at 
the great western gates of the cathe- 
dral, it moved along the nave of the 
eiiurch, through the screen. Imme- 
diately on the right-hand side of the 
chancel was the seat constructed for 
the Prince Regent and his party. It 
was covered with crimson cloth, the 
cushions of velvet and gold. The 
Duke of Wellington was seated on 
the right of his royal highness, with 
the sword of state before him. 

Over the pew, if so it might be 
called, in which his royal highness was 
seated, was a lofty and magnificent 
canopy, with an elevated dome in the 
centre, the whole of crimson, bordered 
with gold. 

On the right of the regent were 
seated his royal brothers, and the 
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Duke of ^Gloucester, in a pew by Orange, who accompanied him. The 
themselves, covered with crimson ; the house was fitted up with Dutch neat- 
Prince Regent’s face was towards the ness. In the parlour was a fine por- 
high altar: they looked across the trait of Peter the Great in armotir. 
i^ncel with their right to the eastern The empA-or and the prince, were re- 
erSi of the church The ministers of ceived by 16 daughters of t|ie magis- 
state occupied the lower end of the trates, in the dress of Saaldam. The 
chancel : the peers, foreign minis^jers, illustrious visitors* testified their satis* 
members of the House ot Commons, faction at their reception, and then 
&c. &c. filled each side, on benches went to the house of the Czar Peter, 
one above another, mounting almost to which had simply the inscription, << To 
the top of the arches. • the great man, nothing is too little.” 

The liturgy was performed after The emperor having visited the dock, 
the cathedral manner, Te Deum^ &c. where Peter engaged himself as a work- 
being chanted. After a sermon by man, came to the house. The prince 
Dr Law, Bishop of Chester, the splen- led him fti, and one could immediately 
did cavalcade moved in inverted order see the impression which the immerrse 
from the cathedral to Carleton-hoiise. contrast of the simple dwelling with 
9th. — The Duke of Wellington the power and splendour of its former 
was entertained with a grand dinner, inhabitant, and so many other recol- 
at Guildhall, by the corporation of lections, would not fail to inspire. The 
London. Previously to the entertain- prince requested the emperor to leave 
ment the noble duke was presented, in a memorial of this remarkable visit, 
the customary forms, with a sword of and all having been prepared, the cm- 
exquisite workmanship, voted by the peror, with a silver trowel, fixed in 
common council. The guests consist- the chimney a square of white marble, 
cd of several of the royal dukes, of the on which is inscribed in golden let- 
f<»reign princes remaining in this coun- ters— Petra Magno — Alexander.” 
try, the foreign ambassadors, the mi- 11th.— -Advices from Cashel men- 

nisters of state, and a long list of na- tion the murder of Mr Long, of Ard- 
val and military characters of distinc- male, in the county of Tipperary, on 
tion. The galleries, which had not Monday last, at an early hour of the 
been removed, were again crowd ed m ornipg. Mr Long, though advanced 
with ladies. The interior of the wat/ond of rural sports, and 

was decorated much in the same man- had risen at a very early hour, in order 
ner as at the banquet which was ho- to reach the mountains betimes, which 
noured by the presence of the Regent, were to be the scene of his intended 
and their Russian and Prussian ma* sport. He had proceeded but a few 
jestics. steps from his house when he was fired 

The Dutch papers are full of the at with two shots, both of which took 
progress of the Emperor Alexander efTcqt, and he fell. Mr Long had 
through Holland, and of the honours passed the early part of his life in India, 
with which he was received at Rotter- where he had amassed a considei;aDle 
dam, the Plague, and Amsterdam, fortune, which it ^as his wish to enjoy 
The visit of his irn^erial majesty to the in his nativ^ountry. With t view to 
village of Saaldam was interesting, the empl(^ment of the poor, he had 
The house which Peter the Great first attempted the establishment of a wool- 
entered on his arrival, August 18, len manufactory at Ardmale, which 
3697, was prepared for the deception turne(Pout unsuccessful; and the build- 
his majesty, and the Prince of ing originally destined for this purpose 
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. lie wap alTOUt to di«pope of to govern- 
.ment, to be used aa a barrack, a mea- 
sure which the lawless state of the 
surrouxidingdistrict most urgently call- 
ed for, when he fell by th? assassinfs 
hand. 'He was an active zealous sup- 
plier of the public peace, and he has 
fallen theViictim pf his public zeal, and 
of his opposition to the savage turbu- 
letice which has convulsed so long the 
pountry in his vicinity. 

‘ 12t-h. — D besdpn.— -T he explosion 

which happened here on the 27th of 
June, was one of the most tremendous 
recorded in history ; it has crowned 
the calamities which have so long af- 
Eicted our unfortunate city. 

During the armistice of 1813, the 
French erected before the Black- gate 
of the New Town a considerable tSte^ 
ife-ponff which they called the Empe- 
ror’s entrenchment. In this entrench- 
ment they constructed a large fort of 
wood, and a spacious vault, where they 
established a v^st powder magazine, 
which was surrendered by the capitu- 
lation. This magazine contained up- 
wards of 100,000 quintals of gunpow- 
der, partly in barrels, partly in cart- 
ridges, grenades, See* It was guarded 
by Russian soldiets. 

On the 27th of June some Saxon 
artillerymen were to fetch a quantity 
of powder from this magazine, Und i. 
number of peasants had been ordered 
to remove it. Some detachments of 
Russian troops were exercising near 
the place. About half-past eight o’- 
clock, part of the wooden fort blew up 
with such a tremendous explosion, that 
the ground was shaken to a great^dis- 
^nce. All the men and animals with- 
in the distance of a thousand pVees 
from the fort fell victims to this acci- 
dent. Several perlons wrve killed by 
the beams, the paiisades,\and othet 
things belonging to the fort; and 
others suffered severely from the pres- 
sure of the air. The arms and^iegs of 
these unfortunate people were carried 


p an immenie distance* Thebi^ 
of the New Town, situated wtm the 
entrenchment, and among other# the 
church, were so violently shakeUr that 
not a single pane of glass in thetu^^lSiye 
left whole, and the altar and oi^wi 
were much damaged. The academy jof 
the cadets has ^so suffered excteijr 
ingiy. The barracks, in which 2800 
Russians were quartered, are entirely 
ruined, and those troops had great dif- 
ficulty tq escape from them into the 
New Town. 

The consternation occasioned by 
|:hi8 misfortune was heightened, when 
it was known that the fire had com- 
municated to that part of the wooden 
fort which contained the principal store 
of powder, cartridges, and grenades. 
The most prompt assistance was ror 
quishe to prevent an explosion stiU 
more dreadful than the first* An aulic 
counsellor had the courage to seize 
and pull away a beam that was on fire, 
and that alone would have been sufiKr 
cient to annihilate us. The cellars 
where the powder was deposited were 
covered with earth and dung, and 
Heaven interposed in our favour. It 
began to rain^bput eight o’clock, and 
the rain lasted the whole day. 

Even in the Old Town upwards of 
3000. houses we- e much damaged by 
^e shuck. Beams were thrown to the 
opposite side of the Elbe, which proves 
the extreme violence of the explosion* 
]t was fe]t as far as Pirna, which is 
four leagues from Dresden, and the 
windows were broken there in almost 
all the houses of Castle-street. X^e 
number of persons who perished by 
this catastrophe is not correctly ascer- 
tained. 

Watzkfobd.-— About five oMock 
in the evening two ruffians, armpd, one 
with a blunder busi, the other* w^h a 
carbine, apparently strangersi and their 
faces slightly blackened, entered the 
dwelling; house of Charles Crowley, 
woodranger, at Woodhou^, id thi# 
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county, Crowley was absent, but the 
intrudes iftade his son Francis accom* 
pany one of them into an inner room 
in search of arms, while the other was 
stationed at the door. , Shortly after 
thqr had entered the room^ a shot 
was Jired by the man on the outside, 
whicftalrbost instantly killed Crowley’s 
daughter, a young woman abouf 20 
years of age. The search was imme- 
diately abandoned : the villains ran off, 
and have hitherto escaped detection, 
15th — Mr Sadler and his son this 
day ascended in a balloon froiu the 
court-yardofBurlingtoii*house, at half- 
past three in the afternoon. As the 
bhlloon pVoceeded, thiJ travellers were 
distinctly observed, each waving a Dag 
which he held in his hand. In about 
eight minutes it disappeared, Mr 
Sadler has since publit^hed the follow- 
ing account of his voyage 

** After the balloon had cleared the 
cast wing of Burlington- house, our 
ascent was slow, and only evidenced by 
the apparent receding of objects $ for 
it was not we who seemed to rise, but 
every thing beneath us to retire# In 
a few minutes we were perpendicular 
with Leicester- square, and our pros- 
pect was at once grand and awful ; the 
whole of London and its magnilicent 
buildings lay below us, with its sur- 
rounding fields, canals, and parks j tbt 
beautiful serpentine form of the river, 
with its rich shipping, docks, and 
bridges. We enjoyed this scenery for 
about 15 minutes, and at a quarter be- 
fore four o’clock entered a dense cloud, 
which completely shut us out from all 
Bight of the earth; at this time we 
could sensibly percdlire the balloon to 
be rising. When we had soared 
through this cloud* my aon observed 
to me, that, from the variegated co- 
lours reflected atiif refracted from the 
multitudinous congregation of vapours 
ai'ound us, and the effulgen'ce of differ- 
ent lights, he could scarcelj^ee to any 
VOL. VII. i^aht ih ^ 
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great distance,* or make any distinct 
observations on the numberkss forms 
around us ; although, from the sha- 
dow of the balloon on the more opaque 
clouds, 1 90 uld easily discover that we 
had altered our course tovfards the 
south-east. From the intdbse cold, 
and a most violent pain iif my ears, 
which I never experienced before, our 
height could not be Ifss, in my calcu- 
lation, than five miles. The late Right 
Hon. MrWindham, about thirty years 
ago, indeed experienced a similar at- 
tack in his ears, though we had npt 
then ascended above two miles and a 
half $ but from my best observations, 
calculated upon former experience, 
must have been about that height. My 
son soon after found the same effect, 
though in a much slighter degree. 

By the various currents of air, and 
the renewed motion of the machine, I 
judged we were approaching the sea ; 
and requesting my son to open the 
valve, we perceived ourselves rapidly 
descending. The clouds were so near 
tliNeeai^h, that, after lowering for the 
apace, nf a quarter of an hour, though 
we distinctly heard the lowing of the ’ 
esittle, we could not discover terra fir- 
ma ; but shortly after the clouds open- 
ed themselves beneath us, and display- 
ed the variegated fields and the river 
h ajies, an d informed us that we had 
agdlH 'ftl'Eercd our direction, and wer^ 
returning from the south-east to the 
north-west ; and, sailing over the Low- 
er Hope and East Tilbury, we had a 
distinct view of the mouth of the river, 
Sheernees, Margate, Ramsgate, &c* 
witM their coasts and shipping ; but 
thw clouds collecting and rolling over 
other, again enclosed us in visilfle 
isibility. After again descerfding 
flow the^oudsywe saw aa inviting 
ay-field/at a considerable distance^ 
and .opening the valve ag^^n, a suffi- 
cient quantity of gas escapee^ for us to 
reachfPthe proposed spot ; and, after 
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Ihrowingout the grappling-iron ,M’hich 
immediately took cfT.ct, we came to 
the ground without any unpleasant 
convulsion. We remained quietly in 
the car till all the gas had evaporated, 
by whic*lj time a number of spectators 
reached ihc place, but not before every 
thing had-becn properly secured. Our 
descent was -at Great Warley Franks, 
near Ockenden*, Essex, where we were 
hospitably entertained and accommo* 
dated by Mr S. Francis, the occupier 
of the land. A chaise being prepared 
Jfrom Brentwood, on which the whole 
of the a^aratus was placed, we re- 
turned to Burlington-house again about 
o’clock.^ ^ 

A dreadful riot, attended with very 
melanclioly consequences, took place 
at the race course of Downpatrick. 

It appears that a very great and 
unusual assembling of country people, 
all armed with sticks, and some with 
pistols, was observed on the race 
course on Friday, and it was under- 
stood that a preconcerted disturbance 
was to be the consequence, as, ibr se- 
veral days before, it was said without 
hesitation, that the Orangemen had 
their day on the 12di of July, and they 
(the Threshers) should h^ve theirs on 
the Friday of the racc‘5. About four 
o’clock on that clay, a quarrel (,many 
present say a sham fightj took^plag'' ' 
between two men, which in an insiant 
attracted a great crowd, apparently 
on the watch, and a disturbance en- 
sued, and continued for a cunsideiable 
time, till it became so alarming tliat 
the magistrates found it necessary to 
send to Down fora delatl.ment oDbe 
Middlesex militia, quarteied thereat 
'when the military were drawn -ap, 
the fage of the assembled crowd w^^s 
uirected rt whi'iiy afi^insl them, 
and they vieic assailed wit^vollies of' 
stones frorp behind the tents, and many 
opprobriifus names. The militia all 
this tim». kept their ground wi«i» the 


greatest coolness. The great mass, 
(some thousands, it is said,) embold- 
ened by the quiet manner in which the 
soldiers acted, advanced so near as to 
bid them defiance, pelting them with 
stones, by which some of them were 
injured and knocked down. The sol- 
diers were then ordered to fire with 
blank cartridge ; but this only made 
the mob more riotous. Th^‘y were 
then ordered to [ire witli ball: tw(» 
men inst^mtly fell, and a great many 
were wounded ; four or five me in the 
infirmary. A numlicr of the i inters 
were taken prisoners and lodged in 
jail; one of them had four pistols in 
his possession, another had two, 

Ijouis XVJIL has i'lsucd a long 
ordOnnance regulating the naval ser- 
vice, and limiting the nfiicers to JO 
vice-admirals, 20 rear-admirals, 100 
captaincs de vaisseau, (40 of the first 
class, and 00 of the second class) JOO 
captaiues de frigate, 400 lieutenants, 
and 500 ensigns. The annual pay of 
each rank is, vice admirals, J 2,000 
francs; rear-admiral, 8000 ; capilaine 
de vaisseau, Ist class, 4000; jecor.d 
class, 5600 ; capitainc de fitgale, 
2500; lieutenant, lOOO; em ign, 1200. 

16th.— -This day a gteat conconrse 
of people assembled In Covent Girderi, 
tj) witness the election of a rejiresen- 
lative for Westminster in piubanmnt, 
in the room of J^ord Cochrane ex|:('l- 
led. Sir Francis Burdelt coneliidecl 
an animated speech by proposing the 
re-election of Lord Cochrane, winch 
v.'a8 seconded by Mr Sturcli. Mr 
Wishart and Mr Alderman Wood se- 
verally addressed the meeting, and the 
motion was carried unanimously- Af- 
ter the election the Westminster com- 
mittee, accompanied by Sir Francis 
and Mr Jones Burdett, repaired to the 
King’s Bench piftbn, to congratulate 
Lord Cochrane upon the result, ani 
to deliver the following addie^*s ; — 
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JULY 16 .] 


CommiUce-room^ hinisr-sfrect^ Corent* 

ffftrden^ 16, IBH. 

My lord,— I am directed by the 
committee of electors of Westminster, 
appointed at the general meeting held 
in New Palace-yard on Monday the 
11th instant, to acquaint your lord- 
ship, thqt you were this morning nomi- 
nated as a fit and proper person to fill 
the vacancy in the representation of the 
city eff Westminster in parliament, oc- 
casioned by your lordship*8 expulsion ; 
and that you were immediately re- 
elected, without opposition, and with 
the most lively expressions of universal 
approbation. The committee further 
direct me to convey to your lordship 
their sincere congratulations on an 
event so happily demonstrative of the 
sense which your constituents enter- 
tain of the accusation which has been 
brought against you, and of the very 
extraordinary proceedings by which 
it has been followed up j and to assure 
your lordship, that it affbrds them the 
highest gratific«'ition to find that you 
are able to oppose, to the envenomed 
shafts of malice and party spirit, the 
impenetrable shield of conscious inno- 
cence. They rejoice to see that the 
prejudices, occasioned by gross and 
shameless misrepresentations, are fast 
wearing away from the public mincki 
and they trust that the time is near 
when your lordship’s character will 
appear as fair and unblemished in the 
view of every individual in the British 
empire, as it now does in the eyes of 
the electors of Westminster. 

Samuel Brooksi chairman. 
To Lord Cochrane. 

To which this was the reply of Lord 
Cochrane ; — 

\ Kingly July 18 , 1614 *. 

' Sir,— Amongst occurrences 

</f my life, I can call to>my memory 
no one which has producecAso great a 
degree of exultation in as 


this, ’width, through a channel I so 
highly esteem, has been communicated 
to me, that, after all the machinations 
of corruption (bringing into play her 
choicest agents) have been able to ef- 
fect against me, the citizensiof West- 
minster have, with unanimous voice, 
pronounced me \^orthy o^^ontinuing 
to be one of their n^pimentaiives in 
parliament. Merely to be a member 
of the House of Commons (as now 
made up) is something too meagre to 
be a gratification to me. But when X 
reflect on that love of country, that 
devotion to freedom, that soundness of 
judgment, that unshaken adherence to 
truth and justice, which have invarkt^ 
bly marked the proceedings of the ci- 
tizens of Westminster ; and when I 
further reflect, that it is of Sir Francis 
Burdett whom they have now, for the 
third time, made me the colleague, how 
am 1 to express, on the one hand, my 
gvutitude towards them, and, on the 
oth^'r, tihe contempt which I feel for 
all^the distinctions of birth, and for all 
the wealth and all the decorations 
which ifninisters and kings have it, un- , 
def the present system, lu their power 
to bestow ! — With regard to the case, 
the agitation of \^ich has been the 
cause of this to me most gratifying re- 
am in no apprehension as to the 
i i “ g of the world, and 
especially of the people of England ; 
who, though they may be occasionally 
misled, are never deliberately cruel or 
unjust. Only let it be said of roe— 
The Stock Exchange have accused ;— 
Lord Ellenborough has charged for 
gui*xy ; — the special jury have found 
ihjjt guilt ; — the court have sentenyd 
twhe pillory ; — the House of ^<nn. 
i^ns have expel led ; — and the citij;£tj|^ 
•m Westmj^ffwrl^ Only^^ 

I let this Mh the recora placed against 
my name, and I shall bV proud to 
stand in the calendar of cr^inalssall 
tbe* dSys of my life. In rtbuestiV.j 
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you, sir, to convey these my sentiments 
to my constituents at large, I cannot 
refrain from begging you and the other 
gentlemen of the committee to accept 
of my particular and unfeigrved thanks. 
I am, sirS your most obedient humble 
servant, ^ CvicnitANE. 

To S annuel Broolves, Esq. 

At Candar Mill, near Stonchouse, 
a very wonderful circumstance took 
place on Monday. As a boy, three 
years of age, was playing near the 
mill, he fell into the lead, and was 
carried by the current below the wa- 
ter-wheel, whose circumference moves 
'jdlhin two inches of the rock. It 
happened that one of the paddles was 
broken ; into the interstice, so formed, 
the boy was providentially borne by 
the water, and thence he was carried 
round below the wheel, and thrown 
out upon the shore, apparently life* 
leas ; but he was happily recoverid by 
the exertions of his friends, and4« now, 
with the exception of a slight bruise 
upon his arm, in good health. 

20th.— Louis Buonaparte has pub- 
lished in the Gazette of Arau, a letter 
of the 18th ult. in which he formally re* 
nounces, for himsellJ and his family, all 
right to the property assigned to him 
by the convention of last April at 
Fontainblcaii, as well as an ^estal^g gi- 
ven him in 1810 as an inSemhityAor 


in regimentals, wearing the brilliant 
insignia of the various orders with 
w’htch he has been invested, and of 
course was the great attraction of the 
night. One of the temporary rooms,- 
also, was wholly devoted to the dis- 
play of military trophies, among which 
were t,ht colours of his grace\s regi- 
ment, the standard of England, and 
other military decorations. Nor was 
the navy, the bulwark at)cl ghfry t)f 
Britain, neglected, an opposite roon 
being fitted up with naval trophies 
and appropriate devices. 

Besides the principal branches of 
the royal family, there were present 
the foreign ambassadors, the ministers, 
the great officera of state, a great 
number of foreigners of rank, and a 
numerous assemblage of the nobility 
and persons of distinction. From the 
number of officers who were present, 
many of whom had served in the pe- 
ninsula, the entertainment assumed the 
appearance of a military fete ; and they 
might in all amount to between 1«800 
and 2000. There were 2.500 persons 
invited. 

The weather proving favourable, the 
gardens were brilliantly illuminated, 
and afforded an agreeable promenade. 
About three o’clock in the moi ning a 
slower of rain fell, but it was too 
"‘&’liglit to prevent their being frequent- 
ed. The facade of Carlton-house, 


the crowm of Holland. The former and the court-yard, were also illumi- 
is 200,000 francs a-year (about 80001. nated. The company began to arrive 
sterling) at nine o’clock j but they had not all 

21st. — The Prince Regent gave a arrived till near one. They were re- 
superb fete to Field-marshal the Duke ceiyed^ at the grand Entrance by the 
of Wellington. On this occasionUhe princess equemes ia waiting, who con^ 
temporary erections in the gardeniof ducted them to the suit of temporary 
C^ton-house, which have been Vo rooms in the garden. The first of 
long in preparation, w^ere used for trip ■ these was a tent, decorated with plate- 

the en-\ glass, and white and r-!>8e-colourec( 
tertainaient eat^noited a splel^oiir and ' draperies. Thu:*<ent led to the larg<(r 
magnificen^T which have probilbly ne- ■ new polygoK-room, which measured^ 
ver bcen^mtceeded in this country. 120 feet diameter* Each side of 
Jl’he I^^ukc of Wellington appicaad this spa5ji/u8 room was groined and 
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supported by fasces ornametitcd wiili 
flowers ; from tliese arose an elegant 
umbrella roof^ terminating in a venti- 
lator, deco)*ated with larg^e gilt cords, 
and, painted to imitate white muslin,, 
produced a very light effect, 
^hc walls within the groins were d»- 
" corated with muslin draperies and ci^t 
large Mate* glasses, Tound wliich the 
drafefies were elegantly disposed. In 
the i^tre was a garland of artificial 
ftow^'s in the shape of a temple, cou-- 
^fPected by a very large gilt rope from 
the roof ; this was used as an orchestra 
for two bands. The floor was chalk- 
ed with ^Icgant devices in compart- 
ments for twelve sets of dancers, radia- 
ting from the centre to the pillars at 
the sides. This room was ilhimiikated 
with twelve glass lustres witli patent 
lamps. From the centre of each groin 
was suspended an antique alabaster 
lamp. . 

Immediately opposite to the tent of 
communication with the house, was a ' 
similar tent, in which were tables for 
tea, coffee, ices, and fruits of various 
sorts from the royal gardens. To the 
west of the polygon-room was a spe- 
cious covered promenade, decorated 
with white draperies, and ornamented 
Avith rose-coloured cords. In this 
were four recesses, lined with musliq 
draperies ; at tlie end of this spacious^' 
apartment, a Corinthian temple pre^ 
sented itself, terminating with a large 
mirror, over which was a brilliant star, 
and the letter W. in cut glass. In 
front of the mirror was a bust of 
the Duke of Welliiigton, executed in 
marble, by XumercUL It was placed 
on a verde antique column, and form- 
ed an attractive and appropriate object 
frbm the polygon-room. From each 
siWe of this which terminated 

thl promenade, ext^lHiid a spacious 
8i;^per-room, omamented^with regi- 
mental silk colours belongiW to the 
ordnance. The 


theseHwo*rooma was dosed hhtil sup- 
per wa*'. announced, by folding doors 
concealed by a white drapery. From 
the east of the polygon-room extend- 
ed another#spacioii3 promenade, deco* 
rated with green calico draponcs. In 
tliis apartment wore introdijced alle- 
gorical transparencies, first of 

tliese transparencies r^p^seiitcd the 
* Overthrow of Tyranny by the Allied 
Powers the second, ‘ Assembly of 
the Powers for the General Peace . 
the third, Arrival of the Allied 
Princes in London the fourth, * Ar- 
rival of the Allied Sovereigns in Pa- 
ris;^ the fifth, * Passage of the Allied, 
Sovereigns from France to England ft—-" 
the sixth, ‘ Agriculture in England 
the seventh, ‘ Victory and General 
Peace F the eighth, Commerce of 
England the ninth, * Union of the 
Seine and the Thames with the 
Ocean j’ the tenth, * Military Glory 
the eleventh* ‘ The Arts in Eng- 
Imd F the twelfth, ‘ Emancipation of 
Holland/ 

beyond the apartment which cou- 
,talncd these transparencies was an ar- . 
boor ill different compartments form- 
ed with laurel branches, as emblems of 
victory, and decorafted with rare and 
beatidful plants brought from Rew 
gardens ; in these were tables, with a 
•w’Hrietx of refreshments. To the soutU 
of thearbour was a large temporary 
supper-room for the accommodation 
of SCO persons, which was also fitted 
up with allegorical paintings, and 
flags, as emblematical of our great mi- 
litary hero, and terminated with a 
largcjfsidcboard and mirror, surmount- 
ed 15 /{th the standard of England. Scy 
vei^ tents, fitted up as supper-room^, 
co/municated with this spadous ap^- 
r^ent. All 0^^ 

ijpndered j^uliarly com»\,'^'ber, before 
fie floort being boarded, 
attention paid to their ventilalSjRtial cvi- 

additional Gothic room, ; 
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at tbc end of the conaervatofry, calcu- 
lated to accommodate 100 persons at 
supper, added coribideraldy to the splen^ 
dour of the lower suit of rooms. 

The Queen, and Princesj^cs Augus- 
ta and i^dary, arrived in their chairs 
exactly ten o’clock, attended by a 
party of V!;ie yeomet. of the guard and 
footmen with flambeaua : they entered 
by the garden irom the park. They 
were received at the library by the 
Duke of Kent ; and the Prince Re- 
gent hastened immediately after to at- 
tend his royal guests. 

About half an hour after the arrival 
of the royal party, they entered the 
.* 4 )^lygon-room, the Queen leaning on 
the Prince Regent’s right arm. His 
royal highness was dressed in rogi- 
meiltals, wearing his English, Rus- 
sian, Prussian, and French orders, and 
appeared in excellent health j the royal 
party promenaded round the room, re- 
ceiving the compliments of the nume- 
rous and distinguished assembly. The 
Queen and Prince were followed by 
the Duke of Kent and Princess Au- 
gusta, the Duke of Cambridge and 
Princess Mary, the Princess Sophia 
of Gloucester ; the Duke and Duch- 


22d. — On Sunday night se’nnight, 
about ten o’clock, Mrs Noyce, an aged 
woman, who resides at Fawley, in the 
New forest, Hampshire, was barba- 
rously murdered near her own resir 
dence. Tlie deceased kept a chan4. 
l«^’s shop, was a widow, and had or\ 
8c)^ about twenty years of age, who 
being from home, she left he. house 
to go in pursuit of him ; as 
not return home at a late hour, some 
of her neighbours went out in mie^t 
of her, and at tw^o o’clock in the morn- 
ing she was found apparently lifeless in 
a field adjoining a lane where they knew 
she would pass, wdth her head shock- 
ingly bruised. She remained in this 
stale for several days, and when she 
came to ht'rself, she described the at- 
tack to have been made by a man in 
the lane, who came beliind her and 
gave her some violent blows with a 
stick or bludgeon on the back of her 
head, and afterwards dragged her into 
the field, but she did not see the man, 
and of course could not describe him. 
She has since died of the wounds, and 
the coroner’s jury have brought in a 
verdict of wilful murder agauist her 
own son. On Monday he was con- 


ess of York came afterwards. TJic 
Piince Regent’s band, in their^'ull 
dress, played in the orchestra, ^’nring 
the royal promenade, “ God vSa^'e 
King,” and Tiie J’rincJ' 

March.” When this band left the 
orchestra, a very numerous band for 
country dances took their place, and 
dancing commenced. 

A little before two o’clock, the 
company retired to supper. The ^oyal 
party supped in the two rooms wuich 
aVtc erected to receive the Emp^^ror 
on Russia and King of Prussia, where 

tertaiument >tcommeui,|d. . 
magnificencff" princesses V.thdrevl, 
ver 

jl^he retired nil past six« 


veyed to Winchester gaol, by Vicke- 
ry the Bow-btreCt officer. It appear- 
ed before the jury, that the son court- 
■ 'ed, ajid was about to marry, a young 
woman whom the mother had a great 
objection to, but he persisted. On the 
niglit w’hcn the horrible deed was com- 
mitted, he was proved to have been 
visiting the young woman, and he was 
seen by a servant girl coming out of 
the field where his mother was found 
five minutes after she left her house* 
It is conjectured that the motive for 
the barbarous , act was, that the m^r- 
ihcr liad left all her property to hir 
sou ; but ha^^^ft'eitetied, that if jie 
married tly girl she objected to, s^e 
w'ould alo^r her will and leave it to 


>mejD^jrclsc, 
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i>5th. — C II A RLEs Di nniN, — This 
celebrated tharacLer expired this morn- 
ing> at his house in Camden Town. 
As a song writer, he has never been 
equalled, for the number and merit of 
to compositions. They amount to 
japwards of 1200 ; and it may be tr^y 
aaid, that, though a great propor^n 
of thlpi'^are in praise of love atid festi- 
vitflg/not one passage can be found in 
the yiole number of a loose and licen 
tioin tendency. 

w fS7th. — Cowes, Isle of Wight. — 
A melancholy accident took place yes- 
terday in Hambie river, by the upsetting 
of a punt, in whicli were R. Holmes, 
Esq. member for Newport, and only 
brother of Sir L. W. Holmes, Bart, 
and a young man of this town, named 
Parkniau, w'ho, although they could 
both swim exceedingly well, were un- 
fortunately drowned, by getting en- 
tangled in the weeds. Mr Holmes 
was not more than 24i years of age, 
and such was the respect in which he 
was held, that his death has occasion- 
ed an universal gloom throughout the 
island. 

28th. — At the levee. Dr James Ed- 
ward Smith presented to the Prince 
Regent a set of the Transactions of 
the Linnasan Society ; on which oc- 
ca:>ion his royal iiighuess wUvS pleased 
to colder the honour of knighthood 
on Dr Smith, as founder, and hither- 
to only president, of that learned body, 
of which lus royal highness is patron. 

SOth. — The king of France has per- 
mitted the free exportation from his 
kingdom of gold and silver, coined and 
uncoined ; subject merely to certain 
slight custom-house regulations. The 
preamble to the decree is worthy at- 
’^ention ;— <* We have ascertained,^^ 
tuys his majesty, ** that all the prohi- 
bitions of of gold and 

^Iver are of no avail mweventing it, 
«nd have no other effect wan that of 
fettering commerce, and liiM^ring the 


entrance ^r tran’sit of the said articles ; 
so that such prohibitions, far from in- 
creasing the quantity, of gold and sil- 
ver, tend, on the contrary, to make 
them disappear, and diminish their 
quantity/^ &c. f 




AGRJCULTliRAL REmRT. 

Until the tliird week <^this month, 
the weather has beerr'*’singularly cold 
and ungen ial for the season ; and it is 
only within the last fortnight that we 
have had either refreshing showers, or 
tlic warmth of summer. The extreme 
drought has been favourable to clean- 
ing and pulverizing turnip and summer 
fallows the latter were probably n^^. 
ver in finer tilth in any season. But, 
from the same cause, the hay crop is 
universally light — perhaps not more 
than half an average one ; pastures 
have kept little stock •, and straw, 
there is reason to fear, will not be 
nearly so abundant as it was last year. 

Of Jtbe growing crops, wheat, upon 
rich deep soils, promises to be the 
best I but upon thin clays and burn- 
ing Sands, and generally on all sorts 
of inferior land, it will not be nearly ^ 
an average crop. The appearance of 
barley is not unfavourable. But oats, 
iuklmost every situation, will be defi- 
ciei^both in corn and straw. Beans 


and pease look tolerably well. Every- 
will be later than it was 
last year by ten days or a fortnight. 
Tlie late rains have greatly improved 
t*^ e appearance of all the com crops, 
as well as of potatoes and turnips ; for 
the last of which they have been pecu- 
liarly^ seasonable. Tlie orchards, which 
in April gave the promise of abun- 
dance, have suffered so much by jhe 
s*/bsequent frosts, that in Scoll/nd 
;»f»eir prod^ 

I avera^f^rop. a .‘mber, before 
Conw^fnarkets have jjuilty 

Uittle for these tiiree monthi^JltiS evi- 
rather higher; but the ‘{'and cxc- 
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hand k $o abundant, 'independent of 
continued importation, that nothing 
but a very unfavourable liarvest can 
occasion any material advance. In 
&omc places, about a fourth of last 
crop secus still to be in the stack- 
yard. \ 

All kii\|^3 of liv^-atock are lower 
than they \v«.re last year ; — cattle not 
fit for being scHta brought to the sham- 
bles, about SO per cent. ; the beat hor- 
ses iiO per cent,, and all others almost 
unsaleable. Sheep have not fallen so 
much, as there has been a considerable 
advance upon wool, particularly long 
wool. The grazier has be^p every 
way a loser ; his pastures have never 
lEJf^t their ordinary stock, and what 
art lie has hitherto brought to mar- 
et, scarcely replaced the prime cost. 
The drover has fared no better in the 
southera markets. 

There has been no reduction of 
wages. Women have got somewhat 
more than usual in several hiring mar- 
kets. The present state of things has 
not continued so long as to produce 
any fall in rent ; but a good many 
•farms, taken since last harvest, are 
now thought to be much too high 
rented ; and some agreements, we im 
derstand, have been recently cancelled. 
^Farmer^s Magazine* • ^ 

AUGUST. 

1st. — Grand Juiulee.— It having 
been determined in the councils of the 
Prince Regent that the return of pc^ace 
should be marked by displays of joy 
mci&t striking and appropriate to the 
occ^iiVon, and of which the whole puW 
bg_BartaW.^3,^neral an\ 
tertainment ^afWcideo^ to taKe 
niagmficcn 9 /r-Varks. With r&pect to 
ver celebration, the raiewal j 

af’he jfi naturally that whic^^ ^st\ 


presented itself ; and over the royal 
booth an inscription was placed to this 
effect, viz. “ Peace restored under the 
Regency.’' But, from delay, peace 
W'as now become a circumstance with 
which the public mind was familial^ 
ized ; and it was at length resolved 
asL^ciate with it the ascension of. the ^ 
ho^oC of Brunswick, by scled^l^’g the 
day on wliich that happy event \Jo/)k 
place a hundred years before. J\,mw 
inscription pointed out this intent'Vj»n^ 
and the namcvS of Nelson and Wellnjg- ■' 
ton, in great letters upon the booth, 
further indicated that our naval and 
military glories were to form other ob- 
jects to which the joyful feVlings cf 
the spectators were to be directed. 

The three parks weie adopted for 
the scene of this civic festival, as alone 
affording space for the cxjKinsion of 
the immense multitudes by which the 
British metropolis is- peopted. In that 
of St James’s, the principal attraction 
to curiosity was a Chinese bridge 
thrown over tlie canal, upon the centre 
of which was erected a lofty pagoda, 
while the other parts were decorated 
witli pillars, and boxes for the exhibi- 
tion of fire.works. The Bird-cage 
walk, and part of the Mall, were hung 
with Chinese lanterns. In the Green- 
park, on the edge of the Mall, was 
plhced the royal bootli, of a circular 
lorin, with a gallery attached to it, 
for the ministers of state, foreign mi- 
nisters, and other distinguished per- 
sons. Not far from it, in the- same 
park, was the grand edifice, entitled 
the Temple of Concord. From the 
Queen’s palace a bridge of communi- 
cation to the Green.park was thrown 
over the road of Constitution-hill. In 
Hyde- park the Serpentine River wa^ 
allotted for the spectacle of a iiauma£ 
chia, in which and. FrenejJ 

fleet, represe^.^ed by barges bioughVy 
from Wool/ich, and fitted up to re-\ 
scmblc njiej& of war of the line and fri- 
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gates, were to exhibit the manoeuvres 
and circtftnstances of a naval fight. 
The park itself was covered with a 
multitude of booths, erected by per- 
mission, and fraught with all the va- 
riety of amusement and recreation be- 
^jAonging to a country fair. ^ 

During the whole progress of jpre- 
para|;:.*% and especially as it^ap- 
&hed to completion, the parks 
wer4 the great object of public curio- 
sit^ and became the most crowded 
bmenade of the metropolis. The 
daily papers were likewise filled with 
descriptions and speculations relative 
to the expected jubilee, which even 
was a strtyect of parliamentary discus- 
sion ; and not a little satire both with- 
in and without doors was bestowed 
upon the fluctuations of the plan, and 
particularly upon the mimic nauma- 
chia, which, after the late display of 
real power and grandeur at Ports- 
mouth, was treated as a kind of bur- 
lesque, calculated only for the diver- 
sion of holiday cockneys. At length, 
on July 31 St, the following public no- 
tification was issued by authority - 
** August first is the clay fixed for a 
grand national jubilee, being the cen- 
tenary of the accession of the illustri- 
ous family of Brunswick to the throne 
of this kingdom, and the anniversary 
of the battle of the Nile. Hyde Park, 
in which there will be a grand fair, is 
ontirclyoperi to the people. The Green 
J?ark will also be entirely open to the 
people- The Mall of iSt James’s Park, 
and Constitution-lull, will also be’open 
to the people, to enter by Spring- 
gardens and New-street gates. . The 
lawn in St James’s Park, and the Bird- 
cage Walk, will be devoted to those 
vwlio have purchased tickets.” 

I Then followed a description of the 
ic€ommodar;i»r*pi»<^jlg^ for the pub- 
jfic f an4 never, perhSpiMn the annals | 
this metropolis, had tlm curiosity of " 
hundreds of tbouiands ofl^he public 


• 

becrii more eagerly and anxiously ex- 
cited than by this annunciation. It ia 
certainly true that so immense a num- 
ber of the people at large were never 
brought together, in any previous in- 
stance, by any description o^public re- 
joicings, on any of the gjeat events 
which have so ^ten gildyj the pages 
of British story. The h^ed for morn- 
ing came : the sky was darkened, the 
rain descended in torrents, and the ex- 
pected pleasures of the day were given 
up for the moment as lost. Sunday 
had been fine. The eve of the festal 
day had in a manner commenced the 
entertainment, and thousands prome- 
nading the parks, had almost oujf.- . 
watched the moon. The apprehension 
of disappointment was, however, sud- 
denly relieved ; for between ten and 
eleven the sun re-appeared, beaming 
in all his glory, and shedding his 
brightest refulgence on the scene. 
The inhabitants of the metropolis, and 
the countless numbers who had come 
to it from every quarter, had nothing 
now to interfere with their hopes, or 
to prevent them as soon as they plea- 
sed from throwing tiremselves into th<f 
Tortex of festivity and rejoicing, 

Hyde Park, without tl«? advantages 
0)1 pagoda or fortresa, was not with- 
out^jits share of attraeiion : its extent 
,of View, the openness of the scene, and 
consonant coolness of the air, would of 
themselves have made it a refuge from 
the deep and close sultriness of the 
other parks. But if it had neitlier 
tower nor temple, it had booths and 
shows in profusion, and the wide and 
peopled magnificence of the Serpentine. 

. The naval engagement on the Ser- 
pentine commenced about six by a ohn- 
uonading between the foremost jjves* 
sels, hoitt^ih^Oin^ 

rican, ai^f^'riblc powti^ -'mber, before 
Botlusm U' Olliers of jjuilty 
aniy^ c'**ores were 

wtneas this 1 . and ‘••xc- 

Jij the public *”‘6 
FUDiic eag^rnt' 
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were forced into the water. The 
ricans were of courbe compelled to 
strike their colours. An interval of 
near an hour and a half followed with- 
out further movement. At dark, how- 
ever, the^Entrlish fleet formed, and 
came dowr with a fair wind to attack 
that of the 'Americans lyin^ at anchor. 
A tremendol^ cannonade followed, 
when the American fleet were driven 
onshore, and the English ships were 
towed back to their original moorings. 
About ten o'clock the spectators were 
suddenly surprised by the instantane- 
ous burst on their sight of a ship on 
fire. This was at first beheld fls a ca- 
; but ia a few minutes it was 
universally perceived that she was 
bearing down on the American fleet 
previously driven on shore. The aw- 
ful grandeur, and the still increasing 
splendour of tlie scene, drew forth 
bursts of acclamations from both the 
shores of the Serpentine ; and in a few 
minutes the first ship of the American 
fleet which lay in her line, and with 
which she came in contact, was set on 
fire, and added to the magnificence of 
a scene which, in its real occurrence, 
has been universally allowed to exceed 
all others in terrific pomp, viz. that of 
a ship of war on fire at sea. This 
gate was followed by a second, an^oy 
the two the whole A mcrican fleet were , 


water snakes. These, after flying into 
the air, descend again into the water, 
into which they immerge for a minute 
or two, and then rise at the distance of 
a few feet, and keep thus continually 
bounding in all directions, and after 
rkms immersions, till at last they ex- 
piri^in a loud explosion. With these 
the ^hibition iu Hyde Park tfewfeina- 
tcd.^ 

The Green Park, at an early Kt>ur, 
began to display its attraction, 
sides the balloon, it was here that tiae' 
castle^temple was to be seen ; here the 
royal booth displayed its crimson ta- 
pestry and its illuminated front; and 
here the splendid bridge over Constitu^ 
tion Hill presented the names of the 
chief naval heroes of the war. The 
attractions in this quarter were increa* 
sed by the presence at Buckiiigham- 
house of the princesses and queeu, who 
had invited the Regent, and 250 of the 
nobility and gentry, to dinner, and 
to view tlie different exhibitions. The 
royal family paraded the lawn for a 
short time. The Duke of Cambridge 
and the Princess Sophia of Glouces- 
ter were particularly anxious to see 
and understand the process of filling 
the balloon. It was ready to ascend 
about six o'clock, but its flight was 
delayed a few minutes, that her majes- 
ty and the princesses might witness the 


set on fire and demolished. Soon after 
this the fireworks began ; and plyde 
Park presented a phoenoraenon no 
where else to be seen, namely, the wa- 
ter-rockets. They commence with a 
report which draws the attention of 
the spectators to them ; they are then 
seen whirling about with great rapi- 
dit^ on the surface of the water, imi- 
tathlif the rotatory motion of a inil^ 
J[ n sec here is an 

5.i4uvc;uy, 

ver bcen^^'^^ AiRrilaviu^ '»'cfie rth 


ascent. At twenty minutes past six, 
when the ends wiiicli held live balloon 
were ready to be cut, it was found that 
the fastening vvhicli secures the net- 
work to the valve at the top of the 
balloon had by some means been disen- 
gaged, and was held only by a slight 
twine. Under these circumstances, 
the new aspirant to celestial excursions, 
Mrs Henry Johnston, was informed^ 
that she could not possibly accompany* 
^Ir Sadler on inn 


|ninent dangexno both. The Duke of . 
/ Wellingion,/’who conversed with ^ 
I Johnston, | aviug ascertained the daii- 
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ger, recommended both to decline the 
voyage. * This enterprising young ae- 
ronaut, who is only 17 years of age, 
feeling for the disappointment of the 
public, and for his own honour, was 
determined to go up ; and he ascended 
^about twenty-four minutes past mx. 
When above the London Docksythe 
appeared for a short time near- 
Iftt^^sitionary, and it was not until a 
qu^ticy of ballast was thrown out 
tx|tt a quicker motion could be given 
* X9 it. On passing over Deptford , at a 
considerable height, Mr Sadler went 
through a cloud which left behind it 
on the railing of the car, and on vari- 
ous parts of the balloon, a thick mois- 
ture, which soon became frozen ; and 
Mr Sadler, for a short time, felt the 
cold as intense as in winter. Immedi- 
ately over Woolwich, the string which 
fastened the net, as was apprehended, 
suddenly broke, and the main body of 
the balloon was forced quickly through 
the aperture nearly 18 feet. Mr Sadler, 
to prevent the danger which threatened 
him, caught the pipe at the bottom of 
the balloon, and by hanging on it and 
the valve-line, he prevented the ballast 
from further escaping. The valve, 
which had for some time resisted every 
attempt to open it, in consequence of 
being frozen, at this time gave way, 
and suffered the gas to escape. A 
sudden ^hift of wind, while the balloon 
was apparently falling into the middle 
of the Thames at Sea Reach, carried 
it about 100 yards over the marshes on 
the Essex side, when the aeronaut sei- 
«tod the opportunity of making a gash 
iti the balloon with bis knife, w’hich the 


slight sprain, m about 40 minutes af- 
ter his departure from the Fark. A 
fisherman, of the name of Mansbiidge* 
fearing that the balloon might fall in- 
to the TJiiamcs, followed its course as 
nearly as he could with h'^ boat, to 
afford any assistance in hi8|)ower. Mr 
8., with his balloon, v|Js conveyed 
by him to Gravesend, whence he 
took a post-chaise and four to town* 
and arrived at Buckingham- house at 
half-past three on Tuesday morning. 

Scarcely had the moon risen when 
the bridge and the royal booth were 
illuminated, and the Chinese Unteriia 
here aod there showed their fantastic 
transparencies: they were, howjy^jr^* 
too few in number, and not sufficiently 
lighted, to produce much effect, and 
were only pretty when viewed in detail. 
The illuminations did not pretend to 
any extraordinary magnificence ; they 
merely exhibited, amidst a profuse 
blaze of lamps, the names of all the iU 
lustrious companions of Wellington in 
the peninsular war, and of the princi- 
pal naval heroes, dead and living, who, 
during the last 20 years, have upheld 
and increased the maritime glory of 
their country. At ten o'clock a loud 
and long-continued discharge of artil- 
l^y announced the commencement of 
tile fire-works, which were certainly, 
ii not the most tasteful, yet on the 
grandest and most extensive scale pos- 
sible- From the battlements of the 
castle, at one moment, ascended the 
most brilliant rockets : Presently the 
walls disclosed all the rarest and most 
complicated ornaments of which the 
arc is susceptible. The senses were 


wind considerably widened, and occa- next astonished and enchanted with a 
iioned the escape of the gas in great pacific exhibition of those tremen3ou» 
quantities. Mr Sadler’s descent, on inatrumtnts of destruction mveiltjd by 
this accouifit, was rather more precipi- Colonel 

Itate and viof??!it he could havo of diei^errible powe.r -mber, before 
'wished. He lande(f,\ however, in ed iho display of jrailty 

Mucking Marshes, 16\milcs below^ tb^r eivCeediiig beauty co*|2tiai cvi- 
Gravesend, on the Essexlcoa^st, wiih-j^ l#iplated, divested of its ^and exe- 
out sustaining any other ■^associnuous. Each rockc^ 
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in itself a world of smaller roejeets#: as were pitched in rows along the sides 
soon as it is discharjjed from tlie gun, of the canal ; and at regular intervals 
it buists, and flings aloft in the air in- national flags were hoisted^ A num- 
nuniorable parcels of flame, brilliant as her of Thames watermen had permis- 
the hi ightest stars j the whole atmos- siou to ply on the canal; and many 
pherc vvaiikiliurrunated by a delicate worthy citizens and tbeir families en- 
blue light, which threw an air of en- joy^dan aquatic, diversion for the first 
chantment Vver the trees and lawns, andioerhaps the last time on this regal 
and made cv^i) the motley groups of streafn. Several boat-races toolS?|%ce 
London become 'interesting as aii as* before dusk. Of the boot^xs ereo<3is;4 
sembly in romance. These several for the accommodation of the dlTO-. 
smaller rockets then hurst agaiii, and pauy, many were untenanted ;t^th3^> 
a shower of fiery light descended to however, which were occupied^ badi^a ^ 
the earth, and extended over many pretty good share of business.- The 
yards. Such was one of the beautiful time till dark was chiefly employed by 
fire- works which, during the space of the company in walking backwards 
^wo hours, amused and astonished the and forwards, or getting dinner. The 
people. The public were now bcco* only public amusement consisted in 
ming weary, when the grand metamor- the ascent of the balloon from the 
phosis tot k place of tiie fortress into front of the Queen’s house, which waa 
the Temple of Concord, by the re- preceded by Uie flight of one or two of 
moval of the fortifications, displaying a lesser size. From six to nine, people 
the temple moving upon an axis, orna- beguiled their tedious hours with eaU 
merited with allegorical paintings. ing and drinking, or observing the pro* 

The fire* works and the temple to- gress of tlie illumination of the Chinese 
gether certainly gave a very brilliant bridge, or the somewhat distant noise 
gratification in the Green Park. But of the firing on the Serpentine River. 
St James’s Park was the chief place of About nine the bridge and the pagoda 
attraction for all those who feared to were nearly, though tliejy were not all 
encounter the trouble of mixing in the night completely^ illuthinated accord-, 
crowd, and wlio could aflbrd to pay ing to the design, either throngh jiha 
half-a-gninea in the expectation of per- wind, or sonxe^qther accideiital circiim* 
sonal security and comfort, ^ stance. The lawn was lighted up by 

Notwithstanding the immensecrowds < two rows, pn each side of the canaly 
in the streets, the access to this park of stars and crescents placed alternate* , 
was very easy at several gates. Be- ly. The Mall, Bird-cage See. j 

tween two and three o’clock some thou* were illuminated by circles of lanapa 
sands entered, and their numbers gra* embracing the trunks of most^.pf the , 
dually increased till dusk, when they trees. The Chinese., lanterns by no 
augmented considerably, and the place means answered expectation ; not from , 
had all the appearance of Vauxhail on any inherent fault in themselves, but 
a full night. Besides the Bird-cage from the poverty of! the lights ,B^ced 
walk, the Parade, and the front of within them, which were not 8!u|nc|^nt\ 
Buclfingham- house, outVide of the se- to shew off their whimsical and 
inlt railinfy . devices. About ten the bridge, Wjjth 

tertaiument ^"public' &1io pid Us temples and Wij it^^.tpwer-* 

magnificen^T-y^* Over the canii^was rng supersti iirttir*?, became, ^ object i 
ver bcen^yp'^dge of timber, elegainly Mf singular l;<bauty and magnificence,. , 
^I'he temples and piUatu 'At a ppear ed 4 blazing edifice of gold^p 

* ,3 by a lofty pagoda. Tents'^- part oT it was covered 
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with lamps, the glass reflectors, in pro- 
per places, relieVirtg the dazzling aplen- 
(lour with their silver lustre ; the ca- 
nopies of the temple throwing up their 
bright wheels and stars, the pillars en- 
riched w'ith radiance, every rising tow- 
er of the pagoda pouring forth!?it8 
lieryj showers, and rockets sprir^ing 
fron^'^ its lofty top in majestic flights, 
presuming to outrival the an- 
cief4 inhabitants of the firmament. 

effect of its vivid lights on the 
cairn water -which flowed beneath, the 
verdant foliage (if the surroiidding 
trees, the scattered tents, and the as- 
sembh|pe of spectators on the lawn, 
might without much of hyperbole be 
called magical and enchanting. 

At ten, discharges of artillery hur- 
ried all spectators to the western end 
of the park, as they announced the 
commencement of the- superior fire- 
works in the Green Park. Benches 
innumerable were brought by soldiers 
to enablfe the fair portion of the as- 
semblage to obtain a vie^ of the cas- 
tle, of which after all the upper part 
only could be seen distinctly ; that 
edifice being placed in a low situation, 
instead of heing i^ised on a mound so 
as to render it ccinspicuous. Then the 
grand display of pyrdteChnics took 
place, in numper perhaps never exceed-^ 
ed. Rockets in profusion led the wj^y, 
and Were continued at every interval 
from both parks. Jerbs, maroons, 
Roman-candfea, catherine-wheels, ser- 
pents, s^tars, flowef-pots, and giran- 
doles, succeeded each otbOr, and were 
dischar^d with excdlent skill and ef- 
fect. Th^t soft of fire-work called 
the gh^dole was very frequently dis- 
playedi to different colours, ana was 
decidedly the most beautiful of the 
whole.' 

i We have tiow to'Vdate the melan-* 
oly ' occurrence of the evening, 
^bouf twelve o^clock, and near the 
cxjiiratidu of the fire-work^ 
goda/ which Vi^as covered with hinTplf 


and‘at intervals showed a calm mass of 
uniform light, cshibiied an appearance 
lhat excited rnpeh doubt. Its upper 
towers seemed enveloped in flame, and 
it was so«>n learned that it h^d actuuKy 
caught fire. The flames Spread ra-t 
pidly. Several engines we k' procured 
and played upon it ; continued 

burning till in a short dmc the five up- 
per towers were destroyed, or fell over 
the eastern side of the bridge ; The 
lower ones were in a state little better, 
and some part of the substructure was 
inucfi injured. The fate of the erec- 
tion was much regretted,^ as it was de- 
servcdl)^ a favourite ; and still more 
for the calamity by which it was'at- 
tended. 

A coroner’s inquest was held on the 
bodies of M. Foulkes and J. Taylor, 
who met their death from the unfor-, 
tunate destruction of the pagoda in St 
James’s Park by fire. Foulkes, who/ 
had precipitated himself from the 
building, fractured his skull, aud Tray- 
lor was dreadfully burnt.— Verdict iu 
both cases, /imdental death* The 
jury expressed a hope, that the family* 
of Taylor would be provided for by 
government, which has since been ge- 
nerously done. Foulkes, it appears, 
haa been a wdiolesale hosier ip Wood- 
street, but a bankrupt. He was no 
way employed about the pagoda, but 
it is supposed ran up the building in 
the hope of rendering some asristaucc. 
After the cessation of the fire-wprks 
in Hyde Park, several accidents, oc- 
curred : The limb of a tree broke 
down, by which a young woman who 
was standing under had her thigh bro-r 
kep, and two young men their amis. 
A rocket took off the calf of a ge^ille- 
man’^sleg. 

*the same^state as on the- 
for srJrne days after. In 
t.he^^ booths, shows, 
j^’^ltidg an(l copperplate pre 
amounted to 400 ; Every da 
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to thf ir number and attractions. The 
booth-keepers were thrice ordered 
away on Saturday the Cth ; but thc;^ 
drew up a petition to remain till the 
i L’th. They however tvcciscd an or- 
der to qnV at iiiq;ht, which they set at 
defiance, Sunday tlie fair, with 
I he exceptihn of the ‘shows, was con- 
tinued. On Monday, the order from 
the secretary of st ne was renewed 5 
and on Tuesday the magistrates, with 
the police-oflicers, compelled obedi- 
ence. 

2d. — F all of Kilwinning Stee- 
TLE. — This morning, about half past 
live oVlock, the inhabitants *^of Kil- 
•^inaing were thrown into a dreadful 
slate of alarm by the fall of their huge 
steeple. The atmosphere was com- 
pletely darkened by the dust which 
arose from the rubbish.— In a minute 
or two it cleared, and then it was 
found that the whole of the west, and 
great part of the south side of the 
steeple, had given way, whilst the 
north side presented a most terrific 
appearance. The rents in the wall of 
Jlhe north side continued to increase 
till a quarter before twelve o'clock 
noon, when it also fell with a most 
terrible crash, a very small part of the 
north-east corner still standing at ^ts 
height. Providentially no lives were 
lost. One hou^e was completely dc-* 
stroyed, but the inhabitants were out 
of it. Some of the stones were thrown 


ning. The monks were brought from 
Kelso. In 1560, Alexander Earl of 
Gleticaim, one of the most distinguish- 
ed and active prompters of the ref^orm- 
ation, in consequence of an order from 
the states of Scotland, in a great mea- 
sure demolished this venerable and 
mag^nificent monastery. The qn^y en- 
tire ruins of the abbey, now rcimTiliing, 
are a steeple and gable. These jNsre 
repaired, some years ago, at a Wry 
considerable expence, by the Eai^of 
Eglinton.'' It was from this steeple,^ 
on a pole 120 feet high, that the ar- 
chm. annually shot for the popingoc. 
There is a woman of the .name of 
Johanna Southcote, nearly 70 years of 
age^ of whose impostures, or lunacy, 
our readers may already have heard. 
Some chapel in St George’s Fields 
has acquired considerable popularity 
by the <att<!?ndance of this poor wretch. 
She has lately given out that she is 
pregnant with the true Messiah, and 
expects to lie-in in a few weeks. It 
is a fact that a cot or cradle, formed 
of most expensive and magnificent ma- 
terials, has been bespoke, by a lady of 
fortune, for Mrs Southcote’s accouche* 
mrntt and has been for some days ex- 
hibited at the warehouse of an emi- 
nent cabinct-^maker in Aldersgate- 
sitcet. Hundreds of genteel persons, 
of both sexes, have been to sec this 
cradle 5 in which the followers of Jo- 
hanna believe the true Messiah is to 


to a great distance, and one in parts.* be rocked I 

cular, a very large one, entered a house 3d. - Mr Verity, surgeon of Bridg- 
by the door, and rolled a considerable end, has lately attended a case of Fra* 
way up the passap, without doing gilitas Os},mns the patient was a fe- 
nny other damage than simply grazing male, aged 62, and such was the brit- 
th<; door post, tie stale of bef hones, that she frac- 

Li , Sir John Sinclair’s Statistical tured the thigh bbne, and the bones of 
Aj^unt of Scotland, we read, that the upper arms, in several places, 1/ 
' IB iWUu ning was the short space of six werks, though 
tertaiumcrt year 1140, Hugh •confined to her b^, mS^ely by the oi> 
magmhee^j, a Very opulent anlS^ow- dinary action of the muscles. This 
ve^eei^ n, Lord of CunningWi^e,i disease Was preceded by fillight pains' 
^ e 4 High Const '^ble of in thp ling^ba similar to chronic rheu- 

I was dedicated to St 
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5th. — This morning, between 12 
and otie o'clock, Mifts Mary Anne 
Welchman, a respectable young wo- 
man, who carried on the business of 
a dr^‘ss maker in the first floor of a 
house opposite the watch-house of St 
Ge orge, Hauoyer square, in Moi^nt- 
itrcej:, was barbarously murdere^ in 
the JrVont roonn of the first floor. The 
report of a pistol was heard by the 
Lndlord and other persons in the liousc 
w’jfere she lodged, soon afjter twelve 
oVlock, which greatly alarmed them ; 
immediately after, .they heard the dis- 
charge of another pistol : great alarm 
was alst^created in the neighbourhood ; 
ic was not, however, at first discovered 
that the pistols had been discharged 
in Miss Welchman’s apartments, till 
the smell of gunpowder became ex- 
tremely strong in the house. Several 
persons proceeded to examine the 
house ; they knocked at Miss Welch- 
man’s room door several times, and, 
rcc''iviug no answer, opened the door, 
and beheld Miss Welchman a lifeless 
corpse on the floor. Her head, on ex- 
amination, proved to have been shot 
in tw(> places^ and but little remained 
of it. Two pistols were found on a 
table, which, on examination, proved 
beyond a doubt that they were the 
deadly instruments wliich had dope 
the deed, as they must have been late- 
ly discharged. A man's hat wa^t also 
lotnid in the room, but no person of 
any description could be found on the 
premises who was suspected of being 
rhe perpetrator of the horrid act. The 
hat that was found in the room on ex- 
smniatioi) ltd to the discovery of the 
murder, as it was ascertained to belong 
to a young man of the name of James 
Mitchell ; and his not being found on 
the premises was afterwards account- 
ed for by some persons who were in 
Mount-street at the time, a short dis- 
-laucc from the house in which the de- 
ceased hidged, who heard the report 
of ihc tnsclrj?g<‘ of the pistol?., aifU* 


immediaftely saw a man come out of 
the window of the first floor, and let 
himself dpwn into the street by the 
Assistance of the lamp-iron and the 
door, and then instantly rap off with 
all possible speed down tin* middle of 
the street. It was recoIVcted that 
Mitchell had b^eu adrniti.ed into the 
house between eight and nine o’clock 
on Thursday evening to visit Miss 
Welchman, and it was not known that 
he had gone out of the door. He had 
been in the frequent habit of visiting 
Miss Welchman for some time past, 
and it was generally understood that 
he was T^aying his addresses to her by 
her consent, which circumstance* co- 
ming to the knowledge of the dccea- 
sed^s brother, he had several interviews 
with her upon the subject to endeavour 
to persuade her against countenancing 
the courtship of Mitchell, as being an 
improper connection. At length she 
listened to her brother’s advice, and 
promised to act accordingly; and it is 
supposed, that the deceased and Mit- 
chell had several interviews upon the 
subject, and that he would not submit 
to her refusal of marriage ; that Thurs- 
day was the day fisied upon for the 
question to be finally settled ; that he 
went prepared with two loaded pistols 
to put a period to her cxis>^ence in case 
of refusal. This is the conjecture of 
those who knew the circumstances of 
the parties Mitchell is a geiulemairs 
servant out of place, and has, been so 
for some time. Next morning the re- 
lations of the deceased attended at the 
public-office, Bow street, and gave in- 
formation of the murder, and the full 
description of Mitchell. This mga 
was afterwards apprehended near Sa- 
lisbury, and being brought to ttWn, 
was tried fc. iit Old 

•Bailey sessions in Sepv^mber, biefore 
Mr J»/siice Heath, and llnj^.^ttiUy 
upo' ' the clearest circumstVStiai evi- 
He v/as condemned, ‘and exe- 
cuted. 
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Windsor Cdstkf Aug, S» into the barge, to which she was dri- 
His majesty’s bodily health lias been ven by her own coachman, in one of 
uninterrupted, and his mind uniformly the small pony-carts ; and was con- 
tranquil, through the last month ; hut ducted to the Jason, on board of which 
his majesty’s disorder continues with- she embarked Her royal highness 
out any sVnsible alteration.— •( Signed wore a dark cloth pelisse, with large 
usual. ) , gold clasps, and a cap in the Prussian 

8th At the Cambridge assizes, hu^ar style, of violet and green satin 

William Pollard, a boy only fifteen with a green ffcather. The JasoL and 
years of age, was found guilty of set- the Rosario lay at anchor about three 
ting fire to a house at Sawston, in the miles from shore with their yards 
occupation of John Matthews, his un. manned ; and on her royal highne^’s 
cle. The prisoner, it appeared, con- going on board, the royal standard 
fessed his crime to another boy, and was hoisted. From the barge her 
when e&amined before a magistrate, royal highness repeatedly kissed her 
said that his uncle came to him in the hand to the female spectators, who in 
--iiey where he was working, and made return waved their handkerchiefs. The 
a noise at him for being idle, when it Jason sailed about seven o’clock in the 
came into his head to set the place on evening. Numbers in carriages, on 
lire, which he did by placing a piece horseback, and on foot, came from 
of burning turf close to the thatch* Worthing and the vicinity to see the 
The reason he confessed was, that an- pripcess depart, 
other person was suspected, and ex- 10th.— His Royal Highness the 

amined about it, and he was unwilling Prince Regent held a chapter of the 
that person should be punished. He order of the garter, when his most 
was sentenced to be hanged, but after- Catholic Majesty, Ferdinand VII, 
wards reprieved by the judge. King of Spain, and his Royal High^ 

9th. — Departuke of the Pnm- ness William Frederick, Prince of 
Yess op Wales.— This afternoon, Orangfe and Nassau, Prince Sove- 
about four o’clock, numbers assembled reign of the Netherlands, were elected 
on the Steyne, at Worthing, to wit- knights of the order, 
ness the departure of the Princess of A solemn ceremony took place in a 
Wales in the Jason frigate, which had Roman Catholic chapel at Clonmel, in 
lain off Worthing since Saturday last# Ireland, which, from the interest of the 
The princess came to the Steyne hotel circumstance, was crowded to excess, 
at half past four, where the Honour- It was the acceptance of the white 
able Captain King, of the Jason, not veil, in the Society of the Presentation 
being quite in readiness ta receive her Convent, by a Miss Fanning, of Wa- 
royal highness, she drove to South terford, 17 years of age, with a very 
Lancing, with Lady Charlotte IJnd- respectable fortune* All the gentry 
sey, and a young boy, who is said to of the town and neighbourhood came 
be patronised by her royal highness, to witness the ceremony. 

Captain King appeared shortly after- Edinburoh. — This day the Right 

wajjs on the beach, at Worthing, and Honourable William Dundas, 
^ven'b^L.a boaJUlo bis barge from had vacated his seat on being appoint- 
the Jason, amj^ptaceeded to^Lancing; ed to the office oMCefper of the Sig- 
The feMlowmesiics of the*^^«;nncess net, was unanimously re*elected mem- 
went^HTOard at Worthing. ^ ber of parliament for this city. 

At a little time after six, lltlu — This day his Royal High- 

--iSighness, with her attendants, jhe*Duke de Berri arrived in 
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Londooi in a csuriage and six--— the 
carriage daVk green^ with the royal 
French arms in gold. His carriage 
was followed by another of a simikr 
description; and six horses, with his 
royal highnesses suite. These car* 
riages were followed by two Dartford 
post-chaises, with domestics. Th^ 
were tliree out-riders, with liveries,'^! 
dark green and gold lace. 

The Duke de Berri had an audience 
of t^ Prince Regent in the afternoon, 
aboat five o’clock, at Carlton-house, 
on his arrival in England. 

in consequence of a meeting of the 
members of the order of the Bath, at 
which a Warrant was agreed upon, au- 
thorising Francis Townsend, Esq., 
king at arms of the order, to remove 
the banner of Sir Thomas Cochrane 
from being a member of the order; 
Mr Townsend attended with a war- 
rant, signed by Viscount Sidmouth as 
secretary of state for the home depart- 
ment, a few minutes before eight o’- 
clock, in King Henry VIL’s chapel, 
Westminster-abbey, and proceeded to 
remove the banner of Lord Cochrane 
from its situation. His lordship's arms 
were afterwards unscrewed from his 
stall, and the helmet, crest, mantling, 
and sword, with all his lordship’s in- 
signia of the order, were taken down 
from the top of the stall,-— The most 
degrading part of the ceremony thcti 
took place. His lordship’s banner 
was lucked out of the chapel, and 
down the steps leading to it. Nothing of 
the kind, as to the removal of a knight 
from the order of the Bath, has taken 
place since its establishment in 1725, 

1 'Jth. — M chmaiD . — JrdsheaU Ar- 
gylkfdre^ 14 miles from Fort fViUiam, 
mCuriosity has been greatly excited 
by the alleged appearance of a mermaid 
oit this coast. ' 'The. last time she was 
#een is nearly a fortnight ago ; since 
.that the weather has been very stormy. 
^ it is some time since she was firt^t 
ieen* very early one morning, by a lad 

VOL. VII. PART II. 


lying on the show at ArdAeaL He 
was at a considerable distance, and 
thought it was some person Uding 
himself in the sea-weed, with an inten* 
tion of frigjitenmg him, but on-coming 
nearer he saw, that though the upper 
part was like a human being, the lower 
part was like an immense fish. He 
was so frightened that he ran off; 
and, when he mentioned what he had 
seen, people only laughed at him, and 
thought no more about it. Near a 
month afterwards, some children were 
gathering blae-berries, on the top of a 
rock immediately above the sea, about 
a mile further down than Ardsbeal ; 
they thought they saw a woman 
drowning, and trying to get on the 
rock ; some of them ran home to tell, 
and the rest staid to see what Would 
become of the woman as they thought; 
but, on looking more attentively, they 
discovered that it was not k human be- 
ing ; they gave a very distinct account 
of what they saw. The upper part 
was exactly like a woman ; the skin 
appeared white and a good deal of co- 
lour in the cheeks, and very long dark 
hair ; the arms were well proportion- 
ed above, but tapered very much to- 
wards the hands, which were no larger 
than a child’s of 8 or 10 years old ; 
the tail was like an immense large cud- 
dy fish or scith, in colour and shape. 
By the time the people of the farm 
came, it was about a gun-^shot from 
the shore, sitting quite upright on the 
water. One of the men proposed to 
shoot her % but the rest opposed this, 
so he whistled, on which ehe turned 
round, but did not go away ; she re- 
mained in sight above two hours, at 
times making a hissing noise, like*a 
goose. When she disappeared, she 
laid herself ^'zvy gently down on the 
, water, and swam away, the head only 
appearir;^ above the water, 
seen /little distance from, sh^ twice 
aftf'l* tjita, always early in the morning, 
and when the sea was calm. 

h 
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Of thi» account we ehall only re- 
mark, that it is worthy insertion in 
this place as a proof of the credulity 
of these times, if not as proving the 
remarkable existence which it asserts. 
It appeared in almost all |he periodi- 
cal pub'lications of the day. 

15th.-p-This day, at noon, a fire 
broke out in the wmg of the Duke of 
Atholl’s house, at Blair-Atholl. By 
the great exertions of the collected 
numbers who came forward with their 
assistance, the spreading of the flames 
to the main house was prevented, and 
the loss sustained was confined to the 
wing where the fire had commenced. 
No serious accident happened to any 
of those who exerted themselves in 
extinguishing the fiames. 

. On Tuesday morning, about two 
o’clock, a party of smugglers, from 
Campbeltown, attempted to land a 
cargo of whisky at the Broomielaw, 
Glasgow. On taking hold of a vessel 
to secure a mooring, they discovered 
that the custom-house officers, with 
military, were waiting their ^proach ; 
and they immediately put off the boat 
towards the south side of the river. 
The officers, after repeatedly calling 
out ** Come ashore, in the king's name, 
or we will fire," ordered the soldiers 
to discharge their pieces, when a young 
man, called McLean, wad dangerously 
wounded in the belly. The seizure was 
then effected. There were 15 casks 
containing 1!20 gallons of whisky— 
The wdunded man was afterwards ta- 
ken to the royal infirmary. 

lBth.-*»CoMMERCIAL EMBARRASS- 
jmrnts.— T his day a very numerous 
meetibg of the creditors of the bank- 
ing-house of Ffrench and Co. of Dub- 
lin, was held at their house, on Or- 
mond Quay, in that city, for the pur- 
pose of receiving a statoment of their 
ddsts and property, and adopting such, 
ptsocee^gsas thecircumstanbes should 
requit^ It appeared that the debu due 
by the firm amounted, collectively, to 
S39,616l. 4s« lOd- Their means of 


discharging these debts exceeded the 
amount by more than 13,(XX)1. ; but 
for the more ample satisfaction of the 
creditors, it was proposed to vest 
100,0001. more in the hands of the 
trustees as additional security, and in 
order to accelerate the payment, and 
as a further guarantee, Lord Ffrench, 
viho was present, offered to m^e all 
his lands liable to any possible^ arrear 
or deficiency. The noble lord’s offer 
was much applauded, but his proposi- 
tion was declined, as being unnecessa- 
ry, the securities and funds previcmsly 
exhibited being considered amply suffi- 
cient. It was resolved immediately to 
decline proceeding to a commission of 
bankruptcy, and to appoint trustcfes 
to receive the funds of the firm, and 
to apply them to the discharge of their 
debts. 

Mr Robins, of Beverstone, near Tet- 
bury^ lately lost seven yearling beasts 
out of eighteen, by putting them into 
a piece of pasture ground, in part of 
which the cokhicum autummle (mea- 
dow saffron, or tube root) grew in 
great abundance. On their bodies be- 
ing opened, the food was found clog- 
ged together, in a crude and undigest- 
ed mass, incapable of passing through 
the proper ducts. 

17th.- Splendid provision is making 
for the establishment of a presbyterian 
place of worship in Kingston, Jamaica. 
Before the beginning of February, up- 
wards of 80001. had been subscribed ; 
since that period large additions have 
been made by contributions, and it is 
expecled.that the annual income of the 
minister will not be less than lOOOl. or 
12001. a year. ^ 

About four o’clock in the morning, 
some villains entered the vestry of Pad- 
dington church, and took away two 
large deal chests containing the parish 
records, accounts, ancPplate, &c. As 
soon as the robbery was discovered, 
the parish officers gave information at 
Bow.street, stating that they were 
anxious to recover the papers, which 
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consisted of the parish records for the 
last three* hundred years, and which 
could not be replaced. The magis- 
trate, from the circumstances, suspect- 
ed the thieves were not persons of ex- 
perience in their profession, and dis- 
patched an officer to trace them. On 
oing to the spot, he found that they 
ad entered the vestry room widi a 
skeleton key; he also traced them 
from place to place till he had disco- 
verjrd the lost treasure in an out-house, 
neir the church. The chests* had been 
opened, and the thieves were deceived 
by the glittering appearance of the 
cups a^ plates, which were only pew- 
ter. — Tne records were restored to the 
parish officers. 

18th. As Lieut.-Colonel Lamb 

was on his passage from Southampton 
to the Sussex coast, in his pleasure- 
boat, accompanied only by one man, 
either in shifting the boom^ or by a 
sudden jirk of the sail, he was forced 
overboard unperceived by the boat- 
man, just opposite the hotel at Bog- 
nor, and drowned. 

20th. — A most alarming and de- 
structive fire broke out early this morn- 
ing, in the Ship tavern, Leith, and 
before it could be extinguished the 
tenement was destroyed. One man 
only was hurt. The scene of distress 
was indescribable— -fifteen poor fami- 
lies have lost their whole property. 

Mary Ann Adlam was indicted at 
the late Somerset assizes, for petit 
treason, in the wilful murder of her 
husband, Mr Henry Allen Adlam, at 
Bath, on the 18th ultimo. The pri- 
soner was. a straw-hat maker, resident 
in Bath-street, in that city. It ap- 
eared in evidence, that the deceased 
ad used most abusive and provoking 
language to the prisoner, who in a pas- 
sion stabbed him with a knife. The 
jury, after a few minutes deliberation, 
returned a verdict of Manslaughter^ 
l&nd the prisoner was sentenced to six 
months imprisonment. On ''the ver« 


diet, being given, Mrs A. fell into 
strong convulsions. On her recover- 
ing, the judge told her, that seeing 
the state of her feelings, he should not 
enlarge on her offence. 

22d.— ^h6 following extract of a 
letter relative to Joanna Southcote, 
said to be from* a clergyman of the 
established church, is taken from a 
Birmingham newspaper 
“ If, sir, you have seen the letter, 
and do not mean to insert it, this part 
of the business I must leave for you 
and your conscience to reconcile. In 
addition to the cradle, 1 can inform 
you, thai such is the strength of faith 
of the supposed fanatics and deluded 
people, that the society in Birming- 
ham have sent up to London many 
presents for the reception of the 
Prince of Peace ; and, in addition to 
those already sent, we are now going 
to send up a silver cup and salver, 
with a lid, on which is place da ball 
representing the globe, on which is 
perched a dove, with an olive branch ; 
perhaps, at some future time, I may 
inform you of the inscriptions thereon. 
The mission of this woman was to fall 
in Birmingham in less than six months, 
and not a vestige he left behind : this 
was the cry of the ministers of the 
gospel ; but you see, sir, it has not 
fallen yet. Our motto from the be- 
ginning was, Truth is strong, and 
will prevail and we see the effects 
of this have been realised. Our so- 
ciety now consists of 500 people : 
many are flocking to our standard, 
for when the truth is told them, they 
find what they heard is only mockery 
and lies. 

** Truth shall win its widening wa/, 
Ever mighty to persuade.'’ , » 
Your’s respectfully, 

, S. BltADI^EY.’’ 

This mbrning, at a quarter^^er 8, 
John Ashton, with five others, were 
executed before the debtors’ door 
Newgate. This unfortunate man had 
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been in a state of imanity since the 
receipt of the awful warraht fbr his 
execution. In the press-yard, he dis- 
torted his countenance horribly. He 
was the fifth who mounted the scaf- 
fold, ai\d ran up the step8#with great 
rapidity ; and having gained the sum- 
mit of she platform, began to kick 
and dance, and oftA exclaimed, “ Tm 
Lord Wellington.’* The Rev. Mr Cot- 
ton, who officiated for the first time as 
ordinary, enjoined him to prayer, to 
which he paid little attention, and con- 
tinued to clap his hands as far as he 
was permitted by the extent of the 
cord. All that could be done was in- 
effectual, and it was neccssat^ to have 
t>yo men to hold him during the awful 
ceremony. When they released him 
for the purpose of the Lord’s prayer 
being said, he turned round, and be- 
gan to dance, and vociferated, “ Look 
at me, I am Lord Wellington.” At 
20 minutes past eight o’clock, the sig- 
nal was given, and the platform fell. 
Scarcely, however, had the sufferers 
dropped, before, to the awe and as- 
tonishment of every beholder, Ashton 
rebounded from the rope, and was in- 
stantaneously seen dancing near the 
ordinary, and crying out very loudly 
and apparently unhurt, “ What do ye 
think of me, am I not Lord Welling- 
ton now He then danced, clapt his 
hands, and huzzaed. At length the 
executioner was compelled to get up- 
on the scaffold, and to push him forci- 
bly from the place on which he stood. 

24th.^PAius.-The Duke of Wel- 
lington had his first public audience of 
the French king, as ambassador extra- 
ordinary from this country. His Grace 
was received with great state and cere- 
mony on the occasion : he afterwards 
paid a visit to Monsieur, who address- 
ed the duke as folio wa : — The king 
and all the royal family sedl^ with the* 
great^ pleasure, the choice which tlic 
Prince Regent has made of a hero so 
worthy to represent him. Our desire 


and our hope is to see a durable peace 
established between two nations more 
formed to esteem than to combat each 
other.” 

Mr Sadler, junior, ascended with hi* 
balloon from a field called Kettlewell 
Orchard, adjoining the cathedral, at 
York. The ascension was a remark- 
ably fine one : the weather, whiah had 
been very stormy during the whole of 
the forenoon, cleared up, and was as 
calm and favourable as could be wish- 
ed. The*balloon ascended at twe\ty- 
one minutes after one, and was seen 
with the naked eye from the place of 
ascension for forty-five minutes. From 
the ascent to the descent wis sixty- 
three miles. His descent was near 
Craike and Easingwold, where he was 
received by the Rev. Dr Guise. He 
was fortunate in alighting near a popu- 
lous and hospitable neighbourhood : 
had he passed the black and desolate 
hills which were before him, he might 
have spent the night unassisted and in 
distress. 

It appears from returns drawn up 
from the records of the court of Ad- 
miralty, and delivered into the House 
of Commons, that 124 vessels laden 
with slaves, have been captured at va- 
rious times, and on different stations, 
under the acts for the abolition of the 
slave trade. Almost all of them were 
condemned. The maintenance of cap- 
tured negroes in the colony of Sierra 
Leone, for the year 1813, cost this 
country 40391. Of these negroes, 423 
had been enlisted in the Royal African 
corps. 

27th. — A letter received from Cap- 
tain Williamson, of the brig I^ars, 
communicates the following intelli- 
gence : — 

“ Cove of CorL— This day at two 
p. m. I arrived here ip the Orbit, of 
Liverpool, Captain Peers, he having 
picked me and my ship’s company up 
at sea. It is with heartfelt gtief H 
announce the loss of the Mars (by 
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fire) on Thursday night the 25th in- 
stant, Waferford bearing N. N. E. 
about six leagues distance. While sit- 
ting in the cabin with Mr Kelsey 
(passenger) the mate came down at 
nine o’cIock, and said there was a 
strong smell of fire ; I instantly went 
on deck, and found the watch that was 
in the forecastle had come upon deck 
almost suffocated, and at that time 
there was no smoke from any other 
parti?of the vessel. We immediately 
began throwing water down the fore- 
castle, and cutting a hole in the deck, 
to try if we could find where the fire 
was, wh|^ the smoke issued from the 
steerage in such volumes that we were 
all likely to be suffocated, and could 
scarcely see one another on deck. I 
concluded the fire must be in the main 
hold, and immediately ordered the 
boats to be got out, and to break the 
main hatches open, to see if we could 
find the fire there, as it was impossible 
for any person to go below in the 
steerage or forecastle ; and such was 
the rapidity of the flames, that before 
ive could get the long-boat out, they 
were issuing six feet high through the 
main hatchway ; and it was with the 
greatest difficulty we succeeded in 
getting the boat out over the side, as 
the vessel was in a few minutes after 
in flames from the fore hatchway to 
the cabin doors. It is impossible for 
me to describe the horrors of the sight 
of the vessel, and the frantic state of 
the female passengers. There was no 
time to get water, provisions, or any 
thing in the boat ; and had not Pro- 
vidence thrown a vessel in our way, 
we must have been turned on the sea 
without any sustenance, some without 
covering, in an open boat. The Orbit, 
Captain Peers, of Liverpool, hove in 
sight, and seeing our distressed situa- 
tion, immediately hove to, and took 
us on bo^rd, it then being about ten 
/)’clock. The attention of Captain 
Tcers and passengers to every indivi- 


dual merits my most sincere thanks. 
In calling the people by their names 
before quitting the vessel, I found 
there was one missing, and judged he 
might be in the forecastle, tr]jmg to 
get some of his clothes, and not able 
to get up again on account of the 
smoke. One of the men, at the risk 
of his life, went down and found him, 
made a rope fast round him, and he 
was hauled up. We succeeded in 
bringing him to life on board the Or- 
bit. By what means the vessel took 
fire, God only knows, as there had 
been no light either in the forecastle 
or steerage, and no fire in either of 
those places until after it broke through 
the main hatchway ; and for any per- 
son to have communication with the 
hold was impossible, without being 
known, as the vessel was bulk-headed 
up fore and aft.’^ 

This evening, shortly after seven 
o’clock, a fire broke forth in the mus. 
tard mills of Messrs Lingard and Jones 
in Southwark, near the bank of the 
Thames, and a little to the south-west 
of St Saviour’s, or St Mary Overy’s 
Church, and within a few buildings to 
the west of St Mary Overy’s Dock, 
which created for same houis a dread- 
ful alarm throughout the neighbour- 
hood. As the dusk of the evening 
increased, the sky became more and 
more reddened by the blaze, which 
was apparent for miles round. It be- 
ing Sunday, when almost every body 
was disengaged, the crowds that flock- 
ed to all places whence any view of 
it could be obtained were immense. 
As the fire raged with great fury, its 
brightness produced the most striking- 
ly picturesque and magnificent effect. 
Bankside, Thames street, the Quays, 
and more particularly London and 
piackfriar»bridges, were thronged with 
spectators. The latter were r|:ndered 
scarcely passable. Besides the Impe- 
diment! which the multitudes present- 
ed, numbers of carriages were station- 
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cd upofi them, filled and covered with 
peo}de, eager to witness this^tinfdrtu- 
nate but superb spectacle. The mass 
of warehouses and other commercial 
buildings involved in flames, lighted 
up, in th<e darkness of the night, the 
monument, the dome of St PauPs, the 
spires and* towers of the churches of 
the metropolis, and ^he bridges, with 
an effect before which our most bril- 
liant illuminations, or the most splen- 
did scenes of the theatre, are as no- 
thing. On the bank opposite to the 
burning buildings, the effects of the 
intense heat were sensibly felt. The 
appearance of London bridge was ex- 
tremely peculiar. While lAindreds 
werf looking through the balustrades, 
numbers also seated themselves on the 
top of them, or on the entablature be- 
neath them, and all seemed to preserve 
a sort of silent attention to the awful 
progress of the devouring flames. 
The extensive premises of Messrs Lin- 
gatd and Jones were the first which 
were demolished. The fire, in a few 
minutes after it got to a considerable 
head on these warehouses, was seen to 
extend its horrific approach both ways, 
and continued to spread each way with 
equal fury till it reached the flour 
warehouses of Messrs Thell and Steele, 
which, fortunately, being a new and 
very substantial erection, with a very 
thick party-wall, prevented the flames 
from extending themselves further east- 
ward, and saved not only those ware- 
houses, which were full of flour, be- 
longing to the company, but a great 
many others between them and Lon- 
don-Bridge, which, had they caught 
fire, must have inevitably shared the 
same fate. Mr Hammock’s corn ware- 
houses, in which were immense quan- 
tities of various kinds of grain, and a 
large portion of fine old beans, and 
those of Mr Resden, which kdjoined 
them, all burnt to the ground. 
Messrs Clark and Myers’s hop ware- 
houseS} and those of Mr Evans (ki the 


same line), followed next. Messrs 
Ball and Jones’s iron-foundry, Mr 
Ayres’s corn warehouses, part of the 
premises belonging to an eminent dyer, 
and a great deal of stabling belonging 
to Thtdl and Steele, were totally con- 
sumed. 

On viewing the extensive scene of 
devastation which this frightful chasm 
presents, it is a source of consolation 
to learn, that after the most minute 
enquiries, it could not be found that a* 
single life had been lost, or even tnat 
any material accident had occurred to 
any one who endeavoured to assist the 
sufferers. 

28 th. — About eight o’clock^in the 
evening, a horrid assassination was per- 
petrated near Springfield, Ireland. As 
Bryan O’Reilly, Esq., of Ryefield, 
county of Cavan, was riding into town^ 
for the purpose of receiving rents, as 
agent to Mrs Talbot, on the follow- 
ing day at the fair, he was murdered 
by a discharge from a pistol, the ball 
from which went completely through 
his body. It appeared on the inquest,, 
which was immediately held on the 
body, that the assassin was observed, 
a short time previous to the perpetra^ 
tion of the deed, leading a horse im- 
mediately after the deceased, which he 
mounted on committing the act, and 
galloped in towards town, announcing 
to several people whom he met on the 
way, that there was a man murdered 
on the road !” On reaching the canal 
bridge, he pursued his retreat along 
the bank of the canal, and thereby ef- 
fected his escape. The fatal instru- 
ment (a dragoon pistol) was found a 
few yards from the body. 

Paris.— The Chevalier Dubos, sub- 
prefect of St Denis, had the honour 
to present to the king a tablette, upon 
which were fixed two teeth of Henry IV. 
•the whole of his mustachio, and some 
of the linen which had been wrapped 
round his body. These precious re- 
lics were cpllected at the period of the 
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profanation of the tombs, by the late 
Sieur Desigiiy, then messenger of the 
abbey, who preserved them at the pe- 
ril of his life. They remained until 
now in the hands of his widow, who 
had long hoped for the happiness of 
restoring them to the family of our 
sovereigns. Upon the same tablette 
were 6xed three teeth of the Marshal 
de Turenne. 

29th. — A magnificent fete was gi- 
ven to the king by the city of Paris, 
at the Hotel de Ville, which was con- 
tinued with unexampled profusion and 
admirable order till the next morning. 

30thfr.r;|^rhe Board of Trinity C(3. 
lege, Dublin, have received from par- 
liament a loan of 20,0001. for the pur- 
pose of completing the north square, 
commonly called Botany Bay. This 
sum is to be repaid by instalments of 
12001. per annum. One double and 
single building are now roofing in, 
which will complete the east side ; the 
northern side is to consist of four 
double and two single buildings, with 
a grand front of cut stone, nearly cor- 
responding in style of architecture 
with the superb front in College-green, 
and with a similar railing This side 
will form a beautiful termination to 
D’Olier- street. They are already lay- 
ing the foundation, and expect in two 
years to have it ready for the recep- 
tion of students. This highly neces- 
sary addition will accommodate 120 
students and two fellows. The entire 
college will then contain but 320 stu- 
dents. The present buildings can ac- 
commodate not more than 200 ; which 
is far short of one-third of the entire 
number on the books. 

$l8t,— The following paper has 
been published at Rome, under the 
authority of the Papal government : 

Rome^ Jug. 15, .814?. 

The Holy Father, wishing to re- 
ward the conduct of Lucien Buona- 
parte, and desirous of giving him a 
itw proof of his good will, has raised 


him to, thg rank* of a Roman prince. 
His holiness has issued an order to that 
effect, highly honourable, by which 
the possession of the Canino, situated 
upon the frontiers of Etruria, is con- 
firmed and ^ratified, and the right of 
ossession made hereditary in his male 
eirs. Lucien Biv)naparte tiad pur- 
chased this valuable property «ght 
years ago of the Apostolic Chamber, 
when he was exiled from France, and 
sought a refuge in Rome. Every one 
here has seen this illustrious personage 
receive this reward of his virtue at the 
hands of the head of the church, with 
the livelie,st satisfaction. He is fre- 
quently admitted at private audiences 
with the Holy Father, and is occupied 
with preparing for the press his grand 
poem of Charlemagne, which will ap- 
pear in January, 1815. It is dedicated 
to the Holy Father/’ 

The number of French prisoners 
who have been sent to France since, 
the conclusion of the peace, already 
exceeds 67,000 men. 

SALE OF I HE LATE LORD MONT- 
GOMERIE’S STUD, 

At BogsidCy during Irvine Raceu 
STALLIONS. 

Stamford to Lord Queensberiy for £210 
Caleb Qciote’era to George Dawson . 99 
HORSES IN TRAINING. 

Bay Horse, 5 years old, by John Bull, 
out of Miss Whip, to Sir William 

Maxwell 259 

Bay Colt, 8 years old, by Caleb Quote- 
^em, out of Fair Forester, to Mr 

Baillie H5 

Bay Filly, 3 years old, by Caleb Quote- 
’em, out of Daffodil, to George 

Dawson 47 

BROOD MARES. 

Diana and Colt Foal, by Stamford, to 
Lord Eglinton . . . .Ill 

Grey Mare, by Beningbrouah, and * , 
Filly Foal, by General Graiiam, to 
* Mr Hutcninson . . • .38 

Fair Forester and Filly Foal, by Coleb 
Quote’eni, to George Dawson . 176 
Ayrshire Lais, by John Bull, to Mr 
r Hamilton 71 
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Chesnut Mare, by Nobleman, out of 
Bufeerfly, to Mr Carapbell . .£34 

Brown Mf're (dam of Fair Forested) 
by Sir Peter, out of Maid of Ely, 
to George Dawson . . .27 

Trifle, by King Fergus, to George 
Dawson . . • , • .32 

TWO YEAR OLDS. 

Bay Golt, by Caleb Quote’ em, out of 
Jane Shore, to Mr«Bailiie . .137 

Bay 06lt. by Caleb Qiiote’em, out of 
Trifle, to Lord Qtieensberry . 53 
YE\RL1NGS. 

Bay Colt, by Caleb Quote’em, out of 
Bit of Tartan’s dam, by Pipator, to 

Mr Baillic 115 

Chesnut Colt, by John Bull (or Caleb 
Quote’em,) out of Diana, to Mr 
Hamilton . . . . 24 

Chesnut Colt, by Caleb Quote’em, 
out of the Nobleman mare, to Mr 
H. Forshaw . . • .12 

Brown Filly, by Caleb Quote’em, out 
of Trifle, to George Dawson . S3 
HUNTERS. 

Brother to Kilruddery, 4 years old, by 
John Bull, to Mr Cunningham . 69 
Bay Gelding, 6 years old, by Sir 
Charles, out of a hackney mare . 42 

♦♦ ♦ The three years old Caleb colt> 
purchased by Mr Baillie, is 16 hands high ; 
the two years old Caleb colt, is 1 5 hands 
three inches ; and the yearling Caleb colt, 
out of Bit of Tartan’s dam, is 1 5 hands 
and half an inch, all with immense power, 
and probably the finest in their respective 
years. 

Winchester Assizes. — W. H. 
Souper was charged with the wilful 
murder of Adjutant Duterich, in a 
duel which was fought near Lyming- 
ton on the 13th of April. The evi- 
dence was gone through, from which 
it appeared, that after the adjutant 
had nred, the prisoner also fired^ and 
his shot took effect, passing through 
the hip into the spine of the back, of 
which wound he died. Several gentle- 
men of respectability gave the prisoner 
an excellent character for mijdness of 
temper and peaceable disposition. The 
learned ^utige, Sir Ji. Dampier, in ad- 
dressing the juiy, lamented in strong 


terms, that the recent cases of a simi- 
lar kind had not deterred gentlemen 
of the army from the odidus practice 
of duelling; and explained, that all 
persons concerned in a duel, either as 
principals or seconds, must, in case of 
the death of either of the parties, be 
guilty of wilful murder, both by the 
laws of God and man, inasmuc^ as it 
was not the rash act of a passionate 
moment, but generally done delibe- 
rately in cold blood. The jury found 
the prisoner guilty, and his lordship 
proceeded to pass on him the awful 
sentence of death, when the prisoner 
fell backwards in a fit, overpowered by 
his feelings, and some little elap- 
sed before he could be recovered ; m- 
ter which he addressed the judge in a 
very pathetic manner, stating, that it 
was not from the fear of death that he 
was 80 overpowered, but at the reflec- 
tion of being stigmatized as a felon 
and murderer ; and that his family of 
six children could now only behold him 
with abhorrence ; that he had spent a 
long time in the service of his coun- 
try with honour and credit ; that he 
had intended his sons for the same pro* 
fession ; but now his hopes were blast- 
ed, his life insupportable, and his fu- 
ture destiny become altogether a mat- 
ter of indifference to him. The awful 
sentence of death was then passed upon 
him, and he was taken from the bar» 
He was afterwards pardoned. 

The trial which excited most into* 
rest was that of William Bradley, a 
rear-admiral on the retired list, for for- 
gery. There were five counts against 
him for forgery, and one for a fraud* 
The count upon which he was tried 
stated, that by the forgery of the in- 
strument laid ip the indictment, he had 
defrauded his majesty^ postmaster at 
Gosport of the sum of 3h Ss. 6d. Ja- 
^cob Legge, postmaster of Go8port> 
’deposed, that on the 10th of May kst 
the prisoner produced at his house a 
paper pi reel, saying it contained 
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« ship -letters, which he brought from 
the ship Mary and Jane, lying at 
Cowes, But he did not belong to the 
ship.” The parcel contained about 
111 letters, for which witness paid him 
31 . Ss. 6 d. being twopence for each 
letter, and took his receipt, prisoner 
signing Wm. Johnstone. Witness had 
8 eer\ the prisoner at his office several 
times before ; he brought ship-Ietti?rs 
to be forwarded to London by post. 
William Barber deposed, that he went 
to Southwick and enquire^of the pri- 
soner if he was Admiral Bradley ? He 
said. Yes. Witness enquired if he had 
taken letters to the Gossport post- 
^nd signed a receipt in the name 
t)f Johnstone? He said, No; but he 
had a friend at Lisbon of that name. 
Witness then took him into custody. 
On the 15 th of May, witness went to 
Cowes to enquire if the ship Mary and 
Jane was there, and found that she 
was not, nor had been. Prisoner had 
been in his custody since the 16 th of 
May, and from his general demeanour 
he thought his conduct rather strange, 
and at all times he appeared heavy and 
dull. Lieut. Pritchard deposed, that 
in 1809 he sailed with him in the 
Plantagenet, and that the command of 
the ship was obliged to be given up to 
the first lieutenant, in consequence of 
the unsettled state of Mr Bradley's 
mind j and that soon after he was su- 
perseded. He received an excellent 
character from several officers of the 
navy, and also from other persons con- 
nected with the navy. The jury re- 
turned a verdict of guilty. — Death,— 
Pardoned. 

AGnJClJLTURAL REPORT. 

Until the third week of July, the 
weather, since the date of our last 
number, was singularly cold and unge- 
nial for the season ; and it is only 
within the last fortnight that we have 
had either refreshing showers, or the 
warmth of summer. The extreme 


drought has been exceedingl/ favour^ 
able to cleaning and pulverizing turnip 
and summer fallows ; — the latter were 
probably never in finer tilth in diif 
season. But from the same cause, this 
bay crop^is universally light»-perhapf 
not more than half an average one; 
pastures have kept little stock; and 
straw, there is reason to fear, will not 
be nearly so abundant as it was last 
year. 

Of the growing crops, wheat, upon 
rich deep soils, promises to be the 
best ; but upon thin clays and burning 
sands, and generally on all sorts of in- 
ferior land, it will not be nearly an 
average* crop. The appearance of bar- 
ley is not unfavourable. But 04U, in 
almost every situation, will be deficient 
both in corn and straw. Beans and 
pease look tolerably well. Every- 
where, harvest will be later than it 
was last year by ten days or a fort- 
night. The late rains have greatly 
improved the appearance of all the 
corn crops, as well as of potatoes and 
turnips; for the last of which they 
have been peculiarly seasonable. The 
orchards, which in April gave the pro- 
mise of abundance, have suffered so 
much by the subsequent frosts, that 
in Scotland, theirproduce will not be 
equal to half an average crop. 

Corn markets have fluctuated but 
little for these three months. Prices 
are rather higher ; but the stock on 
hand is so abundant, independent of 
continued importation, that nothing 
but a very unfavourable harvest can 
occasion any material advance. In 
some places, about a fourth of last 
crop seems still to be in the stack- - 
yard. 

All kinds of live-stock are lower 
than they were last year ; — Cattle^ot 
fit for being soon brought to the 
shambles* about 30 per cent. ; the best 
horses 20 per cent , ‘and all others aU 
most unsaleable. Sheep have not fal- 
len 60»much, as there has been a cont 
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siderable advance upon wool, pirticu- 
larly long wool. The grazier has 
been every way a loser ; his pastures 
have never kept their ordinary stock, 
and what part he has hitherto {wrought 
to market, scarcely replaced the prime 
cost. The , drover has fared no better 
in the southern marketo. 

-.There has been no reduction of 
wages. Women have got somewhat 
more than usual in several hiring mar- 
kets. The present state of things has 
not continued so long as to produce 
any fall in rent ; but a good many 
farms, taken since last harvest, are 
now thought to be much too high 
rented ; and some agreements, we un- 
derstand, have been recently cancelled. 

A bill has passed this session of 
parliament, permitting the exportation 
of corn, but the bill for regulating its 
importation was lost ; and indeed, if 
it had passed also, frittered down as it 
was, it would have been of little more 
practical utility than the former.— 
Farmers Magazine. 


SEPTEMBER. 

let,— C hester. — The criminal bu- 
siness at the assizes concluded this day. 
Sir W Garrow, in passing the awful 
sentence of the law on Sarah Rock- 
ley, Phoebe Price, J. Pollitt, J. Smith, 
G. Gerrard, J. Lowe, P. Frank, and 
G. Post, gave hopes of royal clemency 
to all except G. Post, whom he im- 
pressively addressed to the following 
effect ; — 

To you, George Post, I feel it 
indispensably necessary, in passing up- 
on you the judgment of the law, to 
caution, you against cherishing the 
slightest hope that your sentence will 
be remitted. Your guilt is of X' mag- 
nitude next to murder, precluding even 
the shadow of mercy ; and the evi- 
dence on which you were convic/ed 
such as to leave not a shadow of doubt 


of the fact. Waylaying an innocent, 
artless, unsuspecting young fdmale re- 
turning to her employment after a sab- 
bath day’s visit to her aged grandmo- 
ther ; robbing her of her bundle, which 
contained the little property which she 
had acquired ; brutally assaulting her 
person, and indecently exposing t^Iiat 
person for a considerable time ; you 
wind up the horrible catalogue of your 
turpitude, by throwing your innocent 
victim into the canal ; and when with 
tears and cries she prays you to rescue 
her from the impending danger, with 
brutal ferocity you exclaimed, ‘ Drown 
then and be d — d.’ This case, wjt.Vail 
its shocking circumstances, was proved 
against you by evidence which admit- 
ted not of a doubt. Employ, I con- 
jure you, the residue of your time se- 
riously and piously. Attend to the 
religious directions of those who will 
visit you in your confinement, and 
soothe you with holy consolation. In- 
voke, with sincerity, the assistance of 
that God, who, while he is alh power- 
ful, is all-merciful ; and prepare to pre- 
sent yourself before that heavenly tri- 
bunal, at which in a short time you 
will have to appear.” 

2d. — The quantity of fish caught 
on the coasts, and in the rivers of 
Northumberland, last week, has ex- 
ceeded all precedent in the memory of 
man. On the morning of the 25th 
ultimo, there were above 10,0(X) sal- 
mon in Berwick market, which had 
been caught in the Tweed, some of 
which brought 2s. each. At the same 
time the finest herrings were sold for 
2s. the hundred, of six score. On the 
same day, the best salmon was sold in 
Newcastle market at 6d. per lb. and 
some of the inferior kinds as low as ^d. 

Inverness. — The herring fishing 
op the coast of Caithness commenced 
this season on the north side of the 
country, and considerable quantities 
were qpred at Thurso, whilst there 
was but litde prospect of fishing on 
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Wick coast $ but^ latterly^} the shoals 
of herringSf all along the south shores, 
have been immense, and the hshing has 
been abundant, so much so; that, in 
the course of last week, nearly all the 
Btock of salt and casks on hand has 
been expended ; but we regret to say, 
that, in consequence of the sudden va- 
riatiods from moderate to stormy wea- 
ther, several lives have been lost. 
Early in the season, a boat belonging 
to Wick, with four men, was driven 
off the coast, to the Moray side, where, 
within a few yards of the shore, the 
boat upset, and the crew perished. 

would have shared the 
same fate, but for the humane exer- 
tions of Captain Oliver, of the Prince 
of Wales excise cutter, by whom they 
were picked up at sea. On the morn- 
ing of Tuesday the 23d ultimo, some 
hundreds of the boats, which went out 
to the fishing from Wick bay the 
evening before, appeared in the bay, 
but the wind being easterly, and the 
sea running high, they found it unsafe 
to approach the shore. Two of them, 
however, made the attempt ; one with 
six men, and the other with five, but, 
when coming over the bar, close to the 
entry of Pulteney harbour, they were 
upset by the surf, and, melancholy to 
relate, nine men were drowned. One 
of these boats was from Holy Island, 
and the other from Berwick. 

“ Windsor Cast le^ Sept, 3. 

His majesty remains tranquil and in 
good health. 

** H. Halford. 

“ M, Baillie. 

“ J. Willis. 

“ R. Willis.^' 

4th. — As Dr Saunders, of Blun- 
deston, Suffolk, was shooting on the 
premises’ of Thomas Fowler, Esq. a 
dog which he was caressing for bring- 
ing him a bird, touched his gun, which 
was on the full cock, and shot him 
under the arm : He was carried home, 
/and amputation was the consequence, 


but wjthout godd effect, for he died 
immediately. 

6th.— Edinburgh.— Soon after the 
restoration of the House of Bourbon 
to the throne of France, tl\e Lord 
Provost, iJiagistrates, and Council of 
this city, sent a congratulator,y address 
to the Count d^Artois, brother of the , 
king, who was so long a resident in 
HoTyroodhouse, and who, by the sua- 
vity of his manners, and the propriety 
of his conduct, in the very depressing 
circumstances of his situation, gained 
the esteem of all ranks. The follow- 
ing answer, transmitted by the Duke 
of Wellington, has just been received : 

REPONSE DE MONSIEUR COMTE D*AR- 
TOLS, FRERE DU ROI DE FRANCE. 
d Monsieur Ic Lord Prev&t et d Me^ 
sicurs les Magistrals el Membres du 
Couseil de In ville d^Edimbourp, 
Messieurs — Tai re^u, avec la plus 
vivc sensibilite, [^expression, si flatteuse et 
si agreable pour moi, des sentimens que 
les Magistrats de la capitale de I’Ecosse 
vculent bien me temoigner, dans leur 
adresse du 2nde Mai, qui vient de m’fitre 
remise par Ic Ministre de sa Majest<; Bri- 
tannique. 

Le retablissement du Roi mon frere, sur 
le Trone de ses Anc^tres, est tres sure- 
ment le plus grand blenfait que la Divine 
Providence put accorder ^ notre famille, 
puisqu’il nous donne le droit et les moyens 
dc consacrer notre existence a rendre le 
bonheur k nos concitoyens, et de contri- 
buer en m^me terns a fairc jouir tous lea 
etats de ITiirope, et particulierement la 
Grande Bretagne, dc tous les avantagea 
d’nne paix solide et durable. 

Soycz certains, Messieurs, que les an- 
noys que j'ai pass^ies i\ Edimbourg ne son* 
tirent jamais de ma m^moirc, et que je 
conserverai, toute ma vie, le plus doqx 
souvenir des preuves de veritable interfit 
et de sincere affection que j'ai recue c»n- 
stamment de toutes les classes de )a so- 
ciet<§, pendant mon sejour en Ecosse. 

Je vous prie, Messieurs, d’etre aupr^ 
dc VOS exceilens compatriotes I’orgpine do 
la vive et juste reconnoissance qui est 
gravee ians mon coeur en caracteros Inefi 
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fa^ablcs^ ct dc rc^evoir Tassiirangc p^rso- 
nelle cle tous tnes hcntimens d’estime et 
d’afFectioii. Charles Philipre, 

Au Ctiateau des Tuileries, le 
20nie Aont, 1R14. 

A pafty which visited the Bell Rock 
li^ht-house lately, were highly gratified 
with its novel and majestic appearance, 
and with the singular ingenuity and per- 
fect order of the mechanism, by which 
the revolution of the lamps and the stri- 
king of the bell are produced; nor 
were they less pleased on observing 
how much the comfort of the isolated 
inhabitants had been consulted, in the 
neatness and convenience of the diffe- 
rent apartments of this sea-girt 'prison, 
in on/i of which the party breakfasted, 
and experienced much civility and at- 
tention from the watchmen. In the 
small library the strangers found the 
appropriate volume of Robinson Cru- 
soe ; and in the album, which is pre- 
sented to all visitors for the insertion 
of their names, remarks, &c. they dis- 
tinguished the following lines, inscribed 
by the hand of the popular author of 
the Lady of the Lake ; — 

“ Pharos Loquitur. 

“ Far in the bosom of the deep. 

O'er these wi-d shelves my watch I keep; 
A ruddy gem of changeful light. 

Bound on the diit«ky brow of night : 

The seaman bids my lustre hail, 

And scorns to strike his timorous sail/” 

“ Wit iter 6Vu//, Jultf 30, 1814. 

The number of visitors, since the 
•rection of the fabric, it appeared, was 
1376. 

8th. — As a poor woman of Upping- 
ham was, with her son, gathering nuts 
in a small wood, called Holyoak Spen- 
ney, about four miles from that place, 
the boy perceived part of an earthen 
vesseljemerging from the bed of a small 
streami which, on examination, proved 
to be a Roman vase, filled witji silver 
coips of the Emperor Valentinian, Va- 
lens, Gratian, Theodosius, and Maxi- 
minus. The coins are, consequently, 
from 14*30 to 14*50 years old, iincf the 


whole are in most excellent presenra* 
tion. 

0th. — Glasgow. — This night, at 
half past seven o’clock, the large ma- 
chinery work of Mr Dunn, of John* 
street, Glasgow, was discovered to be 
on fire. The flames originated in the 
second story, and in a few minute^ the 
whole building was in a state of con- 
flagration. Before ten scarcely any 
part of the house was standing. The 
progress of the fire was so quick, that 
there never was any hope of its extinc- 
tion. The premises were insured. 
This work was burnt down in 1805 : 
there were employed in it nea;;Jl^"iU0 
men and boys. 

10th.— Colonel Thornton entered 
Rouen with his famous pack of hounds. 
He was attended by a number of Eng- 
lish gentlemen on hunters; •and the no- 
velty of the sight attracted much no- 
tice, and drew thousands out to wit- 
ness it. 

Sir H. Wellesley, our ambassador 
in Spain, has concluded a general trea- 
ty of alliance with the Spanish govern- 
ment, which engages not to renew the 
family compact with France. There 
is, however, no stipulation for the abo- 
lition of the slave trade. 

The conclusion of a definitive treaty 
of peace between France and Spain has 
been made public at Madrid : it was 
signed on the 20th July. The pro- 
perty of Spaniards in France, or 
Frenchmen in Spain, is to be respect- 
ively restored. 

Ferdinand the Vllth has evinced 
Jiis enmity to the liberty of the press, 
and to the diffusion of knowledgeamong 
his subjects, by the suppression of not 
fewer than fourteen journals. Some of 
these had acquired reputation, during 
the regency, by their political stricture^ 
^nd the liberality of their opinions. In 
this number may be enumerated the 
Concisco, the Tribune, the liedac- 
teur of Cadiz, and the Friend of the 
Laws. ' 
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11th.— Nottinoham— The prac- 
tice of fi*ame-breaking still continues 
here. This day, Sunday, the 11th, 
about 12 o’clock at night, a party of 
frame-breakers, supposed about 20, 
made a forcible entrance into the house 
of Thomas Ford, of Basford, and de- 
molished five valuable frames ; from 
Ford's the depredators proceeded to 
the house of James Smith, in the same 
parish, where they also demolished five 
cotton-frames. After this, they pro- 
ceeded to the house of Tlfomas Gar- 
ton, of New Basford, where six frames 
were broken. One person only has as 
^L^^lipen apprehended, supposed to be 
concerned in the above transaction. 
The magistrates of Nottingham have 
ordered a nightly parade of the mili- 
tary, headed by police-officers, as pre- 
ventive of the crime. 

12th. — The Princess of Wales has 
met a most cordial and flattering re- 
ception in her native country. Her 
royal highness arrived at Brunswick 
oil the night of the 19th ultimo. She 
was received at Wolfenbuttel by the 
city guard, and at the palace by the 
public authorities ; and in the evening 
there was a general illumination. 

A treaty of peace has been conclu- 
ded in London between Denmark and 
Spain. 

Accounts from St Petersburg ’ of 
the 18th ultimo, notice the appoint- 
ment of Count Nesselrode to the office 
of minister for foreign affairs, in the 
place of Count Romanzoff, who had 
been permitted to resign on account of 
ill health. 

The Emperor Alexander, in a ukase 
addressed to the holy synod and coun- 
cil of Slate, has declined the appella- 
tion they had bestowed on him of 
** Blessed.” — ‘‘ My whole efforts (he 
observes) are directed to the imploring, 
of the blessing of God upon me and 
my faithful people, and in order to be 
hlcsacd by my beloved subjects, and 


generally by all the nations of the 
earth. This is my warmest wish and 
my highest happiness. But after all 
my efmrts to attain that object, I can- 
not, as a man, allow myself the bold- 
ness to accept of that appellation, or 
presume that I have alreajjjy attained 
that felicity. I, deem it so much the 
less compatible with my principles, in- 
asmuch as I have at all times, and on 
every occasion, exhorted my faithful 
subjects to moderation and humility of 
spirit ; and I will not now set an ex- 
ample which would contradict those 
sentiments.” 

13th, — Newcastle. — On Monday 
se’ennight a melancholy accident hap- 
pened on the Kenton waggon-way, 
near this town, A young woman 
named Margaret Dobson, in service at 
Shields, daughter of a waggonman at 
Coxlodge colliery, had leave to visit 
her parents, and returning, she and 
another woman seated themselves on a 
board, behind her father’s loaded coal 
waggon, to ride to the Shields turn- 
pike, over which the waggon-way 
passes. Near East Benton, a waggon 
which followed them at some distance, 
ran amain, and they supposing it might 
be stopped beforc.k reached them, did 
not move till it came too near, when 
M. Dobson, in endeavouring to es- 
cape, unfortunately slipped and fell 
with her neck across the cast- metal 
rail, and the sharp metal wheels sever- 
ed her head from her body. The 
other had her foot severely crushed. 

1 4?th . — M EL A NCflO L Y A CC I D EN T. — 
This afternoon, between four and five 
o’clock, being the great fair day at 
the Moss of Balloch, a melancholy ac- 
cident happened to the ferry-boaf at 
the Balloch, over the river Levep^ the 
full particula'^s of which are not yet 
known.* It is stated, however, on au- 
thority, that the boat, though every 
way calculated to give seciirity to the 
passqigers, was, contrary to the advice 
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of the ferryman, completely ^overload- 
ed, there being in it nearly 100 per- 
sons, besides several horses ; and it is 
supposed some of the horses, owing to 
the great pressure, having unavoidably 
been tou'ched by the spurs &f their ri- 
ders, pushed themselves among the 
people, who flew iq a crowd to the 
one side in order to save themselves 
from being trampled upon, in conse- 
quence of which the boat was overset 
in about twelve feet water, where the 
stream runs with great impetuosity. 
Every exertion was used by the nu- 
merous spectators to save the passen- 
gers fyom their impending fa^^e, and a 
great number were safely got out. It 
is impossible to state the number of 
persons who lost their lives by this 
melancholy accident ; the bodies, how- 
ever, of Mr William Graham, flesher 
in Port- Glasgow ; and of Mr M‘Far- 
lane, ferryman at Portincaple on Loch- 
Long, were found on Friday morning. 
Soon after the accident it was feared 
that two persons at least had been 
drowned, as a horse came on shore and 
was not claimed, which afterwards 
proved to be Mr M‘Farlane’s ; and a 
dog, known by some persons to belong 
to Mr Graham, wa? seen howling re- 
peatedly up and down the whole fair. 
This faithful animal swam different 
times across the Leven in search of his 
master, and, on Thursday night, ha- 
ving gone over the hills about six 
miles, he was heard howling at Craig- 
end Ferry, opposite to Port-Glasgow, 
where he had crossed on his way to 
the fair, and returned on Friday morn- 
ing to the Balloch Ferry- house, near 
which place his master was found. 

15th. — About thirty- five minutes 
pasVpne o’clock, Mr Sadler, jun. as- 
cended with the grand balloon from 
Pontefract, accompanied b*y Miss 
Thompson. The aeronauts took a 
direction due north for about ten mi- 
nutes, and afterwards moved nortji-east 
for about half an hour, when they 
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gradually descended near Grinstead- 
hall. They returned to Pontefract in 
the evening. 

17th. — ^A most melancholy acci- 
dent occurred on the turnpike-road 
between Faringdon and Wantage, 
Berks. Mr Spicer, a farmer, residing 
at Goosey, had loaded a waggon with 
cheese for Wantage, and his wife em- 
braced the opportunity of riding on 
the waggon to that place : Having ar- 
rived opposite the farm, called Gar- 
lands, they were overtaken by some 
men, with a number of loose colts, re- 
turning from Leachlade fair ; these, in 
passing, divided on each side 
waggon, and thereby frightened the 
horses which were drawing it ; in en- 
deavouring to stop them, the driver, 
John Combly, was beaten down, and 
both wheels passed over his loins — ^he 
expired in a few minutes afterwards. 
The horses set off at a full gallop ; 
the waggon was overturned, and the 
cheese falling on Mrs Spicer, she was 
killed on the spot. The boy who led 
the fore horse had a narrow escape, ha- 
ving been knocked down by it, but he 
fortunately succeeded in rolling out of 
the way of the wheels before they 
passed. 

An inquest was held on the body of 
a female servant in the family of a 
clergyman, residing near Billericay, 
who expired suddenly in the night un- 
der the following circumstances : — 
The family was absent from home, and 
the deceased was left in care of the 
house. She had requested the daugh- 
ter of a neighbouring cottager to sleep 
with her ; but on the night on which 
she died she complained of illness, and 
said she would sleep by herself, desi- 
ring the girl to sleep in an adjoining 
room. In the course of the night, the 
girl was disturbed by the crying of a 
child, and called out to her companion, 
who said it was only fancy. She went 
to sleep again, and was soon after dis- 
turbed by the deceased coming into 
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bed to bery and shey at the same timey 
again thought she heard the crying of 
an infant. The deceased, however, 
said it was merely the bleating of 
sheep under the window, aud that she 
had heard it several times. She desi- 
red the girl would go down stairs and 
make her something warm, as she felt 
hersielf extremely unwell. The girl 
went down stairs to do as she was de- 
sired, and on returning found her com- 
panion expiring. She immediately call- 
ed for assistance from a neighbouring 
cottage ; a doctor was sent for, and on 
his arrival it was found that she had 
delivered herself of an infant : She lived 
but* a* few minutes after the discovery. 
On searching the room where she 
slept, a dead infant was found in a 
foul clothes bag, and on examining it 
marks of violence were discovered on 
its throat. It is conjectured the un- 
happy woman had got out of bed 
whilst the girl was gone down stairs, 
and fearful of the child’s discovering 
itself by its cries, had destroyed it. 
The jury returned a verdict of Wilful 
Murder^ as related to the child ; and. 
Died by the Visitation of Gody as re- 
spected the woman. 

18th. — This day being what is call- 
ed Dutch Sunday, was observed at 
Yarmouth, by the arrival of schuyts 
from Holland, previous to their going 
a fishing. It being 20 years since the 
day was last kept for this occasion, it 
attracted a numerous assemblage of 
visitors from the neighbourhood. 

19th. — A shocking accident hap- 
pened near the Gobowen, Oswestry : 
Robert Jones, a labourer, having gone 
down into a well for the purpose of 
cleaning it, when he reached the bot- 
tom, the brick- work gave way, and he 
was buried under a mass of brick and 
rubbish, about seven yards deep. In 
expectation that he was suffocated, no 
active and continued endeavours were 
made for the recovery of the corpse. 
The work, therefore, of getting the 


rubbish out ^f the well, weAt on but 
slowly,* until Wednesday, when some 
experienced colliers came from Chirk, 
and worked till night. On Thursday 
morning, about ten o'clock, they were 
astonished by the voice of the unhappy 
sufferer, from the bottom of the well. 
Immediately the greateot exertions 
were made to g%t him taken out. At 
three in the afternoon, they had so far 
cleared the well as to be able to reach 
the man’s face, and to administer, un- 
der a surgeon’s direction, a small quan- 
tity of warm water gruel : — but it was 
not till about three o’clock on Friday, 
that they could clear all the rubbish 
from about his head ; nor until the 
poor man had expired about half an 
hour ; so that twelve hours had elap- 
sed from the time that they gave food 
to the unfortunate sufferer before 
they could clear the rubbish from his 
head. 

20th.— An inquest was held last 
week, at btonehouse, on the body of 
Thomas Cowans, a seaman on board 
the Salvador, who had made a bet he 
would go up and stand on the truck 
at the main-top-royal* mast-head, which 
he had effected about half- past seven 
o’clock in the evening ; but on at- 
tempting to come’ down, by holding 
only with his hands on a rope called 
the top-gallant back-stay, he came 
down 80 swiftly that he could not 
keep his hold, and fell from just under 
the main-top on the larboard sidt* of 
the deck, on his face, quite insensible ; 
the blood gushed out from his mouth 
and ears, and one o! his thighs was 
fractured : He languished till about 
one o’clock in the morning, wht u he 
died. — Verdict, jiccidental Death » 

I N TJB KEST I N G Oc C U It f' EM CE The 

captain of the Don schooner, from 
Gottenburg, while delivering a cargo 
of deals 5nd iron to Messrs Head and 
Co. of Newcastle, a few dkys ago, 
was accosted by a miserable-looking 
youngiman, just returned fromaFrench 
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|»n8on, beseechin^^ a little employ- 
ment. The captain, in reply, said he 
was sorry that he was not in want of 
any additional hands, as his crew was 
fully adequate to discharge tjie cargo. 
The young man, in return, expressed 
his regreti^ but urged the captain to 
sufier him to work oaly for his meat, 
as he was literally starving for want of 
food. Commiserating his unhappy si- 
tuation, t!ie captain complied with the 
€X>ndition, and the young man went 
cheerfully to work in the hold among 
the crew. Observing, on the second 
day, the assiduity of the stranger to 
discharge his duty, the captain asked 
him of what place he was a native ; 

Lerwick,” he replied. “ Lerwick— r 
Lerwick !” rejoined the captain, and 
what is your name ?” “ James VV^ork," 
replied the youth. Palpitating with 
eager anxiety, and afraid he might be 
mistaken, the captain immediately en- 
quired if he had a brother. “ 1 had 
(said he) but it is a long time since I 
saw him." What is his name — his 
name almost breathlessly enquired 
the master. “ Laurence Work,” re- 
lied the youth. Then you must 
ave had letters from your brother ?” 
says the captain. . “ Oh yes, sir.” 
“ Come, come, come along with me,” 
said the captain, hastily, and imme- 
diately hurried him into the cabin. 
** Have you any objections to shew 
me those letters from your brother 
asked the captain. “ Certainly not,” 
said he, ana immediately produced 
them. The captain, assured then al- 
most to a certainty who the young 
roan was, produced corresponding lei- 
’ters to himself, and upon the mutual 
correspondence being laid upon the 
taWe, each exclaimed “ brother !” 
and they instantaneously rushed into 
each other’s arms, and tor several mi-, 
nutes their feelings w^ere so overpow- 
ered, w'ith the warmth of their affec- 
tions, that neither of them coul^ speak 
till tears came to their relief. To ex- 
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plain the cause of the brothers being 
unacquainted with each other’s coun- 
tenance at first sight, it is only neces- 
sary to state, that the younger bro- 
ther, when a perfect youth, was cap- 
tured in the early part of the war, by 
a French privateer, and had grown 
into manhood in a French prison^ 

22d. — An information was exhibited 
by Patrick Fitzsimmons and another 
custom-house officer, against two dress- 
makers, in the ncighbourho(»d of St 
JamesVstreet, for knowingly having 
in possession two pieces of silk crape 
Bandanna handkerchiefs, being fo- 
reign manufacture, #nd prohffjiled 
within this kingdom, and seized on 
the ISth instant. The facts being 
proved, the solicitor for the ladies 
stated, that the articles had been sent 
them to make up by ladies of the Jirst 
distinction^ and that they had neither 
the power nor opportunity at all times 
to lefuse receiving them. The ma- 
gistrate said, he must convict in tre- 
ble the value of the goods, besides 
the forieiture ; but he advised the 
young ladies to place the penalty to 
tlie account of those foolish women 
of the “ first distinction,” to whom 
the things seized belonged ; and he 
would undertake to answer for the 
account being paid wMthouC any fur- 
ther question. — Conviction entered 
accordingly. 

24th.— Great St^rm. — Thisevfefto- 
ing a storm of thunder, accompanied 
by very vivid lightning, passed over 
Gloucester^ and the tempest was felt 
in its extreme rage at no very remote 
distance. Between Northieach and 
Burford, the mail-coach thence, to 
London was literally enveloped in 
flame. The coacliman lost all com- 
mand of the horses, the leaders were 
twice on the very brink of the stone 
quarries by the side of the road; and 
the coach was only prevented fVom 
upsetting by the extraordinary atU n- 
tion and' exertions of the guard, wliQ 
5 
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le 1 the horses several miles to keep 
them in thfe track. The awful 'flajihes 
of li^litning aftected the pa^jsengers, 
driver, and guard, as well as the 
horses, almost to blindness; and it 
was a considerable time before they 
recovered the perfect use of vision. 
On reaching BurforJ, the inhabitants 
imp^ed iheni to stop till the tempest 
should subside; bit not having to 
change hordes there, the coachman 
sacrificed safety to duty, nnd went 
on. After ascending the hi!^ beyond 
that towQ, they were alarmed by the 
of a number of peisons in dis- 
tress rand, on approaching nearer, 
found the (iloucester heavy coach 
upset, with eiglUeen jiassengers, men, 
women, and chiidien, imploring help 
in the moNt piteous terms. A man 
was m consequence sent b lok on 
horseback to Uurford for assistance; 
and chaises came from thence very 
soon, with a surgeon and other per- 
sons, who rendered every aid in their 
power ; but happily no material per- 
sonal injury had been sustained by 
any of these distressed people, who 
were quid^ enabled to puivue their 
journey. After the mail again pro- 
ceeded, a ball of tire fell in the road, 
within a tew yards of the coach, but 
providentially widiout occasioning any 
damage. It was half past tweive be* 
fore they reached Oxford, at which 
time the temjfest had abated; and 
they finally got to London three hours 
after their usual period. The same 
storm seems to have taken a very ex- 
tensive range. J'he leaders of one of 
the Lxeter coaches were struck down 
by the lightning between Bridport 
and Blandford, when the coachman, 
leaping from the box to endeavour to 
prevent ill consequences, broke his 
leg. And a tire- ball fell upon a bar- 
ley-mow at t'ompton, near bherbornet 
winch It de&tioyed. The lightning 
also set tire to a barn at Helhngsiey, 
Sussex, containing three loads of 
VOL. Vll. FAltr II. 


wheat anx! 50 quarters of oats, the 
whole of which, together with two 
lodges and a stable, .were consumed. 

25th. — On M )i»day, James (ieorge 
Semple Ljsle, bettor known, by the 
name of Miy or Scuiqilo, was bi ought 
up to the polico-(>tfico,ilatioi\ (jarden, 
chargeil vviili defruuuiiig llenryCiram- 
niar, who keeps a clieose-moinrer's 
shop in Devonahii^-street, Queen- 
square, of two pieces ot bacon and a 
lump of butter. 

Henry Grammar, a boy, was in his 
father’s t«hop wlien the prisoner came 
in ; he was positive tliai the prisoner 
at the bar was the man ; alter the 
prisoner bought the butter and bacon, 
he left the shop, and witness's motfier 
tied It up and sent him viith it. As 
witness was canying the [larcel home, 
he met the prl^oller waiting lor him 
in Cro>s-street. the prisoner woilked 
before witness to No. 4*2, and when 
he came to the door he puhed the 
first floor bell, and gave a double 
knock at the door, which was opened 
by ilie lady ol the hou e The pri- 
soner walked in, and taking the parcel 
out of witness's hand, wuo was stand- 
ing outsiUe, he bid him go home and 
bring six- penny worth of eggs, and 
on his reiurn lie should be paid for 
all, and immediately tJie door was 
shut. — Witness went home, and re- 
turned again with the egg» ; he knock- 
ed at the door, which was opened by 
the lady of the house; he cnquirtd 
for the gentleman, to whom he deli- 
vered the bacon and butter, and she 
informed him that he did not live 
there, neitner did she know him ; that 
after he came in lie enqun* d for a 
gentleman, saying, Is not tnis Km^- 
htreet ? She informed him it was i>wt; 
on w hich the prisoner begged paiuon, 
.saying li» hah inaue a mistake, and 
imuitaiateh went off. l‘he ^irisoner 
regretted that ttie lady of the house 
was nqf present, anh also that he was 
unfortunate in being taken for some 
i 
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other person who bore a 8t\;onfij re- 
sem!)lance to him in every respect; 
for the truth of which he appealed to 
one of the officers, Read, senior, say- 
ing, that he was sworn to by several 
respectable persons at the public of- 
fice in Bow-street, to have committed 
an offence', when at the same time he 
lay in an hospital on the Upper Rhine. 
Other charges have since been brought 
against the unfortunate niajur, which 
have not yet been determined. 

28th.— ^CArx, Barclay’s Court- 
Martial. — A court-martial was late- 
ly held at Portsmouth, on board the 
Gladiator, for the Inal of Captain R. 
H. Barclay, his remaining officers and 
inch, for the loss of the squadron of 
British gun- boats on Lake Erie, it 
appeared from the evidence that Cap- 
tain Barclay joined his commai»d with 
a lieutenant, a surgeon, and nineteen 
rejected seamen of the Lake Ontario 
squadron; that he dispatched to Sir 
James Yco an account of the deplora- 
ble state of the vessels ; and that they 
were then all blockaded in Ainherst- 
burg, where General Proctor’s army 
was stationed, by the American flo- 
tilla. He subsequently received rein- 
forcements which increased his force 
to 150 British seamen, the remainder 
being Canadians and soldiers. The 
enemy’s force doubled his. Being 
compelled to sail from Amherslburg 
to endeavour to open a communica- 
tion with Long Point, an engagement 
took place, the result of which is well 
known, the whole squadron having 
been taken. Sir Janies Yeo, in his 
letter to Admiral Warren, states that, 
in his opinion, Captam Barclay was 
WYong to sail from Amherstbuig; in 
co 5 ,sequence of which this court-mar- 
tial 'took place, 'i he court pronoun- 
ced the following sentence “ That 
the capture of his majesty’s late squa- 
dron was caused by tlie very tlefective 
means Captain Barclay possessed to 
equip them on Lake Erie ; the want 


of a sufficient number of able seamen, 
whom he had repeatedly and earnest- 
ly requested of Sir James Yeo to be 
sent to him ; the very great superiority 
of force of the enemy to tlie British 
squadron ; and the unfortunate early 
fall of the superior officers in the ac- 
tion.” The court, after great praise 
of the skill and gallantry displayed by 
Caplain Barclay, bis officers and men, 
adjudged them to be honourably ac- 
quitted. Captain Barclay appeared 
with one ‘arm amputated the other 
so dangerously wounded as to be sus- 
pended in bandages ; part of his thigh 
cut away by a cannon-shot ; and^ nve 
other wounds. 

A letter from Porto Ferrajo gives 
some details relative to Buonaparte, 
His residence consists of two adjoin- 
ing houses two stories Iiigh. Two 
sentinels are at the gate. The inte- 
rior is elegant. The saloon can hold 
100 persons. He sleeps little, rises 
early, tires out two or three horses, 
and is engaged in his cabinet till late 
at night. He is in good health, but 
neglects bis dress sometimes so as to 
have the air of a private soldier. To 
give a proof of his feelings towards 
the Bourbons, he hud crosses enamel- 
led in while and blue, with this legend 
— Pledge of Peace. Live the King ! ! 
This decoration is given to those who 
quit his service to return to France. 

30th. — Mr Sadler ascended in a 
balloon from the Parsonage-ground, 
at Doncaster, at 35 minutes past one. 
The day was flne and the assemblage 
numerous, fhe balloon took a west- 
erly direction, and frequently disap- 
peared behind the clouds. Fie de- 
scended at Biliingley- green, near 
Barnsley, and returned to Doncaster 
at half past nine at night. 

There died at Constantinople, in 
this month, of the plague, Solomon 
Lipman Bcgemder, supposed to be 
one of the most wealthy Jews in the 
Turkish Uominions. He was a great 
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favourite with the late and present 
sovereign/ to both of whom he acted 
as banker and farmer of the revenue. 
During the vizership of Mustapha 
Bairactar, he made him a present of 
gold and jewels equal to 150,0001. for 
his protection. The Ottoman Porte 
has seized his wealth for its own use. 

The splendid library of Mr Robert 
Thornton, who lately failed in his 
gambling speculations in the funds, 
was not at Clapham Comino/i, as has 
been stated in some of the papers, 
but was recently built at his house in 
0»*?^fton'Street; and it is not easy to 
describe the extensive foj)pery with 
which his books were ornamented. 
The present is the age for illustrating 
books, by fitting in all manner of 
prints and drawings analogous to the 
subject. Mr Thornton bestowed this 
embellishment in a way the most ex- 
pensive. His Suetonius^ for example, 
he illustrated by having miniature por- 
traits^ in oil, by the best masters, of 
the Twelve Caesars, framed and gla-^ 
zed, inlaid in the one cover, while 
twelve of the principal Roman ladies, 
painted to match, were in the other, 
both guarded with crimson velvet. 
His bindings were all in the most 
sumptuous style, and many of them 
curious by their devices. His Johp- 
stones History of Highwaymen^ for 
instance, was ornamented by the 
Count de Chaumont (an emigrant, 
who did not disdain to employ his ta- 
lent, creditably for himself, in book- 
binding, during the exile of the No- 
blesse) with emblems of the fate that 
robbers ought to come to, viz. the 
gallotoSf on the four corners ! 

Lately, in the upper end of Peebles- 
shire, a youn^ man, a shepherd, being 
dissatisfied with the quantity of milk 
which some of his cows yielded, 
shrewdly suspected they were be- 
witched by an old woman who lived 
about 15 miles from the spot, whose 
great age excited the booths suspi- 


cions. Scoring aloon the breath be- 
ing the only remedy prescribed by 
the superstition which yet remains in 
that part of the country, for an evil 
of such a desperate nature, tie owner 
of tlie cattle determined to try the 
cure, set out for the resideuce of the 
supposed delinquent, and finding tlie 
poor old woman at home, cut her se- 
verely on the brow. The fellow was 
immediately brought before the jus- 
tices, who very properly inflicted on 
him a heavy pecuniary penalty, and 
dismissed him with a suitable admo- 
nition. 

Mr Whitbread, in his address to 
the proprietors of Drury-lane theatre, 
stated, that no less than two hundred 
and seventy-six tragedies, comedies, 
operas, and farces, had been submit- 
ted to the committee of management 
during their short period of duty. He 
gave the following account of these 
pieces : — 

Dramas, considered upon the whole as 
unfit for representation, and which had 
been returned to the writers, though in 
nearly one-fourth of the instances they 
had found difficulty in discovering the 
address, . . . • 241 

Dramas disapprovedjof, and yet to be 
delivered, .... 2 

Dramas disapproved of, but sent in 
without any address, and which 
they could not return, . . 11 

Dramas approved of, partly brought 
out and to be brought out, • 14 

Dramas still under consideration, . 8 

In all, . 276 

CoTYiiiGHTS.— The copyright bill 
underwent various alterations before 
it passed from the Commons to the 
Lords. No option about the copy- 
right remains as a condition of eqiry, 
and no proportion of the price is to be 
. paid for t4ie copies. The time, too, in 
which the copies may be demanded by 
the public libraries, is enlarged from 
six mcviths to twelve months, and, to 
give them the opportunity of making 
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their flemand. all books nui'^t be en- 
tered at Stationers* Hall within three 
months, and a copy, on the best pa- 
per, niiist be jjiven to the British Mu- 
senin, under fo:feiture of five pounds, 
and the V^alue of eleven cofnes, with 
full costs, but nithout injury to the 
cop^rii,ht/ The onl}^ advantage deri- 
ved bv literature, therefore, from this 
act, is, the extension of the copyright 
from years contingent to years 
absolute. 


OC rOBER. 

THl- KIN’G. ' 

WnidHit Ciist/e^ October 1. 

“Ttiis Majesty eonrinut'b trantjnil, but 
his disorder is unabated. 

“ IL Halford. 

“ M. Baillie. 

“ J. Willis. 

R. Willis.” 

The following circumstance took 
place this day: — On the arrival of 
the Dover mail-coach at Rochester, 
on its wav to town, the guard was 
unexpectedly and peremptorily call- 
ed upon by Sharp, the custom-house 
officer, to deliver up an official parcel 
in his care, addressed to the right ho- 
nourable Lord ('asfiereagh, purport- 
ing to be froir Ins Cirace the Duke of 
Wellington. This t ie i^uard, with 
much fear and reluctance, complied 
M'iih : it was instantly opimed, and 
found, instead of imjjiortaiit dispaiche.s, 
to contain niai y small valuable pack- 
ages of contraband articles, addixssed 
to distinguished persons iri thib coun- 
try. M);irp*s sc'Zure, of course, was 
made, but he allowed the mail to con- 
tinue its journey. — The laihes of many 
of our “ disiiuguishcd persons” are 
said^o have of fate cultiv ued a ptcu- 
liar taste for these prohibited articles. 
There has been for some timd a story 
abroad, of the seizure, on the coast, 
of a carriage and horses belonging to 
the ledy of a liigh legal character. 


upon some charge of this descrip- 
tion. 

We in'?ert the following as a caution 
to travellers in gigs : — Mr and Mrs 
Smith, Darnley, upon a late excur- 
sion to Loch Lomond and Loch fay, 
in a gig, bailed at Balnaguard, be- 
tween lay Bridge and Dunkeld, to 
give the horse meal and water, ‘ Mr 
S. alighted : Mrs S. keeping lier seat, 
the bridle vva.s incautiously taken out 
of the horse's mouth, when, finding 
himself at* liberty, he moved forward 
a step and overset the pail, uhicb had 
been set down before the wiieel, which 
startling liim, he set out at full speed. 
Mr S. for a ctinbidcrahle disi ance, hung 
by the reins on the hoist's neck, at- 
tempting to stop him, till knocked 
down between the gig and the battle- 
ment of a bridge, his arm and hand 
much cut and sprained, and his body 
greatly bruised. Mrs S. with the 
greatest resolution, kept her seat for 
two miles, the horse going at full gal- 
lop, a precipice on one side nearly the 
whole way, when he was providential- 
ly stopped. 

Swindling. — The Journal de Pa- 
ris contains a ludicrous account of the 
trial of a swindler, before the Court 
of Assizes of Paris, on the 21st of 
September. Joseph WallcrKStein, a 
young man, about 18 years of age, 
Serjeant- major of tiraiheurs, in a re- 
giment of the old imperial guard, mi- 
raculou.sly escaped ilie total destruc- 
tion of his corps, which was cut to 
pieces at the batlle of Brienne. Not 
wishing to run the chance of a second 
prodigy, he returned to his father at 
Paris, who did not choose to furnish 
him with money, to support his ex- 
pensive idleness. He was soon tired, 
therefore, of being the son of an eco- 
nomical citizen, and wished to enter 
into a richer and more distinguished 
family : accordingly, he assumed the 
title of nephew of the Emperor Alex- 
ander, Efom knowing a little Ger- 
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man, and having made the campaign 
of Russia,^ his audacity enabled him 
to impO'.e on the credulous. He first 
tO(»k lodgings at an hotel, under the 
name of Baron, Count Kombnruski, 
Kandurouski, Padoroski, Colonel of 
regular Cossacks, Commander of the 
Chasseurs of Frieldberg, Aid-de-Camp 
to the Flmperor of Russia and of 
Prince Schwartzenberg; but the title 
to which he was most attached, and 
which he never abandoned, was that 
of nephew to the emperor. In this 
character he visited the hospital of in- 
valids, and perfectly astounded some 
gf the officers with his condescension. 
To one he gave a decoration, which 
he took from his coat ; tlie officer at 
first hesitated to adorn himself with 
it ; but the prince insisted, and the 
officer obeyed. He then intimated to 
the general, that he wished to leave 
those respectable warriors some marks 
of his liberality ; but being informed 
that they wore expressly prohibited 
from receiving any thing, he said that 
he wished to make some purchases ; 
and having nothing but Russian pa- 
per, requested tlic general to recom- 
mend him to a banker. The general 
replied, that be did not know one, and 
requested the prince to accept of his 
purse, which he very condescendingly 
put into his pocket. /\flerwards [le 
went to Versailles, where he present- 
ed an old officer with a blue libbori, 
and created him great coiimiandcr of 
the order of Malta. 'Hie honour of 
receiving a prince and a ribbon made 
the Chevalier de Belmare forget that 
the cordon of Malta is black, and that 
there is not, in that order, the title of 
great commander. Madame de Bel- 
raare, who at the request of the young 
prince was preparing to go to Parks, 
to be presented to the Emperor of 
Russia, offered, at the same time apo- 
logizing for the smallness of the loan, 
a purse containing 100 francs to the 
illustrious stranger, who never had 


any thing but Russian paper ; atid her 
husbifnd Conducted him to a watch- 
maker’s, where he chose a watch and 
chain wort-h 800 francs, tellinir the 
watchmaker to call on him the next 
day at Maudon, of which he*was go- 
vernor, and desired him to bring some 
more wat lies, which he wfxu'd assist 
him in disposing W; hut the watch- 
mak r meeting with the prince at a 
coffeehouse in the evening, and sus- 
pecting him to be an iinpo>tor. insist- 
ed on having his watch or the money : 
the prince wa^ g’ad to return the 
former, and decamped. Some days 
afterwards, he w^ent to Saint Maur, 
and enquired for the mayor, who was 
ahacmt ; but the mayor of the neigli- 
houiing town being sent for, he told 
htrn that the Emperor of Russia would 
arrive at ten o’clock at night with 800 
of his guards, and desired him t«) sup- 
ply entertainment for them. The may- 
or asked for a written requisition, 
which the colonel of cossacks imme- 
diately gave He then dined with the 
mayor, and borrowed his watcli; and 
afterwards vvent to the Sieur Mallet, 
wdu) was to furnish 60 rations, and 
lodge 60 men. flie illiiNtrious cos- 
sack pretended that his watch had 
sioppeil ; iM. Mailut offered him his, 
wiiicli he accepted. But the inhabi- 
tants found it impossible, at so short 
a notice, to sujiply ihe quantity of ar- 
ticles required, 'fhey could, perhaps, 
at Vincennes. His imperial highness 
condescended to vvi itc a most gracious 
letter to General D’Aumesnil, gover- 
nor of Vincennes ; but the arrival of 
the mayor of Saint Maur finished ilie 
comedy. He considered the circuni- 
stances, called the colonel an impos- 
tor, arrested and carried him to Paris. 
The court condemned him to.'five 
years imprisonment, and to pay a fine 
• of 300 tones and expences. Waller- 
stein is a Jew ; and it is not one of 
the least whimsical circumstances of 
the process, to see a professor of the 
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Hebrew religion making commanders 
of Malta. ' ^ 

2d. — ViF.iVNA. — The day of the so- 
lon^* wished -for congress having at 
last arrived, it was thought that a so- 
lemn service would have taken place 
in the church of St Stephen ; but no 
order to that effect has yet been given, 
and nothing indicates the precise day 
when the congress will open. 

It is impossible to convey an idea 
of the bustle which prevails in and 
about the palace. Multitudes are 
collected to see the sovereigns, who 
are coming and going every moment ; 
the drums beat, the troops are under 
arms ; the people, on foot, ;»n horse- 
back, and in carriages, jostle each 
other in all directions. The ministers 
hith('rto most conspicuous are, MM. 
Metternich, Nesselrode, Hardenberg, 
and Castlereagh. 

The imperial palace is at present 
inhabited by two emperors, two em- 
resses, four kings, and a queen ; two 
ereuitary princes, the one imperial, 
the other royal , two grand duchesses, 
and two princes, fhe whole of the 
building forms a rectangled parallelo- 
gram : on one of the great sides is 
the palace, properly so called, and on 
the other opposite, to it are the build- 
ings for the council of state, &c. ; the 
Amelia and Swiss palaces form the 
wings. The Emperor and Empress of 
Eussia inhabit the second story of the 
Amelia palace, and the King of Wur- 
temberg the firsi the King and Queen 
of Bavaria, with the princes their sons, 
and the Grand Duchess of VVeymar, 
occupy the council buildings ; the 
King of Denmark inhabits that part 
of the dwiss palace which looks to- 
wards the bastions, and the King of 
Pryssia that which faces toe city ; the 
Hereditary Prince of Prussia lodges 
with him; the Emperor and Empiess^ 
of Austria, with the Grand Duchess^ 
of Oidenburgh, and the Hereditary 
Prince of Austria, occupy whaus pro- 
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perly called the palace. The young 
archdukes and archduchesses are at 
Schoenbrunn. 

4th. — John, the son of John Eil- 
beck of Harrington, mariner, aged 
about three years, found means to 
climb up a ladder, which liad been 
reared against the side of a house at 
Harrington harbour, 3 stories .high, 
and had nearly reached the top of it 
before he was discovered by some 
()eople at a little distance. Amongst 
others, whom the alarm brought to- 
gether, was the father of the boy ! — 
who, with equal intrepidity and pre- 
sence of mind, slowly and silently as- 
cended the ladder, and was almost at 
the top of it. when the child percei- 
ving him approach, probably appre- 
hensive of a rebuke or chastisement, 
and ci rtaiiily insensible of any danger 
from his situation, actually quitted the 
ladder, and crawled up the house, and 
had nearly attained the summit, when 
the father seized him, and, with great 
caution and difficulty, brought him 
cafe down ’ 

5th. — Yesterday afternoon a most 
atrocious murder was committed on 
Elizabeth Dobbins, a poor washer- 
woman residing at MillHeld Farm, 
Miilfield-lane, Kentish-town. 

About three o’clock, James Dob- 
bins, the husband of the deceased, 
ahd a turncock of St Pancras, return- 
ed home from his work. On entering 
a room on the ground Hoor, he disco- 
vered his wife lying on the floor ; at 
a short distance from her he perceived 
a kitchen poker, which was consider- 
ably bent, and covered with blood, 
having evidently been the instrument 
with which the wound on his wife had 
been inflicted. The wretched man 
immediately lifted up his wife, and 
placed her on a chair. On examining 
her head, he found it laid open from 
her right eye to the back : the skull 
fractured dreadfully. Life was still 
remaining, but little hopes of reco- 
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very could be entertained. He went 
out to procure assistance, and found 
a man in the custody of James Ceel, 
from whom he learnt they had taken 
him in a field near the spot, belonging 
to Mr Thomas Greenwood, on suspi- 
cion of having stolen two bundles 
which he had in his possession. Dob- 
bins ’communicated the horrid scene 
he had discovered in his own house, 
and it was concluded that the priso- 
ner was the murderer. They convey- 
ed him before Mr Ivers, magistrate, 
in Kentish-town, who having investi- 
gated the circumstances, committed 
Hliim to prison. 

This man, named Thomas Sharpe, 
was tried for the murder at the next 
Old Bailey sessions, convicted, and 
executed in the following week. 

8th. Rotterdam. The river 

Maasc presented this day again a ve- 
ry interesting scene for the inhabi- 
tants of this city, which they have not 
enjoyed for many years, and which 
filled the heart of each true Hollander 
with inexpressible joy and gratitude. 
The beautiful Dutch- built frigate 
Maase Rotten Stroom, commanded 
by Capt. Frans. Bremer, lying ready 
to sail to Batavia, and anchored be- 
fore this city, according to the an- 
cient custom of this country, a din- 
ner was given on board of licr this 
day ; but this being the first ship since 
we became a nation again, under the 
reign of a long-wished-for prince, and 
the ship being on the eve of her de- 
parture on such an interesting expe- 
dition, the owners, of course, wished 
the entertainment to be suitable to 
the occasion. Amongst those invited 
were the Admiral Kikkert, the com- 
missary of the department, one of the 
burgomasters, some of the members 
of the chamber of commerce and na- 
vigation, and other respectable mer-* 
chants. At two o’clock this highly 
respectable company was conveyed 
on board the frigate by the.sloops be- 


longing to her,. and a fine yacMt; and 
were? received on board ( Orange and 
Dutch colours flying, a discharge of 
the cannon, and a band playing,) by 
the principal owner and book-keeper, 
A. Van Hoboken, Esq. Atnhe din- 
ner some toasts were drank ; amongst 
which the following were* given by 
Vice-Admiral Kitkert : — 

“ Our beloved Sovereign.” — ‘‘ The 
Princely Family.” — “ All our august 
Allies.” — “ All those in high authori- 
ty in our State.” — “ Municipality of 
Rotterdam.” 

The president of commerce gave 
the following : — 

M^ly the English Government 
shew their friendship for our beloved 
Sovereign by a speedy restoration of 
our colonies ; and may the esteem 
which the Dutch have always felt for 
this old Ally rise to the highest pitch.” 

9th. — A boat, containing nine un- 
fortunate people, was swamped be- 
tween Ramsgate and Calais, when 
every soul perished : The individuals 
consisted of four women, the rest men 
(tlie whole Frcncli,) who had brought 
over, about three weeks since, fruit 
and vegetables. Soon after their ar- 
rival, the officer of the customs pro- 
ceeded to examine the vessel, and 
discovered, under the gunwale, a 
quantity of Valenciennes lace ; the 
boat (a remarkably fine yawl) was 
confiscated. Since that period, they 
have been wandering about the island. 
On Sunday morning, a Flemish fish- 
erman, taking pity on their situation, 
undertook to carry them over in a 
small boat, which would not live in 
any sea. They all embarked, in a 
fresh gale, and were ingulfed befpre 
they had got half way over. 

10th.— A fire broke out this lilorn- 
ing at two o’clock, in High-street, 
Shad well, opposite the police-office. 
It commenced in the house of Mr 
Andrews, a haberdasher, and commu- 
nicated to the adjoining houses, from 
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wherre it spread with irresistible fury 
to others, until twenty dwelHn^^s were 
conMimed ; and fiom the rapidity of 
the flames, a very small part of* the 
property, which princ'paliy belon *^ 01 ! 
to poor, persons, could be lyivcd. The 
servant lad of Mr Andrews, but for 
the providential aid of a ladder, must 
hav(» perished. Two hours elap*icd 
before water could be obtained. The 
houses on the Of»posite side of the 
stre 't were preserved with difficulty. 
Many of them wr-re considerably in- 
juret‘ ; and but for the extriordinary 
activitv of the watermen, the police- 
office must have been burnt to the 
ground. Mr Andrews, whf/<e stock 
wa^ extens’ve, is .‘•aid to be insured to 
the amount ot 'J()0()1* Many of the 
other suliereis were not so lortunatc. 

IJth. — fill’s morning the fainih of 
the fion. Mr Hcrbeit, at Mitcham, 
were alaimed hy the n.port of a 
sprtiig-gun, which had been placed in 
the gulden, ( ind of which the regular 
notice had been given ) : I he servants, 
on repairing tti the spot, found a man 
lying a lew yaids distant, lifeless; l>e 
w as di'coven d to be an old offender, 
who, only a few days before, had been 
d# leered, by a similar report, in ano- 
ther gent h man's gyrden, and then on- 
ly a few shot being lodged in Jiis legs, 
he wa^, under the i»lfca of iliis circum- 
stance being a sufficient caution, set 
at liberty. 

13ih. — The gardener of Mr Sher- 
brook, Leighton Buzzard, Bedford- 
shire. suffered a melancholy death. 
Mr S had frecjuently previous Iiad his 
pinery robbed, and on 1 Jiursilay night 
tilt gardtner determined to sit up and 
ivatcli ; he accordingly posted himself 
in*the green- house, with a loaded fowl- 
in::/pitce, where it is supposed he fell 
asleep, and in the morning was found 
dead on the ground, with all the ap- 
pearanct, ot sufi’oeation, evidently oc- 
casioned by the discharge of mephi- 
tic gas from the plants during the 
niglit. 


14th — On Monday, C. Tianca, of 
Exeter 'Change, was summoned on 
an information laid against him, for 
selling to Lavender, the officer, six 
fire-balls called fulminating pease,” 
wliicli being thrown on tlie ground 
with force, or pressed by the foot, ex- 
plode wdth a great nobe. The infor- 
mation w^as under the act of William, 
which makes it .51. penalty to sell, 
or expose to sale, serpents, rockets, 
or other firc-work«.” 

Mr Fiylling premised, that the act 
was to preveut ilie mischief which re- 
sulted from fire-works, the preamble 
stating, that people had lost their live# 
by “.serpents, roclets, and other fire- 
works.” As far as the mi^chievous 
quality w^ent, these fulminating pease 
came within the meaning of the act; 
but it was a que'^tion deserving con- 
sideration, whether these balls could 
be called fi re-works. 

Mr Bunke'i, optician, vStrand, stated, 
that although unacquainted with Mr 
Pianca, he felt interested for an inge- 
nious foreigner, who was at present 
abroad. He would undertake to prove 
that these balls or pease could not be 
called lire-works ; and to demonstrate 
this, the opinions of three counsel had 
been taken, who stated that the arti- 
cles did not come within the meaning 
of the act of William. There was no- 
tliing like fire in them, for their ex- 
plosion would nut ignite gunpowder. 
He would prove this by an experi- 
ment. [Here one of the pease was 
thrown with violence on the ground, 
which exploded with a flash.] 

The magistrate interrupted the ex- 
periments, observing, that the flame 
which they liad seen must sufficiently 
have satisfied their minds. 1 hey re- 
quired no terrible experiments. 

Mr Bankes said that there were 
various sorts of fire or flame, galvanic, 
electric, &c . ; and according to the 
present doctrine, the sun itself, which 
looked like flame and imparted heat, 
was not fire. 
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Mr Fie’dine observed, that the act 
did not restrict itself to articles made 
of gunpowder, for it never mentioned 
guppo vder, it spoke of “ fire-work 
It contemplated the ^enus genr.rahssi^ 
mum of firr — every species ol fire ifiat 
the cliemists p«>wer could prof*Uf‘c. 
If these pease produced fire, they 
came witliin the act. But how was 
fire defined? Jolinson calh^d it “ the 
igneous element and in the present 
in.stance the igneous element had been 
elicited — theie had been pj-oduced an 
ignited spark. Ihe prool of that fact 
was enough. 

, Mr Colcpdioun asked to what use 
these ball> could be turned ? 

Mr Bankes replied, that they could 
be of no use. But to demonstrate the 
fact that they did not produce an ig- 
nited spark, as the magistrates ima- 
gined, he wished to try the experi- 
ment which he was before going to 
make, namely, to explode one of the 
balls surrounded with gun-powder, 
which explosion would not ignite. 
The experiment had been succes>fully 
tried over and over again, at the royal 
institution, in the presence of Sir H. 
Davy. fMr B. then pulled out of his 
pocket a canister of gunpowder, for 
the purpose of exploding a ball in the 
centre of it, to show that its explosion 
would not ignite powder! but the 
magistrates would not allow the ex- 
periment. Mr B. however tried it on 
a smaller scale, by folding about half 
an ounce ot* powder in a paper, inclo- 
sing at the same time a pea, and then 
pressed the paper with the loot, when 
the ball exploded, at the same time 
Igniting the gunpowder, and burning 
the paper! !j — Mr Bankes, after ha- 
ving thus refuted himself, stated, that 
he must give up the defence of the 
balls; but assured the magistrates, 
that he felt so convinced of the truth, 
of what he had asserted, that he would 
willingly have exploded one of the 
balls 111 the centre of a barrel of gun- 
powder ! 


The magistrates thinking* further 
proof could not be desired, pronoun- 
ced the party convicted — Penalty, 51. 

15rli. — An anniversary service was 
performed in the chapel of the Thuil- 
it Ties fbft her late majesty Maria An- 
to nette, Queen of France. The king, 
the roval familv, and the whole court 
attended, The*king was in his pew, 
with a crape round his arm. fhe 
Duke of Angoulerne was on the right 
of his majesty, and the Duke of Berry 
on his left. The Duchess of Angou- 
le-mc, drcsscd in mourning, went down 
into tlie interior of the chapel, and 
placed herself in the choir opposite 
the offieialing clergyman. Among the 
persons present were remarked gight 
or ten bishops, almost all of whom 
have lately returned to France, and 
several of the king’s almoners. All 
the perMins belonging to the court 
were in full mourning. Mass was per- 
formed by xM.de Vintimille, bishop of 
Carcassonne, 

17th — The neighbourhood of St 
Gdos’s was thrown into the utmost 
consternation, by one of the most ex- 
traordinary acciilents ever remember- 
ed. About six o’clock in the evening, 
one of the vats in the extensive pre- 
mises of Messrs IRmry Meux anti Co., 
in llanhury-strcer, St Giles’s, burst, 
and in a moment New- street, (jcorge- 
street, aiul several others in the vici- 
nity, were deluged wiih the contents, 
amoimiing to S.jOO barrels of strong 
beer. Ihe fluid, in its course, sw^ept 
every thing before it. Two houses iii 
New-street, adjoining the brew house, 
were totally demolished. The iuha^ 
bitants, who were of the poorer class, 
were all at home, in the first floor 
of one ot them, a mother and daugh- 
ter w ere at tea : f he mother waiMtdl- 
ed on the spot ; the daughter was 
swept away by the current through a 
partition, and dasiied to pieces. I'he 
back parts of the houses of Mr Good- 
win, poulterer, of Mr Hawse, Tavi- 
stock ArmS| and Nos. and 25, m 
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Great ftussol-street, were nearly de- 
stroyed, The female servant of the 
Tavistock Arms was sufFocared. Three 
of Mr Meux^s men, employed in the 
brewery, were rescued with great dif- 
ficulty, b'y the people collec*ted to af- 
ford relief, who had to wade up to 
their midcKe through the beer. 

The site of the place is low and 
flat, and there being no declivity to 
carry off the fluid, in its fall it spread 
and sunk into the neighbouring cel- 
lars, all of which were inhabited. The 
bursting of the brew-house walls, and 
the fall of heavy timber, materially 
contributed to aggravate the mischief^ 
by forcing the roofs and waifs of the 
adjoining houses. The crowd collect- 
ed from the time of the accident to a 
late hour was immense. It presented 
many distressing scenes of children 
and others enqoiring for and lament- 
ing their parents, relatives, and 
friends. 

A great number of workmen were 
employed the whole of yesterday in 
clearing away the rubbish, and the 
following dead bodies have been found : 

Ann S^aville, about 35 years of age. 

Eleanor Cooper, between 15 and 16 
years of age,^ servant to Mr Hawse, 
the Tavistock Arms. 

Hannah Bamheld, a child, four 
years and a half old. 

Mrs Butler, a poor Irish woman, 
her daughter, and grand-daughter, 
and three others, whose names have 
nut been ascertained. 

One person has been dug out alive. 
Two brothers, of the name of Creek, 
store-house clerks, in attempting to 
save some of the property, were se- 
verely hurt. Two other persons are 
missjjng from the neighbourhood, 
whose bodies have not yet been found. 
Many of the cellars on the south side 
of Ritesell-street are completely inun- 
dated wit'll beer ; and in some houses 
the inhabitants had to save themselves 
from drowning by mounting •their 
highest pieces of furniture. 


18th. — Information haying for some 
time been received that it was in con- 
templation of a gang of thieves to rob 
the General Post-Office, and carry off 
the contents of the iron-chest in the 
receiver-general’s office, which fre- 
quently contained notes to the amount 
of from twelve to eighteen thousand 
pounds. Lavender and Vickery* dis- 
covered the plan ; but the officers of 
the post-office treated it as impracti- 
cable, and even chimerical, every 
door, place, and lock, being deemed 
so thoroughly secure, the locks being 
the best that can be m ide. There 
appears to be no doubt, however, that* 
the post-office has been entered, se- 
veral locks, and even that of the iron- 
chest, opened, the contents examined, 
but nothing taken out, the booty not 
being deemed sufficiently large to take 
away, and that this was all done with- 
out the least suspicion or discovery by 
the officers of the post-office. Friday 
was the day appointed to convince Mr 
Freeling, Mr Parkin, and other gen- 
tlemen belonging to the post office, of 
the possibility as well as the [)ractica- 
biiity of passing all the locks, inclu- 
ding the iron-chest, without using any 
violence. Lavender and Vickery at- 
tended at the office for that purpose ; 
and having discovered the gang of 
thieves who were to have effected the 
robbery in a quiet manner, they pro- 
duced the implements that weie to 
have effected the purpose, which they 
had procured after great exertion and 
perseverance. The doors being all 
locked in the most secure manner 
possible, by and in the presence of the 
principal officers belonging to the 
post-office, Lavender and Vickery pro- 
duced a master key, which passed all 
the locks leading to the place where 
the iron-chest is deposited in the re- 
ceiver-general’s office, with the great- 
est possible ease, and they produced 
another key, which opened the iron 
chest without any noise or difficulty. 
This was thought the most extraordi- 
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nary, as the key of the chest is never 
out of the possession of the person 
who has rtie care of it, and who is ac* 
countable for its contents. 

Vienna. — fhe fete given to-day 
on the occasion of the anniversary of 
the battle of Leipsic, was the finest 
that has been yet seen. Twenty thou- 
san(\men were assembled in the morn- 
ing on the Prater. At eleven in the 
forenoon the emperors, the kings, and 
allied sovereigns, the empresses and 
queens, came upon the ground with a 
very numerous and brilliant suite. The 
troops having formed an immense 
square, Te Deum was chaunted ; after 
* which the troops defiled in prcssence 
of their majesties, llie Archduke 
Constantine was at the head of the re- 
giment of cuirassiers which bears his 
name. Dinner was served up at the 
same time to the sovereigns, the offi- 
cers, and the troops. The repast even 
of the troops was sumptuous : The so- 
vereigns dined in the Villa, at one 
end of the prater, and the troops on 
the field, while more than 100,000 
spectators were moving about in every 
direction. Their majesties several 
times appeared at the balcony which 
commands the plain, as well as the 
islands of the Danube, and were salu- 
ted by uninterrupted acclamations. 
The Emperor of Russia twice drank 
to the health of the troops and tlie 
spectators. The soldiers in the gar- 
rison of Vienna receive double pay, 
and the officers a pre^ent of 200 flo- 
rins a month. The expences of the 
kitchen and cellars of the palace are 
about one hundred thousand florins a 
day. 

24tb. — A horrid murder was com- 
mitted near Altagh Wood, in the ba- 
rony of West Muskerry, Cork. A 
farmer named Gallavan, and his son, 
returning from the wood, where they 
had purchased a horse-load of timber, 
were attacked by flve persons who 
crossed them in the high road, and 
who appeared to have lain In waiting 


for them, three of whom wera armed 
with, scythes, * set in handles, like 
swords: Two of them knocked the 
old man down, and gave him several 
severe wounds with these murderous 
weapons,^ and also with large stones ; 
and the other three most barbarously 
butchered the son, who djed on the 
following day. V\n inquest was held 
on the body, and one Hogan, a car* 
penter, has been identified by old Gal- 
lagan, as one of the perpetrators, and 
is in custody. 

A singular accident took place at 
Sutton Bonnington, Notts. It being 
wake time, a number of young people 
had assembled at the Tailors’ Arms 
public-house, to make merry by dan- 
cing, &c. when on a sudden the lloor 
fell through, and the whole company 
disappeared, with the exception of the 
fiddler, who kept his station in one 
corner of the room, with a foundation 
under him, just sufficient to contain 
the space of the chair he sat upon. 
Several of the party got broken legs, 
fractured sculls, or other injuries. 

2.5th. This afternoon, between 

four and five o’clock, a murder was 
committed on the body of Mr William 
Belsham, cow-keeper, at Maldon, Es- 
sex, in his own cow-house, about half 
a mile out of the town, lie had gone 
as usual to milk his cows. A boy, 
about twelve years of age, went to 
him to get some milk ; and as he was 
returning from the cow-house, he met 
a man getting over a gate, who went 
towards the cow-house. In a short 
time after another boy heard a vio- 
lent noise, and a mans voice calling 
for help proceeding from the cow- 
house ; and soon alter, he saw a man 
come out of the cow-house, and walk 
deliberately away. No more ^oise 
was heard from the cow-house. A 
few minutes after, the boy went into 
the cow-house to ascertain *the cause 
of the noise, when he found the de- 
cease^ had been murdered, his brains 
being beat out ; the boy ran for help. 
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and a number of persons came, but 
the deceased was quite dead, .and, 
there was no doubt, by a b'ud^jeon 
which the man had in his b ind who 
was seen to enter and come out of the 
cow-hou^, and which was found by 
the side of the deceased It was as- 
certained jhat he had been n'bht^d of 
his watch, a one poutid bank of Eng- 
land note, and some silver. From the 
description of the man, it is lielitvcd 
he is a seaman named William Sey- 
mour, a native of Maldon, who had 
returned within these few days, h iving 
been discharged from the San Juan. 
He was detected in a robbery about 
two years since, when he was# sent on 
board the lleasonable, where he was 
disebvered to be a deserter from the 
San Juan, and was sent on boani of 
her. The inhabitants of Maldon dis- 
patched persons in all directions in 
pursyit of the murderer, who traced 
him toward the river; but it being 
night, all farther search ceased. Fhey 
have offered a reward of lOOl for his 
apprehension. 

26tli. — As Miss Nicholas was riding 
a few days ago, on the bank of the 
llhymny, in Wales, her horse took 
fright, and galloj>i‘d furiously along 
the road ovcr-lia.Mgi.Mg the river ; her 
servant endeavoured to come up with 
her in vain : perceiving that her own 
horse exerted himself to keep the 
head when he heard the other coining 
up, she made a signal to the servant 
to check his pace; lier own horse, 
however, continued liis course with 
desperate speed, till she arrived at a 
place where a rock fallen from the 
cliff occupied half the road ; here the 
animal had scarcely room to puss be- 
tween the rock and the precipice ; in 
the attempt to pass, his hind legs and 
body' slipped down the precipice, 
while his fore legs only retained hold 
of the rogd : in this awful situation, 
without assistance, or any prospect 
but destruction, the young lad^v did 


not delay a moment to attempt her 
deliverance from the dangers that sur- 
rounded her ; ."he sprang Trom her 
seat lo a twitr that overhung, and re- 
gained the road in safety. The horse 
fell (a depth of 2( 0 feet ' ) into the wa- 
ters below, and swam to the opposite 
shore without material injury. 

29rh. — The ravages of the plague 
this year at .Smyrna have been un- 
usually dre.idful. It is stated, that in 
June, frequently upuards of a thou- 
sand have^ been buried in one day; 
one-third of the inhabitants had left 
their ilwei lings and the town. Some 
compute the number of deaths this, 
year at 50,000; the least computation 
is ‘j0,0()0 Sm^ rna is said to contain 
from |f»0 to 180,000 inhabitants. All 
Asia Minor, Syiia, the islands, &c. 
experienced this year a similar loss of 
about one-quarier or one-fifth of the 
whole population. The crops of corn, 
&c. remain ungathered in the fields 
in many p'aces in the interior, for 
want of hands ; and several towns and 
villages have been entirely abandoned. 
In Smyrna the keys of 800 houses 
have been delivered to the governor, 
as many families have been altogether 
extirpated, and the government is 
heir where there is no very near re- 
lation. 

I’he following melancholy accident 
occurred in Cambridge : as the Rev. 
Mr Bralhwaite, fi How of St John’s 
Colleg^e, was entering into the Blue 
Boar Inn, Trinity-street, on the roof 
of the Ipswich coach, he was so much 
crushed (owing to the lowness of the 
gateway) as to cause his death in a 
few hours. 

.il.st. — A shocking accident occur- 
red at the gig- mill of Mr John Carr, 
at Armley. One of the straps by 
which motion is communicated to the 
, gig-engine having started, a young 
man ot the name of Lee attempted 
to replace it, but in the effort his arm 
unfortunately became entangled in the 
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strap, and be was drawn among tlie 
machinery) and instantly killed ; his 
body was mangled in a manner too 
horrible for description. 

AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 

From the end of August to the se- 
cond week of this month, »he weather 
has been renuirkabiy favourable for 
harvest operations and at the same 
time brought the late crops to matu- 
rity much earlier than wa^ to be ex- 
pected. With very trifling ex*ceptions, 
all sorts of gr>in are now seciirecl 
everywhere in the very b-'^st order. 
The season h:is been equally projii- 
tious to whoat-'owing ; and the late 
rains, and cemtinued mild weather, 
promise such a ^-cgular and vigorous 
plant from whai has been recently 
deposiied, as already appears on the 
ear'y-sown fields. 

There has been very little altera- 
tion in the paces of viain during the 
last quarter, or indeed for ilieMJ twelve 
months past, in some instances — v\c 
suspect in but a few — the abundance 
of crop 1813, may have compen.^aied 
for the iliminution ol price; bur troin 
all that can yet be known of the late 
crop, it is impossible to indulge any 
such expectation. Prices are now 
kept clown chit tly by an immense im- 
portation, though partly by the largD 
reversion of the former crop ; and in 
some degree, also, the pi’esent low 
prices may be owing to the excellent 
condition in which the new crop has 
been secured. 

There has been a better demand of 
late for sheep and cattle than there 
was reason to expect from the ap- 
pearance of the 6tack-yard.s, and the 
state of the turnip crop in Scotland. 
Cattle in particular have, within these 
few weeks, been taken off at prices a 
good deal higher than they were in 
August. Turnms, it would thcretbre 
appear, have suirered less in the south 
than they have done here, where they 


cannqt bp rated at much more than 
the half of an average crop. Pota- 
toes, though the quality is generally 
good, are not nearly so abundant as 
they were ^last yf'ar ; and are under« 
stood to be ratiicr below an average 
crop. — Farmer^ s Magazine* ^ 


NOVEMBER. 

1st. — Atrocities in Ireland, — 
This evening was committed a most 
audacious robbery. Immediately after 
Unbert lirendergist. of Green- 
niouitt, and his lamdy, hail dined, and 
as the servants were going to dinner, 
lie* hou^l* was surrounded b}" a gang 
ot' piiindi‘rpi>, of wliom six entered, 
and Ini^tbn! the domestics into tho 
dim g p 'r'our vv’th their master and 
iniNfrss, and th(*i»* children, and Mrs 
Ihlf nnan (Mis P,’s sister.) They 
placed a guard on tiie door, and the 
lest wi*nt to ihe kilcIn.Mi, where they 
regaled ihemselve-, taking care to re- 
lieve the se ttries, and give them their 
share of relVeshmeut. The whole then 
le-ontered the parlour, and one ol them 
p.itdng a pistol to Mr P.'s head, de- 
manded Ids keys and property, pro- 
mising, if !ie woulti give them up fair- 
ly, that they would not injure any one, 
Mr P. gave them his keys, and the 
villains continued ransacking his house 
for aUout five hours, not departing un- 
til nearly one o^clock on Wednesday 
morning. xMany of the jewels were 
valuatile, and a great quantity of wear- 
ing apparel of every description wixs 
taken, every thing moveable and wear- 
able that they could convey awa}^ 
The properly lost cannot well be^’I&s- 
timuted much short of a thousand 
pounds. Tl^ey offered no further vio- 
lence. On rummaging the J^’awers, 
they deliberately rejected several bank 
receipts of Mr P., but took the go- 
vernment debentures and bank-notes ; 
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and, upon guess, took also sortie docu- 
ments of government stock. One of 
them left ir guard of the family be- 
low, while the ransack was making, 
indulged •his taste for musicf and try- 
ing a couple ot flutes, on one of which 
he played a tune or two, not at all in 
the style of a vulgar rhusician, he gave 
the preference to that which had four 
silver keys to it. Complaining of be- 
ing fatigued, and wishing for some li- 
quor, they declined doing any mischief 
in the cellar, and were satisfied with 
a glass of good old whiskey. Three 
only of them were disguised. The 
memory of Brennan’s gang ik pretty 
rece^it : and many are living who re- 
member Ferncy’s. 

Cashel. A daring outrage has 

been committed upon the mail-coach 
which left this city yesterday for Dub- 
lin* At about twelve o’clock, as the 
coach was proceeding up a slight as- 
cent, leading to a place called Rock- 
well, in the barony of Middlethird, 
and within about three miles of Ca- 
shel, it was discovered that the road 
was blocked up, cars being placed at 
each side, and a large tree resting 
upon both. The coach had scarcely 
arrived at this spof, when two shots 
were fired, both of which unliappily 
took effect ; one upon the coacliman, 
who received the ball in Iiis breast; 
and the other on a gentleman, the as- 
sistant-surgeon of the 88th regiment, 
who sat immediately behind him, and 
who was shot in the head. Notwith- 
standing the wounded state of the 
coachman, he, with great presence 
of mind, held his horses in hand, and 
though the road was very narrow, dex- 
terously turned them round, and drove 
back'to the last stage he had left. In 
the mean time one of the guards de- 
scended from his seat, and r£i to the 
place whfence the shots proceeded, 
but the miscreants could not be dis- 
cerned, and all that remained frtr him 


was to fire in that direction, which he 
did. 

29th.— This evening, about six o’- 
clock, a violent outrage and robbery 
was committed at the house of Ga- 
briel Fisher, Cherry Mount, in the 
county of Waterford, within 4- miles 
of Youghal. As Dennis Fishery son 
of the above-mentioned, was return- 
ing into his father's house by the back 
door, he was seized by three men, 
each armed with two pistols slung in 
a belt, and a short gun : they, with 
two more armed in like manner, who 
now joined the former men, immedi-* 
ately wrested a gun from Fisher, which 
he was then taking into his father’s 
house, and into which they forced 
themselves with him. When in the 
kitchen they asked Fisher where was 
his father ? who replied, he was in the 
parlour with his family; on which 
they rushed into the parlour, where 
Mr and Mrs Fisher, with two young 
ladies, their daughters, and two of 
their grand-children, were. These 
miscreants, on entering the pailour, 
asked the elder Fisher for his arms ; 
he replied he had none ; one of the 
villains then advanced, and, present- 
ing a cocked pistol to the head of this 
aged gentleman, in the presence of 
his wife, daughters, and grand-cliil- 
dren, desired him to kneel down. This 
Mr Fisher refused, adding in a deter- 
mined tone, “ If you mean to shoot 
me, 1 shall receive it standing the 
villain then turned the pistol from the 
direction in which Mr Fisher stood, 
and discharged it against the wall. 
The villains at this period were ob- 
served in the act of relieving their 
sentinel, of whom, as it afterwards 
appeared, numbers were regularly 
posted for a considerable distance 
about the house, and especially od 
the road to Youghal. I hey all ap- 
peareu to have equal commands, and 
asked whjeh of the young ladies would 
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make tea ; the father replied, neither 
of them ; ifpon which one of the gang 
very deliberately took up the kettle, 
and made tea, to which the whole 
party sat down, ate a large hot cake, 
then at the fire, besides all the bread 
and butter at table. They then com- 
mancb^d Mr Fisher to shew them the 
house, in order to see whether there 
were any more arms, exclusive of the 
gun winch they had previously taken 
from Mr Fisher’s son ; this Mr Fisher 
complied with They then*asked for 
spirits, when they were informed by 
Mr Fisher that he had none, except 
a little rum, which was contained in 
a decanter ; this they divided among 
themselves, and, wishing the family 
good night, departed. They then went 
to the house of Mr Power, which they 
plundered of arms, and set the house 
on fire, but it was happily extinguish- 
ed. 

A few days after, the house of the 
Rev. Mr Averill, of Mothill, in the 
county of Waterford, was attacked by 
a gang of armed ruffians, who had the 
almost universally combined objects 
in view', of obtaining money and arms. 
It was not ascertained of how mjmv 
they consisted ; but two of them 
tcred the parlour, one of whom pre- 
sented a pistol at Mr Averill, and de- 
manded his arms and powder. When 
he aSsSured them that he had neither 
arms nor powder, he was compelled 
to attend them over the house, and to 
open lor their inspection every draw- 
er, desk, and cupboard. Disappoint- 
ed in their primary, though not ex- 
clusive design, they demanded the 
price of powder which they thought 
they ought to have found, and robbed 
Mr A. of a small sum of money he had 
in his pocket-book. 

1st. — The trial of Colonel Quintin, 
on the following charges, closed this 
day: — 1. For neglcciing and abun- 

n 


doning his duty as commanding offi- 
cer, and leaving some of the divisions 
without support, while foraging in the 
valley of Macoy. 2. For not making 
such eife(;^ual attempts at the battle 
of Orthes as he ought to have doiiet 
by his presence and personal exer- 
tions, to co-operate with and support 
the divisions of his regiment, the 10th 
hussars. 3. For similar misconduct 
after the battle of Thoulouse. 4. For 
general neglect, and allowing a relax- 
ed state of discipline in his regiment. 

In support of these charges much 
evidence was adduced ; but as it was 
of a description from which none but 
military men, and those too on^the 
spot, or possessing the best informa- 
tion, could arrive at a just conclusion, 
we forbear to detail it. Lieutenant 
Henry Firzclarence, Captain Howard, 
Captain Stewart, Capt. Fitzclarence, 
Captain Harding, Major Jones, Colo- 
nel Palmer, (the prosecutor,) Colonel 
Elley, Lieut. Eversfield, Lord Com- 
bermere, Lord Edw. Somerset, and 
others, gave evidence in support of 
the charges ; a part of which went to 
shew that Colonel Quintin not only 
held back his men in action, but also 
retired himself into the rear ; and the 
rest to prove that he suffered the men 
to commit various excesses with im- 
punity. 

In his defence, Colonel Quintin ur- 
ged, that he had joined his regiment 
though in a state of ill healtli ; that he 
had received the thanks of the com- 
mander of the cavalry for his conduct 
on the very day to which the second 
charge referred ; that it was not his 
duty to engage with the skirmishers, 
or to charge with the first file ; that 
there was much youthful eagechess 
for command in some of the officers ; 
. and that4ie was desirous of diminish- 
ing the frequency of corporal punish- 
ment in the regiment, as well in fur- 
therance of his own ideas, as in com- 
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pliance with the desire of thef illifstri- 
ous personage who commanded the 
regiment, who had ordered tha" a ri- 
gid attention on the part of the officers 
should tried as a substitute fur cor- 
poral punishment. 

Several ^officers gave their opinion 
in favour of Colonel (Suiniin’s general 
conduct ; among them were (j. neral 
Cartwright, General Gran», and the 
Earl of Uxbridge. 'I lie latter said, 
that he considered Ids behaviour equal- 
ly exemplary in the presence of the 
enemy and in the general conduct of 
liis regiment; and mentioned two in- 
stances in which Colonel (^uidtin li ul 
changed and defeated tl)e cnLtny with 
very inferior numbers. 

Colonel Palmer replied to Colonel 
Quintin’s dcd’cncc, that such w’a.s Ins 
luanifest want of energy, that Lord 
Combermere bad observed that ho 
was unfit to command such a regi- 
ment, and attributed it to the colo- 
nel’s ill health; that bis former good 
conduct could not c&tahli.sh his cha- 
racter for ever; that though he did 
not charg'c Colonel Quintin with mis- 
behaviour in the presence of the ene- 
my, yet in effect his conduct was much 
the same, for it wfls of little conse- 
quence whether it originated in want 
of courage or want of officer- like feel- 
ing; that when the French were ad- 
vancing upon tliem, tin y were left by 
Colonel Quintin without orders or sup- 
port ; that he quitted the front t.he 
moment the firing began, and did not 
afterw'ards return ; that the discij)line 
of the regiment was notoriously relax- 
ed ; and tliat without corporal punish- 
ment when in the field, an army would 
be utterly ruined. 

As soon as Colonel Palmer had con- 
cluded, the court w^as cleared. 

19th. SlfiNTLNCE ON GOLONEL 

QuiNTim On lluirsday the lOih 

regiment of hussars was paraded at 
Kumford, when the sentence »f the 


coiirt-m.'irtial, a$ approved by the 
Prince Recent, was read. 

It states in sub^tance that the court 
has found part of the first charge 
proved ; in which it is said, that on 
the 10 h of January, when the regi- 
nu’n» was foraging, the colofiel did not 
make prf>per and rimely arrangenrents 
to secure ihe success of the regiment, 
but neglected and abandoned his, duty 
as cotnmaruling officer, leaving some 
of the divisions w’ithouf support or or- 
ders when attacked hy the enemy.— 
They hono..rahiy acquit him of the 
sectmd and ihiid charges. — Fliey find * 
the f ict stated in the fourth, of a re- 
laxed d'^cipline existing in the regi- 
ment when engaged on foreign ser- 
vice, pioved ; f>Lit in consiiteration of 
the letter of the Duke of VVO'mgton 
conveying a cen-ure on him for the 
same, and also in finding from the 
evidence that tliere was a want of co- 
oporaiion on the part of the officers 
in mamtaini- g the discipline of tl)e 
corps, the court martial uo not think 
It necessary to reprimand the cojonel 
on tins part of the charges, but they 
tiiink it their duty to reprimand hitn 
o;i the part of the first charge, wdiich 
they fiiui to be pr<>ved. 

1 he fdeasurc of the Prince Regent 
w'qs thtn pronounces, which will be 
seen at Itngtii in the following official 
communication 

“ I am to acquaint you, that his 
royal highness the Prince Regent has 
been pleaded, in the name and on tiie 
helialt of his majesty, to approve and 
confirm the finding and sentence of 
the court. 

“ Fiis royal highness has further 
been pleased to copsider, that, when 
the officers of a corps prefer accusa- 
tions affecting the honour and profes- 
sional character of their commander, 
nothing but the most conclusive proof 
of their charges before a court-martial 
can justify a proceeding which must 
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othervdse be so ptefin^ant with mischief 
to the discipline of the army ; and that 
a regard due to the subordination of 
the service must ever attach a severe 
responsibility to subordinate officers 
who become the accusers of their su» 
perior. His royal highness, therefore, 
could not but regj»t that the officers 
of the 10th hussars should have been 
so umpindful of what they owe to the 
first principles of their profession, as 
to assume an opinion of their com* 
raander's personal conduct, which nei- 
ther their general experience of the 
service, nor their knowledge of the 
"alleged facts (as appears from their 
own evidence), could sanction or jus- 
tify,— and which opinion would ap- 
ear, from the proceedings, to have 
een utterly void of foundation, in 
every instance of implied attack or 
insinuation upon that officer’s cou- 
rage and conduct before the enemy, 
as conveyed by the tenour of the se* - 
cond and third charges. 

In allusion to the letter signed 
by the chief part of the officers, and 
in which the present proceedings ori- 
ginated, the Prince Regent has spe- 
cially observed that, exclusive of the 
doubt which may be entertained of 
their capability to form a judgment 
so much beyond the scope of their 
experience in the service, it was wor- 
thy of remark, that some wlio have 
affixed their names to that paper had 
never been with the regiment during 
the period in question, and others had 
ftever joined any military body be- 
yond the depot of their corps; and 
it might thus be deduced, that al- 
though the officers have manifested, 
according to the appropriate remark 
of the court-martial, a want of co- 
operation in support of their com- 
mander’s authority, yet those who, 
have assumed a personal observance 
of Col* Quintin’s conduct, and those 
who, though absent, appear to have 
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acted under a ftiiscbtevous influence, 
by joining in an opinion to his preju- 
dice, have all co-operated in a com- 
pact against their commanding officer, 
fraught wjth evils of the mo^t furi- 
ous tendency to the discipline or the 
service : nor did it escape the notice 
ot his royal highness, that "this accu- 
sation has not been the momentary 
offspring of irritated feelings, but the 
deliberate issue of a long and extra- 
ordinary delay, for which no sufficient 
reasons, or explanation, have been as- 
signed. 

** In this view of the case, (which 
is not paJHated by the very slight cen- 
sure passed on Colonel Quintin upoll 
the I'^t charge) his royal highness’has 
considered that a mark of his displea- 
sure towards those officers is essential 
to the vital interests of the army; and 
that the nature of the combination 
against Colonel Quintin would call for 
the removal from the service of those 
who have joined in it : but as his royal 
highness would willingly be guided by 
a lenient disposition towards a corps 
of officers who have hitherto merited 
his approbation, and would willingly 
believe that inadvertency in some, 
and inexperience .in others, had left 
them unaware of the mischievous ten- 
dency of their conduct upon this oc- 
casion, his royal highness is averse to 
adopt such severe measures as the 
custom of the service in support of 
its discipline usually sanctions, upon 
the failure of charges against a com- 
manding officer. 8till it is essential 
that conduct so injurious in its nature 
should be held forth to the army as a 
warning in support of subordination ; 
and his royal highness lias therefore 
commanded, that the officerswhoaign* 
ed the letter of the 9th of August^shall 
no longer act together as a corps, but 
that they shall be distributed by ex- 
change throughout the different regi- 
ments of cavalry in the service, where 
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it is trusted that they will learn and 
confine themselves to their subordi** 
nate duties^ until their services and 
experience shall sanction their being 
placed in ranks and situations wiiere 
they may be allowed to judge of the 
general and higher duties of the pro* 
fession. • ^ 

The Prince Eegent has been fur- 
ther pleased to observe, that though 
Colonel Palmer did not sign the let- 
ter of the 9th of August, he is, never- 
theless, by hjs declared sentiments on 
the prosecution, and his general con- 
currence in the opinion ot the officers, 
to be considered in the sam^ light as 
if he had put his name to that paper, 
and his royal hi^hncss has therefore 
commanded that he shall also be re- 
moved to another corps. — 1 am, &c. 

(Signed) Frederick, 

Commander-in-chief. 
** To the ad)ulant*general, 

2d. Edinburgh. — ^Singular 

Case. — There is at present confined 
as a prisoner in the Canongatc jail, 
upon a writ at the instance of (ieorge 
Canning, Esq., of Bolton street, Pic- 
cadilly, county of Middlesex, M. P. 
a person of the nunieof VViiliara Ogil- 
vie, designing himself Earl of Findla- 
ter and Jlaron Banffi I'lie ,debt is 
constituted by bond, in tJie English 
form, amounting to 30001.; the hood 
is signed FindJatcr and Band*; it is 
followed up by a decreet before the 
Court of Session, as against William, 
Earl of Findlater ; but the honourable 
plaintiff has, in the writ of caption, 
altered the designation to “ William 
Ogilvie, calling himself Earl of Fiiid- 
laUcr;” and*u[)on that, this i^oi-disant 
pecr^of the realm has been committed 
to prison. Being in a state of great 
poverty, his Lordship of FinUlater 
applied to the magistrates of Canon- 
gate for die benefit of the Scots act, 
1696, commonly called the Act of 
Grace.” This application was sftrenu- 


ously opposed by Mr Canning, on the 
ground that the petitioner was an im- 
postor, and that he had no right to 
the title of Earl of Findlater ; that he 
liad obtained the money from him on 
false pretences, &c, in answer to this, 
it was stated by tlie noble defendant, 
that his title to the earldom of JFind- 
later was undoubted ; that he had 
been regularly served heir by a jury 
before the sheriff ot Banff; that he 
had been countenanced and written 
to as earl by several persons high in 
rank, and who had promised him every 
assistance, with money and otherwise, 
to procure his title to be recognisedT 
by the House of Lords, when in an 
evil hour he became acquainted with 
the plaintiff, Mr Canning, who he- 
sieged him most closely, offering him 
any sum of money, even to the extent 
of 20,0001. if he would use his in- 
fluence to get him returned fora Scot- 
tisii borough, lhat he accordingly 
received 30(X)U for this purpose, gnd 
his friends hncling he had joined with 
Mr Canning, withdrew their counter- 
nance and support fi om him ; in con* 
sequence of which he and his family 
came to poverty ; he could not get 
his title recognised by the House of 
Lords, and his friend Mr Canning lost 
his Scottish borough, and is now also 
minus his 30001. thus lent for elec- 
tioneering purposes. The magistrates, 
in consideration of the whole circum- 
stances of the case, and in respect it 
is alleged by the petitioner, and not 
denied by the otlier party, that he 
granted a bond tor the debt as Earl 
of Findlater, and subscribed the same 
by that signature, and not as William 
Ugilvic designed in the letters of cap- 
tion, modified an aliment of five shil- 
lings per day, to be paid and consign- 
ed to him by the creditor incarcera- 
'tor, and winch he is at present re- 
ceiving. 

An interesting female presented 
herself for relief to the German com- 
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mittee at Baker’s Coffee-house, in 
consequeevpe of grounds she received 
in the late battles fought in the cause 
of Europe against France. She gave 
undoubted proofs of her having fought 
in the ranks in the hard-contested ac- 
tions in tlie vicinity of Leipsic, where 
she received several wounds. She 
was faken to the hospital at Leipsic, 
where her sex was discovered. This 
Amaxtjnian warrior is a German of 
about ^5 years of age: she served 
five years in the army. « 
4th.«-MAiL Coaches. — \ coro- 
ner’s inquest was held before G. 
•Hodgson, Esq., at Hammersmith- 
road, on the hotly of John South- 
combe, of Braitenfleming, Devon- 
shire. The deceased Was travelling 
in a chaise cart, accompanied by his 
brother, towards L mtlon rijey were 
met by three mail coaches, and not- 
withstanding the hollaing of the de- 
• ceased, he w .s run foul of, tf*^ shafts 
broken, and he thrown into Cn road, 
and killed by one of the mails passing 
X)ver his body. The accident hap- 
pened on the 22d ultimo, but the in- 
quest was deferred in order to procure 
witnesses from Bath, &c. — There was 
a wound on the right side of his fore- 
head, about an inch in length, ^uite 
to the bone, but there was no frac- 
ture; the right collar bone was bro- 
ken, as were the three first ribs. — The 
evidence being gone through, Mr 
Hodgson then summed up for the 
jury. The evidence was of the most 
conflicting character ; but unless they 
would believe the guard and coach- 
man, and chose to disbelieve all the 
mass of unquestionable evidence that 
had been adduced on the other side, 
there could not be any doubt. One 
party must have been guilty of the 
grossest perjury ; but he thought it 
was beyond dispute that the mad 
coaches were on the wrong side of 
the road — that they had disdained to 
attend to any cautiooi an^ that they 


had further violated the law by driving 
at art uitmercifiil rate, regardless of 
the lives and comforts of every body 
on the road. But such conduct in 
the drivers of the mail coaches, on 
that road tn particular, had become a 
crying evil, and was the general com- 
plaint of every traveller (m.the road. 
He had occasion \o go that road very 
often, and he never met these mails 
but he was filled with terror. They 
totally neglected to observe the side 
established by law, and scorned to 
listen to cautions ; indeed, because 
they were employed by government, 
and were occupied by government 
business*, they acted as if they deem- 
ed themselves licensed to do ^hat 
they pleased. The abuse, and a great 
one it was, would not be corrected 
till the public took up the business ; 
and he was sure the jury would do 
their duty. There were three courses 
for them to pursue : if they disbelieved 
the guard and coachman, to make a 
deodand of the horses, &c the pro- 
perty of Messrs W^aterliouse and Co.; 
to return a verdict of murder, or of 
manslaughter. The w idow would have 
her action against the proprietors. He 
would not allow the Bath mail coach- 
man, Joseph Akerrnan, to he exa- 
mined, because, as he might be afiecC- 
ed by the verdict, he ought not to be 
called on to criminate himself.— The 
jury almost immediately returned a 
verdict of Manslaughter against Jo- 
seph Akerrnan, driver of the Bath 
mail. The deceased, a most respect- 
able farmer, has left a wife, six child- 
ren, and an infirm mother, to moura 
his loss. 

The coachman was .indicted ^ for 
manslaughter, and acquitted ! 

5th While one of the iarg^pass- 

age boats was crossing from the North 
to the South Queensferry, a very fine 
salmon grilse leaped on board, from 
the windward side, and was immedi- 
atelp secured. It was from the cir- 
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cumstamce of a herrjng leaping on 
boai’d a boat, that the shoate that 
species of fish were first discovered 
to exist in the Forth. 

This day, Mr Harrison, the secre- 
tary, and one of the directors of the 
African Institution, stated, at Bow- 
street office, that he had received in- 
formation that a blflck boy was con- 
fined in chains and otherwise ill treat- 
ed, and solicited assistance from tho 
office, whicli was readily granted. 
Liinberick was sent to a liouse in 
Long- Acre, where he was informed 
that the boy was an apprentice to a Mr 
Denham. Mr Denham told Limbe- 
rick that he would shortly bfing the 
boy ^ to the office, — which he did,— 
and*there stated that the boy was his 
apprentice ; that he had brought him 
from the West Indies; and that he 
had detected him in several pilfering 
acts, and he suspected him to have 
stolen three bottles ot wine ; and in- 
stead of punishing him with charging 
him with the felony, he had deter- 
mined on sending him back to the 
West Indies ; but to prevent him from 
running awny he had chained liirii to 
a table. — The magistrate told him, a 
charge against a boy of robbing him 
would come with a \ery ill grace, as 
he had taken the punishment of him 
into his owm hands, and especially the 
mode of punishment he had adopted 
of putting the buy in chains; and he 
must know that as soon as the boy 
limded in this country he had no 
jK)wer over him as a slave ; which Mr 
Denham acknowledged.— Mr IJarri- 
son then, as Mr Denham had stated 
the boy to be his apprentice, called 
upon him to.produce the indentures, 
whfch Denham did not do —Mr Har- 
rison tthen said, he should take him 
into the institution; and gave Mr 
Denham his card, saying the boy 
should alwiays be forthcoming to an- 
swer any charge whenever he chose 
to call upon him. Denham declared 


he should prosecute him for robbing 
him, and Mr Harrison toojc the boy 
away with him. 

8th. — The Prince Regent went in 
state to open the session of parlia- 
ment. At a quarter pa^t one, his 
royal highness proceeded to St James’s 
Palace, dressed in purple and gold, 
with various orders. The procession 
moved Hirough the state rooms, and 
the prince entered tlic state coHch at 
half past one, accompanied by the 
master of i.thc horse and the lord in 
waiting. The attendants went in four 
carriages with six horses, preceded by 
six trumpeters and a kettle drum. 
The procession was followed by tlie 
foreign ambassadors. His royal high- 
ness’s entrance into the House of 
Peers was announced by a discharge 
of cannon from the Lambeth shore. 

The Prince Regent has fulfilled the 
promise made by him lo the univer- 
sity of jBottingen : he has sent |o it a • 
copy oftivery English work of import- 
ance that has appeared during the last 
ten years. The fine library of Got- 
tingen is now in possession of this 
rich present. 

lltb. — At night a fire broke out at 
the house of Mr Tewson, dealer in 
marine stores, in Narrow-street, Lime- 
house, which for four hours raged 
wiiji great fury. J he fire caught the 
opposite side of the way, and both 
sides enveloped in flames, continued 
burning at the same time. It being 
low water, more than two hours elap- 
sed after the arrival of the engines, 
before one of tlieni could play. In 
the whole, s'xteen houses, besides se- 
veral warehouses, were burnt down, 
among which were the Crown and 
Rodney's Head public houses. The 
flames were not completely got under 
till nine in the morning. Fortunately 
no lives were lost. Ihe fire is sup- 
posed to have been occasioned by an 
apprentice of Mr Tewson’s going into 
the rope-loft with a lighted candle. 
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12th An inquest was held at the 

Garrick’s* Head, Bow-street, on the 
body of Mr Andrew Signey, who died 
^in the passage to the pit of Covent 
Garden theatre, on the preceding 
eveningr Mr Dakin accompanied the 
deceased, on Wednesday evening, to 
the theatre. The deceased had been 
afflicted with an asthmatic complaint 
some*years, and was pressed much by 
the crowd in passing to the pit. Wit- 
ness and deceased were sej)arated in 
the crowd, and as soon as witness saw 
him after their separation, he was lying 
. on his side apparently lifeless. Wit- 
ness raised him, put him into a chair, 
and procured medical aid, but it was 
ineffectual. His temples were lanced, 
but life was gone. A surgeon depo- 
sed, that deceased died in conse- 
quence of a spasmodic affection, in- 
creased by the pressure of the crowd. 
Verdict — Died by the Visitation of 
God. 

13th. — Early this morning, the hon. 
Miss Broderick’s house was entered 
by thieves, by means of a lamplighter’s 
ladder, at the window of the first 
floor ; but their movements in the 
house having awakened the butler, 
who slept in his pantry, he got up, 
having partly dressed himself^ loaded 
a pistol with shot, and proceeded very 
resolutely up the kitchen stairs. On 
opening the dour leading into the hall 
he saw a tall man coming out of the 
front dining-room, with a wax-candle 
lighted in his hand ; he observed him 
examining the clock-case in the hall, 
and while in the act of stooping, the 
butlsjr discharged the pistol at him. 
There is no doubt that he shot him on 
the right side of the face, as he saw 
the robber instantly put his hand to 
that part. He escaped with all possi- 
ble speed by the street-door, which he, 
must have previously unfastened. On 
examining the premises, a quantity of 
blood was discovered in different parts, 
particularly near the door. • The buN 


ler pursued him for some distance, 
calling for assistance, but received 
none ; it was then about five o’clock. 
The butler had a full view of the rob- 
ber, and i|uppo&ed him to be gbout five 
feet ten inches high, thinly made, near 
thirty years of age. He wore a short 
dark coat or jacket, and liad the ap- 
pearance of a lamp-lighter. The lad- 
der by which the robber got in was 
left in front of the house. Informa- 
tion was sent to Bow-street, and Ad- 
kins the officer went and examined 
the premhes; he found a hat and 
shoe, wdiicb had been left in the house 
by the robber in making his escape. 

IThe man was taken in the hospital 
at Birmingham, brought to Loifdon, 
convicted, and hanged.] 

14th. — lioME.-— This day will be a 
memorable one with the society of Je- 
suits. The reception of novices com- 
menced, when Ibrty were admitted. 
Among these was the eldest son of 
Marquis Patriza, a new senator of 
Home; the sou of Marquis Azelio, 
minister extraordinary for Sardinia in 
this city ; and twenty priests, the most 
of whom are public professors at the 
university. 

PoLlCE.-HATTpN-GARDEN.-Mon- 
day, a genteel-looking man, of the 
name of John Barnes, was brought up 
on the following charge ; — Joseph* 
Daniel, a baker, ufMarchniont-street, 
Brunswick-square, deposed, that on 
Sunday, about one o’clock, the priso- 
ner came to his shop, and under pre- 
tence of having a dish at the oven, 
obtained one containing a shoulder of 
mutton and potatoes ; but witness, ha- 
ving some suspicion that it did not be- 
long to him, followed and took Ifiot 
into custody. The prisoner lived at 
No. 22, in Pindar-street, Lucas-street, 
New Rpad. Several gentlemen came 
forward, and gave the prj^oner the 
best of characters, saying that he was 
of a most respectable family, and that 
they Inc w him in his own house when 
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ho was in very optilentcfrcumstances- 

that he had an amiable wife, and a fa- 
mily of six or seven children. The 
prisoner acknowledged that he was 
guilty ; but said that he was compel- 
led to commit the crime through the 
greatest distress, having a sick uife 
and six helpless children, himself re- 
duced to the lowest distress, being 
broken down in the world, out of em- 
ployment, and in a bad state of health; 
that he had not a bed to lie on, but 
himself and family were obliged to 
stretch on the boards, covered with 
an old torn blanket, nor had he even 
a stove in the room ; that neither he 
nor his family had broken their fasts 
sincfe the Thursday before, and this 
act was his only resource to keep them 
from starving. The worthy magi- 
strate felt for him, but was obliged to 
commit him for another examination. 

A subscription was made for Barnes, 
and a considerable sum collected. 

Court of King’s Bench. — George 
Houston was tried for a libel on the 
Christian religion. The attorney-ge- 
neral prayed the judgment of the 
court upon this defendant, who had 
suffered it to pass against him by de- 
&ult, on a criminal information, which 
charged him to be the composer, w^ri- 
ter, printer, and publisher of a blas- 
phemous and profane libel on our Sa- 
viour and the Christian religion, and 
then set out several passages from a 
pamphlet called “AW homo.** These 
ext racts consisted ot arguments against 
and in ridicule of the established reli- 
gion. 

Houston’s affidavit was then read. 
He also put in another, stating that 
the pamphlet had been very little 
circirlatei!, and that its arguments 
were’ not new, but might be bought 
in every bookseller’s sliop,^^ in the 
works of Voltaire and others, for 13s. 
which was the price of Ecce Homo, 

The defendant also put in the affi- 
davit of Mr Joseph Webb, whieft sta- 


ted that the pamphlet was printed 
here in 1797. &c. 

The attorney-general. — As long as 
the judges were sworn to execute 
their office upon that gospel which • 
the defendant bad libelled, long as 
our legal and other proceedings re- 
quired the sanction of an oath, as Jong 
as the Christian religion was that on 
the belief of which we built all our 
consolations here and our liopes''here- 
after, it would be unnecessary to urge 
the justied of the present prosecution. 
The question for the court was. What 
is the character and quality of the de- 
fendant’s offence ? And if the attor- 
ney-general were disposed to present 
it in the most unfavourable light, he 
should make use of the defendant’s 
own affidavits. It appeared by the af- 
fidavit on the part of the prosecution, 
that the defendant was in possession 
of the only copy of this pamphlet, and 
was applied to by Eaton to furnish 
him with the instrument of mischief, 
and to prepare it for the prc'ss, by 
making it as little objectionable as 
possible, without altering its charac- 
ter, and to incorporate with it new 
materials furnished by himself; and 
for the loan of Eaton’s name as pub- 
lisher, the defend.mt and the printer 
were to give him (X)!. per cent, and 
afterwards divide the profits between 
them ; and tliat the defendant had ac- 
knowledged himself to the printer as 
the author of the work, had sent in 
an introduction to it in his own hand- 
writing, had paid the printer money 
for executing bis task, and had said 
that he had before published the ^ ork 
in Scotland. It also appeared, that 
for the loan of Eaton’s name the de- 
fendant had agreed to give (>01, per 
cent. As to tlie statement which the 
^defendant had made, that the work 
had been but little advertised, there 
was a very good reason for that, for 
the proprietors of newspapers had had 
notice, that if they published adver- 
8 
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tisements of such publication they 
would be liable to prosecution. But 
part after part of the work was in fact 
advertised, although the proprietors 
of newspapers knew that Eaton was 
in prison; and the attorney-general 
warned '^lii those who might be in 
possession of copies of this work now, 
that if they di^posed of them, he 
should file as many informations as 
there rvight be such depositions made. 

Mr Brougham attempted a defence 
in mitigation of Houston's punish- 
ment, who had admitted the crimina- 
lity of his conduct, by allowing judg- 
ement to pass by default. The sen- 
tence of the court was, that the de- 
fendant should pay to the king a fine 
of tiOOl. and be imprisoned in New- 
gate two years. 

17th.— Two officers of the excise, 
Haynes and Racey, were sentenced 
to be transported beyond the seas for 
seven years, tor having taken larger 
sums of money from several victual- 
lers than they had a right to by the 
law. 

Alexander M‘Rae, well known for 
the share he had in De Berenger'a 
stock exchange fraud, was brought 
up, and sentenced to be imprisoned 
one year in the King's Bench. 

18th. — Edinbukgh — A smart frost 
having set in on Sunday, a number 
of boys from Leith school assembfed 
at Lochend this day, to* enjoy tlie di- 
version of sliding. They chiefly kept 
by the margin of the loch, as the ice 
had not attained sufficient strength, 
but one of them, more adventurous 
than his companions, rashly rushed 
towards its centre, when, as his velo- 
city diminislted, he instantly went 
down— fortunately the water was on- 
ly up to his shoulders. Another boy, 
proceeding to his assistance, also' fell 
in, but into deeper water, although; 
only a few feet from him. An alarm- 
having by this time been given, seve- 
Yai workmen, employed at the water- 


house, launched the boat, and f gen- 
tleman, with a fin'e Newfoundland dog, 
being also most fortunately present, 
they lost not a moment in repairing 
to the spot. The sagacious animal, 
eager to hglp, made towards ^he boy 
who was in the most imminent danger, 
and seizing him, would have instantly 
carried him out, but was im\>eded by 
the surrounding ice. Here he sus- 
tained him, however, and the boat ha- 
ving made its way through, they were 
all rescued, and taken on board. The 
meritorious conduct of the workmen 
is deserving of every commendation, 
for had it not been for their aid, so 
promptly and praiseworthily rendered, 
a few minutes more would have deter- 
mined the fate of the boy and his*ca- 
nine deliverer. 

Circular letter respecting hackney- 
coaches : — 

Hackne^coach^office^ Nov* 18, 1814. 

Sir, — 1 am directed by the commis- 
sioners of hackney-coaches to inform 
you, that in consequence of the nu- 
merous complaints which have been 
made to them by their inspectors, and 
also by communications from other 
quarters, of the very dirty, ruinous, 
and disgraceful state of many of the 
hackney-coaches ^ow in use in this 
metropolis, they have been under the 
necessity of coming to the following 
resolutions, viz. : — That, in future, if 
any complaint shall be made and pro- 
ved against an owner for suffering hie 
coach to appear in the streets in the 
condition above described, after the 
expiration of one month from the date 
of this letter, he will either have bis 
license revoked, or be deprived of it 
till he shall have procured a coach fit, 
in every respect, for the ‘accommoda- 
tion of the public. This resolution^ 
will apply not only to the internal but 
also to 4he external state and appear- 
ance of your coach. With respect to 
the horses, no excuse can hereafter 
be i^mitted, should they be found 



€lii EDINBURGH ANNUAL 

not to be of a proper size and strength 
to perform their work: So iQan}^ cora- 
plunts have been made to the com- 
missioners of cruelty having been ex- 
ercised towards these animals, and of 
their miserable and half-starved ap- 
pearance, which so frequently excite 
tlie pity and indignation of the public, 
that any bwner against whom a com- 
plaint of this kind shall be made and 
proved, will be considered an unlit 
person to have a license, and will be 
deprived of it accordingly : — And if 
any owner shall employ a person to 
drive his coach after he has been con- 
victed of wanton cruelty to hia horses, 
he will be considered as countenan- 
cing such cruelty, and will have his 
license taken from him. I have fur- 
ther to add, that these measures, re- 
lating to the bad state of your coach 
and horses, would have been adopted 
before, had not the commiasioners 
been aware, that some degree of in- 
dulgence was necessary to enable the 
owners to work their coaches during 
the late extreme pressure of the times, 
in consequence of the high price of 
horse provender; but as this reason 
does not at present exist, 1 am direct- 
ed to acquaint you that the resolutions 
above-mentioned w^ill be strictly en- 
forced. 

By order of the commissioners, 

M. Gent, Registrar. 

21st. — Glasgow. — On Thursday 
night, about seven o’clock, a coach- 
man, of intemperate habits, was found 
strangled in one of the stalls of tlie 
Buck’s Head inn stables, Glasgow^ 
Tins is as singularr a case of suicide as 
ever was recorded. Having taken the 
horses band, and added to it a piece 
of rope to rmake it suit his neck, he 
must. have lain deliberately down, at 
length, in the stall, with his head un- 
der the crib, and pulled the rppe un- 
til he was suffocated. What is singu- 
lar, his wife, about a twelvemonth 
ago, also committed suicide, byiiang- 
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ing herself from a bed-post, which wag 
not high enough to admit of her ta- 
king her feet from the ground. 

25th.-— Hawick.- — Last night a 
most alarming fire took place in this 
town. It broke out in a back house, 
opposite the Cross, belonging to Mr 
James Scott, tobacconist. The fire 
was accidental, but it is not known in 
what part of the house it originated* 
It was first observed about nine o’- 
clock, at which lime it had made con- 
siderable progress. Volumes of flame 
were bursting from every part of the 
building, and the fire had every ap- 
pearance of communicating with the, 
adjoining houses ; but by the great 
exertions of the inhabitants, and by 
means of the fire-engine, which was 
wrought with great effect, it was con- 
fined to the building in which it ori- 
ginated. The flames were got under 
^out 12 o’clock, but not till the house 
was eniirely consumed ; and that two 
fine children, belonging to Charles 
Scott, labourer in Hawick, perished 
in the flames. By this fire, several 
industrious people have sustained 
great loss. 

i^tb. — In consequence of nume- 
rous robberies in the town and neighr 
bourhoocl, the Glasgow Board of Po- 
lice have ordered their patrole to be 
increased to their present number 
being 24. I hey enter on their duty 
at four o’clock atiernoon. 

On ^Sunday last, between the hours 
of three and four o’clock in the after*^ 
noon, as a young girl was returning 
from her mother’s house, in Anders- 
ton, near Glasgow, to her service in 
liutherglen, about Little Govan, she 
was attacked by a man and a woman. 
The woman held her by the hands, 
and the man stripped her to the shift, 
with the expectation of getting some 
money, but they were happily disap- 
pointed. However, they carried oS 
her clothes, and the poor girl imme- 
diately returned home, a strange spec- 
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tacle to the people coming out of the 
church, having nothing on but her 
shift and under-petticoat. 

Monday night, about seven o’clock, 
a woman, belonging to Rutherglen, 
was attacked by two men, near Nel- 
son’s monument, Glasgow, and robbed 
af five shillings, and a basket, contain- 
ing aome yarn. They afterwards took 
oft* her petticoat and duffle cloak ; and 
as sha was crying out, they said they 
would soon make her quiet, and im- 
mediately took her to the, river and 
threw her in. Fortunately the noise 
she made drew people to her assist- 
, ance ; and she was taken out without 
any other injury tlian what she had 
sustained from the blows of the rob- 
bers. She remained in great distress 
all night in the Humane Society 
lodge. 

On Friday evening, an elderly man, 
walking leisurely along the Gallow- 
gate, Glasgow, was suddenly made up 
to by four young lads, one of whom 
took him about the neck, and turned 
him twice round, to the great appa- 
rent amusement of tlie other tiiree, 
who crowded about them ; after which 
the whole went off, without hurry, and 
seemingly much pleased with their 
fun. The gentleman, whose hat had 
fallen off^ and who was considerably 
offended at this rudeness, did not for 
a short time discover, that, during the 
frolic, his watch bad been carried off’. 
Having announced liis loss to three 
young men wlio happened to be stand- 
ing by, and had seen the affair, tliey 
immediately gave chase to the rob- 
bers, who were still in sight, and over- 
took and secured the person who had 
played the principal part in the affair. 
He was taken to the police office, 
where he was recognised as John 
M‘Neil, alias Teapot, an old offender, 
well known in Glasgow about two< 
years ago, since then imprisoned at 
Edinburgh tor theft. Teapot denied 
all acquaintance with the other three, 


who escaped into the Calton, and ona 
of wliom must be possessed of the 
watch, as it was not found upon the 
prisoner. 

A swindler, of more than usual pre- 
tensions, was detected at Glasgowdast 
week. On Thursday the tiJkth ultimo^ 
a letter, purporting to bg from her 
husband, then rft Greenock, was re-*‘ 
ceived by Mrs John Robertson, York- 
street, directing her to give the bearer, 
John Wright, Esq., linens, his great 
coat, and wdiatever he might stand in 
need of, to assist him on his way to 
England. A few minutes afterwards, 
Mr Wright called personally' (for he 
had sent the letter by a porter) on 
Mrs R. when she gave him two shirts, 
six neckcloths, two handkerchiefs, and 
a superfine brown great coat. At two 
o’clock he called at Mr Smith’s vint- 
ner Broomielaw, dre^^sed with the 
coat, and carrying a bundle, and re- 
quested Mrs Smith to give him 101. 
for Mr Robertson ; which sum wa* 
refused, as she did not know him. He 
had just left Mr S.’s when Mr Robert- 
son, who had returned from Greenock, 
entered, and stated the fraud respect- 
ing his great coat, shirts, Slc, In con- 
sequence of which a search w as imme- 
diately .>et on foot to apprehend the 
swindler ; and, about nine o’clock, he 
was discovered in a house at the foot, 
of the quay, undressing for bed. He 
was taken to the police office. 

AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 

The general tenor of the month of 
November has been mild and open, 
and hence agricultural operations are 
well advanced. A good deal of rain 
has fallen during the montli, and (he 
pasture fields afford a fuller bite for 
cattle tlianduring the summer drought. 
The season has, however, been rather 
urifavoLfrablc lor committing to the 
ground a few patches of wheat, which 
remained to be sown after the green 
crop,«and we are happy to remark. 
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that this bad practice is generally 
given up. • 

The forebodings of a few interested 
reporters have completely failed, and 
the crop, upon trial, the surest of all 
tests, has been found abundant — 
Hence the prices of all kinds of grain 
have consi^Jerably declined during the 
month. Grain has lilrcady come to 
market with greater alacrity than for 
several years past. Farmers appear 
now convinced, that the late exorbN 
tant prices have vanished with the 
causes that produced themy and that 
the price of grain will adapt itself to 
the peace establishment, and it would 
be an act of imperious justice, as well 
as of sound policy, were proprietors 
of land to reduce their rents to the 
same level. Without this indulgence, 
many respectable individuals, who 
took farms at an extravagant rent, 
when grain fetched double its present 
price, mu^t be completely ruined, and 
the deluded and impolitic proprietor 
must take the farms into his own hand, 
or let them at what they will bring. 
It is self-evident, that no tenant cun 
pay more than his farm produces, and, 
when the struggle has e idently be- 
come ruinous and impossible, certain- 
ly the tenant, who *lias sacrificed his 
capital, his enterprise, and the vigour 
of his life, is, in justice and equity, 
clearly entitled to the first, as well as 
the greatest indulgence. 

Fat cattle are in demand, and bring 
a fair price; but lean stock, of all 
kinds, are low in price, and little 
sought after. Indeed, it is not un- 
likely but fat cattle may keep high 
through the season, as we have by no 
mqans the quantity of this description 
as in ordinary seasons, owing to the 
loss of the turnip crop in winter J813, 
and the last summer’s severe drought. 
No apprehension of a scarcity * of win- 
ter-keep » entertained. 

November 30, 1814. 
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Ist. — This day, (Sunday,) in the 
evening, an immense congregation as- 
sembled in the methodist chapel, in 
Oldham-street, Manchester, ‘lo hear 
the sermon about to be delivered m 
commemoration of the late Dr Coke, 
who some time since died on his pas-* 
sage to India, for the purpose of pro- 
pagating the gospel. While the as- 
semblage ^as awaiting the commence- 
ment of the service, a false alarm was 
spread by some mischievous person, 
that the gallery was giving way. The 
entire crowd rushed immediately to- 
wards the outlets with such violence, 
that several persons were thrown down 
and trodden upon ; among wlmm were 
two women, who died a few minutes 
after. Several persons were severely 
bruised. The alarm was entirely with- 
out foundation, the gallery being per- 
fectly safe. 

This day the lunatic asylum of Glas- 
gow was opened for patients. After 
hearing a most excellent and very ai)- 
propriate discourse by the Rev. Dr 
Balfour, the magistrates and council, 
accompanied by the directors, pro- 
ceeded to the asylum for lunatics, 
w'iih which, after a minute examina- 
tio.n, they expressed their highest sa^ 
tislaction. 'riie collection amounted 
to the very liberal sum of 1411. 17s. 

3d. — John Hinckley, Esq. F.A.S* 
a gentleman 50 years of age, of a most 
eccentric character, keeping a set of 
chambers in Gray’s Inn, where he re- 
sided, and who had been missing since 
August last, was found dead on Friday 
evening, under circumstances similar 
to the late Mr Elwes. Mr Hinckley 
was well known in the neighbourhood 
for his penurious habits. If he heard 
•that bread was to rise the next day, 
he went the preceding evening for a 
loafj in order to save a farthing. Ha 
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rose every rooming in summer about 
three o’cl(»ck, and put on his plaid 
cloak, and walked round the square, 
in order to pick up any thing lying 
there. He had three sets of cham- 
bers in the Temple, and was supposed 
to very opulent circumstances, 
liaving a brother residing at No. 32, 
Guihlford-street ; but beint; of so re- 
served and penurious a disposition, no 
personVas acquainted with his man- 
ner of living. He provided every ne- 
cessary he wanted, and nevd* permit- 
ted any one to enter his chambers* 
Not having been seen for nearly four 
^months, it was supposed he had gone 
on a visit to some friends in Scotland; 
but time passing, and no account be- 
ing heard of him, the porters of the 
inn proposed on Friday evening to 
enter his chamber. Four of them, by 
means of a ladder, accordingly enter- 
ed at the window. The curtains of his 
bed were close drawn, but, on throw- 
ing them back, the deceased was found 
without life in the bed ; the body pu- 
trid and dried up. On the windows 
were large carrion flies. Such was 
the state of the body that it could not 
be identified, and there is no doubt he 
died in August last, at the time he was 
first missed. — A coroner’s inquest was 
held on Saturday. There was no sus- 
picion of the deceased having bebn 
murdered, the fore doors being ail 
locked, and the keys in his bed-room. 
It was supposed, from the recluse life 
be led, that he was taken ill, and ha- 
ving no person to attend on him, he 
lost his life. After a considerable time 
the jury returned a verdict of- — Died 
by the visitation of God. 

4th — Last week, one Hasson was 
attacked near Lyng, on his way Vrom 
Baliymullans fair, near Londonderry, 
Ireland, in open day, and within view, 
of several persons digging potatoes, 
and not twenty yards from houses, 
and was deliberately murdered by 
ruffians. One of them knocked him 


down wit^ some heavy weapod^ and 
others beat him with bludgeons until 
life was extinct, while the potatoe- 
diggers stood aloof with their spades 
in their hands, regardless of his cries 
for assist ante. Those who witnessed 
the shocking scene deny all know- 
ledge of the murclprers ; and notwith- 
standing the exertions of the magis- 
trates, they had not been identified, 
in a neighbourhood where every in- 
dividual is almost universally known. 
Hasson was reputed to have been an 
Orangeman. 

5th. — Three merchants in Africaa 
slave-trading have been brought from 
Sierra Leone in the Ariel, and lodged 
in Portsmouth gaol, in order to their 
being sent to New South Wales for 
fourteen years, tijat being the sen- 
tence of punishment passed upon them 
after their trial at Sierra Leone. Their 
names are, James Dunbar, a Spaniard; 
Malcolm Brodie, a native of Manches- 
ter ; and Geo. Cooke, an American. 

Court of King’s Bench. — Dy- 
OTT, Esq. V, Dunn. — ^This was an ac- 
tion for criminal conversation, to which 
there was no defence* The plaintiff is 
a major-general, stationed at Lich- 
field ; and the defendant was once an 
attorney, but since set up as a surgeon 
at B.ith, where he visited the plaintiff’s 
wife professionally. She is a woman 
of family, and has three children by 
the plaintiff, with whom it was proved 
she had always lived very happily till 
her meeting with the defendant at 
Bath, ^he has a settlement of more 
than 8001. per annum, and 10,0001* 
at her own disposal ; and the defend- 
ant, being a man of broken fortune, 
ran away with her; he had been •in 
the habit of riding out with her ia her 
carriage, and in this manner they left 
Bath together, and came up to Lon- 
don, where the defendant ^was soon 
arrested for debt, and is now in pri- 
son, the plaintiff’s wife being proved 
to ha?e lived with him ever since i« 
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adultly, aad to have been let out of 
the prison by the turnkey at 8 o’clock 
this morning. 

The jury, being charged by Lord 
Ellenborough as to the indefensible 
nature of this case, and the magni- 
tude of the plaintiif’s loss, found their 
verdict for Iiim — Damages 50001. 

6th. — ^The house of Michael M‘Ni- 
chol of Glack, within four miles of 
Newtownlimavady, Ireland, was lately 
broken open by a body of armed men. 
M‘Nichol having been a sliort time 
before robbed of his arms, was inca- 
pable of making any defence, and the 
merciless banditti, after breaking his 
wife’s arm, and cruelly wounding se- 
veral of his children, murdered him- 
aeif, and afterwards mangled his body 
ID a shocking manner. Tw^o causes 
are assigned for this barbarous act: 
M*Nichol having refused to become 
a member of a treasonable association, 
and his having taken the farm he oc- 
cupied after another man had been 
dispossessed of it. 

7th.— A transport which sailed from 
Cork, and was supposed to have been 
lost in her passage to Quebec, with 
487 soldiers, and 248 women and chil- 
dren on board, has been heard of. The 
Crocodile frigate, on approaching the 
desolate island of Anticosta, observed 
a part of the crew of the transport on 
shore, where she had been wrecked, 
and succeeded in bringing away the 
survivors, who had been on the island 
thirty-seven days. 

An inquisition was held last week 
at Ashton-upon-Mersey, upon the bo- 
dies of a young woman and her infant 
child, found drowned in the Mersey. 
The deceased had been courted by a 
young man, by whom she had the 
child, and was afterwards slighted by 
him, and resolved to drowq herself 
and the infant. Tlie jury brought in 
a verdict^Lunacy^ 

8th— An inquest was held at the 
Crown, Westminster Bridge, dn the 


body of John Stevenson, late a sad« 
dier in Westminster Road, who was 
killed on Tuesday by Zephyr, the stag 
at Astley’s theatre* Mr Parker, one 
of the proprietors of the theatre, sta- 
ted, that he had the care of^he stag, 
which belongs to a foreigner 
Gamier, now in France. Gamier had 
been applied to several times to take 
the animal away, but neglected to do 
so : it was kept in a stall near the sta- 
bles. On T uesday last witness was pre- 
paring tl> feed it with turnips, when 
he saw the deceased, who liad been 
employed last summer to make a col- 
lar or halter for the stair. Finding it 
was tight, the animal having grown 
fat, he called to Stevenson, and asked 
if it could not be altered. Deceased 
said it could. After a few minutes 
conversation, they went towards the 
stall, and on the approach of Mr Ste- 
venson, the stag made a dart at him, 
fixed him with his horns against the 
wall, and gored him. I'he witness 
having a stick, beat the stag, and for- 
ced him to quit the deceased. Ste- 
venson then appeared with his body 
bent to the ground, a profusion of 
blood issued from the wound, and in 
a sliort time after the accident he 
expired. Witness had, previous to 
the accident, told him the animal was 
diingerous. Mr Cook, surgeon, West- 
minster Road, deposed, that he was 
required by a messenger, about one 
o’clock on Tuesday, to go to Astley’s, 
a serious accident having taken place. 
He found Mr Stevenson lying on a 
shutter ; he had received a wound on 
the superior and anterior part of the 
thigh, in the direction of the femoral 
artery two inches and a half in depth, 
and no doubt there was a division of 
the femoral artery and femoral vein* 
Arterial action had ceased, and, from 
the nature of the injury, he considered 
the wound mortal; deceased was placed 
in a warm bath, but not by the direction 
of Mr Cook. Verdict, Accidental dmtlu 
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The stag is forfeited to the archbishop 
of Canterbury as a deodand. Ten 

S ounds are to be given as an equiva- 

jnt. 

An inquest was held at the Kettle 
and Gridiron, Harrow Road, on the 
bodiee^df Mr and Mrs Eaton, who 
a shop there for twenty years, 
and were found murdered in their 
shop. Mr Eaton was suspended from 
a scale*beani with his throat cut, and 
Mrs Eaton on her bed, with her throat 
cut from ear to ear. Some «and was 
found on the soles of Eaton’s shoes, 
and it is supposed he went backwards 
after murdering Mrs Eaton. Ihey 
had been married fifty-two years, and 
were above seventy years old. They 
had lived happy, but liis behaviour ot 
late was rather insane.— Verdict, Iri~ 
sanih/. 

Court of Chancery. — On Wed- 
nesday Mr Sliadwell moved, on the 
petition of the nearest friend of Miss 
Ann Wade, heiress and a ward of 
chancery, 17 yeai's of age, but pos- 
sessed of an income of 50001. a year 
in her own right, for process of con*- 
tempt against Charles H. Biuseley, son 
of the Rev. Mr Baseley, and his asso- 
ciates, for breach of an order and in- 
junction issued heretofore to restrain 
the said C. H. Baseley from prosecu- 
ting his illicit courtship with the ward. 
There were previous and private pro- 
ceedings before the chancellor, to pre- 
vent such unlawful intended union, 
when the case was discovered approxi- 
mating to matrimony, and the order 
prohibited further intercourse, either 
in person or by letter ; but the lover 
had conveyed a letter through the 
maid-servant to the lady, and had of- 
fered a bribe of one thousand pounds 
to a Bow-street ofiicer for his assist- 
ance in gaining possession of her in 
violation of the order of court. The 
letter was produced and read ; but an 
obstacle occurred to the motion, on 
want of proof of tlic hand^writing. 


dvii 

which induced the chancellor *to di<- 
rect enquiry to be made for the late 
school-fellows of Mr B. to prove the 
hand- writing, or among tradesmen 
supplying him with articles of neoea^ 
series, froifi whom the required evi« 
dence could easily be founa ; and ll»» 
motion was suspended for af few days 
for that purpose. His lordship regret- 
ted this defect, and added, that he 
should show many their error respect- 
ing the extent of jurisdiction of this 
court in such cases, since he felt in- 
clined, on the verification of the 
charges, to hand ever the same as 
sufficient for a criminal prosecution 
for conspiracy to the attorney-gene- 
ral ; the consequence of a conviction 
on which would subject the principal 
and accomplices to punishment more 
aifiicting to the feelings of many per- 
sons than imprisonment or transporta- 
tion, and ordered diligence to be used 
in proving the hand-writing, and the 
motion to be brought on as quickly 
as possible. 

9th. — This evening, about seven 
o’clock, Lynn was thrown into alarm 
by the sudden appearance of the Brun- 
swick hussars, from the horse barracks, 
under a supposition, from orders they 
had received, that there was a riot ; 
but it appeared that an express had 
arrived from the mayor, requesting 
the assistance of a detachment of dra- 
goons, as a disturbance had broken 
out amongst the sailors in the mer- 
chants’ service, and the military were 
marched off in that direction* It is 
reported that the merchants signified 
on Thursday last their intention of 
reducing the wages of seamen from 
five pounds to four pounds the voy- 
age, and on the refusal of some of 
them, and their using strong languagei 
^two were^committed to gaol. On Fri- 
day morning several hundred assem- 
bled, and proceeded to the gaol, and, 
afiter assaulting the mayor and consta- 
bles, fdirced the door with the boom 



driii EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, [Dec. 10. 


of a vessel, and released the, prisoners* 
They also stopped all vessels from pro* 
ceeding to sea, and obliged the crews 
to leave the ships. On Sunday last 
two trocfps of the 5th dragoons march- 
ed from Ipswich, through Stowmarket 
and Thetford, for Lynn ; and on Mon* 
day last about fifty pf the Bedford nw- 
litia passed through Bury in waggons, 
from Colchester, to suppress the riot 
among the sailors, but which has hap- 
pily subsided without bloodshed. 

Sheriff's Court Before a Jury. 

10th. — The Earl of Roseberry 
V. Sir Henry Mildmay, Bart — 
The Earl of Roseberry having brought 
an Uction against Sir Henry Mildmay, 
for criminal conversation with his wife, 
in which he laid the damages at 80,0001. 
judgment had been allowed to go by 
default, whereupon the writ of enqui- 
ry into the damages sustained by the 
plaintiff, in consequence of which they 
were now assembled, had been issued. 

The attorney-general opened the 
case with great ability, and proved 
his case by witnesses; after which 
Mr Brougham said, though he stood 
there outwardly as the advocate for 
the defendant, be begged they would 
dismiss from their minds any suspicion 
that he was about to offer a captious 
or a cavilling defence. No such thing : 
such an intention was the furthest from 
his purpose. He had the happiness, if 
at that moment he might call it a hap- 
piness, to be acquainted not with one 
only of the three noble houses whose 
character and feelings and interests 
were mingled in the present cause, 
but with ail ; he might boast the ho- 
R&ur of a close intimacy with all of 
them, and he was proud to acknow- 
ledge the profound esteem he felt for 
all: indeed he now found hinvself in the, 
distracting predicament, that he knew 
not for which of them his esteem and 
liis attachment were the greatest. In 
consequence of that situatioA, how- 
ever, in which he stood, and of those 


feelings which such a situation might 
naturally be expected to •create, he 
was the more artxious to render what 
little aid he could give to the gentle- 
men of the jury, in enabling them to 
deliver a verdict which might assuage, 
as far as any verdict could 
the a£3iction and sorrow which had 
been produced by the melancholy 
transaction then before them. But if 
they guided themselves by all that 
had fallen from his learned friend, if 
they sinfply trusted to his inflamed 
and exaggerated statements, height- 
ened by all those powers of eloquence 
which he so well knew how to employ, 
they would not satisfy the justice of 
the case, they wouki not render that 
service to all the branches of the three 
noble houses which was sought for, 
nor would they render that service to 
the noble client of his learned friend, 
which he knew ha was alone desirous 
to obtain. Sir H. Mildmay entered 
so completely into the feelings of the 
noble plaintiff, that he desired they 
would give him no ambiguous com- 
pensation. While, however, they dealt 
out to the plaintiff those just but mo- 
derate damages which the nature of 
the case required, they were to guard 
against such heavy and excessive ones 
as would carry misery and ruin into 
Otoe branch of that great house, which 
would cut off its capital member, and 
drive him into hopeless exile from his 
country during tlie rest of his life. 
That w as a proportion of punishment 
which he was sure the case itself did 
not demand, which no one could wish, 
and which he firmly believed not even 
the noble plaintiff himself desired. 
With regard to that noble plaintiff, 
his instructions bound up his hands, 
and he was forbidden to utter a word, 
to breathe a single syllable which 
might be construed into the slightest 
allusion to the conduct of Lord Rose- 
berry. An advocate knew no feelings 
but those of his client, and therefore 
he was silent. Overcharged commejite 
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weakened more than they benefited a 
cause^ though nothing was more com- 
mon than for an advocate to fail into 
the error of pourtraying a present case, 
merely because it was a present one, 
as the most atrocious, the most dread- 
fuh. tile most horrible, the most abo- 
"minablo, that had ever before been 
known. Such indiscriminate appeals 
were most injuriou*^, not only to the 
gener^, but even to the individual 
interests of justice; and in the pre- 
sent case the exaggeration Vas most 
obvious. They had frequently heard, 
and those walls had frequently wit- 
*xie8sed, cases of atrocity to which the 
present bore no resemblance. They 
had seen instances where an indivi- 
dual had devoted his whole life to the 
undoing of some unwary female, inca- 
pable at the same time of love, inca- 
pable of any passion but lust, gazing 
with libidinous eyes round the orna- 
ments of society, and, satiated with 
indulgence, stinging into activity ap- 
petites dull from torpor ; reol spoilers 
of female innocence, who added to 
the zest of guilt the savage delight of 
triumphing with unmanly exultation 
over their victims. The records of 
that court testified to another case, of 
a man who, for a wauer, undertook to 
accomplish the ruin of a matron ; he 
, succeeded, and met the punishmeht 
he deserved. Thank God, such cases 
were indeed rare ; but others were 
not, where the husband was related 
to the seducer by ties of blood, where 
the seducer himself was a married 
man, and thus guilty of a double adul- 
tery. Here there was no plighted 
faith, no blood -relationship, no at- 
tempt to palm upon the husband a 
spurious bastard issue. He begged he 
might not be misunderstood. He did 
not mean to deny, because there were 
none of those aggravations, that there- 
fore there was no guilt; he did not 
mean to deny that a crime was com- 
mitted ; the record proved the con- 


trary; dQd if irdid not, he diould be 
ashamed if he attempted to delude 
their common sense by arguing that 
no criminality existed. But he would 
say, that when his learned f^end ex- 
tended to*the offence of the defend- 
ant that extremity of censure which 
he had applied, tand called for that 
severity of punishment, he performed 
the very worst service he could to the^ 
general cause of justice and morality. 
He appealed to the jury, whether the 
attorney-general could have depicted 
the defendant’s conduct in more vivid 
colours, whether he could have called 
down ampler damages, if he (Sir H. 
Mildraay) had stood before them a 
hoary-headed adulterer, practising*up- 
on the senses of his victim, allied to 
the husband by ties of blood, himself 
a married man, seeking to impose up- 
on the injured party a spurious pro- 
geny, and not making the deluded 
woman even his mistress, but only the 
minister of his own unnatural and im- 
potent lust. Was that, however, the 
case of the defendant i Was it not, 
on the contrary, the very reverse, 
and without one lineament of resem- 
blance? — He wished, however, that 
the jury would consider what damages 
such a case, if it came before them, 
would deserve, and, deducting the dif- 
ference from the damages now asked, 
assign it as an adequate compensation 
for the one then before them. They 
had heard the connection which sub- 
sisted between the parties ; it was one, 
not of blood, but merely of marriage. 
The attorney-general, however, cha- 
racterized the crime of the defendant 
by the epithet of multiplied ince.^t,” 
because Sir Henry Mildmay had bedn 
married to a sister of Lady iloseuorry, 
while another sister was married lo a 
brother yf the defendant. How his 
learned friend, with h s acQusLomed 
accuracy, came to make such an as- 
sertion. he knew not; but it did so 
happen there was no multiplied incest 
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at all. Had Sir Henry Milclniay mar- 
ried one sister, and his brother ano- 
ther, and the defendant had seduced 
the wife of his brother, then, indeed, 
there i^<juld have been some room for 
such a phrase. But as to tlie question 
of incest itself, his learned friend could 
not but Wnow, that* if a man married 
his wife’s sister after the death of hi^ 
wife, no incest was committed. IVftn’s 
feelings were not so repugnant to that 
species oi relationship as to justify his 
learned friend’s expressions, whatever 
technical and precise distinctions pre- 
vailed in the law with respect to it, by 
which marriages so contracted became 
null and void, if challenged. The very 
corfdection, however, that subsisted be- 
tween the defendant and Lady Rose- 
berry, became the snare into which 
they both unhappily fell. When he 
lost his wife, an amiable and lovely 
Vroman, he sought consolation in the 
company of her sister, who bore a 
strong resemblance to his departed 
lady ; and it was not very unnatural, 
though much to be lamented, that 
love should have arisen out of such a 
case. It happened that Lady Rose- 
berry loved her sister as artlently as 
her husband had done, and to console 
him for his loss became a melancholy 
satisfaction to her. Thus those two 
oung persons, in the height of blood, 
ad by degrees their feelings so exci- 
ted, their fancies so exalted, chat their 
judgment was laid asleep, and they 
knew not the awful precipice upon 
which they stood. He had a right to 
say their Judgment was lulled asleep, 
for it was even so with Lord Rose- 
berry himself, who was free from that 
gleatest of all deluders, self-delusion, 
an(K:on(ided in that relationship which 
had betrayed the defendant, and the 
unhappy lady, his partner ip the of-, 
fence, fhey awoke at last from their 
trance ; and if he were permitted, he 
could produce numberless letters and 
numerous witnesses, which woufd prove 


the agony, the sorrow, the wretchednesl^ 
which the conviction of theif transgres-^ 
sion had excited in their minds. He 
should be asked, perhaps, why, when 
they discovered tht'ir error, they did 
not at once come to the resolution of 
abandoning it. But that very rdtnedy 
pre-supposed the offence. Happy had 
It been for the.n if any strong neces- 
sity, any over-ruling power, ha^d step- 
ped in to check thoir mad, their infa- 
tuated career. He knew but one per- 
son in the world who could effectually 
have done so : but his hands were tied 
up, and he could not tell the jury who^ 
that person was, because he was en- 
joined not to breathe even a whisper 
which might affect the conduct of the 
plaintiff. He could not tell them what 
effects might have followed from that 
interposition, if it had been exerted 
in 1813; what beneficial result might 
have ensued, if, instead of a condi- 
tional veto, a positive prohibition of 
intercourse between the defendant and 
Lady Koseberry had been pronounced. 
He deplored, without blaming, that 
such was not done ; he w'as sorry that 
some such precautionary measures as 
were so wisely resorted to between 
the Tuesday and the Saturday had 
not been earlier employed ; and they 
would have ensured success. He 
should not detain them, however, any 
longer; but only entreat them once 
more, as men of plain and ordinary 
understandings, not to separate with- 
out looking at the case calmly, dis- 
passionately, and impartially. They 
would then be prepared to give such 
damages as would amply vindicate the 
character of Lord Koseberry, and that 
was all they had to consider ; as meit 
were in the habit of saying, or pre«^ 
tending to say, that in such cases it 
was not pecuniary damages they re- 
quired, it was not their wife’s disho- 
nour which they wished to coin into 
money, but their own honour, which 
they sought to justify. 
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Mr Birchall, the under sheriff, then 
proceeded tP sum up the charge to 
the jury, which he did very summa- 
rily ; when the court was cleared of 
strangers, and the jury, after delibe- 
rating for nearly two hours, delivered 
a verdict, through their foreman. Sir 
Nathaniel Conant, for the plaintiff— 
Damages, 15,0001. 

An inquest was held in Dublin, on 
the body of the late Lord Ffrench, 
at which Alderman Bloxam presided. 
The body was found stretched on the 
floor, with a pistol in each hand, the 
fore fingers of which were applied to 
the triggers. It would appear that the 
unhappy nobleman was^ standing in 
the middle of the floor when he shot 
himself, and that he fell against a ta- 
ble, upon one of the corners of which 
some blood was discovered. It was 
the left-hand pistol that he used. He 
applied it to the left temple, and the 
ball passed through the head. The 
right-hand pistol was discharged in 
the fall, and its contents, after pass- 
ing through a chair, lodged in a wood- 
en partition under the middle window 
of the chamber. Both instruments 
were small, but must have been strong- 
ly charged, as the reports were ex- 
tremely loud. In the pockets of his 
lordship some silver and a faw imma- 
terial papers were found. 

Surgeon Ireland having examined 
the body, declared himself of opinion, 
that the deceased came by his death 
in consequence of a ball having pass- 
ed through the head above the right 
earJ* 

A number of persons then gave evi- 
dence as to the conduct and behaviour 
of the deceased a short time previous 
to the fatal event, who all agreed in 
stating particulars which denoted a 
change in his usual manner, and symp- 
toms of derangement. 

After the evidence closed, Mr O’- 
Dwyer addressed the jury with much 
&eling. He could not conceive how 
you vu. lu 


it was possible t 0 4n!stake the sUtte of 
the ill-fated nobleman’s mind, after 
the clear, circumstantial, and concur* 
rent testimony which had been given 
by so many respectable witnesses.— 
Verdict, That the late Lord ffrench 
came by his death by disc harging a 
istol loaded with^ ball thropugh his 
ead, being at the time in a state of 
insanity.” 

11th. — This evening, about seven 
o’clock, as Mr Nathaniel Crossland, 
Sutton-street, Clerkenwell, was co- 
ming down Higbgate-hill, he heard 
most distressing cries. It was a very 
dark and rainy night. He followed 
the cries to a lane leading to a farm, 
up which he went about twenty yards, 
where he found a man lying on the 
ground, apparently in a very distress- 
ed state ; he asked him several ques- 
tions as to the cause of his lying there, 
and of his cries. It was some time 
before he could obtain an answer that 
he could understand, but at length 
learned, that he had been robbed and 
wounded, and left in that helpless 
state ; when just as he was about to 
raise the man up, and give him assist- 
ance, a man rushed out from behind 
the hedge, knocked him down with a 
bludgeon upon the man on the ground, 
who instantly got up, and no doubt 
had been lying there voluntarily, and 
making a noise to excite the attention 
of passengers. They stopped h’a 
mouth with a woollen cloth, and held 
him down while they robbed him of 
bank-notes to the amount of 131, a 
watch, and other property. They 
then endeavoured to murder him by 
cutting his throat with a knife; but 
Mr Crossland struggled hard, and ha- 
ving a very thick neckcloth, they were 
prevented from effecting their bluody 
purpose. He tried to wrest the kni& 
’ from the* robbers, and eventuaHy suc- 
ceeded, but not without cutting his 
right hand dreadfully : the villains 
then escaped. Mr Crossland returm* 
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ed to the public road, and found the 
patroJe within about thirty yarrfs from 
the spot where the daring act had 
taken place, who denied having heard 
him cal[ patrole or murder, and made 
no attempt to pursue the robbers. Mr 
Crossland procured as>i^t?ince, and 
was con'ductfd bD,ck to liiyhgate, 
when he was supposed to be in a dy- 
ing stutfc, froiii Ids throat having been 
cut, and the profusion of blood that 
had flowed ; but on Mr vVctlierell, a 
surgeon, being called in, he found it 
unnec s ary to sew up the wound, as 
the wind-pipe had nor been complete- 
ly sepinated. Mr Crossland is now 
in a fair way <>' doing well. 

i2tb. — Tw -Ive cattle, belonging to 
Ric!«ard U^^en, tenant of a fairn be- 
longing to Mr C. W Wynn, at My- 
fod. Montgonn ryslnre, broke from 
their pasture, and strayed into a neigh- 
bour-ng farm, where some blanches 
of a } evv-trec had been cut on tiie 3d 
instant. On the (itli, in the evening, 
they Wiic safe in their pasture ; and 
early on the 7th, six ol tliem w'erc 
found dead near tlie the p ace where 
the branches lay. 

13lh. — King or Hayti. — T his sa- 
ble sovereign scq;n resolveii to be 
behind wuli no monarch, Orienial or 
European, in the external magnifi- 
cence of exalted rank, fhe ceremo- 
nies of his court. — his princes and 
princesses,’— the gradations ol his no- 
bility in dukes, an t counts, and ba- 
Ton>, have alieady been before the 
public. A crown, a sceptre, robes, 
and other attributes of the regalia, 
have already been sent out to his ma- 
jesty from this count ly. Articles for 
the completion of his public equipage, 
maimtactured by eminent saddlers in 
the city, are now ready to be shipped 
for Hayti. In their quality, design, 
and execution, they are perhaps un- 
equalled in their kind in the display 
of any potentate of Europe, on the 
proudest occasions. They consist of 


a state saddle and state harness for 
eight horses. The saddle is of a very 
large size, the seat part much curved ; 
with pistol holsters, and a large sad- 
dle-cloth. The whole is made of crim- 
son Genoa velvet; the seat worked 
in devices, with yellow silk, and stud- 
ded with gold. The holster covers 
and saddle-cloth are most splendidly 
embroidered with broad variegated 
and vandyked gold borderings, and 
trimmed with rich fringes of gold bul- 
lion, headed with roses, and decorated 
with tassels of the same description at 
the corners. On each side of the 
cloth is represented in gold embroi- 
dery bis majesty’s coat of arms, with 
stars and sprigs of oak. The heraldic 
bearings are a shield; on the field 
gules, a pboinix issuing from flames, 
with a motto on a curved ribband un- 
derneath, Je rennis de mes cendresJ* 
The field is dotted with nine mullets, 
'rhe supporters are two lions rampant 
and crowned. The motto underneath 
is, DicUf ma cause, et mon epee.** 
The saieid is surmounted by a crown^ 
not exactly like the regal crowns of 
England or hVance, nor opening like 
the imperial crown ; but of large di- 
mensions, and spreading more than 
the European crowns. It is surround- 
ed by the collar of the new order of 
Haiti, with the cross pendant. The 
double holster covers have similar de- 
coration.s. I be stirrups are of silver, 
curiously clmsed and gilt. The bridle 
and stirrup holders are of black japan- 
ned leather, embossed with silver, gilt 
plia*nixes, and military trophies. The 
state harness for eight horses is mag- 
nificent without heaviness. It is of 
japanned black leather, and is enrich- 
ed with a splendid profusion of orna- 
ments, all of solid silver, but not gilt. 
Winkers, bosses, face-pieces, neck- 
bands, lerrits, traces, &c. are all 
adorned with crowns, or phoenixes, 
or full coats of arms, &c. the reins are 
of crimson silk, adorned with gold 
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bullion tassels. On the whole, we 
believe, that nothing so costly has yet 
been executed, and the general effect 
of it, glittering under a tropical sun, 
must form a most beautiiul and su- 
perb feature in the pageantry of King 
Henry. 

Htl;. — The town of St Ives, Hunt- 
ingdonshire, was tlirown into a very 
serious ferment, by the commissioners 
of the property-tax (yielding to the 
suggestion of the inspector) notifying 
a considerable intended adduce in 
the usual assessment on property. 
When it became generally known for 
iMiat purpose this meeting of the com- 
missioners was held at thp Crown Inn, 
more than 300 persons assembled, 
who forcing themselves into the com- 
missioners* room, seized the inspector, 
and forced him out through the glass 
window into the yard, by which he 
was considerably cut and bruised. 
The tumult increased so much with- 
out side, that the officer only effected 
his escape from popular resentment, 
by privately passing through several 
neighbouring houses ; the people hen 
proceeded to the inspector’s house, 
the windows of which they instantly 
destroyed. The commissioners, we 
understand, at length appeased their 
fury, by a declaration, that no rise of 
the tax should take place for the pre- 
sent. 

16th. As some workmen were 

digging a road from Burford, in Ox- 
fordshire, to Barrington, they disco- 
vered, near the surface of the earth, 
a stone coffin of an immense size, and 
extremely irregular, weighing nearly 
three tons, which, on examination, 
was found to contain the perfect ske- 
leton of a man, of middle stature, lia- 
ving his teeth entire; also a great 
number of short nails, completely 
oxydated and matted together in 
pieces of hide, of which materials it 
is probable a shield was formed. From 
the size atid appearance of this coffin, 
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and frqm the cifcumstance of its be* 
ing found near to a place known by 
the name of Battle-edge, it may be 
presumed to have been deposited 
there after the battle recorded by 
many of our early historians to have 
been fought near Burford, about the 
middle Of the eighth century, ^between 
Etheiwald king of Mercia, and the 
West Saxon king Cuthred, or Outh- 
bert. This curious relic is deposited 
in an aisle, called Sylvester’s, in Bur- 
ford church, for the inspection of the 
curious. 

Pa ris. — The dry weather had con- 
tinued so long this season, as to re- 
duce the river in an extraordinary 
degree, in so much that fears wdre 
for some time entertained of an enor- 
mous increase in the price of neces- 
saries conveyed by thq Seine for the 
consumption of Paris. Wood and 
ordinary wine had already rh/m— »the 
boats were therefore embargoed here, 
arid not suffered to proceed laither 
down the stream, until the metropolis 
shoul^ be fully supplied with tnese 
articles. I'he late rains having raised 
the wa*er above five feet, all is quiet 
again, and matters have taken their 
usual course. , 

A letter, dated from Mow, in the 
province of Bundelcund, March 21, 
1814, states, — For some time past, 
accounts had been daily brought to 
us by the natives, of their cattle ha- 
ving been carried off by leopards, 
upon which one of our cadets deter- 
mined upon going out in quest oi the 
depredators on foot, no elephant being 
to be h.>d. He was shewn the place 
of ambush of these supposed leopards 
by the villagers, and had not proceed- 
ed far up the side of the mount^n, 
which was covered entirely uith thick 
pnderwood, when, to liis astonishment, 
he perceived a large tiger, in §. sleep- 
ing posture, within fifteen yards of 
him. He had just time to order his 
unarmed attendants to retire, whea 
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the minster rousing,- perceive^ him. 
There was more danger in retiring 
than in standing fast, and this gentle- 
man had the courage to do so. With 
a coolness, rarely equalled, he steadily 
awaited ^is opportunity, when, by the 
greatest piece of good luck, he struck 
the monster in the Jgrge artery of the 
neck. Feeling himself wounded, he 
made a violent spring to the place 
where the cadet was standing; but 
being stupified by the shot, and a 
precipice being in his way, he tum- 
bled, bellowing, into a ravine, where, 
on receiving a second shut from this 
intrepid son of Mars, he retired about 
a hundred yards, and yielded up his 
existence. He was brought in last 
night upon a camel. His measure- 
ment was, from the tip of the tail to 
the nose, nine feet. The oldest tiger 
hunters here say, that his make is the 
most perfect they ever saw. The 
enormous strength of his neck, should- 
ers, and fore legs is indescribable.— 
The night before his death he had 
carried off an unfortunate villager.’^ 

Accounts of tremendous Storms in se* 
veral Parts (f 'the Kinprdom. 

18 th. — Greenock. The wind 

last night greatly increased, from 
a previous gale, and has continued 
to blow with unremitting violence. 
In the morning there was a con- 
siderable deal of thunder and light- 
ning, accompanied by excessive falls 
of rain. Shortly after mid-day the 
quays overflowed, and the tide con- 
tinuing to rise, the cellars adjacent 
to the breast of the different harbours 
have been inundated, and we are truly 
concerned to add, immense quantities 
of» West India and other produce de- 
stroyed ; much property has likewise 
been swept away, or materially injured 
on the quays. 

Those of the outward-bound West 
India fleet riding at anchor at the 
tail of he Bank, have drifltd consi- 
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derably; some have parted thehr ca« 
hies. The Hercules, whmh, along 
with several merchantmen, had an- 
chored in Gourock bay, slipped or 
parted her cables this forenoon, and 
fortunately arrived safe in the east 
harbour, about three o’clock, with no 
other apparent injury than the loss of 
her bowsprit. Notwithstanding the 
hazardous attempt of taking the har- 
bour in such a hurricane, by the able 
manner in which it was performed, 
tlie only damage which she occasioned 
going in was that of running down a 
herring sloop at the entrance. 

Half past Four. — The gale increa- 
sed a little piore to the westward. 
We have just learned that the follow- 
ing vessels, in Gourock Bay, are on 
shore, viz. — ^Tbe Mary, on this side 
of the Powder-house, and the Jane 
and Elizabeth, at the New Battery. 
Only his majesty's ships Tartarus and 
Amazon remain at anchor in Gourock 
Bay. The utmost confusion prevails, 
and great fears are entertained for the 
ships riding at the tail of the Bank. 
One is apparently aground at the Hill 
of Ardmore. Several have drifted up 
the river past Cardros. 

The Jane, from Palermo, has just 
arrived from quarantine station. Holy 
Loch, having been blown from thence, 
with the loss of three anchors and 
cables. 

At Port-Glasgow, the damage has 
been immense from the overflowing 
of the tide. 

17 th. — It blew a tremendous storm 
yesterday from W. N. W. the effects 
of which will be severely and general- 
ly felt. It began early in the morning, 
accompanied with a great deal of 
thunder and lightning, increasing in 
its fury until about two o'clock in the 
afternoon, when, during a heavy gust, 
the tide, which by this time had nearly 
overflowed the quays, rose suddenly 
(some say in less than ten minutes) 
upwards of eighteen inches, rushing 
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in with gre^t violence, laying parts of 
the east and west ends of the town 
completely under water. As the tide 
had still an hour to flow, the most se- 
rious consequences to the warehouses 
with West India produce were appre- 
hended, but fortunately, soon after 
this hdkvy squall, the water began to 
recede, not without doing some mis- 
chief. • 

During the gale, the following ships 
of the outward-bound West India fleet 
dreve on shore this side the point 
White Farland : — Elizabeth and Jane, 
for Jamaica; and Mary, for Dema- 
rara ; another of the fleet, name un- 
known, is on shore n^ar M‘Craw*8 
ferry. The Hercules, for St Vin- 
cents, having lost her anchors and 
cables in Gourock Bay, after break- 
ing her windlass, got safe into the 
new harbour, but ran down a small 
sloop in coming in. The Montreal, 
from Quebec, drove from her anchors 
in the roads, and is on shore at Inch 
Green, near Port-Glasgow, which has 
also suffered from the storm. Several 
garden walls near the sea, at the west 
end, have been thrown down ; the 
foot-path and parapet wall along the 
old bay have been nearly destroy- 
ed. A new steam-boat and several 
pinnaces on the beach, near the castl^ 
of Newark, were knocked to pieces. 
A sloop from Leith, with the remain- 
der of her cargo, foundered at the 
west side of the new quay, and the 
master and crew with difficulty saved 
their lives. So completely were the 
houses on the west quay inundated, 
that the gentlemen of the custom- 
house had to be carried out of their 
offices on men’s backs. 1 have not 
heard that any lives were lost. 

During the night the weather was 
moderate, the wind N. W. with a clear 
sky ; but about five this morning, the 
wind again came round to the S. W. 
and it now blows a gale again with 
heavy rain. It has every appearance 
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of beidg (ts bad as yesterday, and 
much fear may be entertained for the 
ships at anchor. A Liverpool trader 
was obliged to cut from Holy Loch 
during the* night, and run fbr this 
harbour: she pitched her bowsprit 
under before cutting. Th^re is a 
sloop on shore beldw the Lazaretto. 

Leeds. — Friday, during a violent 
storm of wind with rain, the steam- 
engine chimney, attached to the ma- 
nufactory of Whitehead and Pearson, 
x)n Bradford-moor, was blown down, 
and falling upon the building, the 
roof was forced in with a terrible 
crash, and a number of the work- 
people very seriously injured, 
the house of John Blayds, Esq. Park- 
lane, a stack of chimnies at the left 
wing of the building was blown down, 
and the rubbish precipitated through 
the roofinto an apartment that had just 
been quitted by one of the familv. The 
hurricane has also done consiuerable 
damage to the new mansion of Mr 
Goodman, and several other unfinish- 
ed buildings. 

Stafford.— —The oldest person 
living cannot remember more tem- 
pestuous and longer continued gales 
than we experiencetl on Friday. The 
damage sustained by many persons 
in this town and neighbourhood at 
present cannot be estimated. Innu- 
merable chimnies have been blown 
down, roofs of houses and ricks of 
hay removed ; and on the north road 
trees have been forced down, which 
have interrupted the progress of 
coaches, &c. 

In the dreadful storm of next day, 
a vessel called the Conception, boun(ji 
from Dublin to Wexford, was driven 
ashore, and wrecked at BallynefSar, 
near Wexford harbour : the crew took 
to their bfbat, and, with the exception 
of one man drowned, reached the 
shore; but they left behind them, 
fastened in the weather shrowds, a 
mother and a daughter, over whom 
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the sea beat furiously* and* every mo- 
ment rhreateneil to tear them from 
this their last refuge. A poor fisher- 
man, named William Hanson, saw 
from the shore their dreadful situa- 
tion : ho collected some of the boldest 
of his fellows, who, with infinite diffi- 
culty, r.>wed him lowards the wreck, 
now lying on her side, and conse- 
quently t: e ma.^t along on the surface 
of the sea. i>n the utmost point of 
the mast he fastened himself, and from 
thence clambered to the body of the 
vessel. Here a new difficulty arose 
— the contest between the mother 
and daiigliter, which should first at- 
teiopi .0 land ; nor was it ended till 
th*eir gallant deliverer assured them 
that he would return for her who 
should remain He first brought to 
the shore tlie mother, and, scarcely 
waiting to take breaili, returned for 
the daiightcr, whom he afierwards, 
thiovigh ihe tremendous suige, land- 
ed in saiety. 

Cc.KK — Thursday night a tremen- 
dous hnri icane, which commenced at 
12 o^ck'ck, continued without inter- 
mission until i.ite yesterday morning. 
Many Houses arc stripped, i.nd ciiim- 
nie.^ blow 11 dowiv. ^omo soldiers at 
»?'!• out!) »!iilitaiy ho.^pit.tl h no {)een 
<1 ' 0 ‘Jil h;' tl) doMioetiou oi par’*, oi 
th..i -iUililmg. i.'i/iisid. rable ini'^diief 
has oi en also done in the country ; 
many cabins luive been unroofed, 
stacks blown down, and a great num- 
ber of large trees torn up by tiie roots. 
Six vessels have been stranded at 
Cove. 

Dublin. — On Thursday morning a 
dread! ul ^torm commenced from the 
wesivvaru. 1 In^ damage throughout 
the city is very great. Some houses 
have been blown down, and some un* 
roofed. 1 he chimnics of a^i immense 
numbec of houses have been thrown 
down, and windows broken. Few 
houses Imvc entirely cscaped^daniage. 

Twenty of the largest iiees in the 


College Park were torn^up by the 
roots. 

It was unsafe the greater part of 
yesterday to walk the streets, from 
the falling of slates and brick- work. 

19th. — Dover. — On Saturday last, 
and the six preceding days, the wind 
blew very strong from the S.V/. with 
a heavy sea running into the harbour, 
which created a considerable bar, and 
the last four days prevented any ves- 
sel frory passing to or coming from 
France ; in consequence of which a 
large body of passengers were collect- 
ed at the different inns, eagerly wait- 
ing an opportunity of proceeding to 
the continen'e. There were also five 
mails lying on board the packet, se- 
veral bags of dispatches, and lour mes- 
sengers, which had been detained from 
day to day by the boisterous state of 
the weather, which on Saturday, if 
possible, was worse, the w ind blowing 
a tremendous gale, and the sea run- 
ning mountains high. However, a 
small vtsscl called the Dart, made a 
signal that she would sail, and the 
crew set about procuring passengers. 
The Nancy extra packet, with the 
mails, (lid the same. The Dart re- 
ceived hei j)U'jsongers at a guinea 
e ich, anci nh of them, of course unac- 
/pijihed with ihe danger attending 
tlx’ir going to sea, congratulated each 
other iliai tiny should reach Calais in 
three hours, .laving been assured they 
should. I iie vessel now having from 
twenty-five to hirl) males and females 
on board, besides the crew, some little 
time after higJi water cast off Jier 
moorings and put to sea. At this 
time the 1 C were upwards of six hun- 
dred persons collected on the pier- 
heads to witness the sailing of the two 
vessels, and each trembled at tlie very 
imminent danger and risk those on 
board i an in the Dart getting out of 
the harbour, it being thought madness 
for them to attempt it ; hut by great 
good /brtune the vessel got out safe 
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and reached the roads, where she lay 
beating about, the waves breaking 
over her at every interval. The pac* 
ket was about to follow the example 
of the Dart, but the agent of his ma- 
jesty’s packets seeing the danger of 
her being dashed against the North 
Pier-head, in which case every soul 
must have perished, gave the captain 
an ord^r not to go to sea, for he would 
not trust the safety of the mails and 
the lives of the passengers to a mere 
matter of chance, i'he DUrt conti- , 
njued in the roads until quite dark, 
^when instead of reaching Calais in 
three hours as had been positively 
stated, she was beating^bout ail night, 
and instead of their being on their 
way to Paris and Ostend, Monday 
morning found the vessel (by good 
luck) in Ramsgate harbour. 

20th. — /it Brighton it has blown a 
storm from the south* west for some 
days. Shipping on the coast has sus- 
tained considerable damage. Of a 
number of vessels that attempted to 
run from the Downs into Ramsgate, 
five got on shore, some of them much 
damaged. Several other vessels put 
into Margate witii loss of‘ anchors and 
cables. 

A very strong gale of wind from 
the west and south-west has prevailed 
at Portsmouth nearly the wliole'of 
last week, in consequence of which 
some lives have been lost, and much 
anxiety occasioned. The gale attain- 
ed its utmost fury on Wednesday: 
During the greater part of that day it 
was impracticable to proceed to Spit- 
head, from the port, for even the 
launch of the Prince, with upwards of 
fifty seamen in it, in making the at- 
tempt, was forced on Southsea beach, 
and ill landing, the officers and men 
were completely drenched, as well a| 
placed in considerable danger. In 
the evening, about seven o’clock, sig- 
nals of distress were fired at Spithead, 
which created much alarm aniong.t 


the peoplp on shore* It proved to be 
the Olympia cutter, which having 
drifted her ancliors, got ashore on the 
Spit. Her signals of distress were 
most promptly answered by all the 
shipping at Spithead, who hoisted 
their lights, anti about fifteen boats 
ut off from different ship# to go to 
er assistance, in doing which, ve are 
sorry to say, a boat belonging to the 
Conflict, containing a lieutenant and 
seven iiilmi, upset by running On the 
Olympia’s cable, and two seamen were 
unfortunately drowned : the others 
were saved with great difficulty. On 
shore, the heavy winils have also oc- 
casioned much damage. The limbs 
of large trees have been t arried away, 
and in many iiutanccs whole trees 
blown down. Near King’s Terrace, 
a solid brick wall was blown down on 
Wednesday night, and during the lop 
of the tide the platform every day of 
the week has been rendered impassa- 
ble, by the sea beating over in such 
large quantities, and with great force* 
The storm continued on Saturday 
night, but Spithead being a good an- 
chorage, no danger was apprehended. 

From Plymouth we hear, in ac- 
counts dated on ^Viday and Saturday, 
that for the last two days and nights 
the wind blew a hurricane from the 
west and south-west, which caused- 
much confusion amongst the shipping, 
as tliey laboured very much at their 
anchors, and tears were entertained 
that many wrecks would take place. 

At Falmouth the storm raged with 
great violence. 

20Lh* — Newcastle. — The late hur- 
ricane, which commenced in this 
neighbourhood on Friday morning, 
has been generally felt throughout 
the whole country. In the south, the 
storm ^:ominenced on the llth in- 
stant, and the shipping on the south- 
wc&t coast has sufl'ered niost dread - 
fully from its effects. The gale from 
that time has moved gradually north* 
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wards, and has left sufficient evidence 
of its violence in all the places within 
its vortex. It is impossible to enume- 
rate the damage that has been done 
in this town and neighbour|jood. Se- 
veral houses have been totally destroy- 
ed, Others unroofed and otherwise 
much damaged (the occupiers in some 
instances narrowly escaping with their 
lives). A large portion of the parapet 
wall which surrounds the roof of All 
Saints fell with a dreadful crash into 
Silver-street, and a window of the 
same church was totally blown out. 
Much damage has also been done to 
the windows of St Nicholas* church, 
and a window of Hanover-square cha- 
pel h also totally destroyed. A great 
part of Jarrow church is unroofed ; 
several trees have been torn up by the 
roots, stacks blown down, keels and 
boats sunk on the river, &c. In short, 
the destruction has been so wide 
spread, that the consequences will be 
long and severely felt by many. A 
garden-wall on the back of Villiers- 
street, Bishopwearmouth, was blown 
down by the gale, and Mr Cameron, 
master mason, passing at that mo- 
ment, was killed on the spot. At 
Durham and in the vicinity much 
damage was done. A stack of chim- 
nies in Lord Barrington’s house in the 
College, were blown down, which for- 
ced in the roof, and did a deal of in- 
jury in several of the rooms ; another 
stack of chimnies fell from the house 
of Dr Grey into the college : and in 
Giiesgate, several houses ht^ the great- 
er part of the tiles and slates blown 
off Many corn and hay-stacks in the 
vicinity were overturned. The hur- 
ricane was also severely felt at North 
Shields, where few houses have esca- 
ped (faroage from its ravages. A house 
in Church-street was completely un- 
roofed, as was a new one in Bedford- 
street, and another at the head of the 
lown. Numerous chimnieswereljlown 


down ; one near the Bull-ring fell with 
such force as to pass through the roof 
and floors of an adjoining house. To-^ 
wards evening the scene became truly 
awful ; most of the shops were shut# 
bricks and tiles fell in every direction# 
and the narrowness of the streets 
greatly added to the danger of '^pas- 
sengers ; but we do not hear that any 
person was seriously hurt. The river 
exhibited a scene still more terrific, 
and the sjiips and keels were in the 
most imminent danger ; several of the 
latter were driven ashore, and some 
sunk, as was a wherry laden with mer- 
chandize near Whitehili Point ; and 
many of the keels which reached 
Shields had their coals to throw over- 
board to keep them from sinking. 
Two boats drifted out to sea, and 
numbers sunk and were damaged. 

Two lads, about thirteen years of 
age, twin sons of Mr Lloyd, a barge- 
owner of Stourport, were drowned in 
the river Avon, at Evesham. They 
had solicited their father’s permission 
to go on the water in his own boat, 
which he peremptorily refused, but 
they rashly got into another, and were 
carried by the rapidity of the stream 
towards the bridge, where the river 
being too high to admit their going 
through the arch with the mast stand- 
ing, the boat was upset, and they both 
perished within sight of their parent. 
A third boy (apprentice to their fa- 
ther) who was with them, was fortu- 
nately saved. 

23 d.— -Weymouth. — ^This week we 
have experienced one of the most tre- 
mendous gales of wind ever known at 
this port. A great number of deals 
and other wreck have been driven on 
shore at Portland, and being burnt in 
many parts, plainly indicate to have 
been part of a cargo in a vessel set 
fire to by the enemy ; the latter with 
her bottom uppermost, was also de- 
scried this morning, in the road of 



D«c. m CHRONICLE. dm 


Portland.^ Several pilot-boats have 
put to sea with a view of towing it 
into port. 

On Wednesday evening the gale 
increased most violently, when at nine 
o’clock, the French brig L’Amitie, 
from Havre de Grace to the Isle of 
Boui4)on, of 300 tons burthen, laden 
with various merchandise, came ashore 
on Portland Sands, having cut away 
all her masts. In consequence of fi- 
ring guns of distress, and hojsting sig- 
nal lights, the Portland men, at the* 
most imminent danger of their lives, 

. got on board, and the vessel’s head 
was brought towards the shore, and 
prevented from going to pieces. Du- 
ring this critical period, the captain 
and crew were preparing a raft for 
conveying themselves and the passen- 
gers to the shore ; but by the timely 
and fortunate arrival of the Dutch 
consul at this port (who also under- 
went extreme peril in getting aboard ) 
he with much difficulty persuaded the 
whole to remain till next morning, 
when upwards of 20 ladies and chil- 
dren, with other passengers and crew, 
amounting to upwards of fifty souls, 
were let down by ropes into the boats, 
and safely landed (althougii the sea 
was running tremendously high), and 
conducted to the hotel in that island. 
The vessel and cargo, it is supposed, 
will be saved. 

Swindling.— .Thomas Nott, alias 
John Smith, alias Win. Cotteril, was 
further examined on Tuesday, on 
charges of swindling and robbery pre- 
ferred against him, on which occasion 
an office full of new complainants ap- 
peared, and many new charges were 
made. A turner from the Borough 
said, that while the prisoner was living 
in the Kent-road, carrying on the 
trade of dentist, this person also ob-» 
serving that he had understood Nott 
to have been originally a barber, he 
had received an order to send in sun- 
dry goods, with the bill, as they would 


be paid &r immediately. A boy car* 
riea the articles, from whom Nott 
contrived to get them, on pretence 
of seeing whether they were right, 
and he thqn said that the maater must 
call for the money. He called in vain, 
never being able to see Nott; and 
soon after the prisoner left^ that resi- 
dence without paying any one. He 
also traced Nott to Lock’s-fields, Wal- 
worth, where the business of dentist 
was changed for that of fortune-tell- 
ing ! The master-magician, however,, 
soon took another flight, and, as usual, 
assumed another calling ; for when he 
next met the prisoner he was disco- 
vered living at the City- road terrace, 
where he was charged with steSling 
sheets, having, as was customary with 
him, three or four women about the 
house to contribute to his domestic 
comforts. The prisoner said that ho 
had just triumphed over many difficul- 
ties, and that he was now going on 
most prosperously. He was carrying 
on business in the city as a money 
agent, &c. and had an office in the 
Bury-chambers, St Mary Axe. He 
then handed a large card, which con- 
tained his address and profession on 
one side, and, on the other, a long 
notification to the public, nobility, 
gentry, &c. wanting either to borrow 
or lend money. Amongst other choice 
morsels, it is said that Mr Nott, who 
had been long engaged in such trans- 
actions, had established an unques- 
tionable reputation, so that he could 
now command money to any amount, 
and had no connection whatever witii 
any other person, especially any of 
the vile gangs of common advertising 
money-lenders who were about the 
town preying upon the public, de- 
frauding the honest and unwary trades- 
man wko might be in temporary dis- 
tress. He would underlaid to raise 
money to any amount, at the mode- 
rate. mte of per cent, but he obser- 
ved tne utmost secrecy, and required 
10 
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its observance; and tie clinaax»was 
completed by the following conclu- 
sion : — ‘‘ No person, whose views are 
not strictly honourable, need think of 
applying to Mr Nott !” Th^ defraud- 
ed turner expressed himself delighted 
with Mr Nott^s prosperity, as he would 
be good enough to pay his little bill, 
as well as all those small accounts 
which he had forgotten to pay on 
precipitately leaving Harpur- street, 
Kent-road, and thereby refute the 
rude slanders of the neighbourhood. 
But he laughed at the idea of paying, 
Mr Nott had turned land-surveyor in 
Park-lane, after which the turner lost 
him till his apprehension. Mr HolF- 
xnan,*of the Strand, stationer, recei- 
ved an order from the prisoner a few 
months ago, (he then having a count- 
ing-house at No- 19, llolls-buildings, 
Chuncery-lane, and c thing himself a 
land-surveyor,) for books, stationery, 
See. Mr H. sent the goods, to the 
amount of 8l., but not Jddng the pri- 
soner’s high talk, he desired the boy 
not to leave die articles without the 
money. Nott, however, wheedled the 
boy out of the goods, since wdiich Mr 
H. could never get a fiirthing. — A let- 
ter w as received from a lady by the 
magistrate, staling that the real name 
of the prisoner, who had been exami- 
ned under that of Thomas Nott, w^as 
William Gotten I ; that he had a mo- 
ther and si>ter in Cuinbcrland-row, 
New-road; and that, previously to 
turning swindler, which lie liad now 
been for a long time, he pursued a 
very humble calling, (hair-dresser, it 
was said,) to whicli he Ijad been ori- 
ginally bred. She declined mention- 
ing' her name, being convinced that 
the Qonsequcnce would be the rob- 
bery of her house within a week by 
some of the gang. ^ 

Mr Colqulioun was astonished at 
the unparalleled depravity, effrontery, 
and impudence ot the prisoner, who 
even now evinced not the least feel- 


ing when he was trembling on the 
very edge of the gallows. His scheme 
of depredation and fraud appeared to 
have been at work in almost every 
parish in and about London, and no 
ariilice was thought too low — no trick 
or mask too degrading — to realize its 
object. The prompt manner in wdiich 
gentlemen and tradesmen had come 
forward to develope the infamous 
character of the prisoner, when they 
had no hope of recovering any thing, 
did them infinite credit. — Committed 
for further examination, 

24th.-CASHEL.- This day, at noon. 
Hardy, a tithe farmer, was murdered 
at the gate of«AIonagoc, about one 
mile from tliis city. Hardy, after en- 
forcing the payment of some tithes, 
left Cashel on his return to Newport, 
accomjianied by two other procuirs, 
who had been here upon similar er- 
rands. They were met b) two men, 
supposed to be from Newport, wiio 
produced blunderbusses, ordered the 
two otiier proctors to return to Cashel, 
and del allied Hardy, the most obnoxi- 
ous. They then fired three shots at 
Hardy, and leit him for dead. The 
surgeon and other persons came out 
directly from Cashel, and afforded eve- 
ry aid ; but the proctor died in three 
hours. He had sufficient strength to 
relate the particulars, and name the 
murderers, who were well known to 
him. Pursuit was made, but for the 
present they have escaped. 

liALLYbllANNON. A fcW niglltS 

back Mr Corry Hurst, a respectable 
revenue officer, was treacherou!?iy siiot 
in the streets of iJallyshannon. He 
was returning from Mr Donogher’s 
inn to his lodging with a Mr Green, 
when passing the market-house, where 
it w^ould seem tiie assassins lay in wait, 
<i man approached, and after hesita- 
ting a little, as if to ascertain his ob- 
ject, discharged a pistol at Mr H. Mr 
ki. not having fallen, another imme- 
diately advanced, levelled closer, and 
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fired a second shot, wliicli passing 
through his body, he fell on his face, 
and almost instantly expired. Fa- 
voured by the darkness of the night, 
the villains efibcted their escape, drop- 
ping in their hurry one of the pistols, 
a ramrod, and a shoe newly soled, 
whtch were afterwards found on the 
road by which they fled. For the 
commission of this preconcerted as- 
sassination, no possible motive can be 
assigned, but that tlie oticeased was 
ail officer, active, honest, and incor- 
ruptible in the discharge of his duty. 
A subscription reward for the disco- 
very of the villains w^as at once set on 
foot, and met with if liberal co-opera- 
tion on the part of the gentlemen of 
the county, of which Mr Hurst was a 
native. Such exertions, aided by what 
further means the excise board feel it 
their duty to adopt, will, it is hoped, 
lead to the discovery of the assassins. 
An inquest was held on the body. 
Verdict — Wilful murder against some 
person or persons unknown. 

25th. — One of the officers of Has- 
lar hospital being dangerously ill, a 
medical gentleman who was attend- 
ing him had occasion, about two o’- 
clock in the morning, to send the 
nurse from the officer’s house to the 
dispensary : the weather being. bad, 
the nurse wrapped herself round with 
a piece of red baize, witli which she 
covered, in part, a candle and lan- 
tern, to prevent the light from being 
blown out, as the wind was very high. 
The rays of light issuing from the red 
covering, to the imagination of a sen- 
try at a distance she appeared a ter- 
rific spectre ; and as she approached 
him his fear so increased, that he ran 
from his post with haste to the guard- 
house, where, in about half an hour, 
he expired ! • 

26th. — Last week, the person who 
attends the gasometer at the factory 
of Messrs benyons and Page, in 
Shrewsbury, imprudently entered it 


with alighted candle; the gas was 
immediately ignited, and blew up the 
apparatus, together with the roof of 
the building in which it was contain- 
ed; but* happily ihe communication 
thus made with the atmosphere had 
the effect of extinguishing the flame 
without injury to the premisefr. fhe 
author of this misfortune was very 
much burnt, and was conveyed to the 
infirmary ; another man who was vvitli 
liim at the time of the explosion esca- 
ped unhurt, by instantly laying himself 
at full length with his face towards the 
ground. 

29tli. — The termination of the de- 
lusion or imposture of Joanna South- 
cott was announced to the puFilic by 
the following note in the papers, it 
is to be added, that if her votaries 
flattered themselves with any hopes 
of a revival, they were efiectually dis- 
pelled by her subsequeni dissection : 

“ Manchester-streety Thursda^f 
Dec. 29,. 1SH‘. 

“ Mrs Soulheott had been confined 
to her bed ten weeks last Sunday. In 
the first three weeks she took very 
little, almost no solid sustenance; and 
during the last seven weeks none, ex- 
cept a small quhniity of wine and wa- 
ter. She was gradually at last rerhi- 
ced, by pain and sickness, to her pre- 
sent state of death. Alm ost all that 
time the writer of thib paper was with 
her, saw her in all her regular ap- 
proaches to death, sat by her bed-side 
with a watch in his hand to observe 
the difierent changes, and saw her ex- 
pire, as he has seen many otliers ; and 
on some future occasion, wiien more 
at leisure, may furnish you with. more 
particulars. 

Her friends know her to ae dead, 
but the arm of the Lord is not short* 
ened*; and if he is about to do a great 
work upon the earth, af they hrmfy 
believe lie is, they know that he can 
as^^asily raise the dead to life, as 
awake a person out of a trance. Mr« 
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Southcott’s words always havfe been, 
that death or life would end the 
Btrifc;'’ and on that ground her be- 
lievers now rest the question.** 

30th. — -Last week, William Coil, 
and Elizabeth Roberts his wife, stood 
in the pillory at the Cross of Glasgow, 
for wilful perjury. D&ring the whole 
of the exposure they were assailed 
with filth and stones. The man, who 
seemed at first to treat his punishment 
as a joke, was particularly aimed at, 
and received much hurt. The woman 
did not wholly escape ; she seemed to 
have been wounded on the head. The 
stones were thrown chiefly by lads. 
When, the hour elapsed, the disgrace- 
ful business did not terminate : the 
mob thought the sport far too good 
to be given up so soon. The man 
was, according to their jargon, ** put 
through the mill.** He was cuffed and 
kicked, and knocked down and raised 
up, at the pleasure of the bye-stand- 
ers. In the -Candleriggs- street, to 
which the mob moved, he was thrown 
into a cart, whose driver for some time 
drove him along, humouring the amuse- 
ment ; but finding that neither himself 
nor his horse escaped the punishment 
meant for the old mdh, he loosened 
the back of his cart, and tumbled him 
out on the street. In the course of 
the fray he was repeatedly raised 
shoulder high, and exhibited in his 
grey hairs, torn garments, and swol- 
len features, a most pitiable spectacle. 
At length, with disgraceful tardiness, 
he was rescued by the police — This 
is an additional example of the crimi- 
nal impolicy of this savage mode of 
punishment, which has, like many 
others,, far too long disgraced our 
code of criminal law. 

The shop of Mr Arlett, the poul- 
terer, of Great Mary-le-bone-^treet, 
having been repeatedly robbed, he 
had lately taken to sleep in a parlour 
adjoining the shop, to protect his pro- 
perty. On Friday morning, between 


three and four o*clock, Mr Arlett wa» 
awakened by a noise, which -inducedi 
him to get up, and which he found 
proceeded from the shop. On exa- 
mination, he saw that the glass over 
the shutters had been forced open^ 
and a man then in the act of taking 
turkeys out of the window. Mr Ar- 
lett, being armed with a loaded pistol, 
presented it at the robber, dischal^ged 
It, and seeing him suddenly disappear 
from the window, had no doubt but 
that he had shot him. The report of 
the pistol alarmed the neighbourhood. 
A coachman going home near the 
spot, found the wounded wretch, who 
was conveyed to* Middlesex hospital, 
where he died. 

3 1st — The transport, Quebec Pac- 
ket, Williams master, from Halifax, 
put into Falmouth. On the 14th of 
December, in the Western Ocean, 
they perceived a boat full of people, 
and though there was a tremendous 
sea running, they lay to, in order that 
it might come alongside. This was 
effected, and the persons on board, 
consisting of 18 men, and a child five 
years old, were got into the vessel. 
They proved to be the passengers and 
crew of the Amphitrite, bound from 
Quebec to London, with a cargo of 
timber. They state, that when they 
were nearly two hundred leagues from 
Quebec, the Amphitrite sprung a leak, 
which increased upon them, notwith- 
standing their utmost exertions ; that 
four days before meeting the Quebec 
Packet, they found the vessel would 
shortly become water-logged ; and on 
holding a consultation, it was deter- 
mined to take to the boat ; as, even 
if the decks should not blow up, by 
the pressure of the timber upwards, 
they had little prospect of being able 
t(t keep on deck, and none of preser- 
ving any provisions in the state of the 
weather. As soon as this resolution 
was taken, fhe crews ran below, burst 
open the lockers, and got completely 
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drunki In this state, they got out the 
boat, which was injured in doing so, 
and, with some provisions, committed 
themselves to the mercy of the ocean^ 
with the purpose of steering for the 
Azores. Whilst in the boat, two per- 
sons were constantly employed in bail- 
ing,. and the captain was forced to 
suffer a cask full of spirits they had 
got on board to run out, to keep the 
men Trom getting mortal drunk $ a 
propensity which even the near pros- 
pect of death could not induce them 
to resist. It was providential that they 
fell in with the Quebec Packet on the 
14th, as the next day a storm came 
on, which it would have been impos- 
sible for them to survive in a crazy 
boat. 

niOT IK THE DUBLIN THEATRE. 

16th. — A scene of extraordinary dis- 
order and tumult took place at the thea- 
tre. The Forest of Bondi^ or the Dog^ qf 
Montar gis, was the afterpiece which 
had been given out for representa- 
tion; but in consequence of some 
misunderstanding between the paten- 
tee and the proprietor of the canine 
performer in the piece, as to the terms 
on which the services of the dog were 
to be had, the afterpiece did not go 
forward, and The Miller and his Men 
was substituted. The audience .had 
not been sufficiently apprised of the 
change, and would not submit to 
the disappointment ; and expressed 
their disapprobation so strongly, as 
completely to obstruct the perform- 
ance of the adopted melo-drama. 
Some of the performers came forward 
to address the audience while the af- 
terpiece was in progress, but they 
were obliged to retire, and their ap- 
pearance became at length a matter 
of some peril, as they were assailed 
with every missile thing that tlie gal- 
lery, and ultimately the pit, could 
seize upon. The stage-manager, Mr 
Rock, came forward, aftoi^a consider- 


able time, and* he shared the fate of 
the o*thefs who had attempted to ob- 
tain attention* After several efforts 
to go through with the piece, without 
a chance of success, the curtain drop- 
ped ; and from that time ’until the 
house was cleared by the interposi- 
tion of the sheriff, accompanied by 
constables and ’military, every mis- 
chief that could be accomplished was 
inflicted on the property. Some per- 
sons were taken into custody by the 
sheriffs. About a quarter of an hour 
after the roia began, the vice-regal 
party, and that of the commander of 
the forces, who were present, retired. 
Neither the lord lieutenant, nor her 
grace tlie duchess, bowed to tlm au- 
dience. Mr Beresford, the lord may- 
or, kept the house for about half an 
hour after the lord lieutenant had re- 
tired. The house, after continuing 
for upwards of two hours in a state of 
great tumult, was Anally cleared at 
one o’clock this morning. 

17th. — Saturday night, Mr Jones 
was busy making arrests of rioters in 
the box lobby. On Monday night 
some police magistrates ordered a 
company of soldiers, at the instigation 
of the patentee, into the house. On 
Tuesday night {he disorders were at 
their height. The audience was as nu- 
merous as that which originated the tur 
mult on Friday night ; but it was much 
more determined and enthusiastic. 

The refusal of Mr Jones to make 
a personal apology continued the 
source of the uproar. The audience 
would enter into no compromise. Pla- 
cards were distributed in all quarters, 
and handed to ail persons, but they 
proved abortive. One of them, was 
as follows • 

THEATRE ROYAL. • 

“ The proprietors of the theatre royal 
beg iSave to appeal to thg public upon 
the subject of the discofttent which 
has been manifested at the theatre the 
fewJast evenings : 
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The manager, Mr Rock, being the 
only and properest channel of com- 
munication between the proprietors 
and the public, having failed in his 
endeavours to obtfdn a hearing, the 
proprietors have but this inode left of 
stating, that the reason why no verbal 
apology* was made oij Friday night, 
for change of entertainment, vvas, that 
when his excellency the lord licute' 
nant honours the theatre with his pre- 
sence, it is an established rule that the 
performance shall, upon no account 
whatever, be interrupted by extra- 
neous communication from the stage ; 
nor is it even usual, upon those nights, 
to give the customary announcement 
of the. play for the ensuing evening. 

“The proprietors of the theatre anxi- 
ously hope that a liberal public will 
deem this sufficient to acquit them of 
the slightest intention of any neglect 
or disrespect towards them ; and trust 
that they may with confidence throw 
themselves upon their just and good 
feeling for the protection of their 
property.” 

December 20th, 1814. 

Besides this, there was a more con- 
cise one distributed, offering further 
explanation, through ^the instrument- 
ality of Mr Rock, if it was deemed 
necessary. The expedient of exhi- 
biting on the stage a canvass placard, 
written in characters sufficiently large 
to be intelligible to the upper gallery, 
was even resorted to. It was received 
with showers of all sorts of missiles. 
Indeed, it seemed to serve only as a 
signal for the more active part of the 
audience to commence their opera- 
tions. It was immediately followed 
by the breaking of a quantity of the 
foot lights, and the chandelier wliicli 
was scispended over the right-hand 
stage box. The lord mayor an^ slie- 
riffs appeared in the front box, and 
entreated forbearance. The audience, 
they said, might evince their disap- 


probation by words as long and as 
loud as they wished, but they en- 
treated of them to spare the property. 
There was a loud cheer for the civic 
authorities, and many persons ad- 
dressed them. The unanimous cry 
was for Mr Jones; and most vehe- 
ment apseverations were uttered, ^hat 
no performance would be evt.r per- 
mitted if he did not yield. Subscrip- 
tions, it was said, would be entered 
into for the sustenance of rhe depend- 
ent actors,* if the public were driven 
to aey extremity. 

While the lord mayor and sheriffs’ 
were engaged in reinoj st rating in the 
centre of the hoyse some police-men 
came in contact with a group of young 
men in one of the stage foxes To 
this quarter the attention of ihe au- 
dience was instantly directed. The 
lord mayor repaired to the 8p(»t, and 
it appeared that one or two gentlemen 
were taken to the watch-house. On 
enquiry, there was no autlmrily for 
committing those persons from the 
lord mayor or sheriffs ; and there w^as 
a general burst of inc^ignation. 'ilie 
offending constat>les were instantly 
put out of the house, and the lord 
mayor had the condescension (poor 
man) to go in person to liberate the 
captives, lie did not think it prudent, 
however, to let them re-enter the 
theatre ; and he extorted pledges from 
them, that they should go quietly to 
their houses. One fulfilled his pro- 
mise, but the other violated it. 

The employment of the peace-ma- 
kers in one quarter only afforded op- 
portunities for mischief in others. 

Before the lord mayor or sheriffs 
could again obtain any thing like a 
general hearing, many lights were 
extinguished, and the .orchestra and 
stage loaded with the ruins of the ad- 
joining boxes. They at length thought 
it useful to address the house from the 
stage. There was no man of good 
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feeling who was not pained at the 
huniiliatipg expedient to which they 
were compf Ued to resort. Three or 
four word^ were all that could be ut- 
tered in any interval of the uproar. 
No more couUl be collected from the 
lord niayoi, than that he saw the 
loi d lieutenant that rm rning ; that he 
proj^ostd to wait on his excellency 
the mnniing following with a repre- 
sentation ot the state ot the public 
feeling ; and that he would do any 
thing for the housC) if th^ but cea- 
setf to destroy the proprietors’ pro* 
perty.” Cheering as loud as thunder 
followed, but a thousand voices again 
vocifeiated, “ Jones ’ Jones! Nothing 
but Jones 1” — “ WefI, then, gentle- 
men,” said the lord mayor, 1 will 
again xmit on Mr Jones!” Bravo! 
Bravo ! thundered forth from all quar- 
ters of the house. 

The lord mayor again retired, but 
he had scarcely departed when an 
accident, which had very nearly pro- 
ved fatal to many individuals, created 
a great uproar, and called him back. 
It was the bursting of the pannel of 
the right-hand stage box, and the 
precipitation, head- foremost, into the 
orchestra, of at least twenty people 
who pressed against it. As soon as it 
vras ascertained that no material ac- 
cident had occurred, and after .ar- 
rangements had been made to induce 
a crowd that rushed upon the stage, 
to withdraw, the lord mayor and she- 
rifts proceeded on their embassy to 
Mr Jones. 

A considerable interval elapsed be- 
fore they returned, and it was em- 
ployed in a most horrible scene of 
devastation. All the lights were put 
out, and even the brass work that was 
employed in suspending them was 
broken to atoms. The pannels of the 
lower tier of boxes, which were, or* 
namented by various historical paint- 
ingS; were next assailed. In less than 


five minutes the entire of them were 
torn* oMt and thrown into the pit. 
The pannels of the second tier shared 
the same fate, and the pit was literally 
filled with the wreck before, the lord 
mayor and sheriffs could ^return.-— 
When they made their appearance 
there was the usual cheer. “ Gen- 
tlemen,” said tlte lord mayor, I can 
only tell you, that nothing more can 
be done to night, and that I propose 
to wait on the lord lieutenant to-mor- 
row. Gentlemen, I have to entreat 
that you will instantly withdraw from 
the theatre.” Yes I yes ! bravo ! 
bravo ! was the general cry, and all 
prepared to depart. The house, how- 
ever, was not cleared until there was 
a tremendous addition made to the 
universal ruin. Even the galleries, 
which were hitherto neutral, now lent 
their exertions. So perfect a picture 
of wreck was never perhaps wit« 
nessed. 

Mr Jones at length thought fit to 
announce his resignation, rather than 
submit to make a personal apology on 
the stage (which was required), for 
an offence to the public not intended 
by him ; in so doing, he observes, that 
he has not forfeited his character as 
a gentleman. The management was 
then confided to a committee of the 
performers, and the theatre re-opened, 
on the 28th. 

At the rise of the curtain Mr Rock 
obtained permission to read docu- 
ments respecting the resignation of 
Mr Jones. To the address of Mr 
Jones he shewed a signature, and 
testified it was Mr Jones’s hand-wri- 
ting. A declaration was distributed, 
which he also read, to. the follov^ing 
effect: — 

” Mr Jones having positively and 
unequivocally withdrawn from the 
management of the theatre, the other 
proprietors think it necesswy to state, 
that all prosecutions shall cease ; they 
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pledge themselves that as they had 
no part in the late transactions, so 
ahall it be their study to remove every 
reasonable cause of complaint which 
the public may feel.” 

This statement was certided by the 
names of the remaining proprietors, 
John Crampton, E. T. Dalton, George 
Gregory* 

Thus terminated another of those 
scenes which we shall always hold as 
equally discreditable to the character 
of those concerned in them, and to 
the laws which tolerate such illegal 
and cowardly outrages. We boast 
that we live in a land of freedom, and 
in an age which has survived most of 
the qnworthy prejudices which de- 
graded the character of less enlight- 
ened stages of society. Yet in what 
are we superior, at the present time, 
in our treatment of that class of snen 


who administer the most richly of all 
others to our delight, to tlsa rudest 
periods of times past ? If France, at 
this day, refuses Chrkti^ sepulture. 
■ to actors, have tee any right to con« 
temn the deprivation as barbarous^ 
who enact a worse barbarity against 
them living ? And what a lamentable 
necessity is it--*-for a necessity' we 
must presume it to be — that those 
administrators of the laws, who are 
vigilant to defend the rights of all 
the other classes of society, should be 
compelled, wherever those of the actor 
or manager are invaded, to cast them* 
almost out of the pale of their protec* 
tion ^ It belongs not to us, feeble as 
we are, to redre'ss this injured class of 
men ; but we shall ^not hesitate to 
stigmatize the oppression under which 
they suffer, whenever an opportunity 
is afforded ^ # 
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SUMMARY 


OP 

REMARKABLE OCCURRENCES in 1814 . 


Jan. 1. From this date to the 3d, the 28. Battle of Briennc, in which the 
aJlies crossed the Rhine, and entered French were defeated with the loss of 60 
France, pieces of cannon, &c. 

2. The garrison of Dantzic, consisting Feb. 1. 10* A dreadful volcanic irrop- 
of 14 generals and 11.800 men, surrender* tion in the island of Manilla, which de« 
ed, as prisoners of war, to the Russians. stroyed a great tract of country — more 

3. An intense frost, which continued than 1200 of the inhabitants lost their 

for several weeks. lives. 

5. Gluckstadt surrendered to the Swe- 3. The river Thames frozen over, and a 
dish forces, aided by a British squadron. number of booths for c^ifierent kinds of di« 

— La Ceres French frigate, of 44 guns, version erected on it. 

taken by the Niger and Tagus frigates. — The Terpsichore French frigate, of 

10. A great number of fishing-boats. 44 guns and S20 men, taken by the Ma« 
wrecked off the north-west coast of Ire- jestic, 74. 

land, and tije crew, consisting of upwards — The Uranie, ditto ditto, set fire to 
of 60 people, drowned. by her captain, to prevent her falling into 

15. The French defeated at Merxen, in tl)e hands of the British, 
the neighbourhood of Antwerp, by Lord 5. From this date to the 20th, a num<* 
Lynedoch. her of attacks made by the allies and 

l4. Peace concluded between Britain, French, with alternate success. 

Sweden, and the King of Denmark. 7. Troyes taken by the allies. 

— The Alcmene Fi’cnch frigate, of 44 12. The custom-house in Lower Thames- 

guns and 319 men, taken by the Venerable, street, London, destroyed by fire, in which 
74, and Cyane sloop of war. three persons lost their lives. * 

19. The IphigeniaFrench frigate, of 44 — A great inundation at Perth, odca^ 

guns and 325 men, likewise taken by the sioned by the breal^ing up of the ice in fihe 
above two vessels. Jay. ^ 

24. Five mails from London d«e at * 15. The French attacked and defeated 
Edinburgh, owing to the severity of the by part of Lord Wellington's arnly, at St 
weather. JE^Iais. 

26. Bois-le-Duc taken from the^French. 17. Fqptainbleau taken by the Russianet 
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SI. Reported deatfi of BuonapartCi a 
hoax, played off on the Stock Exchange, 
by De jBerenger, &c. which created much 
peculation. 

24. The British army effected a passage 

across the Adour. • 

25. The Clorinde French frigate, of 44 
guns and 360 men, taken by the Eurotas, 
of 38, Captain PhiKimore. Loss of the 
British, 60 men killed and wounded ; that 
of the French, 120. 

27. The French, under Marshal Soult, 
defeated near Orthes, by the Marquis of 
Wellington. 

— The French defeated at Bar-sur- 
Aube, by the allies, with the loss of 3000 
men, 

March 2. The French defeated by Sir 
Rowland Hill, near Arie, and their maga- 
zifics taken. 

7. Marshal Bluchcr attacked and de- 
feated by Buonaparte, at Frere Champe- 
noise, suffers a great loss, and with diffi- 
culty effects a retreat. 

9. T he British troops, in an attempt to 
take Bergen-op*zoom by storm, defeated 
with great loss of officers and men. 

10. A severe battle between the French 
and the allies at Laon. 

12. Bourdeaux taken possession of by 
Marshal Beresford, and the white flag 
hoisted. 

. 14. General St Priest driven out of 
Rheims by the French, with considerable 
loss. * 

44. Ferdinand the Seventh arrived in 
Spain, after having been long detained a 
prisoner iri France, by order of Buonaparte. 

26, La Sultawe, French frigate, of 44 
guns and 350 men, captured by the Han- 
nibal, 74, Sir Michael Seymour. 

27. L'Etoile French frigate, of 44 guns 
and 320 men, taken by the Ilebrus, 38, 
Captain Palmer, after a close action — Bri- 
tish loss, 13 men killed and 25 wounded ; 
French, 40 killed, and 70 wounded. 

28, The American frigate Essex, of 38 

guns, taken ‘off Valparaiso, in South Ame- 
rici., by the Phoebe frigate, and Cherub 
sloop. The Essex had 72 men killed and 
80 wounded ; the British five killed and 1 0 
wounded. ^ 

29, Tlie Grand Duchess of Oldenburgh, 

^gister to the Emperor of Russia, arrived in 
England. ^ 

sOf The French troops driven from the 


heights before Paris, and,'^»]bv tin armis- 
tice concluded afterward.s, the city eva- 
cuated. 

31. The allied armies entered Paris, 
under the command of the Emperor of 
Russia and King of Prussia. 

April 2, The Prince of Orange instal- 
led Sovereign of Holland, at Amsterdam. 

3. The French senate assembled and 
dethroned Buonaparte, and declared liis 
dynasty at an end, * 

5. Buonaparte renounced the govern- 
ment of France for himself and his heirs. 

— Lbuis XVIII, recalled to the<V^!.ront 
by the French senate. 

6. The French senate adopted a hew 
constitution, which was accepted by Louis. 

8, Mr De Bcrenger apprehended at 
Leith, and, after examination, sent off to 
Ix)ndon, in custody, for the fraud on tlui 
Stock Exchange. 

10. A desperate battle fought in the 
neighbourhood of Thoulouse, between the 
Marquis of Wellington and Marshal Soult, 
in which tlie latter was defeated. Loss 
on both sides great. 

12. Monsieur, brother to Louis XVIII. 
made his public entry into Paris. 

14. A sortie made by the garrison of 
Bayonne, in which Lieutenant-General Sir 
John Hope was wounded and taken pri- 
soner, and General Andrew Hay killed ; 
and many officers and men killed, wound- 
ed, or made prisoners, 

15. Edinburgh, and its environs, bril- 
liantly illuminated in honour of the suc- 
,cess of the Allies, and downfall of Buo- 
naparte. 

17. Gepoa attacked by the British, and 
afterwards surrendered by convention. 
The Brilliant of 74 guns, another ship of 
the line in frame, and four brigs of war, 
taken in the harbour. 

19. Buonaparte left Fountainbleau for 
the island of Elba, under a strong escort 
of the allied troops. 

20. The King of France made his pub- 
lic entry into London with great splen- 
dour. 

23. A suspension of hostilities by sea 
and land agreed to between Britain and 
France. 

24. Louis XVllI. sailed from Dover for 
France. 

May 3. The Marquis of Wellington 
created Duke, and Sir John Qopc, Sir 
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Thomas Graiyfm, Sir Stapleton Cottem, 
Sir Rowland Hill, and Sir William Carr 
Beresford, created Barons. 

— Louis XVIII. entered Paris in great 
triumph. 

6. Oswego taken by the British from 
the Americans. 

. 18. Ap annuity of 1 3,000l. per annum 
voted by the House of Commons to the 
Duke of Wellington. 

J4. Lofd Keith created a Viscounty and 
Sir Edward Pellew a Baron. 

SO. Definitive treaty of peace between 
Oreaf^ Britain and France signed at Paris, 
by which the islands of Malta, the Mau- 
ritius, Tobago, St Lucie, and the Cape of 
Good Hope, were ceded to Britain. 

June 3. The Irish Catholic Board sup- 
pressed by proclamation. * 

5. St George’s church, Charlotte-square, 
opened for public worship. 

6. The Emperor of Russia, King of 
Prussia, and a number of foreigners of 
distinction, landed at Dover, from France, 
and reached London next day. 

— Corn Bill thrown out in the House 
of Commons, by a majority of 10. 

7. A great promotion of General Offi- 
cers took place. 

8. Lord Cochrane, De Berenger, &c. 
tried before the Court of King’s Bench, 
for a fraud on the Stock Exchange, and 
found guilty. 

9. The Emperor of Austria, King of 
Prussia, Earl of Liverpool, and Lord Vis- 
count Castlereagb, elected Knights of the 
Garter. 

13. The ^pan contracted for, and the 
Budget opened in the House of Commons, 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

— A great quantity of stores, and 17 
vessels destroyed at Warham, New Eng- 
land, by the British. 

14. The Prince Regent, Emperor of 
Russia, King of Prussia, &;c. visited the 
University of Oxford. 

lb. Viscount Cathcart created an Earl, 
tlie Earl of Aberdeen a Viscount, and Sir 
Charles Stewart a Baron. 

— The Prince Regent, the Emperor of 
Russia, King of Prussia, and ail the dis- 
tinguished strangers in London dined with 
the Lord Mayor, at Guildhall. 

20, Peace proclaimed at London. 

2L Lord Cochranei De Berengfr, and 


Butt, senltended to 12 months imprisons* 
ment, fined lOOOl. and to stand in the 
pillory ; J. P. Holloway to pay 500l. tmd 
to be imprisoned 13 months ; and Hemv 
Light and Ralph Sandon, to be impglsoned 
1 2 months, for*the fraud on the Stock Ex** 
change. The pillory was afterwards remitted. 

22. The royal strangers left Lqndon. 

. 24. Grand naval review at Portsmouth, 
before the Prince Regent, Emperor of 
Russia, King of Prussia, &c. 

27. The Emperor of Russia and the 
King of Prussia embarked at Dover for 
prance. 

— A large powder magazine exploded 
at Dresden, by which a number of people 
lost their lives, and much damage was 
done to the military barracks and city. 

28. The Leopard, of 54 guns, lost on 
the island of Antecosta. The crew, troops, 
and part of the materials saved. 

— The Duke of Wellington took his 
scat in the House of Lords, when lie re- 
ceived the thanks of the House for his 
gallant conduct abroad. 

— - The Lords agreed to address the 
Prince Regent on the treaty of peace with 
France. 

— > The Commons did the same. 

29. Peace proclaimed at Edinburgh. 

July l. A numerous meeting was held 

of the inhabitants of Edinburgh, when pe- 
titions were agreed to, to be presented to 
parliament against the slave trade. 

— The Duke of vV’ellington received 
the thanks of the House of Commons in 
person. 

4. The House of Commons agreed to 
grant the Princess of Wales an annuity of 

50.0001. a-year; but she only accepted of 

35.0001. 

5. Lord Cochmoe and the Honourable 
Andrew Cochrane Johnstone expelled the 
House of Commons. 

— The Duke of Wellington appointed 
Ambassador to France. 

— - The Americans repulsed in front of 
Chippawa, by the British. 

7. A day of general thanksgiving forthe 
peace, when the Prince Regent and bdth 
Rouses of JParliament went to St PauF% 
and heard divine service. • 

9. The city of London gave ’a mnd 
entertainment in OulldhaU to the Duka 
of Welli^ton, 
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11. The islands in Passainaquc^dy Bay 
taken bv the Britislh 

— The Ro)’al Edin!)urgh Volunteers 
disembodied. 

12. The Princess Charlotte of Wales 
doped from Carlton-house to her mother’s 
house in Connaught' place, but was brought 
back the same night by the Lord Chan- 
cellor. 

— Thomas W'hite, midshipman in the 
Unicorn frigate, tried before the High 
Court of Justiciary, for the murder of 
William Jones* seaman of that ship* at 
Leii/i, on the l5th of June, found guilty 
of c u^pjible homicide, and sentenced to be 
transported for fourteen years. 

lo. Lord Cochrane unanimously re- 
elected member for Westminster. 

21 Grand fete at Carlton House in ho- 
nour of the pcrice. 

23. Admiral William Bradley tried at 
Winchester, for fabricating letters, in or- 
der to defraud the revenue, found guilty, 
and sentenced to death; but afterwards 
pardoned, on condition of banishing him- 
self from the kingdom for the remaimler 
of his life. 

24. Thirteen people destroyed by fire- 
damp in a coal-pit near Wigan. 

30. Parliament prorogued by the Prince 
Regent. 

Aug, 1. Hyde Park, St James’s Park, 
and tin Green Park, opened for the grand 
national jubilee, whicfi continued for se- 
veral days, during \vhich the pagoda took 
fire and was destroyed. 

2. The ancient steeple of Kilwinning, 
Ayrshire, fell, but without doing any da- 
mage, except destroying an empty house. 

9. The Princess of Wales sailed from 
England for the continent. 

10. Ferdinand King of Spain, and the 
Prince of Orange, elected Knights of the 
Garter. 

14. A convention concluded between 
the Swedes- and Norwegians, by which 
hostilities ceased, and Prince Christian 
rasigned all-jiretensions to the govern* 
ment of Norway. 

lb. The British repulsed in an attempt 
to take Foft Erie, with the loss of 900 
men killed and wounded. ^ 

19. A g*'eat fire on the shore of Leith, 
by which^a number of families were burnt 
out. 

22. The Prince of the United Nethep- 


lands invested with the Order of th^ Car- 
ter, and the Hereditary Prince with the 
Order of the Bath. 

24. The American army defeated by 
the British, tinder Major-General Ross, 
with consideratile loss, after which the ci- 
ty of Washington w'as taken, when all the 
public buildings were destroyed, together 
with a frigate; a great quantity of naval 
stores, and 20t) pieces of cannon, were 
taken, and 30,000 stand of arms destroy- 
ed. 

29. Alexandria, on the Potowmac, 
ken by Ciiptain Gordon, of the Seahorse 
frigate, accompanied by several othcf ^iips,' 
and twenty-one vessels of diflferent kinds 
carried ofil 

Sept. L Fort Castine, in the river 
nobscot, taken by the British, under Lieu- 
tenant-General Sir J. Sherbroke. The 
Adams, American frigate, blown' up, and 
a number of vessels taken. 

6, An ingenious machinery for sawing 
veneers at Battersea, London, destroycci 
by fire. Damage upwards of 20,000l«, 

1 1. The British fleet attacked the Ame- 
rican flotilla, at Piattshurg, on Lake Cham- 
plain ; hut, after a severe contest, were all 
captured, except some gun-boats. 

— An extraordinary lunar rainbow seen 
at Edinburgh, Glasgow, &c. 

12. The American army, in front of 
Baltimore, attacked and oefeated ; the 
British commander, Major-General Ross, 
was killed. Finding it impracticable to 
make a successful attack upon Baltimore, 
the British re-embarked the following day. 

- 15. The ferry-boat over the Leven, at 
Balloeh, upset, being overladen with pas- 
sengers, when several people were drown- 
ed. 

IT. The American general. Brown, re- 
pulsed the British, from before Fort Erie, 
in a sortie, with some loss. 

20. The American Congress opened by 
a message from President Madison. 

21. The Emperor of Austria invested 
jvith the Order of the Garter. 

October I7. A Court-Martial assem- 
bled for the trial of Colonel Quintin, of 
the loth hussars, on certain charges of 
cowardice preferred against him by the of- 
ficers of that corps. 

20. The Norwegian Diet decreed an 
union between Sweden and Norway, which 
immedi^lely took place. 



HEMARKABLE 

31. The Cour^lartial on CoL Qiuntin 
concluded. ^ 

[The inliabitants of Edinburgh and its 
vicinity experienoed great inconvenience 
from a scarcity of water, owing to a long 
cotlrse of dry weather, during tne manths 
of August, September, and October.] 

NovEMBsa i: The Plenipotentiaries to 
the Graqd Congress meet at Viennar 

4. Charles Xlll. of Sweden proclaimed 
King of Norway, 

5. The •Americans blew up Fort Erie, 
tiaving previously destroyed all the stores, 
&c. and then retired within their oyrn per* 
ntorifb,' 

7. The first session of the States Ge- 
neral of the Netherlands opened by the 
Prince Sovereign. 

8. Parliament opened by the Prince 
Regent. The addresses in answer to the 
speech carried unanimously. 

— William Adam, Esq. appointed a 
Baron of Exchequer in Scotland, in room 
of Baron Hepburn. 

— The sentence of the Court-Martial 
on Colonel Quintin, acquitting him, ap- 
proved by the Prince Regent, and most of 


OCCURRENCJES. clxxxi 

the officers of the 10th hussars disnfitoed 
from that regiment, and transferred to 
other corps. 

December 1. Parliament adjourned to 
the 9th of February, 1815. 

4 Several people lost their li^s at 
Manchester, in consequence of a fhtse 
alarm that the Methodist chapel in tfiat 
place was likely to fall| , 

10. In the Sheriffi Court, London, a 
jur} gave 15,0001. damages to the Earl of 
R.c)seberry, against Sir Henry Mildmay, 
for crim. con. with the Countess. 

16. A violent gale of wind, and very 
high tides, over most part of Britain and 
Irdand, which occasioned the loss of a 
number of vessels, and very considerable 
damage, particularly along the soutli and 
west coasts. 

20. The interior of the Theatre Royal, 
Crow-street, Dublin, entirely destroyed 
by the audience, in consequence of a dis- 
pute with the manager. 

24. Peace concluded between Britain 
and America, at Ghent; by the British 
and American Commissioners* 
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• 

Admiralty*oMcey Jan* 22. 
Copy of a letter from Vice-Admiral 
Sir Edward Pellew, Bart, to John 
Wilson Croker, Esq. dated onboard 
his Majesty^s ship Caledonia, at 
Port Mahon, the 24th Dec. 1813. 
Sir,— The enclosed narrative will 
convey to their Lordships the details 
of a gallant enterprise, very ably di- 
rected by Capt* Sir Josias Rowley, and 
most zealously executed by the force 
under his command, in co-operation 
with the battalion of Col. Oatanelli, 
who made a descent on the coast of 
Italy, under a hope of surprising Leg- 
horn* The loss sustained in this af- 
fair has been inconsiderable, when 
compared with that of the enemy. I 
am sure their Lordships will do ample 
justice to the merits of Sir Josias, and 
the captains, officers, seamen, and ma- 
rines, engaged in this spirited service. 

I have the honour to be, &c. , 
(Signed) Edw. Pellew* 

His Majesty s ship America, off' 
Leghorn^ Dec* 15* 

Sir, — I have the honour to inform 
you, that in pursuance of my prece- 
ding communication to you frooi Pa- 
lermo, 1 sailed thence on the 29th ult. 
* in company with the Termagant, 
anchor^ at M^lazao bh4he following 


night, wher^ having joined the Edin- 
burgh, Furieuse, and Mermaid, and 
embarked onboard them on the follow- 
ing day the troops of the Italian levy, 
amounting to abfut 1000 men, under 
the command of Lieut.-Col. Catanelli, 
we sailed the same evening, andarrived 
on the coast of Italy ,'off Via Reggio, 
on the 9th inst.; having fallen in 
with the Armada and Imperieuseoffi the 
north of Corsica, 1 detained them to as- 
sist us getting the troops.on shore. Ha- 
ving anchored with the squadron off 
the town, the t^roops and tield-pieces 
were immediately landed; a small party 
of the enemy having evacuated the 
place on a summons that had been seat 
in, and possession was taken of two 18 
and one 12-pounder guns, which de- 
fended the entrance of the river. The 
Lieutenant-Colonel proceeded ^me- 
diately to Lucca, which place was 
surrendered toRim at twelve the same 
night. The following day a detach- 
ment of forty royal marines from this 
ship, under Captain -Rea, was* ' sent 
to a signal station to the northward, 
which on his threatening to itorm, sur- 
rendered to hifPf and :eTeven|(^who 
defended it were madei^risofiars : he 
found it to be a castio wiMsM^rabie 
ske and strengtjhf wd^lssd^ched, 
nod capable of t^n^ing near 1000 
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men. On receiving this report, I sent 
Mr Baialgette, senior lieutenant of 
the America, who with a few barrels 
of powder completely destroyed it, 
bringiog offa brass nine-pounder ^un, 
which was mounted in the castle* Par- 
ties fi^om the Imperieuse and furieuse 
also brought oiF two other brass guns 
from the beach to the, northward and 
southward of the town, those at the 
same place having also been embark- 
ed. 

The Lieutenant-Colonel not judg- 
ing it advisable to return to Lucca, 
had given me notice of his intended 
return to Via Reggio, where he ar- 
rived on the morning of jthe 12, and 
signified his intention to proceed in an- 
other direction. 

Not conceiving my stay with this 
ship any longer necessary, I had made 
arrangements for leaving the Edin- 
burgh, Furieuse, and Termagant, un- 
der the orders of Captain Dundas, to 
keep up (if practicable) acommunica- 
lion with the troops, and purposed sail- 
ing to rejoin your flag as soon as it 
was dark, when towards sun-set we 
perceived a firing at the town, and 
found that the troops were attacked 
by a fot;ce of about six hundred ca- 
valry and infantry, with a howitzer 
and two field-pieces. They consisted 
of a detachment from the garrison of 
Leghorn which had been joined on its 
inarch by some troops at Pisa ; the 
Lieutenant-Colonel completely routed 
them, with the loss of their guns and 
howitzer, and a considerable number 
of kOied, wounded, and prisoners ; the 
remainder retreated in much confu- 
vion towards Pisa. Information ba- 
sing been obtained from the prisoners 
of me w^k state of the garrison at 
Legborc, the Lieutenant-Colonel pro- 
posed to me to intercept the return 
of the routed troops, by proceeding 
immediately off LegWn, in the hopes, 
that by shewing ourselves in as much 
force 9M possible, the fithabitgnts, who, 


it was supposed, were inclined to re- 
ceive us, might make some movement 
in our favour, and that we might avail 
ourselves of any practicable opening 
to force our way into the place. 

I acceded to this proposal, and the 
troops were immediately embarked in a 
number of country vessels, which were 
towed off by tlie boats of the squadron, 
and the whole being taken in tow by 
the ships, we proceeded the same 
night for Leghorn roads, where we an- 
chored about three o’clock on the 
following day, to the northward of thi, 
town. 1'he Imperieuse having pre- 
viously reconnoitered the best spot for 
landing, the vessels were immediately 
towed in sbore^ and the troops and 
field-pieces landed without opposition. 
The boats then proceeded to laiid the 
marines ; but the weather, which had 
been hitherto favourable, in the course 
of the evening became so bad, that 
only a part could be got on shore; 
and 1 regret to state that the pinnace 
of the America was swamped, and 
Lieut. Moody (a most valuable officer), 
and two seamen, were drowned. Early 
in the morning the remainder were 
landed, and proceeded to the positions 
assigned them. 

The corps of the enemy, which had 
been defeated at Via Reggio, was a 
second time reinforced at Fisa, and at 
this- period made an attack on our ma- 
rines without the tower. I beg to re- 
fer you to Captain Dundas's report, 
for the particulars of their defeat : the 
Lieutenant-Colonel suggested, as a 
proper time after this advantage, to 
summons the Commandant, which 
was accordingly done, but an answer 
returned that he would defend himself. 
The gates of the town had been closely 
examined during this day and the pre- 
ceding night, to ascertain the practice* 
b^ity of forcing an entrance ; but that 
or any other means of immediate at- 
tack not being considered practica- 
ble ngafoit a place so strong and 
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regularly fortified^ and there not ap- 
pearing 8;iy movement of the inhabi- 
tants in bur favour, the precarious and 
threatening state of the weather, a 
change of which would have prevent- 
ed all communication with the ships, 
rendered it expedient to re*embark 
the whole without delay; by very 
g^eat exertions this was ejected in 
the best order during the night, and 
early the following morning, in very se- 
vere weather, without any molestation 
from the enemy* 

, On returning from tho shore to the 
America at sun-set, I found a deputa- 
tion from the Mayor and inhabitants of 
the town, who had been permitted by 
the Commandant to come off with a 
flag of truce, to petition us to cease our 
fire from the houses, he having 
threatened to dislodge us by setting 
Are to the suburbs. As arrangements 
were already made for re- embark- 
ing, I consented to a cessation of fi- 
ring on both sides till eight the next 
morning : a favourable circumstance 
for us, the troops on their march to the 
boats being exposed to a Are from the 
ramparts. 

1 have very great satisfaction in re- 
porting to you the zeal and good con- 
duct of all the ofRcers, seamen, and 
marines employed on the above-men- 
tioned services. 

ToLieut.-Col. Catanelli every praise 
is due for his able and indefatigable 
exertions, and 1 feel thankful for his 
cordial co-operation. The conduct 
of the troops of the Italian levy, both 
for bravery and discipline in the held, 
and the cheerfulness with which they 
endured the constant exposure in boats 
in the most severe weather, excited 
our admiration. 

1 am much indebted to Captain 
Grant for his able advice and assist- 
ance. To the Hon. Captain Dundas, 
who undertook the direction ,of Ihe 
marines and seamen ; and to (kptain 
Hamillepi who voluntaeild his ser- 


vices on shore, my thanks are parti- 
cularly due, for the gallant |nanner in 
which they conducted them ; and I 
feel much indebted to the Honu Cap- 
tain Duncan for the ready and usenil 
assistance he afforded me on every oc- 
casion.* Captain Mounse)^, when the 
landing was effected, had moved with 
the Furieuse and Termagant to watch 
the motions of three brigs of war ly- 
ing in the outer mole, but which afler- 
wards moved into the inner one, the 
crews Itaving landed to assist in the 
defence of the place. 

Captain Dunn was indefatigable iu 
his exertions at the landing place ; and 
I feel calkd upon to notice the good 
conduct OT the officers and crews of 
the boats through a continued and 
most fatiguing service. 

1 beg that I may be permitted to 
mention the assistance 1 received from 
Lieutenant Bazalgette, senior of this 
ship, a most deserving officer ; and to 
notice the conduct of Mr Bromley, the 
surgeon, who volunteered his services 
on shore with the troops. 

1 herewith inclose a list of the killed 
and woubded, and am happy to say 
our loss is much smaller than might 
have been expected. 1 have no ac- 
count of that of the Italian levy, but 
1 believe it is not considerable. There 
have been no correct returns of pri- 
soners, but Captain Dundas informs 
me, tliat above three hundred have 
been taken in the two affairs* 

1 have the honour to be^ Ac. 

(Signed) 

Jos. BowleYi Captain* 
Vice-Admiral Sir Edward 

Feliewi Ac. Ac. Ac. 

* 

Hk tkip EiUn- 

burph, qff Lf!ghont Dec. 

15,1813. ■ 

8ir,-.In*bedieso« Jo jraiir 4ircc- 
tloift, Coptaio 'wMlinyMlf 

landed on the avenif^^*! 13th 
wjth 

« W 
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Arnerica^Armada, Edinburgh, Injpe- 
rieuse, Furieuse, Rainbow, Ternia- 
gant, and Mermaid, to co-operate with 
, Licutenant-CoL Catanelli. We push- 
ed on that evening with the advance 
of th^^marincs and Itajian le\j, and 
got possession of tile suburbs of the 
town of Leghorn. The extreme dark- 
ness of the night, and t^ie road being 
nearly impassable, prevented the body 
of the troops joining until the morn- 
ing; the' moment a sufficient number 
had come up, in compliance with the 
Lieut.* Colonel’s arrangements, the 
Italians occupied the suburbs, and 
buildings close to the ran^arts ; the 
marines occupied a positiin on the 
Pisa road. As soon afler day-light 
as possible, we reconnoitred the town ; 
just as we had finished, and were re- 
turning from the southern part of the 
town, a bring was heard in the direc- 
tion of the Pisa road, where we pro- 
ceeded instantly, and found that the 
marines were at that moment attack- 
ed by a considerable body of the ene^ 
my’vS troops, consisting of at least se- 
ven hundred men, cavalry and infan- 
try, supported by two field-pieces ; the 
charge of the cavalry was received 
with great coolness by the marines; 
they opened and allowed them toj)ass, 
killing all but about fourteen, who, 
with two officers, suc^eded in getting 
thVough, but who wbre*all killed or 
wounded, excepting one officer, by a 
email detacliment of the Italian levy 
that was formed at the entrance of the 
suburbe of the town. After the charge 
of the cavalry, the marines instantly 
closed charged the enemy’s infan- 
try, amllllit them entirely to the rout ; 
they loi^t tn this affair the officers com- 
mandihg their Cavalry and infantry, 
with abO^t from two hundred and fif ty 
to tWe'hundr^d killed, wounded, qnd 
prisoners ; the remainder retreated in 
thp greatest dteprder to Pisa. 

. In this almr tny most particalar 
thanks due to Uaptain Hamilton, 
who, I am sorry to tay, is sligWly 


wounded ; as well as to Captain Beale 
of the Armada, who commahdpd the, 
marines ; as also to Captain Rea and 
Mitchell, of the America and Edin- 
burgh : to the officers, non-commis- 
sioned officers, and privates, all pos- 
sible credit is due for repelling the at- 
tack, and putting to rout the enemy, 
who were certainly double their force’ : 
the marines lost on this occasion, one 
killed and seven wounded. * 

The Italian levy, who were on the 
houses close round the ramparts, as 
well as those in the advance, were^ 
indefatigable iti their exertions, and 
their bravery was truly conspicuous 
on all occasions. The enemy suffered 
by the destructive* fire they kept up 
on the ramparts, killing or wounding 
those who attempted to come near the 
guns. 

It being arranged between you and 
the Lieutenant-Colonel, that we should 
re-embark, the wounded and prison- 
ers, with our two Held guns and am- 
munition, were embarked ar twelve 
o’clock last niuht, marched off' in the 
best possible order, through the bad 
roads uiiti inccssaiu rain. 

1 beg to offer ray thanks to Lieu* 
tenant-Colonel Catanelii, for his atten- 
tion in pointing out what he wished 
to be done by us to forward his plan. 
My thanks are due to Captain Dunn, 
of the Mermaid, for forwarding every 
thing from the beach to us in ad< 
vance; as well as to Lieutenants Ma- 
son, of the America, and Mapleton and 
Leach of tiiis ship, and I'ravers, of 
the imperieuse; and to the midship* 
men, and small-arm men, and those 
stationed to a howitzer, for tbeirsteady 
good conduct. 

' I have the honour to be, &c. 

G. H. L. Dundas, Captain. 
Sir J. Rowley, Bart. Captain 

, ofH. M. S. America. 

Thef'return of loss in the above en- 
terprise is^l seaman killed, 3 drown- 
ed, and 11 aroliitided. 
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Downing^dreet, Jan,^ 20 . 

A dispatch has been this day re« 
ceived by Earl Bathurst, addressed to 
his Lordship by Field Marshal the 
Marquis of Wellington, dated 

St Jean de Luz, Jan* 9, 

. ISK. 

The enemy collected a considera- 
ble three on the Gave in the begin- 
ning ol the week, and on the Sddnst. 
drove in the cavalry piquets between 
Wie Joyeuse and Bidouze rivers, and 
^attacked the post of Major General 
Buchan^s Portuguese brigade ori the 
Joyeuse, near La Bastide, and those 
of the 3d division in, Bouloe. They 
turned the right of Major Gen, Bu- 
chan’s brigade on the height of La 
Costa, and obliged him to retire to- 
wards Briscons ; and they established 
two divisions of infantry on the height, 
and in La Bastide, with the remain- 
der of the army on the Bidouze and 
the Gave. 

Our centre and right were imme- 
diately concentrated and prepared to 
move; and having reconnoitred the 
enemy on the 4th, I intended to have 
attacked them on the 5th inst. but 
was obliged to defer the attack till the 
6th, owing to the badness of the wea- 
ther and the swelling of the rivulets. 
The. attack was made on that day by 
the 3d and 4th divisions, under the 
command of Lieut.-Gcn, Sir Thomas 
Pfcton and IJeut,-General Sirjuowry 
Cole, supported by M^or-General Bu- 
chan s Portuguese brigade of Gen. 
Le Cor’s division, and the cavalry un- 
der the command of Major-General 
Fane ; and the enemy were forthwith 
dislodged without loss on our sidet 
and our posts replaced where they had 
been. 

FeO. 8 , 1814 . * 
A dispatch has been , received by 
Earl Bathurst, addi;esse4 ia hk Lord- 
ship by General Sir Thomas Graham, 
dated 


. Hedd^qmrterSi CnimliQuU 
Jan. 14,. 18I4« 

My Lord, — Gen. Bulow, Comman- 
der in Chief of the third corps the 
Prussian army, having signified to me, 
that in lire morning of the 1 1 th inst. 
he was to carry into execution his in- 
tention of driving the enemy from 
their position at Hoogstraeten and 
Wortel, on the Merk, in order to make 
a reconnoissance on Antwerp, and 
that he wished me to cover the eight 
flank of hiilscorpg, 1 moved such p^its 
of the two divisions under my com- 
mand as were disposable from Rosen- 
dall, and arrived here at day-break 
on the morning of the 1 1 th. The ene- 
my were driven back with loss/ from 
West Wesel, Hoogstraeten, &c. after 
an obstinate resistance, by the F^s- 
sian troops, to Braeschat, Westme- 
ille, &c. * 

Dispositions were made to attack 
them again the following day, Init 
they retired in the nfght of the lltli, 
and took up a posilion near Antwerp, 
the left resting on Merexem. ' 
General Bulow occupied Breschat 
in force that evening (the igtii.) 

I moved to Capelie, on the great 
rpad from Bergen-op-Zooirt to Ant- 
werp, to be ready to co-operate in the 
intended attack yesterday. 

Major-General Cookers division re- 
mained in reserve at Capeile, and Ma- 
jor-General McKenzie’s fboved by 
Ekeren and Done towards Morexem, 
so as to avoid both great roads ^cu- 
pied by the Prussians. Whfle the 
Prussians were engaged considerably 
more to the le^, an attack on ll^ vil- 
lage of MerexOm was made by Co- 
lonel M‘Leod’s brigade, led by him- 
self, in the most gallant style, and un^ 
der tlie immediate direction tff jMajdr. 
Gene^ McKenzie. ^ , 

The rapid, but orderljsfeidvW^ of 
the detactoent of the tp%hi|^tdu 
^of the rifle coqps, Pol- 

lertOA^i command, of the ^cond 
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battalion of the 78tb, commanded by 
Lieut.-Colonel Lindsay, supported 
by tbe second battalion of the 25th, 
commanded by Major M‘DonnelI, and 
by the 35tn, under Lieut. -Colon el El- 
phinstone, and an immediate charge 
with the baypnet by tlje 78th, order- 
ed by Lieutenant- Col. Lindsay, de- 
cided the contest much sooner, and 
with much less loss, than might have 
been expected, from the strength of 
the post and numbers of tile enemy. 

Colonel M*Leod received a severe 
wound through the arm, in the ad- 
vance to the attack, but did not quit 
the command of the brigade till 
he bec^ime faint from loss of blood. I 
am happy to think that the army will 
probably not be long deprived of the 
services of this distinguished officer. 

The enemy were driven into Ant- 
werp, with considerable loss, and some 
prisoners were taken. 

1 have the greatest satisfaction in 
expressing my warmest approbation 
of the conduct of these troops : no ve- 
terans ever behaved better than these 
men, who then met the enemy for 
the first time. 

Tlie discipline and intrepidity of the 
Highland battalion, which had the 
good fortune to lead the attack into 
the village, reflects equal credit on tlie 
officers and men. 

The same spirit was manifested by 
the other troops employed. 

Two guns of Major Fyer's brigade 
were advanced in support of the at- 
tack, and, by their excellent practice, 
soon silenced a battery of tbe enemy. 

The 52d regiment, under the com- 
mand of that experienced officerLieut.- 
Colonel Gibbs was afterwards moved 
into tbe village of Merexem, in order 
to cover tbe withdrawing ot the troops 
from it, whic^ was ordered as sSon as 
the Prossialti column arrived by the 
great rqad, die bead of which had al- 
ready driven in tbe outpostS| grben 
our attack began. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Gibbs remain- 
ed with the,52d and Sd battalion 95tli 
till after dark. 

This recon noissance having been 
satisfactorily accomplislied, the Prus- 
sian troops are going into cantonments, 
and this corps will resume nearly those 
it occupied before. 

The severity of the weather has 
been excessive. The soldiers have 
borne it with cheerfulness and patience, 
and I hope* will not suffer very ma- 
terially from it. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) 

Thomas Graham. 

• 

Admiralfy-officej Feb, 2d. 
Copies of letters received at this 
office, from Rear-Admiral Durham, 
Commander in Chief of his Majes- 
ty's ships and vessels at the 'Lee- 
ward Islands, addressed to' J. W. 
Croker, Esq. 

Venerable f at Sea^ Jan, 1 6, 
1814. 

Sir,-.-! have the satisfaction of sta- 
ting, that this day, at nine a. m. the 
Cyane made the signal for two stran- 
gers in the north-east, which were im- 
mediately given chase to, and, owing 
to the very superior sailing of the Ve- 
nerable, 1 was enabled to come up 
within gun-shot of them at the close 
of the day, leaving the Cyane far 
astern.^ On ranging up with the lee- 
ward-most, (the nigh^ was too dark 
to distinguish her colours,) desirous 
of saving her the consequences of so 
unequal a contest, I hailed her twice 
to surrender, but the evasive answer 
returned, obliged me to order the 
guns to be opened as they would 
bear; upon this the enemy imme- 
dlatciljr put his helm up, and, under 
all sail, laid us on board, for which 
temerity he has suffisred most severe- 
ly. The p^mptilude with which Capt. 
Worth repelled tbe attempt to board, 
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waar not; less conspicuous than the 
celerity with which he passed his men 
into the enemy’s frigate, and hauled 
down her ensign. 1 have much plea- 
sure in naming the petty officers who 
distinguished themselves on this oc- 
casion, Messrs Maltman, Walker, and 
Ne^il, master’s mates, and Mr Grey, 
midshipman. This ship proves to be 
the Alcmene, a beautiful French fri- 
gate of 44* guns, having a complement, 

> at the commencement of the action, 

J ‘UfSlD men, commanded by Captain 
j J)ucrest de Villeneuve, an officer of 
^ much merit, and who was wounded at 
the time of boarding. To his deter- 
mined resistance, ai(?ed by the dark- 
ness of the night, the other frigate 
for the present owes her escape ; but 
I have every hope that the Cyane 
will be enabled to observe her until 
I have shifted the prisoners, and re- 
paired the trifling injury done to the 
rigging, during the period of the ene- 
m^ being on board. Our loss consists 
oi two seamen killed and four wound- 
ed ; that of the enemy two petty of- 
ficers and thirty seamen killed, and 
fifty wounded. Lieutenant G. Luke, 
whom I have placed in the frigate, is 
an old and very deserving officer, who 
has served twenty years under my 
command. 

1 have the honour to be, &c« 

P, C. Durham, 

Rear-Admiral. 

♦ 

Venei'abk, at Sea, Jan, 20. 

Sir, -.-It affords me much pleasure 
to communicate to you, for their Lord- 
ships’ information, the capture of the 
French frigate that escaped on Sun- 
day night. The vigilance of Captain 
Forrest enabled him to keep sight of 
her during the night and two follow- 
ing days, when having run 153 miles 
in the direction I ju^ed the enemy 
had taken, the Vdiewie’s. superior 
sailing ^ave me the opportunity of 
again discpyering the fu|itivej and 


aftef anr anxious chase of 19 liours, to 
come up with and rapture her. She is 
named the Iphigenie, a frigate of the 
largest class, commanded by Captain 
Emerie, Jiaving a complcrafent ot 325 
men, and, like her consort, the Alc- 
mene, perfectly new. Every means 
to effect her escape were resorted to, 
the anchors being cut away, and her 
boats thrown overboard. On our co- 
ming up we had run the Cyane out of 
sight from the mast head. 

These frigates sailed in company 
from Cherbourgh,.on the 20th of Oc- 
tober last, and were to cruise for six 
months. It becomes me now to notice 
the very meritorious conduct of Cap- 
tain Forrest, not only in assiduou^y 
keeping sight, but repeatedly offering 
battle to a force so superior ; nor less 
deserving of my warmest approbation 
is Captain Worth, of this ship, whose 
indefatigable attention during the 
many manoeuvres attempted by the 
enemy in this long and arduous chase, 
was equalled only by the exemplary 
behaviour of every officer and man un- 
der lus command. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

C. P. Durham, 

Rear-Admiral. 


WAR DEPARTMEKT. 

Doxvning-street, Feb, 13, 1814. 
A dispatch, of which the following is 
a copy, was last night repeLved at 
Earl Bathurst’s office, addressed to 
his Lordship by General Sir Tho- 
mas Graham*, dated Merexem, Feb. 
6,1814; 

Head-guarterSf Merxxemj^ 

A6.e,m^ 

My* Lord,— I should^ have been 
^ppy to have bad to fmublbince to 
your Lordship, that tbeiii0veiiMnt on 
Ant^rp, fixed byOeneral Botow £ar 
the 2a mst. had produced a greater 
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effect; bint the want ortime,.^an4 of 
greater means, will account to your 
Lordships for the disappointment of 
our hopes of a more satisfactory re- 
sult ; for General Bulow received 
(after we had got the better of all the 
great obstacles in the way of taking a 
position near the town^ orders to pro- 
ceed to the southward to act in con- 
cert with the grand array; and the 
state of the w eather, for some time 
back, not only prevented my recei- 
ving tlie supplies of ordnance and ord- 
nance stores from England, but made 
it impossible to land much of what 
was on board the transports near Wil- 
liamstadt, the ice cutting off all com- 
munication with them. 

I have, however, sincere pleasure 
in assuring your lordship, that every 
part of the service was conducted by 
the officers at the head of the differ- 
ent departments with all the zeal and 
intelligence possible. 

To make up for the want of our 
own artillery, all the serviceable Dutch 
mortars, with all the ammunition that 
could be collected, were prepared at 
WilliamStadt ; and on the evening of 
the 1st, the troops of the first and se- 
cond divisions, that could be spared 
from other services, were collected 
Braeschat, and next morning this vil- 
lage (fortified with much labour ever 
since our former attack) was carried 
in the most gallant style, in a much 
shorter time, and with much less 
loss, than I could have believed pos- 
sible. 

Major-General Gibbs, command- 
ing the 2d division (in the absence of 
Major General M‘Kenzie, confined 
by a. dangerous fall from his horse,) 
ably se^hded^by Major-General Tay- 
lor, and by Lieutenant-Colonel Hur- 
ries, commanding Major-Gen. Gibbs's 
brigade, conducted this attaefk, in 
which all tile troops engaged behaved 
with tho ustiil spirit and intrepidity 
of British fiolcilers. ^ # 

1 feel particularly inddblted to the 


officers already named, ; and also to 
Lieutenant-Col Cameron, coinmand^ 
in^ the detachments of the three bat* 
talions of the 95th ; to Lieutenant- . 
Colonel Hompesch, with the 25th re« 
giraent ; to Major A. Kelly, wjth the 
54?th ; to Lieut. Colonel Brown, with • 
the 56th ; and to Major Kelly, w;ith 
the 7Sd, for the distinguished manner 
in which those corps attacked the left 
and centre of the village, forcing the 
enemy from every strong-hold, and 
storming the mill battery on Ferdi-^ 
nhnd's Dyke ; while Major-General 
Taylor with the 52d, under Lieute- ' 
nant Colonel Gibbs, the 35th, under 
Major Macalister, and the 78th, un- 
der Lieut.-Colonel Lindsay, march- 
ing to the right, and directly on the 
mill of Ferdinand's Dyke, threaten- 
ed the enemy's communication from 
MerCxem towards Antwerp. 

Two pieces of cannon and a cori- 
sldcrable number of prisoners fell in- 
to our hands. 

No time was lost in marking out 
the batteries, which, by the very great 
exertions of the artillery, under Lieut.- 
Colonel Sir G. Wood, and the engi- 
neers, under Lieut.-Col Carmichael 
Smyth, and the good-will of the work- 
ing parties, were completed by half 
past three p. m. of tiie 3d. 

TJie batteries opened at that hour. 
During the short trial of the fire that 
evening, the defective state of the 
WilliamStadt mortars and ammunition 
was too visible. Our means were thus 
diminished, and much time was lost^ 
as it was not till twelve at noon the 
following day (the 4th) that the fire 
could be opened again. 

That day's fire disabled five of the 
six 24-pounder6. Yesterday the fire 
was kept up all day. The practice was 
admirable, out there was not a suffi- 
cient^ number of shells falling to pre- 
vent the from extingu&faing fire 
whenevei' it broke out among the 
ships, and otif fire ceti^bd entirely ar 
sun-set jr^ferddy. 
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It is impossible for me to speak too 
highly of the indefatigable exertions 
of the two branches of the ordnance 
department. 

I have much reason to be satishcd 
with the steadiness of the troops, and 
the attention of the officers of all ranks, 
during the continuance of this service. 
Detacliments of the rifle coips did the 
most advanced duty, under the able 
direction of Lieutcnant-CoL Cameron, 
in a way that gave security to the bat- 
on Ferdinand’s Dyte ; and 
tl\ough this line was enfiladed, and 
every part of the village under the 
range of shot and shells from the ene- 
my, I am happy to say the casualties, 
on the whole, have not been nume- 
rous. 

As soon as every thing is cleared 
away, we shall move back into such 
cantonments as I have concerted with 
General Bulow. * 

I cannot conclude this dispatch with- 
out expressing my admiration of the 
manner in which General Bulow form- 
ed the disposition of the movement, 
and supported this attack. 

The enemy were in great force on 
the Deurne and Berchem roads, but 
were every where driven by the gal- 
lant Prussians, though not without con- 
siderable loss. 

1 am, <S:c. (Signed) 

TllQAIA.S GllAHAM. 

Admiralty-(^kCy April 26. 
Copy of a letter from Capt. Rainer, 
of his Majesty’s ship Niger, trans- 
mitted by Vice-Admiral Dixon to 
• John Wilson Crokcr, Esq. 

His Mc^estys ship Niger ^ 
at seUf Jan, 6, Ihll*. 
Sir,— I acquaint you for the infor- 
mation of the Lords Commissioners 
of’ the Admiralty, that leaving made 
the island ot St Antonio yesterday 
morning, for the purpose of correcting 
my longitude previous to aUcv^ing the 

VOL. Vll, I’ART 11. 


ships parting company who wer^ bound 
to Maranham, a strange sail was dis- 
covered a-head. 1 immediately gave 
chase; his majesty’s ship Tagus* ia 
company.— She was soon made out to. 
be a frigate, and we had the pleasure 
to find that we were gaining upon her ; 
at daylight this n»orning wo were not 
more than a mile and a half distant ; 
at half past seven they took in studding 
sails, and hauled the wind on the star- 
board tack, finding that we had the 
advantage before it. The'Tagus being 
to windward, Captain Pipon was en- 
abled to open his first fire, which was 
briskly returned by the enemy, who 
had hoisted French colours on the 
Tagus shewing her’s. After exchan- 
ging a few broadsides, tlie French fri- 
gate’s main topmast was shot away, 
which rendered her escape impossible ; 
and a/s his majesty’s ship under my com- 
mand was coming up, any further de- 
fence would only have occasioned a 
useless sacrifice of lives ; they fired a 
broadside, and struck their colours. On 
taking possession she proved La Ceres, 
French frigate of i* t guns, and 32i* 
men, commanded by Le Baron de 
Bouganville, out one month from Brest 
on .her first cruize : she is only two 
years old, copper fastened, and sails 
well. 1 should not do Justice to the 
Baron if I omitted staling, that during 
the long and anxious chase (in which 
we ran 238 miles), his ship was ma- 
nmuvred in a masterly style. 1 have 
sent Mr Manton, first of this ship, in 
charge of the prize, who is a deserving 
officer. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) 

P. RAiNfBii, Captidn. 
To Vice-Adm. Dixon, com- * 
mander in Chief, &c. Rio 
Janciiso. 

• 

Admiraliy^ogkt^ April % 
Extract of a letter from Captain Hayes, 
of hii/ Majesty’s ship Majestic, acU 
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dressed to Admiral Sir Johp Borlase 
Warren, and a duplicate transmit- 
ted to John Wilson Croker, Esq. 

, Majestic, at sca^ Feb. 5. 

I have the honour to acquaint yeu* 
that, in my way from St Michael to 
Madeira, in the execution of your 
orders, at day-light in the morning of 
the 3d instant, in latitude 37> and 
longitude VO, being then in chase of a 
ship in N E supposed to be one of the 
enemy cruizcrs, three ships and a brig 
were ciisrovered about three leagues 
off, in the S. S E. of very suspicious 
appearance, and not answering the 
private signal, I gave over the [lursuit 
of the sliip to the northward and east- 
ward, hoisted my colours, and pro- 
ceeded to reconnoitre the Bouthern 
squadron, when two of the ships imme- 
diately gave chase to me ; on closing 
within 4} miles, I discovered them to 
be two 44<-gun frigates, a ship mount- 
ing 20 guns, and a brig which 1 could 
not perceive to be armed. I deter- 
mined on forcing them to shew their 
colours (which they appeared to wish 
to avoid), and for that purpose stood 
directly for the headmost frigate, when 
she shortened sail, and brought to, /or 
the other to close. 1 now made all sail, 
in the hope of being able to get along- 
side ot her before it could be effected; 
but in this I was foiled, by her wear- 
ing, making sail, and joining the other, 
and taking a station a-head and a-stern 
with tlie 20-gun ship and a brig on 
the weather bow ; they stood to the S. 
8. E. with laboard studding sails, and 
all the sail thar could be carried ; the 
sternmost hoisting French colours, at 
a ‘quarter of an liour past two o’clock ; 
she 6pened a fire from the aftermost 
guns upon us at S o’clock, being in a 
goodpobition (going ten knots^nhour)., 
i commepvied firing with considerable 
effect, the shot going either through, 
or just over the starboard quarter to 
the forecastle, over the larboaft d bow ; 


when ot forty-nine minutes past four 
she struck her colours to bis majesty’s 
ship Majestic, under my command. 
The wind increasing, tlie prize in, a 
state of great confusion, and night fast 
approaching, obliged me to stay by her, 
anil to suffer the other frigate, with 
the ship and brig, to escape ; the sea 
got up very fast, so that only one hun- 
dred of the prisoners ouldbc exchan- 
ged, and even in effecting timt, one 
boat was lost and two prisoners drown- 
ed : this; I hope, sir, will plead jw 
apology for not bringing you the whole 
of them. The captured ship is the 
Terpsichore, of 44 guns, eighteen and 
twenty lour plunders, and 320 men, 
Breton Francois de Sire, Capitaine de 
Frigate ; the other was the Atalantie, 
sister ship, exactly of the same force ; 
they sailed from the Scheldt on the 
20th of October, and went to L^Orient, 
from whence they sailed again on the 
8th of January, in company with La 
Yade, a similar ship, which parted 
from them in latitude 45, and longi- 
tude 16.40. The enemy had only three 
men killed, six wounded, and two 
drowned ; the Majestic none. 

The officers and men I have the 
honour to command conducted them- 
selves on this occasion as I expected 
they would do. 

Doxmin^-street, March 1 1. 
A dispatch, of which the following is 
an extract, has been this day re- 
ceived at Earl Bathurst’s office, ad- 
dressed to his Lordship by Field- 
Marshal the Marquis of Welling- 
ton, dated 

Si Jean de Luz, Feb. 20. 
In conformity with tlic intention 
which I communicated to your Lord- 
ship in my last dispatch, I moved the 
right of the army, under Lieutenant- 
General Sir R. Hill, on the 14th ; he 
drove in the enemy’s picquets on the 
Joyeuse river, and attacked their posi- 
tion at*Hellette, from which he obli- 
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ged General Harispe to retire, with 
Joss, towards St Martin. I made the 
detachment of General Mina’s troops, 
in the valley of Bastan, advance on the 
same day upon Baygorey and Biddar- 
ray ; and the direct communication of 
the enemy with St Jean Pied de Port 
being cut off by Lieutenant-General 
Sir Rowland Hill, that fort has been 
blockaded by the Spanish troops 
abovc-rnentioned. 

On the following morning, the 1 5th, 
t^p^troops under Lieutenant-<ieneral 
Sir Rowland Hill continued the pur- 
suit of the enemy, who had retired to 
a strong position in front of Garris, 
where General Harispe was joined by 
General Paris’s division, which had 
been recalled from the march it had 
commenced for the interior of France, 
and by other troops from the enemy’s 
centre. 

General Murillo’s Spanish division, 
after driving in the cnerny^ advanced 
posts, was ordered to move towards St 
Palais, by a ridge parallel to that on 
which was the cnemy’o position, in or- 
der to turn their left, and cut off their 
retreat by that road ; while the 2d di- 
vision, under Lieutenant-General Sir 
W. Stewart, should attack in front. — 
Those troops made a most gallant at- 
tack upon the cnemy^s position, which 
was remarkably strong, but which was 
carried without very considerable 
loss. Much of the day liad elapsed be- 
fore the attack could be commenced, 
and the action lasted till after dark, 
the enemy having made repeated at- 
tempts to regain the position, particu- 
Jarly in two attacks, which were most 
gallantly received and repulsed by the 
39th regiment, under the command of 
the Honourable Colonel O’Call^lian, 
in Major-General Pringle’s brigade. 
The Major-General and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Bruce, of the 39th, were un- 
fortunately wounded; we took ten 
officers, and about 200 prisoners. 

The right of the centre of tjjje army 


made a corresponding movemery: with 
the right on these days, and our posts 
were on the Bidouze river on the even- 
ing of the 15th. The enemy retired 
across the river at St Palais in the 
night, destroying the bridges,* which, 
however, were repaired, so that the 
troops under Lieutenant-General Sir 
R. Hill crossed oi/tlie 16th ;* the ene- 
my were driven across the Cave de 
Mouleon. They attempted to destroy 
the bridge at Arriverete, but they had 
not time to complete its destruction ; 
and a ford having been discovered 
above the bridge, the 92(1 regiment, 
under the command of Lieut.-Col. Ca- 
meron, supported by the fire of Cap- 
tain Beane’s troop of horse artillery, 
crossed the ford, and made a most 
gallant attack upon two battalions of 
French infantry polled in the village, 
from which the latter were driven 
with considerable loss. The enemy 
retired in the night across the Gave 
d’Olcron, and took up a strong posi- 
tion in the neighbourhood of Sauve- 
terjre, in which they were joined by 
other troops. 

On the 18th, our posts were esta- 
blished on the Gave d’Oleron. In all 
the actions which 1 have above detailed 
to ybur Lordship, the troops have con- 
ducted themselves remarkabJ}^ well ; 
and 1 had great satisfaction in obser- 
ving the good conduct of those under 
General Murillo, in the attack of Hdl- 
lete on the 1 4-th, and in driving in the 
enemy’s advanced posts in front of 
their position, at Garris, on the 15tb. 
Since the 14th, the enemy have con- 
siderably weakened their force in Bay- 
onne ; and they have withdrawn from 
the right of the Adour^ above the 
town. , 

Admiralty-Office, March 
5, 18; 4. 

Copy of a letter from Admiral Lord 

Keith, K. B. to John Wilson Cro- 

ker, dated on board his Ma- 
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jesff’s bIji'p York, in Cawaand Bay, 
the 2il inst* 

Sir, — I have tlje honour to enclose, 
for the information of the Lords Com- 
inissione/s of the Admiralty, a copy 
of a Utter from Captain Pliillimore, 
reporting ‘ he capture of La Clorinde 
EVcnch tfigate, afttT a most severe 
conflict, on the evening of the 25th 
ultimo, between her and the Eurotas; 
an action which reflects the highest 
honour Ufion the bravery and profes- 
sional tekill of Capt. Phillimore and his 
oflicers, and upon the valour and good 
conduc t of hib crew. Captain Phil- 
limore has been severely wounded on 
the occasion, hut 1 entertain a flatter- 
ing* hope that his majesty ‘s service, 
and the country at large, w ill not long 
be deprived of the services of so va- 
luable an officer* 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Kexth, AdmiraU 

His Mnjesiys ship Eurotas^ 
months sound t March 1, 

My Lord, — 1 have the honour to 
inform your lordship, that his majes- 
ty's ship under my command parted 
company from the Kippon on Mon- 
day night, the 21 si uit. in chase of a 
vessel which proved to be a Swedish 
merchant ship; and on Friday, the 
2oth, in endeavouring to rejoin the 
llippon, being then in lat. 47* 40. 
north, and long. 9. 30. west, w e per- 
ceived a sail upon the lee-beam, to 
which we gave chase. We soon dis- 
covered her to be an enemy's frigate, 
and that she \ras endeavouring to out- 
manoeuvre us in bringing her to ac- 
tion ; but haying much the advantage 
in spiling, (although the wind had un- 
fortunately died away,) we were en- 
abled at about five o'clock to pass un- 
der her stern, hail her, and cDmmcncc* 
chhc aefion. When receiving her 
■i oadside, and passing to her bow^, our 
dzen* mast w^as shot away. I then or- 
^lercd the helm to be put down to lay 
Aer aboard, but the wreck of our nu- 


2cn lying on our quarter, ^'prevented 
ibis desirable object from being ac-» 
complished. 

I'fic enemy just passed clear of u«, 
and both officers and men of the Eu- 
rotas renewed the action with the 
most determined bravery and resolu- 
tion, while the eiu my return tjvl our 
fire in a w^arm and gallant manner. 
We succeeded in raking her again, 
and then lay broadside to hrmuidde; 
at 6. 2Q. our main-mast fell by the 
board, the enemy's mizen-mast talltTIJf 
at the same time ; at 6. 50. our fore- 
mast fell, and ibe enemy^s inain-masf; 
almost immediately afterwards. At 
ten minutes affter 7 she slackened her 
fire, but having her fore-mast stand- 
ing, she succeeded with her fore-sail 
in getting out of range. During the 
whole of the action we kept up a 
heavy and well-directed fire ; nor do 
1 know wliicli most to admire, the sea- 
men at the great guns, or the niarines 
with their small arms, they vying with 
each other who should most annoy the 
enemy. 

1 was at this time so much exhaust- 
ed by the loss of blood, from wounds 
I had reqeived in the early part of the 
action from a grape-shot, that I found 
it impossible for me to remain any 
longer upon deck. I was tlierefore un- 
der the painful necessity of desiring 
Lieut. Smith (First Lieut.) to take com- 
mand of the quarter-deck, and to clear 
the wreck of the fore-mast and main - 
mast, w hich then lay nearly fore and 
aft the deck, and to make sail after the 
enemy ; but at the same time, I Jiad 
the satisfaction of reflecting that I 
had left the command in tl.e hands of 
a most active arid zealous officer. 

W e kept sight of the enemy during 
the night by means of bout-sails, and 

jigger on the ensign-staff ; and be- 
fore 12 o'clock the next day Lieut. 
Smith reported to me, that, by the 
great exertions of every officer and 
mUn, jlfry-courscs, top-sails,' slay-sails, 
and spanker, w ere set in chase of the 
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i!ueTiijs who had not e^en cleared 
away his ‘wreck, and that vve were 
coming up with her very fusit, going 
at the rate of six knots and a half; 
that the decks were perfectly clear, 
and that the officers and men were as 
eager to renew the action as they were 
to commence it; but to the great 
mortification of every one on board, 
we peijceived two sail on the lee-bow, 
which pro :cd to be the Dryad and 
Achates, and they having crossed 

enemy ( we only four or five miles • 
dUtant) before we could get up to her, 
deprived us of the gratification of 
having her colours hauled down to us. 

The enemy frigate? proved to be 
the Clorinde, Captain Dennis Legard, 
mounting 44 guns, with four brass 
swivels in each top, and a complemeut 
of 360 piOked men. 

It is with sincere regret I have to 
state that our loss is considerable, 
having t*venty killed and forty wound- 
ed; and I most sincerely lament the 
loss of three fine young ink\dupnaea ; 
twg of whom had served tlie whole of 
their time with ine^ and who all pro- 
mised to be ornaments to the service. 
Among the wounded is Lieutenant 
Foord, of the Royal Marines# who re- 
ceived a grape-shot in his thigh, while 
gallantly heading his party. 

1 learn from Monsieur Gerrard, 
one of the French officers, that they 
calculate their loss on board the Cio- 
rinJe at 1^20 men. It is therefore un- 
necessary for me to particularize the 
exertions of every inilividual on board 
thi.^ diip, or the promptness with which 
every order was put into execution 
by so young a ship's company ; but I 
must beg leave to mention the able 
ashisuiuc‘i whjch I received from Lieu- 
tenants Smith, Graves, Randolph, &c. 
^c. 

1 enclose a list of the killed and 
wounded, and have the honour to be, 
&C, J. P lILLIMORE, Capt. 

Adimral Lord Keith, K. B*, 


[Here follows a list of 20 killed, in- 
cluding Messrs Jer. Sparking, and 
C. Greenaway, midshipmen, and Mr 
J. T. Vaughan, volunteer, and 39 
wounded, jnclfiding Capt. Phdilmore 
and Lieut. Foortl, of the marmes, se- 
verely; and J. R. Brigstocke, mid- 
shipman, slightly?] • 

jDoiunins;»streeff March 
20, 1814- 

Major Frcemantle has arrived at 
this office, bringing disp itches from 
the Marquis of Wellington, addressed 
to Earl Bathurst, of which the following 
are copies : — 

-S7 Sever ^ March 1, I8l4* 
My Lord, — I returned to Garns on 
the 21 si, and ordered the 6th and 
light divisions to break up from the 
blockade of Bayonne, and General 
Don Manuel Freyre to close up the 
cantonments ot his corps towards Iruu, 
and to be prepared to move when the 
left of the army should cro.^s the Adour. 

I found the pontoons collected at 
Garris, and thev wore moved forward 
on the following days lo and across the 
Gave de Mouleon, and tiie troops of 
the centre of the army arrived. 

On the 24th, •Lieutenant-General 
Sir Rowland Hill passed the Gave 
d^Oieron at Viiienave, witJi the light, , 
2d, and Portuguese divisions, under 
the commaud of Major- Gen. Charles 
Baion Alton, Lieutenant-General Sir 
William Stewart, and Marischal de 
Campo D>ii Frederick Lecor. while 
Lieuienant-General Sir Henry Clintoa 
passed widi the (3th division uetween 
Moat fort and Lass, LieiitenLint-Geii. 
Sir fhonias Picton made demonstra- 
tions, witii the 3d division, ol i^n in- 
tention to attack ih .* enemy’s position 
at the bridge of Sauveterre, which 
induced the enemy to blow up the 
bridge* * 

Marischal de Campo Don Pablo 
Murillo diovein the enemy’s posts near 
Naverrens, and^blockaded that place. 
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Field-Marshal Sir William ^res- 
foixl likewise, who, since ihe move- 
ment of Sir Rowland Hill on the 14th 
and 15th,, had remained wj^th the 4th 
and 7tli divisions,* and Coloifej;Yiv1an’s 
brigade, in observation on the Lower 
Bidouze, attacked tl^e enemy on .the 
23d in their fortified posts at Hastin- 
gues and Oyergave, on the left of the 
Gave de Pan, and obliged them to 
retire within the tete-de-pont at Peyre- 
horade. 

Immediately after the passage of the 
Gave d^Oleron was cfiected, Sir Row'- 
land Hill and Sir Henry Clinton moved 
towards Orthos, and the great road 
leading from Sauveterre to that town ; 
and the enemy retired in the night 
from Sauveterre across the Gave de 
Pau, and assembled their army near 
Orthes on the 25th, having destroyed 
all the bridges on the river. 

The right, and right of the centre 
of the army, assembled opposite Or- 
thes ; Lieutenant-General Sir Staple- 
ton Cotton, with Lord Edward Sorrier- 
sePs brigade of cavalry, and the 3d 
division, under Lieutenant-General Sir 
Thomas Picton/was near the destroy- 
ed bridge of Bereu§ ; and Fieid- Mar- 
shal Sir William Beresford, with ‘^the 
4th and 7th divisions, under Lieut.- 
General Sir Lowry Cole, and Major- 
General Walker, and Colonel Vivian^s 
brigade, towards the junction of the 
Gave de Pau with the Gave d’Oleron. 

The troops opposed to the Marshal 
having marched on the 25th, he cross- 
ed the Gave de l^u below the junc- 
tion of the. Gave d’Oleron, on the 
morning of the 26th, and moved along 
thvj high road from Peyrehorade to- 
wards Orthes, on the enemy’s right. 
As he approached, Lieutenant-Gen. 
Sir Stapleton Cotton crossed^with the^ 
cavalry, and Lieut.-Gen. Sir Thomas' 
Picton with the Sd division, below the 
bridge of Bereus ; and I moved the 6th 
and light divisions to the 6am3 point, 
and Lieut.-Gen. Sir Rowland Hill occu- 


pied the height opposite Orthes, and 
the high, road leading to Sauveterre. 

The 6th and light divisions crossed 
on the morning of the 27th at daylight, 
and we found the enemy in a strong 
position near Orthes, with his right on 
the heights on the high road to Dax, 
and occupying the village of St Boes, 
and his left the heights above Orthes 
and that town, and opposing the pass- 
age of the river by Sir R. Hill, ^ 

The caurse of the heights on whijgh 
the enemy had placed his army ne- 
cessarily retired his centre, while the 
strength of the position gave extra- 
ordinary advantages to the flanks. 

I ordered Marshal Sir W. Beresford 
to turn, and attack the enemy’s right 
with the 4th division under Lieutenant- 
General Sir Lowry Cole, and the 7th 
division under Major-General Walker 
and Colonel Vivian’s brigade of cavalry ; 
while Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas 
Picton should move along the great 
road leading from Peyrehorade to Or- 
thes, and attack the heights on which 
the enemy’s centre and left stood, with 
the Sd and 6th divisioris, supported by 
Sir Stapleton Cotton with Lord Ed- 
ward Somerset’s brigade of cavalry. 
Major- Gen. Charles Baron Alien, with 
the light division, kept up the com- 
munication, and was in reserve between 
these two attacks. I likewise desired 
Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland Hill 
to cross the' Gave and to turn, and to 
attack the enemy’s left. 

Marshal Sir W. Beresford carried 
the village of St Boes with the fourth 
division under the command of Lieut.- 
General Sir Lowry Cole, after an 
obstinate resistance by the enemy; 
but the ground was so narrow that the 
troops could not deploy to attack the 
heights, notwithstanding the repeated 
attempts of Major-General Ross and 
Brigade-General Vasconcello’s Por- 
tuguese brigade ; and it was impossible 
to^turn.4he enemy by their right, w^ith- 
out an excessive extension of our line. 
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1 therefore so far altered the plan of 
theactiotfas to order the immediate ad- 
vance of the 3d and 6th divisions, and 
I moved forward Colonel Barnard’s 
brigade of the light division, to attack 
the left of the height on which the 
enemy's right stood. 

This attack, led by the 5^A regimenti 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Colborne, 
and supported on their right by Major- 
j^eneral Brisbanes and Colonel Kean’s 
urigades of the 3d division, and by 
d^mltaneous attacks on the left by. 
l^ajor-General Anson’s brigade of the 
4th division, and on the right by Lieut. - 
General Sir T. Picton, with remainder 
of the 3d division, ancUhe 6th division 
under Lieut.- General Sir H. Clinton, 
dislodged the enemy from the heights, 
and gaye us the victory. 

In the mean time Licut.-General Sir 
Rowland Hill had forced the passage of 
the Gave above Orthes, and seeing the 
state ofthe action, he moved immediate- 
ly with the second division of infantry 
under Lieut.- General Sir W. Stewart, 
and Major-Gen. Fane's brigade of ca- 
valry, direct for the great road from Or- 
thes to St Sever, thus keeping upon 
the enemy's left. 

The enemy retired at first in admi- 
rable order, taking every advantage of 
the numerous good positions which the 
country afforded. The losses, however, 
which they sustained in the continued 
attacks of our troops, and the danger 
with which they were threatened by 
Lieut.-Gen. Sir Rowland Hill's move- 
ments, soon accelerated their move- 
ments, and the retreat at length be- 
came a flight, and their troops were in 
the utmost confusion. 

Lieut-General Sir Stapleton Cotton 
took advantage of the only opportunity 
which offered to charge with Major- 
(ien. Lord Edward Somerset’s* brigade 
in the neighbourhood of Sault de*Na- 
vailles, where the enemy had been dri- 
ven from the high road by Lieut-Ge- 
neral Sir Rowland Hill. The 7th hus- 


sars . distinguished themselvjs upon 
this occasion, and made manyprisoners. 

We continued the pursuit till tt ww 
dusk, and I halted the army in the 
neighbourhood of Sault de^Navailles, 

I cannSt estimate the extent of the 
enemy’s loss ; we have taken six pieces 
of cannon, and a^great many prisoners; 
the numbers I cannot at present re- 
port. The whole country is covered 
with their dead. Their anny was m 
the utmost confusion when Lsaw it 
passing the heights near Sault de Ma- 
vailles, and many soldiers had thrown 
away their arms. The deseftion has 
since been immense. 

We followed the enemy the day 
after to this place ; and we tbjs day 
passed the Adour; Marshal Sir W, 
feeresford, with the light division, and 
Colonel Vivian’s brigade, upon Mopt 
de Marsan, where he has taken a very 
large magazine of provisions. 

Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland 
Hill has moved upon Aire, and the ad- 
vanced posts of the centre are at.Ca- 

sares. . , • • 

The enemy are apparently retiring 
upon Agen, and have left open the 
direct road towards Bordeaux. 

.Whilst the operations of which I 
have above given the report were carry- 
ing on on the right of the army, Licut.- 
General Sir John Hope, in tioncert 
with Rear-Admiral Penrose, availed 
himself of an opportunity which offei- 
ed on the 23d of February to cross the 
Adour below Bayonne, and to take 
possession of both banks of the river 
at its mouth. The vessels destined 
to form the bridge could not get in 
till the 24th, wben thi difficult, and at 
this season ofthe year dangerous ope- 
ration of bringing them in was^eftect- 
ed with a degree of gallantry and skill 
seldot^ equalled* Lieutenant-General 
Sir John Hope particularly mentions 
Captain O’Reilly and Lieut. Che^ire, 
Lieutenant Douglas, and Lieutenant 
Collins, of the royal navy, and also 
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Lientensint Debenham,*aRent;^f trans- 
ports ; mid lam infixiitely indebted to 
Rear-Admiral Penrose, for the cordial 
assistance I received from him in pre- 
paring foi; this plan, and for that which 
he gave Lieuteriant**GenerarSir John 
Heme in carrying it into execution . 

The enomy, conceiving that the 
means of crossing the river, which 
Lieutenant-General Sir John Hope 
had at his command, viz. rafls made 
of pontoons, had not enabled him to 
cross a large force in the course of 
the 23d, attacked the corps which he 
had sent over on that evening. This 
corps consisted of 600 men of the 2d 
brigade of guards, under the command 
of Major-General the Hon. Edward 
Stopford, who repulsed the enemy 
immediately. .The rocket brigade was 
of great use upon this occasion. 

Three of the enemy’sgun-boats were 
destroyed this day, and a frigate lying 
in the Adour received considerable 
damage from the fire of a battery of 
eighteen pounders, and was obliged to 
go higher up the river to the neigh- 
bourhood of the bridge. 

Lieutenant-General Sir John Hope 
invested the citadel of Bayonne on 
the 25th, and Lieutenant-General Don 
Manuel Freyre moved forward with 
the 4th Spanish army, in consequence 
^f directions which 1 had l^ilt for him. 
On the 27th the bridge having been 
completed, Lieut.-Gen. Sir John Hope 
deemed it expedient to invest the cita- 
del of Buyonne more closely than be 
had done belbre ; and he attacked the 
village of St Etienne, wliichhe carmed, 
having taken a gun anc} some prisoners 
from the cf}ec#y; and his posts are 
now within 900 yards of tlie outworks 
of the<piace. 

The result of the operations* which 
I have detailed to your lordship^is, tliat 
Bayontie, Ht Jean Pied de Port, and 
Navarrens are invested ; and the army 
having passed the Adour, are in posses- 
iiiion ^ all the great communications 


across the river, after having besiten 
the enemy and taken their magazines'. 

Your lordship will have observed 
with satisfaction the able assistance 
which I have received in these opera- 
tions from Marshal Sir W. Beitsford, 
Lieut-Gen. Sir Rowland Hill, Sir John 
Hope andSir Stapleton Cotton, andfrom 
alithe general officers, officers and troops 
acting under their orders respectively. 

It is impossible for me sufficientfjH 
to express my sense of their merits, 
pr of the flegree in which the counfly 
is indebted to their zeal and ability 
for the situation in which the army , 
now finds itself. 

All the troops, Portuguese as well 
as British, distinguished themselves: 
the 4th division, under Lieut-Gcneral 
Sir Lowry Cole, in the attack of St 
Boes, and the subsequent endeavours 
to carry the right of the heights. The 
Sd, 6th, and light divisions, under the 
command of Lieut.-Gen. Sir Thomas 
Picton, Sir H. Clinton, Major-General 
Charles Baron Alten, in the attack of 
the enemy’s position on the heights ; 
and these and the 7th division under 
Major-General Walker, in thte various 
operations and attacks during the 
enemy’s retreat. 

The charge made by the 7th hussars 
u der Lord Edward Somerset was 
highly meritorious. 

The conductof theartillery through- 
out the day deserved my entire appro- 
bation. 1 am likewise much indebted 
to the Quarter-Master-General Sir 
George Murray, and the Adjutant- 
General Sir Edward Pakenharn, for 
the assistance I have received from 
them, and to Lord Fitzroy Somerset 
and the officers of my personal stall', 
and to the Marischal de Campo Don 
Miguel Alava. 

, Tlie last accounts which I have re- 
ceived from Catalonia are of the 20ih. 
The French commanders of the gar- 
risons of Llerida, Mequinenza, and 
MauzoDj^hed been induced to evacuate 
4 
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by orders sent, them by 
the Bareih B!Erales, in Marshal Su- 
chela's cypher, of which he had got 
po^ssipn. 

The troops composingahese garrisons 
havipg joined, were afterwards sur- 
rounded in the pass of Martorell, on 
their march towards the French fron- 
tier, by a detachment from the Anglo- 
SiciIi§D corps, and one from the first 
^ Spanish army. Lieut.-General Copons 
^ allowed them to capitulate, but I hate 
T^it yet received from him bny report 
op this subject, nor do 1 yet know 
what is the result. 

It was expected in Catalonia that 
Marshal Sachet would imnaediately 
evacuate that province ; and I hear 
that he is to join Marshal Soult. 

1 have not yet received the detailed 
reports of the capitulation of Juca. 

I enclose returns of the killed and 
wounded during the late operations. 

I send this dispatch by my Aidc-de- 
. Camp, Major Freeinantlc, whom I beg 
leave to recommend to your lordship’s 
protection. 1 have the honour to be, 

(Signed) 

Wellington. 

Toial Loss from the to the \Tth 
February, 1814, inclusive. 

British — 1 lieutenant, 2 serjednts, 
22 rank and file, killed; 1 general 
stafl^ I major, 7 captains, 8 lieutenants, 
1 stafi^ 8 Serjeants, 3 drummers, 120 
rank and file, wounded ; 4 rank and 
file missing. 

Portugiiyese—- 1 drummer, 5 rank 
t and killed ; 1 lieutenant-colonel, 1 
lieutenant,, 2 ensigns, 4 serjeants, 1 
drummer, 25 rank and file, wounded ; 
3 rank and file, missing. 

General Total — 1 lieutenant, 2 
seijeants, l drummer, 2? rank and fil^, 
killed; I general staff, I lieut.-colonel, 
1 major, 7 captains, 9 lieutenants, 2 en- 
signs, I staff, 12 serjeants, 4 drummers, 
151 rank and file, wounded^ i% rank 
and file, missing* 


Tetal Briikb* and riLoss^ 

ftom the U%d ta ihe 
1 814, inclusive. , m / -i# 

2 Captains, 1 ensign^ Sf 
16 rank and file» 1 horse:, islUed ; 1 
major, 1 "baptain^ 6 lieutenants,/ 4 en- 
signs, 1 staff, 9 serjeants, 3 drummeri, 
110 rank and file; 4 hors^, wounded ; 
1 lieutenant, 1 serjeant, 27 rank and 
file, missing. 

Total Loss on ihe ^th of Fehrmry* 
British^l major, 6 caf^tns, 7 
lieutenants, I staff,^ 21 serjeants, 2 
drummers, 169 rank and file, killed; 2 
general staff, 2 HeuL-cdlonels, 7 majors, 
SO captains, 49 lieutenants, 14 ensigns, 

I staff, 1 quarter-master, 67 seijeants, 

II drummers, 1203 rank and file» 33 
horses, wounded; 1 captain, 2 ser- 
jeants, 1 drummer, 27 rank and file, 1 
horse, missing. 

Portuguese— I lieut -col., 2 mtqors, 
4 serjeants, 59 rank and file, killed ; 2 
lieutenant-colonels, 2 majors, 5 cap- 
tain%, 6 lieutenants, 11 ensigns, 20 Ser- 
jeants, 6 drummers, 452 rank and file, 
wounded; 3 serjeants, 36 rank and 
file, missing. 

S# Sever, March 4, 1814. 
My Lord, — The rain which fell in 
tlie afternoon of the 1st swelled the 
Adour, and all the rivulets falling into 
that river, so considerably as materially 
to impede our further progress, and to 
induce me on the next day to halt the 
army till 1 could repair the bridges, all 
of which the enem^ had destroyed. 
The rain continued tilMast night, arid 
the river is so rapid that the pontoons 
cannot be laid upon it. 

The enemy had collected a corps at 
Aire, probably to protect the evacuation 
of a magazine wnich they had*at that 
place. Sir Rowland Hill attacked tiii^ 
corps^on the 2d, and drove them firom 
their post with considerable loss, and 
took possession of tlie town and maga- 
zine. ^ ! ' • 

I am sorry to have to report, that 
WG lost the Hon* Lieub-Colonel Hood 
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on ^his •occasion^ an officer of great 
merit and promise,. In other respects 
our joss was not severe. 

1 encloi^e Sir Rowland HilRs report, 
which alFoc-ds another instance of the 
conduct and gallantry of the iroops un- 
der his command. 

f I have, &c. 

( Signed ) Wellington. 

The Earl Bathurst. 

Aire^ March 3, 1814*. 

My Lord, — In pursuance of your 
lordship’s instructions, I yesterday ad- 
vanced with the troops under my com- 
mand upon the road leading to this 
place on the left bank of the Adour. 

Upon the arrival of the advanced 
guard within two miles of this town, 
Sie enemy was discovered occupying 
a strong ridge of hills, having his right 
upon the Adour, and tnus cover- 
ing theroad to this place. 

Notwitihstanding the strength of his 
position, I ordered the attack, which 
was executed by the 2d division under 
Lieutenant-General the Hon. Sir W. 
Stewart (which advanced on the road 
leading to this place, and thus gained 
possession of the enemy’s extreme 
right,) and by one brigade of the Por- 
tuguese division under Brigadier-Gcn. 
La Costa, which ascended the heights 
occupied by the enemy at about the 
centre of his position. 

The Portuguese brigade succeeded 
in gaining possession of the ridge, but 
were thrown into such confusion by 
the resistance made by the enemy, as 
would have been of the most serious 
consequence, had it been for the 
timely support given by the 2d di- 
vision under Lieutenant-Gen. Sir W. 
Stewart, who having previously beat- 
en back the enemy directly opposed 
to him, and seeing them returiung to 
charge the Portuguese brigade, order- 
ed forward the first brigade of the 2d 
J vision, which, led by Major-General 
Barnes, charged the enemy in th^niost 


gallant style, and beat them back, 
throwing jtheir column into the great- 
est conmsion. 

The enemy made various attempts 
to regain the ground^ but Lieut.-Gen. 
the Hon. Sir W. Stewart, having, now 
beeq joined by Major-General Bvng’s 
brigade, was enabled to drive tliem 
from all their positions, and finally from 
this town. r 

By all accounts of prisoners, and 
from my own observations, at least 
two divisions of the enemy were effe 
gaged. Their loss in killed and vround,- 
ed has been very great, and we have 
above one hundred prisoners. The ene- 
my’s line of retneat seems to have been 
by the right bank of the Adour, with 
the exertion of some part of their 
force, wnich being cut off from the 
river by our rapid advance to this town, 
retired in the greatest confusion in the 
direction of Pau. These troops have 
left their arms in every direction. 

I cannot omit this opportunity of ex- 
pressing to your lordship the gallant 
and unremitting exertions of Lieut.- 
General the Hon. Sir W. Stewart, and 
the general and other officers of the 2(1 
division ; of Major-General Fane’s bri- 
gade of cavalry, and Captain Bean’s 
troop of liorse artillery, throughout the 
whole of the late operations; and I 
must, in justice, mention the gallant 
charge made yesterday by Maj.-Gen. 
Barnes^ at the head of the 50th regi- 
ment, commanded by Lieutenant-Col. 
Harrison, and the 92d, commanded by 
Lieutenant-Col. Cameron, in which he 
was ably seconded by his Staff*, Bri- 
gade-Major Wemyss an4 Captain Ha- 
milton. 

Major-General Byng’s brigade sup- 

g >ried the movement of Major-Gen. 

arnes, and decided the advantage of 
tile day. 

Chptain Macdonald, of the hoi-se- 
artiliery, distinguished himself much 
in attempting to rally tlie Portuguese 
troops. •• 
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I trust our loss, considering the ad* 
vantageous position occupied by the 
enemy, has not been severe; but I 
have to regret the loss of a valuable 
officer in the death of Lieutenant-Col. 
Hocfd, Assist.- Adjut-General to the 
2d division, who was unfortunately kill- 
ed during the contest of yesterday* 
Ihave^&c. 

(Sljgned) R. Hill, Lieut.-Gen. 

Total British Loss Jrorn th^QSth q/Fcm 

* hrmryto tha 2d of Marchy 1814, in- 

• elusive. 

1 Lieutenant-colonel, 2 lieutenants, 
1 serieant, 16 rank and file, 3 horses, 
killed ; 1 general staff, 1 major, 4 cap- 
tains, 7 lieutenants, 9 serjeants, 2 
drummers, 1 12 rank and file, 1 1 horses, 
wounded; 2 rank and file missing. 

Dovtining* street i March 11. 

Dispatches, of which the following 
are copies, were received last night 
from General Sir Thomas Graham, 

K. B. 

Head-quarters, Calmhout, 
March 10, 1814. 

My Lord, — It becomes my painful 
task to report to your lordship, that 
an attack on Bergen-op-Zoom, which 
seemed at first to promise complete 
success, ended in failure, and occa- 
sioned a severe loss to the Ist division, 
and to Brigadier-Gen. Gore’s brigade. 

It is unnecessary for me to state the 
reasons which determined me to make 
the attempt to carry such a ^Mace by 
storm, since the success of two of the 
columns, in establishing themselves on 
the ramparts, with very trifling loss, 
must justify the having incurred the 
risk for the attainment of so impor- 
tant an object as the capture of such 
a fortress. 

The troops employed were fiirmfed 
in four columns. No. 1, the lefl co- 
lumn, attacked between the Antwerp 
and Water Port Gates. Njj. 2, attack- 
ed to the right of the New Gatfe. No. 


S was destinhd only to drawtit^tibh 
by a false attack near the Stenbe^geh 
Gate, and to be afterwards^applic&le 
accordmg to circumstances. No. 4, 
right column, attacked at tlfe entrance 
of the harbour, which could be ford- 
ed at low water, and' the hour was fix- 
ed accordingljf at half pSst ten p. m. 
of the Sth instant. 

Major-General Cooke accompanied 
the left column. Major* Qen. Sker- 
rett and Brigadier-Gen. Gore both ac- 
companied the right colutiln ; this was 
the first which forced its way into the 
body of the place. These two columns 
were directed to move along the ram«* 
parts BO as to form a junction as soon 
as possible, and then to profiled to 
clear the rampart and assist the cen- 
tre column, or to force open the Ant- 
werp Gate 

An unexpected difficulty about pass- 
ing the ditch on the ice having obli- 
ged Major-Gen. Cooke to change the 
point of attack, a considerable delay' 
ensifed, and that column did not gain 
the rampart till half-past eleven. 

Meanwhile the lamented fall of Bri- 
gadiet-Gen. Gore, and Lieut.-Colonel 
the Hon. George Carleton, and the 
dangerous wounds of Major-Gcnefal 
Skerrett, depriving the right column 
of their able direction, it fell into dis- 
order, and suffered great loss in killed, 
wounded, and prisoners The centre 
column having been forced back with 
considerable loss by the heavy fire of 
the place (Lieutenant- Col: Morrice, 
its commander, and Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel Elphinstone commanding the SSd 
regiment, belhg both wouncied), was 
re-formed under Majpr Muttlebury, 
marched round and joined Majpr-Gen. 
Cooke, leaving the left wing .of the 
$Sth to remove the wounded froih 
the ^acis. However, the guards, too, 
had suffered very severely during the 
night, by the galling fire from the 
hoaxes on their position, and by the 
lossofthc detacbmentofthe Ist guards, 
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which bfinng been sent to eifdeaVour 
to assist Lieutenant-Colonel Carieton^ 
and to secure the Antwerp gate, was 
cut off, alter the most gallant resist* 
ance,^ which cost the lives, of many 
most valuable officers. 

At day*brcak the enemy having 
turned the ^u ns of th'e place, opened 
their fire against the troops on the un* 
protected rampart, and the reserve of 
the# 4th column (the Royal Scotch) 
retired from the Water Port Gate, fol- 
lowed by the iSd, The former re- 
giment getting under a cross fire from 
th.e place and W ater Port redoubt, soon 
afterwards laid down their arms. 

Major-General Cooke then dei^atr- 
ing of success, directed the retreat of 
the guards, whicii was conducted in 
the most orderly manner, protected 
by the remains of the 69th regiment, 
and of the right wing of the 55th 
(which corps repeatedly drove the 
enemy back with the bayonet) under 
the Major-General’s immediate direc- 
tion. The general afterwards fbund 
it impossible to withdraw these weak 
battalions, and having thus, with the 
genuine feelings of a true soldier, de- 
voted himself, he surrendered to save 
the lives of the galldnt men remain- 
ing with him. 

I should wish to do justice to the 
great exertions and conspicuous gal- 
lantry of those officers who had the 
oppprtunities cf distinguishing them- 
selves. 1 have not as yet been able to 
collect sufficient information. 

Major-General Cooke reports to me 
kis highest approbation generally of 
ail the officers and men^employed near 
him, particularly mentioning Colonel 
Lord Proby, Lieut.-Colonels Hooke 
commandingrthe Coldstream Guards, 
Mercer, of the 3d Guards, command- 
ing the light companies of the bt igade 
(the latter .hnfortunateiy among the 
killed,) Majors Muttlebury and Hog, 
of tlte ()9th and 55th, as deserving of 
his warm praise. He laments, in^com* 


mon with the whole corps, the sev^fere 
loss to the service of those distiqguish-» 
ed officers, Lieut -<^ol. Clifton, , coin- 
mandiog the 1st Guards, and Licute^: 
nant-Col. the Hon. James Macdonald^ 
of that regiment. These officers fell, 
with many otheis, at the Antwerp 
gate, all behaving with the gredtest 
intrepidity; and Lieut-ColonelJones* 
with the remainder of the detach- 
ment, was forced to surrender. 

The seryice of conducting the co- 
lumns was ably provided for by Lieur* 
Colonel Carmichael Smyth, of the 
Royal Engineers (be himself accom- 
panied Majur-Gen. Cooke, as did also 
Lieutenant-ColOnel Sir George Wood, 
commandinq;: royal artiliery,) who at- 
tached officers to lead each column, 
viz. Captain Sir George Hoste, and 
Lieutenant Abbey, to the left : and 
Lieut, Sparling to the right ; and Cap- 
tain Edward Mitchell, royal artillery, 
who volunteered his services, to the 
centre column, each having a party 
of sappers and miners under his com- 
mand. 

Lieutenant Abbey was dangerously 
wounded, and Captain Mitchell was 
covered witli wounds, in the act of 
escalading the scarpwad of the place, 
but 1 trust there are good hopes of 
liis.not being lost to the service. 

Your lordship will readily believe, 
that though it is impossible not to feel 
the disappointment of our ultimate 
failure in this attack, 1 can only think 
at present with the deepest regret of 
the loss of so many of my gallant com- 
rades. 

I have the lionour to be, &c. 

Thomas Graham. 
Earl Bathurst, &c, &c. &c. 

P, iy. lleturns will be transmitted 
as soon as they can possibly be recei- 
ved ^ meanwhile 1 send the most correct 
nominal list that can be obtained, of 
the officers killed, wounded, and pri« 
soners. T. G, 



APPENDIX L^GAZETTES, 


. , . Bergen^op^Zoont, March 

10, 1814. 

Sir,— I laiave now the honour of re- 
porting to your excellency, that the 
•column whic h made the attack on the 
Antwerp aide got into the place about 
eleven o'clock on the niglit of the 8th, 
by the clock of this town ; but at half- 
past eleven, by the time we were re- 
gulated by, a delay having occurred 
at Bourgbliet, occasioned by my find- 
ing it necessary to change the point 
At attack, on account of tne state of 
ihe ice at the first intended spot. 
Every exertion waf' made by Lieut- 
Colonel Smyth and Captain Sir G. 
jHoste, of the royal eAgineers, in get- 
ting on the ladders and planks requi- 
site for effecting the enterprise, and 
in directing the placing them for the 
descent into the ditch, the passing the 
feel in the ice, and ascending the ram- 
parts of the l>ody of the place ; during 
wfiich operation several men were lost 
by a fire from the rampart. After 
we were established on the rampart, 
and had occupied some houses, from 
whence? we might have been much an- 
noyed, and had sent a strong patrole 
towards the point to which Major-Gen. 
gken el and Lieutenant-Colonel Carle- 
ton had entered, 1 detached Lieut- 
Colonel Clifton with part of the.Jst 
guards, to secure the Antwerp gate, 
and to see if he could get any infor- 
mation of the column under Lieute- 
pant-Colonel Morrice. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ciiiton reached the gate, but 
found that it could not be opened by 
his men, the enemy tin owing a very 
heavy fire uj)on a street leading to it. 
It vr'tts also found that they occupied 
an outwork, commanding the bridge, 
which would effectually render that 
outlet useless to us. 1 heard nothiog 
more of this detachment, but consk- 
dcred it as lust, the communication ha- 
ving been interrupted by the enemy. 

Lieut.-Colonel Kooke, wdth a part 
pf the 3d guards, was aftefWards sent 


cev 

in that nlireGtion, droVe thif enetitf 
from the intermediate rampart, and 
reached the gate, when hq^ found it 
useless to attempt any thing, and as- 
certained* that tile outworif was ^till 
occupied. We were joined In the 
course of the night by the 33d, 55th, 
and 2J battaljon*of6dth ref^iment, but 
the state of uncertainty as to what 
had passed at other points, determined 
me not to weaken the force now col- 
lected, by attempting to carry |K)ints 
which we could not maintain, or pe^ 
netrate through the streets with die 
certain loss of a great number of men, 
particularly as 1 heard that the troops 
at the Water Port gate, under Lieut.- 
Col, Miller, were very seriously op- 
osed. 1 sent the 3Sd to reinforce 
im. 

The enemy continued a galling fire 
upon us, and at one time held the ad^ 
joining bastion, fiom the angle of 
which they completely commanded 
our communication witli the exterior, 
and brought tiieir guns at that angle to 
bear against us. They were charged 
and driven away by Majors Muttle- 
bury and Hog, with the 69th arid 55th, 
in a very spirited and gallant style. 

* Finding that* matters were beco- 
ming more serious, and being still with- 
out any information from other pointSu 
excepting that of the failure of Lieut.- 
Col. Morrice s column near the Nourd 
Gate, I determfiied, at the saggestion 
of Colonel Lord Prohy, to lei part of 
the troops withdraw, which was done 
at the ladders where they entered. 

About day-light the enemy having 
again possessed themselves of the be- 
fore-mentioned bastion, they were 
again driven from it by Major^ Mut- 
ttebiury and Hog, with their wegjc bat- 
talions, in the same gallant manner/ 
1 soon afterwards began sending df 
some more men, when Lieutenant* Cel, 
Jones, who had been taken prisoner 
in the night, came to me, (accompani- 
ed a French officer, tybo summon* 
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ed me t(\ surrender) and inforcn^d me 
that Lieutenant-Colonel Muller, and 
the troops at the Water Port Gate, 
had been ^obliged to surrender, and 
were marched prisoners into the town, 
when I also learnt the fate of Lieut.- 
Colonel Clifton^s detachment, and of 
Slajor-Genjral Skerrett, Major-Gen. 
Gore, and Lieutenant-Colonel Carle- 
ton, and that the troops which had 
followed them hadsuifered very much, 
and had been repulsed from the ad- 
vanced points along the rampart where 
they had penetrated to, 1 was convin- 
ced'that a longer continuance of con- 
test would be an useless loss of lives, 
and without a prospect of relief as we 
were eituated. 1 therefore consented 
to adopt the mortifying alternative of 
laying down your arms. 

1 have now to peHbrm the just and 
satisfactory duty of conveying to your 
excellency my sense of the merits and 
good conduct oi t he officers and soldiers 
in this bold and arduous enterprise : 
1 have only a knowledge of what pass- 
ed under my own observation, and I 
lament that the Joss of Major-General 
Skerrett, from his dangerous wounds, 
and of the other superior officers em- 
ployed at the other points of attach, 
prevents me from giving such detail- 
ed praise of the merits of the officers 
and soldiers, as 1 have no doubt they 
deserve. « 

I beg to repeat mySense of the dis- 
tinguished conduct of Colonel Lord 
Proby; Lieut.-Colonels Hooke and 
Mercer, commanding the Sd guards, 
and light infantry, distinguisficd them- 
selves by their activitj; and bravery ; 
and .Majors Muttlebury and Hog, of 
the 69th and 55th regiments, deserve 
my warm praise for the conduct dis- 
played by those corps in the charges 
1 have before-mentioned. 1 hav^, every 
roa&on to know that Lieut.-CoioneI 
Clifton conflicted his detachment in 
the most gallant and officer-like man- 
ner, and 1 have to lament tliat his 
< 5 


death deprives me of receiving his re- 
port of the conduct of Liout-Colonels 
McDonald and Jones, and the officers 
and soldiers of the 1st guards, under 
his command. ' 

I am not yet enabled to transmit an 
exact return of the prisoners taken 
at different times by the enemy, por 
of the numbers taken from them. 

I have the honour to be, &c. ^ 
(Signed) 

^ J. G. Cooke, Major-Gen. 
General Sir Thomas Graham. • 

Head-quarters^ Calmhout^ 
March 11, 1814. 

My Lord, — I. have the honour to 
inform your Lordship, that General 
Bizanet, the Governor of Bergen-op- 
Zoom, allowed Lieut.-Colonel Jones 
to come here with letters from Gen. 
Cooke, in consequence of which I 
sent in ray Aide-de-Camp, Major 
Stanhope, yesterday morning, with 
full powers to conclude an agree- 
ment relative to an, exchange of 
prisoners; a copy of which I haye 
the honour to enclose, agreeably to 
which, all but the wounded were 
marched out from Bergen-op-Zoom 
yesterday, for the purpose of being 
embarked for England, as soon as the 
navigation of the river shall be open, 
and I trust that my conduct in pled- 
ging my honour to the strict observance 
of this agreement will be approved of, 
and that an immediate release of 
French prisoners of corresponding 
ranks will take place with the least 
possible delay. 

1 must not' omit this opportunity to 
express my entire satisfaction with the 
indefatigable zeal of Lieut-Colonel 
Jones, relative to the comfort of the 
prisoners,, and my obligation to that 
gfficer, and to Major Stanhope, on 
this* occasion. 1 am anxious, too, to 
do justice to the conduct of General 
Bizanet, which, truly characteristic of 
a br^vc rpan^ has been marked from 
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the first with the most kind and hu- 
mane attention to the prisoners* 

He has sent me the name of an 
officer, prisoner in England, formerly 
ills Aide-tle-Camp, and i would glad- 
ly hqperthat, in compliment to the 
General, this officer would be im- 
mediately released without exchange. 

Major Stanhope, who can better 
than qpy body inform your ^Lordship 
of all particulars you may wish to be 
informed of, is sent purposely as tbe 
bearer of my dispatches, wWch makes 
it unnecessary for me to add more. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Thomas Graham. 
Earl Bathurst, &c, &c. 

Doiiming* street^ Mafcli 22. 

Dispatches, of which the following 
are extracts, have been this day re- 
ceived, addressed to Earl Bathurst, by 
the Marquis of Wellington, dated Aire, 
13th and 14‘th March, 1814 

AirCy March 1814. 

TIic excessive bad weather and vio- 
lent fallof rain, in the beginning of the 
month, having swelled, to an extra- 
ordinary degree, all the rivers, and 
rendered it difficult and tedious to re- 
pair the numerous bridges which the 
enemy had destroyed in their retreat, 
and the different parts of the arftiy 
being without communication with 
each other, 1 was obliged to halt. 

The enemy retired after the affair 
with Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland 
Hill on the 2d, by both banks of the 
Adour towards Tarbes, probably with 
a view to be joined by the detach- 
ment from Marshal Suchet^s array, 
which left Catalonia in the last week 
in February. 

In tbe mean time I sent, on the 7th, 
a detachment, under Major-General, 
Fane, to take possession of Pau; and 
another on the 8th, under Marshal 
Sir William Beresford, to take pos- 
sesbion of Bordeaux. « 


I hav^ the pleasure to inform your 
lordship, that the Marshal arrived 
there yesterday (the small force which 
was there having in the preceding 
evening retired across the Garonne), 
and that this important city is in our 
possession. 

Lieutenant-General Djn Manud 
FVerc joined the army this day, with 
that part of the 4th army under his 
immediate command; and i expect 
that Major-General Ponsonby^s bri- 
gade of cavalry will join to-morrow* 

I learnt from Major-General Fane, 
who commands Lieutenant-Gen. Sir 
Howland Hill’s outposts, that the ene- 
my have this day collected a consi- 
derable force in the neighbourhood of 
Couchez, and 1 therefore conclude 
that they have been joined by the de- 
tachment of the army of Catalonia, 
which, it is reported, amounts to 
10,000 men. 

Nothing important has occurred at 
the blockade of Bayonne, or in Cata- 
lonia,. since 1 addressed your Lord- 
ship last. 

AirCf March 14, 1814* 

.1 enclose Marshal Sir William Be- 
resford’s private letter to me, written 
after his arrival at Bordeaux, from 
which you will see that the Mayor and 
people of the town have adopted tlie * 
White Cockade, and declared for, the 
House of Bourbon, 

Marshal Sir W. Beresford^s private 
letter, to which Lord 'Wellington’s 
dispatch refers, is dated at Bordeaux, 
12th March, 1814. 

It states in spbstance, that he en- 
tered the city on that day. That he 
was met a short distance from the . 
town, by the civil authorities and, po- 
pulation of the place, and was rfeoei-' . 
ved in ^he city with every demonstra^ ' 
tion of joy. 

The magistrates and the city guards 
took off the eagles and other bad^^s, 
and spontaneously substituted tiie 
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white cf ckade, which had been adopt- 
ed universally by the people of Bor- 
deaux. 

Eighty*four pieces of cannon were 
found in « the city; and an hundred 
boxes of secreted arms had been pro- 
duced already. 

^ • 

Jdmiralty-office, April 

Copy of a letter from Captain Pal- 
mer, of the Htbrus, detailing the cap- 
ture of the Trench frigate L'Etoile, 
to Rear-Admiral Sir li. Bickerton. 

Ilh Mnjedys ship Hehrus, 
Makh ^9, 1814. 

Sir^ — When the Hannibal and his 
n'iaje^iy's ship under my command se- 
parated on the morning of the 26th, 
in chase of the two French frigates 
we had fallen in with, wc continued 
in pursuit of the one you were plea- 
sed to detach us after, the whole day, 
with all our canvas spread. About 
midnight he reached the race of Al- 
derney, and the wind scanting, we be- 
gan to gain upon him fast; by the 
time he had run the length of Point 
Jobourg, leading into the bay of La 
Hogue, he was obliged to attempt 
rounding it almost wii hi ri tlie wash of 
the breakers ; and here, after an anx- 
ious chase of 15 hours, and running 
him upwards of 120 miles, we were 
fortunate enough, between one and 
two in the morning, to bring him to 
battle: we crossed his stern, our jib- 
boom parsing over histafrail, and shot 
in betwixt him and the shore, in eight 
fathoms water, and it falling nearly 
calm about this time, the ships con- 
tinued nearly in the same spot until 
the" conclusion of the action. At its 
comm^eiicement we mifered consider- 
•ably In our rigging ; the enemy firing 
high, he shot away otir fore-ujpmast 
and fore-y^ d, crippled our mainmast 
and bowsprit, any cut away every 
shroud, stay, and brace we had. Our 
lire from the fir&t, and throughout, 


was directed at our opponent's hull, 
and the shins being as close together 
as they could be without touching, he 
suffered severely, every shot which 
struck passing througli him. About 
four o'clock his mizen-mast ftSl by the 
board, and his fire ceased, when, after 
an obstinate contest of two hours^and 
a quarter, he hailed us, to say that be 
had struck his colours. The moment 
wc could get possession, it became ne- 
cessary to put the heads of bolli ships 
aAY shore, *'as well from the apprehen- 
sion of grounding, as to get them clear 
from a battery which had been firing 
at both of us during the whole action, 
those on shore* not being able, from 
the darkness, to distinguish one from 
the other ; fortunately the tide ^et us 
round the point, and we anchored soon 
afterwards in Vauvillc Bay, in order 
to secure our masts as w^ell as we were 
able. 

The prize proves to be L’Etoile 
French frigate, mounting 14 guns, 28 
18-pounders on the main deck, and 
the remainder carronades, with a com- 
plement of 320 men ; she was com- 
manded by Monsieur Henry Pierre 
Philibert, Capitaine dc frigate, who 
was returning, together with La Sul- 
tane (the other frigate,) from a four 
months^ cruise to the westward* 
L'Etoile is a very fine frigate, quite 
new, and sails well ; she lost in the 
action 40 killed, and upwards of 70 
wounded ; her masts whicli remained 
are shot through, and her hull ex- 
tremely shattered, having four feet 
water in lier hold at the time she sur- 
rendered. VVe are also a good deal 
cut up, several ol our guns dismount- 
ed, and I have to regret the loss of 
some brave men, 13 killed and 25 
wounded, some of them, 1 fear, dan- 
gerously. Amongst the former was 
a ifiost promising young gentleman, 
Mr P* A. Crawley, raidsinpnmn, who 
fell unhappily early in the action. 

I«canr40t, sir, sufficiently express 
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ffou hm tmok I have to edmire in 
tbeeondubtof every one whom I h^d 
the plea&are to command uppn this oc- 
casion* Xheg most earnestly to re- 
commend Mr M* Jacksooi the se- 
nior ti^tenant fas also to give my 
beet testimony to the exertions of the 
jimior Lieats. Messrs Addis and Cocks, 
together with Lieuts. Griffith and 
Lati^h^n, of the marines. To ^ 
M^Gowrn, the master, I. am much in- 
dicted for the skill and care with which 
hevconductcd the steerage olPthe ship 
during a period of much difficulty and 
peVil. Mr Maddox, the purser, ven*^ 
handsomely volunteered his attenci- 
anceon deck, where he rendered good 
services. 

I cannot close this letter without 
observing, that I derived the greatest 
assistance from the professional abi- 
lity of Captain William Sargent of the 
navy, who was serving on board with 
me as a volunteer. 

Herewith, air, you have lists of the 
killed and wounded ; and 1 notice 
with great pleasure the care and atten- 
tion of Mr Boy ter, surgeon, not only 
towards our own men, but to those of 
the enemy also. 

I have the honour to be, &c« 
(Signed) EpgLmLMER, 
Captain of^hjis Majesty^s 
ship Hebrus. 

Admraliy-oJ^cef July 23. 
Copy of a Letter from Captam Hill- 
yar, of his majesty^s ship Phoebe, 
to John Wilson Croker, JEsq. dated 
in 

. ’ Valparaiso iSay, March 30. 

Sir,— -I have the honour to acquaint 
you, for tlie information pf the Lords 
CjOmmissionerfj of the Admiralty, that 
a little past three o’clock in tl>e alter- 
noen of the 28th instant, after nearly 
five months anxious search, and six 
weeks still more anxious look-out for 
the Essex and her companioa^ to quit 

VOS» VII. P4RT U« % , 


the pprt^f V^paraispi we ^ 
former un46r weigh, pod 
ly, accompanied by the Cherub, 
sail. to close with her; on dbum^g 
the puter paint of the bay, ^d haul- 
ing her wiitd for the purpose of endea- 
vouring to weather us, and esoapOf 
she lost her main^top-mast, and after- 
wards, not succeeding in afi effort to 
regain the limits of the port, bore up, 
and anchored so near the shore (a few 
miles to the leeward of it), as to pre- 
clude the possibility of passing a-head 
' of her without risk to his majesty's 
ships. As^ we drew near, my inten- 
tion of going close under her stern 
was frustrated by the ship breakingoff, 
and from the wind blowing extrqpie- 
ly fresh; our first fire, commencing 
a little past four, and continuing about 
ten minutes, produced no visible e€» 
feet : our second, a few random shot 
only, from having increased our dis- 
tance by wearing, was not apparently 
moresuccessful, and baying lost theuse 
ofour main-sail, jib, andmain-stay, ap- 
pearances were a little inauspicious. 
On standingagain towards her, 1 signi- 
fied my intention of anchoring, (for 
which we were not ready before,) with 
springs, to Captaii^ Tucker, directing 
him* to keep under weigh, and U^e 
a convenient station for annoying our 
opponent. On dosing the ]&sex, at . 
35 minutes past five, the firing recom- 
menced, and before 1 gamed, my in* 
tended position, her cable wasHut, anjd 
a serious conflict ensued ; the gups pf 
his mdesty’s ship gradually becoming 
more destructive,. and her crew, ifpps- 
sible, more animated, which }ast<^ 
unti^ 20 minuteli past six; when it 
pleased the Almighty .Disposer •of 
Eventsto bless the efforts of my gai|i^A , 
companions, and my personal very ‘ 
humble, one, with victory. My 
* Capt. Tucker, an officer woi;t;hy 
Lordships’ best attentions, 
ly wounded at the CQmmenppipi^ 
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the action, but remained on deck un- 
til it terminated, using every exertion 
a^inst. the baffling winds and occa- 
sumal dilms which followed the heavy 
Bring, to close near the enemy ; he in- 
forms me that his officers and crew, 
of whose loyalty, zeal, and discipline, 
I entertain the highest opinion, con- 
ducted themselves to his satisfaction* 

I have to lament the death of four of 
my brave companions, and one of his ; 
With real sorrow I add, that my first 
jpieutenant, Ingram, is among thenum> . 
ber ; he fell early, and is a great loss to 
bis majesty’s service ; the many man- 
ly tears which I observed this morn- 
ing, while performing the last mourn- 
ful duty at his funeral on shore, more 
fully evinced the respect and affection 
of his afflicted companions, than any 
eulogiura my pen is equal to* Our 
lists of wounded are small, and there is 
only one for whom I am under an- 
xiety. The conduct of my officers 
and crew, without any individual ex- 
ception that has conie to my* know- 
ledge, before, during, and after the 
battle, was such as become good and 
J[oyal subjects, zealous for the honour 
of their much-loved though distant 
king and country. • 

The defence of the Essex, taking 
into consideration our superiority of 
force, the very discouraging circum- 
stance of her having lost her maintop 
mast, m|d being twice on fire, did ho- 
nour toiler brave defenders, and most 
fully evinced the courage of Captain 
Porter, and those under his command. 
Her colours were not struck until the 
loss in killed and {vounded was so 
awjfiillj great, her shattered condition 
sd seriously* bad, as to render further 
resij^nce unavailing. 

fwas much hurt on hearing that 
her men had been encouraged, when « 
tba rcsnlj^f the action was evidently 
^cided, some to take to their boats, 
fmd others to swim on shore: many 
were dt:owned in the attempt; (6. were 


# 

saved by the exertions of my peoplof 
and others, 1 believe between SO and 
40, effected their landing. I informed 
Capt. Porter, that I considered the 
latter, in point of honour^ as my pri- 
soners; he said the encoura^em^t 
was given when the ship was in dan- 
ger from fire, and 1 have not prised 
the point. The Essex is completely 
stored and provisioned for at Jeast jnx 
months, and although much injured 
in her upper works, masts, and rig- 
ging, is* not in such a state as to give 
the slightest cause of alarm respept- 
ing her being able to perform a voy-_ 
age to Europe with perfect safety* 
Our main am?, mizen masts and main- 
yard are rather seriously wounded : 
these, with a few shot-holes between 
wind and water, which we can get at 
without lightening, and a loss of can- 
vas and cordage, which we can partly 
replace from our well-stored prize, 
are tfie extent of the injuries Ins ma- 
jesty’s ship has sustained. 

1 feel it a pleasant duty to recom- 
mend to their Lordships’ notice, my 
now senior Lieutenant, Pearson, and 
Messrs Allan, Gardner, Porter, and 
Daw, midshipmen ; I should do very 
great inju^ce to Mr Geo. O’Brien, 
the mate m )Ae Emily merchantman, 
who joined a boat’s crew of mine in 
the harbour, and pushed for the ship 
the moment he saw her likely to come 
to action, were 1 to omit recommend- 
ing him to their Lordships ; bis con- 
duct, w^itli that of Mr N. Murphy, 
master of the English brig Good 
Friends, were such as to entitle them 
both to my lasting regard, and* 

E rove that they were ever ready to 
azard their lives in their country’s 
honourable cause. They came on 
board when the attempt was attended 
with great risk, and both their boats 
were swamped. 1 have before inform- 
ed their Lordships, that Mn Q^Brien 
was once a Lieutenant in his ma- 
jesty’s service (may now add^ that 
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' youtlifuUndiRCretwnir appear to have 
given place to great correctness of 
conduct)* and as he has proved hts 
laudable zeal for its honour, I think, 
If restored, he would be found one of 
its gfeatest omamenta I enclose re- 
turns of killH and wounded: and if 
conceived to have trespassed on their 
Lordships^ time by this very long tet- 
ter, 1 'hope it will be kindly ascrjfbd 
to the right cause^an earnest wish 
that merit may meet its duQ reward. 

^ I have the fmnour to be, Ac* 

• Jam£3 Hillyah. 

P. S. There has not been found a 
shlp^s book or paper df any descrip- 
tion (charts excepted), on board the 
Essex, or any document relative to 
the number serving in her previous to 
the action. Captain Porter informs me, 
that he had upwards of 260 victualJed; 
our prisoners, including 4<2 wounded, 
amount to 161 : 23 were found dead 
on her decks, $ wounded were taken 
away by Captain Downes of the Essex, 
jun, a few minutes before the colours 
were struck, and I believe 20 or SO 
reached the shore; the remainder 
were killed or drowned. 

£Here follows a list of 4 killed and 
7 wounded on board the Plnebe, in- 
dading First Lieutenant William In- 
gram among the former. On board 
the Cherub w*ere 1 killed and 3 
wounded, including Captain Tucker, 
severely.— ‘Total, 3 killed and 10 
wounded.J 

Doncning^iireetf April 26. 

Major Lord W. liussei arrived last 
night at this office, bringing a dispatch 
foom the Marquis of Wellington to 
Eavi Bathurst, of which tiie following 
is a copy : , 

' 4* 

Touhztse, Aprifl^to 

My Lord,— 1 have the pleasure to 
ihfeiim your Lordship that 1 entered 
this tbwn this moaning, wfiich^ tlie 


enemy evacuated .during night, 
retiring by the road of Car^ftiiidiie. 

The cootinufed foil of raifii atid^ 
state of the roads, prevent^ mb frbfo 
laying th^ bridge till the mbhiing of 
the 8th, when the Spanish corbs, 
and Ihe Portuguese artiltery, thuter 
the immediate orders ofd*4eutenant 
General Don Manuel Freyre, and the 
head quarter, crossed die Garonne. 

We immediately moved forward to 
the neighbourhood of the town ; and 
the 1 8th hussars, under the immedilate 
command of Colonel Vivian, had an 
opportunity of making a most gallant 
attack upon a supermr body of the 
enemy*s cai^Iry, which they droVe 
through the village of Croix a*Orade, 
and took about 100 prisoners, and 
gave us possession of an important 
bridge over the river Ers, by which 
it was necessary to pass, in order to 
attAck the enemy’s position. Colonel 
Vivian was unmrtunately wounded 
upon this occasion, and 1 am afraid I 
shall k>se the benefit of bis assistance 
for some time. 

The town of Toulouse is surround- 
ed on three sides by the canal of Lan- 
guedoc and the Garonne.— On the 
left of that river; the suburb, whidi 
the enemy had fortified with strong 
field-works in frontbf the antient wall, 
formed a good iSte dt pant. 

They bad likewise formed a t6te de 
pont at each bridge of the canal, whkli 
was besides distended by tHe fire in 
some places 6f musketry, and in all oC 
artillery, from the ancient wait of the 
town. Beyond the canai^ to the eait-. 
ward, ahd between that and the river 
Ers, is a height which ^tends ashlar 
as Montaudrau, and over which ps^s 
all the roads to the canal and 'town 
from the eastward, which k defends; 
and lbs enemy, ini addition to the lAa 
dd pmt on the bridges of^he 
had fortified the height with 
dhubts, connected by eh- 

^^encldnebtsi and had with e^Wadird!- 
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for defence.«-*They had likewise bro* 
ken all the bridges over the Ers witli- 
in our n.'ach, by which the right of 
their position could be approached. — 
The roads, however, from "the Ariege 
to Toulouse being impracticable for 
cavalry or^ artillery, cind nearly so for 
infantry, as reported to your Lord* 
ship in my dispatch of the 1st inst., I 
had no alternative, excepting to at- 
tack the enemy in this formimible po» 
sition. 

It was necessary to move the pon- 
toon bridge higher up the Garonne, 
m order to shorten the communication 
with Lieutenant- Gen. Sir Rowland 
Hill'a coras, as soon as die Spanish 
corps had passed ; and this operation 
was not efected till so late an hour 
on the 9th, as to induce me to defer 
the attack till the following morning. 

The plan according to which 1 de- 
termined to attack the enemy, was 
for Marshal Sir W. Boresford, who 
was on the right of the Ers with the 
4th and 6th divisions, to cross that 
river at the bridge of Croix d’Orade, 
to gain possession of Montblanc, and 
to mardi up the left of the Ers to 
turn the enemy’s right, while Lieut.- 
(TCner^l Don Manuel Freyre, with 
the Spanish corps under his command, 
supported by tlie British cavalry, 
should attack the front. Lieutenant- 
General Sir S. Cotton was to follow 
the Marshal’s movement, with Major- 
General Lord E. Somerset’s brigade 
of hussars ; and Colonel Vivian’s bri- 
gade, under the command of Colonel 
Arentschild, was to ofeerve the move- 
ment of the enemy’s cavalry on both 
banks of the Ers beyond our left. 

Thu Sd and light divisions, under 
the command of Lieutenant-General 
Sir T. Picton and Major-General 
Charles Baton Alien, and tlie brigade 
of German cavalry, were to observe 
the* enemy on the lower part of the 
cabal, and to draw their attention to 


that quarter by threatening the tlie 
de pont^ while Lieut.-General Sir R. 
Hill was'to do the same on the suburb 
on the left of the Garonne. 

Marshal Sir W. Beresford crossed 
the Ers, and formed his corps in’tl^ree 
columns of lines inTbe village of Croix 
d’ Grade, the ^th division leading, 
with which he immediately carried 
Mintblanc.— He then moved bp the 
Ers in the same order over more dif- 
ficult grqund, in a direction parallel 
- to the enemy’s fortified position ; ahd 
as soon as he reached the point f.t 
which he turned it, he formed his lines 
and moved to the attack — During 
these operations Lieutenant-General 
Don Manuel Freyre moved along the 
left of the Ers to the front of Croix 
d’Orade, where he formed his corps 
in two lines with a reserve on a height 
in front of the left of the enemy’s po*- 
sition, on which height the Portuguese 
artillery was placed ; and Major-Gen. 
Ponsonby’s brigade of cavalry in re- 
serve in the rear. 

As soon as formed, and that it was 
seen that Marshal Sir William Beres- 
ford was ready, Lieutenant-General 
Don Manuel Freyre moved forward 
to the attack. The troops marched 
in good order under a heavy fire of 
musketry and artillery, and shewed 
great spirit, the General and all his 
staff being at their head ; and the two 
lines were soon lodged under some 
banks immediately under the enemy’s 
entrenchments ; the reserve and Por- 
tuguese artillery, and British cavalry, 
continuing on the heights on which 
the troops had first formed. The 
enemy, however, repulsed the move^ 
ment of the right of General Freyre’s 
line round their left flank, and having 
followed up their success, and turned 
•our right by both sides of the high 
roaS leading from Toulouse \o Croix 
d’Orade, they soon compelled the 
whqje corps to retire. It gave;, me 
great sat&ruction to see, that although 
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they suffered considerably in retiring, 
the troops rallied again as soon as the 
light division, which was irxvnediately 
on their right, moved up ; and 1 can- 
not sufficiently applaud the exertions 
of Ljeut -Oen. Don Manuel Frcyrc, 
the officers of the Staff of the 4th 
Spapish army, anIS of the officers of 
the General Staff, to rally and form 
them pgain. 

Lieutenant.-Gcneral Mendizaoal, 
who was in the field as a volunteer, 
Qeneral Espellata, and several offi- 
cers of the Staff and chiefs of corps,* 
^ere wounded upon this occasion ; 
but General Mendizabal continued in 
the field. The regiments De Tirad. 
De Cantabria, under the command of 
Colonel JSicilio, kept its position under 
the enemy s entrenchments, until I 
ordered them to retire. 

In the mean time Marshal Sir W. 
Berestbrd, with the 4th division, un- 
der the command of Lieut. -General 
Sir L. Cole, and the 6th division, un- 
der the command of Lieutenant-Gen. 
Sir H. Clinton, attacked and carried 
the heights on the enemy right, and 
the redoubt which covered and pro- 
tected that Hank; and he lodged those 
troops on the same heights with the 
enemy, who were, however, still in 
possession of four redoubts and the 
entrenchments and fortified houses. 

The badness of the roads had in- 
duced the Marshal to leave his artil- 
lery in the village of Montblanc ; and 
some time elapsed before it could be 
brought to him, and before Lieut.-Gen. 
Don Manuel Freyre’s corps could be 
re-formed and brought back to the at- 
tack ; as soon as this was effected, the 
Marshal continuedhismovement along 
the ridge, and carried, with General 
Pack’s brigade of the 6th division, 
two principal redoubts and fortified 
houses in the centre. The eneipiy* 
made a desperate effort from the canal 
to regain these redoubts, but they 
mre repulsed wth considerable Ion; 


and ^the 6th division continuing its 
moveme*nt along the ridge* of tlie 
height, and the Spanish troops conti- 
nuing a corresponding movjiment up- 
on the front, the enemy w^re driven 
from the two redoubts and entrench- 
ments on the led, and the whole range 
of heights were in our possession. We 
did not gain this advantage, however, 
without severe loss, particularly in the 
brave 6th division. Licutenant.-Coh 
Coglilad, of the 61st, an officer of great 
"merit and promise, was unfortunately 
killed in the. attack of the heights, 
Major-General Pack was wounded, 
but was enabled to remain in the field ; 
and Colonel Douglas, of the Bth Por- 
tuguese regiment, lost his leg; and 1 , 
am afraid I shall be deprived'fbr a 
considerable time of his assistance. 

The 36th, 42d, 79th, and 61st regi- 
ments lost considerable numbers, and 
were highly distinguished throughout 
the day. 

1 cannot sufficiently applaud the 
ability and condict of Marshal Sir W. 
Beresford throughout the operiitions 
of the day ; nor that of Lieutenant* 
Generals Sir L. Cole and Sir H. Clin- 
ton ; Major-Generals Pack and Lam- 
bert, and the troops under their com- 
mand. Marshal l^ir W. Beresford par- 
ticularly reports the good conduct of 
Brigadier-General D’ Urban, theQuar- . 
ter-Masier-General, and Gen, Brito 
Mozinho, the Adjutant-General of Uie 
Portuguese army. 

The 4th division, although exposed 
on their march along the enemy’s 
front to a galling fire, were not so 
much engaged as the 6th division, and 
did not suffer sdmuch^ but they Con- 
ducted themselves with their usual 
gallantry. » * 

X had also every reason to be satisfi* 
ed with the conduct of Lieut^Gene* * 
ral Doff Manuel Frey re, IJeutenaiTt* 
General L>on Gabriel Mendizabilj 
Murechal de Campo Don Pedrp 4c la 
Biurcei^a, Brigadier-Gen. Don J. De 
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Espciatcu Marechal de Campo Don 
Peib*o dt* Ja Barcena, Brigadier*Gc- 
neral Bon L De Espelata, Mareclial 
De Camplj* Don A. Garce«i de Mar- 
i-illa, and Chief of the Staff Don E. S. 
Salvador, an4 tlie officers oC the staff 
of the 4th army. The officers and 
troops conducted themselves well in 
all the attaa^^s which ‘they made sub- 
sequent to their being re-formed. 

The ground not having admitted 
of the operations of the cavalry, they 
had no opportunity of charging. 

While the operations above detail- 
ed were going forward pn the left of 
the army, Lieutenant- Gen* Sir Row- 
land Hill drove the enemy from their 
exterior works in the suburbs, on the 
left of^hc Garonne, within the ancient 
wall. Lieutenant-Gen. Sir Thomas 
Picton likewise, with the 3d division, 
drove the enemy within the iete de 
pont on the bridge of the canal near- 
est to the Garonne; but the troc^s 
having made an effort to carry it, they 
were repulsed, and sopne loss was sus- 
tained. Major-General Brisbane was 
wounded, but 1 hope not so as to de- 
prive me for any length of time of his 
assistance; and Lieut.-Colone] Forbes, 
of the 45th, an officer of great merit, 
w'as killed. 

The army being thus established on 
three sides of Toulouse, 1 immediate- 
ly detached our light cavalry to cutoff 
the communication by the only road 
practicable for carriages which remain- 
ed to the enemy, till I should be en- 
abled to make arrangements to esta- 
blish the troops between the canal and 
the Garonne. 

The enemy, however, retired last 
ni^ jt> leaving in our hands General 
D^Harispe, General Burrot, General 
gt Hllatre, and J,600 prisoners* One 
apiece of cannon was taken on the held 
of battle $ and others, and large quan- 
tities of stofies of all descriptions, in 
ihortown. 

Since I sent my last report, I have 
received an account from Rear-1!ldmi* 


rai Penrose, of the successes in the 
Gironde of the boats of the squadron 
under bis command. 

LieuU-General the Earl of Dal* 
housie crossed the Garonne nearly 
about the time that Admiral Penrose * 
entered the river, and pushed thel&iie- 
Tsxyh parties under General L^Huillier# 
beyond the Dordogne. He then crossed 
the Dordogne on the 4th, near St An- 
dre dc Cubzac, with a detachment of 
the troops under his command, with a 
view to thq attack of the fort of Bloye* 
His Lordship found Gen. L^HuillieV 
and Gen. Des Barreaux posted near 
Btauliers, and made his disposition to 
attack them, when they retired, lea- 
ving about BOOC^prisoners in liis hands* 
1 enclose the Earl of Dalhousie^s re- 
port of this affair. 

In the operation which 1 have now 
reported, 1 have had every reason to 
be satisfied with the assistance I re- 
ceived from the Quarter- Master and 
Adjutant-General, and the officers of 
their departments respectively; from 
Marechal dc Campo Don Louis Wimp- 
fen, and the officers of the Spanish 
Staff, and from Major-Gen. Alava, 
from Colonel Dickson, commanding 
the allied artillery, from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Lord Fitzroy Somerset, and 
the officers of my personal Staff. 

} send this dispatch by my aide de 
camp, Major Lord Wm. Russell, 
whom 1 beg leave to recommend te 
your Lordship’s protection* 

1 have the honour to be, drc. 

(Signed) 

WfiULINOTOK. 

1 enclose a return of the killed and 
wounded in the late operations. 

On the Heights near Eloyep 

April 6 . 

My Lord,^ — On the 4th I crossed 
4be Dordogne at St Andre de Cubzac, 
and advanced next morning with the 
troops I stated in my last letter to 
your Lordship, my second brigade, 
xny oa^adbres, and the 7th Portuguese 
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regiment) four guns, and one squa- 
dron of theil2th light dragoons. 

I learned that Generals L’iluiilier 
and Des Barreaux, with 300 cavalry, 
and 1200 infantry, had retired by 
Erauliers. I therefore moved on that 
point, ihtending to turn back again on 
Blaye, if I found these oiHcers had 
continhed their retreat on Saintes. 
Gen. L’Huillier commanding, thought 
proper to remain at Etauliers, and 
drew out his corps on a large open 
common near that, occupying some 
wodds in front of it. 

The flank companies of the 6th 
xind Bruriswickers soon cleared those 
viropds, and Major Jenkinson’s guns 
had a fair field for his pfactice. Th^ 
infantry and cavahy gave way, and 
retired through Etauliers, leaving 
scattered parties to shift for them- 
selves. One of these, about 80 men^ 
was gallantly charged by the weak 
squadron of the 1 2th dragoons, under 
Major Bridger, and taken prisoners. 

In all we took about 30 officers 
and 250 or 300 men. Great num- 
bers dispersed in the woods, and in 
a short time, it is thou^ht4the whole 
of their infantry conscripts will leave 
them. 

1 have the honour to be, Ac. 

Dalhousie. 
My loss yesterday was very trif- 
ling. 

Abstract Return of Killed^ Wounded^ 
and Missings of the Army under 
the Command of his Excellency Field 
Marshal the Marquis of Wellington^ 
in Action with the Enemy from the 
* 22^ of March to the %th of Aprils in- 
clusive. 

Total British Loss— S rank and file, 
& horses, killed ; 1 colonel, 1 captain, 
1 lieutenant, 4 serjeants, 24 rank and 
file, 30 horses, wounded ; 1 serjeant, 
9 rank and file, 9 horses, missing. ' 

Akstrm^ Heiurn qf Killed^ Wounded^ 


and Missingf qf the Army und^K the 
Command of his ExceUent^ %)Pidd 
g Marshal the Marquis of WeUmgtm 
Km Gm in the Attack of iht ]Rn^y*s 
fortified Position covering xotdome^ 
on the \Qt^ Bay qf ApriL ^ 

Total British Loss — 2 lieutenant** 
colonels, 6 captains, 5 lieutenants, 9 
ensigns, 17 serjeants, 1 drutqmer, 27B 
rank and file, 55 horses, killed; 2 
general staff, 3 lieutenant-colonels, 4 
majors, 31 captains, 69 lieutenants, 22 
ensigns, 3 staff, 36 serjeants, 11 drum- 
•mers, 1,594 rank and file, 54 horses^ 
wounded; 1 captain, 2 ensigns, 14 
rank and file, I^qrse, missing, 
Portuguese Loss— 1 lieutenant-co- 
lonel, 1 lieutenant, 1 ensign, 4 ser*- 
jeants, I drummer, 70 rank and fife, $ 
horses, killed ; 1 colonel, 2 majors, 6 
captains, .5 lieutenants, 9 ensigns, 37 
serjeants, 4 drummers, 465 rank an4 
file, 1 horse, wounded. 

Spanish Loss — 1 colonel, 1 lieute-. 
nant-colonel, 1 captain, S lieutenants, 3 
ensigns, 1 staiff, 193 rank and file, 2 
horses, killed; 2 general staff, 2 colonels, 
2 lieutenant-ipolqnels, 4 majors, 1 8 cap- 
tains, 22 lieutenants, 30 ensigns, 5 stafl^ 
1,634 rank and file, 4 horses, wound- 
ed; 1 rank and file, 1 horse, missing. 
♦ (Signed) B. Pakenham, 

Adjutant-GenmI. 

Downing-street^ April 27 - 
Lieutenarit Lord Geora^^e Lcpoi^ 
arrived last night at this office, bring*- 
ing a dipkteh from Field Marshal the 
Marquis of Wellington, addressed to 
Earl Bathurst, of which the following 
is a copy 

• 

Toulouse, April 19. 
My Lord, — On the evening qf tlie 
12ili instant, Colonel Cook arrived 
from Paris, to inform me of the events 
* which had occurred in that city to the 
night of the 7tta inst He acoegl- 
panied by Colonel St Simon, 
directed by the Provislena) Govern- 
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ment of France to apprise Marshal 
Soult^and Marshal Sachet fif die same 
event. 

Ma^ijhal Soult did not at first con- 
sider tl^c information to be so authen- 
tic as to induce him to send his sub- 
mission to the Provisional Govern- 
ment ; but he pro|)oscd that I should 
consent tV) a suspension of hostilities, 
to give him time to ascertain what had 
occurred ; but I did not think it pro- 
per to acquiesce in this desire. I en- 
close the correspondence which pass- 
ed on this occasion. 

In the mean time I concluded (on 
the 15th) a convention for the suspen- 
sion oi' hostilities with the General 
Officer commanding at Montauban, of 
wliich 1 enclose a copy : and the troops 
being prepared for moving forward, 
they marched on the l5th and the 
17 insi. towards Castlenandary. 

1 sent forward on the ibth another 
officer, who had been sent from Paris 
to Marshal Soult; and 1 received 
from him the follow ipgday the letter of 
which I enclose a copy, brought by 
the General of Division Count Ciazan, 
who informed me, as indeed appears 
by the Marshal’s letter, that he had 
acknow'ledged the Provisional Go- 
vernment of Prance. 

1 therefore authorised Major-Gen. 
Sir (xeorge Murray, and Marechal 
de Campo Don Louis Wimpfen to ar- 
range with General Gazan a con- 
vention for the suspesnion of hostili- 
ties between the allied armies under 
my command, and the French armies 
under the command of Marshals Soult 
and Suchet, of which 1 enclose a copy. 

This convention has been confirm- 
ed by Marshal Soult, though 1 have 
nouyel received the formal ratifica- 
tions, as he waits for that of Marshal 
Suchet. 

This General, appithcncfing that* 
there might be some delay in the ar- 
i^ngement of the convention with 
Marshal Soult, has in the me^n time 


sent here Colonel Richard, of the 
staff of his army, to treaU'for a con- 
vention for the suspension of hostili- 
ties with the army under his imme- 
diate command ; and I have directed 
Major-General Sir George M^t’fay, 
and the Marechal de Campo Don 
Louis Wimpfen, to agree to the same 
articles with this officer, as I had be- 
fore agreed as relating to the army 
under Marshal Suchet with Count 
Gazan. 

No military event of importance 
has occurred in this quarter since 1 
made my last report. 

It gives me much concern to liave' 
to lay before^^ your Lordship the en- 
closed reports from Major-General 
Colville and Major-General Howard, 
of a sortie from tlie citadel of Bay- 
onne on the morning of the 14 th inst, 
in which Lieutenant-Gen. Sir John 
Hope having been unfortunately 
wounded, and his horse killed under 
him, he was made prisoner. 

1 have every reason to believe that 
his wounds are not severe, but I can- 
not but regret that the satisfaction 
generally felt by the army upon the 
prospect of the honourable termina- 
tion of their labours, should be clouded 
b^ the misfortune and sufferings of an 
officer so highly esteemed and re- 
spected by all. 

1 sincerely lament the loss of Major- 
Gen. Hay, whose services and merits 
1 have had frequent occasion to bring 
under your Lordship’s notice. 

By a letter from Lieutenant-Gen. 
William Clinton, of the 6tb, 1 learn 
that he was about to carry into exe-. 
cution my orders of the ^th and 8th of 
March, to withdraw from Catalonia, 
in consequence of the reduction ip 
Catalonia of the force under Marshal 
Suchet. 

, Upon the breaking up of this army, 
1 perform a most satisfactory duty 
in reporting to your Lordsliip tny 
sense the conduct and merit of 
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Lieutenant-Gen. William Clinton, and 
of the troops under his command since 
they have been employed, in the Pe- 
ninsula* Circumstances have not en- 
^ abled those troops to have so brilliant 
’ a sljare in the operations of the war 
ns tiheir brother officers and soldiers 
on. this side of the Peninsula; but 
they have not been less usefully em- 
ployed ; their conduct when engaged 
with the enemy has always been meri- 
torious ; and I have had every reason 
(0 be satisfied with the General Offi- 
cer commanding, and with them. 

* I send this dispatch by my aide de 
camp, Lord George Lenox, whom 
I beg leav^to recommend tp your 
Lordship’s flection. 

I am, &c. (Signed) 
Wellikgton. 

I enclose a return of the killed, 
wounded, and missing, on the occa- 
sion of the sortie from Bayonne. 

Baucaut, April 14*. 

My Lord,— It is to my infinite re- 
gret that owing to the unfortunate 
circumstance of the capture of lieut,- 
General Sir Johtt Hope, the du^ de- 
volves on me of informing your Lord- 
ship of a sortie which the enemy made 
this morning at tliree o’clock, from 
the entrenched camp in front of the 
citadel of Bayonne, with false attacks 
in front of the posts of the 5th divi- 
sion, &c. at AugJet and Bellevue. 

1 am happy to say, that the ground 
which had been lost on this side was 
all recovered, and the picquets re- 
posted on their original points by se- 
, ven o’clock. 

The injury done to the defences is 
as little as could be well supposed, in 
an attack made in the force this one 
was, and will, 1 hope, be mostly re- 
paired in the course of this night. 
The casualties are what we ha^e fb 
regret most ; on a rough guess Lieut.- 
Coionel Macdonald estimates them at 
,400 men* 


I much lament to mention the 
death of Major-General Hayf general 
officer of the night. His last words 
were (a minute before hoJvas shot) 
an order to hold the Chifrch of St 
Etienne„and a fortified house adjoin- 
ing, to the last extremity. 

Major-Gen. Stopford* is wounded, 
not, 1 hope, iSeverely ; •among the 
killed are, 1 am sorry to say, Lieut.- 
Colonel Sir H. Sullivan and Captain 
Crofton, of the Guards ; Lieutenant- 
Colonel Townsend is prisoner, as are 
also Captain.Herries, Deputy Assist. 
Quarter Master General ; and LicuU 
Moore, aide decamp to Sir J. Hope. 

Not wishing, however, to lose any 
time in sending off this report, I have 
iequested Major-(ten. Howafd will 
detail, for your Lordship’s further in- 
formation, the circumstances of the at^ 
tack and its repulse, having been my- 
self at the time with the 5th division. 

Sir John Hope’s horse was shot 
and fell upon him, which prevented 
his extricating himself.— We hear 
that he is wounded in the arm, and a 
French officer speaks also ot a wound 
in his thigh; but we trust this may 
have reference to his former injury. 
The boot of his left leg was found un- 
der his horse. 

Te a flag of truce, the proposal 
was rejected of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Macdonald’s being admitted to see 
him ; but w^e now expect that Captain 
Wedderburn, and what other assist- 
ance he may require, will be admit- 
ted to him, upon the condition of their 
not returning. 

The arrival of the62d and 84th re- 
giments on thh other side from Vera 
this day, will allow of my strengtjjen- 
ing the force on this, by with^jrawing 
from that in front of Auglet. , 

1 have the honour, &c. ^ 

• (Signed) 

C#Cotvii,r.E. 

To Field Marshal the Marquis of* 

Wellington, K*.G. &c. Sec, 
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' Camp neerr Bayonne, 

t A)yrU 15. 1^14. 

Sir,— In consoquetiocof Ijieutenant- 
(i^ncral Sit’ John Hope having been 
ivounded afd taken prisoner, it falls 
to my lot nf have the honour detail 
to you, ft>r the information of his Excel* 
lency the Commander of the Forces, 
the result of^an attack made by the 
enemy on our position in front of the 
citadel of Bayonne on the 14th instant. 

Yesterday morning, a considerable 
time before day-break, the enemy 
made a sortie and attack in great force, 
principally on the left and centre of 
our position of St Etienne, in front of 
the citadel. The left of the position 
was occupied by picquets of Major- 
Generai Hay’s brigade; the brigadq^ 
itself had been directed to form in 
case of alarm near the village of Bou- 
caut, as it was merely serving pro- 
visionally on this side of the A dour ; 
the centre by picquets of the 2d bri- 
gade of guards, and the right by pic- 
quets of the 1st brigade of guards. 
Major-General Hay was the geteral 
oIBcer of the day in command of the 
line of outposts ; and, 1 regret much 
to say, was killed shortly after the at- 
tack commenced, having just given 
directionsthatthechurchof St Etienne 
should be defended to the last. 1 he 
enemy, however, by great superiority 
<)f numbers, succc^ed in getting in 
towards the left of the village, and got 
momentary possession of it, with th^ 
exception of a house occupied by a 
picque^ of the SStli regiment, under 
Captain Forster of that corps, and who 
maintained himself till the support 
coming up^ Major-General Hinuber, 
with the 2d )ine battalion, King’s Ger- 
man *Legion, under the command of 
Lieutehant-Colont 1 Bock, immediate- 
ly attacked and re-took the village. 

The enemy attacked tlie centre of 
oUr position Jike wise in great number^, 
and, by bea^ng in greaf foixe on one 
point, nfter' a sharp resistance, they 


succeeded in compelling one of our 
picquets to retire, and wWch en- 
able him to move up a road in the 
rear of theline of picquets of the cen- 
tre of the position, and which compeU 
led the other picquets of the 2d Wi- ‘ 
gade of guards to fall back till the Sup- 
port arrived up to their assistanccj 
when the enemy was immediately 
diarged, and the line of posts re-occu- 
pied as before. Major-General Stop- 
ford, I regret to say, was wounded, 
when the command of the brigade de- 
volved on Colonel Guise. In conse- 
quence of the enemy having gained* 
temporary possession of some houses 
which had been occupied by the pJc*» 
quets of the cctitre of Ifie position^ 
Colonel Maitland found the enemy 
was in possession of ground on the 
rear of his left, and immediately ad- 
vanced against him rapidly with the 
Sd battalion 1st guards, commanded 
by Lieutenant* Colonel the Hon. W. 
Stewart^ on a ridge of ground which 
runs parallel with the roads, and 
Lieutenant- Colonel ^Woodford, of the 
Coldstream, ascending the hill at the 
same time by a simytaneous charge, 
these two corps immediately dislod- 
ged the enemy, and re-occupied all the 
posts which we had before possessed ; 
and from the time the enemy was dis- 
lodged, he did not shew the least dis- 
position to renew the attack. Col* 
Maitland expressed his satisfaction at 
the conduct of both his officers and 
men, and also his obligation to Lieu- 
tcnant-Col. Woodford, for his prompt 
concurrence in the movements above- 
mentioned. 

It was towards the right that Lieu- 
tenant-General Sir John Hope was 
taken. In endeavouring to bring up 
some troops to tlie support of the pic- 
uels, he came unexpectedly jn the 
ark on a party of the enemy ; his 
horsh was shot dead and fell upon him, 
and not being able to disengage him- 
self from untkr it^ he ivas unfbrfunate- 
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ly made priaoner. I regret to aay, that 
from a letter I have received from hlm^ 

I find he was wounded in two places, 
but in neither of them dangerously ; 
you will easily conceive, sir, that only 
one feeling, that of the greatest re- 
gret, pervades all the troops at the 
Ideutenant-General’s misfortune* 

The enemy having commenced their 
attack between two and three o’clock 
in the ihorning, a considerable pai't of 
the operations took place before day- 
light, which gave them a great advan- 
ta^ from their numbers ; but what- . 
ever end they might propose to them- 
•selves by their attack, 1 am happy 
to say it has been completely frus- 
trated, as they effected mo one object 
by it, except setting fire to one house 
in the centre of our position, which, 
from being within three hundred yards 
of their guns, they had rendered per- 
fectly untenable before, whenever 
they chose to cannonade it. From 
the quantity of fire of every descrip- 
tion which the enemy brought on 
us, you will easily conceive our loss 
could not be inconsiderable. In Ma- 
jor-General Hay, who was well known 
to you, his majesty’s service has lost 
a most zealous and able officer, who 
lias served a considerable time in this 
army with great distinction* The 
loss of the enemy must, however, liave 
been severe, as he left many dead be- 
hind him, and he was afterwards ob- 
served burying a good number of men. 
In regard to prisoners, we had no op- 
portunity of making many from the 
facility the enemy possessed of imme- 
diately retiring under the guns of 
* their works. 

To Mqjor-Generals Hinuber and 
Stopford, and Colonel Maitland, com- 
manding brigades, as well as to Col. 
Guise, who took Uie command of the 
2d brigade of guards after Mmor-Ge-i 
nsnnl Stopford was wounded, 1 beg to 
express mv best thanks for their ex- 
erUens andpromptitiiide during the af« 


fair, as well as to Lieutenant-Colonel 
the Hon**iA. Upton, AssistantfQuar- 
ter-Master-General, and to Lleute# 
nant-Col. Dashwood, A8sistani>*Aiiju* 
tan t- General of the divisii^, firOm 
both of whom 1 received eve^ assist- 
ance, and also fVom Captain Batters- 
by, my aid*de-camp, till he was 
wounded* I must also e:^press my 
thanks to Lieutenant-Colonel McDo- 
nald, the Assistant- Adjutant-General 
of the left column, for his assistance, 
he having joined me after Lieutenant- 
General Sir John Hope was wounded. 
Indeed, all the*troops throughout the 
whole business behaved with the great- 
est gallantry. 

I am, drc. 

(Signed) K. A. Howadd, 
Commanding 1st Division* 
P. S. I omitted to mention that 
Major-General Bradford had moved 
up one battalion of the S^tb Portu- 
guese regiment of his brigade, in the 
support of' the brigade of the King’l 
German Legion, when Major ^Gene- 
ral Hinuber drove the enemy fwm 
the village of St Etienne, in the early 
part of the morning. Colonel Mait- 
land also reports to me, that he recei- 
ved great assistance from Lientenant- 
Coiouel Burgoyne*, of the Royal En- 
gineers, who had been charged with 
the construction of the different points 
of defence on the right of the posir ' 
tion. 

To Maj.-Gen. the Hon. 

Charles Colville. 

JRdurn of Killed^ Wounded, and Misih 
infr, of t fie Amy under the Command 
of his Excellmcu Field Manhal the 
Marquis of WetUi^ton, K. G. in a 
Sortie maA by the GaMson of 
annef on the Morning of thi \4tih 
1814. 

Total Britisb Loss— 1 general staff, 
1 iBiyor, S captains, S liimtenaiiti, Q 
Serjeant^ 2 drummers, 129 rank ed 
file, lulled $ I general etaff, 2 lieute^, 



EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 181*. 


nan t- colonels, 2 majors, 10 captains, 
16 lieiitenants, '2 ensigns, Tstaff, 27 
Serjeants, 5 drummers, 370 rank and 
file, 1 hdrse, wounded ; 1 General staff*, 

3 captays, 1 lieutenant, 1 ensign, 7 
Serjeants, 2 drununers, rank and 
file, missing. 

Total Portuguese Loss — 8 rank and 
file killed? 2 captains, 1 serjeant, 18 
rank and file, wounded; 3 rank and 
file missing. 

Downing^street^ May 8, 1814*. 

Captain Milnes, Aide-dc Camp to ‘ 
Lieut. ‘General I.ord William Bentinck, 
K. B. has arrived at this office, bring- 
ing a dispatch, addressed by his Lord- 
ship to Earl Bathurst, of which the 
following is a copy : 

Genoa^ April ^0, 1814. 

My Lord, — My di^atch of‘ the 6th 
instant will have made your lordship 
acquainted with the occupation of 
Spezia, and with the movement of the 
troops down to that period. 

tfpon n:y arrival at Leghbrn, I 
learnt that there were only two thou- 
sand men in Genoa. The possession 
of that harbour and fortrecs was of 
such very great importance, that I 
determined to move on as rapidly as 
possible, and to take advantage of its 
defenceless state: not succeeding, I 
had a safe retreat upon Spezia, from 
whence 1 might advance the infantry 
by Pontremoli tow ards the Po. 

Upon my arrival at Sestri, 1 found 
that the enemy had been reinforced 

Genoa. Ihe garrison consisted of 
between 5 and 6000 men. 

The roads in the diountains being 
yexy bad, and the means of transport 
as weJH by l^d as by sea, being limited, 

1 waa not able to concentrate the army 
‘ til] the 14th. 

On the 8tb the enemy dis- 
lodged fram the strong country near 
Sestri. 

On the 12th, Major-General Mon- 


tresor’s division drove the enemy from 
Mount Fascia and Nervi ; smd on the 
13th established himself in the ad- 
vanced position of Sturla. The coun- 
try was extremely mountainous and 
difficult, and the troops met with con- 
siderable opposition. 

On the 16th, dispositions were piade 
for attacking the enemy, who had 
taken a very strong position iji front 
of Genoa; his left upon the forts 
Richelieu and Tecla, his centre oc- 
cupying/he village of St Martino, qnd 
from thence extending to the sea, 
through a country the most impassable 
I ever saw, thickly covered with 
country houses, only communicating 
w^ith each other by narrow lanes be- 
tw^een high w^alls. 

On the l7th at day-break the at- 
tack began. 

The Sd Italians, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ceravignac, attacked with 
great spirit a height in front of Fort 
Tecla, drove away the enemy, and 
took three mountain guns. 

A part of the 3d Italians moved up 
the hill towards Fort Richelieu : while 
Lieutenant -Col. Travers, descending 
from Mount Fascia, with the Cala- 
brese and Greeks, got possession of the 
highest part of the hill above the fort, 
and some of his men pushed forward 
actually under the wall, when the gar- 
rison, afraid of being taken by esca- 
lade, surrendered. 

Fort Tecla was hastily evacuated, 
and the greater part of the enemy’s 
force made prisoners. 

The fortunate possession of these 
strong forts, together with the heights, 
completely exposed the enemy’s left, 
which in consequence retired. 

The attacks upon the enemy’s 
right were made in three columns 
by Major-General Montresor’s divi- 
•siojn, supported by that of Lieuteimnt- 
General Macfarlane. The troopild- 
vanced w ith great vigour, and although 
the intersected state of the country 
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enabled tjie enemy to o^intam him- 
self for a considerable period, his left 
being turned, he was obliged at last 
to retire precipitately into the town. 
The impossibility of making use of ar- 
tillery, and the cover every where af- 
forded both to the attackers and de- 
fenders. prevented any serious loss on 
either side* 

At liooii, the army, under cover of 
the houses, took a position within 600 
yards of the narrowest and most as- 
sa'rlable front of the town, from whence 
tlje very bottom of the wall was dis- 
covered, and the defences could be 
easily destroyed. 

Preparations were immediately and 
with great activity made by Lieut- 
Coloncl Lemoine, commanding the 
artillery, and Captain fylden, the 
principal engineer officer, for the con- 
struction of the necessary batteries ; 
and it was hoped that an assault might 
have been given on the following day. 

On the same day Sir Edward Pel- 
lew^s squadron came in sight, and an- 
chored in front of Nervi. 

In the evening a deputation of the 
inhabitants, accompanied by a French 
officer, came to beg that I would not 
bombard the town ; they urged me to 
agree to a suspension of arms for a 
few daysj during which, from tlip 
accounts from France, it would ap- 
pear, that peace mu^t be made* I an- 
swered, that these were arguments to 
use to the French commandant, but 
not to me. It was for the French 
general to abandon a town he could 
not defend, and for me to push an ad* 
•vantage which fortune had put with- 
in niy reach. 

The next morning several commu- 
nications passed between myself and 
the French general, whose object 
was to gain time, in the hope that some 
arrangement elsewhere might avert 
the necessity of his surrender ; but as 
1 would hot listen to his pri positions, 
it was at last agreed that conxnissjpn- 
ers should be appointed on either side: 

8 


by whom the enclosed convention was 
made, and the« French garrison will 
march out to-morrow mornirfg. 

It is now three years sinds Lieut.- 
General I^acfarlane has acted as my 
second in command ; and upon this, 
as upon all occasions, I am most thank- 
ful for his cordiaf and honourable co- 
operation and assistance. 

To Major-General Montresor I am 
also much indebted ; all the operations 
entrusted to his charge were conduct- 
ed with great jyadgraent and vigour. 

Ail the officers and troops of his 
majesty have acted to my entire sa- 
tisfaction. 

The Sicilian troops, under Briga- 
dier-Gen. Roth, were engaged e^Jual- 
Jy with our own, and displayed the 
greatest bravery. The utmost re- 
spect and confidence mutually pre- 
vails. 

The Italian levy completely fulfilled 
the expectations I had always formed 
of them. 

In the whole course of the service, 
the navy have borne a dbtinguished 
part. 

To Captain Sir Josias Rowley, who 
conducted the naval part of the expe- 
dition, I liave express my particu- 
lar acknowledgments; I am equally 
indebted for lus advice as for his 
hearty and most effectual co-opera- 
tion. , 

From the energy and bravery of 
the Hon. Capt. Dundas, who was 
principally charged with the directions 
ashore, and who took an active part 
with his marines and guns in the mi- 
litary operations; the army derived the 
utmost s^:»i8tance. 

I regret to say, that in this service 
Lieut. Mapleton, first of the Edinburgh , 
was wounaed. 1 beg to recommend 
» him, tlivough your lordship, to the fa- 
vourable consideration of die Lords 
of the Admiralty. 

Captain Hamilton, of the Rainbow, 
rendered essential service to the ad- 
vanced corps of the army. 
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' I haye the honour to ifhclose re- 
turns of the klNed and wounded. 

There have been found in Genoa 
a very Wnsiderable amount of naval 
and' military stores» of which exact re- 
turns will be transmitted as soon as 
they can be prepared. 

1 have* the honour to be, Ac. 

W. C. Bentinck, 
Lieut.-General. 

CONVENTION concluded between 
liieut-General Macfarlane, stipu- 
lating in the name of his Excel- 
lency Lord W.Berjtinck,Gommand- 
er-in-Chief of the combined Army 
acting on the coast of Genoa, and 
Sir CharlesRowIey , BartGommand- 
er of the Squadron under the oi> 
ders of Vice-Admiral Sir Edward 
PcMew, Bart. Commander* in-Chief 
of the English fleet in the Meditei^ 
ranean, on one part ; and the Che- 
velierDubignon, Colonel, command- 
ing the ^i8th Legion of Gendar- 
merie, and the Chevalier Chopia, 
Inspector of Revenues in the ^Bth 
Military Division, stipulating, in the 
name of Baron Fresia, General of 
Division, Chid' Commandant of the 
Fortress of Genoa^ on the other 
part. 

Art. I. The fortress of Genoa shali 
be given up to the combined English 
and Sicilian troops. All hostilities, 
therefore, cease from this moment be- 
tween the troops and the garrison of 
Genoa. 

Art^ n. The said combined troops 
take possession of the citjL of 
Gdiroa to-morrow Vnorning, at nve 
otclock ; tliat is to say, they shall oc- 
cupy at that hour the gates Pille and 
deKArco, as well as the quarter of La 
Pace^ situated between those gates. 
They shsdi likewise occupy^ at the*^ 
same hour. Fort Quetze, and ail the 
other exterior forts and gates, suc- 
cessively, during the same day. 

Art. III. Three ships of ’ war shall 


enter at the same hour into the p6rt 
of Genoa. 

Art. IV. The French troops shall 
remain in possession of the remaining 
part of the town until Thursday the 
Slst instant at eight in the morning. 
On that day they shall set out for 
France by the shortest way. In Case 
they should take the road of TJice, the 
English government engages to fur- 
nish three vessels to provide for the 
conveyance of their baggage. ^ 

Art. V. They shall pursue the mi- 
litary route fixed by the regulatic/hs, 
and they are on no account to be mo-’ 
lested on their march, either by the 
troops of his Britannic Majesty, or 
those of his allies. 

Art. VI. The French troops shall 
march out with drums beatino^ mat- 
ches lighted, with their arms and bag- 
gage, and with all the honours of war. 
They shall take with them six pieces 
of cannon, and the powder containing 
the necessary quantity of ammunition 
for the said cannon, and likewise one 
hundred and twenty cartridges per 
man. 

Art VI 1. All persons forming part 
of the said French troops shall take 
with them all the effects and baggage 
that belong to them, it being well un- 
derstoi^d that under this meaning are 
comprehended the private magazines 
of the forces, but not those of govern- 
ment 

Art. VIII. Two commissaries shall 
be appointed to-morrow morning, in 
order to draw up an inventory of the 
magazines and property of the French 
government ; and the seals of the Bri- 
tish government shall be affixed there- 
on, leaving, however, at the disposi- 
tion of the French troops, as much as 
w ill be sufficient lor their subsistence 
uptil the 21st instant, and besides bis- 
cuit, rations for four days, fot the 
number of troops present under arms 
and in garrison at Genoa. 

<Art/lX. Every thing belonging to 
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. the Frcpch marine will be delivered 
over to-morrow to the British navy* 
Art. X. The sick and wounded of 
the French army shall remain in the 
•hospitals of the place until they be 
cured. They shall be treated and sub- 
sisted as heretofore! at the expense of 
the*F rench government. 

There sh^ remain at Genoa a com- 
missary and a medical officer, in order 
to regulate the stipulations of the 10th 
article, and send the military back to 
Prance after their recovery. 

• Art. Xl« In case any thing should 
require to be regulated, commissaries 
, wiu be appointed on bjoth sides to that 
effect* 

Done at St Francois dAlbero, this 
18th day of April, 18H. 

^Return of killed, wounded, and miss- 
ing, of the allied British and Sicilian 
armies before Genoa, between the 
ISth and 17th April, 1814? : 

Total loss — One ensign, S7 rank 
and file, killed ; one major, three cap- 
tains, one lieutenant, two staff, seven 
Serjeants, one drummer, 159 rank and 
file, wounded* 

Admiralty-Oj^e^ May 8, 1814. 
A dispatch was this day received fro;n 
Vice-Admiral Sir E. Pcllew, Bart, 
addressed to John Wilson Croker, 
Esq. of which the following is a 
copy: 

If h Majesty^ s Ship Caledonia, 
Genoa Mole, April 14, 1814. 

• Sir,-— I have ^reat pleasure in an- 

nouncing to their lor^hips the sur- 
render of this fortress last night by 
capitulation* 1 have the honour to 
enclose the terms. 

At, the request of. Lord William 
Beotinck, I came hither with the ships 
luuned in the margin,^ leaving the re- 


maintiei^of the Sect to wateh/TouIofit 
under the orders of Rear-Admisid Sir 
Richard King ; and on my hitfral on 
the morning of the l7th, tb^ batteriet 
had just ppened their fire, and were 
warmly cn^ged with those which 
been opened by the assailants. I have 
desired Sir Josias Rowleys to make a 
report of that part of the service which 
devolved upon the naval force em- 
ployed on this service, and beg to 
recommend those whom he has potpled 
out to their lordships^ favour ; but it 
remains for me to state, that the man- 
ner in which the whole service has 
been conducted by Sir Jogias Rowley 
claims my sincere acknowledgments, 
and their lordships will, I am setfrible, 
receive it with, a just consideratic^ of 
his uniform zeal and merits* 

1 have the honour to be, 5cc» 

EdWAH 0 PB2^nW« 
John Wilson Croker, Esq. 

Secretai-y to the Admiralty* 

His Majesfy^s Ship jimericap 
off Genoa, April 18, 1814. 
Sir, — I have the honour to infiarm 
you, that in pui'suancc of my commu- 
nication of the 31 St ultimo, from Leg- 
horn roads, I sailed from thence on 
the 7th of April, with his excellency 
Lieut.-Gen* Lord William Bentinck 
on board; After various communica- 
tions with the troops at Spezia and 
other parts of the coast, we anchored 
off Recce, in the Gulf of Genoa, on 
the 11th. The Honourable Captem 
Dundas had, with the Edinburgh, 
j^inbow, and some of tjie flotiU^, 
during my absence, co-operated with 
the advance of the army with his usual 
activity s^nd zeal. ^ 

On the IStb, tfie transports having 
arrived from Sicily, the troops were 
immedi&>tely landed, and the ships and 
gun-boats moved on in ad^nce with 
the army* » 


C4adoiua, Bourne, ^UrnoU) Prince of W ales, and Pembroke. 
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On the 17th, every prepawtien be- 
ing made for the attack, at day-light 
the army moved forwards to drive the 
enemy fr|m their positions without the 
town of Genoa, The gun and mortar 
vessels, with the ships’ boats, armed 
with carronadcs, were advancing along 
the sea lii|e to attack the batteries ; 
the greater part of the marines, under 
the command of Captain Rea, royal 
marines, were also embarked in the 
transports’ boats, ready to land as oc- 
casion might require. As soon as the 
troops advanced, the whole of the gun 
vessels and boats opened their fire with 
such effect, that on the landing of the 
seamen and marines, and preparing to 
storm, the enemy deserted their batte- 
ries, and the whole of the sea line, 
without the walls, which were instantly 
taken possession of, and soon turned 
on the place ; by this means drawing 
oflF a considerable portion of the enc- 
my^B fire. The arrival of the Caledonia 
afforded you, sir, an opportunity of 
witnessing the remaining opei^tions, 
and the spirited fire which was kept 
up at the battery, under the directions 
of Lieutenants Bazalgette and White, 
against a very superior one of the 
enemy, by which, « I regret to st^te, 
that Lieut. Bewick, ot the Pylades, 
an officer of much promise, was killed. 

My warmest thanks are due to the 
whole of the captains, officers, seamen, 
and marines, which I had the honour 
to have placed under my orders, for 
their zealous and active co-operation 
while under my command. I was 
particularly indebted to Captain Brace, 
for his able assistance ; he was so giMsd 
as to direct the advance of the boats 
and gun vessels. Captains Dundas 
and Hamilton had, as usual, been most 
assiduous in forwarding the operations 
of the troops ; and my thankf are due , 
to Captains Power and Wemyss, for 
t];^eir ready assistance. Captain Flinn 


had volunteered to head a party of 
seamen, which were landed with sca- 
ling-ladders, to storm one of the hill 
forts, had it been necessary. Captain 
Thompson, in the Aboukir, who, as? 
sisted by the ships and vesselr as per 
margin,* blockaded the fort, conduct- 
ed with much effect a false attack to 
the westward of the town, which drew 
off a considerable number of the ene- 
my’s troops.' I have again occasion to 
notice the good conduct of the Sicilian 
flotilla, \thich were well led by Liei^t. 
Pengally. I beg that I may be per- 
mitted to bring to your notice Lieut. 
Bazalgette, senior of this ship, whose 
services I havo long had reason to ap- 
preciate. The active officer, Lieut. 
Mapleton, of the Edinburgh, I am 
sorry to say, has been wounded while 
on service with the army. I am in- 
debted to Lieut. Bailey, principal 
agent of the transports, for the zeal 
and ability with which he has conduct- 
ed the service of that department. 

I beg leave to enclose a return of 
killed and wounded of the ships and 
vessels of the squadrojn. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) 

Jos. RoWLE'i . 

Return of killed, wounded, and miss- 

* ing, of seamen and marines employ- 
ed in an attack on Genoa, 17th 
April, 18H‘. 

Total — Two killed, eight wounded, 
one missing, (Signed) 

Jos. Rowley, Captain. 
N. B. — Two wounded in Sicilian gun- 
boats not included, » 

List of the enemy’s ships and vessels 
of war captured at Genoa, on the 
surrender of that fortress, April 18, 
18H. 

* Brilliant, of 74? guns, ready for 
launching. 


♦ Aboukir, Ipbigefiia, Furieuse, Swallow, and Ccphalns* 
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Coureur^brig, of 16 24*- pounders, 
and two long 9-poimders, 

Renard brig, of 14 21<-poi‘inders, 
and two long 9-pounders. 

•Endymion brig, of 14 24-pounders, 
and two long S-pouuders. 

Sphynx biig, of 18 guns, new, 
equipping. 

Unknown, of 74 guns, in frame. 

Edward Pjllllw. 


Downing- Street j May 10,‘* 1814. 
A dispatch, of which the following is 
, a copy, has this day been received 
at Earl Bathurst’s office, addressed 
to his lordship by general Lord 
Lynedock, K. B. dated 

Anttverpj May 5y 1814. 
My Lord, — I have the honour to 
state to your lordship, that agreeably 
to the terms of the convention of Pans 
of the 23d ult. -this fortress, with the 
different forts depending on it, was 
finally evacuated by the remaining 
French troops this morning. 

Major-General Kunigl, the comrais- 
r?ioner of the allied powers, having 
signified to me his wish, that accord- 
ing to his instructions British troops 
should occupy it, the second division, 
jnder the command of Major-General 
[!ooke, and the first brigade of the 
first division, were marched in ; and 
ifter the different guards were relie- 
ved, the new garrison received the 
commissioner with military honours. 

The magistrates then assembled on 
-he parade, and the mayor, recom- 
Tiending Antwerp to the protection, 
md its future fate to tlie favour of the 
dliea, presented the keys of the town 
.0 General Kunigl, who received them 
n the name of the allied sovereigns. 

It is impossible to describe with 
vhat demonstrations of enthusiastic* 
oy the inhabitants expressed their ap- 
probation of this interesting scene, 
vox.. VII. PART lit 


All the.jnarine establishments^ n?-*' 
main in the hands of the French. I 
have had the most satisfactory ♦com- 
munications with the French Admiral 
Gourdon, commanding; and rhave 
no doubt of the utmost harmony pre- 
vailing between the French and Eng- 
lish of all descriptions, during the time 
the town shall continue to be occu- 
pied by a British garrison. 

I have the honour to be, &c, 

( Signed ) Thomas Graham* 


OJfmal Details^ hy General Stevoart 
and Lord Cathcart^ of the Military 
Events tjohich led to the Entrance of 
the Allies into Faris^ and the Abd^-- 
cation t)f Buonaparte* 

Head-quarters^ Fere Champenoisci 
March 26, 1814. 

My Lord,-uBuonaparte, having fail- 
ed in his attempt to debouche from 
Plancy and Akris, across the Aube, 
and having abandoned his idea of at- 
tacking Prince Schwartzenberg in hia 
position at MeniMa-Comtesse, seema 
to have been guided in his next ope- 
rations by the desire of preventin]g 
the junction of the armies' of Prince 
Schwartzenberg and Marshal Bluchcr. 
Did he not succeed to the utmost ia 
this object, it was evidently his best- 
policy to force their union, and their 
communications as far to the rear, and 
to make it as circuitous as possible. 
It is further manifest, by intercepted 
letters, that Buonaparte was of opi- 
nion, that the movement he determined 
on, oti the right of Prince Schwartzen- 
berg, might induce him to fall back 
towards the Rhine, for fear of losing' 
his communications—- that he thd$ 
would be able to relieve his places^ 
apd be in |i better situation to cover 
Paris ^ 

It generally occurs, that manieuvrea 
are mxde with the advance, or the heaa * 
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of ap army ; but Buonaparte, in his 
present undertaking, seems to have 
puahttl his object so far, by the pass- 
age ofithe Aube with his whole army 
rear Viti y , as to have left himself com- 
pletely open to th?it bold and magnifi- 
cent decision which was immediately 
adopted. 

Buonaparte put his whole army in 
motion on the evening of the 2 1st for 
Vitry. That night he remained at 
Sommepuis ; on the following day the 
advanced corps of his army arrived at 
Vitry, and summoned the place. It 

had been placed by Colonel in a 

very tolerable state of defence, and it 
had a garrison of between 3 and 4000 
Pwissians. Marshal Ney endeavoured, 
by every menace, to obtain a surren- 
der; but the brave Prussian colonel 
resolutely refused, and held the town, 
which reduced the French commander 
to cross the Marne by bridges con- 
structed near Frignicourt, Buona- 
parte here passed his whole army on 
the 23d and 24th, and was immediate- 
ly ascertained to have taken the direc- 
tion of St Dizier. 

Three objects might be now in his 
view, by the movements round our 
right ; to force ua back ; if this, fail- 
ed, to operate upon our communica- 
tions, and even proceed to form a junc- 
tion with Marshal Augereau ; or, final- 
ly, bv moving to his fortresses of Metz, 
&c prolong the war by resisting on a 
new line, while he placed us in the cen- 
tre of France, having taken the best 
precautions in his power for the de- 
lence of the capital. 

The allies on the.22d having cross- 
ed to the right of the Aube, lost no 
time in adopting the bold resolution 
of forming the junction of the two 
armies to the westward, thus placing 
themselves between the French army 
and Pari®, and proceeding with a uni- 
ted force of at least two hundred thou- 
sand men, to the capital of the French 
empire. t. 


In order the better to, mask this 
movement, the march of the allied 
army Was made from Pougy, Les- 
mont, and Arcis, on Vitry ; and his 
imperial majesty the Emperor of Rus- 
sia, by two extraordinary marches of 
eighteen and twelve leagues, establish- 
ed his head-quarters with those*of the 
Field Marshal at Vitry, on the 24th 
instant, * 

A very brilliant capture of several 
pieces of cannon, fifteen hundred pri- 
soners, 'and a large number of caie^bns, 
was made by General Augcrauskl of 
the cavalry of the Russian guard, oq 
the 23d ; and on this day and the pre- 
ceding, scvei al advanced-guard affairs 
took place between General Wrede’s 
corps, the Prince of Wirtemberg’s, 
and the enemy. 

So soon as the Marshal took this 
decision, he made his dispositions ac- 
cordingly, by forming a corps on the 
Bar-sur-Aube line, which he has com- 
mitted to the care of General Ducca, 
to protect the head-quarters of the 
Emperor of Austria, his supplies, &c. 
and carry them, if necessary, towards 
the army of the south, and also, by 
vigorously pressing forward in his ope- 
rations towards the capital, to secure 
his rear, while he pursues his objects 
in front. 

The combined army marched in 
three columns to Fere Champenoisc 
on the 25th. All the cavalry of the 
army formed the advance, and were 
to push forward to Sezanne. The 6th 
and 4th corps formed the advance of 
the centre column. The 5th was on 
the right, and the 3d corps, and the 
reserves and the guards, on the left. 

Marshal Blucher was reported to 
have arrived with a great part of his 
army at Chalons. General Winzin- 
gerode and General Czernicheft', with 
ail their cavalry, entered Vitry on the 
23d, and were immediately detached 
to follow up Buonaparte^s march to 
St Dizier, threatening his rear. Ge- 



APPENDIX L-GAi^ETTES. 


ccxxvii 


aeral Winzingerode’s infantry had re- 
mained at Chalons with Marshal Blu- 
cher, together with General Woron* 
zofF’s and Sacken’s corps. General 
Bulow had marched to attack Sois- 
sons, and Generals Yorck and Kleist 
had moved on the Hoe of Montmirail. 

By tfiese general movements, your 
lordship ^will perceive, that, had Buo- 
naparte even not crossed the Aube, 
and passed between our two armies, 
he probably would have found him^ 
sell in a similar position to that at 
Lerpsic, and the result would have 
heen, I have no doubt, of the same 
nature. 

The army was to have bivouacked, 
on the ii5th, at Fere Champenoise. 

It appears the corps of Marshals 
Marmont and Mortier, who had been 
retiring from before Marshal Blucher, 
were moving down towards Vitry, to 
connect themselves with Buonaparte’s 
operations, ignorant of his intentions, 
which may not have been fully formed 
until he found himself too far com- 
mitted : those corps of his army were 
much perplexed on finding themselves 
close to Prince Schwartzenberg’s ar- 
my, when they expected to meet their 
own. 

It is a singular but curious fact, 
that Marshal Marmont’s advance was 
within a very short distance on the 
night of the ^^th, to Vitry, without 
the enemy’s knowing it was in the 
occupation of the allies. 

On the morning of the 25tb, the 
6th corps, under General Reusske, 
fell in with their advance, drove them 
Back to Connantry, and through Fere 
Champenoise : in the former place a 
large number of caissons, waggons, 
and baggage, were taken ; in the 
mean time, on the left, the Russian 
cavalry of the reserves, under the 
Grand Duke Constantine, was equal- 
ly successful, charging the enemy, ta- 
king 18 cannon and many prisoners. 
But the principal brilliant m«vem^nt 


of the Hay occurred after the allied 
troops in advance had passed through 
Champenoise ; a detached column of 
the enemy, of 5000 men, under the 
command of General Ames, ha*d been 
making its way under the protection 
of Marmont’s corps, from the neigh- 
bourhood of Montfcirail, to join Na- 
poleon with his grand army. This 
corps had in charge an immense con- 
voy, with 100,000 ’•at ions of bread and 
ammunition, and was of great import- 
ance, by the for^e attached to it It 
had left Paris to proceed to Buona- 
parte, and the cavalry of Marshal Blu- 
cher’s army were the first to discover 
and observe this corps on their march 
from Chalons. My iide-de-camp, Ckp- 
taiil Harris, was fortunate enough, 
looking out with some Cossacks, to 
give the first intelligence to Marshal 
Blucher of their position. 

The cavalry of Generals Kort and 
Casiichikoff ’s corps were immediately 
detached after them, and they wfere 
driven i!fpon Fere Champenoise, as the 
cavalry of the grand army was advan- 
cing. Some attacks of the cavalry 
were made on this corps, who formed 
themselves in squares, and it is but 
justicT to say, defended themselves in 
the most gallant manner, although 
they were young troops and games 
nationales : when they were complete- 
ly surrounded by the cavalry of both 
armies, some officers were sent to de- 
mand their surrender, but they still 
kept marching on and firing, and did 
not lay down their arms : a battery of 
Russian artillery opened upon them, 
and renewed charges of cavalry com- 
pleted their destruction ; and Gene- 
rals Ames and Pathod, generals of 
division, five brigadiers, five thousand 
prisoners, and twelve cannon, with the 
♦convoy, fell into our hands ; Marmont 
and Mortier’s rear-guards sdbin to have 
drawn off in the direction of Sezanm?, 
and it is difficult to say whether they 
will be* able to effect their escape; 
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Every disposition h making to harass 
and %urround them. But the moment 
is so fcpventful, and ^very intelligence 
gives rise to such new conjectures, 
that I,'can only beg your lordship to 
excuse the very imperfect manner in 
which I am obliged to detail. 

The grand army marches to-day to 
Mailleret: head-quarters at Trefan, 
and the advance is to push as far as 
La Ferte Gaucher. 

Marshal Blucher, who was last 
night at Etayes, is to advance against 
l^ntmirail. * 

Your lordship will, I am sure, la- 
ment to learn, th^t that very deserving 
f officer, Colonel Neil Campbell, was 
unfortunately wounded by a Cossack, 
in\he meUs of the cavalry, not being 
known ; the pike was run into his 
back, but he is doing well. 

I am also particularly sorry to re- 
port the death of Colonel Rapatel, 
who was shot going up to one of the 
columns with a flag of truce. The 
loss of an officer, so much and^ so just- 
ly beloved in this army, from his at- 
tachment to General Moreau, his ex- 
cellent qualities, and his devotion to 
the good cause, has occasioned a ge- 
neral regret. , 

CllAELES STJb.WART, 
Lieut.-Gen. 

Viscount Castlereagh, &c. 

Head quarters^ ColomierSf 
March 1814 . 

My Lord, — The reports from the 
different corps not having been recei- 
ved when 1 sent off my dispatch of 
the 26th, added to the hurry of the 
moment in which it Vas written, must 
lie my apolqgy for having much under- 
rat<^d tht successes of the 25th in- 
stant. 

Upon the retreat of Marmont’s, 
Mortier’s, and Arrighi’s corfs before * 
the sev^ll columns of the armies, 
whose Junction had been effected be- 
tween Fere^Champenoiseand Chalons^ 


about 60 pieces of cannon, besid^i th^ 
convoy alluded to in my dispatch of 
the 26th, and a great number of cais- 
sons, fell into our hands. The guns 
were abandoned in all directions by 
the enemy in the rapid retreat, and 
were captured, not only by the cavalry 
of the Grand Duke Constantine and 
General Count Pahlen, but also by 
the corps of General ReifskyJ and the 
Prince Royal of Wirteroberg. 

Generals D’Yorck and Kleist, who 
had mbved from Moutmirail on •'La 
Ferte Gaucher, where they arrived* on 
the 26th, very greatly augmented the* 
enemy's discomfiture ; General D'- 
Yorck's was* very seriously engaged 
with the enemy, and took 1500 prk 
BOners at the latter place ; and it may 
be fairly estimated, that this part of 
Buonaparte's army has been so rough- 
ly handled as to have lost one-third of 
its efficiency in point of numbers, with 
nearly all the artillery belonging to it. 
Nothing but continued forcedmarches 
could have enabled any part of the 
corps above alluded to, to elude their 
victorious pursuers ; and when I de- 
tail to your lordship, that Marshal 
Blucher's army was at Fismes on the 
24th, and was lighting at La Ferte- 
Gaucher on the 26th, making a march 
of twenty- six leagues, it will be evi- 
dent that no physical exertions can 
exceed those that the present unexam- 
pled crisis brings into action. 

The grand army was in position at 
Mailleret on the 26th. The march 
was continued in three columns from 
Fere Champenoise ; the head-quarters 
of the Emperor of Russia and Prince* 
Schwartzenberg were at Treffau : the 
cavalry of Count Pahlen were pushed 
on beyond La Fcrte-Gaucher, joining 
Generals D'Yorck and Kleist ; the 
cavalry and the reserves were bivou- 
acked at La Vergicre, on the right of 
the great road ; the 6th and 4th corps 
were in the centre; the 5th on the 
left I and the 3d remained in the rear 



APPENDIX I—GAZETTES. 


ccxxix 


to cover ^11 the baggage* artillery, 
parks and train, and to make themarch 
of the whole compact. Generals Kai- 
seroff and Ledavin's partisan corps oc- 
cupied and observed the country about 
Arcie and Troyes, between the Marne 
and Seine rivers. 

Intelligence was received from Ge- 
nerals Winzengerode and Czernicheff, 
who continued following Buonaparte’s 
rear with 10,000 cavalry and 40 pieces 
of cannon, that he was marching by 
Bridnne to Bar*sur.Aube and Troyes, 
hastening back to the capital with the 
utmost precipitation ; a plain demon- 
stration (if any were wanting) that 
superiority of manoeuvring, as well as 
superiority of force, were in his ad- 
versaries scale. 

The Prince Field Marshal continued 
his march this day without interrup- 
tion ; the head* quarters were esta- 
blished at Colomi'ers ; the 6th corps 
arrived at Monson ; Count Pahlen’s 
cavalry, and the Prince Royal of Wir- 
temberg, who were sent to turn the 
enemy’s right, followed one part of 
the corps before us, which seemed now 
to have separated, to Crecy ; while 
Generals D'Yorck and Kleist pushed 
the other* by advancing from La Ferte 
Gaucher to Meaux, where they will 
secure the passage of trie Marne for 
Marshal Blucber’s army ; the 5th corps 
took up its ground near Chailly ; the 
3d at Meveillon ; and the cavalry of 
the guard, the guards, and reserves, in 
front of this place. 

Marshal Blucher’s head- quarters 
are to* night at La Ferte Jouarre, and 
to-tnorrow his army will pass the 
Marne ; which I apprehend the grand 
army will do at Lagny ; thus concen- 
trating nearly their whole force on the 
right bank of the river, and taking po- 
sition on the heights of Montmartre, 

I am as yet ignorant of the rnbtives^ 
that may have directed the corps of 
the enemy in our frqnt ; whether a 
part has Men back to form a noyau 


*to the national guards at Paris jj and 
whether with some of these they w]|l 
dispute momentarily the passage^f the 
Marne to-morrow ; and whetljcr the 
other part is moving by Provinsto join 
Buonaparte, remains to be seen, but in 
neither instance to be apprehended. 

Whatever may be the ultimate re- 
sult of the operations in progress, how- 
ever brilliant they appear, the Sove- 
reigns who are present, and the Prince 
Field Marshal who leads their armies, 
will have the proud and consoling re- 
flection, that by their intrepid mana- 
vre, they have acted right by their 
countries, their people, and the great 
cause. I have the honour to be, &c. 

Charles Stewart, Lieut.-Gen, 
Vis^iount Castlereagh, 

Head- quarters^ Bondy^ 
March 29, 1814. 

On the 28th, the grand allied army 
and that of Silesia continued their ad- 
vance to Paris. The 6th corps, the 
Austrian^ grenadiers, the guards, and 
reserves, and the cavalry of his Imperial 
Highness the Grand Duke Constan- 
tine, took up their ground in the neigh- 
bourhood of CouTley and Manteuil. 
The egrps was tins day at Mou- 
ron ; the 5th remained at Chailly, vrith 
the advanced guard in the direction of 
LaFertt-Gaucher, observing the routes 
of Sezanne and Provins. The head- 
quarters of the army were established 
at Cuencey, 

The passage of the Marne at MeauK 
was effected by the 6th corps with lit- 
tle resistance. A part of Marshal 
Mortier’s corps, uijder the immediate 
command of the French General Vin- 
cent, who retired through the above ' 
place, broke down the bridge in Ms 
retreat, and detained the allies in thehr 
advance. • 

About 10,000 of the national^uards, 
mixed with some old soldiers, endear 
voured to make a feeble stand before 
the army qf Silesia, between La Fcrtg 
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Jouarre and Meaux ; but General 
Home attacked them» afld pl^^ing 
himself gallantly at the head of some 
squadrons^ he pierced into a mass of 
infantri, takings himself, the French 
general prisoner, » 

The passage of the river was also 
disputed at Triport, where the army 
of the Marshal paised ; but notwith- 
standing the fire of the enemy, the 
bridge was soon completed, and the 
whole of this army passed the Marne 
to-day. 

The French, on t^ieir retreat front 
Meaux, caused a magazine of powder, 
of an immense extent, to be blown up, 
without the slightest information to 
the inhiibitants of the town, who 
thdught themselves, by the monstrous 
explosion, buried in the ruins of the 
place ; not a window of the town that 
was not shivered to atoms, and great 
damage was done to all the houses, and 
to the magnificent cathedral. 

The corps of DTorck and Kleist 
advanced tnis day to Clave ; the corps 
of General Langeron was dn their 
right, and General Sacken’s in reserve; 
the corps of Woronzow was in the 
rear of Meaux. 

Different bridges were constructed 
dn the Marne, to enable the grand 
army to file over in various columns. 

Buonaparte’s rear towards St Dizier 
teems to have been assailed on the 
evening ©f the 26th, and morning of 
the 27th, by a very preponderating 
force of the enemy, especially as to 
infantry. The details of the affair 
are not arrived, but it appears the ge- 
neral was obliged to retreat in the di- 
rection of Bdr-le<Dtic. 

From the most recent reports Buo- 
nagarte was himbelf at St Dizier on 
the 27 th, and it is said his advanced 
guard is at Vitry. It would thus 
appear that he is marching* after the* 
allies, ot directing himself on the 
Marne ; but it is to be hoped this is 
now too late. 


On the 29th the army of Silesia, 
having a corps on the Marine, was di- 
rected to his right, to advance on the 
great road of Soissons to Paris ; Ge- 
neral Count Langeron was on the 
night, near the village of L«i Villettes ; 
Generals D’Yorck and Kleist moved 
from the Meaux route into tljat of 
Soissons, to make room for Prince 
Schwartzenberg’s army ; Generals 
Sacken and Woronzow were in their 
rear. 

On the 28th, in the evening, a \ery 
sharp affair occurred at Clave, be- 
tween General D^Yorck and the e*ne- 
my’s rear ; the ground they were post-*^ 
ed on was very favourable for defence : 
and in a very severe tiraillade General 
D’Yorck lost some hundred men, but 
the enemy were driven back at all 
points. 

The 6th corps passed at Triport, 
and reached Bondy at night, and the 
heights of Pantin. The 4th corps 
crossed at Meaux, with the guards, 
and reserves, and cavalry : The former 
was immediately directed to gain the 
high road from Lagny to the capital, 
and to take post on the heights of 
Chelle. The Sd corps was to sup- 
port the 4th. The 5th moved to 
Meaux, and remained on the left of 
the Marne, having their cavalry at 
Cressy and Coulomicrs. 

On the advance of the 6th corps 
some slight resistance was made at 
Villaparis ; and as it was necessary to 
relieve Generals D’Yorck and Kleist, 
and move them more to the right, a 
cessation of hostilities for four hours 
was agreed on by mutual consentj 
which delay prevented the march for- 
ward being so rapid as usual. 

The army this night may be stated 
to have their right towards Mont- 
martre, and their left near the wood 
of Vincennes^ 

1 have the honour to be, See* 

ChARLHS SXEWABTy 

Lieut. -General. . 



appendix I.-45AZETTES. 


tcxxxi 


Heights of Belleville, March 30. 

Lord,— After a brilliant vic- 
torj, God has placed the capital ol 
the French empire in the hands of the 
allied sovereigns, a just retribution for 
the miseries inflicted on Moscow, Vi- 
enna', Madrid, Berlin, and Lisbon, by 
the Desolator of Europe. 

I must very imperfectly detail the 
events Qf this glorious day at such a 
moment as the present, and therefore 
throw myself on your lordship’s indul- 
gence. 

The enemy’s army, under the com- 
ms^nd of Joseph Buonaparte, aided by 
-Marshals Mortier and Marmont, oc- 
cupied with their right the heights of 
Fontenoy, RomainvUle, ifnd Belleville ; 
their left was on Montmartre, and they 
had several redoubts in the centre, 
and on the whole line an immense ar- 
tillery of above a hundred and fifty 
pieces. 

In order to attack this position, the 
Silesian army was directed on Mont- 
martre, St Denis, and the village of 
La Vallette and Pantin, while the 
grand army attacked the enemy’s right 
on the heights before alluded to, at 
Romainville and Belleville. Marshal 
Blucher made his own dispositions for 
his attack. 

The 9th corps, under General Reiff- 
sky, moved from Bondy in three co- 
lumns of attack, supported by the 
guards and reserves, and, leaving the 
great route of Meaux, attacked the 
heights of Romainville and Belleville. 
These are very commanding, as well 
as Montmartre, the ground between 
being covered with villages and coun- 
' try seats, and the possession of them 
commands Paris and the whole coun- 
try round. Prince Eugene of Wir- 
temberg^s division of uie 6th corps 
commenced the attack, and with the 
greatest spirit endured for a long pe- • 
riod a very galling fire of artiflery, 
being supported by the reserves of 
grenadiers : His serene highness^ after 


some loss, carried, the heights of Ro* 
maiilrilh, *the enemy retinng to jhose 
of Belleville behind them. The 5th 
corps supported this attack m6re to 
the left, and was directed pn the 
heights of i^osny, and on CharentoUf 
by their gallant commander the Prince 
Royal of Wirtemberg. The 3d corps 
of the army was placed in echelon near 
Neuilly in reserve, as well as the ca« 
valry. 

The attack of the grand army had 
commenced some short time before 
that of the Silesian, delayed by some 
accident ; but it* was not long before 
Generals D’Yorck and Kleist de- 
bouched near St Denis on Aubeville, 
and here and at Pant in a very obsti- 
nate resistance was made. HI* Royal 
Highness Prince William of Prussia, 
with his brigade, together with the 
Prussian guards, were much distin- 
guished. The enemy’s cavalry at- 
tempted to charge, but were brilliantly 
repulsed by the Brandenburgh and 
black hussar regiments, A strong re- 
doubt and battery of the enemy’s in 
the centre kept General D’Yorck’s 
corps in check for some p^rt of the 
day; but their right flank being gained 
by the heights of Komamville, as well 
as their loss in eVeiy part of the field, 
and, finally, the complete discomfiture 
on all sides, reduced them to the ne- 
cessity of sending a Hag of truce to 
demand a cessation of hostdities, they 
giving up all the ground without the 
barrier of Pans, until further arrange- 
ments could be made. 

The heights of Montmartre were 
to be placed, by the generosity of a 
beaten enemy, in oUr possession ( Ro- 
mainville and Belleville) being carried 
at the moment when Couift Langerofi’s 
corps was about %o storm them,* and 
hacf already taken possession of* the 
rest of ^he hill. 

Count Woronzow 8 division also 
carried the village of La .VaUcUc, 
charging with two battalion^ of chas* 
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f^urs ; and possessing themselves of 
twelve pieces of cannon, ,.weTe also 
etopp&d near the barrier of Faris^y 
the nag of truce. 

However, his Imperial Majesty, the 
King of Prussia, and Prince Schwartz- 
enberg, with that humanity which 
must excite the applause, while it calls 
for the admiration of Europe, acceded 
tp entertain a proposition to prevent 
the capital from being sacked and de- 
stroyed. Count Par, aid-de-camp to 
the Prince Field Maj*shal, and Colo- 
nel OrlofT, aid-de-camp to his Majesty 
the Emperor, were stnt to arrange 
the cessation of hostilities ; and Count 
Nesselrode, his imperial majest)*s mi- 
nister, went in at four o’clock this 
evening, when the battle ceased, to 
Paris. 

The result of this victory cannot 
yet be known ; numerous pieces of 
artillery taken in the field, and a large 
number of prisoners, have fallen into 
our hands. The number of guns are 
already reported : viz. Blucher, 16; 
Prussian guards, Baden ditto^ 14?; 
General ReifFsky and Russian grena- 
diers, 21 ; Prince Royal of Wirtem- 
berg, 6 ; Lieutenant- General Count 
Woronzow, 12. Total — 69. 

Our loss has been, something consi- 
derable ; but we may have the conso- 
ling h«pe, that the brayi? men who 
fell will accomplish the work of the 
downfall of despotism, and rear the 
standard of renovated Europe under a 
just e(|uilibrium, and the dominion of 
Its legitimate sovereigns. 

I take the liberty of sending my 
aide-de-camp, Captain Harris, with 
this dispatch^ being with me during 
the day ; he will ma*ke his way, I 
hope, with ^he Cossacks, whom Lieu- 
tenant-General Count Woron?ow has 
givea him, and will acquaint your 
lordship v^bally with details 1 can 
but imperfectly enter into. When I 
receive Colonel Lowers report, as well 
ti Colonel Cook’s, 1 shall not fail to 


dispatch again, to put you in posses- 
sion of all further information in my 
ppwer of this interesting and wonder- 
ful day.^I have the honour, &c. 

(Signed) Chakliis Stewart, 
Lieut. -General. \ 

Paris, March 31. 

My Lord, — The Emperor Alexan- 
der, with the King of Prussia, march- 
ed into Paris this morning, where they 
were received by all ranks of the po- 
pulktion with the warmest acclama- 
tions. ‘ 

The windows of the best houses 
vrerc filled by well-dressed persons 
waving white handkerchiefs and clap- 
ping their hands ; the populace, inter- 
mixed with many of a superior class, 
were in the streets pressing forward to 
see the emperor, and to endeavour to 
touch his horse. The general cry 
was, Vi^ve PEmpereur Alexander,^* 
“ Vive noire Liberateur,*' “ Vive le 
lioi de Prusse'^ 

Very many persons appeared with 
white cockades, and there was a con- 
siderable cry of “ Vive Louis XVI 
** Vive les Bourbons,^* which gradual- 
ly increased. 

Their imperial and royal majesties 
proceeded to the Champs Elysecs, 
where a great part of the army passed 
in review before them, and, as usual, 
in* the most exact order* His imperial 
majesty is lodged in the house of M. 
Talleyrand, Prince of Benevente. 

It is impossible to describe the 
scenes of this day in the compass of a 
despatch ; the most striking were, the 
national guard in their uniform and 
armed, efcaring the avenues for the 
troops of the allies passing through in 
all the pomp of military parade, the 
day after a severe action : the people 
of Paris, whose political sentiments 
Jiave at all times been manifested by 
the strongest indication, unanimous in 
their cry for peace, and a change of 
dynasty, enjoying the spectacle of the 
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ewtry into the capital of France of an 
invading*armyy as a blesung and a de- 
liverance. A rope placed round the 
neck of the statue of Napoleon on the . 
Colonne de la Grande Armee, and the 
,'people amused with pulling it and cry- 
iog has le Tyran I” 

Much was said in the crowd of their 
wish for the restoration of amicable 
relations with Great Britain. 

The occupation of Lyons and of 
Bourdeaux was known to all the peo- 
ple, as also the circumstance of the 
declarations at the latter place in fa- 
vour of Louis XVI 11. and the display 
. of the white cockade ; but “not the in- 
dependence of Holland. 

The events which Have led to the 
o'ceupation of Paris will be understood 
from the following recapitulation. 

Since the battle of Brienne, on the 
Ist of February, the enemy has shewn 
no inclination to fight a general battle 
against the united force of the allies, 
but has used the utmost activity to at- 
tack all detachments. 

In the latter end of February, Field 
Marshal Blucher crossed the Marne, 
and moved upon Epernay, Soissons, 
and Laon, to meet and to unite with 
the corps moving from the northern 
army, and those which had been re- 
lieved from the blockade of fortresses 
near the Rhine. The gallant and welh 
fought action which took place be- 
tween Soissons, Laon, and Kheims, 
has been detailed in the report by Co- 
lonel Lowe, and other officers. 

During these operations on the 
right, the Marshal Prince Schwart- 
zenberg drew back the corps which 
" remained with him on the left, and 
detached to reinforce the army be- 
tween Dijon, Lyons, and Geneva, re- 
ceiving at the same time, and distribu- 
ting the Velites from Hungary, and 
other Austrian reinforcements ; his' 
army, which had occupied the coun- 
try between the Seine and Yonne, 
with posts at Auxerre, Fontainblcau, 


Melun, and Mormant, and which had 
patrolled into the suburbs of Orleans 
(near which city General ^esUHni 
took some hundred prisoners) having 
fallen back to the Aube, Where the 
affair of Bar sur Aube took* place on 
the 13th. 

After this affair the Prince Field- 
Marshal re-occupied Troyes, Aux- 
erre, Sens, and Pont sur Seine. 

Napoleon, having declined a gene- 
ral action, which Field -Marshal Blu- 
cher repeatedly offered near Laon, re- 
turned to the left bank of the Marne, 
and indicated an intention of resuming 
offensive operations against the grand 
arnyr. 

The conferences at Chatillon were 
terminated on the 19th instant,* and 
oh that day the French army moved 
upon Arcis, behind which the corps 
commanded by Field-Marshal Count 
Wrede was posted. 

The allies under the Prince Schwart- 
zenberg, viz. the 3d, 4th, and 6th 
corps, under the Prince Royal of Wir- 
tembcrg, and the 5th under Field- 
Marshal Wrede, with the whole re- 
serve, were concentrated on the Aube, 
near Pougy and Arcis, and a general 
attack was made by the allies on the 
2(>th, in which the enemy was defeat- 
ed at all points, with great loss, and 
Arcis was retaken. 

At this juncture Napoleon formed 
the desperate and extraordinary plan 
of passing between the armies of the 
allies, and of striking at their com- 
munications with the Rhine, intend- 
ing at the same time to liberate the 
garrison of Metz. For this purpose 
he moved by Chalons on Vitry and 
St Dizier, his head-quarters being 
the 22d at Obcomte, between th^ two 
latter places. Vitry was held t>7 
small Prussian garrison, which refused^ 
to surrender. 

Tl^ extent and nature &£. chie 
ject was fully ascertained on the 29d» 
A nipvement was immediately resolved 
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upon Vitry, to secure that place, and 
to endeavour to cut off the Corps of 
Ivjtrshal^acdonald, said to be on the 
left bank of the Marne, between Cha- 
lons and Vitry, to operate a junction 
with the troops under General Win- 
zingerode, which had moved upon 
Chalons, and to unite both armies. 

Their Majesties the Emperor of 
Russia and the King of Prussia left 
Troyes the 2Qth, and had their quar- 
ters at Pougy. The Emperor of Aus- 
tria moved his quarters on the 19th to 
Bar sur Seine, with all tjie cabinet mi- 
nisters, and came the 21st to Bar sur 
Aube. 

On the evening of the 23d, the ar- 
my broke up from Pougy, and having 
marched by Rameme and Dompierre, 
assembled at day-break near Somme- 
puis ; but the corps of Marshal Mac- 
donald had crossed the Marne the 
preceding day, before it could ^be in- 
tercepted. 

On the 24th, the junction with 
General Winzingerode was effected at 
Vitry and Chalons, and the Sffesian 
army came within reach of co-opera- 
ting with the grand army. 

On the 25th, General Winzingerode, 
with his own and several other corps 
of cavalry, being left to observe the 
enemy, the united allied force began 
its movement by rapid and continued 
marches on Paris. 

The corps of Marshals Mortier and 
Marmont were found at Vitry and 
Sommepuis, and were driven back 
with loss, and pursued in the direction 
•f Paris. On the 25th, the Emperor, 
the King, and Field-Marshal the Prince 
Schwartzenberg were ‘at Fere Cham- 
penpise, and on the 26th at Treffaux. 
Field-Marshal Blucher was at Etoges 
on the 26th, and continued to march 
on hAeaux by Montmirail. In the 
course of that week not less than 100 
cannon and9000 prisoners were diken, 
with severd general officers. At the 
affair near Fere* Champenoise, Co* 


lonel Rapatel, late aide-de-camp to 
General Moreau, was unfortunately 
killed while exhorting the French to 
surrender; and Colonel Neil Camp- 
bell, who is on this service, and who 
has been with, the advanced Russian 
corps in all the affairs since his* re- 
turn from the siege of Dantzig, was 
severely wounded, having been run 
through the body by a Russian lancer, 
who mistook him for an enemy during 
one of the charges. 1 am happy to 
say there js every reason to expect hi^ 
recovery. 

On the 27th, the imperial and roya! 
head-quarters were at Coulomiers, and 
the Silesian army reached Meaux. 

On the 2h^th, head* quarters at 
Quincy. Bridges were prepared at 
Meaux and Tnport. The Silesian 
army advanced to Claye, in front of 
which town a severe action took place, 
in which the enemy was repulsed. 

On the 29th, the Emperor and the 
King, with Field-Marshal Prince 
Schwartzenberg, crossed the Marne 
at Meaux ; and the enemy being still 
in possession of the woods near Ville 
Parisis and Bondi, he was attacked and 
driven beyond Bondi towards Pantin ; 
the head-quarters were established at 
the former of those places. 

Field 'Marshal Blucher the same day 
marched in two columns to the right, 
pointing upon Montmartre, through 
Mory, Drancey, and St Denis. 

The enemy had improved the de- 
fences which the ground afforded on 
Montmartre, and in front of it, by 
redoubts and batteries, and had a con- 
siderable force of regular troops near 
the villages of Pan tin, Romainville, 
and Belleville. The navigable canal, 
the woods and houses, together with 
some ground, so deep as to be nearly 
impassable for horses, afforded con- 
siderable means of resistance. A dis- 
ositxon for a general attack having 
een made on the 30th, the 6th corps, 
supported by the grenadiers and re*> 
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serve^ was engaged at an early hoar 
to prevent the enemy from holding 
Pantin. The remainder of the troops, 
under the Prince Royal of Wirtem- 
^berg, was to turn the enemy on his 
and to push on to occupy in 
succession all tjie heights on the left 
of .the road to Belleville inclusive. 
The day was considerably advanced 
before the troops reached their several 
positions, and the enemy made a de- 
termined re^tistance, especially at the 
pillage of Pantin ; the whole of his 
force was commanded by the Duke 
of Treviso, the right wing by the 
Duke of Ragusa. A message had 
been sent on the 29th, to deprecate 
resistance, and to explain that it must 
be vain, as the whole army was pre- 
sent, but the messenger was not re- 
ceived. In the evening of the 30th, 
Count Nesselrode was admitted with- 
in the barriers of Paris j and at the 
same time one of the emperor’s aides- 
de-camp was sent to Marsnal Marmont, 
who agreed that all firing should cease 
in half an hour, if the allied sovereigns 
would consent that no part of the 
army should pass the barrier of Paris 
that night. This was consented to, 
and the enemy withdrew from Mont- 
martre within the town. The empe- 
ror returned to Bondi with the field- 
marshal; and at four in the morn- 
ing the deputies of the city arrived. 
Seventy cannon, three colours, and 
five hundred men were taken ; the 
number of killed and wounded of the 
enemy was very considerable, but this 
victory was not gained without some 
loss on the part of the allies. 

Cathcart* 

Viscount Castlereagh, &c. &c, 

Paris f April 1, 
My Lord,-— I have the honour to 
annex herewith a copy of the capitu- 
lation of the city of Paris. I feel it 
impossible to convey to your brdship 


an accurate idea, or a just deacription, 
of the scene that presented itsdUF yes- 
terday in this capital, when hi^imperial 
majesty the Lmperor of Russia, the 
King of Prussia, and Prince Sch wart- 
zenberg, made their entry at the head 
of the troops. The enthusiasm and 
exultation that ^was exhibited must 
have very far exceeded what the most 
sanguine and devoted friend of the 
ancient dynasty of France could have 
pictured in his own mind, and those 
who are less personally interested, but 
equally ardent in that cause, could no 
longer hesitate in pronouncing that the 
restoration of their legitimate king, 
the downfall of Buonaparte, and the 
desire of peace, has become the first 
and dearest wish of the Parisians*, who 
have, by the events of the last two 
days, been emancipated from a svstem 
of terror and despotism impossible to 
describe ; while they have been kept 
in an ignorance, by the arts of false- 
hood and deceit, incredible for an en- 
lightened people, and incomprehensi- 
ble lo the reflecting part of mankind! 

The cavalry, under his imperial 
highness the Grand Archduke Con- 
stantine, and the guards of all the 
different allied forces, were formed in 
columns early in the mornii^ on the 
road from Bendy to Paris. The Em- 
eror of Russia, with all his sti^,. 
is generals, and their suites present, 
proceeded to Pantin, where the King 
of Prussia joined him with a similar 
cortege ; these sovereigns, surround^ 
by all the princes of the arii^, to- 
gether with the Prince Field-Marshal 
and the Austrian etat-major, passed 
through the Fauxbourg St Martin^ 
and entered the barrier of Paris about 
eleven o’clock, the Cossacks pf the 
guard forming the advance qf the 
march. Already was the crowd^ so 
enornlous, as well as the acclamations 
so great, that it was difiSouIt to move 
forward ; but before the monarchs 
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reached the Porte dc St Martin', to 
turn on *the Boulevards, there was a 
moral imj^ossibility of proceeding. All 
Paris seemed to be assembled and con- 
centrated in one spot ; one animus, or 
spring, evidently directed all their 
movements ; they thronged in such 
masses round the emperor and the 
king, that wilh all their condescending 
and gracious familiarity, extending 
their hands on all sides, it was in vain 
to attempt to satisfy the populace. 
They were positively eaten up amidst 
the cries o^^^Vi*oel'^Empe)reur Alexan- 
dre^*^ ** Vive le Roi dePrusse** ‘‘ Vive 
nos Liberateurs ;** nor did the air 
alone resound with these peals, for 
with Iquder acclamations, if possible, 
they were mingled with those of Vive 
leRoU ** « Vive Louis XVI W' Vive 
les Bourbons f* A has le Tijran** 
The white cockade appeared very ge- 
nerally ; many of the national guards, 
whom 1 saw, wore them. The cla- 
morous applause of the multitude was 
seconded by a similar demonstra|ion 
frpm all the houses along the line to 
the Champs Elyaees, and handker- 
chiefs, as well as the fair hands that 
waved them, seemed in continued re- 
quisition. In short, my lord, to have, 
an idea of such a manifestation of 
electric feeling as Paris displayed, it 
must have been witnessed ; my humble 
description cannot make you conceive 
it. The sovereigns halted in the 
Chamfs Elysces, where the troops de- 
filed before them in the most admirable 
order, and the head-quarters were esta- 
blished at Paris. 

I have the honopr t^o annex the 
declaration of the Emperor Alexander. 
Buonaparte, it now appears, moved 
his army from Troyes by Sens, to- 
wards Pontainbleau, where, I suppose, 
the debris of Marshals Mortier and 
Marmont's cqrps will join him. * He 
arrived at Fromont the day before 
yesterday, and would have been in 


Paris had it not been in the pofsessiou 
of the allies. On hearing what had 
occurred, he retired to Corbeil, and 
from thence he has probably collected 
his army in the neighbourhood of 
Foutainbleau, which cannot amolmV 
to more than 50,000 men. That he 
will make a desperate attempt 1 thiiik 
probable, if his army stands by him, 
which will be questionable if the senate 
and nation pronounces itself. The 
allied armies march to-morrow (with 
the exception of the guards and re-‘ 
serves, who remain here,) towards 
Fontainbleau, and will take up a posi- 
tion, or be regulated by the movements 
of Buonaparte. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Charles Stewart, I-ieut.-Gen. 
Viscount CasLlereagh, &c. 

Foreign Office^ April 9, 1814. 
Eight p, m. 

Dispatches have Been this day re- 
ceived at this office from General Lord 
Viscount Oathcart, K T. announcing 
the abdication of the crowns of France 
and Italy, by Napoleon Buonaparte, 
in terms of which the following is ^ 
translation ; 

The allied powers having pro- 
claimed that the Emperor Napoleon 
was the only obstacle to the re-esta- 
blishment of the peace of Europe, the 
Emperor Napoleon, faithful to his 
oath, declares, that he renounces for 
himself and his heirs the thrones of 
France and Italy, and that there is no 
personal sacrifice, even that of life, 
which he is not ready to make to the 
interest of France. 

** Done at the Palace of Fontain* 
bleau, the April, 1814.** 

* Paris, April 7. 

My'Lord,— The great events which 
have of late occurred in this capital 
will be best detailed to you by hrs 
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majesty’s ministers assembled at this 
place. 

The corps of Marshal Marmont, 
amounting to 12,000 men, passed in 
^ the night of the 4th within the lines 
»ii»€cupied by the allied troops. This 
corps has taken its cantonments near 
Versailles. 

Marshals Ney and Macdonald, ac- 
comp"knied by General Caulaincourt, 
arrived at the same time, as bearers of 
Buonaparte’s proposal, to submit to 
ahe decision of the senate and the p^*, 
pie of France, and to abdicate in la- 
vour of his son. ^ 

This proposition not having been 
agreed to,, he has now surrendered 
himself to the wishes of the nation. 

The senate have this day announced 
the adoption of a constitution for the 
government of France, under the do- 
minion of their ancient line of kings. 
There seems no diversity of opinion in 
the nation. All have obeyed the call 
of the provisional government. 
naparte stands alone and unprotected, 
in a country where, but a few days 
past, he disposed at pleasure of the 
lives of its inhabitants. 

In this concluding scene of the most 
memorable era which history records, 
it is impossible, my lord, I should re- 
sist a feeling of public duty, prompted 
also by a sense of gratitude and atten- 
tion, in calling your attention to the 
able and distinguished manner in wmen 
Prince Schwartzenberg has conduced 
the operations of this campaign. Ex- 
clusively of the talent which he has 
marked when in the field of battle, to 
the successes which have ever 
cd his career, the world will still look 
with almost increased admiration to 
the conduct he has pursued since his 
entry into Paris. 

Where conciliation, where every 
kind feeling of the heart was squired 
to change a system of carnage ana ae- 
aolation to the protection of a people, 
but of late a most bitter enemy, the 


cbaractor of Prince Schwalrt|eiiberg 
secured to him success. j 

More security, more ordW never 
reigned in this capital. Peace and 
tranquillity, the happy omenft, may we 
hope, of the future regenerated state 
of Europe, exist here amidst the troops 
of every nation/ in spite ,of feelings 
lately of so great hostility. 

From his great and exalted situa* 
tioD, from the virtues which adorn his 
character, the Emperor of Russia has 
been beat able to appreciate the merits 
of Prince Schwartzenberg. In token 
of the esteem he bears him, and in 
estimation of his great services, he has 
decorated him with the grand order of 
St Andrew, and has presented "it in 
diamonds. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

Burghersh. 
Right Hon. E. Bathurst. 


;OLONIAL DEPARTMENT* 

Douoning* Street^ Feb» 6w 
Letters to General Drummond, trans- 
mitted by Sir G. Prevost* 

Fort Niagara^ Dec* 19* 
Sir, — In obedience to your honour’s 
commands, directing me to attack Fort 
Niagara with the advance of the army 
of the right, I resolved upon attempt- 
ing a surprise. The embarkation com- 
menced on the 18th at night, and the 
whole of the troops were landed three 
miles from the fort early on the fol- 
lowing morning, in the following order 
of attack ; Advanced guard, one sub- 
altern, and twenty rank and file; gre- 
nadiers 100th regiment ; royal aHil- 
lery, with grenades; five companies 
100th rqgiment, under Lieut..Colonel 
Hamilton, to assault the mjdn gate, 
and escalade the works adjacent ; thre^ 
companies of the 100th regiment, un- 
der Captain Martin, to storm the east- 
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ern denni-bastion ; Captain Bailey^ with 
the gre;jiadier8 Royal Scots, was di- 
rected to attack the salient angle of 
the fortification, and the flaiVk compa- 
nies of the 41 9t regiment were ordered 
to support the principal attack. Each 
party was provided with scaling-lad- 
ders and axes. I ha4e great satisfac- 
tion in acquainting your honour, that 
the fortress was carried by assault in 
the most resolute and gallant manner, 
after a short but spirited resistance. 

[Here follow cncomipms upon the 
conduct of Lieut.-Colonel Hamilton, 
and several other officers. ] 

Our force consisted of about 500 
rank and file. Annexed is a return of 
our Casualties, and the enemy’s loss in 
killed, wounded, and prisoners. Thb 
ordnance and commissariat are so im- 
mense, that it is totally out of my 
power to forward to you a correct 
statement for some days, but 27 pieces 
of cannon, of different calibres, arc on 
the works, and upwards of 3000 stand 
of arms and many rifles in the aisenal. 
The storehouses are full of clothing 
and camp equipage of every descrip- 
tion. 

I have the honour to be, See. 

(Signed) J. Murkay, Col. 

[The return subjoined to the above 
states, that Lieutenant Nowlan, of the 
100th regiment, was killed ; and Co- 
lonel Murray, and Assistant Surgeon 
Ogilvy, of the royal artillery, were 
wounded. Of rank and file there were 
five killed and three wounded. The 
total of the enemy’s loss, in killed, 
wounded, and prisonei's, was one cap- 
ta^, nine lieutenants, two ensigns, one 
•urgfon, one assistant-surgeon, one 
commissary, 12 serjeants, 395 rank 
and file. The whole belonging to the 

artillery and line.) • 

* 

, Niagara Frontier^ Fort Erie, 
Jan» 1, 1814. 

Sir,— >1 have the honour to^ report 


to you, that agreeably to the^instruc- 
tions contained in your letter of the 
29th ult., and your general order of 
that day, to pass the river Niagara, 
for the purpose of attacking the ene-;* . 
my’s force collected at Black ♦Rock 
and Buffaloe, and carrying into execu- 
tion the other objects therein mention- 
ed, I crossed the river in the f(;^llow- 
ing night, with four companies of the 
King’s regiment, and the light com- 
pany of the 89th, under Lieut. Col. 
•Ogilvy ; 250 men of the 41st regi- 
ment, and the grenadiers of the 100th; 
under Major Frend ; together with 
about 50 militia volunteers, and a body 
of Indian warriors. The troops com- 
pleted their landing about twelve of 
the clock, nearly two miles below 
Black Rock ; the light infantry of the 
89th being in advance, suiyrised and 
captured the greater part of a picquet 
of the enemy, and secured the bridge 
over the Conguichity Creek, the boards 
of which bad been loosened, and were 
ready to be carried off, had there been 
time given for it. I immediately esta- 
blished the 4l8t and 100th grenadiers 
in position beyond the bridge, for the 
purpose of perfectly securing its pass- 
age. The enemy made some attempts 
during the night upon this advanced 
position, but were repulsed with loss. 

At day-break I moved forward, the 
King's regiment and light company 
of the 89th leading, the 41st and gre- 
nadiers of the 100th being in reserve. 
The enemy had by this time opened a 
very heavy fire of cannon and musket- 
ry on the Royal Scots, under Lieut.- 
Colonel Gordon, who were destined 
to land above Black Rock, for the 
purpose of turning his position, while 
he should be attacked in front by the 
troops who landed below. Several of 
• the boats having grounded, I am sorry 
to say this regiment suffered some loss, 
and was not able to effect its landing 
in sufficient time to fully accomplish 
the, object intended, though covered 
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by the ’vhole of our field-guns, under 
Captain Bridge, which were placed on 
the opposite bank of river. 

The King’s and 89th having in the 
'mean time gained the town, commen- 
“*ccth^a, very spirited attack upon the 
enemy, who were in great force, and 
vefy strongly posted. The reserve 
beiif^ arrived on the ground, the whole 
were shortly engaged. The enemy 
maintained his position with very con- 
siderable obstinacy for some time : but 
fuch was the spirited and efetermined* 
advance of our troops, that he was at 
length compelled to give way, was 
driven through his batteries, in which 
were a 24‘-pounder, th^ee 12* pounders, 
and one 9-pounder, and pursued to the 
town of Buffaloe, about two miles dis- 
tant ; he there shewed a large body of 
infantry and cavalry, and attempted to 
oppose our advance by the fire of a 
field-piece, posted on a height, which 
commanded the road ; but finding this 
ineffectual, he fled in all directions, 
and betaking himself to the woods, 
further pursuit was useless. He left 
behind him one 6-pounder brass field- 
piece and one iron 18, and one iron 
6-pounder, which fell into our hands. 

I then proceeded to execute the 
ulterior object of the expedition, and 
detached Captain Robinson, of t.he 
King’s, with two companies to de- 
stroy the two schooners and sloop 
(part of the enemy^s lake squadron) 
that were on shore a little below the 
town, with the stores they had on 
board, which he effectually completed. 
The town itself (the inhabitants ha- 
ving previously left it) and the whole 
of the public stores, containing consi- 
derable quantities of clothing, spirits, 
and flour, which I had not the means 
of conveying away, were then set on 
fire, and totally consumed ; as was also 
the village of Black Rock, on *the 
evening it was evacuated. In obedi- 
ence to your further instructions, I 
have directed Lieut.-Colonel Gordon 


to mbvc- down the river to Fprt Nia* 
gara, with a party of the 19lh light 
dragoons, under Major Lisle, a de- 
tachment of the Royal Scots, and the 
89th light company, and destroy the 
remaining cover of the enemy upon 
this frontier, which he has reported to 
have been effectually done. From 
every account I have been able to col- 
lect, the enemy’s force opposed to us 
was not less than from 2000 to 2500 
men ; their loss in killed and wounded, 
I should imagine, from 300 to 400; 
but from the nature of the country, 
being mostly covered with wood, it is 
difficult to ascertain it precisely ; the 
same reason will account for our not 
having been able to make a greater 
number of prisoners than 130. I have 
great satisfaction in stating to you the 
good conduct of the whole of the re- 
gular troops and volunteer militia ; 
but I must particularly mention the 
steadiness and bravery of the XCing’s 
regiment, and 60th light infantry. 
They* were most gallantly led to the 
attack by Lieut.-Colonel Ogilvy, of 
the King’s, who, I am sorry to say, 
received a severe wound. After Lieut.- 
Col. Ogilvy was wounded, the com- 
mand of the regiment devolved on 
Captain Robinson, who, by a very 
judicious movement to his right, with 
the three battalion companies, made a 
considerable impression on the left of 
the enemy’s position. 

I enclose a return of the killed, 
wounded, and missing, and of the 
ordnance captured at Black Rock and 
Buffaloe. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

P. Riall, Major-General. 
Lieut.-General Drummond. ^ 

General total of killed, wounded, 
and missing — 4 officers, 3 serjeants, 
105 rank and file. *. 

Officers wounded-- Lieut.-Colojiel 
Ogilvy and Lieutenant Young^, of the 
King’f regiment; Captain Fawcett, 
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of the JOOth regiment ; Captain Ser- 
C 08 , of \he volunteer militia. 

[A statement of the ordnance taken 
is given in the body of the dispatches.] 

Lewiston, Dec. 19, 1813. 
Sir, — According to your instruc- 
tions, I crossed the river this morning, 
immediately after the advance, under 
Colonel Murray, had passed over with 
the Royal Scots and 41 st regiments, ac- 
companied by a large body of Indians, 
and marched upon Lewiston, whieh 
the enemy had, however, abandon- 
ed upon our approach, leaving behind 
him a 12 and a 6-pounder gun, with 
travelling carriagej;, and every thing 
complete. 1 found in the place a con- 
siderable number of small arms, some 
ammunition, nine barrels of powder, 
and also a quantity of flour, amount- 
ing, I believe, to 200 barrels, I re- 
gret the troops had not the opportunity 
of coming in contact with the enemy, 
as I am convinced they would have 
acquired your fullest approbatioa. 

1 have, &c. (Signed 

P. Riall, Major-Gen. 
Lieut.- Gen. Drummond, See. 

Downing Street, JSlaif SJ, 
A dispatch, of whicfi the following is 
an extract, has been this day recei- 
ved by Earl Bathurst, from Lieut.- 
General Sir Geo. Prevost, dated 

Quebec, March 12, 1814. 
When I had the honour of address- 
ing your lordship on the 9th of Fe- 
bruary, the American army, under 
Major-General Wilkinson, continued 
to occupy their position on the fron- 
tier of Lower Canada, at the French 
Mills/ on the Salmon River, near St 
Regis, and at the Four Corners. 

I now beg leave to acquaint you, 
that, betwe«i.‘n the 12th and 16th of 
February, 'the enemy abandoned their 

S isition, after partially burning their 
ock-houses and barracks, 


with infinite labour and great .expense, 
and also destroying their river craft 
and batteaux, several hundred of which 
have been frozen up in Salmon River^ 
and they have succeeded in moving* 
their ordnance and the principaF pa'i'u ' 
of their provisions and stores. Two 
regiments are stated to have proceed- 
ed to Sackett's Harbour, and the re- 
mainder of their force to Burlington, 
and Platsburgh, where Major-General 
Wilkinson has now taken up his head- 
-quarters. ‘ 

I am informed the frontier position? 
occupied by the enemy at the close of 
the last campaign were given up, by 
the orders of the American govern- 
ment, in consequence of the extreme 
difficulty experienced, and the enor- 
mous expence incurred, in supplying 
the troops allotted for their defence 
with provisions, and the daily decrease 
of their army by sickness and deser- 
tion, arising from the harassing and 
fatiguing duties to which their troops 
were exposed, from the constant ap- 
prehension of being attacked by us. 

As soon as information of the ene- 
my^s movement was received, Colonel 
Scott, of the 103d regiment, with a 
small effective force, consisting of de- 
tachments from that corps, the b9th, 
and Canadian fencibles, and a picquet 
of light cavalry from Coteau du La« 
and Cornwall, passed over the ice from 
the latter post to the Salmon River, 
and arrived in time to press upon the 
enemy’s rear-guard, which made a 
precipitate retreat ; and about a hun- 
dred sleigh loads of provisions and 
stores have fallen into our possession, 
and the destruction of their block- 
houses, barracks, and boats, been com- 
pleted. 

Colonel Scott advanced with his 
party without opposition into the ene- 
my’t country to Malone, Madrid, and 
within a few miles of Platsburg, and 
returned by the route of Four Corners 
to his po^t at the Coteau du Lac. 
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Letter fr^m Lieut. -General Drum- 
mond to Sir George Prcvost. 

His Majesty^ s ^hip Prince RegenU 
f of ()$Vdego^ Lahe Ontario^ May 

Sir, — I am happy to have to an- 
nounce to your excellency the com- 
plete 8^^^ cess of the expedition against 
* Oswego. 

' The troops mentioned in my dis- 
patch of the 3d inst. viz. six compa- 
nies of de Watteville’a regiment, un- 
dci» Licut.-Colonel Fischer ; the light 
.company of the Glengarry light inmn- 
try, under Captain M‘Millan ; and the 
whole of the second brfttalion royal 
marines, under Lieut.-Col. Malcolm, 
having been embarked with a detach- 
ment of the royal artillery, under Cap- 
tain Cruttenden, with two field-pieces; 
a detachment of the rocket company, 
under Lieut. Stevens, and a detach- 
ment of sappers and miners, under 
Lieut. Gosset, of the royal engineers, 

“ on the evening of the 3d instant I pro- 
ceeded on board the Prince Regent 
at day-light on the 14th, and the squa- 
dron immediately sailed. The wind 
being variable, we did not arrive off 
Oswego until noon the following day. 
The ships lay-to within long gun-shot 
of the battery, and the gun-boats, un- 
der Captain Collier, were sent close in 
for the purpose of inducing the enemy 
to shew his fire, and particularly the 
number and position of his guns. This 
service was performed in a most gal- 
lant manner, the boats taking a posi- 
tion within point-blank shot or the 
fort, which returned the fire from four 
guns, one of them heavy. The enemy 
did not appear to have any guns mount- 
ed on the town side of the river. 

Having sufficiently reconnoitred the 
place, arrangements were made for its 
attack, which it was decided should 
take place at eight o^clock that even- 
ing } but at sun-set a very h^avy squall 
blowing directly on the shore, ©bligfd 
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the squadron to get under weigh, and 
prevented our return until thf) next 
morning, when the following Aposi- 
tion was made of the troops and squa- 
dron by Commodore Sir James Yeo 
and myself :* The Princess Charlotte, 
Wolfe, and Royal George, to engage 
the batteres, as close as the depth of 
water would admit of their approach- 
ing the shore ; the Sir Sidney Smith 
schooner to scour the town, and keep 
in check a large body of militia, who 
might attempt to pass over into the 
fort ; the Moirrf and Melville brigs to 
tow the boats with the troops, and 
then cover their landing by scouring 
the woods on the low point towards 
the foot of the hill, by which it ^vas 
intended to advance to the assault of 
the fort. 

Captain O’Connor had the direction 
uf the boats and gun-boats destined to 
land the troops, which consisted of the 
fljnk companies of De Watteville’s 
regiment, the company of the Glen- 
garry light infantry, and the second 
battalion of the royal marines, being 
all that could be landed at one embark- 
ation. The four battalion companies 
of the regiment of Watteville, and the 
det^hment of artiHery, remaining in 
reserve on board the Princess Char- 
lotte and Sir Sidney Smith schooner. 

As soon as every thing was ready, 
the ships opened their fire, and the 
boats pushed for the point of disem- 
barkation in the most regular order. 
The landing was effected under a heavy 
fire from the fort, as well as from a 
considerable body of the enemy drawn 
up on the brow of the hill and in the 
woods. The immediate command of 
the troops was entrusted' to Lieut*.- 
Colonel Fischer, of the regiment* De 
Watteville, of whose gallant, cool, and 
^udicious^ conduct, as well as of the 
distinguished bravery, steadiyess, and 
discipline of every officer and soldier 
composing this small force, I was a 
witness, ^having, with Commodore Sir 

q 
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James Yeo, the deplity-adjutant-gene- 
ral, ^d the officerg of my staff, landed 
with \he troops, I refer your excel- 
lency to Lieut.-Col. Fischer’s letter 
inclosed, for an account of the opera- 
tions. The place was gained in ten 
minutes from the moment the troops 
advanced. The fo^t being every where 
almost open, the whole of the garrison, 
consisting of the third battalion of ar- 
tillery, about 400 strong, and some 
hundred militia, effected their escape, 
with the exception of about 60 men, 
half of them severely* wounded. 

I enclose a return of our loss, amongst 
which I have to regret that of Cap- 
tain Holtaway, of the royal marines. 
Ypur excellency will lament to observe 
in the list the name of that gallant, 
judicious, and excellent officer Captain 
Mulcaster, of the royal navy, who 
landed at the head of 200 volunteers, 
seamen from the fleet, and received a 
severe and dangerous wound when 
within a few yards of the guns which 
he was attempting to storm, which I 
fear will deprive the squadron of his 
valuable assistance for some time at 
least. 

In noticing the co-operation of the 
naval branch of the service, J have the 
highest satisfaction in assuring ^your 
excellency that I have, throughout 
this, as well as every other occasion, 
experienced the most zealous, cordial, 
and able support from Sir James Yeo. 
It will be for him to do justice to the 
merits of those under his command ; 
but I may nevertheless be permitted 
to observe, that nothing could exceed 
the coolness and gallantry in action, 
or the unwearied exertions on shore, 
of the captains, officers, and crews of 
the* whole squadron. 

1 enclose a memorandum of the cap- 
tured articles that have been brought 
away, in, which your excellency will 
perceive' with satisfaction seven heavy 
guns, that were intended for the ene- 
my's new ship. Three 32-^pounders 


were sunk by the enemy iij the river, 
as well as a large quantity of cordage 
and other naval stores. The loss to 
them, therefore, has been very great ; 
and T am sanguine in believing, tb*’ -- 
by this blow they have been 
of the means of completing the arma-. 
ment, and particularly the equipment 
of the large man of war, an cSject of 
the greatest importance. * 

Every object of the expedition ha- 
ving been effected, and the captured 
stores embarked, the troops retui^ed, 
in the most perfect order, on board 
their respective ships at four o’clock 
this morning, when the squadron im- 
mediately sailed, the barracks in the 
town, as well as those in the fort, ha- 
ving been previously burnt, together 
with the platforms, bridge, &c. and 
the works in every other respect dis- 
mantled and destroyed, as far as was 
practicable. 

[The general concludes with ex- 
pressions of the utmost admiration of 
the officers and men engaged in the 
expedition. | 

(Signed) Gordon Drummond. 

Head- Quarters^ Montreal, 
July 10, 1814. 

I have the honour to report to your 
lordship, the safe arrival at Michili^ 
'mackinac, on the 18th of May last, of 
Lieut.-Col. M‘Doual, with the whole 
of the reinforcements of troops and 
seamen, and of the supplies of stores 
and provisions, with which he sailed 
from Nottawasaga river on the 25th 
of April preceding. 

'The difficulties experienced in con- 
ducting open and deeply-laden bat- 
teaux across so great an extent of wa- 
ter as Lake Huron, covered with im- 
mense fields of ice, and agitated by 
violent gales of wind, could only have 
been surmounted by the zeal, perseve- 
rance, and abilities of the officers com- 
manding this expedition : for nineteen 
days it was nearly one continued strug- 
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gle with tte elements, during which 
time the dangers, hardships, and pri- 
vations to which the men were expo- 
sed, were sufficient to discourage the 
•u^dest amongst them, and at times 
the total destruction of the 
By uncommon exertions, how- 
ever/Xhe obstacles to the progress of 
the boius were surmounted, and the 
whole, with the exception of one only 
(the lading of which was saved), reach- 
ed the place of their destination, to the 
grett joy of the garrison, who had been 
anxiously looking out for the timely 
relief. Measures were taken by Colo- 
nel M‘Doual, immediately after his 
arrival, to strengthen the defences of 
the fort ; and I have had the satisfac- 
tion of hearing from him as late as the 
18th of June, that the works had as- 
sumed so formidable an attitude, as to 
leave him no apprehensions of the re- 
sult of any attack which the enemy 
might make upon this post. 

Colonel M‘Doual reports to me the 
arrival at the fort of nearly two hun- 
dred of the western warriors, under 
Mr Dickson, a reinforcement which 
he considers highly important. He 
describes these western warriors to be 
a warlike and determined race, on 
whom great reliance may be placed. 

Earl Bathurst. 

Head- Quarters y Montreal, 
Juli/ 13, 1814. 

My Lord, — Since my dispatch to 
your lordship of yesterday’s date, I 
have received from Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Drummond, Major-General Riall’s 
official report of the sortie made from 
the lines at Chippawa, which, together 
with the lieutenant-general’s letter, I 
have the honour of transmitting to 
your lordship. 

I do not understand that the enemy, 
since the action, have attempted tb 
advance. 

I have the honour to be, 5cc. 

Geoags Fiuqvosj. 


• , Kingston, Jtd^ 10, 1814. 

Sir,— I have the hononr to 
mit herewith a copy of Major-Gen. 
Riall’s official report on the subject 
of the landing of the enemy between 
Chippawa and Fort Erie on the 3d 
instant, and of the major-general’s at- 
tack upon their position on the 5th. 

1 1 is highly satisfactory to observe, 
that the gallantry and steadiness of Bri- 
tish soldiers was conspicuous through- 
out the conduct of every individual 
<tngaged ; and that the second regi- 
ment of Lincolh militia, under the 
command of Lieut.-Colonel Dickson, 
which composed part of the advance 
under Lieut.-Colonel Pearson, equally 
distingiiishedthemselves, although tkeir 
braire and vigorous efforts proved un- 
availing against the prodigious superi- 
ority, in point of numbers, which the 
enemy possessed, and which induced 
the major-general to withdraw his 
small force to the position at Chip- 
pawa. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Gordon Drummond, 
Lieut.-General commanding. 
His excellency Sir George 
Prevost, Bart, 

^ Ckippafvoa, July 0. 

Sir,— I have the honour to inform 
you, that the enemy effected a landing 
on the morning of the 3d instant at 
the Ferry, opposite Black Rock, ha- 
ving driven in the piquet of the garri- 
son of Fort Erie. I was made ac- 
quainted with this circumstance about 
eight in the morning, and gave orders 
for the immediate advance to Chip- 
pawa of five companies of the Royd 
Scots under Lieut.-Colond Gordon, 
to reinforce the garrison of that place. 
Lieutenant- Colonel Pearson had mo- 
ved forward from thence with the fiank 
companies of the 100th, soitip militia, 
and a few Indians, to reconnoitre thciy 
position and numbers : he found them 
posted on the ridge parallel with the 
river, near the ferry, and in strong 


Earl Bathurst. 
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force, I received inform^tian from 
Majox Buck, that they had also land- 
ed a considerable force above Fort 
Erie. In consequence of the King’s 
regiment, which I had every reason 
to expect the day before from York, 
not having arrived, I was prevented 
from making an attack that night. 

The following morning, the 4th, a 
body of their troops were reported to 
be advancing by the river ; 1 moved 
to reconnoitre, and found them to be 
in considerable force, with cavalry and 
artillery, and a large body of riflemen. 
Lieutenant. Colonel Pearson was in ad- 
vance during this reconnoisaance with 
the light company of the Royal Scots, 
and* the flank company of the 100th, 
and a few of the 19th light dragoons, 
four of whom, and eight horses, were 
wounded in a skirmish with the ene- 
my’s riflemen. 

Having been joined by the King’s 
regiment on the morning of the 5th, 
1 made my dispositions for attack at 
four o’clock in the afternoon. The 
light companies of the Royal Scots 
and 100th regiment, with the 2d Lin- 
coln militia, formed the advance under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Pearson. The In- 
dian warriors were throughout onjour 
right flank in the woods. The trohps 
moved in three columns, the third (the 
King's regiment) being in advance. 
The enemy had taken up a position 
with his right resting on some build- 
ings and orchards, close on the river 
Niagara, and strongly supported by 
artillery ; his left towards the wood, 
having a considerable body of riflemen 
and Indians in front of it. 

Our Indians and militia were short- 
ly engaged with the enemy’s riflemen 
and Indians, who at first checked their 
advance, but the light troops being 
brought to their support, they suc-« 
ceeded, after a sharp contest, in dis- 
lodging them, in a very handsome 


style. I placed two light 24-pound - 
ers, and a five and a half inch howit- 
zer, against the right of the enemy’s 
position, and formed the Royal Scots 
and the 100th regiment, with the 
tendon of making a movemrrrTTSpbn 
his left, which deployed with the 
est regularity, and opened a very heavy 
fire. 

I immediately moved up the King’s 
regiment to the right, while the Royal 
Scots and 100th regiment were direct- 
ed to charge the enemy in front,** for 
which they advanced with the greatest 
gallantry, under a most destructive 
fire. I am sorry to say, however, in 
this attempt they suffered so severely, 
that I was obliged to withdraw them, 
finding their further efforts against the 
superior number of the enemy would 
be unavailing. 

Lieut.-Colonel Gordoa and Lieut.- 
Colonel the Marquis of Tweeddale, 
commanding these regiments, being 
wounded, as were most of the officers 
belonging to each, I directed a retreat 
to be made upon Chippawa, which was 
conducted with good order and regu- 
larity, covered by the King’s regiment, 
under Major Evans, and the light troops 
under Lieut.-Colonel Pearson ; and I 
have pleasure in saying, that not a sin- 
gle prisoner fell into the enemy’s hands, 
except those who were disabled from 
wounds. 

From the report of some prisoners 
we have made, the enemy’s force 
amounted to about six thousand men, 
with a very numerous train of artillery, 
haying been augmented by a very large 
body of troops, which moved dowii 
from Fort Erie immediately before the 
commencement of the action. Our 
own force, in regular troops, amount- 
ed to about fifteen hundred,* exclu- 
sive of the militia and Indians, of which 
last description there were not above 
three hundred. Fort Erie, I under- 


♦ The Royal Scots, 500; first battalion King’s, -ISO; 100th regiment, 450; witli 
one troop of the 18th light dragoons, and a proportion of royal artillery. 
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stands surrendered upon capitulation 
on the Sd^nstant. 

Although the affair was not attend- 
ed with the success which I had hoped 
for, it will be highly gratifying to you 

learn, that the officers and men be- 
naved*>aHth the greatest gallantry. I 
***9fPHjiarticularly indebted to Lieut.-Co- 
loneHfearson for the very great assist- 
ance l^ave received from him, and for 
the manner in which he led his light 
troops into the action. Lieut.-Colonel 
Gordon, and Lieut.-Colonel ^he Mar- 
quis of Tweeddale, and Major Evans, 
cohimanding the King’s regiment, me- 
• rit my warmest praise for the good 
example they shewed at the head of 
their respective regiments. 

The artillery, under the command 
of Captain Mackonochie, was ably 
served, and directed with good effect ; 
and I am particularly obliged to Ma- 
jor Lisle, of the 19th light dragoons, 
for the manner in which he covered 
and protected one of the Sl^-pounders, 
which had been disabled. I have rea- 
son to be highly satisfied with the zeal, 
activity, and intelligence of Captain 
Holland, my aide-de-camp ; Captain 
Elliott, deputy assistant-quarter-mas- 
tcr-general ; Staff-adjutant Greig, and 
Lieutenant Fox, of the Royal Scots, 
who acted as major of brigade during 
the absence of Major Glegg at Fort 
George. The conduct of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Dixon, of the 2d Lincoln mi- 
litia, has been most exemplary ; and I 
am very much indebted to him for it 
on this as well as on other occasions, 
in which he has evinced the greatest 
zeal for his majesty’s service. The 
conduct of the officers and men of this 
regiment has also been highly praise- 
worthy. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Pearson has re- 
ported to me, in the most favourable 
terms, the excellent manner in which 
Lieutenant Horton, with a part of 
the 19th light dragoons, observed the 
motions of the enemy, while he occu- 
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pied the positiou he took on his first 
landing, land during his advance to 
this place. / 

I have the honour to be, icc* 

P. Riall, Major-General. 
Licut.-Gen^ Drummond. * 

Return of killed, wounded, and miss- 
ing, of the right divisioni in action 
with the enemy, in advance of Chip- 
pawa, July 5, 1814. 

Total killed — 3 captains, 3 subal- 
terns, 7 Serjeants, 135 rank and file. 

Total wounded — 3 field-officers, 5 
captains, 18 subalterns, 18 serjeants, 
277 rank and file. 


[Transmitted by Sir J. C. Sherbrooke.] 

Moore Islands^ Pasmmaquoddy 
Bayt July 12. 

Sir,— Having sailed from Halifax 
on the 5th instant, accompanied by 
Lieutenant- Colonel NichoUs of the 
royal engineers, and a detachment of 
the royal artillery, under the command 
of Captain Dunn, I have the honour 
to acquaint your excellency, that we 
arrived at Shelburne, the place of ren- 
dezvous, on the evening of the 7th in- 
stant, where I found Capt. Sir Tho- 
mas Hardy, in his majesty’s ship Ra- 
milies, with two transports, having on 
board the 102d regiment, under the 
command of Lieut.-Colonel Herries, 
which had arrived the day before. I 
did not fail to lay before Sir Thomas 
Hardy my instructions, and to consult 
with him the best means of carrying 
them into execution. 

As we concurTed in opinion that the 
success of the enterprize with whjeh 
we were entrusted would very nyiteri- 
ally depend upon our reaching the 
point of attack previous to the enemy 
• being apprised of our intentions, that 
officer, with his accustoidod alacrity 
and decision, directed the ships of war 
and transports to get under weigh ear- 
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ly on the following wiorning ; and we 
yesterday, about three o’ckek* p. m., 
ancholed near to the town of East- 
port. 

On our approach to this island, 
Lieutenant Oates (your .excellency's 
aide-de-camp, whom you had permit- 
ted to accompany me on this service) 
was detached in a boat bearing a flag 
of truce, with a summons (a copy of 
which is transmitted), addressed to 
the officer commanding, requiring that 
Moore Island should be surrendered 
to his Britannic majesty. This propo-* 
sal was not accepted : in consequence 
of which, the troops, which were al- 
ready in the boats, pulled off under the 
Buperintendance of Captain Steiihouse 
of the royal navy, whose arrangements 
were so judicious as to insure a succe'ss- 
ful issue : but previous to reaching the 
shore, the colours of the enemy on Fort 
Sullivan were handed down ; and on 
our landing, the capitulation was agreed 
to, of which the copy is enclosed. We 
found in the fort a detachment of the 
40th regiment of American ihfantry, 
consisting of six officers, and about 
80 men, under the command of Major 
Putnam, who surrendered themselves 
prisoners of war. 

This fort is skuated on an eminejnee 
commanding the entrance to tht an- 
chorage, and within it is a block- house, 
and also four long ten- pounders, one 
eighteen-pound carronade, and four 
field- pieces. The extent of the island 
is about four miles in length, and two 
in breadth, and in a great state of cul- 
tivation. The militia amount to about 
1250, and the population is calculated 
at 1500. 

We have also occupied Allens and 
Frederick Islands, so that the whole 
of the islands in this hay arc now sub- 
ject to the British flag. 

It is very satisfactory to me to add,’ 
that this service has been effected with- 
out any loss or casualty among the 
troops employed in it. 


To Captain Sir Thomas^ Hardy I 
consider myself under the gireatest ob- 
ligation^ ; having experienced every 
possible co-operation, with an offer to 
disembark from his squadron any pro- 
portion of seamen or marines w h^^ ,.^ 
considered necessary. 

I beg to acknowledge my thinks 
to you, in allowing your aid-d^amp. 
Lieutenant Oates, to accompany me 
upon this service. He has been of 
great assistance to me, and will have 
the honour of delivering this dispatch. 
He has also in his possession the co- 
lours and standard found in Fort Sul- 
livan. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) A. PiLKiNGTON, 
Lieut.-Col. Deputy Adju- 
tant-General. 

Lieut.-Gen. Sir J. C. Sher- 
brooke, K. B. 

Doivning- Street f Sept* 20, 1814. 

Captain Jervois, aide-de-camp to 
Lieutenant-General Drummond, arri- 
ved this morning with a dispatch from 
Lieutenant-General Sir George Pre- 
vost, Bart, addressed to Earl Bathurst, 
of which the following is an extract : 

Head- Quarters i Montreal^ 
August 5. 

• I have the satisfaction of transmit- 
ting to your lordship Lieut.-General 
Drummond's detail of the distinguish- 
ed exertions of that division of the 
army near the falls of Niagara, on the 
25th of last month, when the ckill of 
his majesty's generals, and the valour 
and discipline of his troops, were emi- 
nently conspicuous ; and I beg leave 
to join the lieutenant-general, in hum- 
bly soliciting his royal highness the 
Prince Regent’s gracious considera- 
tion of the meritorious services of the 
ofjjicers particularised in his report. 

This dispatch will be delivered to 
your lordship by Capt. Jervois, aide- 
de-camp to LieuU-Gen* Drummond $ 
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having shared in the events of the 25th, 
he can satrafy your lordship's enquiries 
respecting them, and he is well calcu- 
lated, from his local knowledge, to 
give your lordship full information 
non the state of the Upper Pro- 
vince.* ^ 

H^d-quartej's^ Upper Canada^ near 
Niagara Falls ^ July 27. 

Sir, — I embarked on board his ma- 
jesty’s schooner Netley, at York, on 
Sunday evening, the 24'th instant, and 
reached Niagara at day-break the fol- 
lowing morning. Finding from Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Tucker that Major- 
General Riall was understood to be 
moving towards the Falls of Niagara 
to support the advance of his division, 
which he had pushed on to that place 
on the preceding evening, I ordered 
Lieut.-Col. Morrison, with the 89th 
regiment, and a detachment of the 
Royals and King’s, drawn from Fort 
George and Mississaga, to proceed to 
the same point, in order that, with the 
united force, I might act against the 
enemy (posted at Street’s Creek, with 
his advance at Chippawa) on my arri- 
val, if it should be found expedient. 
I ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Tucker, 
at the same time, to proceed on the 
right bank of the river, with three 
hundred of the 41 st, and about two 
hundred of the Royal Scots, and a 
body of Indian warriors, supported 
(on the river) by a party of armed 
seamen, under Captain Dobbs, royal 
navyi The object of this movement 
was to disperse or capture a body of 
the enemy which was encamptd at 
Lewiston. Some unavoidable delay 
having occurred in the march of the 
troops up the right bank, the enemy 
had moved off previous to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Tucker s arrival. I have to 
express myself satisfied with the exer» 
tions of that officer. 

Having refreshed the troops at 

Queenstoib having brought aoross 


the 41 St, Royals^ and Indians, 1 sent 
back the ^Ist and lOOth regiments to 
form the garrisons of the forts Otorge, 
Mississaga, and Niagara, under Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Tucker, and moved, 
with the 89th, and detachments of the 
Royals and King’s, and light company 
of the 41st, in all about 800 men, to 
join Major- General Riall's division at 
the Falls. 

When arrived within a few miles of 
that position, I met a report from Ma- 
jor-General Riall, that the enemy was 
advancing in great force, 1 immediate- 
ly pushed on, and joined the head of 
Lieut.-Col. Morrison’s column, just 
as it reached the road leading towards 
the Beaver Dam over the summit of 
the hill at Lundy’s-lane. Instead of 
the whole of Major-General Riall’s 
division, which I expected to have 
found occupying this position, 1 found 
it almost in the occupation of the ene- 
my, whose columns were within (>00 
yards of the top of the lull, and the 
surrounding woods filled with his light 
troops'. 'Fhe advance of Major-Gen. 
Riall’s division, consisting of the Glen- 
garry light infantry, and incorporated 
militia, having commenced their retreat 
upon Fort George, I countermanded 
t^ae corps, and formed liie 8yth regi- 
ment and the Royal Scots detachments, 
and 41 St light companies, in the rear 
of the hill, their left resting on the * 
great road ; my two 24-pounder brass 
field guns a little advanced in front of 
the centre on the summit of the hill ; 
the Glengarry light intantry on the 
right, the battalion of incorporated 
militia, and the detachment of the 
King’s regimftit on the left of the 
great road ; the squadron 1 9th light 
dragoons in the rear of the leftjon the 
road. I had scarcely completed this 
formation, when the whole front war 
warmty and closely engaged. The 
enemy’s principal effort S^jvere direct- 
ed against our left and centre. 
repeated attacksi the troops oa the 
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left were partially forced back, and 
the enemy gained a momentary pos- 
session the road. This gave nim, 
however, no material advantage, as the 
troops which had been forced back 
formed in rear of the 89th regiment, 
fronting the road, and securing the 
flank. It was during this short inter- 
val that Major-General Riall, having 
received a severe wound, was inter- 
cepted as he was passing to the rear, 
by a party of the enemy’s cavalry, and 
made prisoner. In the centre, the re- 
peated and determined attacks of the 
enemy were met by the 89th regiment, 
the detachments of the Royals and 
King’s, and the light company 4l8t 
regiment, with the most perfect stea- 
diness, and intrepid gallantry, and the 
enemy was constantly repulsed with 
very heavy loss. In so determined a 
manner were these attacks directed 
against our guns, that our artillery- 
men were bayonetted by the enemy 
in the act of loading, and the muzzles 
of the enemy’s guns were advanced 
within a few yards of our’s. ♦•The 
darkness of the night, during this ex- 
traordinary conflict, occasioned several 
uncommon incidents : our troops ha- 
ving for a moment been pushed back, 
some of our guns remained for a few 
minutes in the enemy’s hands ; they 
were, however, not only quickly reco- 
vered, but the two pieces, a 6-pounder 
and a five and a half inch howitzer, 
which the enemy had brought up, 
were captured by us, together with 
several tumbrils ; and in limbering up 
our guns at one period, one of the 
enemy’s G-pounders was put, by mis- 
take, upon a limber of our’s, and one 
of our 6-pounders limbered on one of 
his ; by which means the pieces were 
exchanged ; and thus, though we cap- 
tured two of his guns, yet, as he ob- 
tained one of our’s, we have gained 
only one guij* 

About nine o’clock (the action ha- 
ving commenced at six) there was a 


short intermission of firing, during 
which it appears the enemy was em- 
ployed in bringing up the whole of hia 
remaining force, and he shortly after- 
wards renewed his attack with fresh 
troops, but was every where repul sed ! 
with equal gallantry and 8Ucce8;r^A- 
bout this period the remainder of 
jor-General Riall’s division, whichfUad 
been ordered to retire on the a(?»vance 
of the enemy, consisting of the 103d 
regiment, under Colonel Scott ; the 
head- quarter division of the Royal 
Scots ; the head- quarter division of 
the 8th or King’s; flank companies 
104th ; some detachments of militia, 
under Lieut.-Colonel Hamilton, in- 
specting field-officer, joined the troops 
engaged ; and I placed them in a se- 
cond line, with the exception of the 
Royal Scots and flank companies 
104th, with which I prolonged my 
front line on the right, where I was 
apprehensive of the enemy’s out-flank- 
ing me. The enemy’s efforts to carry 
the hill were continued until about 
midnight, when he had suffered so se- 
verely from the superior steadiness 
and discipline of his majesty’s troops, 
that he gave up the contest, and re- 
treated with great precipitation to his 
camp beyond the Chippawa. On the 
following day he abandoned his camp, 
threw the greatest part of his bag- 
gage, camp-equipage, and provisions 
into the Rapids ; and having set fire 
to Street’s Mills and destroyed the 
bridge at Chippawa, continued his 
retreat in great disorder towards Fort 
Erie. My light troops, cavalry and 
Indians, are detached in pursuit, and 
to harass his retreat, which I doubt 
not he will continue until he reaches 
his own shore. 

The loss sustained by the enemy in 
this severe action, cannot be estimated 
at less than fifteen hundred men, in- 
cluding several hundreds of prisoners 
left in our hands ; his two command- 
ing generals, Brown and Scott, are 
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•aid to be wounded ; his whole force» 
which h^s never been rated at less than 
five thousand, having been engaged. 
Enclosed I have the honour to trans- 
mit a return of our loss, which has 
^ been very considerable. The number 
of tfc^ps under my command did not 
the first three hours exceed sixteen 
hundred men ; the addition of the 
troops under Colonel Scott did not 
increase it to more than two thousand 
eight hundred of every description. 

very diiHcult but at .^he same 
time a most gratifying duty remains,* 
that of endeavouring to do justice to 
the merits of the officers and soldiers 
by whose valour and discipline this 
important success has been obtained. 

1 was very early in the action deprived 
of the services of Major-General Riall, 
who, 1 regret to learn, has suffered 
the amputation of his arm in the ene- 
my’s possession ; his bravery, zeal, 
and activity have always been con- 
spicuous. 

To Lieut. -Colonel Harvey, deputy- 
adjutant-general, 1 am so deeply in- 
debted for his valuable assistance pre- 
vious to, as well as his able and ener- 
getic exertions during this severe con- 
test, that I feci myself called upon 
to point your Excellency’s attention 
to the distinguished merits of this 
highly deserving officer, whose ser- 
vices have been particularly conspi- 
cuous in every affair that has taken 
place since his arrival in this pro- 
vince. The zeal and intelligence dis- 
played by Major Glegg, assistant-ad- 
jutant-general, deserve my warmest 
approbation. I much regret the loss 
of a very intelligent and promising 
young officer, Lieutenant Moorsom, 
lO^th regiment, deputy assistant-ad- 
jutant-general, who was killed towards 
the close of the action. The active 
exertions of Capt. Elliot, deputy assist- 
ant- quarter- master-general, of whose 
gallantry and conduct I had occasion, 
oo two former instances, to remark, 


were conspicuoqs. Major Maule and 
Lieutbrn^nt Le Breton, of the quarter- 
master-general’s department, were ex- 
tremely useful to me ; the latter was 
severely wounded. 

Amongst the officers froln whose 
active exertions 1 derived the greatest 
assistance, 1 cannot omit to mention 
my aides-de-caiflp, Capt^ns Jervois 
and Loring, and Captain Holland, 
aide-de-camp to Major-Cileneral Rial! ; 
Captain Loring was unfortunately ta- 
ken prisoner by some of the enemy’s 
dragoons, whilst in the execution of 
an order. 

In reviewing the action from its 
commencement, the first object which 
presents itself, as deserving of notice, 
IS the steadiness and good countenance 
df the squadron 19th light dragoons, 
under Major Lisle, and the very cre- 
ditable and excellent defence made by 
the incorporated militia battalion, un- 
der Lieut.-Colonel Robinson, who 
was dangerously wounded, and a de- 
tachment of the 8th (King’s regi- 
ment), under Captain Campbell. Ma- 
jor Kirby succeeded Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Robinson in the command of the 
incorporated militia battalion, and con- 
tinued very gallantly to direct its ef- 
fcfrts ; this battalion has only been or- 
ganised a few months, and, much to 
the credit of Captain Robinson, of. 
the King’s regiment ( provincial lieut.- 
coloncl), has attained a highly respect- 
able degree of discipline. 

In the reiterated and determined 
attacks which the enemy made on our 
centre, for the purpose of gaining, at 
once, the cr^at of the position, and 
our guns, the readiness and intrepidity 
displayed by the troops allotted for 
the defence of that post, wer^ never 
surpassed: they consisted of tfie se- 
cond battalion of the 89th regiment/ 
commanded by Lieut.-Colonel Morri- 
son, and after the Lieut.-Colonel had 
been obliged to retire from the field 
by a severe wonnd, by Major Clifiord ; 
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a detachment of the Royal Scots, un- 
der Lieutenant Hemphill, and after he 
was killed, Lieutenant Frafer ; de- 
tachment of the 8th, or King’s, under 
Captain Campbell ; light company 
41 8t regiment, under Captain Glew ; 
with some detachments of militia, un* 
der Lieutenant-Colonel Parry, 103d 
regiment ; , these tr6op8 repeatedly, 
when hard pressed, formed round the 
colours of the 89th regiment, and in- 
variably repulsed the desperate efforts 
made against them. On the right the 
steadiness and good countenance of 
the let battalion Royal Scots, under 
Lieut.-Colonel Gordon^ in some very 
trying moments, excited my admira- 
tion. The King's regiment (Ist bat- 
talion), under Major Evans, behaved 
with equal gallantry and firmness, as 
did the light company of the Royals, 
detached under Captain Stewart, the 
grenadiers of the 103d, detached un- 
der Captain Browne, and the flank 
companies of the 104th, under Capt. 
Leonard : the Glengarry light infan- 
try, under Lieut.-Colonel BatUrsby, 
displayed most valuable qualities as 
light troops ; Colonel Scott, Major 
Smelt, and the officers of the 103d, 
deserve credit for their exertions in 
rallying that regiment, after it h^d 
been thrown into momentary disorder ; 
Lieutenant-Colonel Pearson, inspect 
ing field-officer, directed the advance 
with great intelligence; and Lieute- 
nant-Col. Drummond, of the 104th, 
having gone forward with my permis- 
sion early in the day, made himself ac- 
tively useful in different parts of the 
field, under my directim : these offi- 
cers are entitled to my‘best thanks, as 
is Hamilton, in- 

specting field-officer, for his exertions 
after his arrival with the troops under 
'Colonel Scott : the field artillery, so 
long as there was light, was w%ll ser- 
ved. 

The credit of its efficient state is 
due to Captain Mackonochie, who 


has had charge of it since his arrival 
with this division. Captain Wt‘Lauch- 
lan, who has charge of the batteries at 
Fort Mississager, volunteered his ser- 
vices in the field on this occasion ; he 
was severely wounded. Lieutwiant..* 
Tomkins deserves much credit, fo7 the ^ 
way in which the two brass 24- poim^ 
era, of which he had charge, wer^er- 
ved ; as does Serjeant Austin, ^ the 
rocket company, who directed the 
Congreve rockets, which did much 
executioq. The zeal, loyalty, and 
•bravery with which the militia of this 
part of the province have come for- 
ward to co-operate with his majesty’s 
troops in the expulsion of the enemy, 
and their conspicuous gallantry in this, 
and in the action of the 4th instant, 
claim my warmest thanks. 

1 cannot conclude this dispatch 
without recommending, in the strong- 
est terms, the following officers, whose 
conduct during the late operations has 
called for marked approbation ; and I 
am induced to hope that your excel- 
lency will be pleased to submit their 
names for promotion to the most fa- 
vourable consideration of his Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent, viz.— 
Captain Jervois, my aide-de-camp ; 
Captain Robinson, 8th (King’s) re- 
giment, (provincial lieutenant colonel) 
commanding the incorporated militia ; 
Captain Elliot, deputy assistant quar- 
ter-master-general ; Captain Holland, 
aide-de-camp to Major-General Riall ; 
and Captain Glew, 4 Ist regiment. 

This dispatch will be delivers <1 to 
you by Captain Jervois, my aide-de- 
camp, who is fully competent to give 
your excellency every further inform- 
ation you may require. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) G. Drummond, 
Lieutenant- General. 

Return of the killed, wounded, and 
missing, and taken prisoners of the 
right division of the army in Upper 
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Canada^ under the command of 
Lieutenant-General Drummond, in 
action with the enemy near the Falls 
of Niagara, 25th July. 

General Total — 1 captain, 3 subal- 
terns, 1 deputy assistant-adjutant-ge- 
neral> 3 serjeants, 75 rank and file, 
^^?dled ; 1 lieutenant-general, 1 major- 

f weral, 1 inspecting field-officer, 1 
ept*ty assistant quarter-master-gene- 
ral, 2 lieutenant-colonels, 2 majors, 8 
captains, 15 subalterns, 31 serjeants, 
^ drummers, 482 rank and fjle, wound- 
ed ; i captain, S subalterns, 2 quarteiw 
'masters, 11 serjeants, 5 drummers, 171 
rank and file, missing ; 1 aide-de-camp, 
4 captains, 4 subalterns, 1 quarter- 
master, 4 serjeants, 68 rank and file, 
prisoners ; 14 horses killed, 14 horses 
wounded, 12 horses missing; total 
killed, 84 ; total wounded, 559 ; total 
missing, 193; total prisoners, 42.-— 
Total 87B. 

Do'wnhifr. street^ Oct* 10. 

A dispatch, of which the following 
is a copy, addressed to Earl Bathurst, 
one of his majesty^s principal secreta- 
ries of state, was yesterday received 
from Lieut.-General Sir George Pre- 
vost, Bart. : — 

Head- Quartern, Mo 72 trealf 

Alio. 27 . 

My Lord, — The successful result 
of the gallant enterprize against the 
enemy’s small vessels lying off Fort 
Erie, as detailed in the enclosed ex- 
tract of a dispatch from Lieut.-Gene- 
ral Drummond, having encouraged the 
expectation that a favourable .period 
had arrived for attacking the enemy 
in the entrenchments, the Lieut.-Ge- 
neral was induced to order an assault 
upon Fort Erie, and the works con- 
nected with it, before the break of 
day on the 15th instant. • 

It is with deep concern I have now 
to acquaint your lordship, that not- 
withstanding there was the fairest 


prospect of supcess at the commence- 
ment of the attack, our tropps were 
afterw;^rd8 obliged to retire without 
accomplishing their object, and with 
very considerable loss. 

To Lieutenant Gen. Dfummond’i 
official report on this subject (a copy 
of which I have the honour of trans- 
mitting), I be^ leave to refer your 
lordship for the causes of our failure. 
It is, however, highly satisfactory to 
know, that until the unfortunate ex- 
plosion took place, and until his ma- 

n ’s troops, by their near approach 
e abbatfis in front of the entrimch- 
ments, met such difficulties in penetra- 
ting as were found to be insurmounta- 
ble without the aid of light, they be- 
haved with their usual gallantry and 
'discipline, and had gained, by their 
determined efforts, advantages which 
accident alone appears to have com- 
pelled them to forego. 

By accounts from Lieut -General 
Drummond to the 18th instant, I find 
he has since the 15th been joined by 
the^82d regiment, and that the 6tn 
was on its way to, and would probably 
be with the right division by this time, 
together with other reinforcements 
which are proceeding thither. 

• I have fhe honour, &c. 

George Prevost. 
Earl Bathurst, &c. 

Extract of a letter from Lieut.-Gene- 
ral Drummond, to his Excellency 
Sir George Prevost, Bart, dated 
Camp before Fort Eric, August 
13, 1814. 

I have gi^at satisfaction in acquaint- 
ing your excellency with the capture 
of two of the three armed schooners 
which were anchored off Fort Erie, 
and which very much annoyed our 
left flank. This enterprise was ere- 
cutod in a very gallant stile by Capt. 
Dobbs, and a party of ^bout 70 sea- 
men and marines, who embarkejd last 
night in six batteaux, which I had 
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caused to be carried across to Lake 
Erie for that purpose. 

I have this morning opened |.he fire 
of the battery on Fort Erie, and 
though the distance is found to be 
great, yet I hope a sufficient effect 
will be produced. 

Camp befo} e Fort Erie^ 
Aug. 15, 1814. 

Sir, — Having reason to believe that 
a sufficient impression had been pro- 
duced on the works of the enemy’s 
fort, by the fire of the battery which 
1 had opened on it on the morning of 
the 18th, and by which the stone 
building had been much injured, and 
the general outline of the parapet and 
embrazares very much altered, I de- 
termined on assaulting the place ; and 
accordingly made the necessary ar- 
rangements for attacking it, by a hea- 
vy column directed to the entrench- 
ments on the side of Snake-hill, and 
by two columns to advance from the 
battery, and assault the fort and en- 
trenchments on this side. v 

The troops destined to attack by 
Snake- hill, (which consisted of the 
King's regiment and that of De Wat- 
teville’s, with the flank companies of 
the 89th and 100th regiments, under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Fischer, of the re- 
giment De Watteville), marched at 
four o’clock yesterday afternoon, in 
order to gain the vicinity of the point 
of attack in sufficient time. 

It is with the deepest regret I have 
to report the failure of both attacks, 
which were made two hours before 
daylight this morning. A copy of 
Lieut.-Colonel Fischer’s veport, here- 
with enclosed, will enable your excel- 
lency to form a tolerably correct judg- 
ment of the cause of the failure of that 
attack. Had the head of the column 
(which had entered the place witiiout 
difficulty or opposition ) been support- 
ed, the enemy must have fled from his 
works, (which were all taken, as was 


contemplated in the instructions, ia 
reverse), or have surrendered. 

The attack on the fort and entrench- 
ments leading from it to the Lake was 
made at the same momenlf by two co- 
lumns ; one under Lieutenant- Colonel 
Drummond, 104th regiment, cemsist- 
ing of the flank companies 41 st a^^d< 
104th regiments, and a body of i^a- 
men and marines, under Capt. Dobbs, 
of the royal navy, on the fort ; the 
other, under Colonel Scott, 108d, 
consisting of the 103d regiment, sup- 
ported by two companies of the roy- 
als, was destined to attack the en- 
trenchments. These columns advan- 
ced to the attack, as soon as the firing 
upon Colonel fischer’s column was 
heard, and succeeded, after a desperate 
resistance, in making a lodgment in 
the fort through the embrazures of 
the demi-bastion, the guns of which 
they had actually turned against the 
enemy, who still maintained the stone- 
building, when moat unfortunately 
some ammunition, which had been 
placed under the platform, caught fire 
from the firing of the guns to the rear, 
and a most tremendous explosion fol- 
lowed, by which almost all the troops 
which had entered the place were 
dreadfully mangled. Panic was in- 
stantly communicated to the troops 
(who could not be persuaded that the 
explosion was accidental), and the 
enemy, at the same time pressing for- 
ward, and commencing a heavy fire of 
musketry, the fort was abandoned, and 
our troops retreated towards the bat- 
tery. 1 immediately pushed out the 
Ist battalion royals, to support and 
cover the retreat, a service which that 
valuable corps executed with great 
steadiness. 

Our loss has been very severe in 
killed and wounded ; and 1 am sorry 
to add, that almost all those return- 
ed missing,” may be considered as 
wounded or killed by the explosion, 
and left in the hands of the enemy. 
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TheYailure of these most important 
attacks has been occasioned by cir- 
cumstances which may be 'considered 
as almost justifying- the momentary 
panic which they produced, and which 
intro4uced a degree of confusion into 
• the columns which, in the darkness 
ofSthe night, the utmost exertions of 
the (^fficers were ineffectual in remo- 
ving. 

The officers appear invariably to 
have behaved with the most perfect 
Coolness and bravery ; nor could any 
•thing exceed the steadiness and order 
with which the advance of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Fischer’s brigade was made, 
until, emerging from S thick wood, it 
found itself suddenly stopped by an 
abbattis, and within a heavy fire of 
musketry and guns from behind a for- 
midable entrenchment. With regard 
to the centre and left columns, under 
Colonel Scott and Lieutenant Colonel 
Drummond, the persevering gallantry 
of both officers and men, until the un- 
fortunate explosion, could not be sur- 
passed* Colonel Sc6tt, 103d, and 
Lieut. -Colonel Drummond, 104?th re- 
giments, who commanded the centre 
and left attacks, were unfortunately 
killed ; and your excellency will per- 
ceive that almost every officer of those 
columns was either killed or wounded 
by the enemy's fire, or by the explo- 
sion. 

My thanks are due to the under- 
mentioned officers, viz. to Lieutenant- 
Colpnel Fischer, who commanded the 
right attack ; to Major Coore, aid-de- 
camp to your excellency, who accom- 
panied that column ; Major Evans, 
of the King’s, commanding the ad- 
vance ; Major Villatte, De Watte- 
ville’s ; Captain Basden, light compa- 
ny 8t^th ; Lieutenant Murray, light 
company lOOth ; 1 also beg to add the 
name of Captain Powell, of the Glen- 
garry light infantry, employed on the 
staff as deputy-assistant in the quar- 
ter-master* general’s department, « who 


conducted Lieut.-Col. Fischer’s co- 
lumn, rand first entered the enemy’s 
entrenchments, and by his coolness and 
gallantry particularly distinguished 
himself ; Major Villatte, of De Watte- 
ville’s re^ment, who led the column 
of attack and entered the entrench- 
ments ; as did Lieutenant Young, of 
the King’s regiment, witli about fifty 
men of the Tight companies of the 
King’s and De Watteville’s regiments; 
Captain Powell reports, that Serjeant 
Powell, of the 19th dragoons, who 
was perfectly acquainted with the 
ground, volunteered to act as guide, 
and preceded the leading subdivision 
in the most intrepid style. In the cen- 
tre and left columns, the exerHons of 
'Major Smelt, 103d regiment, who suc- 
ceeded to the command of the left co- 
lumn, on the death of Colonel Scott ; 
Captains Leonard and Shore, of the 
104th flank company ; Captains Glew, 
Bullock, and O’Keefe, 41st flank 
companies ; Captain Dobbs, royal na- 
vy, eommanding a party of volunteer 
seamen and marines, are entitled to my 
acknowledgments, (they are all wound- 
ed). Nor can I omit mentioning in 
the strongest terms of approbation, 
the active, zealous, and useful exer- 
tions of Captain Elliot, of the 103d 
regiment, deputy-assistant quarter- 
master-general, who was unfortunately 
wounded and taken prisoner ; and Cap- 
tain Barney, of the 89th regiment, who 
had volunteered his service as a tempo- 
rary assistant in the engineer depart- 
ment, conducted the centre column to 
the attack, which he received two 
dangerous wcrbnds. 

To Major Phillot, commanding,roy- 
al artillery, and Captain Sabiruf, who 
commanded the battery as well as the 
field guns, and to the officers and merf 
of that valuable branch of the service, 
serving under them, I afii to*expre8f 
my entire approbation of their ^kill 
and exertions. Lieutenant Charlton, 
royal*artillery, entered the fort with 
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the centre column, fired several rounds 
upon the enemy from his owi^i guns, 
and was wounded by the explosion. 
The ability and exertions of Lieute- 
nant Philpot, royal engineers, and the 
officers and men of that department, 
claim my best acknowledgments. 

To Lieut. -Col. Tu«/ker, who com- 
manded the reserve, and to Lieut. -Col. 
Pearson, inspecting field-officer, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Battersby, Glen- 
garrv light infantry, and Captain 
Walker, incorporated militia, I am 


greatly indebted for their active and 
unremitting attention to the security 
of the outposts. 

To the deputy-adjutant-general, and 
deputy** quarter- master- general, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Harvey, and Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Myers, and to the offi- 
cers of their departments respectively, 
as well as to Captain Foster, my mili- 
tary secreta^, and the officers of my 
personal staff, I am under the greatest 
obligations for the assistance they have 
afforded me. My acknowledgments 
are due to Captain D'Alton, of the 
90th regiment, brigade-major to the 
right division ; and to Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel Nichol, quarter-master-general 
of militia. The exertions of Deputy- 
Commissary- General Turquand, and 
the officers of that department, for 
the supply of the troops ; and the care 
and attention of Staff- Surgeon O’ Ma- 
ly, and the medical officers with the 
division, to the sick and wounded, also 
claim my thanks. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

His Excellency Sir George 

Prevost, Bart. &c. 


N Drummond, 
Lieuteuant-General. 


' Campf August 15, 1814. 

Sir,— I have the honour to neport 
to you, for ^the information of Lieut.- 
Gen. Drummond, that, in compliance 
with the instructions 1 received, the 
brigade under my command, consisting 


of the 8th, and Dc Watteville s regi- 
ment, the light companies of the 89th 
and 100th; with a detachment of ar- 
tillery, attacked, this moiJiing at two 
o’clock, the position of the enemy on 
Snake-hill, and, to my great concern, 
failed in its attempt. 

The flank companies of the brigade, 
who were formed under the orders of 
Major Evans, of the King’s regiment, 
for the purpose of turning the positjpn 
between Snake-hill and the Lake, met 
with a che'ck at the abbattis, which wa^ 
found impenetrable, and was prevent- 
ed by it to support Major De Villatte, 
of De Watteville’s, and Captain Pow- 
ell, of the quarter-master-general’s de- 
partment, who, actually with a few 
men, had turned the enemy’s battery. 

The column of support, consisting 
of the remainder of De Watteville’ a 
and the King’s regiment, forming the 
reserve, in marching too near the Lake, 
found themselves entangled between the 
rocks and the water, and by the re- 
treat of the flank companies, were 
thrown into such confusion, as to ren- 
der it impossible to give them any kind 
of formation during the darkness of the 
night, at which they were exposed to 
a most galling fire of the enemy’s bat- 
tery, and the numerous parties in the 
abl^attis ; and I am perfectly convin- 
ced, that the great number of missing 
are men killed, or severely wounded, 
at that time, when it was impossible to 
give them any assistance. 

After day-break, the troops form- 
ed and retired to the camp. 

I enclose a return of casualties. 

I have the honour, &c. 

( Signed ) J. Fischer, 

Lieut. -Col. De Watteville’® 
Regiment. 

Return of killed, wounded, and miss- 
ing, of the right division, in the as- 
sault of Fort Erie, the l5th of Au- 
gust, 1814. 

Total.-r Killed, —2 lieutenant-colo- 
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nelsy 1 Captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 serjeant, 

I drummer, 51 rank and filfe. 
Wounded,— 1 deputy-assistant quar- 

ter-master-Meneral, 1 major, 8 captains, 

II lieutenants, 2 ensigns, 1 master, J2 
seamen, 20 seneants, 2 drummers, 250 
rank'and files J 

Missing,-—! deputy assistant quar- 
ter- master-general, 1 captain, 3 lieute- 
nants, 2 ensigns, 1 midshipman, 1 ad- 
jqjant, 7 seamen, 41 serjeants, 3 drum- 
mers, 479 rank and file. 


Downing- Streetf Nov. 26. 
A dispatch, of which the following is 
a copy, has been received from JLieu- 
tenant-General Sir George Prevost, 
Bart., addressed to Earl Bathurst, 
one of his majesty’s principal secre- 
taries of state : — 

ff( ad' Quarters, Plaltshurgh, 
State of New Yorky 
September 11. 

My Lord, — Upon the arrival of the 
reinforcements from the Garonne, Host 
no time in assembling three brigades 
on the frontier of Lower Canada, ex- 
tending from the river Richlieu to the 
St Lawrence, and in forming them in- 
to a division, under the command of 
Major General De Rottenburgh, for 
the purpose of carrying into effect his 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent’s 
commands, which had been conveyed to 
me by your lordship, in your dispatch 
of the 3d of June last. As the troops 
cdficentrated and approached the line 
of separation between this province 
and the United States, the Am'erican 
army abandoned its entrenched camp 
on the river Chazy, at Champlain ; a 
position I immediately seized, and oc- 
cupied in force on the 3d instant. The 
following day the whole of the left dy 
vision advanced to the village of Oha- 
zy, without meeting the least opposi- 
tion from the enemy. 

On the 5th it halted within ^eight 


milos of this phee, having surmounted 
the difficulties created by the obstruc- 
tions il the road, from the felling of 
trees and the removal of bridges. The 
next day the division moved upon 
Plattsburgh, in two columns, on pa- 
rallel roads ; the right column led by 
Major- GeneraKPower’s brigade, sup- 
ported by four companiA of light in- 
fantry, and a demi-brigade, under Ma- 
jor-General Robinson j the left by 
Major-Gen. Brisbane’s brigade. The 
enemy’s militia, supported by his re- 
gulars, attempted to impede the ad- 
vance of the right column, but were 
driven before it from all their positions, 
and the column entered Plattsburgh. 
This rapid movement having reversed 
,the strong position taken up by the 
enemy at Dead Creek, it was precipi- 
tately abandoned by him, and his gun- 
boats alone left to defend the ford, and 
to prevent our restoring the bridges, 
which had been imperfectly destroy- 
ed, an inconvenience soon surmounted. 
Heiy I found the enemy in the occu- 
pation of an elevated ridge of land on 
the south branch of the Saranac, 
crowned with three strong redoubts 
and other field-works, and block- 
houses armed with heavy ordnance, 
•with their flotilla (the Saratoga, 26 
guns ; Surprise, 20 guns ; Thunderer, 
16 guns ; Preble, 7 guns ; 10 gun- 
boats, 14 guns) at anchor out of gun- 
shot from the shore, consisting of a 
ship, a brig, a schooner, a sloop, and 
10 gun-boats. I immediately commu- 
nicated the circumstance to Captain 
Downie, w^Jo had been recently ap- 
pointed to iiommand the vessels on 
Lake Champlain, consisting of a ship, 
a brig, 2 sloops, and' 12 gun-Hoats, 
(the Confiance, 36 guns ; Lifinet, 18 
guns ; Broke, 10 guns ; Shannon, 10 
guns^ 12 gun-boats, 16 guns), and 
requested his co operation ; and in the 
mean time batteries were* constructed 
for the guns brought from the rear. 

0« the morning of the 1 1th, our 
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flotilla was seen over the isthmus which 
joins Cumberland-head with tf e main- 
land, steering for Plattsburgh'^Bay. I 
immediately ordered that part of the 
brigade, under Major-Gen. Robinson, 
which had been brought forward, con- 
sisting of four light infantry companies, 
3d battalion 27th,and^6th regiments; 
and Major-General Powers’s brigade, 
consisting of the 3d, 5th, Ist battalion 
27th and 58th regiments, to force the 
ford of the Saranac, and advance, pro- 
vided with scaling ladders, to escalade 
the enemy’s works upon the heights ; 
this force was placed under the com- 
mand of Major- General Robinson. The 
batteries opened their fire the instant 
the ships engaged. 

It is now, with deep concern, I in- 
form your lordship, that, notwith- 
standing the intrepid valour with which 
Captain Downie led his flotilla into 
action, my most sanguine hopes of 
complete success were not long after- 
wards blasted, by a combination, as it 
appeared to us, of unfortunate e^^nts, 
to which naval warfare is peculiarly 
exposed. Scarcely had his majesty’s 
troops forced a passage across the Sa- 
ranac, and ascended the height on 
which stand the enemy’s works, when 
1 had the extreme mortification to 
hear the shout of victory from the 
enemy’s works, in consequence of the 
British flag being lowered on board 
the Confiance and Linnet ; and to sec 
our gun-boats seeking their safety in 
flight. This unlooked-for event de- 
priving me of the co-operation of the 
fleet, without which tho further pro- 
secution of the service ms become im- 
practicable, I did not hesitate to arrest 
the course of the troops advancing to 
the attack, because the most complete 
success would have been unavailing, 
and the possession of the enemy’s works 
offered '^'iio advantage to compensate 
for the loss we must have sustained in 
acquiring possession of them 
1 have ordered the batteries^to be 
11 


dismantled, the guns withdrawn, and 
the baggage, with the wounded men 
who can be removed, to be sent to the 
rear, in order that the tm>op3 may be 
sent to Chazy to-morro4, and on the 
following day to Chanjplain, where I 
propose to halt until I have ascertain- 
ed the use the enemy propose making 
of the naval ascendancy they have ac- 
quired on Lake Champlain. 

L have the honour to be, &c. 

( Signed ) Geo. Prevost. 

JEarl Pariiurst. ‘ 


Admiralty^Office^ Nov, 26- 
Copy of a letter from Commodore Sir 
J. L. Yeo, Commander-in Chief of 
his majesty’s ships and vessels on the 
Lakes of Canada, to J. W. Croker, 
Esq., dated on board his majesty’s 
ship St Lawrence, Kingston - 

i September^ 24, 1814. 

Sir, — I have the honour to trans- 
mit, for the information of the lords 
commissioners of the Admiralty, a copy 
of a letter from Captain Pring, late 
commander of his majesty’s brig Lin- 
net. It appears to me, and I have 
good reason to believe, that Captain 
Downie was urged, and his ship hur- 
ried into action before she was in a fit 
state to meet the enemy. I am also of 
opinion that there was not the least 
necessity for our squadron giving the 
enemy such decided advantages, by go- 
ing into their bay to engage them ; 
even had they been successful, it would 
not in the least have assisted the troops 
in storming the batteries ; whereas, 
had our troops taken their batteries 
first, it would nave obliged thecnemy’s 
squadron to quit the bay, and given 
ours a fair chance. 

» I have the honour to be, &c. 

^ (Signed) 

James Lucas Yeo, 
Commodore and Commander- 
r in-Chief. 
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Vimted States ship Saratoga, 
Pl0sburgh Bay^ 

Chamj^in, Sept IVi ISH. 

Sir,— The gainful task of making 
youacquainte^Mth the circumstances 
«ittendiiig the cibture of his majesty’s 
«quadroTi^ yesteMay, by that of the 
Americans, under . ommodore McDo- 
nough, it grieves me to state, becomes 
my duty to perform, from the ever-to- 
be-Iamcuted loss of that worthy and 
gallSBf officer, Captain Downie, who 
unfortunately fell early in the 

In cpnsequence of the earnest^li- 
citation of his Excellency Sir George 
Prevost for the co-operation of the 
naval force on this lake ^o attack that 
of the enemy, who were placed for the 
support of their works at Plattsburgh, 
which it was proposed should be storm- 
ed by the troops, at the same moment 
the naval action should commence in 
.the bay ; every possible exertion was 
used to accelerate the armament of the 
new ship, that the n>ilitary moveme^ 
might not be postponed at such an 
advanced period of the year longer 
than was absolutely necessary. 

On the 3d inst. 1 was directed to 
proceed in command of the flotilla of 
gun-boats to protect the left flank of 
our army advancing towards Platts- 
burgh 5 and on the following day, af- 
ter taking possession and paroling the 
militia of Isle la Motte, I caused a bat- 
tery of three long eighteen-pounder 
guns to be constructed for the support 
of our position abreast of Little Cha- 
zy, where the supplies for the army 
were ordered to be landed. 

^ The fleet came up on the 8th in«t., 
but for want of stores for the equip- 
ment of the guns, could not move for- 
ward until the 11th ; at day-light we 
weighed, and at seven were m full 
view of the enemy’s fleet, consisting of 
a ship, bng, schooner, and one sloop, 
moored in line, abreast of their encamp- 
ment, with a division of five gun-boats 
on each flank ; at forty minutes past 
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seven, after the pCcers commanding 
vessels* ai^d the flotilla had l^ceived 
their fina^ instructions as to the plan 
of attack, we made sail in order of bat- 
tle.— Captain Downie had determined 
on laying his^ship athwart-hause of the 
enemy, directing Lieutenant M'Ghee, 
of the Chub, to support me in the 
Linnet, in engaging the bpg to the 
right, and Lieutenant Hicks, of the 
Finch, with the flotilla of gun boats* 
to attack the schooner and sloop on 
the left of the enemy’s line. 

At eight tljc enemy’s gun- boats 
and smaller vessels commenc^ a heavy 
and galling fire on our line ; at ten mi- 
nutes after eight, the Confiance, ha- 
ving two anchors shot away from her 
larboard bow, and the wind baflhng* 
w^s obliged to anchor ( though not in 
the situation proposed] within two ca- 
bles’ length of her adversary ; the Lin- 
net and tncGhub soon afterwards took 
their allotted stations, something short 
of that distance, when the crews on 
both sides cheered, and commenced a 
spirited and close action ; a short time* 
however, deprived me of the services 
of Lieutenant M‘Ghee, who, from ha- 
ving his cables, bowsprit, and main- 
boom shot away, drifted within the 
enemy’s line, and was obliged to sur- 
render. 

From the light airs and smoothness 
of the water, the fire on each side pro- 
ved very destructive from the .com- 
mencement of the engagement, and 
with the exception of the brig, that of 
the enemy appeared united against the 
Confiance. After two hours severe 
conflict with dur opponent, she cut 
her cable, ran dbwn, and took shelter 
between the ship and schooner, whifh 
enabled us to direct our fire against 
the division of the enemy’s gunboats 
and ship which had so long annoyed 
•us duriifg our close engagement with 
the brig, without any ret figs dfl our 
part ; at this time the fire ofuthe ene- 
my’s ship slackened considerably> ha- 
• 1 - 
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ving several of her guns dismounted, 
when she cut her cable and ^inded her 
larboard broadside to bear on the Con- 
fiance, who, in vain, endeavoured to 
effect the same operation ; at 33 mi- 
nutes alter ten, I was mi;|ch distressed 
to observe the Confiance had struck 
her colours. The whole attention of 
the enemj^'s force fhen became direct- 
ed towards the Linnet ; the shattered 
and disabled state of the masts, sails, 
ringing, and yards, precluded the most 
distant hope ot being able to effect an 
escape by cutting thp cable ; the 
suit of doing so must in a few minutes 
have been, her drifting alongside the 
enemy’s vessels, close under our lee ; 
but in the hope that the flotilla of 
gufl-hoats, who had abandoned the 
object assigned them, would pcrctive 
our wants and come to our assistance, 
which would afford a reasonable pros, 
pect of being towed clear, I determi- 
ned to resist the then destructive can- 
nonading of the whole of the enemy’s 
fleet, and at the same time dispatched 
Lieutenant H. Drew to ascer*iain the 
state of the Confiance. At 45 minutes 
after ten, I was apprised 6f the irrepa- 
rable loss she had sustained by the 
death of her brave commander (whose 
merits it would be" presumption in me 
to extol,) as well as the great slaugh- 
ter which had taken place on board ; 
and observing from the manoeuvres of 
the flotilla, that 1 could enjoy no fur- 
ther expectations of relief, the situa- 
tion of my gallant comrades, who had 
80 nobly fought, and even now fast 
falling by my side, demanded the sur- 
render of his majesty’s brig entrusted 
to my command, to '’prevent a useless 
waste of valuable lives, and, at the re- 
quest of the surviving officers and men, 
I gave the painful orders for the co- 
lours to be struck. 

Lieutenant Hicks, of tire Finch, 
had'^the fortification to strike on a 
reef of ipocks, to the eastward of Crab 
island, about the middle of the epgage* 


ment, which prevented his « rendering 
that as^tance to the sqijadron, that 
might, from an officer of such ability, 
have been expected. 

The misfortune wh^h this day be- 
fel us by capture sir, I trust, 
apologize for the lengthy detail which, 
in justice to the sufierers, I have deem- 
ed necessary to give of the particulars 
which led to it ; and when it«i$ taken 
into consideration that the Confiance 
was sixteen days before on the^aLocks, 
with |n unorganized crew, composed 
oPo'feVeral drafts of men who had re., 
ceiitly arrived from different ships at 
Quebec, many of whom only joined 
the day before, and were totally un- 
known either to the officers or to each 
other, with the want of guu-locks, as 
well as other necessary appointments 
not to be procured in this country, I 
trust you will feel satisfied of the de» 
cided advantage the enemy possessed, 
exclusive of their great superiority in 
jloint «f force, a comparative state- 
ment [the account of the British force 
has not been transmitted] of which I 
have the honour to annex. It now 
becomes the most pleasing part of my 
present duty to notice to you the de- 
termined skill and bravery of the offi- 
cers and men in this unequal contest ; 
but it grieves me to state, that the 
loss sustained in maintaining it has 
been so great ; that of the enemy, I 
understand, amounts to something 
more than the same number. 

The fine style in which Captain 
Downie conducted the squadron into 
action, amidst a tremendous fire, with- 
out returning a shot, until secured, 
reflects the greatest credit to his me- 
mory, for his judgment and coolness, 
as also on Lieutenants McGhee and 
Hicks for so strictly attending to his 
example and instructions : Their own 
accounts of the capture of their re- 
spective vessels, as well as that of Lieu- 
tenant Robertson, who succeeded to 
the command of the Conflanee, will, 1 
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feel aasund, do 'nmple justice to the 
merits of the officers and meO^erving 
under their immediate commanp ; but 
I cannot omit policing the individual 
conduct of lAutenants Robertson) 
Creswick, and l)|prnby, and Mr Bry- 
den, master, for lieir particular exer- 
tion in endeavouring to bring the Con- 
fiance’s starboard side to bear on the 
enemy, €fter most of their guns were 
dismounted on the other. « 

I t^rtm possible for me to express to 
yo^ my admiration of the officmjmd 
crew se/ving under my personaT^r- 
defs ; their coolness and steadiness, the 
^effect of which was proved by their ir- 
resistible fire directed towards the brig 
opposed to us, claims nay warmest ac- 
knowledgments, but more particularly 
for preserving the same so long after 
the whole strength of the enemy had 
been directed against the Linnet alone* 
My First Lieutenant, Mr William 
Drew, whose merits 1 have before had 
the honour to report to yon, behave 
on this occasion in the most exemplary 
manner* 

By the death of Mr Paul, acting 
second lieutenant, the service has been 
deprived of a most valuable and brave 
officer ; he fell early in the action. 
Great credit is due to Mr Giles, pur- 
ser, for volunteering his services on 
deck ; to Mr Mitchell, surgeon, for. 
the skill he evinced in performing some 
amputations required at the moment, 
as well as his great attention to the 
w^nnded during the action, at the 
cl^e pf which the water was nearly a 
foot above the lower deck, from the 
number of shot which struck her be- 
tween wind and water. I have to re- 
ret the loss of the boatswain, Mr 
ackson, who was killed a few minutes 
before the action terminated. The 
assistance 1 received from Mr Muckle, 
the gunner, and also from Mr Clark, 
master’s mate, Messrs Towke and 
Sinclair, .midshipmen, the latter of 
4 * 


whom was wounded in the head, and 
Mr Guy, ^y clerk, will, 1 hope, re- 
commend them, as well as the whole 
of my gallant little crew, to your no- 
tice. 1 have much satisfaction in ma- 
king you acquainted with the Humane 
treatment the wounded have received 
from Commodore McDonough ; they 
were immediately removed to his own 
hospital on Crab Island, and were fur- 
nished with every requisite. His ge- 
nerous and polite attention to myself, 
the officers, and men, will ever hereaf- 
ter be gratefull)^ remembered. 

Enclosed I beg leave to transmit 
you the return of killed and wounded, 
and have the honour to be, &c. 

Danill PiUNO, Captain, 
Late of his majesty’s slobp 
' Linnet. 


Doming- street y fsept, 27. 

Captain Smith, Assistant Adjutant- 
General to the troops under the com- 
mand of Major-General Ross, arrived 
this moining with a dispatch from that 
officer, addressed to Earl Bathurst, 
one of his majesty’s principal secreta- 
ries of state, of which the following is 
a copy : 

Tomianty in the Paluxenty Aug, 30. 

My Lord,— I have the honour to 
communicate to your lordship, that on 
the night of the 2kh instant, after de- 
feating the army of the United States 
on that day, the troops under my com- 
mand entered and took possession of 
the city of Washington. 

It was detentiined between Sir A, 
Cochrane and my^If, to disembark the 
army at the village of Benedict, on 
right of the Patuxent, with the inten- 
tion of co-operating with Rcar-Aami- 
ral Cockburn, in an attack upon a i}o- 
tilla of she enemy’s gun> boats, under 
the command of Commodoi^. BaTliey. 
On the 20th instant,* the army com- 
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menced its march, having landed the 
previous day without opposition : On 
the 2 let it reached Nottingham, and 
on the 22d moved on to Upper Marl- 
borough, a few miles distant from Pig 
Point, on the Patuxent, v^here Admi- 
ral Cockburn fell in with and defeated 
the flotilla, taking ^nd destroying the 
whole. Having advanced to within 
sixteen miles oi Washington, and as- 
certaining the force of the enemy to 
be such as might authorise an attempt 
at carrying his capital, I determined 
to make it, and acco.-dingly put the 
troops in movement on the evening of 
the 23d. A corps of about 1200 men 
appeared to oppose us, but retired af- 
ter firing a few shots. On the 24-th 
the ‘troops resumed their march, and 
reached B laden sberg, a village situated 
on the left bank of the eastern branch 
of the Potowmac, about five miles from 
Washington. 

On the opposite side of that river 
the enemy was discovered strongly 
posted on very commanding heights^ 
formed in two lines, his advance occu- 
pying a fortified house, which, with 
artillery, covered the bridge over the 
eastern branch, across which the Bri- 
tish troops had to pass. A broad and 
straight road, leading from the bridge 
to Washington, ran through the ene- 
my’s position, which was carefully de- 
fended by artillery and riflemen* 

The disposition for the attack being 
made, it was. commenced with so much 
impetuosity by the li^ht brigade, con- 
sisting of the 85th light infantry and 
the light infantry companies of the 
army, under the command of Colonel 
Thornton, that the fortifi^fed house was 
shortly carried, the enemy retiring to 
the higher grounds. 

In support of the light brigade I 
ordered up a brigade under the com- 
mand of Colonel Brooke, wfio, with' 
the 44th- regiment, attacked the ene- 
left, the 4th regiment pressing 
Ilia right with such effect as f,o cause 


him to abandon his guns. ^His first 
line givilfg way, was driven on the se- 
cond, which, yielding to the irresisti- 
ble attack of the baw net, and the 
well-directed discharg^f rockets, got 
into confusion and ^d, leaving the 
British masters of thp field. *The ra- 
pid flight nf the enemy, and his know- 
ledge of the country, precluded the 
possibility of many prisoners bbing ta- 
kf*n, more particularly as the troops 
had, during the day, undergone^ :6nsi- 
deraj)k fatigue. ^ 

The enemy’s army, amounting tq 8 
or 9000 men, with 3 or 400 cavalry, 
was under the command of General 
Winder, being formed of troops drawn 
from Baltimore and Pennsylvania. His 
artillery, ten pieces of which fell into 
our hands, was commanded by Com- 
modore Barney, who was wounded 
and taken prisoner. The artillery I 
directed to be destroyed. 

y Having halted the army for a short 
tA^ie, I determined to march upon 
Washington, and reached that city at 
eight o’clock that night. Judging it 
of consequence to complete the de- 
struction of the public buildings with 
the least possible delay, so that the 
army might retire without loss of time, 
the following buildings were set fire to 
and consumed ; — The capitol, inclu- 
ding the senate-house and house of re- 
presentation, the arsenal, the dock- 
yard, treasury, war-officc, president’s- 
palace, rope- walk, and the great bridge 
across the Potowmac : In the dock- 
yard a frigate nearly ready to be 
launched, and a sloop* of war, were 
consumed. The two bridges leading 
to Washington over the eastern branch 
had been destroyed by the enemy, who 
apprehended an attack from that quar- 
ter. The object of the expedition be- 
ing accomplished, 1 determined, be- 
fq»*e any greater force of the enemy 
could be assembled, to withdraw the 
ttoops, and accordingly commenced 
retiring on the night of the 25th. On 
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the eveniri^ of the 29th we reached 
Benedict^ and re-embarked th^ollow- 
ing dajr. In the performance. of the 
operation 1 hwe detailed^ it is with 
the utmost satMaction I observe to 
your lordship, tnijt cheerfulness in un- 
dergoing*fatigue,|and anxiety for the 
accomplishment of the object, were 
conspicuous in all ranks. 

To Sir Alexander Cochrane my 
. thanks are due, for his ready compli 
ance%/fth every wish conrrected with 
the#welfare of the troops, and tb<^8uc- 
cess of t.he expedition. * 

^^o Rear-Admiral Cockburn, who 
''^suggested the attack upon Washing- 
ton, and who accompanied the army, 
I confess the greatest obligation for 
his cordial co-operation and advice- 
Colonel Thornton, who led the at- 
tack, is entitled to every praise for 
the noble example he set, which was 
* so well followed by Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Wood and the 85th light infantrvt 
and by Major Jones of the 4th foo^^ 
with the light companies attached to 
the light brigade- 

I have to express my approbation 
of the spirited conduct of Colonel 
Brooke, and of his brigade j the 44th 
regiment, which he led, distinguished 
itself under the command of Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Mullens; the gallantry 
of the foot, under the command of* 
Major Faunce, being equally conspi- 
cuous. 

The exertions of Captain Mitchell, 
of the royal artillery, in bringing the 
guns -into action, were unremitting; 
to him, and to the detachment under 
his command, including Captain Dea- 
qon’s rocket brigade, and the marine 
rocket corps, I feel every obliga- 
tion. Captain Lempriere, of the royal 
artillery, mounted a small detachment 
of the artillery drivers, which proved 
of great utility, ^ 

The assistance afforded by Captain 
Blanchard, of the royal engineers, in 
the duties of his department, was of 


great advantage. -To the zeabus ex- 
ertions of Captains Wainwright, Pal- 
mer, and Money, of the royal navy» 
and to those of the officers and seamen 
w'ho landed with them, the service is 
highly indebted ; the latter, Captain 
Money, had charge of the seamen at- 
tached to the marine artillery. To 
Captain M^Dougall, of the 86th foot, 
who acted as my aide-de-camp, in con- 
sequence of the indisposition of my 
aide-de-camp, Captain Falls, and to 
the officers of my staff, I feel much 
Indebted. , 

I must beg leave to call your lord- 
ship^s attention to the zeal and indefa- 
tigable exertions of Lieutenant Evans, 
acting deputy-quarter-master-gcneral. 
The intelligence displayed by that*of- 
ficer in circumstances of considerable 
difficulty induces me to hope he will 
meet with some distinguished mark of 
approbation. I have reason to be m- 
tistied with the arrangements of As- 
sistant Commissary General Lawrence. 

An attack upon an enenu*^ so strong- 
ly poste'd could not be effected with- 
out loss. I have to lament that the 
wounds received by Colonel Thorn- 
ton, and the other officers and soldiers 
left ^ at Bladensburgh, were such as 
prevented their removal. As many of 
the* wounded as could be brought off 
were removed, the others being left 
with medical care and attendants. The 
arrangements made by Staff Surgeon 
Baxter for their accommodation have 
been as satisfactory as circumstances 
would admit of. The agent for Bri- 
tish prisoners of war very fortunately 
residing at Bladensburgh, I have re- 
commended the wounded officers and 
men to his particular attention, and 
trust to his being able to effect iheir 
exchange when sufficiently recovered. 

Captain Smith, assistaiit-adjutant- 
*general to the troops, who wiljjiave 
the honour to deliver this diapa^, I 
beg leave to recommend to your lord- 
ship’s protection, as an officer of much 
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merit and great 'promise, and, capable 
of affording any further ^information 
that may be requisite. 

Sanguine in hoping for the appro- 
bation of his Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent, and of his majesty’s 
government, as to the conduct of the 
troops under my command, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) 

Rob. ROsSS, Major-Gen. 

I beg leave to enclose herewith a 
return of the killed, wounded, an'd 
missing, in the action of the 24*th in- 
stant, together with a statement of the 
ordnance, ammunition, and ordnance 
stores taken from the enemy between 
the 19th and 25th August, and like- 
wise sketches of the scene of action 
and of the line of march. 

Return of the killed, wounded, and 
missing of the troops under the 
command of Major-General Ross, 
in action with the enemy, on the 
24th August, 1814, on the heights 
above Bladensburgh. 

Total— 1 captain, 2 lieutenants, 5 
Serjeants, 56 rank and file, 10 horses, 
killed ; 2 lieutenant-colonels, 1 major, 
1 captain, 14 lieutenants, 2 ensigns, 10 
Serjeants, 155 rank and file, 8 horses, 
wounded. 

Return of ordnance, ammunition, and 
ordnance stores taken from the ene- 
my by the army under the com- 
mand of Major-Gen. R. Ross, be- 
tween the 19th and 25th Aug. 1814. 
Total amount of cannon taken — 
206 . 

500 barrels of powder, 
jl 00,000 rounds of musket-ball car- 
tridge. 

40 barrels of fine-grained powder. 
A large quantity of ammunition of 
diUerent natures made up. 

. The navy yard and arsenal having 
been set on fire by the enemy before 


they retired, an immense Quantity of 
stores/bf every description was de- 
stroyed, of which no account could be 
taken ; seven or eiglyi very heavy ex- 
plosions during the feht denoted that 
there had been h magazines of 
powder. 

(Signed) 

F. G. J- Williams, Lieutenant 
royal artillery, A. Q. M. 

N. B. The remains of near 20,000- 
stand of arms were discovere®,' which 
had>een destroyed by the enemy 


Admiralty^Ojfflcej Sept. 27. 

Captain Wainwright of his majesty’s 
ship Tonnant, arrived this morning at 
this office with dispatches from Vice- 
Admiral the Honourable Sir Alexan- 
der Cochrane, K.B. to John Wilson 
Croker, Esq, of which the following 
are copies 

.y Tonjiantf m the Patuxent^ Sept 2*; 

Sir,— I have the honour to acquaint 
you, for the information of my lords 
commissioners of the Admiralty, of the 
proceedings of his majesty’s combined 
sea and land forces since my arrival 
with the fleet within the capes of Vir- 
ginia ; and I beg leave to offer my 
congratulations to their lordships upon 
the successful termination of an expe- 
dition, in which the whole of the ene- 
my’s ^tilla under Commodore Barney 
has been captured or destroyed ; his 
army, though greatly superior in num- 
ber, and strongly posted with cannon, 
defeated at Bladensburgh — the city of 
Washington taken, the capitol, with 
all the public buildings, military arse- 
nals, dock-yard, and the rest of their 
naval establishments, together with a 
vast quantity of naval and military 
stores, a frigate of the largest class 
ready to launch, and a sloop of war 
afloat — either blown up or reduced to 
ashes. 

Such a series of successes in the 
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centre of an enemy country, sur- 
rounded by a numerous population, 
could not be acquired without loss, 
and we have |p lament the fall of some 
Valuable ofHcm and mt'ii : But con- 
sidering the dii^'ulties the forces had 
to contend with J the extreme heat of 
the climate, and their coming into ac- 
tion at the end of a long march, our 
casualties are astonishingly few. 

My letters of the 11 th of August 
will n’3ve acquainted their lordships of 
nvy waiting in the Chesapeake^or the 
arrivahof Rear-Admiral Malcolm, with 
ttie expedition from Bermuda. 

The rear-admiral joined me on the 
17th, and as I had gaiqpd information 
from Rear Admiral Cockburn, whom 
I found in the Potowmac, that Com- 
modore Barney, with the Baltimore 
flotilla, had taken shelter at the head 
of the Patuxent, this afforded a pre- 
text for ascending that river to attack 
him near its source, above Pig Pojnt, 
while the ultimate destination of 
combined force was Washington, 
should it be found that the attempt 
might be made with any prospect of 
success. To give their lordships a 
more correct idea of the place of at- 
tack, I send a sketch of the country 
upon which the movements of the ar- 
my and navy are pourtraycd j by it 
their lordships will observe that the 
best approach to Washington is by 
port Tobacco, upon the Potowmac, 
and Benedict, upon the Patuxent, from 
both of which are direct and good 
roads to that city, and their distances 
nearly alike : The roads from Benedict 
divide about five miles inland ; the one 
by Piacataway and Bladensburgh, the 
other following the course of the ri- 
ver, although at some distance from it, 
owing to the creeks that run up the 
country ; this last passes through the 
towns of Nottingham and Marlbo-* 
rough to Bladensburg, at which town 
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the river called ^he Eastern Branch, 
that boimds Washington to the east- 
ward, is ^fordable, and the distance is 
about five miles. There are two 
bridges over this river at the city; 
but it was not to be expectcd'that the 
enemy would leave them accessible to 
an invading army. 

Previously to fhy enteri^ the Pa- 
tuxent, I detached Captain Gordon, 
of his majesty's ship Seahorse, with 
that ship and the ships and bombs na- 
med in the margin,^ up the Potow- 
* mac, to bombard Fort Washington 
(which is situated on the left bank of 
that river, about ten or twelve miles 
below the city), with a view of de- 
stroying that fort, and opening a free 
communication above, as well as to 
c5ver the retreat of the army, should 
its return by the Bladensburgh road be 
found too hazardous from the acces- 
sion of strength the enemy might ob- 
tain from Baltimore 5 it was al-o rea- 
sonable to expect, that the militia from 
the country to the northward and 
westward would flock in, so soon as it 
should be known that their capital 
was threatened. 

Captain Sir Peter Parker, in the 
Menelaus, with some small vessels, was 
seftt up the Chesapeake above Balti- 
more,^ to divert the attention of the 
enemy in that quarter; and I pro- 
ceeded, with the remainder of the na- ' 
val force and the troops, up this river, 
and landed the army upon the 19th 
and 20 th at Benedict. 

So soon as the necessary provisions 
and stores could be assembled and ar- 
ranged, Major General Ross, with his 
army, moved towards Nottingham, 
while our flotilla, consisting of the 
armed launches, pinnactfs, barges, *and 
other boats of the fleet, under the 
command of Rear-Admiral Cockhiurn,* 
passed» up the river, being instructed 
to keep upon the right ^nlr-^of the 

Meteor, Manby, anJ Erebus, 
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army, for the ilouble^purpose of sup- 
plying it with provisions, and, if ne- 
cessary, to pass it over to ^ the left 
bank of the river, into Calvert county, 
which secured a safe retreat to the 
ships should it be judged riecessary* 

The army reached Nottingham up- 
on the 21st, and on jhe following day 
arrived at Marlborough ; The flotilla 
continued advancing towards the sta- 
tion of Commodore Barney, about 
three miles above Pig Point, who, al- 
though much superior in force to that 
sent against him, did not wait an at- 
tack, but, at the appearance of our 
boats, set fire to his flotilla, and the 
whole of his vessels, excepting one, 
were blown up. 

For the particulars of this well- 
executed service, 1 must refer their 
lordships to Rear-Admiral Cockburn's 
report. No. 1, who, on the same even- 
ing, conveyed to me an account of his 
success, and intimation from Major- 
General Ross, of his intention to pro- 
ceed to the city of Washington con- 
sidering, from the information he had 
received, that it might be assailed, if 
done with alacrity ; and in consequence 
had determined to march that evening 
upon Bladensburgh. The **emaining 
boats of the fleet were immediately 
employed in conveying up the river 
supplies of provisions for the forces 
upon their return to Nottingham, 
agreeably to an arrangement made by 
tlie rear-admiral, who proceeded on in 
company with the army. 

The report. No. 2, of Rear Admiral 
Cockburn’s, will inform their lord- 
ships of the brilliant successes of the 
forces, after their departure from Marl- 
borough, where they returned upon 
the ^th, and having reached Bene- 
dict upon the 29th, the expedition 
was embarked in good order. 

On combined services, such as we 
have been.cngaged in, it gives me the 
greatest pleasure to find myself united 
with so able and experienced an officer 


as Major General Ross, in whom wne 
blended /nose qualities so essential ta 
promote. success, where co-operatioi^ 
between the two servicesv becomes ne» 
cessary ; and J have mgth satisfaction* 
in noticing the unanirij^ty that prevail- 
ed between the arm^ and navy, as I 
have also in stating to their lordships 
that Major-General Ross has express- 
ed his full approbation of the c^mduct 
of the officers, seamen, and marines 
acting with the army, 

I before had occasion to sperk 
of tfie unremitting zeal and exertion of 
Rear-Admiral Cockburn during the 
time be commanded in the Chesapeake 
under my orders the interest and abi- 
lity which he has manifested through- 
out this late arduous service justly en- 
title him to my besfthanks, and to the 
acknowledgments of my Lords Com* 
missioners of the Admiralty. 

Rear-Admiral Malcolm, upon every 
occasion, and particularly in his ar- 
ra igement for the speedy re-embarka* 
tion of the troops, rendered me essen- 
tial assistance ; and to him, as well at 
to Rear-Admiral Codrington, captain 
of the fleet, I am indebted for the ala* 
crity and order with which the labori* 
ous duties in the conveying of supplies 
to the army were conducted. 

For the conduct of the captains and 
officers of the squadron employed in 
the flotilla, and with the army, 1 must 
beg leave to refer their lordships to 
the reports of Rear-Admiral Cock- 
burn, and to call their favourable con- 
sidei^ation to those whom the reasrad- 
miral has had occasion to particularly 
notice. While employed immediately, 
under my eye, I had every reason to 
be perfectly satisfied with their zealous 
emulation, as well as that of every 
seaman and marine, to promote the ser- 
vice in which they were engaged. 

Captain Wainwright, of his majes- 
ty's ship Tonnant, will have the ho- 
nour to deliver this dispatch to you ; 
and; as be was actually employed hoik- 
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with th«^ flotilla and with the army in 
the whole of their proceedifi;js, I beg 
leave to refer their lordships to him 
for any farther particulars, 

^ have not^et received any returns 
from the ships ^Viployed in the Potow- 
mac, tile winds liaving been unfavour- 
able to tl>eir coming down ; but by 
the information I gain from the coun- 
try people, they have completely suc- 
ceeded in the capture and destruction 
or Fart Washington, which has been 
yown up. 

I l^ve the honour to be, &c. • 
(Signed) 

Alexander Cochrane, 
Vice-Admiral jyid Commander 
in Chief. 

John Wilson Crokef, Esq. 

On board the Resolution Tender^ 
off' Mount Calvert t Monday 
nighty August y 1814s 
Sir,— I have the honour to inform 
you, that after parting from yoiU at 
Benedict on the evening of the tiOth 
instant, I proceeded up the Patuxent 
with the boats and tenders, the marines 
of the ships being embarked in them, 
under the command of Captain Ro- 
byns, ( the senior officer of that corps 
in the fleet), and the marine artillery, 
under Captain Harrison, in their two 
tenders ; the Severn and Hebrus fri- 
gates, and the Manly sloop, being di- 
rected to follow us up the river, as far 
as might prove practicable. 

The boats and tenders I placed in 
thjee divisions; The first under the 
immediate command of Captains Sulli- 
van (the senior commander employed 
on the occasion ) and Badcock ; the 
second, under Captains Money and 
Somerville ; the third, under Captain 
Ramsay ; the whole under the super- 
intendaiice and immediate management 
of Captain Wainwright, of the '/^on- 
nant, Lieutenant James Scott ( 1st of 
the Albion) attending as my aide-de- 
camp. 


1 endeavoured to keep with the 
boats and tenders as nearly as possible 
abreast qf the army under Major*Oe* 
neral Ross, that 1 might communicate 
with him as occasion oiferedi accord** 
ing to the plan previously arranged ; 
and about mid* day yesterday 1 accord* 
ingly anchored aj the ferry-house op- 
posite Lower Marlborough, where 1 # 
met the general, and where the army 
halted for some hours, after ^hich he 
marched for Nottingham, and 1 pro- 
ceeded on for the same place with the 
boats. On ouqapproaching that town^ 
a few shots were exchanged between 
the leading boats and some of the ene- 
my’s cavalry ; but the appearance of 
our army advancing caused them to re- 
tire with precipitation. Capts. Nourse 
and Palmer, of the Severn and Hebru8» 
joined me this day with their boat8» 
having found it impracticable to get 
their ships higher than Benedict. 

The major-general remained with 
the army at Nottingham, and the 
boats and tenders continued anchored 
off it^uring the night and soon after 
day-light this morning, the whole mo- 
ved again forward ; but the wind blow- 
ing during the morning down tluj ri- 
ver, and llie channel being excessively 
narrow, and the advance of our ten- 
ders cbnsequently slow, I judged it 
advisable to push on with the boats,, 
only leaving the tenders to follow as 
they could. 

On approaching Pig Point (where 
the enemy’s flotilla was said to be), 4 
landed the marines under Captains Ro- 
byns on the left bank of the river, and 
directed him*to march round and at- 
tack, on the litud side, the town situa- 
ted on the point, to draw from u^the 
attention of such troops as mjght be 
there for its defence, and the defence 
of the flotilla; I then proceeded oa* 
with fhe boats, and, as we opened the 
reach above Pig Point, I plaiiily disco- 
vered Commodore Barney’s broad pen- 
dant in the headmost vessel, a large 
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sloop, and the remainder of the flotilla 
extending in a long line asterti of her. 
Our boats now advanced towards them 
as rapidly as possible, but on nearing 
them, we observed the sloop bearing 
the broad pendant to be nn fire, and 
she very soon afterwards blew up. I 
now saw clearly thgt they were all 
♦abandoned and on fire, with trains to 
their magazines ; and out of the se- 
venteen vessels which composed this 
formidable and so-much-vaunted flo- 
tilla, sixteen were in quick succession 
blown to atoms, and the seventeenth 
(in which the fire had not taken! we 
captured. The commodore^s sloop 
was a large armed vessel ; the others 
were gun-boats, all having a long gun 
in the bow, and a carronade in the 
stern ; the calibre of the guns anil 
number of the crew of each differed in 
proportion to the size of the boat, 
varying from SS-pounders and sixty 
men to 1 8- pounders and forty men. I 
found here, lying above the flotilla, 
•under its protection, thirteen merchant 
schooners, some of which not being 
worth bringing away, I caused to be 
burnt ; such as were in good condition 
I directed to be moved to Pig Point. 
Whilst employed in taking these ves- 
sels, a few shot were fired at us by 
some of the men of the flotilla from 
the bushes on the shore near us ; but 
Lieutenant Scott, whom 1 had landed 
for that purpose, soon got hold of 
them, and made them prisoners. Some 
horsemen likewise showed themselves 
on the neighbouring heights, but a 
rocket or Uvo dispersed them; and 
Captain Robyns, who had got pos- 
session of Pig Point witj|;out resistance, 
now spreading his men through the 
country, the enemy retreated to a disr 
tance^ and left ns in quiet possession 
of the town, the neighbourhood, and 
our prizes. ^ 

A large tjuantity of tobacco having 
been found in the town at Pig Point, 
1 have left Captain Robyns, with the 


marines, Captain Nourse, i^ith two 

divisions the boats, to hold the 
place, and shin the tobacco into the 
prizes ; and I nave movad back with 
the third division to this^oint, to ena<* 
ble me to confer on o\£- future opera- 
tions with the major •gj^ueral, who has 
been good enough to send his aide de* 
camp to inform me of his safe arrival, 
with the army under his command, at 
Uiper Marlborough. 

in congratulating you, sir, wfllcri I 
do mojMincerely, on the complete de- 
struction of this flotilla of the enemy, 
which has lately occupied so much of 
our attention, 1 must beg to be per- 
mitted to assure you, that the cheerful 
and indefatigable exertions on this oc- 
casion of Capts. Wainwright, Nourse, 
and Palmer, and of Captain Sullivan, 
the other commanders, officers, and 
men, in the boats you have placed un- 
der my orders, most justly entitle them 
to my warmest acknowledgments and 
my earnest recommendation to your 
favourable notice. 

1 have the lionour to be, &c. 

(Signed) G. Cockburn, 
Rear-admiral. 

Vice-Admiral the Hon. Sir 
Alexander Cochrane, K.B. 

&c. &c- &c. &c. 


JJis Majesty^s Sloop Manli/t off' 
Nottingham^ Patuxent^ '■SJth 
August. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to inform you, 
that agreeably to the intentions I no- 
tified to you in tny letter of the 22d 
instant, 1 proceeded by land on the 
morning of the ^Sd to Upper Marlbo- 
rough, to meet and confer with Ma- 
jor-General Ross as to our further 
operations against the enemy ; and we 
werp not long in agreeing on the pro- 
priety of making an immediate attempt 
on the city of Washington. 

In conformity, therefore, with the 
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(wisliei of the general, I . instantly sent 
orders for our marine and paval forces 
at Pig Point to be forthwith moved 
over to Mount Calvert, and for the 
marines, mmne artillery, and a pro- 
portion of pe seamen, to be there 
landed, and yith the utmost possible 
expedition to join the army, which I 
also most readily agreed to accompany. 

The major-general then made his 
dispositions, and arranged that/Cap- 
*T:aii! Robyns, with the marines of the 
• ships, should retain possession of Up- 
per^Marlborough, and that the*marine 
artillery and seamen should follow the 
army to the ground it was to occupy 
for the night. The,army then moved 
on, and bivouacked before dark, about 
five miles nearer Washington. 

In the night, Captain Palmer of 
the Hebrus, and Captain Money of 
the Trave, joined us with the seamen 
and with the marine artillery under 
Captain Harrison. Captain Wain- 
wright, of the Tonnant, had accom- 
panied me the day before, as had also 
Lieutenant James Scott (acting first 
lieutenant) of the Albion. 

At daylight the morning of the 24th, 
the major-general again put the army 
in motion, directing his march upon 
Bladensburg; on reaching which place, ^ 
with the advanced brigade, the enemy ' 
was discovered drawn up in force 'on a 
rising ground beyond tne town ; and 
byt he lire he soon opened on us as we 
entered the place, gave us to understand 
he was well protected with artillery. 
Lreneral Ross, however, did not hesi- 
tate in immediately advancing to at- 
tack him, although our troops were 
almost exhausted with the fatigue of 
the march they had just made, and 
but a small proportion of our little 
army had yet got up ; this dashing 
measure was, however, 1 am happy to 
add, crowned with the siiccess^it me- 
rited ; for, in spite of the galling fire 
of the enemy, our troops advanced 
steadily on both his flanks, and in his 


front ; and a» soon'as they arrived on 
even ^omnd with him, he fled in every 
direction, leaving behing him ten pieces 
of cannon, and a consi&rable number 
of killed and wounded ; ^mongst the 
latter Commodore Barney, and several 
other officers; some other prisoners 
were also take^, though not many, ow- 
ing to the swiftness wkh which the 
enemy went off, and the fatigues our 
army had previously undergone. 

It would, sir, be deemed presump- 
tion in me to attempt to give you par- 
ticular details respecting the nature of 
this battle ; I shall therefore only re- 
mark generally, that the enemy, eight 
thousand strong, on ground he had 
chosen as best adapted for him to de- 
fend, where he had had time*to erect 
his batteries, and concert all his mea- 
sures, was dislodged as soon as reach- 
ed, and a victory gained over him by 
a division of the British army, not 
amounting to more than fifteen hun- 
dred men, headed by our gallant gene- 
ral, whose brilliant atchievemeot of 
thiJ day it is beyond my power to do 
justice to, and indeed no possible com- 
ment could enhance. 

The seamen, with the guns, were, 
^to their great joaortification, with the 
rear division during this short but de- 
cisive action ; those, however, attach- 
ed to the rocket brigade, were in the 
battle, and 1 remarked with much plea- 
sure the precision with which the rock* 
ets were thrown by them, under the 
direction of First Lieutenant Law- 
rence of the marine artillery ; Mr Je- 
remiah M‘Daniel, master’s mate of the 
Tonnant, a very fine young man) who 
was attached to this party, being se- 
verely wounded, I b^g permission to 
recommend him to your favourable 
consideration. The company of ma- 
rines 1 have on so many occasions had 
cauie to mention to you, commanded 
by First Lieutenant ^epKens, was 
also in the action, as were the colonial 
marines, under the temporary command 
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of Captain Reed, of the 6th West In- 
dia regiment {these companies being 
attached to the light brigade,) and 
they respectively behaved with their 
accustomed zeal and bravery. None 
other of the naval department were 
fortunate enough to arrive up in time 
to take their share in this battle, ex- 
cepting Captain Palmer, of the He- 
bru8, with his aid-de-camp, Mr Ar- 
thur Wakefield, midshipman of that 
ship, and Lieutenant James Scott, 
first of the Albion, who acted as my 
aid-de-camp, and remained with me 
during the whole time. 

The contest being completely ended, 
and the enemy having retired from the 
field, the general gave the army about 
two hours rest, when he again moved 
forward on Washington. It was, 
however, dark before we reached the 
city ; and on the general, myself, and 
some officers, advancing a short way 
past the first houses of the town, with- 
out being accompanied by the troops, 
the enemy opened upon us a heavy fire 
of musketry from the capitol and dther 
houses ; these were therefore immedi- 
ately stormed by our people, taken 
possession of, and set on fire, after 
which the town submitted without fur- 
ther resistance^ 

The enemy himself, on our entering 
the town, set fire to the navy yard, 
filled with naval stores, a frigate of 
the largest class, almost ready for 
launching, and a sloop of war laying 
oft it, as he also did to the fort which 
protected the sea approach to Wash- 
ington. 

On taking possession of the city, 
we also set fire to the president's pa- 
lace, the treasury, and the war- office ; 
and in fthe morning Captain Wain- 
wright went with a party to see that 
ttie destruction in the navy-yard was 
complete, when he destroyed whatever 
stores and bcnldings had escaped the 
flames of the preceding night ; a large 
quantity of ammunition and ordnance 


stores were likewise destroyed T)y 
in the arsenal, as were about two hun- 
dred pieces, of artillery of different ca^ 
libres, as well as a vast caiantity of 
small arms. T wo rope-w^ks of a very 
extensive nature, full of/ar rope, &c. 
situated at a considerabl^rdistanceTrom 
the yard, were likewise set fire to and 
consumed. In short, sir, I do not be- 
lieve a vestige of public property, or a 
storcjfof any kind, which could be con- 
verted to the use of the govcrnirfenl/ 
escaped ^J^truction ; the bridges across r 
the eastern branch and the Potowmac 
were likewise destroyed. 

This general devastation being com- 
pleted during the day of the 25th, we 
marched again at nine that night on 
our return, by Bladensburg, to Upper 
Marlborough. 

We arrived yesterday evening at the 
latter without molestation of any sort, 
indeed, without a single musket having 
been fired $ and this morning we mo- 
ved on to this place, where I have 
found his majesty's sloop Manly, the 
tenders, and the boats, and I have 
hoisted my flag, 'pro tempore^ in the 
former. The troops will probably 
march to-morrow, or the next day at 
farthest, to Benedict, for re-embarka- 
tion, and this flotilla will of course 
join you at the same time. 

In closing, sir, my statement to you, 
of the arduous and highly important 
operations of this last week, I have a 
most pleasing duty to perform, in as- 
suring you oF the good conduct of the 
officers and men who have been serving 
under me. I have been particularly in- 
debted, whilst on this service, to Capt. 
Wainwright, of theTonnant,forthea«. 
sistance he has invariably afforded me ; 
and to Captains Palmer and Money, for 
their exertions duringthe march to and 
from Washington. To Captain Nourse, 
who has commanded the flotilla during 
my absence, my acknowlcdgemenSs 
are also most justly due, as well as to 
Captains Suliivan, Badcock, Somer- 
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▼flic, l^amsay, and Bruce, who have 
acted in it under him. ^ 

Lieutenant James Scott, - now first 
lieutenant oS the Albion, has on tliis 
occasion renef^ed me essential services; 
and as I haveYiad reason so often of 
late to^mentionyo you the gallant and 
meritorious conduct of this officer, I 
trust you will permit me to seize this 
opportunity of recommending him 
^rticularly to your favourable notice 
and Consideration# 

• Captain Robyns (the senior officer 
of nwrines with the fleet,) who has* 
had, during these operations, the ma- 
rines of the ships united under his or- 
ders, has executed ab)^ and zealously 
the several services with which he has 
been intrusted, and is entitled to my 
best acknowledgments accordingly ; 
as is also Captain Harrison, of the 
marine artillery, who, with the officers 
&nd men attached to him, accompanied 
the army to and from Washington. 

Mr Dobie, surgeon of the Melpo- 
mene, volunteered his professional ser- 
▼ices on this occasion, and rendered 
much assistance to the wounded on 
the field of battle, as well as to many 
of the men taken ill on the line of 
march. 

One colonial marine killed, one mas- 
ter s mate, two serjeants, and three co- 
lonial marines wounded, are the casu- 
alties sustained by the naval depart- 
ment ; a general list of the killed and 
wounded of the whole army will of 
course accompany the report of the 
m^jor-general. 

1 have the honour to be, &c* 

(Signed) G. Cockburn, 
Rear-Admirah 
Vice*Admiral the Hon. 

Sir Alex. Cochrane, 

K. B. &c. &c. &c. 

P. S. Two long 6-pounder guns 
intended for a battery at Nottingliam, 
were taken off and put on board the 
Brune, and one taken at Upper Marl- 
borough was destroyed. 
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Doming-streetf OcL 17, 181 4, 

Captain Macdougall arrived early 
this morning with a dispatch address- 
ed to Earl Bathurst, one of his majes* 
ty's principal secretaries of state, by 
Colonel Brook, of which the following 
is a copy ; — , 

t 

On board H, M. S, Tonnanf, 
Chesapeake f Sept, 17, IBM*. 

My Lord, — I nave the honour to in- 
form your lordship, that the division 
of troops under the command of Ma- 
jor-General Ross effected a disembark- 
ation on the morning of tlie 12th of 
September, near North Point, on the 
left point of the Patapsco Rivej;, dis- 
lant from Baltimore about thirteen 
miles, with the view of pushing a re- 
connoissance, in co-operation with the 
naval forces, to that town, and act- 
ing thereon as the enemy’s strength 
and positions might be found to de- 
late* 

The approach on this side to Balti- 
more lies through a small peninsula 
formed by the Patapsco and Black 
River, and generally from two to three 
miles broad, while it narrows in some 
pjaces to less than half a mile. 

Three miles from North Point the 
enemy had entrenched himself quite 
across this neck of land, towards which 
(the disembarkation having been com- 
pleted at an early hour) the troops ad- 
vanced. 

The enemy was actively employed 
in the completion of this work, deep- 
ening the ditch, and strengthening its 
front by a low abbattis, both which, 
however, he precipitately abandoned 
on the approach of our skirmishers^ 
leaving in our hands some few dra- 
goons, being part of his rear guard. 

About two miles beyond this post 
our ftivance became eqgag^d ; the 
country was here closely wooded, and 
the enemy’s riflemen were" enabled to 
conce^ themselves, Auhis moment the 
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gallant General llo8« received a wound 
in his breast^ which proved tnortaL 
Heonly survived to recommend a young 
and unprovided family to the protec- 
tion of his, king and country. 

Thus fell at an early age, one of the 
brightest ornaments of his profession ; 
one who, whether at ^he head of a re- 
giment, a brigade, or corps, had alike 
displayed the talents of command ; 
who was not less beloved in his private, 
than enthusiastically admired in his 
public character ; and whose only fault, 
ff it may be deemed so, yvas an excess 
of gallantry, enterprise, and devotion 
to the service. 

If ever it were permitted to a soldier 
to lament those who fall in battle, we 
may indeed in this instance claim that 
melancholy privilege. 

Thus it is, that the honour of ad- 
dressing your lordship, and the com- 
mand of this army, have devolved upon 
me; duties which, under any other 
circumstances, might have been em- 
braced as the most enviable gifts of 
fortune ; and here I venture to sWlicit 
through your lordship, his Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent’s consi- 
deration to the circumstances of my 
succeeding, during operations of such 
moment, to an officer of such high 
and established merit. 

Our advance continuing to press 
forward, the enemy’s light troops were 
pushed to within five miles of Balti- 
more, where a corps of about six thou- 
sand men, six pieces of artillery, and 
some hundred cavalry, were discovered 
posted under cover of a wood, drawn 
up in a very dense order, and lining a 
strong paling, which crossed the main 
road nearly at right angles. The 
creeks^nd inlets of the Patapsco, and 
Black Rivers, which approjich each 
other at this point, will iti some mea- 
sure account tor the contracted liature 
of the enemy’s position. 

I immediately ordered the necessary 
dispositions fur a general attack. The 


light brigade, under the comnland of 
Major Jones, of the 4th, consisting of 
the 85th fight infantry, under Major 
Gubbins, and the light companies of 
the army under Major Pjjfbgle, of the 
21 6t, covered the whol^^f the fronts 
driving in the enemy’s sMirmishers with 
great Toss on his main body. The 4th 
regiment, under Major Faunce, by a 
detour through some hollow ways, 
gaiiied unperceived a lodgment close 
upon the enemy’s left. The remairtC 
der of tjje right brigade, under the, 
comtfiand of the Hon. Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Mullins, consisting of the 4'i'th 
regiment under Major Johnson, the 
marines of the, fleet under Captain 
Robyns, and a detsichment of seamen 
under Captain Money, of the Trave, 
formed line along the enemy’s front, 
while the left brigade under Colonel 
Paterson, consisting of the 21st regi- 
ment, commanded by Major Whitaker, 
the 2d battalion marines by Lieut.** 
Colonel Malcolm, and a detachment 
of marines by Major Lewis, remained 
ip columns on the road, with orders 
to deploy to his left, and press the 
enemy’s right, the moment the ground 
became sufficiently open to admit of 
that movement. 

In this order, the signal being given, 
the whole of the troops advanced ra- 
pidly to the charge. In less than fif- 
teen minutes, the enemy’s force being 
utterly broken and dispersed, fled in 
every direction over the country, lea- 
ving on the field two pieces of cannon, 
with a considerable number of killed, 
wounded, and prisoners. 

The enemy lost in this short but 
brilliant affair from five to six hundred 
in killed and wounded ; while at the 
most moderate computation, he is at 
least one thousand hors de combat^ 
The 5th regiment of militia, in particu- 
lar, has been represented as nearly an- 
nihilated* 

The day being now far advanced, 
and the troops (as is always the case 



APPENDIX L— GAZETTES. 


on the •first march after disembarka- 
tion) much fatigued, we halted for 
the night on the ground of .which the 
enemy had Ipecn dispossessed. Here I 
received a c6(nmunication from Vice- 
Admiral the V Hon. Sir Alexander 
Cochrane, infc^ing me that the fri- 
gates, bomb snips, and flotilla of the 
fleet, would on the ensuing morning 
take their stations as previously pro- 
posed. * 

A i day-break on the 1 3th, the army 
|gain advanced, and at ten o’clock I 
occupied a favourable position ‘east*' 
wara of Baltimore, distant about a 
mile and a half, and from whence I 
could reconnoitre at my leisure the de- 
fences of that town. 

Baltimore is completely surrounded 
by strong but detached hills, on which 
the enemy had constructed a chain of 
palisaded redoubts, connected by a 
small breast- work : I have, however, 
reason to think that the defence to 
the northward and westward of*the 
place were in a very unfinished state. 
Chinkapin Hill, which lay in front of 
our position, completely commands 
the town ; this was the strongest part 
of the line, and here the enemy seem- 
ed most apprehensive of attack. These 
works were defended, according to the 
best information which we could ob- 
tain, by about fifteen thousand men, 
with a large train of artillery. 

Judging it perfectly feasible, with 
the description of forces under my 
command, I made arrangements for a 
njght attack, during which the supe- 
riority of the enemy’s artillery would 
not have been so much felt, and Capt. 
M*Dougall, the bearer of these dis- 
patches, will have the honour to point 
out to your lordship those particular 
points of the line which 1 had propo- 
sed to act on. 

During the evening, however, I re-' 
ceived a communication from the com- 
mander in chief of the naval forces, by 
which I was informedi that ia 
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quence of the entrance to the harbour 
being closed up by vessels sunk for 
that pqrpose by the enemy, a naval 
co-operation against the town and 
camp was found impracticaljle. 

Under these circumstances, and 
keeping in view your lordship’s instruc- 
tions, It was agreed between the vice- 
admiral and myself, that ^ the capture 
of the town would not have been a 
sufficient equivalent to the loss which 
might probably be sustained in storm- 
ing the heights. 

Having forjned this resolution, after 
compelling the enemy to sink upwards 
of twenty vessels in different parts of 
the harbour, causing the citizens to 
remove almost the vvnole of their pro^ 
perty to places of more security fiiland, 
obliging the government to concen- 
trate ail the military force of the sur- 
rounding states, harassing the militiii 
and forcing them to collect from many 
remote districts, causing the enemy to 
burn a valuable rope- walk, with other 
public buildings, in order to clear the 
glacis in front of their redoubts, be- 
sides having beaten and routed them 
in a general action, 1 retired on the 
Hth three miles from the position 
which I had occupied, where I halted 
dunng some hours. , 

' This tardy movement was partly 
caused by an expectation that the ene- 
my might possibly be induced to move 
out of the entrenchments and follow 
us $ but he profited by the lesson 
which he had received on the 12th, 
and towards the evening 1 retired the 
troops about three miles and a half 
further, whete I took up my ground 
for the night. 

Having ascertained at a late hour 
on the morning of the l5th, that the 
enemy had no disposition to quit his 
entrenchments, I moved down and rc- 
embalmed the army at North Point, 
not leaving a man behind, tind carrying 
with me about two hundred prisoners, 
bving persons of the best families in 
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the city, and which 'number might 
have been very considerably increased, 
.was not the fat’gue of the troops an 
et^eci principally to be avoided, 

I have^iow to remark to your lord- 
ship, that nothing could surpass the 
zeal, unanimity, and ardour, displayed 
by every description of force, whether 
naval, military, or marine, during the 
whole of these operations. 

I am highly indebted to Vice-Ad- 
miral Sir A. Cochrane, commander in 
chief of the naval forces, for the ac 
live assistance and zealous co-operation 
which he was ready, upon every occa- 
•ion, to afford me ; a disposition con- 
epicuous in every branch of the naval 
•ervice, and which cannot fail to ensure 
•uccess to every combined operation 
of this armament. 

Captain EdwardCrofton, command- 
Ihg the brigade of seamen appointed 
to the small arms, for the animated 
and enthusiastic example which he held 
forth to his men, deserves my appro- 
bation— as do also Captains Nourse, 
Money, Sullivan, and Ramsay royal 
navy, for the steadiness and good or- 
der which they maintained in their se- 
veral directions, 

I feel every obligation to Rear-Ad- 
miral Cockburn, for the counsel and 
assistance which he afforded me, and 
from which I derived the most signal 
benefit. 

To Colonel Paterson, for the steady 
manner in which he brought his co- 
lumn into action, I give my best thanks. 

The Hon. Lieut. -Col. Mullins de- 
•erved every approbation for the ex- 
cellent order in which he led that part 
©f the right brigade under his imme- 
diate commajid, while charging the 
enemy in line. 

Major Jones, commanding the light 
brigade, merits my best acknowledg- 
ments, for the active and skilful dispo- 
sitions by* which he covered all the 
movements of the army. 

Tile distinguished galUntry.of Cap- 


tain de Bathe, 95th light infantry, haa 
been particularly reported to me, and 
I beg to. record my own knowledge 
of similar conduct on former occasions. 

To Major Faunce, regiment, 
for the manner in whicl^he gained and 
turned the enemy's lef^t, as well as for 
the excellent discipline maintained in 
that regiment, very particular praise 
is due. 

The exertions of Major Gubbins, 
commanding the 85th light infatttry ; 
and of Major Kenny, commanding thf 
iight'companies, were highly commend- 
able. ♦ 

Captain Mitchell, commanding the 
royal artillery ; Captain Carmichael, a 
meritorious officer of that corps ; and 
Lieutenant Lawrence, of the marine 
artillery, areentitled to my best thanks, 
as is Captain Blanchard, commanding 
royal engineers, for the abilities he 
displayed in his particular branph 
the service. 

To Lieutenant Evans, 3d dragoons, 
acting dcputy-quarter.master-general 
to this army, for the unremitting zeal, 
activity, and perfect intelligence which 
he evinced in the discharge of the va- 
rious and difficult duties of his depart- 
ment, I feel warmly indebted ; and I 
beg to solicit, through your lordship, 
a promotion suitable to the high pro- 
fessional merits of this officer. 

Captain M‘Dougal, aid-de-camp to 
the late General Ross (and wdio has 
acted as assistant adjutant-general, in 
the absence of Major Debbeig through 
indisposition,) is the bearer of 
dispatches, and having been in the 
confidence of General Ross, as well as 
in mine, will be found perfectly capa- 
ble of giving your lordship any further 
information relative to the operations 
of this army which you may require ; 
he is an officer of great merit and pro. 
mise, and I beg to recommend him to 
your lordship's protection. 

I have, &c. 

A* Bkook:, Col. commanding. 
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of the killed and wounded in 
action with the enemy near Balti- 
more, on the 12th of Sp*etember, 
1814. 

General stiff— I major-general, 2 
^lorses, killed ; ' 1 horse wounded. 

Royal artillery — 6 rank and file 
wounded. 

Royal marine artillery — 1 rank and 
file killed ; 3 rank and file wounded. 

4th regiment, 1st battalion— 1 ser- 
geant, *1 rank and file, killed ; 3 scr- 
j^nts, 10 rank and file, wounded. 

2Jgt* regiment, 1 battalion — 1 subal- 
1 Serjeant, 9 rank and file, killed ; 
1 captain, 1 subaltern, 2 serjeants, 77 
rank and file, wounded^ 

44th regiment, 1st battalion — J1 
rank and file, killed; 3 captains, 2 
subalterns, 5 serjeants, 78 rank and file, 
wounded. 

8Sth light infantry — 3 rank and file, 
killed ; 2 captains, 1 subaltern, 2G 
rank and file, wounded. • 

Royal marines, 2d battalion— 4 rank 
;ind file, killed ; 10 rank and file, 
wounded. 

Royal marines, 3d battalion— 2 rank 
and file, killed ; 1 serjeant, 9 rank and 
file, wounded. 

Detachments of royal marines from 
the ships attached to the 2d battalion 
— 2 rank and file, killed ; 1 rank and 
.file wounded. 

Detachments of royal marines un- 
der the command of Captain Robyns 
— 2 rank and file, killed ; 1 captain, 
9 rank and file, wounded. 

'J’otal— 1 general staff, 1 subaltern, 
serjeants, 35 rank and file, killed 
7 captains, 4 subalterns, 1 1 scrjcantci, 
229 rank and file, wounded. 

Names of officers killed and wounded. 

Killed. — lieneral staff — Major Ge- 
neral Robert Rosa. 

2 1 St Fusileers — Lieutenant Grape. 
Wounded. — 2l8t Fusileers — Brevet 
Major Renny, slightly ; Lieut, Lea- 
voeq, severely. 

VQt. Vil. I’AKT II. • 


44th regiment— Brevet Major Cruice, 
slightly ; Captain H. Greenshields, 
dangerously (since dead ;) Captain G. 
Hill. Lieutenant R. Cruice, Ensign 
J. White, severely. , 

85th ligh^ infantry — Captains W. 
P. de Bathe and j. D. Hicks, Lieut. 
G. Welliiigs, sli^itly. 

Royal niarincs — Captain John Ro« 
byns, severely. 

( Signed) 

Henry Di:BBEro, Major, 

A. D. A. A. General. 

• 

Admiralty office i Oct, 17, 1814. 
Captain Crotton, acting captain of 
his majesty’s ship the Royal Oak, ar- 
rived this morning at this office, with 
dispatches from Vice-Admiral* the 
Hon. Sir Alexander Cochrane, K. B. 
addressed to John Wilson Croker, Esq, 
of which the following are copies 

His Majestffis ship Tonnant^ 
Chesapeake y Sept, 17. 
Sir,— I request that you will be 
pleased to inform my lords commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, that the ap- 
proach of the equinoctial new moon 
rendering it unsafe to proceed immedi- 
ately out of the Chesapeake with the 
combined expedition, to act upon the« 
plans which had been concerted previ- 
ous to the departure of the Iphigenia, 
Major-General Ross and myself resol- 
ved to occupy the intermediate time 
to advantage, by making a demonstra- 
tion upon the city of Baltimore, which 
might be converted into a real attack, 
should circumstances appear to justify 
it ; and as our arrangements were soon 
made, I proceeded up this river, and 
anchored off the mouth o/ the Pataps- 
CO, on the 11th instant, where the 
frigates and smaller vessels entered, at 
a convenient distance for landing the 
troops.* ^ ^ 

At an early hour next morning, the 
disembarkation of the army was effect- 
ed without opposition, having attached 
* ,s 
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to it a brigac’e of 600 seamen,, under 
Captain Eduard Croftoii (late of the 
Leopard ;) the stcond batjLalion of 
marines ; the marines of the squadron, 
and tIie/:ol()nial black marines. Rear- 
Admiral Cockbiirn accompanied the 
general, to advise ?nd arrange as might 
be deemed iicceoi;ary^for our combined 
efforts. ' 

So soon as the army moved forward 
I hoisted my Hag in the Surprise, and 
with the remainder of the frigates, 
bombs, sloops, and the rocket ship, 
passed further up the river, to render 
what co-operation could befound prac- 
ticable. 

While the bomb vessels were work- 
ing up, in order that we might open 
our lire upon the enemy’s fort at di^y- 
break next morning, an account was 
brought to me, that Major-General 
Ross, when reconnoitring the enemy, 
had received a mortal wound by a mus- 
ket ball, which closed his glorious ca- 
reer before he could be brought off to 
the ship. 

It is a tribute due to the memory 
of this gallant and respected officer, 
to pause in my relation, while I lament 
the loss that his majesty’s service and 
the army, of which he was one of the 
‘‘brightest ornaments, have sustained Jjy 
his death. The unanimity, the zeal 
which he manifested on every occasion, 
while I had the honour of serving with 
him, gave life and case to the most ar- 
duous undertakings. Too heedless of 
his personal security in the field, his 
devotion to the care and honour of his 
army has caused the termination of his 
valuable life. The major-general has 
left a wife afid family, for whom I am 
confident his grateful country will pro- 
vide. 

The skirmish which had deprived 
the army of its brave general was a 
prelude to a most decisive victory over 
the flower of the enemy’s troops. Co- 
loiiel Brook, on wliom the command 
devolved,, having pushed forward our 
force to v^ithin five miles of Baltimore, 


where the enemy, about G or 7000, 
had taken up an advanced position, 
strengthened by field-pieces, and where 
he had disposed himself, apparently 
with the intention of making a deter- 
mined resistance, fell upon the enemy 
with such impetuosijty, thatf he was 
obliged soon to give way, and 'fly in 
every direction, leaving on the field of 
battle a considerable number of killed 
ai)d wounded, and two pieces of can- 
non. " 

For the particulars of this brilliant 
affair, I beg leave to refer theirr lord- 
ships to Rear-Admiral Cockb 
dispatch, transmitted herewith. 

At day-brenk the next morning, the 
bombs having taken their stationswith- 
in shell range, supported by the Sur- 
prise, with the other frigates and sloops, 
opened their fire upon the fort that 
protected the entrance of the harbour, 
and I had now an opportunity of ob- 
serving the strength and preparations 
of the enemy. 

The approach to the town on the 
land side was defended by command- 
ing heights, upon which was construct- 
ed a chain of redoubts connected by a 
breast-work, with a ditch in front, an 
extensive train of artillery, and a shew 
of force that was reported to be from 
15 to 20,000 men. 

The entrance by sea, within which 
the town is retired nearly three miles, 
was entirely obscured by a barrier of 
vessels sunk at the mouth of the har- 
bour, defended inside by gun-boats, 
flanked on the right by a strongs ^nd 
regular fortification, and on the lett 
by'a battery of several heavy guns. 

These preparations rendering it im- 
practicable to afford any essential co- 
operation by sea, 1 considered thai an 
attack on the enemy’s strong position 
by the army only, with such disparity 
of force, though confident of success, 
might riskagreaterlossthan the posses- 
sion of the town would compensate for, 
wli*le holding in view the ulterior ope- 
rations of this force in the contempla- 
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tion of hjs majesty’s government ; and, 
therefore, as thr primary object of our 
movement had been already fully ac- 
complished, I communicated my ob- 
servations to Colonel Brook, w’ho co- 
inciding with me in opinion, it was mu- 
tually agreed that we should withdraw. 

The following morning the army 
began leisurely to retire ; and so salu- 
tary was the effect produced on the 
enemy by the defeat he had experien- 
ced, that notwithstanding every oppor- 
tunity* was offered for his repealing 
t-he conflict, with an infinite superiori- 
t,y, our troops re-embarked without* 
V/i.^8tation ; the ships of war dropped 
down as the army retired. 

The result of this demonstration has 
been the defeat of the army of the 
enemy, the destruction, by themselves, 
of a quantity of shipping, the burning 
of an extensive rope-walk, and other 
public erections, the causing of them 
to remove their property from the city, 
and above all, the collecting and. ha- 
rassing of hia armed inhabitants from 
the surrounding country ; producing 
a total stagnation of their commerce, 
and heaping upon them considerable 
expenses, at the same time effectually 
drawing off their attention and sup- 
port from other impoitant quarters. 

It lias been a source of the greatest 
gratification to me, the continuance of 
that unanimity existing between tlie 
two services, which I have before no- 
ticed to their lordships ; and I have 
reason to assure them that the com- 
mand of the army has fallen upon a 
r^ost zealous and able officer in Colo- 
nel Brook, who has followed up the 
system of cordiality that had btflen so 
beneficially adopted by his much-la- 
mented chief. 

Rear-Admiral Cockburn, to whom 
I coiilided that part of the naval ser- 
vice which was connected with the 
army, evinced his usual zeal and. abili- 
ty, and executed his important trust 
to my entire satisfaction. 


Rear-Admiral Malcolm, who regu. 
lated the collection, debarkation, and 
re-emt)arkation of the troops, and the 
supplies they required, has merited ray 
best thanks for his indefatigable exer- 
tions ; and 1 have to express my ac- 
knowledgements for the counsel and 
assistance wliich, in all out operations, 

1 have received from Roar Admiral 
Codringtoii, the captain of the flei't. 

The captains of tlie squadion who 
were employed in the various duties 
afloat were all emulous to promote 
the service in which they were enga- 
ged, and, wi^h tlie officers acting un- 
der them, arc entitled to my fullest 
approbation. 

J beg leave to call the attention of 
their lordships to the report Rear-Ad- 
miral Cockburn has made of ihif meri- 
forious and gallant conduct of the na- 
val brigade ; as well as to the accom- 
panying letter from Colonel Brook, 
expressing his obligations to Captain 
Edward Crofton, who commanded, 
and Captains T. B. Sullivan, Rowland, 
Money, and Robert Ramsay, who 
had Charge of divisions ; and 1 have 
to recommend these officers, together 
with those who are particularly noti- 
ced by the rear-admiral, to their lord- 
bhijjs* favourable consideration. 

Captain Robyns, of the Royal Ma- 
rines, who commanded the marfnesJL£. 
the squadron on this occasion, and in 
the operations against Washington, be- 
ing severely wounded, 1 beg leave to 
bring him to their lordships’ recollec- 
tion, as having been frequently noti- 
ced for his gallant conduct during the 
services on the Chesapeake, and lo re- 
cemmend him, with Lieutenant iSamp- 
son Marshall, of the Diadem, who is 
dangerously wounded, to their Jord- 
ships’ favour and protection. . 

First Lieutenant John Lawrence, 
of the Royal Marine Artillery, who 
comiftanded the rocket brigade, has 
again rendered essentiaf .service, and 
is highly spoken of by Colonel Brook. 
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Captain Edward Crofton, who will 
have the honour of delivering this dis- 
patch, is competent to explain any 
further particulars; and I beg leave 
to recommend him to their lordships* 
protection, as a most zealous and in- 
telligent officer. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

AleX'XNijkr Cochrane, 
Vice-Admiral and Commander 
in Chief. 

To John Wilson Crokcr, Esq. 

See, Sec. See. 

His Mqjesty^s ship Severn, 
in the Pntnpsco, 

Sept. 15, 1814'. 

Sir, — In furtherance of the instruc- 
tions I had the honour to receive from 
you "^on the 11th inst. I landed ^t 
day-light on the 12th with Major- 
General Ross and the force under his 
command, at a place the general and 
myself had previously fixed upon, near 
to North Point, at the entrance of the 
Patapsco ; and in conformity with his 
wishes, I determined on remaining on 
shore, and accompanying the army to 
render him every assistance within my 
power, during the contemplated move- 
ments and operations ; therefore, so 
soon as our landing was completed,. I 
directed Captain Nourse, of this ship, 
ch tfdVance up the Patapsco with the 
frigates, sloops, and bomb ships, to 
bombard the fort and threaten the wa- 
ter approach to Baltimore, and I mo- 
ved on with the army and seamen, (un- 
der Captain Edward Crofton,) attach- 
ed to it, on the direct road leading to 
the above-mentioned town. 

We had advanced about five miles 
(without other occurrence than taking 
prisoners a fevj light horsemen,) when 
the general and myself, being with the 
advanced guard, observed a division of 
the enemy posted at a turning of the 
road, extending into a wood oh our 
left ; a sharp fire was almost immedi- 
ately opened upon us from it, and as 


quickly returned with considerable ef- 
fect by our advanced guard, which; 
pressing steadily forward, soon obliged 
the enemy to run off with the utmost 
precipitation, leaving behind him seve- 
ral men killed and wounded ; but it is 
with the most heartfelt sorrow I have 
to add, that in this short and desultory 
skirmish, my gallant and highly va- 
lued friend, the major-general, received 
a musket-ball throu^ his arm into 
hv breast, which proved fatal jto him 
on his way to the water-side for re- 
embarkation. 

Our country, sir, has lost in hiivj otte 
of its best and bravest soldiers, 
those who knew him, as I did, a friend 
most honoured and beloved ; and I 
trust, sir, I may be forgiven for con- 
sidering it a sacred duty I owe to him 
to mention here, that whilst his wounds 
were binding up, and we were placing 
him on the bearer, which was to carry 
him off the field, he assured me the 
wounds he had received in the per- 
formance of his duty to his country 
caused him not a pang ; but he felt 
alone anxiety for a wife and family, 
dearer to him than his life, whom, m 
the event of the fatal termination he 
foresaw, he recommended to the pro- 
tection and notice of his majesty's go- 
vernment and the country. 

Colonel Brook, on whom the com- 
mand of the army now devolved, ha- 
ving come up, and the body of our 
troops having closed with the advance, 
the whole proceeded forward about 
two miles further, where we observed 
the enemy in force drawn up before 
(apparently about 6 or 7000 strong ;) 
on pferceiving our army, he filed off 
into a large and extensive wood on his 
right, from which he commenced a 
cannonade on us from his field-pieces, 
and drew up his men behind a thick 
paling, where he appeared determined 
to make a stand. Our field-guns an- 
swered his with evident advantage, and 
so soon as Colonel Brook had made 
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^ the n'eccBsary dispositions, the attack 
was ordered, and executed in t.be high- 
est style possible. The enemy opened 
his musketry on us from his whole 
line, immediately as we approached 
within roach of it, and kept up his fire 
till we reached and entered the wood, 
when he gave way in every direction, 
and was chased by us a considerable 
distance with great slaughter, aban- 
doning*his post of the Meeting-hou^e, 

I situated in this wood, and leaving all 
Jhis wpi^nded and two of his field^gans 
possession. 

An advance of this description a- 
gainst superior numbers, of an enemy 
80 posted, could not be effected with- 
out loss. 1 have the honour to enclose 
a return of what has been suffered by 
those of the naval department, acting 
with the army on this occasion ; and 
• it is, sir, with the greatest pride and 
pleasure I report to you, that the ly*!- 
gade of seamen with small arms, com- 
manded by Captain Edward Crofton, 
assisted by Captains Sullivan, Money, 
and Ramsay, (the three senior com- 
manders with the fleet,) who com- 
manded divisions under him, behaved 
with a gallantry and steadiness which 
would have done honour to the oldest 
troops, and which attracted the admi- 
ration of the army. The seamen un* 
der Mr Jackson, master’s mate of the 
Tonnant, attached to the rocket bri- 
gade, commanded by the first Lieute- 
nant Lawrence, of the marines, beha- 
ved also with equal skill and bravery. 
xVie marines landed from the ships 
under the command of Captain Ro- 
byns, the senior officer of that corps, 
belonging to the fleet, behaved with 
their usual gallantry. 

Although, air, in making to you my 
report of this action, 1 know it is 
right I should confine myself to men- 
tioning only the conduct of those \>e- 
longing to the naval department, yet 
I may be excused from venturing fur- 
riicr to state to you generalljs the high 


admiration with which I viewed the 
conduct qf the whole array, and the 
ability and gallantry with which it 
was managed and headed by its brave 
Colonel, which insured to it the suc- 
cess it met with. 

The night being fast approaching, 
and the troops much fatigu^, Colonel 
Brook determined on remaining for 
the night on the field of battle ; and, 
on the morning of the 13th, leaving a 
small guard at the Meeting-house to 

* collect and protect the wounded, we 
again moved forward towards Balti- 
more, on approaching which it was 
foupd to be defended by extremely 
strong works on every side, and im- 
mediately in front of us by an eaften-^ 

hill, on which was an entrenched 
camp, and great quantities of artillery, 
and the information we collected, add- 
ed to what we observed, gave us to 
believe there were at least within their 
works from 15 to 20, (XX) men. Co- 
lonel Brook lost no time in reconnoi- 
tring these defences, softer which he 
made his arrangement for storming, 
during the ensuing night, with his gd- 
lant little army, the entrenched camp 
in our front, notwithstanding the dif- 
ficulties which it presented.— The 8ub-| 
sequent communications whichiN»<|M^ 
opened with you, however, induced 
him again to relinquish the idee, and 
therefore yesterday morning the army 
retired leisurely to the Meeting-house, 
where it halted for some hours to make 
the necessary arrangements respecting 
the wounded and the prisoners taken 
on the 12th, Ivhich being completed, 
it made a further short movement in 
the evening towards the place where 
it had disembarked, and where i^ arri- 
ved this morning for re-embarkation, 
without suffering the slightest moles- * 

* tation from the enemy, who, in spite 
of his superiority of number, *did not 
even venture to look at us during this 
slow and deliberate retreat. 

As ^ou, sir, were in person wifhf 
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the advanced frigates, sloops, and 
bomb vessels, and as, from ,the road 
the army took, I did not see them af- 
ter quitting the beach, it would be su- 
perfluous tor me to make any report 
to you respecting tliem I have now, 
therefore, only to assure you of ray 
entire batisfaction and approbation of 
the conduct of every officer and raan 
employed under me, during the opera- 
tions above detailed, and to express to 
you how particularly I consider my- 
self indebted to Captain Edward Crof ‘ 
ton (acting captain of the Royal Oak, ) 
for the gallantry, ability, and zeal, 
with which he led on the brigade of 
seamen in the action of the 12th, and 
executed all the other services with 
which he had been intrusted since our 
Ian din ir ; to Captain White (acting 
captain of the Albion,) who attended 
me as my aid-de*camp the whole time, 
and rendered me every possible assist- 
ance ; to Captains Sullivan, Money, 
and Ramsay, who commanded divi- 
sions of the brigade of seamien ; to 
Lieutenant James Scott of the Albion, 
whom I have had such frequent cause 
to mention to you on former occasions, 
and who in the battle of the 12th 
•commanded a division of seamen, and 
‘^-^ySved most gallantly, occasionally 
also acting as an extra aid-de-camp to 
myself. Captain Robyns, who com- 
manded the marines of the fleet, and 
who was severely wounded during the 
engagement, I also beg leave to re- 
commend to your favourable notice 
and consideration, as well as Lieute- 
nant George C. Urmstbn, of the Al- 
bion, whom I placed in command of 
the smaller boats, to endeavour to keep 
up a rcomm unication between the army 
and navy, which he effected by great 
perseverance, and thereby rendered us 
most essential service. In shbrt, sir,* 
every fndivldual seemed animated with 
ec^ual anxiety to distinguish himself by 
good conduct on this occasion, and 1 


trust therefore the whole will be deenif 
ed worthy of your approbation. 
Captain Nourse, of the Severn, was 
good enough to receive my flag for 
this service ; he rendered me great as- 
sistance in getting the ships to the dif- 
ferent stations withiX the river ; and 
when the storming of the fortified hill 
was contemplated, he hastened to my 
assistance with a reinforcement of sea- 
men and marines ; and I should con- 
sider myself wanting in candour and! 
justice, did I not particularly point* 
out, sir, to you, the high opinion' 
entertain of the enterprize and ability 
of this valuable officer, not only for 
his conduct on this occasion, but on ^ 
the very many others on which 1 have 
employed him, since with me in the 
Chesapeake. 

I have, &c. G. Cockburn, 
Rear-Admiral, ‘ 
Vice-Admiral the Hon. 

Sir Alexander Coch- 
rane, K.B.Command- 
er-in-Chief, See. See, 

See. 

Ills Majesty s ship Toiinanf, 
Chesapeake y Sept. 12, 1814. 
Sir, — I n my dispatch of the 2d in- 
stant, recounting the success of our 
Expedition against Washington, I ac- 
quainted you, for the information of 
my Lords Commissioners of the Admi- 
ralty, that the winds had been unfa- 
vourable for the return of the ships 
which were detached up the Poto wraac, 
under Captain J. A, Gordon of tiic ^ 
Sea-horse, to co-operate against the 
capital ; but that I had heard of their 
having accomplished the destruction 
of Fort Washington. I have now the 
honour not only to confirm this report, 
but to transmit for their lordships^ in- 
formation, a copy of Captain Gordon’s 
detail of his proceedings, in which his 
further success has exceeded my moat 
sanguine expectations i having forced 
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the populous city of Alexandria to ca- 
pital [ate, and having brought down the 
river in triumph, through a /series of 
obstacles and determined opposition, 
a fleet of twenty -one enemy vessels. 
The difficuties which presented them- 
selves t(t these ships in ascending the 
river, impeded by shoals and contrary 
winds, and the increased obstacles 
which the enemy had prepared against 
their return, with a confident hope of 
obstrilbting their descent, were oTily 
I U) be overcome by the most indefati- 
gable exertions. • 

' trust, therefore, that the resolu- 
tion and gallantry displayed by every 
one employed upon thig service, which 
- deserve my warmest applause, will be 
further honoured by the approbation 
of their lordships. I have, 3c c, 

Alex. Cociihane, 
Vice-admiral, Commander-in- 
Chief. 

• 

Seaho7‘SCt Chesapeake^ 
SepU 9, 1814. 

Sir,— I n obedience to your orders, 
I proceeded into the river Potowmac, 
with the ships named in the margin, 
on the 17th of last month ; but from 
being without pilots to assist us through 
that difficult part of the river called 
the Kettle-Bottoms, and from con- 
trary winds, we were unable to reach 
Fort Washington until the evening of 
the 27th. Nor was this effected but 
by the severest labour. I believe each 
of the ships was not less than 20 dif- 
ferent times a-ground, and each time 
we were obliged to haul off by main 
strength ; and we were employed warp- 
ing for five whole successive days, with 
the exception of a few hours, a dis- 
tance of more than fifty miles. 

The bomb-ships were placed on the 
evening of the 27th, and immediately 
began the bombardment of the fort*, 
it being my intention to attack it with 
the frigates at day-light the following 
moniifig. On the bursting of tjie first 


shell, the garrispn were observed to 
retreaf ; but supposing some concealed 
design, I directed the fire to be conti* 
nued. At eight o’clock, however, my 
doubts were removed by the explosion 
of the powder-magazine, which de- 
stroyed the ihner buildings, and at day- 
light on the 28th wc took possession. 
Besides the prindlpal fort,^which con- 
tained two fifty- two pounders, two 
thirty-two pounders, and eight twen- 
ty-four pounders, there was a battery 
on the beach of five eighteen-pounders, 
a martcllo tower, with two twelve- 
pounders, and loop-holes for musketry, 
and a battery in the rear of two twelve 
and six six-pound field-pieces. The 
wliole of these guns were already spi- 
ked by the enemy, and their complete 
destruction, with their carriages also, 
was effected by the seamen and ma- 
rines sent on that service, in less than 
two hours. The populous city of 
Alexandria thus lost its only defence ; 
and, having buoyed the channel, I 
deemed it better to postpone giving 
any afiswer to a proposal made to me 
for its capitulation until the following 
morning, when 1 was enabled to place 
the shipping in such a position as 
would ensure assent to the terms I had 
decided to enforde. 

’ To this measuie I attributcv/hfjf 
ready acquiescence, as it remove? that ^ 
doubt of my determination to proceed,* 
which had been raised in the minds of 
the inhabitants by our army having 
retired from Washington : this part 
of our proceedings will be further ex- 
plained by the accompanying docu- 
ments. • 

The Hon. Lieutenant Gordon of 
this ship was sent on the evening of 
the 28th, to prevent thfe escape oiany 
of the vessels comprised in theVapitu- 
lation, and the whole of those 'which 
were •sea- worthy, amounting to 21 in 
number, were fitted and ki^died by the 
31st. . 

Captain Baker, of the Fairy, bring- 
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ing your orders of the 27tb, liaving 
fought his way up the river past a 
battery of five guns and a large mili- 
tary force, confirmed the rumours, 
which had already reached us, of strong 
measures having been taken to oppose 
our return ; and I therefore quitted 
Alexandria without yaking to destroy 
those remaining stores which we had 
not the means of bringing away. 

Contrary winds again occasioned 
us the laborious task of warping the 
ihips down the river, in which a day’s 
delay took place, owing to the Devas- 
tation grounding. The enemy took 
advantage of this circumstance to at- 
tempt her dcstrnction by three fire- 
vessels, attended by five row boats ; 
but tlieir object was defeated by the 
promptitude and gallantry of Captain 
Alexander, who pushed off with his 
6wn boats, and being followed by those 
of the other ships, chased the boats of 
the enemy up to the town of Alexan- 
dria. The cool and steady conduct 
of Mr John Moore, Jmidshipman of the 
Seahorse, in towing the nearest fire- 
vessel on shore, whilst the other were 
removed from the power of doing mis- 
chief by the smaller boats of the De- 
vastation, entitles him to ny highest 
commendation. 

‘ ^ Meteor and the Fairy, arsisted 
. by the Anna Maria dispatch boat, a 
prize gun-boat, and a boat belonging 
to the Euryalus, with a howitzer, had 
greatly impeded the progress of the 
enemy in their works } notwithstand- 
ing which, they w^re enabled to in- 
crease their battery to eleven guns, 
with a furnace for heating shot. On 
the 3d, the wind coming to the N. W, 
the, Etna and the Erebus succeeded in 
getting down to their assistance, and 
the whole of us, with the prizes, were 
‘assembled there on the 4th, except the 
Devastation, which, in spite of 6ur ut- 
most exertion in warping her, still re- 
mained five miles higher up the river. 
This was the moment when the enemy 


made his greatest efforts to effect coy 
destruction. 

The Erebus being judiciously pla- 
ced by Captain Bartholomew in an ad- 
mirable position for harassing the work- 
men employed in the trenches, was at- 
tacked by three field-pieces, which did 
her considerable damage before they 
were beaten off. And another attempt 
being made to destroy the Devastation 
with fire-vessels, I sent the boats un- 
der Captain Baker to her assistance : 
nothing could exceed the alacrity wit*li 
which Captain Baker went on this ser^ 
vice, to which I attribute the imir^ 
diate retreat of the boats and fire-ves- 
sels. His loss, however, was consider- 
able, owing to their having sought re- 
fuge under some guns in a narrow creek 
thickly wooded, from which it was 
impossible for him to dislodge them. 

On the 5th, at noon, the wind co- 
ming fair, and all my arrangements 
being made, the Seahorse and Eurya- 
lus anchored within short musket-shot 
of the batteries, while the whole of 
the prizes pa:ssed betwixt us and the 
shoal ; the bombs, the Fairy, and Ere- 
bus, firing as they passed, and after- 
wards anchoring in a favourable posi- 
tion for facilitating, by means of their 
force, the further removal of the fri- 
gates. At three p. m. having com- 
pletely silenced the enemy’s tire, the 
Seahorse and Euryalus cut their ca- 
bles, and the whole of us proceeded to 
the next position taken up by the 
troops, where they had two batteries, 
mounting from fourteen to eighteen 
guns, on a range of cliffs of about <3 
mile- in extent, under which we were 
of necessity obliged to pass very close. 
I did not intend to make the attack 
that evening, but the Erebus ground- 
ing within range, we were necessarily 
called into action. On this occasion 
*the fire of the Fairy had the most de- 
cisive effect, as well as that of the Ere^ 
bus, while the bombs threw their shells 
with excellent precision, and the guns 



APPENDIX L— GAZETTES. 


cckx^ 


•f the fcatteries were thereby com- 
pletely silenced by about eight o'- 
clock. 

At day-light on the 6th I made 
signal to weigh, and so satisfied were 
the whole of the parties opposed to 
ti8 of their opposition being ineft'ec- 
tual, that they allowed us to pass with- 
out further molestation. I cannot 
close this detail of operations, com- 
prising a period of 23 days, without 
begging leave to call your attention to 
the singular exertion of those whqm I, 
bad the honour to command, by which 
our success was effected. Our ham- 
mocks were down only two nights du- 
ring the whole time ; the many labo- 
rious duties which we had to perform 
were executed with a cheerfulness 
which I shall ever remember with 
pride, and which will ensure, I hope, 
to the whole of the detachments, your 
favourable estimation of their extraor- 
dinary zeal and abilities. • 

To Captain Napier I owe more obli- 
gations than I have words to express. 
The Euryalus lost her bowsprit, the 
head ©f her foremast, and the heads of 
all her topmasts, in a tornado which 
she encountered on the 25th, just as 
her sails were clued up, whilst we were 
passing the Flats of Maryland Point, 
and yet, after twelve hours work on 
her refittal, she was again underweigh, 
and advancing up the river. Captain 
Napier speaks highly of the conduct 
of Lieutenant Thomas Herbert on this 
as well as on every other of the many 
trying occasions which have called his 
abilities into action. His exertions 
were also particularly conspicuous in 
the prizes, many or which, already 
sunk by the enemy, were weighed, 
masted, hove dovm, caulked, rigged, 
and loaded, by our little squadron, du- 
ring the three days which we remained , 
at Alexandria* • 

It is difficult to distinguish amongst 
officers who had a greater share of duty 

than often falls to the lot of anv, and 

0 ' • 


which each performed with the great- 
est credit to his professional character. 

I cannot omit to recommend to your 
notice the meritorious conduct of Cap- 
tains Alexander, Bartholome^r, Baker^ 
and Kanah,*the latter of whom led us 
through many of the difficulties of the 
navigation ; and •particularly to Cap- 
tain Roberts, of the Meteor, who, be- 
sides undergoing the fatigues of the 
day, employed the night in coming the 
distance uf ten miles to communicate 
and consult with me upon our further 
operations preparatory to our passing 
the batteries. 

So universally good was the con- 
duct of all the officers, seamen, and 
marines of the detachment, that i can- 
not particularise with justice to the 
rest ; but I owe it to the long-tried 
experience I have had of Mr Henry 
King, first lieutenant of the Seahorse, 
to point out to you, that such was his 
eagerness to take the part to which 
his abilities would have directed him 
on thjs occasion, that he even came 
out of his sick bed, to command at 
his quarters, whiht the ship was pass- 
ing the batteries ; nor can I ever for- 
get how materially the service is in- 
debted to Mr Alexander Louthian, 
tke master, for both finding and ^ 
iiig the channel of a navigation, vvliicfi 
no ship of bimilar draft of water had * 
ever before passed with their guns and 
stores on board, and which, according 
to the report of a seaman now in this 
ship, was not accomplished by the 
President American frigate, even after 
taking her giuisout, under a period of 
42 days. 

Enclosed is a list of killed and 
wounded, and also of the vessels cap- 
tured. 

I have, &c. 

, James a. Gordon, Captain^ 
To Sir Alexander Coch- • ^ • 

rane, Commander-in- 

chief, &c. 
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Dotvning-streeti Oct, 9. 

Major Addison arrived yesterday 
with a dispatch from Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral Sir J. C. Sherbrooke, K.B. ad- 
dressed to Earl Bathurst^' one of his 
majesty’s principal secretaries of state, 
of which the following is a copy ; — 

CasiinCy at the entrance of the 
Penob.^coty Sept. 18, 1814*. 

My Lord, 

I have now the honour to inform 
your lordship, that after closing my 
dispatch on the 26th ultimo, in which 
1 mentioned my intentions of proceed- 
ing to the Penobscot, Rear-Admiral 
Griffith and myself lost no time in 
sailing from Halifax, with such a na 
val force as he deemed necessary, and 
the troops as per margin, to accom- 
plish the object we had in view. 

Very early in the morning of the 
30th, we fell in with the Rifleman 
sloop of war, when Captain Pearse 
informed us, that the United tS tales 
frigate the Adams had got into the 
Penobscot; but from the apprehen- 
sion of being attacked by our cruizers, 
if she remained at the entrance of the 
river, she had run up as high as Hain- 
• >^5!t^iwhere she had landed her guns, 
and mounted them on shore for her 
protection. 

On leaving Halifax, it was my ori- 
ginal intention to have taken posses- 
sion of Machias, on our way hither ; 
but on receiving this intelligence, the 
admiral and myself were of opinion 
that no time should be lost in proceed- 
ing to our destination, and we arrived 
here very early on the morning of the 
1st instant. 

The fort of Castine, which is situ- 
•ated'upon a peninsula of the eastern 
side of the Penobscot, near Uie en- 
trance ot that river, was summoned a 
little after sun-rise, but the American 
officer refused to surrender it, and im- 
mediately opened a fire from fc ur 24- 


poimders upon a small schooner that 
had been.sent with Lieut. -CoL Nicoll's 
(commanding royal engineers) to re- 
connoitre the work. 

Arrangements were immediately 
made for disembarking the troops ; 
but before a landing cvuld be tweeted, 
the enemy blew up his magtizuie, and 
escaped up the M ijelaquadous River, 
carrying off in the boats with them 
twt^' field -pieces. 

As we had no means of ascertain- 
ing what force the Americans had Ova 
this peninsula, I landed a detachment 
of royal artilleiy, with two rifle com- 
panies of the 6()th and 9Sih regiments, 
under Colonel x)o‘Jglas, in the rear of 
it, with ojders to secure the isthmus, 
and to take possession of the heights 
which command the town ; but I soon 
learned that there were no regulars at 
Castine, except the party winch had 
blown up the magazine and escaped, 
and’that the militia which were assem- 
bled there had dispersed immediately 
on our landing. 

Rear-Admiral Griffith and myself 
turned our attention to obtaining pos- 
session of the Adams, or, if that could 
not be done, to destroying her. The 
arrangement for this service having 
been made, the rcai -admiral entrusted 
the execution of it to Captain Barrie, 
royal navy, and as the co-operation of 
a land force was necessary, I directed 
Lieut.-Colonel John, with a detach- 
ment of artillery, the flank companies 
of the 29th, 62d, and 98th regiments, 
and one rifle company of the 60th, to 
accompany and co-operate with Cap- 
tain Barrie on this occasion ; but as 
Hamden is twenty seven miles above 
Castine, it appeared to me a necessary 
measure of precaution first to occupy 
a post on the western bank, which 
might afford support, if necessary, to 
the force going up the river, and at 
the same time prevent the armed po- 
pulation, which is very numerous to 
the southward and w^estward, from 
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^nnoying the British in their operations 
against the Adams. • 

Upon enquiry I found that Belfast, 
which is upon the high road leading 
from Hamden to Boston, and which 
perfectiy commands the bridge, was 
likely to answA both these purposes, 
and I consequently directed Major- 
General Gosselin to occupy that place 
with the 29th regiment, and to main- 
tain k till further orders. * 

^ As soon as this was accomplished 
and the tide served, Rear-Admiral 
Griflith directed Captain Barrie to 
proceed to his destination, and the re- 
mainder of the troops were landed that 
evening at Castine. 

Understanding that a strong party 
of militia from the neighbouring town- 
ship had assembled at about four miles 
from Castine, on the road leading to 
Blue Hill, I sent out a strong patrolc 
on <he morning of the second, before 
day-bfHL On arriving at the place, 
1 was informed that the militia of the 
county liad assembled there on the 
alarm guns being fired at the fort at 
Castine upon our first appearance, but 
that the main body had since disper- 
sed, and returned to their respective 
homes. Some stragglers were how- 
ever left, who fired upon our advanced 
guards, and then took to the woods, 
a few of whom were made prisoners. 
No intelligence having reached us from 
Captain Barrie on Saturday night, I 
marched with about 7(X) men and two 
light field- pieces upon Buckston at 
three o’clock on Sunday morning the 
4th instant, for the purpose of karu- 
ing what progress he had made, and 
of affording him assistance if required. 
This place is about 18 miles higher up 
the Penobscot than Castine, and on 
the eastern bank of the river. Rear- 
Admiral Griffith accompanied me oil 
this occasion ; and as we had reason 
to believe that the light guns which 
had been taken from Castine were se- 
creted in the neighbourhood of Buck** 


Bton,Ve threatened to destroy the town 
unless they were delivered up, and the 
two brass three-pounders on travelling 
carriages were in consequence brought 
to us in the course of the day, and are 
now in our possession. 

At Buckston we received very satis- 
factory accounts of the success which 
had attended the force employed up 
the river. We learned, that Captain 
Barrie had proceeded from Hamden 
up to Bangor; and the admiral sent 
an officer in ^ boat from Buckston to 
communicate with him, when finding 
there was no necessity for the troops 
remaining longer at Buckston, they 
marched back to Castine the next day. 

Having ascertained that the'object 
of the expedition tip the Penobscot 
had been attained, it was no longer 
necessary for me to occupy Belfast ; 
I therefore, on the evening of the 6th| 
directed Major-General Gosselin to 
embark the troops and to join 
here. 

M^cchias being the only place novr 
remaining where the enemy had a post 
between the Penobscot and Pasma- 
qiioddy Bay, I ordered Lieut. -Col, 
Pilkington to proceed with a detach- 
ment of royal artillery and the 29th 
regiment to occupy it ; and 
assistance was required, Rear- AdmiraJ 
Griffith directed Captain Parker, of 
theTencdos,to co-operate withLieut,- 
Colonel Pilkington on this occasion. 

On the morning of the 9th, Captain 
Barrie, with Lieut -Colonel John, and 
the troops which had been employed 
with him u^ the Penobscot, returned 
to Castine, It seems the enemy blew 
up the Adams, on his strong position 
at Hamden being attacked ; .but all 
his artillery, two stands of colours, 
and a standard, with several merchant 
vessel!, fell into our hands. ^ This, I 
am happy to say, was atcomplishcd 
with very little loss on our part and 
your lordship will perceive, by th* 
return sent herewith, that the only 
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officer wounded in this affair is Capt. 
Cell, of the 29th grenadiers. 

Herewith I have the honour to 
transmit a copy of the report made to 
me by Lieut.-Colonel John on this 
occasion, in which your lordship will 
be pleased to observe that the lieut.- 
colonel speaks very highly of the gal- 
lantry and good conduct displayed by 
the troops upon this expedition, under 
very trying circumstances ; and I beg 
to call your lordship's attention to the 
names of those officers upon whom 
Lieut. -Colonel John particularly be- 
stows praise. The enterprise and in- 
trepidity manifested by Lieut. -Colonel 
John, and the discipline and gallantry 
displayed by the troops under him, 
reflect great honour upon them, and 
demand my warmest acknowledgments ; 
and I have to request your lordship 
will take a favourable opportunity of 
bringing the meritorious and success- 
ful services performed by the troops 
employed on this occasion under the 
view of his Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent. 

As Rear-Admiral Griffith will no 
doubt make a detailed report of the 
naval operations on this occasion, I 
forbear touching upon this subject, 
fq^’^r than to solicit your lordship'^ 
attention to that part of Colonel John’s 
report, in which he ** attributes the 
success of this enterprise to the mas- 
terly arrangements of Captain Barrie, 
royal navy, who conducted it.*' 

1 have much pleasure in reporting 
to your lordship, that the most perfect 
unanimity and good understanding has 
prevailed between the naval and mili- 
tary branches of the service during the 
whole ^progress of this expedition. 

I feel it my duty to express, in the 
strongest terms, the great obligations 
I am under to Rear-Admiral (>iffiih, 
for his judicious advice and ready co- 
operation on every occasion ; and my 
thanks are likewise due to all the 
captains of the ships employed, for 


the assistance they have so 
afforded ^he troops, and from whTcfi 
the happiest results have been expe- 
rienced. 

I have reason to be well satisfied 
with the gallantry and good conduct 
of the troops ; and hive to offer my 
thanks to Major- General Gosselin, 
Colonel Douglas, and the commanding 
officers of corps, for the alacrity shewn 
by them, and the strict discipline which, 
has been maintained. 

* To the heads of departmentf^ and 
to the officers of the general and ot 
my personal staff, I am much indebt- 
ed for the zealous manner in which 
they have discharged their respective 
duties. 

Major Addison, my military secre- 
tary, will have the honour of deliver- 
ing this dispatch. He has been with 
me during the whole of these opera- 
tions, and is well enabled to §ffjrd 
your lordship any further mLrmation 
you may require. I have entrusted 
the colours and standard taken from 
the enemy to Major Addison, who 
will receive your lordship's commands 
respecting the further disposal of them, 
and I take the liberty of recommend- 
ing him as a deserving officer to your 
lordship's protection. 

' I have, &c. (Signed) 

Jo C. Sherbuookk^ 

N.B. The returns of killed, wound- 
ed, and missing, and of artillery and 
ordnance stores taken, are enclosed. 

September 18. 

V: S. The Martin sloop of war ha- 
ving been delayed, affords me an op- 
portunity of informing your lordship, 
that 1 have received a private commu- 
nication from Lieut. -Col. Pilkingtoit, 
acquainting me that he had landed at 
some distance from Macchias on the 
evening of the 10th instant, and after 
a very difficult night's march, that he 
had taken possession of the fort, with- 
out .loss, early the next morning. 
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TwAty-four pieces of cannon, of 
^different calibres, fell into our hands 
bn this occasion, more tham half of 
which the enemy had rendered unser- 
viceable. 

Brigadier- Gen. Brewer, who com- 
]nande4 the militia in this district, and 
some other re^lpectablc persons, had 
«ent a letter addressed to Lieut. Col. 
Pilkington and Capt. Parker, of which 
the enclosed, No. 4, is a copy, and the 
iiext<*day was appointed to receive 
these gentlemen, for the purpose of 
Sccepting the terms therein ofFtred.* 
Lieut. -Col. Pilkington says, that as 
soon as this is done, he shall transmit 
me his official report, which I will 
forward to your lordship by the first 
opportunity. The lieutenant* colonel 
further mentions the great assistance 
he received from Captain Parker, of 
the royal navy, and the naval forces 
employed under him ; and says, that 
tltnl^^onduct of the troops is deserving 
of greil^^^ise. 

1 have gheat pleasure in congratu- 
lating your lordship upon the whole 
of the country between Penobscot 
River and Passamaquoddy Bay being 
|iow in our possession. 

(Signed) J. C. Sherbrooke. 

(Enclosure No. I.) 

Bangor^ on the Penobscot Riverf 
Sept. 8, 1814. 

Sir, — In compliance with your ex-’ 
xellency’s orders of the 1st instant, I 
sailed from Castine with the detach- 
ment of royal artillery, the flank com- 
panies of the 29th, 62d, and 81^th 
'regiments, and one rifle company of 
the 7th battalion 60th regiment, which 
composed the force your excellency 
did me the honour to place under my 
command, for the purpose of co-ope- 
rating with Captain Barrie, of the 
royal navy, in an expedition up this 
fiver. 


On the morping of the 2d, having 
proceeded above the town of Frank- 
fort, we discovered some of the enemy 
on their march towards Hamden, by 
the eastern shore, which induced me 
to order Brevet-Major CroasSaile, with 
a detachment of the 98th, and some 
riflemen of the 60th regiment, under 
Lieutenant Wallace, to ^nd and in- 
tercept them, which was accomplish- 
ed, and that detachment of the enemy 
(as I have since learned) were pre- 
vented from joining the main body as- 
sembled at Hamden. On this occasion 
the enemy had one man killed, and 
some wounded. Major Croasdaile re- 
embarked without any loss. We ar- 
rived off Bald-Head Cove, three miles 
distant from Hamden, about fiVe o*- 
dock that evening, when Capt. Barrie 
agreed with me in determining to land 
the troops immediately. Having dis- 
covered that the enemy's picquets were 
advantageously posted on the north 
side of the cove, I directed Brevet- 
Major Riddle, with the grenadiers of 
the 62d, and Captain Ward, with the 
rifle company of the 60th, to dislodge 
them, and take up that ground, which 
duty was performed under Major Rid- 
dle’s directions, in a most complete 
an*d satisfactory m*anner by about seven 
o'clock ; and before ten at nighy-;,be 
whole of the troops, including eighty 
marines under Captain Carter, (whom 
Captain Barrie had done me the ho- 
nour to attach to my command,) were 
landed and bivouacked for the night, 
during which it rained incessantly. We 
got under arms at five o’clock this 
morning ; the* rifle company forming 
the advance, under Capt. Ward ; Brevet- 
Major Keith, with the light company 
of the 62d, bringing up rear^ and 
the detachment of marines, underCapU 
Carter, moving upon my flanks, while * 
>Captair> Barrie, with the ships and 
gun-boats under his commlt\d,*^advan- 
ced at the same time up the river, oa 
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tny right, towards Hamden. In ad- 
dition to the detachment of royal ar- 
tillery under Lieut. Garston, Captain 
Barrie had landed ope six-pounder, a 
six and half-inch howitzer, and a rock- 
et apparatus, with a detachment of 
sailors under Lieutenants Symonds, 
Botely, and Slade, and Mr Sparling, 
master of bis majesty^s ship Bulwark. 

The fog was so thick, it was im- 
possible to form a correct idea of the 
features of the country, or to recon- 
noitre the enemy, whose number were 
reported to be 1400, under the com- 
mand of Brigadier -General Blake. 
Between seven and eight o’clock, our 
skirmishers in advance were so sharply 
engaged with the enemy, as to induce 
me fo send forward one half of the 
light company of the ^9th regiment, 
under Captain Coakcr, to their sup. 
port. The column had not advanced 
much further before 1 discovered the 
enemy drawn out in a line, occupying 
a very strong and advantageous posi- 
tion in front of the town of Hamden, 
his left flanked by a high hill com- 
manding the road and river, on which 
were mounted several heavy pieces of 
cannon ; his right extending consider- 
ably beyond our left, resting upon a 
strong point d’appui, with an 18- 
pot^nderand some light field-pieces* in 
advance of his centre, so pointed as 
completely to rake the road, and a 
narrow bridge at the foot of a hill, by 
which we were obliged to advance 
upon his position. As soon as he 
perceived our column approaching, he 
opened a very heavy and continued fire 
of grape and musketry upon us ; we 
however soon crossed the bridge, de- 
ployed, and charged up the hill to get 
possession of his guns, one of which 
we found had already fallen into the 
hands of Captain Ward’s riflemen in 
advance. The enemy’s lire mow be^ 
gan to*^ slacken, and we pushed on ra- 
pidly, and succeeded in driving him at 


all points from his position ; while 
Captain Coaker, with the light com- 
pany of-the 29th, had gained posses- 
sion of the hill on his left, from whence 
it was discovered that the Adams fri- 
gate was on fire, and that the enemy 
had deserted the battery which defend- 
ed her. • 

We were now in complete posses- 
sion of the enemy’s position above, 
and Captain Barrie, with the gun-boats, 
had secured that below the hill.^ Upon 
this occasion twenty pieces of cannon 
felt into our hands of the naval ai'.d 
military force, the return of \fhich,I 
enclose ; after which Captain Barrie 
and myself determined on pursuing the 
enemy towards Bangor, which place 
we reached without opposition ; and 
here 2 brass 3-pounders, and 3 stand 
of colours, fell into our possession. 
Brigadier-General Blake, also in this 
town, surrendered himself prisoner,^ 
and with other prisoners, to the amouiit 
of x21, were admitted to theij-'/.afoles. 
Eighty prisoners taken Hamden 
are in our custody. The loss sustain- 
ed by the enemy I have not had it in 
my power correctly to ascertain ; re- 
port states it to be from 30 to 40 in 
killed, wounded, and missing. 

Our own loss, I am happy to add, 
is but small, viz. one rank and file, 
killed ; one captain, seven rank and 
file, wounded ; one rank and file, miss- 
ing. Captaki Gcll, of the 2yth, was 
wxiunded when leading the column, 
which deprived me of his active and 
useful assistance ; but, I am happy to 
add, he is recovering. 

, 1 have, See, (Signed) 

Henry John, Lieut.-CoL 


Admiralty Oct* 8. 

Captain Senhouse, of his majesty’s 
sloop the Martin, has arrived this af- 
tc^i-noon at this office, bringing a dis- 
patch from Rear-Admiral Griffith, 
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addrcssecl to John Wilson Croker, 
Esq. of which, and of its enclosures, 
the following are copies : — .* 

Ilis Majesty's ship Endymion^ 
off CaMnCi entrance of the 
• Peyiobscot Rivcr^ Sept. 9, 

Sir, — My letter of the 23d of Au- 
gust, from Hiiifax, by the Rover, 
will have made you acquainted with 
my intbntion of accompanying the ex- 
pedition then about to proceed under 
the ccunmand of his Excellency •Sir * 
John Sherbrooke, K. B. for this place. 

I have now the honour to inform 
you, that 1 put to se^ on the 26th 
ultimo, with tiie ships and sloop named 
in the margin, and ten sail of tran- 
sports, having the troops on board, 
and arrived off the Metinicus Islands 
on the morning of the 31st, where I 

M joined by the Bulwark, Tenedos, 
Rmbsi^an, Peruvian, and Picton. ^om 
Captain^ft^rce, of the Rifleman/ 1 
learned tharthe United States frigate 
Adams had a few days before got into 
Penobscot ; but not considering her- 
self in safety there had gone on to 
Hamden, a place 27 miles higher up 
the river, where her guns had been 
landed, and a position was fortifying 
for her protection. 

Towards evening the wind being 
fair, and the weather favourable, the 
fleet made sail up the Penobscot bay^ 
Captain Parker, in the Tenedos, lead- 
ing. We passed between the Metini- 
cus and Green Islands about midnight, 
and steering through the channel form- 
, cd by the Fox Islands and OwFs 
Head, ran up to the eastward of Long 
Island, and found ourselves at day- 
light in the morning in sight of the 
fort and town of Castine. As we ap- 
proached, some shew of resistance was 
made, and a few shots were fired ; ' 
but the fort was soon after abandoned 
and blown up. At about eight a. m. 


the men of war. and transports were 
anchored a little to the northward of 
the peninsula of Castine, and the small- 
er vessels taking a station nearer In for 
covering the landing, the troops were 
put on shore, and took possession of 
the town and works without opposi- 
tion. ^ 

The general wishing to occupy a 
post at Belfast, on the western side of 
the bay, (through which the high 
road from Boston runs), for the pur- 
pose of cutting oiF all communication 
witli that side of the country, the Bac- 
chante and Rifleman were detached 
with the troops destined for this ser- 
vice, and quiet possession was taken, 
and held, of that town, as long as was 
thougiit necessary. * 

Arrangements were immediately 
made for attacking the frigate at Ham- 
den, and the general having proffered 
every military assistance, six hundred 
picked men under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel John, of the 60th 
regiment, were embarked the same af- 
ternodn, on board his majesty^s sloops 
Peruvian and Sylph, and a small tran- 
sport. To this force were added the 
marines of the Dragon, and as many 
armed boats fron\the squadron as was 
thought necessary for disembarking 
the troops and covering their laniling, 
and the whole placed under tlie com- . 
mand of Captain Barrie, of the Dra- 
gon ; and the lieut.-col. made sail up 
the river at 6 o'clock that evening. 

I have the honour to enclose Capt* 
Barrie’s account of his proceedings ; 
and, taking into consideration the ene- 
my's force, an*d the formidable strength 
of his position, too much praise can- 
not be given him, the, officers, und 
men under his command, for tho judg- 
ment, decision, and gallantry .with 
which this little enterprise has been' 
achieved. ^ ^ 

So soon as accounts were received 
from Captain Barrie tl|it the Adamjs 
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was destroyed, and the force assepibled 
for her protection dispersed, the troops 
stationed at Belfast were ernbarked, 
and arrangements made for sending 
them to .take possession of Macchias, 
the only place occupied, by the ene- 
my's troops between this and Passa- 
maquoddy Bay. I ^directed Captain 
Parker, of his majesty's ship Tenedos, 
to receive on board Lieut. -Colonel 
Pilkington, deputy adjutant-general, 
who is appointed to command, and a 
small detachment of artillery and rifle- 
men, and to take under his command 
the Bacchante, Rifleman, and Picton 
schooner, and proceed to the attack 
of that place. He sailed on the 6th 
instant, and most likely, by this time, 
the troops are in possession of it. Af- 
ter destroying the defences they are 
directed to return here. 

The inhabitants of several townships 
cast of this have sent deputations here 
to tender their submission to the Bri- 
tish authority ; and such of them as 
could give reasonable security that 
their arms would be used only for the 
protection of their pcTSons and pro- 
perty, have been allowed to retain 
them. This indulgence was absolute- 
ly necessary in ordpr to secure tjie 
quiet and unoffending against violence 
and ^trage from their less peaceable 
neighbours, and for the maintenance 
of the peace and tranquillity of the 
country. All property on shore, bona 
flde belonging to the inhabitants of 
the country in our possession, has been 
respected. All public property, and 
all property afloat, has been confisca- 
ted. 

Sir John Sherbrooke conceiving it 
to be of importance that the govern- 
ment fhould be informed, without de- 
lay, pf our successes here, has request- 
ed that a tteaael of war may take his 
dispatches to England. • 

1 have, in compliance with his wish- 
es, 'appropriated the Martin for that 
^service, and Captain Senliouse will 


take a copy of this letter to Uie Se^ 
cretary of the Admiralty. 

I have the honour, 

Edw. Grifwth# 

To Vice-Admiral the Hon. 

Sir Alexander Cochrane, 

K. B. &c. -r ' 

« 

His Majesty* s sloop Sylph^ off 
Bangor^ in the Penobscot^ 
Sept. 3, 1815. 

Sir, — Having received on bo&rd the 
ships named in the margin, a detach- 
merit of twenty men of the royal artil- 
lery, with one five and half- inch howit- 
zer, commanded by Lieut. Garston ; 
a party of eighty marines, commanded 
by Captain Carter, of the Dragon ; 
the flank companies of the 29th, 62d, 
and 98th regiments, under the com- 
mand of Captains Gell and Coaker, 
Majors Riddel, Keith, and Croasdaile, 
and Captain M'Pherson ; also a rifl^'" 
company of the 7th battalion^/>r the 
60lh regiment, commandj^1)y Capt. 
Ward ; and the whole under the or- 
ders of Lieut.- Colonel John, of the 
60th regiment ; I proceeded agreeably 
to ycHir order, with the utmost dis- 
patch, up the Penobscot. Light va- 
riable winds, a most intricate channd, 
of which we were perfectly ignorant, 
and thick foggy weather, prevented 
iriy arriving off Frankfort before two 
p. m. of the 2d insf. Here Colonel 
John and myself thought it advisable 
to send a message to the inhabitants ; 
and having received their answer, we 
pushed on towards Hamden, where 
we received intelligence that the ene- 
my 'had strongly fortified himself. On 
our way up, several troops were ob- 
served on the east side of the river 
maJeing for Brewer; these were dri- 
ven into the woods without any losff 
on our side, by a party under the or- 
ders of Major Croasdaile, and the guns 
from the boats. The enemy bad one 
killed and several wounded. 

At five p. ra. of the 2d instant, we 

• 7 ? 
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arrived ofP BalPs Head Cove, distant 
three miles from Hamden. 

Colonel John and myself landed on 
the south side of the Cove, to recon- 
noitre the ground and obtain intelli- 
gence. Having gained the hills, we 
discovered^ the enemy's picquets ad- 
vantageously postsrd near the highway 
leading to Hamden, on the north side 
of the Cove. 

We immediately determined to land 
one hundred and fifty men, under Ma- 
jor Riddel, to drive in the picquets 
and take up their ground. This qh- 
jeot was obtained by seven o’clock, 
and notwithstanding every difficulty, 
the whole of the troops were landed 
on the north side of thc^ Cove by ten 
o'clock ; but it was found impossible 
to land the artillery at the same place. 
The troops bivouacked on the ground 
taken possession of by Major Riddel. 

T j rained incessantly during the night. 
At ^^-break this morning the fog 
clearedSw^ for about a quarte!&/bf 
an hour, wwh enabled me to recon- 
noitre the enemy by water ; and I 
found a landing>place for the artillery 
about two-thirds of a mile from Ball’s 
Head. Off this place the troops halt- 
ed till the artillery were mounted, and 
by six the whole advanced towards 
Hamden. 

The boats under the immediate; 
command of Lieutenant Pedler, the 
first of the Dragon, agreeable to a 
previous arrangement with Colonel* 
John, advanced in a line with the 
right flank of the army. The Peru- 
vian, Sylph, Dragon’s tender, and 
Harmony transport, were kept a Jiit- 
•tle in the rear in reserve. 

Our information stated the enemy’s 
force at fourteen hundred men, and he 
had chosen a most excellent position 
on a high hill. About a quarter of 
a mile to the southward of the Adams 
frigate he had mounted ^ight 48- 
. pounders. This fort was Ccuculated 
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to command both the highway, by 
which our troops had to advance, and 
the river. On a wharf close to the 
Adams, he had mounted fifteen 18- 
pounders, which completely command- 
ed the river, which at this plaoe is not 
above three oables’ length wide, and 
the land on each side is high and well 
wooded. • 

A rocket boat under my Immediate 
direction, but manoeuvred by Mr Gin- 
ton, gunner, and Mr Small, midship- 
man of the Dragon, was advanced 
^bout a quarter of a mile a- head of 
the line of boats. 

So soon as the boats got within 
gunshot, the enemy opened his fire 
upon them from the hill and wharf, 
which was warmly returned, pur 
rockets were generally well-directed, 
and evidently threw the enemy in- 
to confusion. Mean time our troops 
stormed the hill with the utmost gal- 
lantry. . Before the boats got within 
good grape-shot of the wharf battery, 
the enemy set fire to the Adams, and 
he ran from his guns the moment our 
troops carried the hill. 

I joined the army about ten minutes 
after this event. Colonel John and 
myself immediately determined to leave 
a sofficient force in possession of the 
hiU, and to pursue the enemy, who 
was then in sight of the Bangor ii>ad, 
flying at full speed. The boats and 
ships pushed up the river, preserving 
their original position with the army. 
The enemy was too nimble for us, knd 
most of them escaped into the woods 
on our left. 

On approaching Bangor, the inha- 
bitants, who had opposed us at Ham- 
den, threw off their military character, 
and as magistrates, select men, d:c. 
made an unconditional surrender^f the 
town. Here the pursuit stoppedw 
. Abo^t two hours afterwards, Bri- 
gadier-General Blake came into the 
town to deliver himself as a* prisoner, 
t 
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The general and other prisoners, 
amounting to one hundred and ninety- 
one, ^ere admitted to their parole. 

Enclosed I have the honbur to for- 
ward you lists of the vessels we have 
capturcfd or destroyed, and other ne- 
cessary reports, I am 'happy to in- 
form you our loss consists only of one 
seaman, belonging to the Dragon, kill- 
ed ; Captain Gell, of the 29th, and 
seven privates, wounded ; one rank 
and file missing. 

I cannot close ray report without 
expressing my highest admiration of. 
the very gallant conduct of Colonel 
John, the officers, and soldiers under 
his command ; for, exclusive of the 
battery before mentioned, they had 
difficulties to contend with on their 
left which did not fall under my ob- 
servation, as the enemy’s field-pieces 
in that direction were masked. The 
utmost cordiality existed between the 
two services, and I shall ever feel obli- 
ged to Colonel John for his ready co- 
operation in every thing that was pro- 
posed. The officers and men Ijore the 
privations inseparable from our con- 
fined means of accommodation with a 
cheerfulness that entitles them to my 
warmest thanks. 

I can form no estimate of the ene- 
my’s absolute loss. From different 
stragglers I learn, that, exclusive of 
killed and missing, upwards of thirty 
Jay wounded in the woods. 

1 have the honour to be, 8cc. 

Robert Baurie, Captain 
of his Majesty ship 
Dragon. 

CAPITULATION. 

To Capt. Hyde Parker, command- 

* ing the ‘naval force, and Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Andrew Pilkington, 
commanding the land force of his 
Britannic Majesty, now ^t Mac- . 
chbs. ' 

Gentlemen,— The forces under your 


command having captured tlie forts in 
the neighbourhood of Macchias, and 
taken possession of the territory ac^a- 
cent within the county of Washing- 
ton, and the situation of the country 
being such between the Penobscot 
river and the Passamaquod^y bay, aa 
to preclude the hope that an adequate 
force can be furnished by the United 
States for its protection ; we propose 
a capitulation, and offer for ourselves 
a%id in behalf of the officers ^md sol- 
diers of the brigade within the county 
of, Washington, to give our ^arole^'of 
honour, that we will not, directly or 
indirectly, bear arms, or in any way 
serve against his Britannic Majesty 
King Georgd the Third, King of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, his successors and allies, du- 
ring the present war between Great 
Britain and the United States, upon 
condition we have your assurance, that, 
while we remain in this situatiop "'^and 
co'Aoider ourselves under^t^^'^Tiritish 
government until further orders, we 
shall have the safe and full enjoyment 
of our private property, and be pro- 
tected in the exercbe of our usual oc- 
cupations, 

John Brewer, Brigadier-Gen. 
2d brigade, 10th division, for 
the officers and soldiers of the 
Sd regiment in the said bri- 
gade. 

James Campbell, Lieut. -Col. 
commanding Ist regiment, 2d 
brigade, 10th division, for him- 
self, officers, and soldiers in the 
said regiment. 

These terms have been granted and 
approved of by us, 

Hyde Parker, Captain of hit 
Majesty’s ship Teiiedos. 

A. Pjlkington, Lieuu-Colonel^ 
commanding. 

Mucckia^ Sept. 18. 
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^ Do'mhing-Streeti OcL 24, 1814. 
A dispatch, of which the following is 
a cqpy, addressed to Earl Bathurst 
by Lieutenant-General Sir J.* Sher- 
brooke, K.B.was yesterday received 
at this office i — 

HalifiiXy Sepi. 28, 1814. 
My Lord,-— Having now received 
Lieutenant-Colonel Pilkington's offi- 
cial report of the capture of Macchias, 
I do^niySjflf the honour of forwarding 
it for your lordship’s information. 

Pbeg leave to call the attention qf 
your lordship to the zeal and activity 
displayed by Lieutenant-Colonel Pilk- 
ington on this occasion, as well as the 
discipline and good conduct evinced 
by thp officers and troops under his 
Cpipinand in the execution of this ser- 
vice. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

J. C. SlIERBltOOKE. 

f^acchiaSy Sept. 14, 18!.A 
Sir, — I ha^ithe honour to acquaint 
your excellency, that I sailed from 
Penobscot Bay with the brigade you 
was pleased to place under my com- 
mand, consisting of a detachment of 
royal artillery, with a howitzer, the 
battalion companies of the 29th regi- 
ment, and a party of the 7th battalion 
60th foot, on the morning of the 9tb 
instant, and arrived at Bucks Harbour, 
about ten miles from this place, on the 
following evening. 

As the eneipy fired several alarm 
guns on our approaching the shore, it 
was evident he was apprehensive of an 
attack ; I therefore deemed it expedi- 
ent to disembark the troops with as 
little delay as possible ; and Captain 
Hyde Parker, commanding the naval 
force, appointed Captain Stanfell to 
superintend this duty, and it was exe- 
cuted by that officer with the utniost 
promptitude and decision. • 

Upon reaching tfie shore, I ascer- 


tained that there wa6 onl^ a pathway 
through the woods by which we could 
advance and take Fort O’Brien, and 
the battery *in reverse ; and as the guns 
of these works commanded the passage 
of the river upon which the tbwn is 
situated, I decided upon possessing 
ourselves of them, if practicable, du- 
ring the night. • 

We moved forward at ten o’clock 
p. m. and after a most tedious and ha- 
rassing march, only arrived near to the 
fort at break of day, although the dis- 
tance does not exceed five miles. 

The advanced ^uard, which consist- 
ed of two companies of the 29th regi- 
ment, and a detachment of riflemen of 
the 60th regiment, under Major Todd, 
of the former corps, immediately drove 
in the enemy’s picquets, and upon pur- 
suing him closely, found the fort had 
been evacuated, leaving their colours, 
about five minutes before we entered 
it. Within it, and the battery, there 
are two 24-pounder8, three 18-pound- 
ers, several dismounted guns, and a 
blockhot\»se. The party which esca- 
ped amounted to about seventy men 
of the 40th regiment of American in- 
fantry, and thirty of the embodied mi- 
litia ; the retreat was so rapid, that I 
was not enabled to take any prisoners. 
I understand there were a few wound- 
ed, but they secreted themselves in ihe 
woods* 

Having secured the fort, we lost no 
•time in advancing upon Macchias, which 
was taken without any resistance, and 
also two field-pieces. 

The boats of the squadron under 
the command of Lieutenant Bouchier 
of the royal navy, and the royal ma- 
rines under Lieut. Welchman, were 
detached to the eastern -side of tHe 
river, and were of essential aerviCe in 
taking two field-pieces in that quar- 
ler. ^ 

Notwithstanding that the •militia 
were not assembled to any extent in 
10 
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the vicinity of the town, I was ma- 
king the necessary arrangefnents to 
advance into the interior of the coun- 
try, when I received a letter from Bri- 
gadier- General Brewer, commanding 
the district, wherein he engages that 
the militia forces within the county of 
Washington shall not bear arms, or 
in any way serve sfgainst his Britannic 
majesty, during the present war. A 
aimilar offer having been made by the 
civil officers and principal citizens of 
the county, a cessation of arms was 
agreed upon, and the county of Wasli- 
ington has passed under the dominion 
of his Britannic majesty. 

I beg leave to congratulate you upon 
the importance of this accession of ter- 
ritery which has been wrested from 
the enemy : it embraces about one 
hundred miles of sea-coast, and in- 
cludes that intermediate tract of coun- 
try which separates the province of 
New Brunswick from Upper Canada. 

Wo have taken twenty-six pieces of 
ordnance, serviceable and unservice- 
able, with a proportion of ^rms and 
ammunition, returns of wdiich are en- 
closed ; and I have the pleasing satis- 
faction to add, that this service has 
been ciFected without the loss of a 
man on our part. " 

I cannot refrain from expressing, 
in Che strongest manner, the admirable 
steadiness and good conduct of the 
il9th regiment, under Major Hodge. 
The advance, under Major Todd, arc 
also entitled to my warmest thanks. 

A detachment of 30 seamen from 
his majesty s ship Bacchante, under 
Mr Bruce, masters <mate, were at- 
tached to the royal artillery under the 
command of Licuteiiant Daniell, of 
that corps, Tor the purpose of drag- 
ging the howitzer, as no other means 
could be procured to bring it for- 
ward ; and to their unwearjed exen 
tions, ♦and the judicious arrangement 
of Lieutenant Daniell, I am indebted 


for having a five and a half inch boir 
itzer conveyed through a country the 
most ^difficult of access I ever wit- 
nessed*. 

To Captain Parker, of his majes- 
ty’s ship Tenedos, who commanded 
the squadron, I feel every obligation ; 
and I can assure you the most cordial 
understanding has subsisted between 
the two branches of the service. 

I have the honour to be, &c# 

«* A. PlLKINGTON, iJyeut-Col. 

Deputy. Adj .- General. 

To Lieut.-Gen. Sir J. C. Sher- * 
brooke, K. B. &c. 


Dotming^ Street f Nov* 16- 
Extract of a dispatch from Lieute- 
nant-General Sir George Prevost, 
Bart, to Earl Bathurst, dated 

Head quarters^ Montr^^ 
Sept, 30, 181^-“" 
have the honour to^ti'ahsmit to 
your lordship the enclrfed copy of a 
dispatch I have received from Lieut.- 
General Drummond, reporting the 
result of a sortie made by the enemy, 
with a large proportion of his force, 
from Fort Erie, on the 17th instant, 
in which the very superior numbers of 
the American army were at length 
repulsed with very great loss, by the 
intrepid valour and determined brave- 
ry of the division of troops under the 
lieutenant-generars command. A co- 
py of Major-General De Wattcville’s 
report, and the return of killed, wound- 
ed, and missing, on the occasion, are 
annexed ; and although in this affair 
we have suffered a considerable loss, 
it will be satisfactory to your lordship 
to learn that Lieut. -General Drum- 
mond represents the conduct and spi- 
rit displayed by the officers and men 
engaged as deserving of his highest 
c&mmendation. 
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» Extract of a letter from Lieutenant- 
General Drummond to Lieut.enant- 
General Sir G. Prevost, dated 

Camp lefore Fori Erie^ 
j ^ ^epU 19, 1814. 

? My letter to yojir excellency of the 
[' 17 th gave a short account of the result 
of an attack made by the enemy on my 
batteries and position on that day. I 
have now the honour to transmit a cog 
py of Major-General De Watteviilc’s 
repfbrt, together with a return of kill- 
ed, *wouilded, and missing on that oc- 
casion. 

To the information which your ex- 
cellency will derive from* those docu- 
ments, I have to add, that as soon as 
the firing was heard I proceeded to- 
wards the advance, and found the 
troops had moved from the camp, and 
the Royals and 89th had been pushed 
by J^ajor-General De Watteville into 
the woM on the right towards No. 
battery, and lhat the 82d was moving 
to the support of the batteries on the 
left. At this moment it was reported 
to me that the enemy had gained pos- 
session of the batteries No. 2 and 3, 
and that our troops were falling back ; 
a report which the approach of the 
fire confirmed (your excellency will 
have in recollection, that the whole 
line of operations lay in a thick wood;) 
I immediately directed Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel Campbell to detach one wing of 
the 6th yegiment to support the 82d 
in an attack which I ordered to be 
«iade for the recovery of battery No. 
2. I directed Major-General De Wat- 
teville to superintend this movement ; 
Major-General Stovin took the direc- 
tion of the troops and guns left in re- 
serve. I threw forward the Glengarry 
light infantry into the wood in front of 
the centre, to check the advance of the 
enemy and support the troops retiriyg 
from that point ; both these move- 
ments were executed to my entire sa- 
tisfaction, and being combined with a 
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judicious attack made by Lteut.-Col. 
Gordon, with part of the first brigade, 
consisting of the Ist battalion of the 
Royal Scots, supported by the 89th, 
the enemy was every where, driven 
back, and oiir.batteries and entrench- 
ments regained, not, however, before 
he had disabled th6;,guns in No. 3 bat- 
tery and exploded its magazine. The 
enemy did not again attempt to make 
a stand, but retreated in great disorder 
to the fort, and was followed by our 
troops to the glacis of the place. 

To Major-Gtineral De Watteville’* 
report 1 must refer your excellency for 
the cause of the enemy's success in the 
first instance, viz. the overwhelming 
number of the enemy, to which we had 
only the King's and De Wattevifle's 
regiments to oppose. The spirit which 
the troops displayed in all the subse- 
quent operations deserves the highest 
commendations, and entitles them to 
my warmest approbation. I have only 
to regret that the scene of action (a 
thick wood) was so unfavourable to 
the disjilay of the valuable qualities 
which are inherent in British troops. 
The charge made by the 82d regi- 
ment under Major Proctor, and de- 
tachments of the ,6th under Mijor 
Ta^dor, led to the recovery of the bat- 
tery No. 2, and very much decijled 
the precipitate retrograde movement 
made by the enemy from the different 
points ol* our position, of which he had 
gained a short possession. 

Major General De Watteville re- 
ports most favourably oi'the steadiness 
evinced by the 1st battalion Royal 
Scots, under Lieutenant-Colonel Gor- 
don, (commanding 1st brigade) and 
the remains of the 2d battalion 89tiii, 
under Captain Basden. I myself, wit- 
nessed the good order and spirit with 
which the Glengarry light infantry, 
under Eieuteiiaut-Coloiiel BaUersby^ 
pushed into the wood, an(i* by their 
superior fire drove back the enemy's 
light trqops. Lieut.*Col. Pearson, in- 
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spectingficld-ofTicer, accdmpafiiecl this 
part of his demi-brigade, and I am 
sorry to say, received a severe, thoiipfh 
I hope not a dangerous wound. To 
Major-General De Watteville, who 
commanded in camp, and by whom 
the first directions were given and ar- 
rangements made, •.! am under great 
obligatiotis for the judgment displayed 
by him, and for his zeal and exertions 
during the action. — My acknowledg- 
ments are also due to Major-General 
Stovin, who anived at my head-quar- 
ters a few hours befpni the attack, for 
the assistance I received from him. I 
cannot sufficiently appreciate the va- 
luable assistance which I have received 
fropn Col. Myers, deputy-quarter-mas- 
ter-general, and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Harvey, deputy-adjutant-general, du- 
ring the present service, and which 
have been of the more importance, as, 
from my own state of health of late (in 
consequence of my wound), I have 
not been able to use those active exer- 
tions which I otherwise might. I 
avail myself of this opportunity of 
again expressing my sincere concern at 
the loss which this division of the ar- 
my sustained, by the accident which 
deprived it of the services of Major 
General Couran, from whose energy 
an4 ability much was justly to be ex- 
pected. To Major G!egg, assistant- 
adjutant- general ; to Captains Cham- 
bers and Powell, deputy-assistants 
quarter-master-general y to Captain 
Foster, military secretary ; Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Hagerman, provincial 
aide-de-camp, and to I^^ieutenant Nes- 
field, 89th regiment, acting aide-de- 
camp, who have rendered me every as- 
sistance in their respective situations, 
my best acknowledgments are due ; 
they are likewise due to Major D*Al- 
ton, brigade major, with the right di- 
vision, ^for his uniform correctness, 
zeal, and attention to his duty. 

*To Lieut -Col. Campbell, of the 6th 
regiment, 1 am also' much indebted, as 


well in his capacity of commanding- 
officer, of that excellent corps, as in 
that of' senior officer of the reserve of 
this division. Colonel Fischer, of De 
Watteville’s regiment, and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ogilvie, of the King^s, are en- 
titled to my thank^. The zeal and 
exertions of Major Phillott, command- 
ing the royal artillery ; Captains Walk- 
er and Sabine, and the officers and men 
of that corps, have been unremitting, 
and merit every commendation^ I 
have reason to be pleased with the^ac- 
tivity and zeal which Major Lisle, ?nd 
the office! s and men of the squadron 
of the 19th light dragoohs, have uni- 
formly displaced. 

The enemy, it is now ascertained, 
made the sortie with his whole force, 
which, including the militia volunteers 
by which he has lately been joined, 
could not consist of less than five thou- 
sand. About two hundred prisfiKiers 
into our hands, and I canfibt esti- 
mate the enemy ^8 loss^ killed and 
wounded at less than that number. 

The dreadful state of the roads and 
of the weather, it having poured with 
rain almost incessantly for the last ten 
days, renders every movement of ord- 
nance or heavy stores exceedingly dif- 
ficult. By great exertions the com- 
manding artiflery officer has succeeded 
in moving the battery guns and mor- 
tars, with their stores, &c. towards the 
Chippawa, to which place I mean to 
withdraw them for the present. 

Camp, before Fort Erie, 
Sept. 19, 1814. 

'Sir, — I have the honour to report 
to you, that the enemy attacked, on 
the 17th, in the afternoon, at three 
o’clock, our position before Fort Erie, 
the second brigade, under Colonel 
Fischer, composed of the 8th and De 
Watteville’s regiments, being on duty. 

Under cover of a heavy fire of his 
artillery from Fort Erie, and much fa- 
voured by the nature of the ground, 
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^ afid also by the state of the weather, 
the rain falling in torrents at the mo- 
ment of his approach, the encnjfy suc- 
ceeded in turning the right of our line 
of picquets without being perceived, 
and with a very considerable force at- 
tacked both the picquet<?i and support 
in their flanks ahcf rear 5 at the same 
time another of the enemy’s columns 
attacked in front the picquets betw. en 
J\o. 2 and No. 3 batteries, and, having 
succeedefl in penetrating by No. 4 
picquet, part of his force turned to his 
left, and thereby surrounded our right, 
and* got almost possession of No. 3 
battery. 1 he enemy then directed hia 
attacks with a very superjor force to- 
M;arthrNo. 2 battery, but the obstinate 
resistance made by the picquets, under 
every possible disadvantage, delayed 
con8idera!)ly his getting possession of 
No 2 battery, in which, however, he 
ai'hst succeeded. 

As soon as the alarm was given, tlje 
1 St brigade being the next for support, 
composed of the Royal Scots, the 82d, 
and 9th i egiments, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Gordon, received orders to 
march forward ; and also the light de- 
mi brigade, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Pearson, the (?th regiment remaining 
in reserve, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Campbell. From the Concession-road 
the Royal Scots, wi(h the 89th as sup-* 
port, moved by the New road, and met 
the enemy near the block-house, on 
the right of No. 3 battery, whom they 
engaged, and by their steady and in- 
trepid conduct checked his further 
progress. The 82d regiment, and three 
companies of the 6th regiment were 
detached to the left, in order to sup- 
port No. 1 and 2 batteries ; the ene- 
my having at that time possession of 
No. 2 battery, and still pushing for- 
ward seven companies of the 82d, un- 
der Major Pructor, and the three com- 
panies of the 6th, under Major Tay- 
lor, received directions to oppose the 
enemy’s forces, and immediately char- 
ged them with the most intrepid bra- 


very, driving them back across our 
entrenchments, and also from No. 2 
battery, thereby preventing their de- 
stroying it, or damaging its guns in a 
considerable degree ; Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel Pearson, with the Glengari^y light 
infantry, und*cr Lieutena.»t-Colonel 
Battrrsby, pushed forward by the cen- 
tre road, attacked* and carijied with 
great gallantry the new entrenchment 
then in full possession of the enemy. 

The enemy being thii.s repulsed at 
every point was forced to retire with 
precipitation to their works, leaving 
prisoners and a number of their wound- 
ed in our hands. By five o’clock the 
entrenchments were again occupied, 
and the line of picquets established as 
it had been previous to the enemy’s 
attkek. 

1 have the honour to enclose a re- 
turn of casualties, and the report of 
the officer commanding the royal ar- 
tillery, respecting the damage done to 
the ordnance and the batteries, during 
the time they were in the enemy’s 
possession. 

I have, &c. 

L. De Watteville, Major-Gen. 

Return of casualties of the right divi- 

ffion of the armyi in action with the 

6ncmy, camp before Fort Erie, 

Sept. 17, 1814.. 

General total, — 1 captain, 2 lieute- 
nants, 7 Serjeants, iO.5 rank and file, 
killed ; 3 lieutenant-colonels, 3 cap- 
tains, 10 lieutenants, 1 ensign, 13 Ser- 
jeants, 1 drummer, 147 rank and file, 
wounded ; 2 majors, 4 captains, 3 lieu- 
tcnaiits, 2 ensigns, 1 adjutant, 1 a'^sist- 
ant-surgeon, 21 serjeants, 2 drummers, 
280 rank and file, missing. 

# 

Extract of a letter fron^ Sir G. Pre- 
• vost %o Earl Bathurst, dated 

Head quarterSf Montre^lf 
Oct. 4, 1814 

I hare the honour to transmit to 
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your lordship the enclosed extract of 
a letter I have just received from Lieu- 
tenant General Drummond 

Extract of a letter from Lieutenant- 
General Drummond to his Excel- 
lency Liewt.-Gen. Sii^' George Pre- 
vost, dated 

District Head quarters. Falls 
of Niqfrara. Sept, ^^4*. 
The troops fell back at 8 o’clock 
on the evening of the 21 at ro the po- 
sition alluded to in my letter of that 
date, and bivouacked* for t e night 
under torrents of rain. Soon after day- 
light, on the 22d, the enemy discover- 
ed our movements, and pushed out his 
picquets posted on the plain opposite 
Black Rock, and immediately retreat- 
ed, after exchanging a few shots, with- 
out attempting to molest them. Ha- 
ving waited until two o’clock, (as well 
for the purpose of giving battle to the 
enemy should he nave ventured out, 
as of giving time for the movement of 
all incumbrances behind the^ Black 


Creek) I ordered the troops to retire 
across Frenchman’s Creek, and the 
bridge over that creek to be destroy- 
ed. A cavalry picquet was left to 
watch this brigade ; and the troops 
then proceeded to take up their can- 
tonments. The whole or the move- 
ments has this day 'been completed ; 
and the troops are now in comfortable 
quarters, where it is my intention to 
give them a few days repose* 

Foreign-Offi^ce^ Dec, 26, 1814. 

Mr Baker arrived this afternoon ’at 
this office, with a treaty of peace and 
amity between his majesty and the 
United States of America, at 

Ghent, on the 24th instant, by Admi- 
ral Lord Gambier, Henry Goulburn, 
Esq., and Williams Adams, Esq., 
D. D. L., plenipotentiaries of his ma- 
jesty ; and by John Quincy Adams, 
J.^A* Bayard, Henry Clay, Jonathan 
Russell, and Albert Gallatin, Esqrs* 
plenipotentiaries on the part of the said 
United States, 
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STATE PAPERS.— BRITISH. 


The humlle Addressee of ihe House of 
Commons io his Royal Highness ihe 
Prince Recent, on the African Slave 
Trade; toiih his Royal Highnesses 
Anstvers* 

Tuesday, Sd May, 1814. 

Resolved, nemine contradicentef 
That a humble address be presented 
to his royal highness the Prince Re- 
gent, to assure his royal highness, that 
this House, relying, >vith perfect con- 
fidence, on the solemn assurances re- 
ceived by parliament in 1806 and 1810 “, 
that his majesty’s government would 
employ every proper means to obtain 
a convention of the powers of Eui'ope 
for the immediate and universal aboli- 
tion of the African slave trade, beg 
leave humbly and earnestly to repre- 
sent to his royal highness, that the 
happy and glorious events which pro- 
mise the general pacification of Christ- 
endom, the present union and assembly 
of its greatest sovereigns, and the great 
and generous principles which they 
proclainyis the rule of their conduct, 
afford a most auspicious opportunity 
for interposing the good offices of 
Great Britain to accomplish 'the aboVe 
noble purpose, with the weight which 
telongs to her rank among nations, to 


the services which she has rendered td 
European independence, aj^d L the 
unanimous and zealous concurrence of 
htr parliament and people. 

I'hat we feel ourselves authorized, 
by our own abolition of this trade, of 
the guilty profits of which we enjoyed 
the largest share, by the fellowship 
of tivilization, of religion, and even 
of common humanity, to implore the 
other members of the commonwealth 
of Europe to signalize the restoration 
, of its order and security by the prohi- 
bition of this detestable commerce, the 
common stain of the Christian name, a 
system of crimes by which thfe civili- 
zed professors of a beneficent religion 
spread desolation and perpetuate bar- 
barism among helpless savages, whom 
they are bound, by the most sacred 
obligations of duty, to protect, to in- 
struct, and to reclaim : 

Humblf to represent to his royal 
highness, that the high rank which 
this kingdom holds among maritime 
and colonial states imposes ^ very se- 
rious duty^upon the British govern- 
ment at this important juncture ; and 
thaP unless we interpose with effect, 
to procure a general *abbUtion, the 
practical result of the restoration of 



ccc 


EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 18U. 


peace will be, to revive a traffic which 
we have prohibited as a crime, to open 
the sea to swarms of piratical adven-- 
turers, who will renew and extend, on 
the shores of Africa, the scenes of car- 
nage and rapine in a great measure 
suspended by maritime hostilities ; and 
the peace of Chri'itcndom will kindle 
a thousand ferocious wars among 
wretched tribes, ignorant of our quar- 
rels and of our very name ; 

That the nations who have owed 
the security of their navigation to our 
friendship, and whom we have been 
happy enough to aid in expelling their 
oppressors and maintaining their inde- 
pendence, cannot listen without re- 
spect to our voice raised in the cause 
of justice and humanity ; and that 
amon^ great states, till of late our 
enemies, maritime hostility has in fact 
abolished the trade for twenty years, 
no interest is engaged in it, and the 
legal permission to carry it on would 
practically be a new establishment of 
it, after a full developement of its hor- 
rors : 

That we humbly trust, that in the 
moral order by which Divine Provi- 
dence administers the government of 
the world, this great act of atonement 
to Africa may contribute to consoli- 
date the safely and prolong the tran- 
quillity of Europe, that nations may 
be taught a higher respect for justice 
and humanity by the example of their 
sovereigns ; and that a treaty, sanc- 
tioned by such a disinterested and sa- 
cred stipulation, may be more pro- 
foundly reverenced, and more religi- 
ously observed, than even the most 
equitable compacts for the regulation 
of power or the distribution of terri- 
tory. 

Ordered— That the said address be 
presented to his royal highness the 
Prince Regent by such members of 
this House as are of his majesty’s 
most honourable privy council. 


His Royal Highnesses most gracious 
Ansvoer. 

Friday^ %d June^ 1814*. 
Mr Bathurst reported to the House, 
that their address of the 3d day of May 
last, respecting the abolition of the 
African slave trade, had been present- 
ed to his royal highness the Prince 
Regent ; and that his loyal highnesf 
was pleased to receive the same very 
gracioiioly, and had commanded Kim 
to acquaint the House, that it would 
be the earnest endeavour of his royal 
highness to accomplish the object of 
it. 

Monday^ June 27, 1814. 

Resolved, ncmine contradicente^ 
That a humble address be present- 
ed to his Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent, representing to his royal high- 
ness, that, while we learn with great 
satisfaction the successful exertions of 
his royal highness in obtaining the 
consent of the government of Sweden, 
and still more that of Holland, to an 
immediate and unqualified abolition of 
the slave trade, we are bound in duty 
to express the deep regret of this 
House, that the late unanimous ad- 
dress of this House, praying his royal 
highness to interpose his good offices 
to obtain a convention of the powers 
of Europe for the immediate and uni- 
versal abolition of the African slave 
trade, to which address his royal high- 
ness was pleased to return so gracious 
an answer, has failed to produce those 
consequences which this House and 
the country had most anxiously and 
with confidence anticipated : 

That the objects to the attainment 
of which that address was directed, 
do, in the opinion of this House, so 
deeply affect the best interests of Eu- 
rope, and the happiness and civiliza- 
tion of Africa, as to render it our im- 
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perious duty again to press them on 
the attention oi* nis royal highness : 

That, although the government of 
.France, whether from the eftect of 
partial and colonial interests, or from 
not being sufficiently aware of the 
enormities attendant on the slave trade, 
have not agreed to a stipulation for 
the immediate abolition of it ; yet that 
the consent of that government to abo- 
lish the trade in five years, and to unite 
its efforts with those of his Brininnic 
majesty, at the approaching congress, 
^to induce all the powers of Christen- 
• domT to decree its abolition, so that it 
shall cease universally at that time, — 
together with the disposition the French 
govci-nmcht is supposed to have mani- 
tested, to subject their own slave trade 
to some restrictions during the inter- 
vening period ; above all, that govern- 
ment’s distinct and unequivocal recog- 
nition of the radical injustice of the 
traffic in slaves, induce the House to 
entertain a confident hope, that further 
stipulations, with a view to the aboli- 
tion or limitation of the slave trade, 
may be obtained at the approaching 
coi^ress : 

That, independently of the unspeak- 
able evils to Africa which must arise 
from the permission of this nefarious 
traffic on the most extended scale for 
a further term of five years, and. of 
the increased inducements for carry- 
ing it on which will then exist, it is 
obvious that new and formidable db- 
stacles to the execution of our own 
laws against the slave trade must be 
created, that occasions of differences 
with those powers will be multiplied, 
that the evils and miseries produced 
in Africa, from the multitudes of hu- 
man beings obtained by fraud or by 
violence being forcibly dragged into 
perpetual slavery in a foreign land, 
must be most lamentable and exten- 
sive ; but they will be particularly* 
afflicting in those parts with whicli his 
majesty’s domimons have of late had 


the greatest iptercouree, because the 
restbration of the French settlements 
and their dependencies, with the right 
of ail 'unrestrained slave trade, must 
subject those populous and extensive 
districts, where, by the laudable cxeiw 
tions of Great Britain, peaceful in- 
dustry and social happiness have been 
in some measure produced, to a re- 
newal of the miseries inseparable from 
this odious traffic : the colony of Si- 
erra Leone, also, whence European 
knowledge, the blessings of order, and 
the arts of peace, have Ijegun to diffuse 
themselves through the neighbouring 
country, will be deprived of its bene- 
ficial influence, and even be exposed 
to imminent danger of ruin : 

That, with a direct view to the con- 
siderations and points ab4>f%«(|^ted, 
this House humbly, but most earnest- 
ly, implores his royal highness to en- 
deavour to obtain, if possible, from the 
government of France some diminu- 
tion of the term permitted to the slave 
trade ; but, in any case, its restriction, 
at least within certain limits, and its 
total exclusion from the parts of Afri* 
ca where the exertions of Great Britain 
have already succeeded in suppressing 
the trade, that the inhabitants of those 
''regions may be left in the enjoyment 
of that exemption from its ravages 
which they have so recently ’Mind so 
happily obtained : 

That this House feels most deeply 
anxious that no exertion should be 
omitted in the approaching congress, 
to procure a final and universal extinc* 
tion of the slave trade, because it con- 
ceives that? no opportunity can ever 
again be expected to occur so favour* 
able, for effacing from the character 
of Europe its most opprobrious stain, 
or for delivering the unoffending but 
much -injured inhabitants of 'Africa 
frooa the heaviest of all possible cala- 
mities, from intestine wXr, txcited t^o 
often by the basest avarice, and the 
fiercest passions raging without inter- 
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mUsioni and product! vet only of un- 
mixed evil, and of invincible and inler- 
minable barbarum, and from practices 
which, having been exposed to the 
public eye, have induced the legisla- 
ture to class slave traders among the 
vilest of criminals. 

That, to produce a universal con- 
dcmnation of Jthis murderous system, 
displayed as its horrors now are to the 
view of mankind, it appears to be only 
necessary to appeal to those feelings 
which must exist in every mind capa- 
ble of reflection, and not steeled against 
the claims of humanity and justice: 
That, as this system insults and out- 
rages those sacred and fundamental 
principles which are common to every 
sect and denomination of Christians, it 
cannot .V^oubtcd that every Chris- 
tian state is required to take part in its 
condemnation ; those who have parti- 
cipated in its guilt being bound to 
abandon and to reprobate it ; while 
none who enjoy the privilege of inno- 
cence are thereby either deprived of 
the right, or exempted from the obli- 
gation, of joining in the sentence : 

That this house, therefore, again 
expressing its profound regret that 
more has not been accomplished in 
this great work» and convinced that 
by the endeavours of his royal high- 
ness,. exerted with renewed energy, 
much may still be effected in the ap- 
pointed congress, humbly but most 
urgently entreats his royal highness, 
that the most strenuous exertions be 
tliere made, on the part of this coun- 
try, to obtain, as far as may be possi- 
ble, the objects which have been spe- 
cified, and that all proper means may 
be us^d for urging on the assembled 
powers the duty, the expediency, and 
the lasting glory of promulgating to 
all the world, as the judgment of the 
states of Europe, a general and solemn 
engagement,, under the most binding 
and effectual sanctions, that this traf- 
fic, the foul and formidable enemy of 


the happiness and civilization of Afri- 
ca, will, at a definite and fixed period, 
certainly not more distant than five 
years, be abolished utterly and for 
ever. 

Ordered — That the said address be 
presented to his Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent by such members of 
this house as are of his majesty’s most 
honourable privy council. 

His Rcn/al Highnesses most gracious 
Ansmr. 

I 

Monday, lith July^ 1814. 

Lord Viscount Castlereagh report- 
ed to the House, that their addi:e8S of 
the 27tb day of June last, respecting 
the African slave trade, had been pre- 
sented to his royal highness ; and that 
his royal highness had been pleased to 
receive the same very graciously, and 
had commanded him to acquaint this 
House, that he would not omit any 
favourable occasion for giving efiect 
to the wishes of the House ou this 
important subject. 

Leltcr of the Princess of Wales to the 
Prince Regent, 

Sir, — I am once more reluctantly 
compelled to address your royal high- 
ness, and to enclose for your inspectioa 
copies of a note which I had the ho- 
nour to receive from the queen, and of 
the answer which I have thought it 
my duty to return to her majesty. It 
would be in vain for me to enquire in- 
to the reasons of the alarming decla- 
ration made by your royal highness, 
that you have taken the fixed and un- 
alterable determination never to meet 
me upon any occasion either in public 
or private ; of these your royal high- 
ness ii. pleased to state yourself to be 
the only judge. You will perceive, 
by my answer to her majesty, that 1 
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have ofrly been restrained by motives 
of personal consideration towards her 
majesty from exercising mjt right of 
appearing before her majesty at the 
public drawing-rooms to be held in the 
ensuing month. But, sir, lest it should 
be by jjossibility supposed that the 
words of your<royal highness can con- 
vey any insinuation from which I 
shrink, I am bound to demand of your 
royal highness what circumstances can 
justif^t the proceeding you have thus 
thought fit to adopt ? 

I owe it to myself, to my daughteri 
and to the nation, to which I am deep- 
ly indebted for the vindication of my 
honour, to remind your royal highness 
of what you know, ftiat, after open 
persecutioin and mysterious enquiries 
upon undefined charges, the malice of 
my enemies fell entirely upon them- 
selves ; that I was restored by the 
king, with the advice of his ministers, 
to the full enjoyment of my rank in his 
court, upon my complete acquittal : 
since his majesty’s lamented illness, I 
have demanded, in the face of parlia- 
ment and the country, to be proved 
guilty or to be treated as innocent ; I 
have been declared, what 1 am, inno- 
cent ; 1 will not submit to be treated 
as guilty. 

Sir, your royal highness may possi- 
bly refuse to lead this letter : but the 
■world must know that I have written 
it, and they will see my real motives 
for foregoing, in this instance, the 
rights of my rank : occasions, however, 
may arise (one, I tr«i8t, is far distant) 
when I must appear in public, and your 
royal highness must be present also. 
Can your royal highness have contem- 
plated the full extent of your declara- 
tion ? has your royal highness forgot- 
tjcn the approaching marriage of our 
daughter, and the possibility of our 
coronation ? 

1 waive my rights, in a case where I 
am not absolutely bound to assert them, 
in order to relieve the queen, as far I 


can, from the painful situation in which 
she placed by your royal highness, 
not from any consciou^ess of blame, 
not frohi any doubt of the existence 
of those rights, or of my own worthi- 
ness to enjoy them, * 

Sir, the •time you have selected for 
this proceeding is calculated to make 
it peculiarly galling ; many illustrious 
strangers are already arnved in Eng- 
land, amongst others, as I am inform- 
ed, the illustrioua heir of the house of 
Orange, who has announced himself 
to me as my future son -in-law ; from 
their society am unjustly eitcluded ; 
others are expected, of rank equal to 
your own, to rejoice with your royal 
highness in the peace of Europe ; my 
daughter will, for the first tin^, ap- 
pear in the splendour and 
becoming the approaching nuptials of 
the presumptive heiress of this empire a 
this season your royal highness has 
chosen for treating me with fresh and 
unprovoked indignity ; and, of all his 
majesty *^s subjects, I alone am prevcjnU 
ed, by your royal highness, from ap.-: 
pearing in my place to partake of the 
general joy, and am deprived of the 
indulgence in those feelings of pride 
and affection permitted to every mo- 
tiier but me. I am, sir, 

* Your royal Inghness’s 

faithful wife, > 

c. P,- 

Connaught Place, May 2G, 1814. 

The Letter of the Queen to the Princens, 
oftVales. 

Windsor Cnstlcy 1814. 

The queen considers it to be ^her 
duty to lose no time m acquainting 
the Princess of Wales, that she has re- 
ceived a communication from her sou, 
the Piance Regent, in which he states 
that, her majesty's intention* of hold- 
ing two drawing-rooms in tbe ensqing 
month having been notified to the 
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public, he mu8t declare that he consi- 
ders that his own presence at her 6ourt 
cannot be dispensed with, and that 
he desires it may be distinctly under- 
stood, for reasons of which he alone 
can be th6 judge, to be his fixed and 
unalterable determination not to meet 
the Princess of Wales upon any occa- 
sion, either in public 6r private. 

The queen is thus placed under the 
painful necessity of intimating to the 
Princess of Wales the imposibility of 
her majesty^s receiving her royal high- 
aess at her drawing-rooms. 

• CHARLOTTE R. 


Letter of the Princess of Wales to 
» the Queen. 

Madam, — I have received the letter 
which your majesty has done me the 
honour to address to me, prohibiting 
my appearance at the public drawing- 
rooms which will be held by your ma- 
jesty in the ensuing month, with great 
surprise and regret. 

I will not presume to discuss with 
your majesty topics which must be as 
painful to your majesty as to myself. 

Your majesty is well acquainted 
with the affectionate regard with which 
the king was so kind as to honour me, 
up teethe period of his majesty^s indis- 
position, which no one of his majesty’s 
subjects has so much cause to lament 
as myself, and that his majesty was 
graciously pleased to bestow upon me 
the most unequivocal and gratifying 
proof of his attachment and approba- 
tion by his public reception of me at 
his court, at a season of severe and 
unrpprited affliction, when his protec- 
tion w^s most necessary to me. There 
I have since uninterruptedly paid my 
•respelcts to your majesty ; I am now 
without appeal or protection ;^but I 
cannot so, fur forget my duly to the 
king and to myself, as to sufrender my 


right to appear at any public dhiwing- 
room to be held by your majesty. 

That 1 may not, however, add to 
the difficulty and uneasiness of your 
majesty’s situation, I yield, in the pre- 
sent instance, to the will of his royal 
highness the Prince Kegent, ^announ- 
ced to me by your m^esty, and shall 
not present myself at the drawing- 
rooms of the next month. 

It would be presumptuous in me to 
attempt to enquire of your majesty the 
reasons of his royal highness the Prince 
Regent for this harsh proceeding, ol; 
which his royal highness can alone be 
the judge. I am unconscious of offence ; 
and in that reflection I must endea- 
vour to find consolation for all the 
mortifications 1 experience, even for 
this, the last, the most unexpected, 
and the most severe : the prohibition 
given to me alone to appear before 
your majesty, to offer my congratula- 
tions upon the happy termination of 
those calamities with which Europe 
has been so long afflicted, in the pre- 
sence of the illustrious personages who 
will, in all probability, be assembled 
at your majesty’s court, with whom I 
am so closely connected by birth and 
marriage. 

I beseech your majesty to do me an 
act of justice, to which, in the present 
circumstances, your majesty is the on- 
ly person competent, by acquainting 
those illustrious strangers with the 
motives of personal consideration to- 
wards your majesty, which alone in- 
duce me to abstain from the exercise 
of my right to appear before your ma- 
jesty ; and that I do now, as I have 
done at all times, defy the malice of 
my enemies to fix upon me the shadow 
of any one imputation which could 
render me unworthy of their society 
or regard. 

f Your majesty will, I am sure, not 
be displeased that i should relieve my- 
self from the suspicion of disrespect 
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tov^ards your majesty, by making pub- 
lic the cause of my absence from court, 
at a time when the duties of my sta- 
tion would otherwise peculiarly de- 
mand my attendance. 

I have the honour to be, 

Your mjyesty^s most obedient daugh- 
■ tcr-inilaw and servant, 

C. P. 

Connaught HousCf May 24-, 1814. 

^he Queen to the Pnneess cf Wales. 

• 

* Windsor Castle^ May 25, 1814. 

The queen has received this after- 
noon t.he Princess of Wales’s letter of 
ye8JK?fday, in reply to the communica- 
tion which she was desired by the 
Prince Regent to make to her ; and 
she is sensible of the disposition ex- 
pressed by her royal highness not to 
discuss with her topics which must be 
painful to both. i 

The queen considers it incumbent 
upon her to send a copy of the Prin- 
cess of Wales’s letter to the Prince 
Regent ; and her majesty could have 
felt no hesitation in communicating to 
the illustrious strangers, who may pos- 
sibly be present at her court, the cir- 
cumstances which will prevent the 
Princess of Wales from appearing 
there, if her royal highness had not 
rendered a compliance with her wish 
to this effect unnecessary, by intima- 
ting her intention of making publfc 
the cause of her absence. 

Charlotte R. 


The^ Princess of Wales to the Queen. 

The Princess of Wales has the ho- 
nour to acknowledge the receipt of a 
note from the queen, dated yesterday ; 
and begs permission to return her best* 
thanks to her majesty for her gracious 
condescension in the willingness cx- 
VOL. VIl. EART 11. 


pressed by her majesty to have com* 
munickted to the illustrious strangers, 
who will in all probability be, present 
at her biajesty’s court,, the reasons 
which have induced her royal highness 
not to be present. • 

Such communication, as It appears 
to her royal highness, cannot be the 
less necessary oif account of any pub- 
licity which it may be in ftic power of 
her royal highness to give to her mo- 
tives ; and the Princess of Wales, 
therefore, entreats the acMve good of- 
fices of her majesty upon an occasion 
wherein the Princess of Wales feels it 
so essential to her that she should not 
be misunderstood. 

C.P. 

Connaught Places May 26, 1 Jl4. 

mkai'otm 

The Queen to the Princess if Wales. 

Windsor Castle^ May 27, 1814. 
The queen cannot omit to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of the Princess of 
Walei’s note of yesterday, although 
it does not appear to her majesty to 
require any ocher reply than that al- 
ready conveyed to her royal highness’s 
preceding letter. 

* Charlotte R. 


Protest against the Rejection of Lord 
, Grenville* s Motion upon the French 

Slave Trude. 

June 80,- Dlssent!EKT, -Because, 
in the article of the treaty of peace 
lately conclnded at Paris, respecting 
the African slave trade, a public inte- 
rest of the first importance has Jjeeit 
sacrificed, and, as we 'firmly believe* 
without any necessity or aaequate 
cause ; this inhuman traffic being, un» 
dcr the sanction of that article, revived 
and continued in the which 

we have surrendered to France... for 
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the term of five years; and an im- 
mense district on the contiitent of 
Africa, which had been entirely relie- 
ved from it, again exposed to all the 
evils which must flow from its re-es- 
tabli8hment.-Becau8e, deeply impress- 
ed with the horrors of-^a commerce 
which the humanity of the legislature 
had prohibited, and which is descri- 
bed, in the article above referred to, 
as repugnant to the principles of na- 
tural justice, and of an enlightened 
age, this house had unanimously ad- 
dressed his Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent to employ the whole weight 
and influence of this country, in the 
late negociations for peace, to procure 
its general and entire abolition ; and 
because it is incumbent on ministers 
t o_ sh ow from what causes the eiidcia- 
vours which it was their duty to make 
for the attainment of this important 
object have failed, under circumstances 
which were undeniably most highly 
favourable to their success.— Because, 
this proof can only be given by the 
production of the papers which have 
passed during the late negociation 
upon this subject, as was admitted to 
be usual in cases of failure, and be- 
cause no sufficient reason for withhold- 
ing such information, in the present in- 
stance, was given in the debate. 

Augustus Frederick, William 
Frederick, Grey, Lauder- 
dale, Grenville, Vassal 
Holland. 


Prorogation of Parliament, 

t7w/?/30.— At two o’clock his Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent came 
from Carlton^house in state, to proro- 
gue parliament. 

, The speaker, attended by about 40 
members, soon afterwards app^red at j 
the bar.« The speaker addressed his 
royal highness in a speech of some 
length. He commenced by noticing 


the importance of the period at which 
they had met, and of the events during 
their session, of which, though dis- 
tant, they had not been idle specta- 
tors. They had proceeded in their 
usual course to correct errors which 
experience showed them had^crept into 
our old institutions ; -.to originate new 
measures experimentally ; and to col- 
lect information, which, though not 
immediately acted upon, would be the 
bfcsis for progressive imprqyements 
hereafter. With regard to their finan- 
ciaj arrangements, they had, without 
having recourse to new burthens upon 
the people, been enabled to sustain, on 
the extended scale to which it had 
been raised, tne mighty military esta- 
blishments of the country. From these 
great establishments in the south, co- 
operating with the powerful efforts in 
the northern nations, and from their 
joint exertions, had sprung those 
glgrious events, which had ended in 
the overthrow of that enormous mili- 
tary despotism — the disgrace of our 
times. He tlieii paid a compliment to 
the wisdom, justice, and ability, with 
which our military affairs had been 
conducted at home, and the consum- 
mate skill and bravery which abroad 
had contributed so much to the happy 
termination of the contest. The speak- 
er then adverted to our eflbrts in con- 
cluding a peace, not less prosperous 
than the war had been glorious ; a 
peace which had demonstrated the 
justice of our diplomatic system, and 
raised our national fame as high in po- 
licy as in arms. He eulogiised the 
temperance and firmness displayed on 
this occasion, and characterized the 
peace as equally honourable and ad- 
vantageous to all the contracting pow- 
ers. Peace restored, commerce revi- 
ved, and thrones re-established, fur- 
nished well-founded hopes that the 
8ar.4e master-hand which had accom- 
plished these things, would be equally 
visible m the approaching congressf 
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and only cease in its endeavours when 
it had left the world in a state of uni- 
versal happiness. The right hon. gen- 
tleman concluded by alluding to the 
contest with America, and observing, 
that however desirous of peace we 
might b^, it neither could nor ought 
to be attained by any compromise of 
our maritime rights. — He then pre- 
sented the three million vote of credit 
hill, to which the Prince Regent gave 
the royal assent in person. • 

The Prince Regent then addressed 
the parliament : . 

• 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I cannot close this session of parlia- 
ment without repeating the expression 
of my deep regret at the continuance 
of his majesty’s lamented indisposition. 
When, in consequence of that calami- 
ty, the powers of government were 
first intrusted to me, I found this 
country engaged in a war with|the 
greater part of Europe. I determined 
to adhere to that line of policy which 
his majesty had adopted, and in which 
he had persevered under so many and 
such trying diiliculties. The zealous 
and unremitting support and assistance 
which I have received from you, and 
from all classes of his majesty’s sub- 
jects ; the consummate skill and abili- 
ty displayed by the great commander, 
whose services you have so justly ac- 
knowledged ; and the valour and in- 
trepidity of his majesty’s forces Uy 
sea and land ; have enabled me, under 
the blessing of Divine Providence, to 
surjfnount all the difficulties with which 
< 1 have had to contend. I have the 
satisfaction of contemplating the full 
accoftiplishment of all those objects 
for which the war was either underta- 
ken or continued ; and the unexam- 
pled exertions of this country, combi- 
ned with those of his majesty’s alliesi 
have succeeded in effecting the* deli- 
verance of Europe from the most gall- 
• ing and oppressive tyranny under 


which it has evyr laboured* The re- 
storation of 80 many of the ancient 
and legitimate governments of the 
continenit affords the best prospect of 
the permanence of that peace which, 
in conjunction with his majesty’s al- 
lies, I have*concluded : and you may 
rely on my efforts being directed, at 
the approachingVongress^to complete 
the settlement of Europe, which has 
been already so auspiciously begun ; 
and to promote, upon principles of 
justice and impartiality, all those mea- 
sures which may appear to be best 
calculated td secure the tranquillity 
and happiness of all the nations enga- 
ged in the late war. I regret the 
continuance of hostilities with the 
United States of America. Notwith- 
standing the unprovoked of 

the government of that country, and 
the circumstances under which it took 
place, 1 am sincerely desirous of the 
restoration of peace between the two 
nations upon conditions honourable to 
both. But, until this object can be 
obtaiiied, I am persuaded you will see 
the necessity of my availing myself of 
the means nt)w at my disposal, to pro- 
secute the war with increased vigour. 

Gentlemen *of the House of 
Commons, 

I thank you for the liberal provi- 
sion which you have made for the sef- 
vices of the present year. The cir- 
cumstances under which the war in 
Europe has been concluded, and the 
necessity of maintaining for a time a 
body of troops in British pay upon 
the continent, have rendered a conti- 
nuation of our foreign expenditure un- 
avoidable. You may rely, however, 
upon my determination to reduce the 
expences of the country as rapidly as 
the nature of our situation will permit* 

• 

My Lords and Gent^^en, 

It is a peculiar gratification tp me 
to be eoablfd to assure you, that full 
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justice is rendered throughout Europe 
to that manly perseverance, which, 
amidst the convulsions on the conti- 
nent, has preserved this country against 
all the designs of its enemies, nas aug- 
mented the resources and extended the 
dominions of the British ‘empire, and 
has proved in its result as beneficial to 
other nations as to ou^ own. His majes- 
ty’s subjects cannot fail to be deeply 
sensible of the distinguished advan- 
tages which they have possessed ; and 


I am persuaded that they will ascribe 
them, under Providence, to that con- 
stitution which it has now for a cen- 
tury been the object of my family to 
maintain unimpaired, and under wnich 
the people of this realm have enjoyed 
more of real liberty at hony*, and of 
true glory abroad, tlAn has ever fallen 
to the lot of any nation. 

The lord chancellor then declared 
parliament to be prorogued to tllb 
2Tth of August next. 


STATE PAPERS.— FOREIGN. 


Kiel, Jan. 14 . 

f 

Tieaiij of Peace beitveen his Majesty 
the KiPg of Sxveden on the one 
part, and his Majesty; the King of 
DenynarJc on the other. 

In the name of the most holy and 
ever43lesped Trinity ; 

His Majesty the King of Sweden, 
and his Majesty the King of Denmark, 
impressed with a wish to put an end 
to the calamities of the war which has 
unfortunately subsisted between them, 
by means of a salutary peace, and to 
restore good understanding between 
their states, have for this purpose, and 
upon bases which will secure the du- 
ration of peace, respectively appoint- 
ed the following Plenipotentiaries, 
viz. his Majesty the King of Swe- 
den, the Baron Gustaf Von Wetter- 
stedt, Com,t Chancellor, Commandant 
of the Polish Order of the Star, Knight 
of the Prussian Red Eagle of the First 


Class, Member of the Swedish Aca^ 
demy ; and his Majesty the King of 
Denmark, Mr Edmund Von Bourke, 
Great Cross of the order of Danebrog, 
and Knight of the White Eagle; who, 
having exdianged their full powers in 
good and due form, have agreed upon 
the following articles : — 

Art. I. There shall henceforward 
be peace, friendship, and good under- 
standing between his Majesty the 
King of Sweden and his Majesty the 
King of Denmark ; the high contract- 
ing parties shall do every thing in their 
power to maintain perfect hartcony 
between each other, their respectiTC 
states and subjects, and avoid a^l mea- 
sures which might be prejudicial to 
the peace happily restored between 
them. 

Art. II. As his Pdajesty the King 
‘of Sweden has unalterably determi- 
ned; in no respect to saparate the in- 
terests of the allies from his own, and 
as his Majesty the King of Denmark 
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is desirous that his subjects may again 
enjoy all the blessings of peage ; and 
as his Majesty has also received, 
through the instrumentality of his 
Jloyal Highness the Crown Prince of 
Sweden, positive assurance on the 
part of the courtr. of Russia and Prus- 
sia, of their amicable disposition to 
restore their old connections of fricnd- 
with the Danish court, such as 
they existed before the breaking Oiit 
of hostilities; so they solemnly charge 
aiflfi bind themselves on their side^to 
neglect 'nothing that may tend to a 
speedy peace between his Majesty the 
Xing of Denmark, and their Majesties 
the Emperor of Kussia*and the King 
6T Prussia; his Majesty the King of 
Sweden engages to use liis mediation 
with his high allies, that this salutary 
object may be as speedily as possible 
attained. 

Art. 111. His Majesty the King. of 
Denmark, for the purpose of giving a 
manifest proof of his wish to renew 
the closest relations with the high 
allies of his Swedish Majesty, and in 
the full conviction that the most 
earnest wishes are cherished on their 
side to restore a speedy peace, as 
they have solemnly declared before 
the breaking out of hostilities, engages 
to take an active part in the common, 
cause against the Emperor of the 
Erencli, to declare war against that 
power, and in consequence to join an* 
auxiliary Danish corps to the Army 
of North Germany, under the orders 
of Iij^^^oyal Highness the Crown 

r ce of Sweden ; and all this accord- 
to and in pursuance of the con- 
vention that has been settled between 
his Majesty the King of Denmark, 
und his Majesty the King of Great 
Britain and Ireiandi 
Art. iV. His Majesty the King of 
Denmark, for himself and his success- 
ors, renounces for ever and irrevoca- 
bly -ail his rights and claims on the 
kingdom of Norway, together i^iih 


possession of tbe'bishopricks and dio- 
ceses of Christiansand, Bergenhuus, 
AggerhuttS, and Drontheim, besides 
Nordlond and Einmark, as far os die 
frontiers of the Russian empire. 

These bisliopritks, dioceses, and 
provinces, constituting the kingdom 
of Norway, wilU their inhabitants, 
towns, harbours, fortresses, villages, 
and islands, along the whole coast of 
that kingdom, together with their de- 
pendencies, (Greenland, the I'erroe 
isles, and Iceland, excepted) ; as well 
as all prlvile^s, rights, and emolu- 
ments thereto belonging, shall belong 
in lull and sovereign property to the 
King of Sweden, and make one with 
his united kingdom. Eor this purpose 
his Majesty the King of Denmark 
binds himself in the most soldftm aun- 
ner, as well for him as for his success- 
ors and the whole kingdom, hencefor- 
ward to make no claim, direct or in- 
direct, on the kingdom of Norway, or 
its bishoprieks, dioceses, islands, or 
any other territory thereto belonging. 
All the inhabitants, in virtue ot this 
renunciation, are released from the 
oath which they have taken to the 
King and Crown of Norway. 

•Art. V. His Majesty the King of 
Sweden binds himself on the ocher 
hand, in the mest solemn manner, 
to cause the inhabitants of the kmg-. 
dom of Norway and its de)>cndencie8, 
to enjoy in future, all the laws, fran- 
chises, rights and privileges, such as 
they have hitherto subsisted. 

Art. VI. As the whole debt of the 
Danish montychy is contracted, as 
well upon Norway as the otlier 
parts ot the kingdom, so his Majesty 
the King of Sweden bimls as 

Sovereign of Norway, to be respon- 
sible tor a part of th^t debt, .pro- 
portioned to the population and re-Jf 
venue of Norway. By puj^lic lieby 
is to be understood tliat ^hich lua 
been eontracted by the Danish go- 
vemment, both at home anti abroad. 
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The latter consists of* Royal and State 
obligations,b&nk-biIIs,< nd paper money 
formerly ijjsued under royal Authority, 
and now circulating in both kingdoms. 

An exact account of tliis debt, such 
as it was on the 1st of Jan. 1814, 
shall be taken by commissioners ap- 
pointed to that eftect by both crowns, 
and shall be calculated upon a just di- 
vision of the population and revenues 
of the kingdoms of Norway and Den- 
mark. These commissioners shall meet 
at Copenhagen, within one month after 
the exchange of the ratiucation of this 
treaty, and shall bring this affair to a 
conclusion as speedily as passible, and 
at least before the expiration of the 
present year ; with this understand- 
in g, how ever, that the King of Swe- 
den, as sovereign of Norway, shall be 
responsible for no other portion of the 
debt contracted by Denmark, than 
that for which Norway was liable be- 
fore its separation. 

Art. VII. His Majesty the King of 
Sweden, for himself and his syccess- 
ors, renounces irrevocably and for 
ever, in behalf of the King of Den- 
mark, all rights and claim to the 
dukedom of Swedish Pomerania, and 
the principality of the island of Rugdn. 

I'hese provinces, with ail their in- 
habitants, towns, havens, fortresses, 
villages, islands, and all their depend- 
encies, privileges, rights and emolu- 
ments, shall belong in full sovereignty 
to the crown of Denmark, and be in- 
corporated with that kingdom. 

For this purpose his Majesty the 
King of Sweden engager, in tiie most 
solemn manner, both for himself, his 
successors, and the whole Swedish 
kingdom, never to make any claim, 
direct hr indirect, on the said provinces, 
^islands, and territory ; the inhabitants 
(^hereof, in virtue of this rcQuncia- 
Voii, are released from the oath which 
thby have taken to the King and 
crown of Denmark. 

Art. Vlll. His Majesty the King of 


Denmark solemnly engages in like 
manner, to secure to the inhabitants 
of Swedish Pomerania, the islands of 
Rugen and their dependencies, their 
laws, rights, franchises, and privileges, 
such as they now exist, and are con- 
tained in the acts of# the years 1810 
and 1811. 

As the Swedish paper-money has 
never been current in Swedish Ponj/;-- 
rania, so his Majesty the King .of Den- 
mark engages to make no alteration 
in this respect, without the knowledge 
and consent of the states of trie Pro- 
vince. 

Art. IX. As his Majesty the King 
of Sweden, by the 6tli Article of the 
Treaty of Alliance, entered into at 
Stockholm, the Sd of March, 1813, 
with his majesty the King of Great 
Britain and Ireland, bound himself to 
open, for the period of 20 years, reck- 
oning from the date of the exchange 
of’ the ratification of the treaty, the 
port of Stralsund, as an entrepot for 
all colonial produce, merchandise, and 
manufactures, brought from England 
and her colonies, in English or Swe- 
dish vessels, upon payment of one per 
cent, ad valorem on the goods thus in- 
troduced, and an equal duty on their 
removal from thence ; so his Majesty 
the King of Denmark engages to ful- 
fil this existing agreement, and to re- 
new the same in his treaty with Great 
Britain. 

Art. X. The public debt, which is 
contracted by the Royal Pomeranian 
Chamber, remains chargeableh ^ the 
King of Denmark, as sovereign 
the dukedom of Pomerania, who takes' 
upon himself the stipulations agreed 
upon for the reduction of the said debt. 

Art. XL The King of Denmark re- 
cognises the donation «.'«vhich the King 
of Sweden hp.i given on the domains 
and revenues in Swedish Pomerania 
and the isle of Rugen, and which 
amount to the yearly sum of 48,000 
Pomeranian rix dollars ; his Majesty 
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also binds himself to maintain the 
donatories in the full and undisturbed 
possession of their rights and revenues, 
so that they may receive, sell, or make 
over the same, and that all may be 
paid them without any hinderance, 
and without duyes and expences un- 
der whatsoever name. 

Art, XII. Their Majesties the King 
jQf Sweden and the King of Denmark 
mbtualIjA engage never to divert frpm 
their original destination monies ap- 
pK}priated to objects of beneficence or^ 
public* utility, in the countries thus 
reciprocally obtained by the present 
treaty, namely, the kingdom of Nor- 
way and the dukedom of Swedish 
-^•I’omerania, with their respective de- 
pendencies. 

The King of Sweden, in pursuance 
of this mutual agreement, engages to 
support the Universsities of Norway, 
and the King of Denmark that of 
Gricswald, t 


Ihe payment of all public officc-s, 
both in Norway and Pomerania, is to 
remain a charge upon the acquiring 
power, reckoning Irom the day of ta- 
king possession. 

Pensioners are to receive the pen- 
sions assigned to them by the pre- 
ceding government without interrup- 
tion or change. 

Art. Xlll. As tlie King of Sweden, 
so far as is practicable, and as depends 
upon him, wishes that the King of 
Denmark may receive compensation 
for the renunciation of the kingdom 
of N^way, of which his Majesty has 
satisfactory proof in the cession 
/m Swedish Pomerania and the Isle of 
Rug^n, so his Majesty will use all his 
endeavours witli the allied powers to 
secure, in addition, at a general peace, 
a full equiva lent to Denmark for the 
cession of Norw5r>s^ 


Art. XIV. Immediately upo^j the 
signing of the present treaty, an ac 
count of' the same shall be sent, witli 
all possible speed, to the Generals 


and armies, in Order that hostilities 
may wholly ce^ on both sides, both 
by sea and landL 

Art. XV. The high contracting par- 
ties engage, that immediately after 
the signing pf the present treaty, all 
contributions and requisitions of what- 
ever kind and doiiomination, shall im- 
mediately cease, so as that even those 
which shall have been already order- 
ed shall not be enforced. It is like- 
wise agreed, that all property which 
has been sequestered by the Army 
of North Germany, shall be restored 
to the owners. Herefrom are except- 
ed such ships and ship-ladings as be- 
longed to subjects of the King of Swe- 
den and his allies, and have been 
brought into the harbours olT the 
Duchies of Sleswyk and ^lulstein ; 
these shall remain with their present 
owners, who shall dispose of them as 
they think fit. 

[This article then arranges the mode 
in which the places in Holstein and 
Slesvf^k, possessed by the allied troopS, 
are to be evacuated by them.] 

Immediately on tin) signing of the 
present treaty the Swedish troops 
shall enter into Norway, and take pos- 
session of all tlio strong places there. 
His Majesty the King of Denmark 
hinds Iiimself to give the necessary or- 
ders to that effect. * 

The Swedish troops shall deliver up 
Swedish Pomerania, and the Isle of 
Kugen, to the troops of the King of 
Denmark, as soon as the fortresses of 
Frederickshall, Koriigswinger, Fro- 
derickstadt,^and Aggerhuus, have been 
taken possession of by the Swedish 
troops. 


DANISH DECLARATION** 


By the care of the Danish goveBrt- 
ment, tlie war, which already fg^fl 
teen years had devastated Europe, had 
not disturbed the repose of the Da- 
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nisi} nation ; when the Ring, for.a mo- 
ment, saw himsielf unc^r the necessity 
of kihing defensive mean«, p^irtly for 
the protection of his subjects’ com- 
merce, apd partly for tlje security of 
his provinces borderin(j; on Germany. 
The attack made by the English on 
l)is Majesty’s capital^ and carrying off 
the Danish Beet in the year 1807* put 
an end to the happy tranquillity winch 
his Majesty had until tijcn been ena- 
bled to preserve fhr his subjects. The 
Danish 8totes at that time had the 
same common eiiemy yvith France, 
•end tlie consequence was, that an al- 
liance was sought, and concluded, with 
that power. The Emperor, openly and 
directly, promisttl men and money ; 
and it numerous array immediately 
moved i^to the prowmees belonging 
to his Majesty the King. It w'as 
agreed that the expcnce of its support 
should be defrayed by the Freneh go- 
vernuient, and this amounted to a sum 
of several millions of rix-dollars. With- 
out undertaking any thing, however, 
this army remained a buillKii iOnger 
than tJie Danish government thought 
requisite. Iheexpence of its support 
remained unpaid, and the requests of 
Denmark on this point were equally 
fruitless, as those concerning the an-; 
nounced requisitions in money. The 
situation of the state, whose resources 
weie already diminished by the naval 
war, and by these novel disbursements, 
became totally exhausted ; and again 
auii'ered a most prejudicial influence 
from the shutting of tiie continental 
ports, which was represented as one 
of the means for obtaining a general 
peace. The annexation of the Haiise 
Towns and contiguous provinces to 
the Frepch empire became afterwards 
a most licavy buithcn, with regard to 

g omraerciar intercourse with Ger- 
. Its effects extended evtui to 
ry c^ffnd'etions. Earnest profes- 
j which w ere frequently renewed^ 
had given hopes tliat t^'ese obstacles, 


which were so directly contrary to the 
good understanding which his Majesi* 
ty did ah in his power to remain in 
with the French government, would 
have been removed, but these hopes 
always remained unfulfilled. Whilst 
the French army was j ctreadng in the 
winter between 1812 and 1813, the 
imperial troops, which, accoali ng to 
a particular agreement, were to 
reqiained for the protection ^of the 
frontiers of Holst<in, were drawn 
away. As the French governmrtSt 
had at the same time declared' its iq- 
tenlion of entering into negociations 
for peace with all its enemies, the 
King deemed it important for him to 
make overtures of peace to (ireat Bri- 
tain. I'lie alliance with France was 
now becoming of no utility, flic 
King would willingly have prevented 
the cities of Hamburgh and Lnbcck 
from falling into the haiuls of the 
French, in order to keep the war from 
liis own frontieis, and save from des- 
truction those cities wdiose interest 
stood in such direct connection with 
those of his subjects; hut his Majes- 
ty was obliged to desist from the pro- 
secution ot this plan; his interests, 
Uicrefore, required that he should ac- 
cept the ofFer made him, of renewing 
the aliiaiicc with Fiantc, and to give 
it a larger extension, in order to as- 
sure him of a powcilul assistance 
against those sovereigns who had not 
hesitated to declare that they would 
support llie demands ot Sweden, which 
were so inimical to the iniegrity'^^J his 
States. 

Tlie King, on his part, conscien-' 
tiousiy performed the stipulatioi^s of 
the treaty. Whilst his auxiliary troops 
were fighting by the siUe of the French 
they received only a^^arjt^of the pay, 
lyhich, accordij[tg i6 the agreement, 
was tfieir due ; and his Majesty’s sub- 
jects suffered a considerable loss, as 
w’ell by the embargo laid on their 
property, which was deposited in the 
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cities of Lubeck and Hamburgh * of 
which the French government took to 
itself the privilege of disposal, as by 
taking away the funds of the Bank in 
the last-mentioned city. The pro- 
mises of restoration given, in conse- 
quence the complaints thereon 
made, reraltinedj equally with the re- 
clamattpas made on the subject, with- 
(Sect. 

was assured by the treaty, that 
20,000*men should be in readiness* to 
pjjptect the Duchies and Jutland ; nut 
Marshi^l d’Eckmuhl quitted the posi-* 
tibn which covered those provinces, 
and retreated with all the troops un- 
der his command to Ijamburgh, lea- 
ving the King’s troops to their fate, 
and who were not able to withstand 
the superior force which was moving 
forward to effect an entrance into the 
country. Thecnemy’s irruption into the 
Duchies, together with the loss of the 
fortresses, was followed by the K jng’s 
being forsaken by an ally on whose 
assistance he had reasonable grounds 
for placing a reliance. 

His Majesty has been under the 
necessity of consenting to the great- 
est sacrifices, to protect the remain- 
ing part of his states Irom invasion, 
with which they were threatened by 
the combined troops of several pow- 
ers, and lor the purpose ot again reco- 
vering possession of those provinces 
which iiad fallen into the enemy’s 
power. 

He recalled his Minister at the court 
of tl^French iMnperor, and declared 
tgvdte iVl mister of his imperial Ma- 
/^ty residing at his court, that ’he 
could no longer consider him as being 
in thkt capacity, and that opportuni- 
ty should be given him for his return 
to France, v 

His Majestyltkwiiise declares, that 
he will join the sov^igns united* 
against France, in order to assist in 
bringing abopt a general peace, for 


which all the nations of Europe are 
languishing, and which is so necessary 
for tile Danish States. 

Middelfurt, Jan. 17, 1814. 


Proclamation of Prince Christian 

Fredericks 

• 

Norwegians,— You have been in- 
formed that his Majesty King Fre- 
dcrick Vf, notwithstanding the love 
he bears you, (which we have thank- 
fully to acknowledge,) has been com- 
pelled, by thrfintrigues of the Swedish 
govijrnment, supported by numerous 
armies, to renounce his claims to the 
throne of Norw^ay. 

With rage you have heard*, that 
you are surren^‘red to a government 
which has entertained the ignominous 
thought that flattering words and vain 
promises could induce you to infidelity 
towards your king; even so, as when 
they, in the midst of peace, wantonly 
exercised the barbarous enmity of en- 
deaveuring to starve you, and thereby 
shake your courage, which they knew 
ever to have been undaunted, Slie 
now conceives you capable of the 
weakness, that^ you would expose 
yourself to the same unforiurmte 
late and yoke under which Sweden’s 
sons groan, to answer the ambition of 
a stranger, and fight abroad for foreign 
money ! But the free people of Nor.- 
way can fix their own destiny I Swear 
to lound the independence of Norway ! 
Call God to witness your sincerity, 
and supplicate the benediction of hea- 
ven on your\lear country. It is God’s 
will, loyal Norwegians, that I, the 
Hereditary Prince of Denmark’s 
throne, should be at this conjuncture 
amongst you, that through the har- 
mony which reigns in Jour hearts yoi^ 
may l9e saved. ( 

1 have the public vote^for inde- 
pendence, for serious and unliimted 
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resistance against foreign violence. 
Inspired as I am for Norway’s hap- 
piness and honour, it a sufficient in- 
ducement to me to remain amongst 
this faitliful people as long as i can 
be useful to their independence, and 
maintain tranquillity and order. Ap- 
pointed by Providence to conduct at 
present the reins of tfiis realm, I shall 
protect, witli a firm hand, and with- 
out regarding dangers or difficulties, 
the security of Norway and its laws. 

An independent assembly of the 
most enlightened men of the nation 
shall, by means of a wise constitution, 
give renewed strength to this country 
in order to withstand its public and 
private enemies ; and it will depend 
upon <them whether I shall continue 
the trust jiow repose^d in me by the 
wish of the nation. 

Beloved people of Norway, I have 
already received numerous proofs of 
your attachment and confidence. I 
fehall ever feel myself happy and safe 
amongst you. 1 shall strive to revive 
your commerce, the sources of opu- 
lence. Notliing will be nearer to my 
heart than to keep far from you the 
scenes of raging war ; but when fo- 
reign force attempts to violate the li- 
berty and independence of this State, 
then we shall evince that there is suf- 
ficient^ power within us to revenge in- 
sults, and courage to prefer death to 
shameful subjugation. Grief and af- 
fleclion we will readily overcome, if 
implacable enemies refuse us peace. 
Within this state but one sentiment 
must prevail, — to make every sacri- 
fice for our country, — to preserve 
Norway’s honour, and give it its an- 
cient brilliancy. Our efibrts will then 
be crowned by God with success, and 
Norway will again confirm the truth, 
^lat that nation is invincible which 
fears God, and adheres with zeal to its 
nkdvc couiivtry. 


Proclamation 

Re&pectifig the Relation •which shall 

exist with other Nations^ and the 

Abolition oj Privateering. 

Christiania^ Feh 16, 1814. 

I, Christian Frederick, 'llegent of 
Norway, Prince of Denma^lo, ..Duke 
of Schleswig-Holstein, make known^. 
that as well myself as the nation ol* 
Noiw^ay at large, consider it as ^ great 
favour on the part of King Frederirf: 
VI., that beibre he absolved us from 
our oaths, he established peace be- 
tween us and Great Britain. It shall 
always be my ami to maintain it witli 
that and with other nations, and it is* 
therefore solemnly declared, that, 

1. Norway is at peace with all pow- 
ers. That Power only is its enemy 
which may violate the independence 
of the nation, and invade with arms 
in tl.eir hands the borders or coasts of 
Norway. 

2. Free access to the kingdom of 
Norway is allowed to the ships of war 
and merchant vessels of every nation. 

3. The regulations respecting pri- 
vateers and their prizes, of March 28, 
1810, and supplements ol 27th of Au- 
gust and December, are hereby an- 
nulled, and to be considered as having 
not been in effect since the 14th of 
January last. Any thing done since 
then, founded on these regulations, is 
revoked. 

4. All prizes, or property, condemn- 
ed or confiscated, since tlie 14^1 of 
January, shall immediately be reSw.e.^- 
red. 

6. All prisoners shall be delivered 
up en masscy and the private debts of 
the prisoners of Norway shall be paid. 

7, Ships of any natioj^ whatsoever, 
importing in th^JJij^bm of Norway 
IwO'thirds of fheir cargoes in grain, 
or other provisions, hre allowed (any 
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law or regulations to the contrary not- 
withstanding) to import any mer- 
chandizes they think proper, paying 
the customary duties. In this last 
case even, 

S. Fish will be allowed to be ex- 
ported ifi^such vessel to the extent 
of two-thirds oi its cargo. 

^rcat^ of Alliance between his Majesty 
ike Emperor of Austria^ King of 
^Hungary and Bohemia^ his Ma- 
jesty of all the Russias, his M&jesty 
the King of the United Kingdojns of 
Great Britain and Ireland^ and his 
Majesty the King of Prussia ; sign- 
ed at Chaumont^ March 1, 1814. 

In the name of the most holy and 
indivisible Trinity. 

Their Imperial and Royal Majes- 
ties the Emperor of Austria, King of 
Hungary and Bohemia, his Majesty 
the King of the United Kingdoms of 
Great Britain and Ireland, and his Ma- 
jesty the King of Prussia, having 
transmitted to tlie French govern- 
ment proposals for a general peace, 
and being at the same time animated 
with the wish, in case France should 
reject these proposals, to strengthen 
the mutual obligation existing be- 
tween them for the vigorous prosecu- 
tion of a war which is designed to re- 
lieve Europe from its long sufferings, 
and to secure its future repose, by 
the re-establishment of a just balance 
of power; and on the other hand, in 
jifcc Providence should bless their 
peaceful views, to agree on the best 
me^ns of securing the happy result 
of their exertions against every fu- 
ture attack ; 

Their 1 A^erlai and Royal Majesties 
above -nam^^lfS>*?.^olved to con- 
firm this double agre&ment by, a so- 
lemn treaty to be signed by each of 
.the four powers, separately with the 
three other*. 


They have therefore named for 
their plenipotentiaries, his Imperial 
Apostolic Mtijesty, to ne^ociate the 
conditions of this treaty with his Ma- 
jesty the Emperor of all the Russias, 
Clemens Winzel Lotharius,* Prince of 
Metternich* Winneberg Ochsenhan^ 
sen. Knight of the Golden Fleece^ 
&c. Minister of State, and Minister 
for Foreign Affairs ; and his Majesty 
the Emperor of all the Russias, on his 
side, Charles Robert Count Nessel- 
rode, his IVivy Counsellor, Secretary 
of State, &c. who, having exchanged 
their full powers, have agreed on the 
following articles : 

Art. I. The high contracting 
powers engage by the present treaty, 
^in case France should refuse* to ac- 
cede to the terms of the ^ace pro- 
posed, to exert the whole force of 
their dominions for a vigorous prose- 
cution of the war against France, 
and to employ it in the most perfect 
agreement, in order by this means to 
procure for themselves, and all Eu- 
rope, a general peace, under the pro- 
tection of which all nations may main- 
tain, and securely enjoy, their inde- 
pendence and their rights. 

.. Art. 11. It is to be understood that 
. this new agreement is not to make any 
change i n the obi igations already exist- 
ing between the contracting Ikiwers, 
concerning the number of troops to 
be employed against the common ene- 
my ; on the contrary, each of the four 
contracting courts again binds itself, 
by the present treaty, to keep in the 
field an army of 150,000 men always 
complete, In activity against the com- 
mon enemy, and that exclusively of 
the garrisons of the fortresses. . 

Art. 111. The high contracting 
Powers mutually engage to enter into 
no separate negociatil)n8 with fiiecom- 
moft enemy, and to conclude neither 
peace, cessation of hostilities, nor 
any convention whatsoever, except by 
joint consent of them all, 
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They further engage never tp lay 
down their arms till the object of the 
wBVf as they have ag.ieed upon it 
among themselves, bhall be fully ob- 
tained. 

Art. IV. In order to obtain this 
greatobjectas soon aspossible, his Ma- 
jesty the King of Great Britain enga- 
ges to furnish, a subsidy of .'SjOOOjOOOl. 
kerling for the service of the year 
1814<, which will be equally divi- 
ded between the three powers ; and 
their Imperial and Royal Majesties 
furtlicr engage to settle before the 1st 
of January of every future year, in 
case (which God forbid) the war 
should continue so long, the advance 
in money that may be necessary in 
the coii-fse of the subsequent year. 

The suh^iidy of 5,000,0001. herein 
specified, shall be paid at London in 
monthly instalments, and in equal 
proportions, to the Ministers of the 
respective Powers duly authorized to 
receive it. 

In case peace should be concluded 
between the allied Powers and Prance 
before the end of the year, the subsi- 
dies calculated at the rate of5, 000,0001. 
per ann. shall be paid to t!ie end of 
the month in >vhich^the definitive 
treaty shall be signed; and Ins Britan- 
nic Majesty promises, over and above 
the subsidies here stipulated, to pay to 
Austria and Prussia the aiuouiit of two 
months, and to Russia of tour months, 
to defray the expenses of the marclt 
of their troops back to their own terri- 
tories* 

Art. V. The high contracting 
powers shall be mutually Authorized 
to have officers duly commissioned 
with the Generals commanding those 
armies, vho may ireely correspond 
with their governments, and acquaint 
them of tlie military events, and of 
every thing relative to the opcralfoiis 
of the armies. 

Art. VI. i hougli the high contract- 
ing powers have reserved it to them- 


selves, in the moment when peace 
shall be concluded with France, to 
consult wkh each other on the means 
by which they may most certainly se- 
cure to Europe, and reciprocally to 
each other, the maintenance of this 
peace, they have nevertlielej''Ahought 
it necessar}^, for the defence of tlieir 
European possessions, in Ci«se *» 5 f **'n 
interference to be apprehended frotq- 
France, in the order of things result- 
ing from tile said peace, to make 
immediately a defensive convention.*^ 

* Art. VII. For this end they mutually 
agree, that if the dominions of one of 
the high contracting powers should 
be threatened with an invasion from 
P'rance, the rest shall leave no means ^ 
untried to prevent such invasion by 
amicable mediation. 

Art. VI 11. But in case such endea- 
vours should be fruitless, the high con- 
tracting powers engage to, send to the 
partysattacked an auxiliary army of 
60,000 men. 

Art. IX. This army shall consist 
of 50,0()() foot and 1 0,000 horse, with 
a proportionate train of artillery and 
ammunition. Care should be taken 
that it shall take the field at the very 
latest in two months after it is called 
lor, and in the manner most effectual 
for tlie power so attacked or threaten- 
ed. 

Art. X. As on account of the situ- 
ation of the theatre of war, or for 
otiicr reasons, it might be difficult 
for Great Britain to furnish the stipu- 
lated assistance in English troops with- 
in the appointed time, and keep then^ 
up to the full war complement, his 
Britannic Majesty reserves to himself 
the right to furnish his contingent to 
the power requiring it, either in fo- 
reign troops in his p ^, j) r*tQ pay an 
annual sum, at U^-lPateof 201. ster- 
ling lor cvery'toot soldier, and 301. 
for every horseman, to the full amount 
of the stipulated contingent. The 
manner in which Great Britain will 
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4iave to afibrd assistance in every par- 
ticular case shall be arranged by an 
amicable agreement between the Bri- 
tish government and the power at- 
tacked or threatened, at the same 
time that the assistance is required. 
The same principle shall be extend- 
ed to the^umber of troops which his 
Britann'<j Majesty engages to furnisli 
the Mrst article of the present 
^treaty. 

Art» XI. The auxiliary army is * 110 - 
^r the immediate command of the Ge- 
neral in Chief of the requiring power ‘ 
but it shall be led by its own General, 
and employed in all military opera- 
tions according to tl^e rules of war. 
The pay of the auxiliary army to be 
at the charge of the Power requiring. 
The rations and portions of prqvisioiis, 
forage, &c. as also quarters, will be 
furnished as soon as the auxiliary 
army has passed its own frontiers, by 
the power requiring, and be supplied 
according to the same standard as it 
supplies its own troops, in the field 
and in quarters. 

Art. XII. The military regulation 
and economy in the interior adminis- 
tration of the troops depends wholly 
on their own General. The trophies 
taken from the enemy belong to the 
troops which have gained them. 

Art. XIII. The high contracting 
powers reserve to themselves the 
right, in case assistance herein stipu- 
lated should be found insufficient, *to 
make, without loss of time, new ar- 
rangcinents for further assistance. 
yAft. XIV. The high contracting 
i^wers reciprocally promise, that in 
case one or other of them should be 
drav/h into hostilities by furnishing 
the succour herein stipulated, neither 
""the requiring party nor party engaged 
in war as an abkvf shall make peace, 

except witli the consenW)f the other! 

Art. XV. Tlie engagements ^con- 
tracted by this treaty, shall by no 
*r(3cans detract from those w^hich the 
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high contracting powers may have 
entered already into with otherpowers, 
nor hinder th^n from concluding alli- 
ances w'ith other States, which may 
have for their object the attainment of 
the same liappy result. * 

Art. XVI. In order to give greater 
effect to the above stipulated defensive 
arrangements 6y the ipiion of the 
powers most exposed to a French in- 
vasion, for their common defence, the 
high contracting courts have resolved 
to invite those powers to join the pre- 
sent treaty of defensive alliance. 

Art. XVI?. As it is the object of the 
present treaty of defensive alliance to 
maintain the balance of power in Eu- 
rope, to insure the repose and inde- 
pendence of the different powa's, and 
*to prevent the arbitrary xiplations of 
the rights and territories of other 
States, by which the world has suffer- 
ed for so many years together, the 
contracting powers have agreed to fix 
the duration of the present treaty for 
20 years, reserving it to themselves, 
if ckcumstances should require it, 
to proceed to the prolongation of it 
three years before its expiration. 

Art. XVI II. The present treaty shall 
be ratified, and the ratifications ex- 
changed w'ithin two months, or sooner 
if possible. In testimony whereof, 
the respective plenipotentinrico have 
signed these presents, and affixed their 
seals. Done at Chauinont, March 
(Feb. 17), 181 4-. 

(Signed) 

Prince de Metternich. 

Count de Nesselrode. 

[|The treaties signed the same day 
with the King of Great Britain, and 
the King of Prussia', are ^ord for 
word the same as the above. The 
first is signed by Lcfrd Castl6rcagh, 
his Britannic Majesty's Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs ;rthc second 
by Baron Ilardenberg, Chancellor to 
his Prussian Majesty.]] 
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DUTCH POLITICAL CONSTITUTION. 

The Hame^ March 3, 1814. 

Wc, William, by the grace of God, 
prince oi‘ Orange Nassau, sovereign 
prince of the United Netherlands, &c. 
To all to whom these presents come 
greeting I Invited to the sovereignty 
of these states by your confidence and 
your attachment, we from the first de- 
clared, that we would undertake the 
same only under the guarantee of a 
wise constitution, which might secure 
your freedom against' all possible 
abuses ; and we have ever since con- 
tinued to led the necessity thereof. 
We regarded it, therefore, as one of 
the first and most sacred ol‘ our duties, 
to summe.n together «ome men of con- 
sideration, and to charge them with 
the weighty task of establishing a fun- 
damental code, built ujion your man- 
ners, your habits, and corresponding 
to the wants of the present time. 
They cheerfully took upon themselves 
this office, performed it with ze«l, and 
have submitted to us the IVuits of their 
uninterupted labours. After a care- 
full examination of this work, we have 
given it our approbation. But this 
docs not satisfy our heart. It rcpects 
the concerns of the whole Nether- 
land«. 'J'he whole Dutch people must 
be recognised in this important work. 
That people must receive the strong- 
est possible assurance, that their dear- 
est interests are sufficiently attended 
to therein ; that religion, as the foun- 
tain of all good, is thereby honoured 
and maintained, and religious freedom 
disturbed by nothing of temporal con- 
cerns, but secured in the most ample 
manner; that the education of youth, 
and the spread of scientific knowledge, 
<«hairbe attended to by the govern- 
ment, and freed from all those vexa- 
tious regXilAtions which oppress the 
genius and subdue the spirit; that 
personal freedom shall no longer be 


an empty name, and dependent on 
the caprices of a suspicious and 
crafty police; that an impartial ad- 
ministration of justice, guided by fix- 
ed principles, secure to every man his 
property ; that commerce, agricultur*e, 
and manufactures, be no longer ob- 
structed, but have free /yourse, like 
rich springs of public ?nd private 
prosperity; that, therefore, no' re- 
straint be imposed on the domes.t*., 
ceconomy of the higher and lower 
classes of the state, but .that tJiey be 
‘ coi^formable to the general laws dnd 
the general government; that the 
movements ol the general govern- 
ment be not j)albied by too great a 
zeal lor local mterests, but rather re- 
ceive f rom it an additional impulse ; 
that the general laws, by means of 
an harmonioub co-operation of the 
two principal branches of the govern- 
ment, be founded on the true interests 
of ;the state ; that the finances, and 
the arming of the people, the main 
pillars of the body politic, be placed 
in that central point, upon which the 
greatest and most invaluable privilege 
of every free people, — their indepen- 
dence, — may be firmly fixed. Which 
of you can doubt of this truth, after 
the terrible experience you have had 
of a foreign tyranny, which acknow- 
ledged no right w hen it wanted means 
for its own maintenance by violence; 
after having sighed, of late years, un- 
der the most oppressive yoke that 
ever was imposed since the Spanish 
times? Now at least you know the 
true value of those precious right? for 
which our fathers sacrificed their 
petty and blood; of that happiness 
which they bequeathed to their de- 
scendants; and which we saw lost 
through the adversity q^ the times i 
Following, therejj^irerctna deriving en- 
couragemeo^»*"ftom their example, it 
be<A)mes iny duty, in imitation of 
those whose name 1 bear, and whose 
memory 1 honour, to restore that 
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which is lost : it is your duty to sup- 
port me therein with all your efforts, 
thui under the blessing of Diyrine Pro- 
vidence, who summons us to this task, 
we may leave our beloved country 
iwmpletely re-con ([uered and re-esta- 
blished to our children. In order to 
be enabldSiLto j«dge whether the con- 
stautional/code thus framed, as be- 
aiate/, be a means of attaining 
above great object, we have 
thougl^t it right that the said codo be 
submitted for maturer consideration, 
tif'a numerous assembly of petj^ons 
tiie mdst considerable and best quali- 
fied among you. We have for that 
purpo.-e appointed a ^ecial commis- 
sion who are to choose, out of a imme- 
Vous list given in to us, six liundrcd 
persons, in due proportion to the po- 
pulation of each of tlie now existing 
departments. Honoured with your 
confidence, they shall, on the 28th of 
this month, assemble in the metro- 
polis of Amsterdam, to come io a 
determination upon this weighty bu- 
siness. They shall in like manner, 
with the letter ol' convocation, receive 
the plan ot tlic constitulion, that they 
may be able to i»re[)ai c their decision 
thereon with maturity and calmness 
of deliberation: and lor the more 
effectual attainment of tliis object, a 
copy of the same shall be sent to each 
member previously. And as it is of 
the first importance that these mem- 
bers be possessed of the general con- 
fidence, we order that a list of the 
persons chosen lor each department 
made public, and tiiat to all the in- 
^JUff)itants of tiic same, being liguse- 
keepers, an opportunity shall be af- 
i’ordgd, by signing his name without 
any other addition, in a register which 
shall lie op^n in each canton for eight 
days, to disapprove of any such per- 
son or persons as hc^ntnay deem un« 
qualified. No inhabitant is deprived 
of this right, with the exception of 


domestic servants, valets, bankrupts, 
persons in a staie of nonage, or under 
accusation. When it shall appear to 
us, fronr the summing up of the regis- 
ters, that the majority are satisfied 
with the persons thus submitted to 
their election, wc shall consider them 
as the representatives of the whole 
Dutch people, call them together, ap- 
pear in the midst of them), and salute 
them as constituting the great assem- 
bly representing the United Nether- 
lands. They shall then commence 
their labours in freedom, and give us 
an account of their progress by a com- 
mittee appointed to that effect ; and 
as soon as the adoption of the con- 
stitutional code is the result of their 
deliberations, we shall make die ne- 
cessary arrangements for taking the 
oath prescribed to us by tlie constitu- 
tion with all due solemnity, in the 
midst of the assembly, and affer that 
be installed in state. In the adoption 
of these measures, worthy country- 
men, you must feel convinced that 
the welfare of our beloved country is 
my first and only object ; that your 
inteiests ami mine are tlie same; and 
how can they be moi e manifestly pro- 
moted, than by the introduction of 
Constitutional ruU^s, in which you will 
find the guarantee of your dearest 
rights? They will furnish me wifh tlie 
advantage ol* conducting, on fixed 
principles, the charge, and responsi- 
bility of government, assisted by the 
best and most intelligent of the citi- 
zens ; and will secure to me the con- 
tinuance of that affection, the expres- 
sions of wliiph rejoice my heart, ani- 
mate my courage, lighten my burthen, 
and bind me and rny house lor ever 
to our regenerated country. — Ciiven 
at the Hague this 2d of March, IBH, 
and of our reign the kst. 

, William* 

By command, A. II. Fai^k, 

Seprefcary of state. 
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Discourse of his Royal Hiphness the 
Prince Sovereign o f the Netherlands^ 
delivered to the AsstmbJy of the No* 
tables, on taking the (Jal/i to the Con^ 
stitution of the SOth oj March, 1814*. 
Gentleiraen, — I experience a lively 
satisfaction in perceiving my opinion 
with regard to the constitution con- 
firmed By the declaVation of so nu- 
merous an assemblage of honourable 
and enlightened men. 

I feel equally sensible of the tes- 
timonies of zeal and of attachment 
which I have received on this solemn 
occasion, from this illustrious assem- 
bly. 

The national honour, our interests 
well understood, the manife.st protec- 
tion granted to us by the Almighty, 
every thq^g, in 5hort^ must encouragfe 
US to persevere without relaxation in 
our efforts for the welfare of the coun- 
try. 

Precisely four months have expi- 
red this day since my return to the 
Netherlands ; and during that short 
period, the progress vhich w^ have 
made in the important work of the 
restoration of the State, has greatly 
exceeded all that we might have da- 
red to expect. 

Foreign Powers have not confined 
themselves to applauding the reed- 
verycof our independent existence; 
they have also manifested, by deeds 
which must inspire us with boundless 
gratitude, their satisfaction at witness- 
ing the sovereignty conferred upon 
my hou«e. 

The most important of our foreign 
relations, — those which* subsist be- 
tween us and the generous British na- 
tion< — will soon acquire, by the mar- 
riage of my eldest son, a new degree 
of intimacy and ol* reciprocal regard. 

, But what gH'CS me the chief hope 
for the future, is ibe experience«which 
J have acq^dred of the sentiments and 
of the good disposition t'f the nation 
itself*. 


Its devotion to the good cause bai 
enabled me, notwithstanding the ex* 
haustion of this country, and its di- 
lapidated resoufees, to raise, in the 
space of a few weeks, more than 
25;000 troops; the greater part *of 
whom, well armed and equjnped, will 
soon be collected on ^ur fv^ntiers, un- 
der the command of my tVo sons. 

Its unanimity in all th^r. con'ctr»'s 
the great interests of the country has 
been displayed in the moat imarked 
manner by the prompt organizahpn 
of the militia, the levy in mass, and 
the national guards, and as now also 
by the acceptance of the constitution. 

I am persupded, Gentlemen, that 
I shall only anticipate the wishes of 
you all, by immediately applying my- 
self to the enforcement of that consti- 
tution, as well as by adopting all the 
measures, and establishing all the ar- 
rangements, without whit h its effects 
would remain long incomplete and im- 
perfect. 

'Fhat irhporlanttask, therefore, shall 
be henceforward the main object of 
my attention : and in discharging it, 
1 shall be guided by the same impar- 
tiality, and the same solicitude for 
the public welfare, which I liave en- 
deavoured hitherto to ilisjilay m all 
the acts of my government. 

• As long as no inroad sliull he made 
on the spirit or the lette r of the con- 
stitution, the country will be shelter- 
ed from all dissentions, from all con- 
tests about authority, and all rivalry 
between the provinces. Jt allots to 
reasonable citizens all the libcrt 3 (^to 
the«sovereign all that extejit ol poivbfi, 
which they can respectively desire: 
at the same time that the peopte and 
the prince, the governors and the go- 
verned, find in its equitable and libe- 
ral arrangements, what is calculated 
'to establislumd secure their mutual 
agr^ment and co-operation. 

In these sentiments, the fruits of a 
long and deliberate examination, and 
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which are still farther fortified and ex- 


alted by the solemnity of this memor- 
able moment, 1 declare myself ready, 
in presence of this assembly, as repre- 
.renting the united Netherlands, to 


take the ^ath which the constitution 
has prescmed ^ the sovereign prince. 


a Tvti 

cmed 


Swedish DacLARATioir. * 


His ^Majesty the King of Sweden* 
having* declared to the people of Nor- 
way, by the proclamation addressed 
to them, that he resei;ved to them all 
the essential rights which constitute 
public liberty, and having engaged 
himself expressly to leave to the na- 
tion the faculty of establishing a con- 
stitution analogous to the wants of the 
country, and founded chiefly upon the 
two bases of national representation 
and the right of taxing themselves, 
these promises are now renewed in 
the most formal manner. The King 
will by no means interfere directly 
in the new constitutional Act of Nor- 
way, which must, however, be sub- 
mitted for his acceptance. He wishes 
only to trace the first lines of its foun- 
dation, leaving to the people the right 
of erecting the rest of the*building.* 
His Majesty is also invariably de- 
termined not to amalgamate the fi- 
nancial systems of the two countries. 
In consequence of this principle, the 
debts of the two crowns shall always 
rei^ain separate from each other, and 
" no tax shall be collected in Norway 
for the purpose of paying the debts 
of Sweden, and vice versa. The in- 
Ipntion of his Majesty is not to suffer 
the revenue of Norway to be sent out 
of the country. The expence of ad- 
ministration being deducted, the rest 
shall be employed in objects of gene- 
ral utility, and in a sinking fund for 
- the extermination of the national debt. 


Circular Letter from the KingofDen^ 
ma rk, addressed to the Magistrates^ 
and the Inhabitants in general, of 
the Kingdom ^ Norway:^ 

The situation in which Denmark 
and Norway were at the end of last 
year, made it oTir duty Sovereign 
to give up one of the sister kingdoms 
to prevent the ruin of both. 

The treaty of peace concluded at 
Kiel on the l4tn of January, this 
year, was the consequence.—By this 
we gave thcf solemn promise, which 
never has been, nor shall be broken 
on our side, to renounce all our claims 
to Norway, and to appoint commis- 
sioners to deliver the fortresses, the 
l)ublic money, domains, 4P. to the 
plenipotentiaries named by the King 
of Sweden. We commanded hisHigh- 
ness Prince Christian, then governor 
of Norway, to execute in our name 
what we had promised. We gave him 
the most positive instructions, and on 
the k9th of January gave him our 
royal full powers for the persons whom 
he should appoint to execute the trea- 
ty. Then we released all the inha- 
bitants of Nor way from their allegiance, 
and impressed on them the duties 
which for the future they owed to 
the King of Sweden. , 

We have learnt with heartfelt grief 
that our nearest and most beloved re- 
lation, to whom we gave the govern- 
ment of Norway with unlimited con- 
fidence, instead of executing our com- 
mands, has ventured to neglect them, 
and even to«declare Norway an inde- 
pendent kingdom, and himself the Re- 
gent of it ; to refuse to give up what 
the King of Sweden had a ri^ht, ac- 
cording to the treaty, to demand; 
and finally, that he lias even seized 
upoQaour ships of war which were in 
the harbours of Norway,«has taken 
down the Danish flag, and hoisted an- 
other in its stead, and arrested their 
commanders, our servants* 


VOL. VII. FART M. 
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Since, after the treaty of peace 
which we have signed, nnd the renun- 
ciarion of our claims on Norway, we 
neither do nor will acknowledge in 
that kingdom any other authority than 
that of his Majesty the King of Swe- 
den, we cannot but be highly dis- 
pleased at v^hat has been done there, 
contrary to the treaty and our express 
orders ; and the more so, as every ci- 
vil officer, from the highest to the low- 
est, who had been appointed by us, as 
well as every other of our subjects in 
Norway, is released from his allegi- 
ance and duties towards us, on the 
sole condition of fulfilling, as far as he 
is concerned, the stipulations of the 
treaty of peace. 

At thee: same time that we make 
this known, we forbid every one of 
the officers whom we have nominated 
in Norway to accept or to retain any 
employment whatever in that king- 
dom in its present state ; we recall all 
the civil officers in the kingdom of 
Norway who are not natives of that 
country, and who regard Denmark, 
or any of the countries belonging to 
it, as their own native country ; and 
command them to return within foiir 
weeks from the time when they shalj 
be made acquainted with this letter, 
under pain of forfeitingour favour, and 
all the rights, advantages, and privi- 
leges, which they do or might enjoy 
as native Danish subjects. 

Given at our Court at Copenhagen, 
April 18th, 1814. 


Declaration of the Allied Powers on 
the Breaking Off of the Negociations 
at ClmtiUon, * 

The allied powers owe it to them- 
selves,' to their {leople, and to France, 
as soon as the negociations at Oliatil- 
lon are brcKx^n off, publicly to declare 
the reasons which induced them to 
enter into negociations with the French 
government, as well as the caui^es of 
breaking off of the negociations. 


Military events to which history can 
produce no parallel, overthrew in the 
month of October last, the ill con- 
structed edifice erected on the ruins of 
states lately independent and happy^ 
augmented by conquests fmm ancient 
monarchies, and held*tog/ther at the 
expence of the blood, of tm fortunes, 
of the welfare of a whole generation. 

The allied sovereigns, led by con- 
uest to the Rhine, thought h their 
uty to proclaim to Europe angw, 
‘then* principles, their wishes, and 
their object. Far from every wish df 
domination or conquest, animated 
solely by the desire to see Europe re- 
stored to a just balance of the different 
powers, resolved not to lay down 
their arms till they had obtained the 
noble object of their efforts, they 
made known the irrevocableness of 
their resolutions by a public act, and 
they did not hesitate to declare them- 
selves to the enemy^s government in 
a manner conformable to their unal- 
terable determination. 

The French government made use 
of the frank declarations of the allied 
powers to express inclinations to peace, 
it certainly had need of the appear- 
ance of this inclination, in order to 
justify in the eyes of its people the 
new exertions which it did not cease 
to require.— But every thing, however, 
convinced the allied cabinets, that it 
merely endeavoured to take advantage 
of the appearance of a negociation, 
in order to prejudice the nation in its 
favour, but that the peace of Europe 
was 'Very far from its thoughts. 

The powers, penetrating its secret 
views, resolved to go and conquer, in 
France itself, the long-desired peace* 
Numerous armies crossed'^the Rhine; 
scarcely were they passed the first fron- 
tiers when the brench Minister for 
Foreign Affairs appeared at the out- 
posts. 

All the proceedings of the French 
govel^nment had henceforth no other 
object, than to mislead opinion, to 
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Blind the French people, and to throw 
on the allies the odium of all'the mi- 
series attendant on an invasion* 

The course of events had given the 
allies a proof of the full power of the 
European, ^league. The principles 
which, sincp thfir first union for the 
common |/ood, had animated the 
^ counsels oJthe allied sovereigns, were 
fully developed ; nothing more hin- 
dered them from unfolding the cdh- 
ditijpns of the reconstruction of the 
com mop edifice. I'liese conditions 
m'Vist be such as were no hindrance 
to peace after so many conquests. 

'fhe only power calculated to throw 
into the scale indemnifications for 
France, England, could speak openly 
respecting the sacrifices which it was 
ready to make for a general peace. 
The allied sovereigns were permitted 
to hope that the experience of late 
events would have had some influence 
on a conqueror, exposed to the obser- 
vation of a great nation, which was 
for the firbt time witness in the capital 
itself to the miseries he had brought 
on France. 

This experience might have convin- 
ced him that the support of thrones is 
principally dependent on moderation 
and probity. The allied powers, how- 
ever, convinced that the trial which 
they made must not endanger the mili- 
tary operations, saw that these opera- 
tions must be continued daring the 
negociations. The experience of tlie 
past, and afilicting recollections, shew- 
ed4hem the necessity of tliis step.— 
^'heir plenipotentiaries met thoscT of 
the hrench government. 

Mc^n time the victorious armies ap- 
pi;oa6h('d tlie gates of the capilid. 
rhe government took every measure 
to prevent its falling into our hands. 
The pienipotentiary of France recei- * 
ved ordeis to propose an armistice, 
upon conditions whicl) were similar 
-to* ‘those which the allies themselves 
judged necessary for tlie restoration of 


general peace* He offered the im- 
mediate surrenjler of the fortresses in 
the countries which France was to 
give up, on condition of a suspension 
of military operations. 

The allied courts, convinced by 
20 years’ experiejpee, that in negocia- 
tions with the French cabjnet, it was 
necessary carefully to distinguish the 
apparent from the real intention, pro- 
posed instead of this immediately to 
sign preliminaries of peace. This 
measure would have had for France 
all the advantages of an armistice, 
without exposing the allies to the 
danger of a suspension of arms. Some 
partial advantages, however, accom- 
panied the first motions of an *army 
collected under ihe walls «^f Paris, 
composed of the flower of the present 
generation, the last hope of the nation, 
and the remainder of a million of war- 
riors, who, either fallen on the field 
of battle, or left on the way from Lis- 
bon to Moscow, have been sacrificed 
for interests with which France had 
no concern. Immediately the nego- 
ciations at Chatillon assumed another 
appearance. The French plenipoten- 
tiary remained without instructions, 
and went away 'instead of answer* 
ing the representations of the allied 
courts. They commissioned their 
plenipotentiaries to give in the prqjei 
of a preliminary treaty, containing all 
the grounds which they deemed ne- 
cessary for the restoration of a balance 
of power, and which a few days be- 
fore had been presented by the french 
government 'itself, at a moment, 
doubtless, when it conceived its ex- 
istence in danger. It contained .the 
ground-work for the restoration of 
Europe. 

France restored to Hhe froitticrs,. 
which^ under the government of its 
kings, had insured to it ag^ of glory 
and prosperity, was to have with the 
rest of Europe the blessings of liberty, 
nationftl independence, and peace. It 
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depended absolutely on its^government 
to end by a single wor4 the sufferings 
of the nation, to restore to it with 
peace, its colonies, its trade, and the 
restitution of its industry. — What did 
it want more ? The allies now offer- 
ed. with a spirit of pacification, to dis- 
cuss its wishes upon the subject of mu- 
tual convenience, w»hich should ex- 
tend the frontiers of France beyond 
what they were before the wars of the 
revolution. 

Fourteen days elapsed without any 
answer being returned by the French 
government. The Plenipotentiaries 
of the allies insisted on the fixing of 
a day for the acceptance or rejection 
of the conditions of peace. They left 
the French Plenipotentiary the liberty 
to present a contre projet on condition 
that this contre projet should agree in 
spirit, and in its general contents, with 
the conditions proposed by the allied 
courts. The 10th of March was fix- 
ed by the mutual consent of both par- 
ties. — This term being arrived, the 
French Plenipotentiary produced no- 
thing blit pieces, the discussion of 
which, far from advancing the pro- 
posed object, could only have caused 
fruitless negociations. A delay of ,a 
few days was granted at the desire of 
the French Plenipotentiary. On March 
■15th, he at last delivered a contre projet ^ 
which left no doubt that the sufferings 
of France had not yet changed the 
views of its government. The French 
government, receding from what it 
had itself proposed, demanded, in a 
new projety that nations, which were 
quite foreign to France, which a do- 
mination of many ages could not have 
amalgamated Vvith the French nation, 
should now remain a part of it ; that 
J'rance should retain frontiers incon- 
sistent with the fundamental principles 
of equilibqtitim. and out of all propor- 
tion with the other great powers of 
Europe ; that it should remain master 
of the same positions and poiints of 


aggression, by means of which its ge« 
vernment. to the misfortune of &- 
rope and that of France, had effected 
the fall of so many thrones, and so 
many revolutions; that members of 
the family reigning in Fr^ce should 
be placed on foreijjn tljrones; the 
French government whreh, for so 
many years, has sought to wile no less 
by discord than by force of arms, was 
to'A'emain the arbiter of the external 
concerns of the powers of Europe,. , 

By continuing the negociations un- 
der such circumstances, the allifes 
would have neglected what they owed 
to themselves^ they would fiom that 
moment have deviated from the glo- 
rious goal they had betore them, their 
efforts would have been turned solely 
against their people. By signing a 
treaty upon the principles of the 
French projet, the allies would have 
laid their arms in the hands of the 
common enemy; they would have be- 
trayed the expectation of nations, and 
the confidence of their allies. 

It is in a moment so decisive for the 
welfare of the world, that the allied 
sovereigns renew this solemn engage- 
ment, till they shall have attained the 
great object of their union. 

France has to blame its government 
alone for its sufferings. Peace alone 
can heal the wounds which a spirit of 
universal dominion, unexampled in 
history, has produced. I'his peace 
shall be the peace of Europe; no 
other can be accepted. It is at length 
time that princes should watch (Tver 
the welfare of the people without fo- 
reign influence, that nations should 
respect their natural indepenVlence, 
that social institutions shonld be pro- 
tected from daily revolutions, pro- 
perty respected, and trade free. 

All Europe has absolutely the same 
wish to make France participate in 
the blessings of peace ; France, whose 
dismemberment the allied powers 
neither can nor will permit. The con- 
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fidence ift their promises may be found 
in the principles for which they con- 
tend. But whence shall the sove- 
reigns infer that France will take part 
in the principles that must fix the 
happiness of the world, so long as 
they see that the same ambition, which 
has brouglti so^uiny misfortunes on 
' Europe, is^ still the sole spring that 
f actuates tVe government: that while 
French bfhod is shed in torrents, the 
general,! merest is always sacrifice^ to 
private ? — W hence, under such cir- 
cUllistances, should be the guarantee, 
for the future, if such a desolating 
system loand no check in the general 
will of the nation ? I'hen is liie peace 
of Europe insured, anti nothing shall 
in future be able to disturb it. 


DEPOSITION OF NAPOLEON. 

Extract from the Registers of the Con» 
seivuiive Senate, Sitting of April 
3» under the Pte.sidency oj Senator 
Count Barthelemy, 

The sitting which had been ad- 
journed was resumed at 4 o’clock, 
when the Senator Count Lanibrechts 
read the revised and adopted plan of 
the decree which passed in the sitting 
of yesterday. It is in the lollowing 
terms : 

The Conservative Senate, consider- 
ing that in a constitutional monarchy, 
the monarch exists only in virtue of 
the constitution or social compact : 
That Napoleon Buonaparte, during 
certain period of firm and prudent 
government; afibrded to the nation rea- 
sons to calculate for the future on acts 
ofv^dom and justice ; but that, after- 
trSms^ heNioiated the compact which 
united him to the French people, par- 
ticularly in levying imposts and esta^ 
blishing taxes otherwise than in virtue 
of the law, against the express tenour 
oath which he had taken on his 


ascending the thronei conformable to 
Article 53 of the Act of the Consti- 
tution of the 28th Floreal, year 12 : 

That he cc^nmitted this attack on 
the rights of the people, even in ad- 
journing, without necessity^ the 'Le- 
gislative Body, causing to be sup- 
pressed, as criminal, a report of that 
Body, the title oi which, and its share 
in the national representation, he dis- 
puted : 

I'hat he undertook a series of wars 
in violation of Article 30 of the Act 
of the Constitution of the 22d Fri- 
mairc, year 8^ which purports, that de- 
clarations of war sliould be proposed, 
debated, decreed and promulgated in 
the same manner as laws : 

That lie issued, unconstitutionally, 
several decrees, inflicting the p*unish- 
ment of death; “^articulaily the two 
decrees, of the 5th of March last;, 
tending to cause to he considered as 
national, a war which would not have 
taken place but for the interests of his 
boundless ambition : 

That he violated the constitutional 
laws liy his decrees respecting the 
prisoners of the state : 

That he annulled the responsibility 
of the Ministers, confounded ail au- 
thorities; and destroyed the independ- 
ence of judicial bodies: 

Considering that the liberty of the 
press, established and consecrated as 
one of the rights of the nation, has 
been constantly subjected to the ar- 
bitrary control of the police, and that 
at the same time he has always made 
use of the press to fill France and 
Europe witii^ misrepresentations, false 
maxims, doctrines favourable to des- 
potism, and insults on foreign govern- 
ments : . * 

That acts and reports hear^by the 
Senate have undergoi^e alterations in 
the publication : 

Considering that, ins^egd of reign- 
ing according to the term«fof hu oath^ 
with a sole view to the interest, and 
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happiness, and the glory of the French 
people, Napoleon completed the mis- 
fortunes of his country, b 3 r his refusal 
to treat on conditions'^ which the na- 
tional interests required him to accept, 
and which did not compromise the 
French honour s 

By the abuse which he made of all 
the means intrusted to him in men 
and money*: 

By the abandonment of the wound- 
ed without dressings, without assist- 
ance, and without subsistence ; 

By various measures, the conse- 
quences of which were the ruin of the 
towns, the depopulation of the coun- 
try* famine, and contagious diseases: 

Considering that, forall these causes, 
the Ipiperinl Government established 
bv the Senatus Consvltum of the 28t?i 
FJoreal, ^ar 12, has ceased to exist, 
and that the wish manifested by all 
Frenchmen calls for an order of things, 
the first result of which should be the 
restoration ofgeneral peace, and which 
should al&o be the era of a solemn re- 
conciliation of all the states of the 
European Family : 

The Senate declares and decrees 
as follows: 

Art 1, Napoleon Buonaparte has 
forfeited the thronej and the heredi- 
tary right established in his family is 
abolished. 

. The French people and the ar- 
my are released from their oath of 
fidelity towards Napoleon Buona- 
parte. 

3. fhe present decree shall be 
transmitted by a message to the Pro- 
visional Government of France, con- 
veyed forthwith to all the departments 
and the armies, and immediately pro- 
claimed in all the quarters of the 
capital. 

[A similar .resolution was, on the 
'same day, adopted by the Legislative 


Articles qf the Treaty hetxveehthe Allied 

Powers and his Majesty the Empe^ 

ror Napoleon. 

Art. 1 . His Majesty the Emperor 
Napoleon renounces for himself, hijsi 
successors and descendants, as well as 
for all the raembersof h#^ family, all 
right of sovereignty and dominion, as 
well to the French empi^, and the 
kingdom of Italy, as over every other 
cp.untry, 

Art, 2. Their Majesties the Empe- 
ro^ Napoleon and Maria Louisa ^nall 
retain their titles and rank, to be en- 
joyed during their lives. The mother, 
the brothers, sisters, nephews, and 
nieces, of the Emperor, shall also re- 
tain, wherever they may reside, the 
titles of Princes of his family. 

Art. 3. The Isle of Elba, adopted 
by his Majesty the Emperor Napoleon 
as the place of his residence, shall 
form, during his life, a separate prin- 
cipality, which shall be possessed by 
him in full sovereignty and property ; 
there shall be besides granted in full 
property, to the Emperor Napoleon, 
an annual revenue of 2,000,000 francs, 
in rent charge, in the great book of 
France, of which 1,000,000 shall be 
in reversion to the Empress. 

Art. 4. The Duchies of Parma, 
Placentia^ and Goastalla, shall be 
granted, in full property and sove- 
reignty, to her Majesty the Empress 
Maria Louisa ; they shall pass to her 
son, and to the descendants in the 
right line. The Prince, her son, shall, 
from henceforth, take the title of 
Pr.ince of Parma, Placentia, and Gu?-. 
astalla. 

Art. 5. All the powers engage to 
employ their good offices to* c^' to 
be respected, by the Barbary pow^, 
the flag and the territory of the Isle 
, of Elba, for which purpose the rela- 
tions with the Barbary powers shall 
be assimilated to those with France. 

Art. 6. There shall be reserved in 
the^ territories hereby renounced, to 
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his Majesty the Emperor Napoleon, 
for him^^elf and his family, domains 
or rent-charges in the great book of 
France, producing a revenjtie, clear 
of all deductions and charges, of 
2,500,000 francs. These domains or 
rents shall belong, in full property, 
and to he disposed of as they shall 
« think fit, "*10 tne Princes and Prin- 
cesses of his family, and shall be di- 
vided amongst them in such a man- 
ner, that the revenue of each shall be 
in theTollowing proportions, viziA- 


^ Francs. 

To Madame Mere 300,000 

I'o King Joseph and his 

Queen 500,000 

To King Louis...* 200,000 

To the Queen Hortense 

and to her children 400,000 

To King Jerom and his 

Queen** 500,000 

To the Princess Eliza.... 300,000 

To the Princess Paulina 300,000 


2,500’,000 

The Princes and Princesses of the 
house of the Emperor Napoleon shall 
besides retain their property, move- 
able and immoveable, of whatever na- 
ture It may be, which they shall pos- 
sess by individual and public right, 
and the rents of which they shall en- 
joy (also as individuals).^ 

Art. 7. The annual pension of the 
Empress Josephine shall be reduced 
to 1,000,000, in domains, or in in- 
scriptions in the great book of France; 
she shall continue to enjoy, in f ull pro- 
perty, moveableand immoveable, with 
power to dispose of it conformable to 
the French laws. 

Art 8. There shall be granted to 
Pryce Eugene, Viceroy of Italy, a 
<rwabTe^tablishment out of France. 

Art. ^ The property which his 
Majesty the Emperor Napoleon pos- 
sesses in France, either as extraordi- 
nary domain, or as private dc/tnain, 
attached to the crown, the funds 


placed by the Emperor, either in the 
great^ book of JPrance, in the Bank 
of France, in the Actions de$ Forets^ 
or in any other manner, and which 
his Majesty Abandons to the crown, 
shall be reserved as a capital, which 
shall not exceed 2,000,000* to be ex- 
pended in gratifications in favour of 
such persons, whose names shall be 
contained in a* list to be signed by 
the Emperor Napoleon* and which 
shall be transmitted to the French go- 
vernment. 

Art. 10. All the crown diamonds 
shall remain in France* 

Art. 11. Mis Majesty the Emperor 
Napoleon shall return to the Treasury, 
and to the other public chests, all 
the sums and effects that shall have 
been taken out by his orders, with 
*the exception of what lyys been ap- 
propriated from the Civil List. 

Art. 12. The debts of the household 
of his Majesty the Emperor Napoleon^ 
such as they were on the day of the 
signature ot the present treaty, shall be 
immediately discharged out of the ar- 
rearii due by the public Treasury to 
the Civil List, according to a list, 
which shall be signed by a Commissi* 
oner appointed for that purpose. 

Art. 13. The obligations of the 
Mont-Napoleofi, of Milan, towards 
•all the creditors, whether Frenchmen 
or foreigners, shall be exactly ful- 
filled, unless there shall beany change 
made in this respect. 

Art. 1 4. There shall be given all 
the necessary passports for the free 
passage of his Majesty the Emperor 
Napoleon, or of the Empress, the 
Princes and Princesses, and all the 
persons of their suites who wish to 
accompany them, or to establish them- 
selves out of France, as well as for the 
passage of all the equipages ,* horses^ 
and enects belonging* to them« The 
Allied Powers shall, in consequence, 
furnish officers and meft^r escorts. 

Art. 15. The French Imperial 
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guards shall furnish a detachment of 
from 1,200 to 1,500 riien, of a1]*arms, 
to serve as an escort to the Emperor 
Napoleon to Saint Tropes, the place 
of his embarkation, 

Art. 16. There shall be furnished 
a corvette and the necessary trans- 
ort-vessels to convey to the place of 
is destination his Majesty the Empe- 
ror Napoleon and his household ; and 
the corvette shall belong, in full pro- 
perty, to his Majesty the Emperor. 

Art. 17. The Emperor Napoleon 
shall be allowed to take with him and 
retain as his guard 400i.men, volun- 
teers, as well officers, as sub-officers 
and soldiers. 

Art 18. No Frenchman, who shall 
have followed the Emperor Napoleon 
or his family, shall be held to have» 
forfeited Ms rights as such by not re- 
turning to France within three years; 
at least they shall not be comprised in 
the exceptions which the French go- 
vernment reserves to itself to grant 
after the expiration of that term. 

Alt. 19. The Polish troops of all 
arms, in the service of France,' shall 
be at liberty to rclurii home, and shall 
retain their arms and baggage, as a 
testimoiw of tlieir honourable ser- 
vices. The officers, sub-officers, and 
soldiers, shall retain the decorationsr 
which have been granted to them, and 
the pensions annexed to those deco- 
rations. 

Art. 20. The High Allied Powers 
guarantee the execution of all the ar- 
ticles of the present treaty, and en- 
gage to obtain that it shall be adopted 
and guaranteed by France. 

Art. 21. The present act shall be 
ratified, and the ratifications exchan- 
ged at Paris, witjhin two daysorsodner, 
if possible. 

Donegal Paris, the llth of 
April, lbl4. 

(L. S.) The^ Prince Die Metter- 
'nich. 

(L. S.) J. F. Corate De Stapion. 


(L. S.) Andre Comte De'Rasou* 

MOUFFSKY. 

(L. S.) Charles Robert Comte 
De Nesselrode. 

(L. S.) Chas. Aug. Baron DeHar- 

Df-NBKRG. 

L. S.) Marsha! Ney. 

L. S.) Cauloncourt. 


Proclamation of the King of Spain. 

Since the period when Divine Pro- 
vidence, in consequence of the sp^i- 
taneous and solemn resignation of my 
august father, placed me on the throne 
of my ancestors, of which the kingdom 
took the oaths fo me as heir by its pro- 
curators assembled in Cortes, accord- 
ing to the law and custom of the Spa- 
nish nation, practised in the most re- 
mote periods, and since that happy 
day on which 1 entered the capital 
amidst the most sincere demonstra- 
tions of affection and loyalty with 
which the people of Madrid came out 
to receive me, this display of love to- 
wards my royal person making a deep 
impression on the French hosts, who, 
under the cloak of friendship, had ad- 
vanced as flir as that city, being a 
presage of what that heroic popula- 
tion would one day perform for their 
Ewing, and far ilieir honour, and giving 
that example which the other parts of 
the kingdom have nobly followed: 
since that day, 1 determined in my 
royal mind to reply to sentiments so 
loyal, and to satisly the great obliga- 
tions which a king is under towards his 
subj»ects, to dedicate my whole time to 
the discharge of such august func- 
tions, and to repair the evils which the 
pernicious influence of a favoipat^lbiad 
caused in the preceding rei^i. 

My first labours were directed to 
Uie restoration of various magistrates 
and other persons, who had been ar- 
bitrarily removed fi’om their f unctions ; 
but the difficult state of affairs, and .. 
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the perfidy of Buonaparte, from the 
cruel effect of which I wished, by 
proceeding to Bayonne, to preserve 
my people, scarcely allowed ‘time for 
more. The royal family being assem- 
bled there, an atrocious attack was 
perpetrated on the whole of it, and 
particular!}^ on ipy person, unequalled 
m the history of civilised nations, both 
in its circumstances and in the series 
of eventsVhich took place there ; and 
the sacred law of nations being tlmre 
violated in the highest degree, l^as 
deprived of my liberty, stripped of 
tbe government of my kingdoms, *and 
conveyed to a palace with my very 
dear brother and uncle, which served 
as a sort of honourable prison for 
about the space of six years. Amidst 
this affliction, I had always present to 
my mind the love and loyalty of my 
people, and the consideration of the 
endless calamities to which they were 
exposed formed a great part of my 
griefs ; inundated as they were ivith 
enemies, nearly destitute of all means 
of resistance, without King, and with- 
out a government previously establish* 
ed, which might put in motion and 
unite at its voice the force of the na- 
tion, direct its impulse, and avail itself 
of the resources of the State, to com- 
bat the forces which simultaneously 
invaded the Peninsula, and had trea- 
cherously got possession of its princi- 
pal fortresses. In this lamentable si- 
tuation, as the only remedy that ne- 
mained, 1 issued, as well as I could, 
while surrounded by force, the Decree 
of the 5th of May, 1808, addressed to 
the Council of Castile, and in defect 
of it to any other Board or audience 
that might be at liberty, in order that 
th^^or^s might be convoked, who 
Um only employ themselves on the 
spur of the moment, in raising the 
taxes and supplies necessary for th^ 
defence of the kingdom, remaining 
permanent for other events which 
jaigbt occur ; but this my Royal De- 


cree unfortunately was not known 
there t and although it was afterwards 
known, the provinces provided for the 
same object, ^ soon as the accounts 
reached them of the cruel tragedy 
perpetrated in Madrid on the memor- 
able 2d of ]^ay, by the Chief of the 
French troops, through the instru- 
mentality of tbe Juntas which they 
created. Next took place the glo* 
rious battle of Baylen: the French 
fled as far as Vittoria, and all the pro- 
vinces, with the capita], proclaimed 
me, anew, King of Castile and Leon, 
in the metropolis, with the same for* 
malities as the kings my august pre- 
decessors. This is a recent fact, of 
which the medals struck in all parts 
afford demonstrative proof, and which 
l;lie people through whom 1 have pass- 
ed since my return from Ffance have 
confirmed by the efiusion of vivas 
which moved the sensibility of my 
heart, where they are engraved never 
to be effaced. From the deputies 
nominated by the Juntas, the Central 
Junta was formed ; who exercised in 
my rbyal name all the powers of so- 
vereignty from Sept. 1808, till Jan. 
1810; in which month was establish- 
ed the first Council of Regency, in 
whom the exereise of that power con- 
tinued till the 24 th of September in 
the same year: on which day were 
installed in the isle of Leon the Cortes 
called General and Extraordinary, 
when 104* Deputies took the oaths, in 
which they engaged to preserve for 
me my dominions as their sovereign ; 
all which appears from the act certifi- 
ed by the ^ Secretary of State Don 
Nicolas Maria de Sierra. But these 
Cortes, assembled in a manner never 
used in Spain, even in the most ar- 
duous cases, and in tbe iuo>S turbu- 
lent times ot the minorities ofv Kings, 
in which the Assembly of Procurators 
were wontj to be numerous 

than in the common atfd ordinary 
Cortes, were not called the States of 
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the Nobility and Clergy, although the 
Central Junta had 60 ordered, this 
Decree having been artfully conceal- 
ed from the Council of^^egency, and 
also the fact that the junta had assign- 
ed to it the Presidency of the Cortes, 
a prerogative of the crown which the 
Regency would not have left to the 
decision of the Congress, if it had 
been acquainted therewith. In conse- 
quence of this, every thing remain- 
ed at the disposal of the Cortes : who, 
on the very day of their installation, 
and by way of commencement to their 
acts, despoiled me of my sovereignty, 
which the same deputies had only a 
little before acknowledged, ascribing 
it nominally to the nation, in order to 
appropriate it to themselves, and then, 
upon such usurpation, to dictate tp 
the natioir oUch laws as they pleased, 
imposing upon it the yoke by which it 
should receive them compulsorily in a 
new Constitution, which the deputies 
established without authority of the 
provinces, people, or Juntas, and with- 
out the knowledge ot those provinces, 
which were said to be represented by 
substitutes from Spain and die Indies. 
This Constitution they sanctioned and 
published in 1812. This hrst attack 
upon the prerogatives of tlie thronp, 
abusing the name of thjS nation, be- 
came, as it were, the basis of many 
othev attacks which followed it ; and 
in spite of the repugnance of many 
deputies, perhaps of the majority, 
they were adopted and raised to the 
rank of law s, which they called funda- 
mental, by means of the shouts, threats, 
and violence of those who attended in 
the galleries of the Cortek, with which 
they alarmed and terrified ; and that 
whieh was in truth the work of ^ fac- 
tion, was clothed with the specious 
mask pf the general will, and for such 
will, that of a few seditious persons, 
who in Cadiz, and afterwards ia Ma- 
drid, occaSlbned affliction to all good 
citiasens, made their own to pass. These 


facts are so notorious, that there is 
scarcely any one who is ignorant of 
them; and the very Diaries of the 
Cortes furnish ample proof of them. 
A mode of making laws so foreign to 
the Spanish nation, gave occasion to 
an alteration of the good laws under 
which, in other times, it was respect- 
ed and happy. In truth' almost al! 
the forms of the ancient constitution 
of the monarchy w ere innovated up- 
on; and, copying the revolutionary and 
democratic principles of the*" French 
constitution of 1791, they sanctioiibed, 
not the fundamental laws of a moderate 
monarchy, but those of a popular go- 
vernment, with a chief, or magistrate, 
their mere delegated executor, and 
not a king, although they gave him 
that name, to deceive and seduce the 
unwary and the nation. Under the 
same want of liberty this new ConstU 
tution was signed and sworn to ; and 
it is known to all, not only what pass- 
ed v with regard to the respectable 
Bishop of Orense, but also the punish- 
ment with which those were threat- 
ened who refused to sign and swear 
to it. 

To prepare the public mind to re- 
ceive such novelties, especiall)^ those 
regarding my royal person and the 
prerogatives of the crown, the public 
newspapera were resorted to as a 
means, some of which the Deputies 
of the Cortes conducted, and abused 
tjie liberty of the press, established 
by them to render the royal power 
odious, giving to all the rights of ma- 
jesty the name of despotism— -making 
kir^ and despot synonimous terms,— 
and calling kings tyrants : while at^ 
the same time they cruelly persecuted 
every one who had the nrn^pi^ to 
contradict them, or to d^tnt Mm 
this revolutionary and semtious mode 
of thinking : and in every thing de- 
*mocracy was affected, the army and 
navy, and all other establishments 
whicb| from time immemoriali had 
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been called royal, being stripped of 
that name, and national substituted, 
with which they flattered th^ people; 
who, however, in spite of these per- 
verse arts, retained, by their natural 
loyalty, the good feelings which al* 
ways formed their character. Of ail 
this, since J hi^e happily entered the 
Stingdom, 1 have been acquiring faith- 
ful information and knowledge, part- 
ly from ifly own observations, and part- 
ly fro® the public papers, in w^ch, 
up to this very day, represcnt^ons 
ol^ray arrival and my character are 
impudently circulated, so gross and 
infamous in themselves, that even 
with regard to any other individual 
they would constitute very heavy of- 
fences worthy of severe notice and 
punishment. Circumstances so un- 
expected have filled my heart with 
bitterness, which could only be alle- 
viated by the demonstrations of aflec- 
tion from all those who hoped for my 
arrival, in order that by my prejfence 
an end might be put to these calami- 
ties, and to the oppression in which those 
were, who retained in their minds the 
remembrance of my person, and sigh- 
ed for the true happiness of their coun- 
try. I swear and promise you, true 
and loyal Spaniards, at the same time 
that I "sympathise with the evils which 
you have sufi’ered, you ahull not be 
disappointed of your noble expecta- 
tions. Your sovereign wishes to be 
so on your account, and in this«he 
places his glory, that he is the sove- 
reign of an heroic nation, who by their 
immortal dc eds have gained the ad- 
miration of tlie world, and preswved 
their liberty and honour, i abhor and 
detj^t despotism — neitbewr the intel- 
li^nep^and cultivation of the nations 
oT Europe could now endure it, nor 
in Spam were its kings ever despots. 
Neither its good laws, nor constitt^- 
tion, authorised despotism ; althpugh, 
unfortunately, from time to time, as 
Jhap|)ens every where else, and in 


every thing human, there may have 
been -abuses of 'power which no pos- 
sible constitution can wholly guard 
against j nor^were they the raults of 
the constitution which the nation had, 
but of individuals, and the* effects of 
unpleasant J)ut very rare circumstan- 
ces, which gave occasion to them. 
However, in order to avert them, as 
effectually as human foresight will al- 
low, namely, by preserving the ho- 
nour of the royal dignity, and its 
rights, since those appertaining to it 
and 10 the people are equally invio- 
lable, I will treat with the procurators 
of Spain and of the Indies ; and order 
being restored, together with the good 
usages under which the nation has 
lived, and which the kings my prede- 
•cessors established with its consent, 
every thing that relates fb the good 
^of Hiy kingdoms shall be solidly and 
legitimately enacted, in Cortes le- 
gitimately assembled, as soon as it 
may be possible to do so, in order that 
my subjects may live prosperous and 
happy, in one religion, and under one 
govdfnment, strictly united by indis- 
soluble ties. In this, and in this alone, 
consists the tempoial felicity of a king 
and a kingdom, which enjoy the 
.title of Catliolitt, by way of eminence ; 
*and jramediatejy preparations shall be 
made for what may appear best to- 
wards the assembling of such & Cor- 
tes; in which, I trust, the bases of the 
prosperity of my subjects, in both 
hemispheres, may be confirmed. The 
liberty and security of persons and 
property shall be firmly secured by 
means of laws, which, guaranteeing 
public liberty and order, shall leave 
to all that salutary liberty whose un- 
distVrbed enjoyment, distinguishes a 
moderate from an arbitrary and des» 
potic government, apd in whjch the 
citizens subject to the former ou^t 
to lite. This just liberj^ all likewise 
shall enjoy, in order to dbmmunicate 
through the press their ideas and 
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thoughts, within those limits, however, 
which sound reason imperiously pre- 
scribes to all, that it may not dege- 
nerate into licentiousness; for the re- 
spect which is due to religion and the 
government, and that which men mu- 
tually owe towards each qthercan un- 
der no civilised gov< rnment be reason- 
ably permitted to be violated and tram- 
pled upon with impunity. 

All suspicion, likewise, of any dis- 
sipation of the revenues of the State 
shall cease : those which arc assigned 
for the expences required by the ho- 
nour ot niy royal persoij and family, 
and that of the nation whom I have 
the glory to govern, being separated 
from the revenues which, by the con- 
sent of the kingdom, may be imposed 
and assigned for the maintenance of 
the state in all the branches of the ad- 
ministration. 'i’he laws, w’hich shall in 
future serve as a lule of action to my 
subjects, shall also be enacted in con- 
cert with the Cortes, inasmuch as 
these bases may serve as an authentic 
declaration of my royal intentions in 
the government with which 1 am^bout 
to be vested, and will represent to all 
neither a despot nor a tyrant, but a 
king and a father of his subjects. 

Having in like manner heard froiVi 
the unanimous declaration of personi^ 
respectable for their zeal and know- 
ledge* and from representations madeto 
me from various parts of the kingdom, 
in which are expressed the repugnance 
and disgust with which both the con- 
stitution formed by the general and 
extraordinary Cortes, as well as the 
other political establishments recently 
introduced, are regarded in the pro- 
vinces ; considering also the mischiefs 
which have sprung therefrom, ^ and 
would increase, should 1 assent to and 
swear to the said constitution ; acting 
id conformity to such general and de- 
cided demi^j^strations of the wisfies of 
my people, *knd also because they are 
just and well founded ; I declarS) that 


my royal intention is, not oilly not to 
swear nor accede to the said constitu- 
tion nor to any decree of the General 
and Extraordinary Cortes, and of the 
ordinary at present sitting, those, to 
wit, which derogate from the rights 
and prerogatives of my sovereignty, 
established by the Qonstitution and 
the laws under which the nation hab 
lived in times past, but to pronounce 
that constitution, and suclr decrees, 
ni^ll and of no effect, now, or,, at any 
othtfr time, as if such acts had never 
passed, and that they are entif&ly 
abrogated, and without any obHgatiou 
on my people and subjects, of what- 
ever class and condition, to fulfil or 
observe them. ' And as he who should 
attempt to support them, and shall 
thus contradict my royal proclamation 
adopted with the above agreement 
and assent, w ill attack the prerogatives 
of my sovereignty, and the happiness 
of the nation, and wilfcausc discontent 
and' disturbance in my kingdoms, 1 
declare, w hoever shall dare to attempt 
the same w ill be guilty of High 1'iiea- 
SON, and as such subject to capital 
punishment, whether he perform the 
same by deed, by writing, or by words 
moving and exciting, or in any other 
way exhorting and persuading that 
the said constitution and decrees be 
kept and observed • 

And in order that, until public or- 
der be restored, together with the 
system observed in the kingdom prior 
to the introduction of these novelties, 
for the attainment of which suitable 
measures shall be taken without de- 
lay^the administration of justice may 
not be interrupted, it is my will that 
in the me«n time the ordinary Ma- 
gistracies of towns shall be coRtiltued 
as now established, the courts of 12^, 
where there are such, and the au- 
fiiencias, intendants, and other judicial 
tribunals ; and in the political and ad- 
ministrative branches, the common 
councils of towns, according to theix 
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present constitution, until the Cortes, 
who shall be summoned, beidg heard, 
the stable order of this part of the go- 
vernment of the kingdom be assented 
to. And from the day on which this 
my decree shall be published and 
communicated *lo the President for 
Jhe time being of the Cortes at pre- 
sent met, the said Cortes shall cease 
their sittings; and tlieir acts, with 
those Of the preceding Cortes, Mge- 
thfir with whatever documents or dis- 
atch^s shill be in their office of ar- 
hives and secretaryship, or in the pos- 
session of any other individual what- 
ever, shall be collected by the person 
charged with the execution of this 
my Royal Decree : and shall be de- 
osited for the present in the Guild- 
all of the city of Madrid, the room in 
which they are placed being locked 
and sealed up: the books of their 
library shall be conveyed to the «oyal 
library ; and whosoever shall endea- 
vour to obstruct the execution of this 
my Royal Decree, in any way what- 
ever, 1 also declare him guilty of 
High Treason, and that as such the 
punishment of death shall be inflicted 
upon him. And from this day shall 
cease in every tribunal of the king- 
dom all proceedings in, any cause, 
now pending for any infraction of the 
Constitution, and those who, for such 
causes, have been imprisoned or ar- 
rested, shall be immediately set at li- 
berty. Such then is my wilt, because 
the welfare and happiness of the na- 
tion require it. 

Given at Valencia, the ^th of 
May, 1814. ^ 

1, The King. 

^ Pedro de Macanaz, Secretary 
of Decrees. 

As Captain General of New Castile, 
Political and Military Governor of the 
whole Province, and by order of his 
Majesty Don Ferdinand VII. whom 
ljod*f>re8erve, 1 cause it to be pub- 
lished. . * 


Francisco Ramon os 
, Eouai Y. Letona. 

Madrid, May 11, 1814. 


Treaty of Peacg helxoeen the Allied 
Powers and Franfie. 

In the name of the most Holy and 
undivided Trinity. 

His Majesty the King of France 
and Navarre, on the one part, and 
his Majesty the Emperor of Austria, 
King of Hungary and Bohemia, and 
his Allies, on the other, being anima- 
ted by an equal wish to put an end to 
^the long agitations of £urope,*and to 
the calamities of nations^ by a solid 
peace, founded on a just distribution 
•of force between the powers, and con- 
taining in its stipulations the guaran- 
tee of its duration ; and his Majesty 
the Emperor of Austria, King of Hun- 
gary and Bohemifi, and his Allies, no 
longar wishing to exact from France, 
at the present moment, when, being 
replaced under the paternal govern- 
ment of her Kings, she thus offers to 
purope a pledgp of security and stabi- 
Jity, conditions and guarantees which 
they had to demand with regret under 
her late government; their said Ma- 
jesties have appointed Plenipotentia- 
ries to discuss, conclude, and sign, a 
treaty of peace and friendship ; that 
is to say : — 

His Majesty the King of France 
and Navarre, M. Charles Maurice 
Talleyrand-Perigord, Prince of Be- 
nevento. Grand Eagle of the Legion 
of Honour, Grand Cross of the Order 
of Leopold of Austria, Knighi of the 
Order of St Andrew of Russi^ of the 
Orders of the Black and Red Eagle of 
Prussia, &c. his Minister and Secre- 
tary of State for ForeigCmfiairs ; and 
his Majesty the Emperor of Austria, 
King of Hungary and Bohemia, M. M. 
PrinCeClement Wenceslas Lothaireof 
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Mettcrnich - Winneburg - Ochsenhau- 
sen, Knight of the Golden .Fleece, 
Grand Cross of the OrcLr of St Ste- 
phen, Gr^nd Eagle of the Legion of 
Honour, Knight of the Russian Or- 
ders of St Andrew, St" Alexander 
Neusky, and St Ai^pe, of the first 
class, Knigbt Grand Cross of the 
Prussian Orders of the Black and 
Red Eagle, Grand Cross of the Order 
of St Joseph of Wurtzburg, Knight 
of the Order of St Hubert of Bavaria, 
of that of the Gold Eagle of Wurtem- 
berg, and many others ; Chamberlain, 
actual Privy Counsellor, Minister of 
State, of Conferences, and for Fo- 
reign Affairs, of his Imperial, Royal, 
and Apostolic Majesty; and Count 
John Philip de Stadion Thannhausen' 
and Warthausen, Knight of the GoL 
den Fleece, Grand Cross of the Or- 
der of St Stephen, Knight of the 
Russian Orders of St Andrew, St 
Alexander Neusky, and St Anne of 
the first class, Grand Cross of the 
Prussian Orders of the Black and Red 
Eagle, Chamberlain, Privy Counsel- 
lor, Minister of State and Confer- 
ences to his Imperial, Royal, and 
Apt)stolic Majesty ; who, after ex.- 
changing their full powers, found to. 
be in good and due form, have agreed 
upon* the following articles ; — 

Article I. There shall be, reckon- 
ing from this date, peace and friend- 
ship between liis Majesty the King of 
France and Navarre, on the one part, 
and his Majesty the Emperor of Aus- 
tria, King of Hungary and Bohemia, 
and his Allies, on the 'other part, 
their heirs atid successors, their re- 
spective states and subjects, in/per- 
petuityi 

I'he^ high contracting parties shall 
apply all their bares to maintain, not 
only between themselves, but abo, as 
far as depdfius on them, between all 
the States of Europe, the good agree- 
ment and understanding so necessary 
to its repose. 


Art. II. The kingdom of France 
preserves^ the integrity of its limits 
such as they existed at the period of 
the I St of January, 1792. It shall 
receive besides an augmentation of 
territory comprised within the line of 
demarkation fixed by' the* following 
article : — 

Art. III. On the side of Belgium, 
Germany, and Italy, the ancient fron- 
tier, N.such as it existed on the fat Jan. 
1792, shall be re-established, the 
same commencing from the North 
Sea, between Dunkirk and Newport, 
even unto the Mediterranean between 
Cagnes and Nice, with the following 
rectifications : — 

L In the department of Jemmap- 
pes, the cantons of Dour, Merbesde- 
chateau, Beaumont, andChimay, shall 
remain to France ; the line of demark- 
ation, where it touches the canton of 
the Dour, shall pass between that can- 
ton and those of Boussu and Parturage, 
as well as, farther on, between that 
of Morbes-le-Chateau, and those of 
Binch and Thuin. 

2. In the department of the Sambre 
and Meuse, the cantons of Valcourt, 
Florennes, Bcauraing, and Godurae, 
shall belong to France ; the demark- 
ation, upon reaching this department, 
shall follow* the line which separates 
the fore- mentioned cantons from the 
department of Jemmappes, and from 
the rest of that of the Sambre and 
Meuse. 

3. In the department of the Mo- 
selle, the new demarkation, where it 
differs from the old, shall be formed 
by a line to be drawn from Perle as 
far as Fremersdorf, or by that \^liicli 
separates the canton of Tholey from 
the rest of the department of Moselle. 

4. In the department of the Sarre, 
file cantons of Saarbruck and Arnwal 
shall"remain to France, as well as that 
part of the canton of Lebach which is 
situated to the south of a line to 'ber 
drawn along the confines of the vil- 
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lagcs of Herchenbach, Ueberhosen, 
Hilsbach) and Hall (leaving these 
different places without the French 
frontier) to the point where, taken 
from Querselle, (which belongs to 
France) the line which separates the 
canton of 'Arn^al and Ottweiller, 
riches that which separates those of 
Arnwal and Lebach ; the frontier on 
this side shall be formed by the line 
above tlfh ked out, and then by 4^t 
whj^h separates the canton ot Arnwal 
from tl\at of Biiescastel. * 

*5. The fortress of Landau having, 
prior to the year J792, formed an in- 
sulated point in Germany, France re- 
tains beyond her frontiers a part of 
the departments of Mont Tonnerre 
and the Lower Rhine, in order to 
join the lortress of Landau and its 
district to the rest of the kingdom* 
The new demarkation, proceeding 
from the point where, at OberstQin- 
bach (which remains without the 
French frontier), the frontier enters 
the department of the Moselle, and 
that of Mont Tonnerre, joins the de- 
partment of the Lower Rhine, shall 
follow the line which separates the 
cantons of Wissenburgh and Bergza- 
bern (on the side of France) from 
the cantons of Pirmasens, Dahn, and 
Anweiler, (on the side of Germany)' 
to the point where these limits, near 
the village of Wohnersheim, touch 
the ancient district of the fortress of 
Landau. -Of this district, which re- 
mains as it was in 1792, the new fron- 
tier sliall follow the arm of the river 
Queich, which in leaving this district 
near Queichheim (which rests with 
Franc.e]^^ passes near the^villages of 
Merlenheim, Kniltelsheim, and Bel- 
heim (also remaining French), to the 
Rhine, which thence continues the 
boundary between France and Ger- * 
many. As to the Rhine, the Thal/eg, 
or course of the river, shall form the 
bfifUddasy ; the changes, however, 
which may occur in the course of*the 


river, shall have no effect on the pro- 
perty oi\ the isles which are found 
there* The ffossession of these tales 
shall be replaced under the same 
form as at the period of the treaty of 
LuneviUe. * 

6. In the Department of the Doubs, 
the frontier shall be dravtSo, so as to 
commence above La Ranconnierc, 
near the Loell, and follow the crest of 
the Jura between Cerneaux Pequig- 
not and the village of Fontenelles, so 
far as that summit of the Jura which 
lies about seVbn or eight miles to the 
north-west of the village of La Brevine, 
where it will turn back within the an- 
cient limits of France. 

^ Art. 7* In the department 6f the 
Leman, the frontiers between the 
French territory, the Pais de Vaud, 
afbd the different portions of the terri- 
tory of Geneva, (which shall make a 
part of Swisserland, ) remain as they 
were before the incorporation of Ge- 
neva with France. But the canton of 
Frangy, that of St Julien (with ex- 
ception of that part lying to the nortli 
of a line to be drawn from the point 
where the river of La Laire enters 
near Cbancey into the Genevese ter- 
ritory, along the borders of Seseguin, 
Laconex, and Seseneuve, which shall 
remain without the limits of France,) 
the canton of Regnier (with exception 
of that portion which lies eastward of a 
line following the borders of the Mu- 
raz, Bussy, Pers, and Cornier, which 
shall be without the French limits,) 
and the Canton of La Roche (with 
exception oi* the places named La 
Roche and Armanay, with their dis- 
tricts shall rest with France. The 
frontier shall follow the limits of those 
different cantons and the lines sepa- 
rating those portion Vhich l^rance 
retainssfrom those wtiich she gives up. 

Art. 8. In the departoAt of Mont 
Blanc, France shall obtain the Sub- 
prefecture of Chambery, (with excep- 
tions iff the cantons de PHopitai, St 
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Pierre d'AIbigny, La Rocette and 
Montmelian,) the Subprefepture of 
Annecy, (with exception of that part 
of the capton of Faverges, situated to 
the east of a line passing between 
Ourechaise and Marlens on the French 
side, and Marihod jmd Ugine on the 
opposite sidp, and wnich then follows 
the crest of the mountains to the 
frontier of the canton of Thones.) 
This line, with the limits of the afore- 
named cantons, shall constitute the 
new frontier on this side. 

On the side of the P^rennees, the 
frontiers remain as they were, be- 
tween the two kingdoms of F^rance 
and Spain, on the 1st of January, 
1792.* There shall be appointed on 
the part e.V both, a mutual commis- 
sion, to arrange their final demarca- 
tion. 

France renounces all claims of so- 
vereignty, supremacy, and possession 
over all countries, districts, towns, 
and places whatsoever, situated with- 
out the above-stated frontier.. The 
principality of Monaco is replaced in 
the same situation as on the 1st of 
January, 1792. 

The allied courts assure to Fran.ce 
the possession of the principality of 
Avignon, the Venaisin, the county of 
Moatbeliard, and all the enclosed 
districts once belonging to Germany, 
comprised within the above-indicated 
frontier, which had been incorporated 
with France before or after the 1st of 
January, 1792. 

The powers preserve mutually the 
full right to fortify whatever point of 
their states they may judge fitting for 
their safety# ) 

To avoid all injury to private pro- 
and to protect on the most li- 
principles the possessions of in- 
dividuals domiciliated on the frontiers, 
there shall^ue named by each of the 
States adjoining to France, Commis- 
sioners, to proceed jointly with French 
ConDroissioners, to the deraaresMon of 
8 


their respective boundaries. So soon 
as the office of these Commissioners 
sball be completed, instruments shall 
be drawn up, signed by them, and 
posts erected to mark the mutual li- 
mits. 

Art. IV. To secufe thfe communi- 
cations of the town of Geneva iviih 
the other parts the Swiss territory 
on the Lake, France consents that the 
rc/ad by Versoy shall be cofRmon to 
the two countries. The respective 
governments will have an amicable 
understanding on the means of pre- 
venting smuggling, the regulation of 
the posts, and .the maintenance of the 
road. 

Art. V. The navigation of the 
Rhine, from the point where it be- 
comes navigable to the sea, and back, 
shall be free, so as to be interdicted 
to no person. Principles shall be laid 
dovrn at a future Congress, for the 
collection of the duties by the States 
on the Banks, in the manner most 
equal and favourable to the commerce 
of all nations. 

It shall be also enquired and ascer- 
tained at the same Congress, in what 
mode, for the purposes of more facile 
communication, and rendering nations 
continually less strangers to each other, 
this disposition may be extended to 
all rivers that in their navigable course 
sjeparate or traverse difl'erent States. 

Art. VI. Holland, placed under the 
sovereignty of the House of Orange, 
shall receive an increase of territory. 
The title, and the exercise of its so- 
vereignty, cannot, under any circum- 
stance, belong to a Prince wearing or 
designatecT to wear a foreign cf'own. 

Tiie German States shall be inde- 
pendent, and united by a federative 
league. 

Independent Swisserland shall con- 
tim!te under its own government. 
Italy, without the limits of the coun- 
tries which shall return to JkuSlrili, 
shaH be composed of Sovereign States. 
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Art VII. The Island of Malta and 

’ its dependencies shall belong, in full 
possession and sovereignty, tQ.iiis Bri* 
tannic Majesty. 

Art VIII. His Britannic Majesty, 
stipulating for himself and his Allies, 
engages to restore to bis most Chris- 
tian Majesty, wthhin periods after- 
waidsto be fixed, the colonies, fish- 
eries, factgries, and establishments of 
every kind which France possessed on 
the 1st (M' January, 1792, in the seas 
or oj^*the continents of America, Af- 
rica, and Asia, with the exception, 
nevertheless, of the islands of Tobago,. 
St Luoia, and the Isle of France and 
its dependencies, namely, Rodrigue 
and the 6echelles, all which his most 
Christian Majesty cedes in full pro- 
perty and sovereignly to his Britannic 
Majesty, as also that part of St Do* 
mingo ceded to France by the peace 
of Basle, and which his most Chris- 
tian Majesty retrocedes to his Catjio- 
lic Majesty, in full property and sove- 
reignty. 

Art. IX. His Majesty the King of 
Sweden and Norway, in consequence 
of arrangements entered into with his 
allies, and for the execution of the 
preceding Article, consents that the 
island of (iuadaloupe be restored to 
liis most Christian Majesty, and cedes 
oil the rights which h mi^t hav-e tO 
that island. 

Art. X. His most Faithful IMajesty, 
in consequence of arrangements en- 
tered into with his Allies, engages to 
restore to his most Christian Majesty, 
within a period hereafter fixed, French 
Guyana, such as it was on the Ist 
January, 1792. 

The^elFect of the abot^ Stipulation 
being to revive the dispute existing at 
that period as to limits, it is agreed 
that the said dispute shall be termi- 
nated by an amicable arrangement* 
under ttie mediation of his Brit^nic 
Majfcsty. 

. * VOJL PART IK . 


Art.^ XT. The. fortresses and forts 
existing in the colonies to be restored 
to his most Christian Majesty, in vir- 
tue of Articlq^^ VIIL IX. and X. shall 
be given up in the state in which they 
shall be at the time of the signature 
of the present treaty. 

Art. XII. Britannic Majesty 
engages to cause* the subjects of his 
Most Christian Majesty to enjoy, iti 
regard to commerce and the security 
of their persons and properties, within 
the limits of the British sovereignty 
on the continent of India, the same 
facilities, privileges, and protection, 
which are at present granted to the 
most favoured nations. On his side, 
his most Christian Majesty having no- 
thing more at heart than the perpe- 
tuity of the peace betweap the two 
Crowns of France and England, andi 
wishing to contribute, as much as in 
him lies, to remove henceforward such 
points of contact between the two na- 
tions as might one day alter a good 
mutual understanding, engages not to 
erect any work of fortification in the 
establishments to be restored to him, 
and which are situated within the li- 
mits of British sovereignty on the 
continent of India, and to place in 
tliose establishments only the number 
of troops necessary for the mainte- 
nance of the police. « 

Art. XIII. As to the French right 
of fishery on the grand bank of New- 
foundland, on the coasts of the isle of 
that name and the adjacept isles, and 
in the Gulph of Sc Lawrence, every 
thing shall be restored to the same 
footing as in* 1792. 

Art. XiV. The colonics, factories, 
and establishments to be restored to 
his ngbst Christian Maj’esiy by |)is B»ri- 
tannic Majesty or his allies, shall be 
given up, viz. those iif the seas^f thp 
Norths or in the seas and on the con- 
tinents of America and within 

three mouths, and those beyond the 

y 
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Cape of Good Hope within six tnonths, 
after the ratification of the present 
treaty. 

Art XV. The high cc!«?tracting par- 
ties having reserved to themselves by 
the 4th Art. of the Convention of 
April ^23, the regulation lb the present 
definitive treaty of peace, of the fate 
of the arsenals and vessels of war, 
armed and not armed, which are in 
maritime fortresses, surrendered by 
France in execution of Art. 2. of the 
said convention, it is agreed that the 
said vessels and ships of war, armed 
and not armed, as also the naval ar- 
tillery, the naval stores, and all the 
materials of construction and arma- 
ment, shall be divided between h'rance 
and the country where the fortresses 
are situated, in the proportion of 
two-thirds to France, and one-third to 
the powers to whom such fortresses 
shall appertain. 

The vessels and ships which are 
building, and which shall not be ready 
for launching in six weeks after the 
present ireaty, shall be considered as 
materials, and as such divided in the 
pi oportion above assigned, after being 
taken to pieces. 

Commissaries shaft be mutually ap- 
pointed to arrange the division, and 
draw up a statement thereof, and 
passports shall be given by the allied 
powers, to secure the return to France 
of the French workmen, seamen, and 
agents. 

The vessels and arsenals existing in 
the maritime fortresses which sfiall 
have fallen into the power of the allies, 
anterior to the 23d of April, are not 
included in the above stipulations, nor 
the vessels and arhenals which belong- 
ed to Holland,' and in particular the 
Texel^ fleet. 

. The French' government binds it- 
self to withdraw, or cause to b6 sold, 
all that sha’foelong to it by the above- 
stated stipulations, within the period 
of three months after the division has 
been e&cted. ^ 


In future, the port of Antwerp shall 
be solely a port of commerce. 

Art. -Xvl. The high contracting 
parties wishing to place and cause to 
be placed in entire oblivion the divi- 
sions which have agitated Europe, de- 
clare and promise, that in the coun- 
tries restored and elded by the pre- 
sent treaty, no individual of whatever 
class or conditioii shall be prevented, 
harassed, or disturbed in his person 
of property, under any pretext, or 
for his attachment either to any o£ the 
corttracting parties or to governments 
which have ceased to exist, or for any 
other cause, unless for debts contract- 
ed to individuals, or for acts posterior 
to the present treaty. 

Art. XVII. In all the countries 
which may or shall change masters, 
as well in virtue of the present treaty, 
as of arrangements to be made in con- 
sequence thereof, the inhabitants, 
both natives and foreigners, of what- 
ever class or condition, shall be allow- 
ed a space of six years, reckoning 
from the exchange of the ratifications, 
in order to dispose, if they think pro- 
per, of their property, whether ac- 
quired before or during the present 
war, and to retire to whatever coun- 
try they please. 

Art. xyill. The Allied Powers, 
wishing to give his most Christian Ma- 
jesty a new proof of their desire to 
cause to disappear, as much as lies in 
their power, the consequences of the 
period of calamity so happily termi- 
nated by the present peace, renounce 
%nJ,oto^ the sums which the govern- 
ment had to re demand of France, by 
reason of^ny contracts, supplies, or 
advances whatsoever, made to the 
French government in the difterent 
wars which have taken place since 
,1792. 

E[is Most Christian Majesty, on his 
side, renounces every claim which he 
might make on the Allied PotY^rs 
on similar ground^ In execution of 



APPENDIX II.— STATE PAPERS. 


cecxxxix 


.this article, the high contracting par- 
ties engage mutually to give up all 
titles, bonds, and documents, felating 
to debts which they have reciprocally 
renounced. 

Art. XIX, The French govern- 
ment engages to , pause to be liquida- 
ted and paid all sums which it shall 
find ‘itself bound in duty to pay in 
countries tieyond its territories, in 
virtue o^ contracts or other formal 
engagements entered into between in- 
dividuals or private establishments, 
and the 'French authorities, both for 
supplies and legal obligations. 

Art* XX. The high contracting 
powers, immediately Sftcr the ex- 
change of the ratifications of the pre- 
sent treaty, will appoint commissaries 
to regulate and effectuate the execu- 
tion of the whole of the measures con- 
tained in Articles XVIII. and XIX* 
These commissaries shall employ them - 
selves in the examination of the claims 
mentioned in the preceding Article, 
of the liquidation of the sums claim- 
ed, and of the mode which the French 
government shall propose for paying 
them. They shall also be charged 
with the giving up of the titles, obli- 
gations, and documents relative to the 
debts which the higli contracting pow- 
ers mutually renounce, in «uch way. 
that the ratification of the result of 
their labours shall complete their re- 
ciprocal renunciation* * 

Art. XXL The debts specially hy- 
pothecated in their origin on the coun- 
tries which cease to belong to France, 
or contracted for their internal admi- 
nistration, shall remain a charge on 
these «ame countries, account 
shall inr consequence be kept for the 
French government, commencing 
with the 22d of December, 1813, of 
such of those debts as have been con-, 
verted into the great book of the pub- 
lic debt of France* The titles of all 
such as have not been prepared for 


the inscription, nbr have been yet in- 
scribed, shall be given up to the go- 
vernments of the respective coufttri^ 
Statements of all these debts shall be 
drawn up by a mixed commission. 

Art. XX 1 1. The French govern- 
ment, on its side, shall remain charged 
with the repayment of all the sums 
paid by the subjects of^he above- 
mentioned countries into the French 
chests, whether under the head of 
cautionments, deposits, or consign- 
ments. In like mannef French sub- 
jects, servants of the said countries, 
who have paid sums under the head 
of cautionments, deposits, or consign- 
ments, into their respective treasuries, 
shall be faithfully reimbursed, 

.Art. XX I If. The titulars of places 
subjected to cautionments^who have 
npt the liandling of the money, shall 
be repaid with interest, until the full 
payment at Paris, by fifths, and an- 
nually, commencing from the date of 
the present treaty. 

With regard to those who are ac- 
countA)le, the payment shall take 
place, at the latest, six months after 
the presentation of their accounts, the 
case of malversation alone excepted. 
A** copy of the last account shall be 
transmitted to the government of 
their country to serve it for informa- 
tion and as a starting point. * 

Art. XXIV. The judicial deposits 
and consignments made into the chest 
of the sinking fund in execution of 
the law of the 28th Nivose, year 13 
(18th of January, 1815), and which 
belong to th^ inhabitants of countries 
which France ceases to possess, shall 
be restored within a year, dating from 
the exchange of the rapfication of the 
present treaty, into the hands V)f the 
authorities of the said yountrie^ with 
the exception of such deposits and 
consighments as French subjects are 
interested in ; in which cas^ they shall 
remain in the* chest of the sinking 
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fund, nof to bo restored hut on proofs 
resultin^»^ the decisions of tlie com- 

petent audiorities. 

Art. XXV. The fnn'??c. deposited 
by ibcconjmuncs and public establish- 
ments in the chest of the sinking fund, 
or in any other ^^overrtment chest, 
shall be repaid to llnjni bj filths from 
year to year, reckoning from the date 
of the present treaty, with the deduc- 
tion of advance.^ which shall have been 
ina<lc to then), and saving the regu- 
lar claims made upon these funds by 
creditors of the said communes and 
public cstablislmients. " 

Art. XXVI Dating from the 1st of 
January, J 8 14, the French government 
ceases to be charged with the pay- 
ment hf any pension, civil, military, 
or ecclesiastical, pension orretirement, 
or lialf-pay, to any individual, wlio is 
no longer a French subject. ‘ 

Art. XXVII. fbe national domains 
acquired for a valuable counderation 
by Frcncli subjects in the ci-(kv(int de- 
partments of Belgium, the left bank 
of the Rhine and of the Alps, wftbout 
the ancient limits of France, arc and 
remain guaranteed to the purchasers. 

Art. XXVIIJ. The abolition ol the 
droits daubaine^ detraftioriy and other,s 
of the same nature in the countries 
which reciprocally stipulated it with 
In-ancc, or which had been antece- 
dently annexed to it, is expressly con- 
firmed. 

An. XXIX. The French govern- 
ment engages to cause to be restored 
the obligations and other titles which 
shall have been seized in the provin- 
ces occupied by the Freifch armies or 
administrations; and in cases ^.here 
restitution cannot he made, these ob- 
ligations and titles are and remain an- 
nihilated. 

. Art. XXX. ‘The suras which shall 
be due for all works of public ‘utility 
not yet terrffinaied, or terminated pos- 
terior to the 3lst of December, 1812, 
on the Rhine, and in the departments 


detached from France by the present 
treaty, shall pass to the charge of fu- 
ture poss( ssors of the territory, and 
shall he liquidated by the commission 
rb.arged with the liquidation ot the 
debts of the districts. 

Art. XXX L All archives, charts, 
plans, ami documents whatsoever be- 
longing to the countries ceded, iflnd 
connected with their adrnirastration, 
shall be faithfully restored at the same 
time with the countries ; or» if that be 
impracticalile, within a period not more 
tliart six months after the surrender of 
the said countries. 

Art. XXXI 1, Within a period of 
two months, ali‘ the Powers who have 
been engaged on both sides in the 
present war shall send Pit nipoten- 
tiaries to Vienna, in order to rt gulate 
in a General (’ongress, the arrange- 
ments necessary tor completing the 
dis[)ositions of the present tre.fty. 

An. XXXIII. The present tieaty 
shall he ratified, and the ratificationa 
exchanged v;ithin a fortnight, or soon- 
er if practicable. 

In testimony whereof the respective 
Plenipotentiaries havesigned tin same, 
and affixed tliereto the seal of their 
arms. 

Done at Paris this 30th of May, in 
the year ot our Loid, 1814. 

(Signed) 

(L. S.) The Prince of Benfvent- 
(L ^.) The Prince of Mettermich* 
(L. S.) J. P. Count Stadion. 


^ Additional Article. 

The higji j^ontracting parties*, wish- 
ing to efface all traces of the unfortu- 
nate events which have weighed hea- 
vily on their people, have agreed ex- 
plicitly to annul the effects of the trea- 
ties of J805 and 180J), in as far aa 
they are not already actually annulled 
by the present treaty. In consequence 
of this 'declaration, his most Christian 
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imajesty engages that the decrees is- 
sued against French, or reputed French 
subjects, being, or liaving beejn in the 
service of his imperial and royal apos- 
tolic majesty, shall remain without ef- 
fect, a well as the judgments which 
may have passed in execution of those 
decrees. * ♦ 

The present additional article shall 
have the #amc force and effect as if it 
had been inserted in the patent treaty 
of this (fete. It shall be ratified, aUd 
thejatification shall be exchanged at 
the sanie time. In testimony whereof,* 
the respective plenipotentiaries have 
signed it, and affixed thereto the seal 
of their arms. • 

Done at Paris this 30th May, I8l4. 

(Sij^ned) 

(L. S.) The Princf' of BfiNbVKNT. 
(L. S.) The Prince of Metter- 

NICH. 

(L. S.) Count Stadion. 

• 

The same day, at the same time and 
place, the same treaty of definitive 
peace was concluded between France 
and Russia ; between France and Great 
Britain ; between France and Prussia ; 
and signed, viz : — 

The treaty between France and Rus- 
sia : 

For France, by M. Chjirles Mau* 
rice Talleyrand* Perigord, Prince o*f 
Benevent {^ut supra.) 

And for Russia, by M. M. Count 
RasomoufTsky, Privy Counsellor of 
his majesty the Emperor of all the 
Russias, knight of the orders of St 
Andrew, Saint Alexander Newsky, 
grand cross of that of St Wolodimir 
of the 1st class : and Charles Robert 
Count Nesselrode, privj^bunsellor of 
his said majesty, chamberlain, secreta- 
ry of state, knight of the order of St 
Alexander Newsky, grand cross of 
that of St Wolodimir of the second 
class, grand cross of the order of Leo- 
pold of Austria, of that of the Red 
Jiagle of Prussia, of the Po!a\^Star of 


Sweden, and of .the Golden Eagle of 
Wurtemherg. 

The treaty between France and 
Great Britj^' : 

For France, by M. Charles Mau- 
rice Talleyrand Perigord, Prince of 
Benevent [uU supra ) ; 

And for Great Britain, by the 
Right Honourable Robert Stewart, 
Viscount Castlereagh, privy counsel- 
lor of his Majesty the King of the 
united kingdom of Groat Britain and 
Ireland, member of his parliament, 
colonel of the regiment of London- 
derry militiaf and his principal secre- 
tary of state for foreign affairs, 5cc. 

George Gordon, Earl of Aber. 
deen. Viscount Formartin, Lord Had- 
do, Tarvis, and Kellie, &c. one* of the 
16 Scotch Peers, .Knight «f the most 
ancient order of the Thistle, and his 
ambassador extraordinary and plenipo- 
tentiary to his imperial, royal, and 
apostolic majesty, 

William Shaw Cathcart, Viscount 
Cathcart, Baron Cathcart and Gree- 
nock,*coun8ellor of his said majesty, 
kmght of the order of the Thistle, 
and of several Russian orders, general 
in his armies, and his ambassador ex- 
traordinary and plenipotentiary to his 
majesty the Emperor of Russia ; 

And the Hon. Charles William 
Stewart, knight of the most honour- 
able order of the Bath, member of his 
pailiament, knight of the Prussian or- 
ders of the Black and Red Eagle, and 
of many others, and his envoy extra- 
ordinary and minister plenipotentiary 
to his majesty the King of Prussia. 

The treaty between France and 
Pru^ia : 

For France, by C. M. Tallev^and- 
Periyord, Prince of Dtnevent,,(M^ au- 
pra,) 

And for Prussia by*M. M. Charles 
Augustus Baron .liardciibcrg, chan- 
cellor of state to his inajw^y the King 
of Prussia, knight of the orders of 
the Black and Red Eagle, and of 
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many other orders^ and Charles ViTil- 
liam Baron Humboldt, minister of 
state of his said majesty, and envoy 
extraordinary and ministw plenipoten- 
tiary to his imperial, royki, '?.nd apos- 
tolic majesty. 

With the following additional arti- 
cles 

Article Additional to the Treaty •with 
Russia. 

The Duchy of Warsaw having been 
under the administration of a provisi- 
onal council established by Russia ever 
since that country was occupied by 
her arms, the two high contracting 
partici^ have agreed to appoint imme- 
diately a snecial commission, composed 
on both sides of an equal number of 
commissaries, who shall be charged 
with the examination and liquidation 
of their respective claims, and all the 
arrangements relative thereto. 

The present additional article shall 
have the same force and cfFec^ as if 
inserted verbatim in the patent treaty 
of this date. It shall be ratified, and 
the ratification exchanged at the same 
time 5 in testimony whereof the re- 
spective plenipotentiaries have sighed 
tne same, and affixed thereto the seal 
of their arms. 

l5one at Paris, this SOth of May, 
1814. 

(Signed) 

L. S.) The Prince of Benev nt. 
L. S.) Andrew Count Rasu- 

MOUFFSKY. 

(L. S.) Charles Robert Count 
Nesselrode. 

Articles Additional to the Treaty with 
Great Britain. 

Article^I«, His most Christian ma- 
jesty, participating without reserVe in 


all the sentiments of his Bnt!knnic ma- 
jesty relative to a species of commerce 
which is equally repugnant to the 
principles of natural justice, and the 
rights of the times in which we live, 
engages to unite at a future congress, 
all his efforts to those of his Britannic 
majesty, in order to aause^all the pow- 
ers of Christendom to proclaim^ the 
abolition of the Slave Trade, in such 
manner that the said trade may cease 
universally, as it shall cease definitive- 
ly, and in all events, on the part of 
Frjince, within a period of five y^ars, 
and that besides, pending the duration 
of this period, no trader in slaves shall 
be at liberty Jto import or sell them 
elsewhere, but in the colonies of the 
state to which he belongs. 

Art. II. The British government 
and the French govertiment will imme- 
diately appoint commissaries to liqui- 
date their respective expences for the 
maintenance of prisoners of war, for 
the purpose of coming to an arrange- 
ment on the manner of paying off the 
balance which shall be found in favour 
of either of the two powers. 

Art. III. The prisoners of war re- 
spectively shall be bound to discharge, 
before their departure from the place 
of their detention, the private debts 
which they may have there contract- 
ed, or at least to give satisfactory se- 
curity. 

Art. IV. There shall be on both 
sides, immediately after the ratifica- 
tion of the present treaty, a removal 
of the sequestration which, since the 
year 1792, may have been placed on 
the funds, revenues, debts, and all other 
effects whatever of the high contract- 
ing powersy^ir of their subjects. 

The same commissaries mentioned 
in Art. II. shall employ themselves in 
the examination and liquidation of the 
'claims of his Britannic majesty upon 
the ’French government, for the value 
of property, moveable or immoveable, 
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nduly dbnfiscated by the French au- 
thorities, as well aa for the total or 
partial loss of their debts or other 
property, unduly detained under se- 
questration since the year 1792. 

France engages to treat in this re- 
spect the subjects of England with 
the same justic^ that the subjects of 
France have experienced in England ; 
and ihe English government wishing, 
on its paVt, to concur in this new tes- 
timony ^hat the allied powers have 
given to his most Christian Majesty 
of «their desire to remove entirely the^ 
Qpfisequences of the epoch of misfor- 
tune, so happily terminated by the 
present peace, engages on its side (as 
soon as complete justice shall be done 
to its subjects,) to renounce the whole 
amount of the excess which may be 
found in its favour, relative to the 
maintenance of the prisoners of war, 
so that the ratification of the result of 
the labours of the undersigned com- 
missioners, and the payment of* the 
sums, as also the restitution of the 
effects which shall be adjudged to be- 
long to the subjects of his Britannic 
Majesty, shall render its renunciation 
complete. 

Art. V. The two high contract- 
ing powers, desirous to establish the 
most amicable relations between their 
respective subjects, reserve to thegi- 
selves a promise to come to an under- 
standing and arrangement as soon as 
possible on their commercial interests, 
with the intention of encouraging and 
augmenting the prosperity of their re- 
spective states* 

The present additional articles shall 
have the same force and validity as 
if they had been insi^rtcd in those 
words in the treaty of this day. They 
shall be ratified, and the ratifications 
shall be exchanged at the same time. 
In faith of which, the respective plp- 
nipotentiaries have signed theiq, and 
affixed the seal of their arms. 


Done at Paris, the 30th of May, in 
the year of Grace 1814». 

(Signed) 

. The Prince of Bsnevent. 

t iedl Castlerbaoh. 

iedl Aberdeen. 
led I Cathcart. 
iied) 

Chaiiles Stewart, 
Lieut.-Gen. 


Additional Article of the Treaty xjoitk 
Prussia. 

Althouglf the treaty of peace con- 
cluded at Basil, the 5th of April, 
1795, that of Tilsit of the 9th of July, 
1807, the convention of Paris of the 
j20th of September, 1808, as Veil as 
all the conventions and fSets whatso- 
ever, concluded since the peace of 
'Basle between Prussia and France, 
are already in fact annulled by the 
present treaty, the high contracting 
parties have judged it nevertheless pro- 
per to declare again expressly, that 
the sfiid treaties cease to be obligatory, 
both in the articles that are express- 
ed, and those that are secret, and that 
they mutually renounce every right, 
nnd disengage, themselves of every 
obligation which might result from 
them. 

His Most Christian Majest^s prq- 
mises, that the decrees issued against 
French, or reputed French subjects, 
being or having been in the service of 
his Prussian Majesty, shall remain with- 
out effect ; as also the judgments which 
may have been given in execution of 
those decrees. 

The present additional article shall 
have the same force and validity as if 
it hdd been inserted in those svords in 
the treaty of this day. It sh^ll be ra- 
tified, and the ratifications shall beex- 
charfjged at the •same time. In faith 
of which the respective plenipotentia- 



cccxliv 


EDINBURGH AJ^NUAL REGISTER, 1814, 


ties have signed it, and affixed the eeal 
of their arms. 

Done at Paris, 30th of May, in the 
year of our Lord 1814. 

The Prince of BF:NAv*SN,n 
Charles Augustus, Baron of 
Hardenbero. 

Charles Wjlliam, Baron de 
Humboldt. 


TRENCH CONSTITUTION. 

Public Rights of the French* 
Arts. 1,2, 3, declare all Frenchmen, 
of whatever rank or title, equal in the 
eye of the law, equally admissible to 
civil and military employments, and 
contributing without distinction in 

g roporlion to their property to tha 
urthens oPthe state*— Art. 4. gua- 
rantees personal liberty, so that no one^ 
be prosecuted or arrested but accord- 
ing to law. — Arts. 5 and 6, declare 
the catholic religion the religion of the 
state ; but that every one shall profess 
his faith with equal freedom, and be 
protected in its exercise.— By AVt. 7. 
The ministers of the Catholic and 
other Christian modes of worship alone 
receive their stipends from the royal 
treasury. — Art. 8. The French art 
entitled to publish and print their opi- 
nions, while conforming to the laws 
which will repress abuses of this liber- 
ty.— Art. 9. declares all property in- 
violable, that called national not ex- 
cepted.— Art. 1 1 . prohibits all enquiry 
into opinions or votes delivered before 
the Restoration. — By Art. 12. the 
conscription is abolished. ^ 

Forms of the King^s Governmerit* 
Art. 13. The person of the king is 
sacred and inviolable ; his ministers are 
responsible. — A^t. 14. He is supreme 
head of the state ; commands the sea 
and land forces; mtikes treaties of 
peace, allianfce’J and commerce ; ap- 
10 


points to all public employments. — 
Art. 15. The legislative power is ex- 
ercised collectively by the king, the 
Chamber of Peers, and the Chamber 
of Deputies of Departments. — By 
Art. 16 and 17, the king proposes 
laws, either to the peers or deputies ; 
but tax-bills must firal be proposed to 
the deputies. Every law to be dis- 
cussed freely and decided by vote.— 
By Art. 19 and 20, the chambers arc 
enl^itlcd to request the king toepropose 
a law on any subject whatever, and to 
suggest what it should contain. This 
request must have been discussed ki 
secret committee, and is not to be sent 
from the one chamber to the other, but 
after an interval of ten days.— Art. 
21. If the proposition is adopted by 
the other chamber, it shall be trans- 
mitted to the king ; if rejected, it can- 
not be re-introduced in the same ses- 
sion. — Art. 22. The king alone sanc- 
tions and promulgates laws. — ^Art. 23. 
The civil list to be fixed for the reign, 
by the first legislature assembled after 
the accession of the king. 

Of the Chamber of Peers. 

Arts. 24 and 25 declare this cham- 
ber an essential part of the legislature, 
to be convoked and closed at the same 
lime as that of the deputies.— Art. 27. 
The king nominates the peers ; their 
number is unlimited ; they may be no- 
minated for life, or rendered hereditary, 
as the king pleases. — Art. 28. Peers 
enter the chamber at the age of twen- 
ty-five, and have a deliberative voice 
at that of thirty. By arts. 29 and 30, 
the chancellor presides in the senate, 
and the princes of the blood are always 
peers by righUc^f birth. — Art. 32. All 
the deliberations of the Chamber of 
Peers are secret, — Art. 33. The Cham- 
ber of Peers takes cognizance of the 
csimes of high treason and offences 
against the state. Peers only to be 
judged by their peers. 

j 



cccxlv 


APPENDIX II.— STiJiTE PAPERS. 


Of the Chamber of Deputies of 
Departments^ 

Art. 33. This chamber to.be com- 
posed of deputies, chosen by *the elec- 
toral colleges, whose organization 
shall be determined by law. — Arts. 
36 and 37. Every department to have 
the same ninnbe^T of deputies as at pre- 
sent ; the deputies to be chosen for 
five^e^rs, and the chamber to be re- 
newed annually, by a fifth.— Art. 38. 
No depMty can be admitted into i^e 
chamber, unless he be forty years of 
agf, and pay direct taxes to the ampunt. 
Of one*thousand francs. By art. 4*0, 
the electors of the deputies must pay 
direct taxes to the amount of three 
hundred francs, and be at least thirty 
years of age. — By art. 4*1, the presi- 
dents of the electoral colleges are to 
be nominated by the king.— By art. 
43, the king appoints the president of 
the Chamber of Deputies from a list 
of five members presented by the cham- 
ber. — Art. 44. The sittings of* the 
chamber are public ; but the demand 
of five members is sufficient for forming 
it into a secret committee. — Art. 45. 
The chamber divides into bureaux to 
discuss the projets vtliich, have been pre- 
sented to it on the part of the king. 
Art. 46. No amendment can be made 
in a law, unless proposed in committee 
by the king, and unless transmitted lo 
and discussed in the bureaux.— Art, 
47 and 48. The Chamber of Deputies 
receives all propositions for taxes ; ahd 
no tax can be imposed or levied, unless 
assented to by the two chambers, and 
sanctioned by the king, — Art. 49. The 
land-tax is voted only for a year ; fhe 
indirect taxes may be voted for several 
yearsf — Art. 50. The fetng every year 
convokes the two chambers ; he pro- 
revues them, and may dissolve that 
ot the deputies ; but in this case, he 
must convoke a new one within the 
space of three months.— Art. 51. No 
personal restraint shall be laid upon 
any member of the house dtring the 


session, or within six weeks before or 
after it.— Art. 52. No member of the 
House can, during the session, be pro- 
secuted 'or arrested for criminal mat- 
ters, tUJL^t houSe has permitted his 
prosecution — Art. 5S. All petitions 
to either house must be presented in 
writing. 

• 

Of the Minister's. 

Art. 54. The ministers may be 
members of the Chamber of Peers, or 
of that of the deputies. They have, 
moreover, a right to admission into 
either house, and must be heard when- 
ever they aesire it. — Art. 55. The 
Chamber of Deputies has a right to 
impeach the ministers before the peers^ 
which alone are competent to try them. 
. — Art. 56. They cannot be accused, 
except for high treason of peculation. 
• 

Of the Judicial Order. 

Art. 57. All justice emanates from 
the king ; it is administered in his 
name by judges whom he nominates 
and appoints. — Art. 5S. The judges 
nomiSated by the king cannot be re- 
moved.— Art 59. The ordinary courts 
and tribunals actually existing are re- 
tained. — Art. 60. The present insti- 
Mition of the judges of commerce is 
preserved.— Art. 61. The office of 
justice of the peace is likewise retained. 
The justices of the peace, though no- 
minated by the king, are removable.— 
Art. 62. No man can be taken out of 
the hands of his natural judges. — Art. 
63. There cannot, of course, be crea- 
ted any extraordinary commissions and 
tribunals. — ^rt. 64. The pleadings in 
criminal matters may be published, un- 
less ^their publicity be dangerous to 
good^ order and morals ; and inf this 
case the tribunals shall declare* it by a 
judgment.— Art 65. ,The institution 
of juries is retained. — Art. 66. The 
penalty of the confiscation of property 
is abolished, and cannot^be re-esta- 
blished. — Art! 67. The king has the 
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right of pardon, and that of commu- 
ting punishments.— Art. 6^- The ci- 
vil code, and the laws actually existing 
not contrary to the present ’charter, 
remain in force till they 8k4I,Jbe legal- 
ly abolished. 

Particular Rights guaranteed by tha 
Stata^ 

Art. 69. The military in active ser- 
vice, the officers and soldiers who have 
retired, the widows, officers, and sol- 
diers pensioned, shall retain their ranks, 
honours, and pensions. — Art. 70. The 
public debt is guaranteed ; all kinds 
of engagements contracted by the 
state, with its creditors, are inviolable. 
— ^Art. 71. The ancient nobility re- 
sume their titles ; the new retain theirs. 
The king creates nobles at pleasure 
but he conibrs on them only ranks and 
honours, without any exemption fron;i 
the charges and duties of society.— 
Art. 72. The Legion of Honour is 
maintained ; the king will fix its inte- 
rior regulations and decorations.— Art. 
7B. The colonies shall be governed by 
particular laws and regulations.— Art. 
74. The king and his successors shall 
swear at the ceremony of their anoint- 
ment to the faithful observance of the 
present constitutional* charter. 

Temporary Articles. 

• Avt. 75. The deputies of the de- 
partments of France, who sat in the 
legislative body at the time of the last 
adjournment, shall continue to sit in 
the House of Deputies till they are 
r^laced. — Art. 76. The first renewal 
of one-fifth of the House of Deputies 
•hall take place, at the latest, in the 
year 1816, according to the ordcV fix- 
ed between the jclasses. 


President of the United States of 
, Amefica.. 

•> 

A Proclamaiion. 

Whereas it is manifest th^t the 


blockade, which has been pfoclaimed 
by the enemy, of the whole Atlantic 
coast of. the United States, nearly two 
thousand miles in extent, and abound- 
ing in ports, harbours, and navigable 
inlets, cannot be carried into effect by 
any. adequate force actually stationed 
for the purpose ; an^ it is rendered a 
matter of certainty and notoriety, by 
the multiplied and daily arrivals^ and 
departures of the private afmed ves- 
sejib of the United States, an<tpf other 
vessels, that no such adequate force 
. has been so stationed ; and wheriAS a 
blockade thus destitute of the charac- 
ter of a regular and legal blockade, as 
defined and recognized by the esta- 
blished law of nations, whatever other 
purposes it may be made to answer, 
forms no lawful prohibition or obsta- 
cle to such neutral and friendly vessels 
as may choose to visit and trade with 
the United States ; and whereas it 
accords with the interest and the ami- 
cable views of the United States, to 
favour and promote, as far as may be, 
the free and mutually beneficial com- 
mercial intercourse of all friendly na- 
tions disposed to engage therein, and, 
with that view, to afford to their ves- 
sels destined to the United States a 
more positive and satisfactory security 
against all interruptions, molestations, 
or vexations whatever, from the crui- 
zers of the United States ; Now be it 
known, that 1, James Madison, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, 
do, by this my proclamation, strictly 
order and instruct all the public armed 
vessels of the United States, and all 
private armed vessels commissioned as 
privateers, or with letters of marque 
and reprisals^ot to interrupt, detain, 
or otherwise molest or vex, any vessels 
whatever, belonging to neutral powers, 
or the subjects or citizens thereof, 
jwhich vessels shall be actually bound 
and .proceeding to any port or place 
within t^e jurisdiction of the United 
States ;/but, on the contrary, to ren- 
der to <^11 such vessels all the aid and 
* -i . 
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i^ind o^ces which they may need or 
require. 

Given under my hand, and the 
seal of the United States, at 
the city of Washington, the 
29th day of June, in the year 
[seal] ore thousand eight hundred 
and*four/een, and of the Inde- 
pendence of the United States 
. ^ the thirty-eighth. 

James Madison. 

By the President, ^ 

James Monroe. 


Treaty of Peact bet’voeen the Kings of 
France and f pain. 

In the name of the most holy and un- 
divided Trinity, his Majesty the King 
of Spain and the Indies, and his allies, 
on the one part, and his Majesty the 
King of France and Navarre, on the 
other part, being equally animated by 
a desire to put an end to the lon^ agi- 
tations of Europe, and the calamities 
of nations, by a solid peace, founded 
on a just distribution of strength 
among the powers, and containing in 
its stipulations the guarantee of its 
duration ; and his Majesty the King 
of Spain and the Indies, and his allies, 
not wishing, now that France is re- 
placed under the paternal *government 
of her kings, and that she thus fur- 
nishes a pledge of security and stabi- 
lity, to require of her conditions dnd 
guarantees which they would have felt 
regret in demanding of her under the 
late government ; their said majesties 
have nominated to discuss, 8ettle,^nd 
sign, a treaty of peace and amity, 
-namdy : 

His Majesty the King of Spain and 
the Indies, Don Pedro Gomez Labra- 
dor, Knight of the Royal Spanish Or- 
der of Charles HI. his Counsellor of 
State, 8cc. ; and his Majesty the^King 
of France and Navarre, M. Charles 
•Maurice Talleyrand Pcrigom, Prince 


of Benevent, Grand Eagle of the Le- 
gion of Honour! Knight of the Gold- 
en Fleece, 8cc. ; who, having exchan- 
ged their lull powers, found to be ia 
good <«pd*4iue form, have agreed on 
the following articles : 

Art. 1. Reckoning from this date# 
there ^all be perpetual peace and ami- 
ty between his Majesty tlie King of 
Spain and the Indies, and his allies^ 
on the one part, and his Majesty the 
King of France and Navarre on the 
other part, their heirs and successors, 
their states and respective subjects. 
The high contracting parties will ap- 
ply all their cares to maintain, not only 
between themselves, but also, as far as 
depends on them, between all the states 
of Europe, the harmony and good un- 
.derstanding so necessary to its repose. 

[Here follow the artidfes contained 
,in the treaty concluded on the 30th of 
May, between France and the allied 
powers.] 

Additional Articles. 

Art. 1. The property, of whatever 
kind* which Spaniards possess in 
France, or Frenchmen in Spain, shall 
be respectively restored to them in 
the state in which it was at the period 
^f sequestration or confiscation. The 
removal of the sequestration shall ex- 
tend to all property in this predica- 
ment, at what period soever if may^ 
have been sequestrated. The disputes 
respecting money matters, at present 
existing, or which may hereafter arisct 
between Spaniards and French, whe- 
ther they began before the war or 
originated fince, shall be adjusted by 
a mixed commission ; and if these dis- 
putes fall under the exclusive cogni- 
zance of the courts of justice, the re- 
spective tribunals shall be fxhorted 
on both sides to adquinister tlue and 
speeijy justice. 

Art. 2. A treaty of commerce shall 
be concluded^ as soon as^possible be- 
tween the two powers ; and till this 
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treaty can be carried^ into effect, the 
commercial relations between thfe two 
countries shall be re-established on the 
footing on which they were iii 1792. 

The present additional aTV?i«?t:d shall 
have the same force and effect as if 
they were inserted word, for word in 
the treaty of this day. They shall be 
ratified, and their Vatifications ex- 
changed at the same time. In faith 
of which the respective Plenipoten- 
tiaries have signed them, and affixed 
the seal of their arms. 

Done at Paris, the 20th of July, in 
the year of grace 1814. ^ 

( Signed ) 

D. Pedro Gomez Labrador* 
The Prince of Benevent. 


Proclnnmiidn of the King of Sweden 
to the Norwegians, * 

At the moment when our well-be- 
loved son, the Prince Royal of Swe- 
den, is about to put himself at the 
head of our forces, by sea and land, 
in order to take possession of the king- 
dom of Norway, we cannot refuse to 
our paternal heart the satisfaction of 
once more opening the path of peace 
and conciliation to our Wsled subjects," 
before the calamities inevitable from 
the entrance of an armed force con- 
/ fountf the innocent with the guilty. 
Inhabitants of Norway! Your po- 
litical existence has been irrevocably 
decided by the great results of the 
war, and sanctioned by the most so- 
lemn treaties. A few factious per- 
sons, who would deceive *your truth 
and good faith, no longer have if in 
their power to oppose obstacles to the 
establishment in -the north of a. new 
order of things, which has been unani- 
mously. guaranteed by all the prepon* 
derating powers of Europe. ^ 

The incontestable rights of Sweden 
to the union of Norway Jiave been too 
dearly purchased by the blood and pa% 


triotic efforts of our subjects, that wc 
should hesitate a single instant to ren- 
der theip effectual, and to support 
them by all the means which Provi- 
dence has placed at our disposal. 

For all the sacrifices by which we 
have contributed to the general deli- 
verance of Europe, we haw desired no 
other reward but the future peac^and 
tranquillity of the Scandinavian penin- 
sula, It was to facilitate the nappy 
unfon of Norway to Sweden}^ and to 
cement it by all the principles of Jio- 
•nour and good faith, that we consent- 
ed to restore to the King of Denmark 
the most valuable of his continental 
possessions, coaquered and then occu- 
pied by our victorious troops and those 
of our allies. It was in consideration 
of this object, so much desired, that 
we hastened at once to put a stop to 
the payment of all the contributions 
which had already been imposed on 
the Danish provinces ; that we so- 
lemnly renounced all the old claims 
which we were entitled to make on 
the court of Copenhagen in favour of 
our subjects, and that we added to 
these disinterested conditions of peace 
olFcrs still more considerable, and sa- 
crifices very painful to our heart, as an 
ulterior indemnity for the peaceable 
cession of Norway. 

"Unfortunately a single individual 
has hitherto disregarded all our efforts, 
and those of our august allies. I'hat 
individual is the late governor of his 
Danish majesty, who takes upon him 
to abuse your confidence, in order to 
make you act criminally towards the 
powers who have sanctioned the union 
of the Scandinavian states, and^ who 
have all reco^ized the justice ojt our' 
cause, and the moderation of our con- 
duct. 

In vain would Prince Christian rest 
upon the independence of your exist- 
ing position ; an independence equally 
contrary Ui your own interests, and to 
the invs^iable principles of sound po« 
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licy ; for if the King of Denmark ab- 
solved you from your oath of fidelity 
to him, he imposed upon you at the 
same time the indispensable duty of 
contracting with us and the crown of 
Sweden, the same obligations which 
previously ey:tached you to the Danish 
monarchy ; and^it was only in conse- 
quevice of the assurances given us, that 
on our'piHrt concessions so important 
were yiejded. 

People of Norway! It is to ftie 
fraifckncss of your national character 
tjiat w« again address these word% of 
peace and confidence, before enforcing 
the justice of our cause by arms In 
vain did we often sVirnmon Prince 
Christian to obey the voice of honour 
and of duty. In vain did we address 
to you proclamations which should 
have enlightened you as to our benefi- 
cent intentions, and dispersed all the 
illusions by which sqme intriguing and 
factious men hoped to conceal Srpm 
you your true position in regard to 
the other powers of Europe. 

Influenced, however, by the feelings 
of our paternal heart, to consider the 
Norwegians in no ocher light but as 
the ancient brothers of our Swedish 
subjects, we long flattered ourselves 
with being able to avoid every rigo- 
rous measure, that sooner tor later il^e 
nation would loudly declare against 
the criminal audacity of a foreign 
prince, publicly disavowed by his own 
sovereign. 

It was, therefore, to make trial of 
every measure of mildness towards our 
new subjects, that we have hith«fto 
delayed establishing our legitimate 
j2ghl><by force of arms^ I n this iuter- 
*val the governor of Norway took upon 
himself to constitute there a represen- 
tation of the people conformable to 
his private views, but in no respeqt 
consistent with the ancient usages of 
Norway. Foreign agents, connected 
with this prince by mutual^ interests, 
have taken part in the deliberations of 


this assembly, where an armed force 
had m(*re influence than the voice of 
patriotism and the freedom of opinion ; 
and th^ ij/jdts of this assembly have 
answered the intentions of its chief, 
rather than the true interests of the 
nation.* • 

’ In such a state of affairs, a too 
great indulgence on ou« part could 
have no other effect but to encourage 
crime and the dark schemes of these 
enemies of public repose, who will ne- 
ver cease to labour against the happi- 
ness and independence of the Scandi- 
navian penid^ula. A prince equally a 
stranger to Sweden and to Norway, 
and solely aitaclied to the interests of 
Denmark, has already authorized the 
most violent measures in order to con- 
stitute you rebels agains^your legiti- 
mate sovereign, and to place you in a 
'state of open hostility with England, 
Russia, Prussia, and Austtia. 

A crisis like this ought not to last, 
and cannot last much longer, without 
becoming essentially dangerous to all 
the neighbouring states, which are 
uniting their efforts to suppress in its 
origin that spirit of faction and dis- 
cord which already threatens to shut 
vp f'om the notth of Europe the be- 
neficial t fleets of the general peace. 

Invoking, therefore, the asdstance 
of the Almighty in favour of tht ]u^ 
tice of our cause, we have ordered our 
well-beloved son, the Prince Royal, 
to advance with all our forces, sup- 
ported by those of our allies, tfpon the 
frontiers of Norway, to take posses- 
sion of that kingdom, and there to 
convoke in*our name, and under our 
royil authority, an assembly of the 
states of the Norwegian people,* who, 
aftei' having been freely elecied, will 
be entitled to deliberate on a new con* 
stitution, calculated to establish the 
futuil? happiness* of the nation, and 
which shad then be suSnaitted to out 
royal approbation* 

We ^repeat, on this occasion, w*ith 
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pleasure, that far from' desiring ever to 
infringe on any rights or privileges 
which our Norwegian subject have 
enjoyed to the present hour,^jgg^onti- 
nue "them anew, and in the most so- 
lemn manner ; persuaded that the hap- 
piness and the future tr^quilKty of 
the Scandinavian peninsula will require 
nothing of the two nations but the 
indissoluble union of their reciprocal 
interests. 

We therefore, by these presents, 
declare the diet convoked by Prince 
Christian criminal and in contempt of 
our rights as well as those of all law- 
ful sovereigns, and even of those of 
the Norwegian nation. We farther 
declare all the acts of authorities con- 
stituted' by that diet null, and of no . 
value nor obligation ; and we express- 
ly forbid all our Norwegian subjects ^ 
to pay obedience to them, or to con- 
form themselves to them, in any manner 
whatsoever. We alike order by these 
presents, all strangers w^ho are now 
in Norway to depart from the king- 
dom forthwith, or to take the oafth of 
submission and fidelity before our con- 
stituted authorities, under pain of be- 
ing punished as rebels or spies. 

And to manifest yet more our paw 
ternal sentiments for our new subjects, 
we promise, in the most solemn man- 
^iier, favour and pardon to all our na- 
tive subjects of Norway, who may 
have been considered until now, as se- 
duced by foreigners, if they hasten to 
return to their duty as subjects, and 
to obey with zeal and submission all 
the laws and ordinances which we have 
caused to be published to that effect. 

Charles.' 


Proclamation of^ the Prince Royal ^ 
* Stoeden to the Norwegians.^ 

Norwe^ws, 

Destined by nature to*an union with 
the Swedish nation, your fate de- 


cided when the King of Denmark 
ceded to, Sweden, by the peace of 
Kiel, his 'rights over Norway. The 
advantages which yoiir old sovereign 
derived from that peace are known to 
you. He obtained, immediately after 
its signature, the ev^cuat/on of the 
duchies of Schlesvig and Holstein, the 
restoration of the fortresses of C^^- 
stadt and Frederiesurt, an ^c^ow- 
ledgment of the Sound dutjps, the 
giving up of more than twelve millions 
of contributions imposed on the duch- 
ies, the renunciation of an equal sum 
for captures made during peace ; a 
considerable sum in money, of which 
part has been paid : and finally, the 
promise of the cession of Pomerania, 
upon the surrender and occupation of 
the fortress of Kongswinger, Frede- 
rickshall, Fredericks tadt, and Agger- 
huus. 

These great sacrifices were made to 
Denmark, only because she promised 
that you would peaceably, and with- 
out opposition, acknowledge the au- 
thority of the King of Sweden ; and 
you will appreciate them, on reading 
the treaties which united Sweden, 
Russia, England, Prussia, and Aus- 
tria, against the common enemy* Nor- 
wegians ! If in this age these treaties 
could be eluded by civilized nations, 
good faith would no longer exist upon 
earth. 

At the period when your govern- 
ment furnished to France some thou- 
sands of seamen to man ships of war, 
Sweden perceived the indispensable 
neh.^8sity of rendering herself indepen- 
dent of the continent ; she refused to 
bow before tht idol of the daj^ aqA 
confidently relying on herself, and on 
her constitutional laws, she dared to 
invoke them in favour of her children, 
and rejected the demand of an equal 
number of seamen : She did more, she 
united her^self at a period the most cri- 
tical recorded in our annals, with a 
monarch whose destruction Napoleon 



APPENDIX IL—STA^E PAPERS. 


cccli 


had sworn. She feels proud, however, 
in having anticipated the resolution of 
fo many other nations. 

Norwegians ! Small states are al- 
ways moved by the more powerful: 
You cannot form an insulated govern- 
ment ; and ,the plan of the man who 
misleads you is to unite one day the 
crown of Norway to that of Den- 
mark ; ‘brut nature, in accordance with 
sound P 5 ^icy, wills that the Norwegi- 
ans and the Swedes should be friends 
anck brothers. It is also as brotjiers* 
tljat the Swedes wish to live with you. 
Sweden and Norway united, and lend- 
ing each other mutual support, will 
present on every side an impregnable 
front. Insulated and disunited, they 
will have every thing to fear both from 
themselves and from others. Look at 
England,— that island, so famous, 
founded her prosperity on a similar 
union. That of Norway to Sweden 
is guaranteed by the first powerS-of 
the world. 

An experience of many centuries 
proves that the divisions of the north 
always led to its ruin. This idea had 
struck the great Gustavus. After 
having laid the foundation of the peace 
of Europe, and consolidated the Pro- 
testant faith, his plan was to effect 
your union with Sweden : Death put 
an end to his design. Its consequences 
have been pernicious to you. 

Norwegians ! After the memorable 
battle of Leipsic, your interests must 
have told you, that your union with 
Sweden could alone constitute yo^ 
happiness and establish your security. 
The great powers wish this union. 
^Jlof'them have rectignized that it 
was^me to put an end to the dissen- 
sions which must result from the sepa- 
ration of the two nations. Will you 
alone oppose the general will ? Will* 
you alone combat the Swedes and* the 
sovereigns who have guarantfsed your 
union with us ? Their glory, their in- 
terests, the sanctity of treaties, Ih fine, 
demand its accomplishmentr 


I come in the* midst of you, with 
the hope that you will treat as bro- 
thers trftit brave army which I lead 
back 4^m a campaign as glorious as 
astonishing. Neither this army, nor 
that which has been for a year station- 
ed on ’your frontiers, desire laurels 
which must be tiifged with your bloud. 
The Swedes are, like ydu, members 
of the Scandinavian family ; and bat- 
tles between the two nations are equal- 
ly repugnant to nature, to reason, and 
to sound policy. 

Norwegi^s ! Suffer not yourselves 
to be heate(f by the instigations of the 
individuals who have only their per- 
sonal interest in view. Sacrifice not 
the welfare of your country, to the 
deceitful illusions. which jhey present 
to you. Open your eyes to the dan- 
gers into which a criminal ambition is 
precipitating you. Sweden will not 
lay down her arms until she has ef- 
fected an union necessary to her safety 
and repose. You may prevent the 
calamities of a war which can only be 
advanlageous to your seducers. Look 
forward to the futurity which awaits 
you, and to the glory and prosperity 
which must ensue from an union of 
the two nations. ’ 

Norwegians ! Reject, then, an in- 
fluence and errors, equally unwortL]|^ 
of you; let the national will speak,' ^ 
and fix its laws under the aegis of an 
enlightened and beneficent monarch ! 
He offers you, with the removal of 
every semblance of war, independence, 
liberty, and the guarantee of all your 
privileges. Your fidelity shall be the 
pledge ; his virtues shall be your se- 
curities. 


NORWAY\ 

Christianie^ ^tdy 26. 

On the 30tb.of June came the fol- 
lowing envoys from the allied powers, 
through Sweden to Christiania, name- 
ly, General Baron de Steigeotesch^ for 
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Austria ; Major-General Orloff^ for 
Russia; Augustus J. Forster, for 
England ; and Major Baron Mar- 
tens, for Prussia. Some days after- 
wards they had an audience “of his 
majesty, and on the 7th inst. presented 
the following : » « 

Note A* 

The undersigned, charged by their 
respective courts with a special mission 
to his Plighness Prince Christian Fre- 
derick of Denmark, have the honour 
to address to him the present official 
note. 

The cession of Norway, produced 
by the treaty of Kiel, was guaranteed 
by the four powers, allies of Sweden. 
That decree of policy was irrevocably 
fixed. The allied sovereigns consider 
the union ot Norway to Sweden as* 
one of the bases of the new system of 
equilibrium, as a branch of indemnities* 
which it is impossible to replace by 
any other. 

The events which latterly occurred 
in Norway, the opposition which the 
decision of Europe found there^’ and 
the resolution which his highness has 
taken to put himself at the head of 
that opposition, determined the allies 
of Sweden to take the; necessary 8tep,8 
for effecting the union of Norway. It 
is with this object that the undersign- 
^/v-d have repaired to his highness. 

They are charged to express to him 
the painful impression which his pro- 
ceedings have produced on their so- 
vereigns, to summon him formally to 
return within the line of his most sa- 
cred duties, and to declare to him, 
that should he refuse to*yield to the 
general wish of Europe, which ideals 
him to Denmark, an unequal war will 
arise ini the north, and arms wilbinfal- 
libly produce what persuasion has in 
vain attempted.* For this purpose the 
army of General Count Beningsen, as 
well as a ceffps of Prussian troops, 
have been placed at fhc disposal of 
Sweden, and the general blockade of 


Norway has been resolved upon in com* 
mon concert with Great Britain. 

At thdsame time the King of Den- 
mark, compromised in the ^es of the 
monarchs, the guarantees of his word, 
and of the treaty of Kiel, was justly 
irritated against his late subjects for 
the non-execution of hCs will. His ma- 
jesty resolved, in consequence, through 
the intermedium of the undersigned, 
to transmit his final orders to the 
prfcce the heir of his crown, Vho, in 
quality of first subject, is bound to^j^et 
the example of obedience to Ijis ma- 
jesty's subjects in Norway, Danes by 
birth, who, by refusing to return, will 
become guilty of rebellion ; and to the 
Norwegians, in fine, from whom, as a 
last proof of his affection, he should 
endeavour to avert the horrors of a 
destructive war. 

The adoption of this resolution by 
his Danish majesty, and the orders 
whiqh the undersigned have received 
from their respective courts, charac- 
terize the nature of their special mis- 
sion. The undersigned deem them- 
selves compelled to declare, that they 
are by no means mediators between 
Norway and Sweden, but rather com- 
missioners (heralds at arms, if the ex- 
pression may be used,) charged with 
carrying iijto execution in its full 
extent, the treaty of Kiel, and the 
stipulations guaranteed by their so- 
vereigns. 

However, the known character of 
his highness, the rectitude of his in- 
tentions, the general esteem of Europe 
fiK the Norwegian nation, and the 
wish to effect the union of the two 
kingdoms without the effuJiJpn of 
blood, have induced the under 
to enter into modifications which they 
al&nowledge are not within the liberal 
m^ing of their instructions ; tly^y 
lave yielded to the wish to fitrnish nia 
higRness with the most hououiable 
means oPdescending from the eminent 
place tp which circumstances have uit- 
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{ 6 v^ttnfttVl 7 raised him ; and the^ have 
with pleasure lent themselves to every 
arrangement which could prevent the 
character of his highness tro*m sulSer- 
ingi and to stipulate immunities for 
the Norwegian people. 

They have thought, that in ap do- 
ing they in *00 jespect departedT from 
the liberal intentions of his Swedish 
majesty j but they could not regard 
the following arrangements to which 
they haa^e acceded as articles stipula- 
ted and agreed uponi until they ^lad 
received the assent of that monarch. . 
• His'Highness Prince Christian Tre- 
derick has positively declared, that he 
could only replace in the hands of the 
Diet the rights which he had received 
from the nation. The convocation of 
the diet was in consequence deemed 
necessary, and the time for effecting 
this convocation, and securing its de- 
liberations! becomes the object of ne- 
ociation. A truce was proposed by 
is highness ; the unuersigned iwere 
anxious to second his wishes ; but the 
various conditions which they propo- 
sed were all successively rejected. At 
length, upon matuie deliberation, they 
have* the honour to submit to his high- 
ness the expression of intentions from 
whicli they cannot depart. 

The baiiis of the armistice are : 

L A solemn engagement from his 
highness to tn King of Sweden and 
his august allies, to resign into the 
hands of the nation assembled by 'its 
jrepresentatives, all the rights which 
he has received from it, and to em- 
ploy all lus influence wjjh the people 
to induce them to consent to ftie 
union. . 

2 “The country between thr Glom- 
m^and the Swedish frontier shall be 
evacuated by the Norwegian troops, 
as well as the isles of Walcheren, and 
the fortresses of Frederickstadt, with 
its citadel, Frederickshall, Fredprick- 
stein/and Konigswinger. {The coun<. 
. VOI,. VII. PART II. 


try shall be declared neutral, and the 
fortresses shall bt occupied by Swedish 
troops. 

S. After the occupation of the for* 
tressi^ the blockade of Norway shall 
be raised, in respect to the ports of 
Christiania, Christiansand, and Bergen, 
with the necessary modifications, and 
during the period of the truce. 

Auer giving in this ultimatum, with 
regard to which the undersigned de« 
mand a categorical answer, they also 
address themselves to his highness, in 
order to learn his resolution in regard 
to the letter of his Danish majesty. 

They hafe, at the same time, the 
honour to declare to his highness, that 
whatever may be his answer to this 
official note, they will consider their 
^negociations as terminated, Snd will 
demand their passports, •whether for 
the purpose of continuing to bring 
*about the union of the two kingdoms 
in a pacific manner, or to follow up ap 
ineffectual neguciation by more eraca- 
cious measun s. 

They seize with eagerness this op- 
portunity of presenting to his royaj 
highness the expression of their pro- 
found respect. 

(Signed) 

/ St£IGEN7£SCH. OllLOPF. 

FoliSTiiR, Maiitens. 

Christiania, July 7, 1814. 

To hi 8 Highness rrince Chris- # 

tian Frederick of Denmark. 


The Anmer of Prince Christian* 

To the note from you, gentlemen, 
the envoys t>f the courts allied to Swe- 
den\ charged with a special mission to 
Norway, 1 hasten to reply conform- 
ably* with nay duties* to the people of 
Norway, and to the regard due to the 
overtures you are commisiio'ned to 
makB. 

The happiness of Norway ia the 

* 
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ftole object of my actions* The Nor* 
wegian nation^ delivered from the oath 
of fidelity to the King of Denmark, 
and not acknowledging his power to 
cede them in full sovereignty af!& pro- 
perty to the King of Swedetii as well 
as justly irritated by learning was a 
pnncipal condition that Swedish troops 
should take possession of fortresses ne- 
ver occupieaT)y Danish troops during 
^he union, wished to avail themselves 
of thosf' rights, which in similar cases 
belong, according to public opinion, to 
every nation. 

Aware of this general sentiment, 
which an inveterate hatred between 
bordering nations rendered more mark- 
ed than ever, I perceived that internal 
disturbances and anarchy would result 
from a forced union ; and I put myself 
at the head of the nation in order to 
prevent these calamities, The negard 
due to the sovereignty which resides 
in the nation itself* made me assemble 
a diet, and it formed a constitution 
calculated to consolidate the happiness 
of the people. Their affection and 
confidence offered me the crown, which 
I then thought it my duty to accept ; 
^nd, desirous pf contributing to the 
happiness of the people, I was per- 
suaded that the independence of Nof*- 
way, under a government which the 
nation itself had formed, and in alli- 
/'ifcpS^with Sweden guaranteed by the 
great powers, which should secure the 
repose of the north with that of the 
Norwegian people, who wish only to 
live free among their rocks, would be 
the most desirable state of things for 
Norway. I founded my hopes on the 
application, in our favour, of the same 
principles in support of which such 
genefoqs efforts .had been laviiihpd in 
Ueniiahy and in Spain. The great 
powers \>f Europe have otherwise de 
pided ; the declarations which yo\j have 
made, persuade me that the safety of 
Norway defiiands that should yield 


to the law of the strongest ; and I 
perceive that these same powers, not 
wishing to bring the calamities of war 
on Norway, are desirous of attending 
to every thing that may secure as 
much as possible the happiness of 
Norway united to Sweden. I even 
see it in my power to ^tipdlate for the 
welfare of Norway, by the sacrifice 
of a situation personally flattering to 
me. I do not hesitate to make such 
sacrifice, in a manner worthy \if a man 
of honour, worthy of the crown whkh 
1 wear, and of the people who have 
conferred it on me. 

You have recognized that it is only 
in the hands of the diet that I can 
resign my rights ; and it is also only 
that assembly of the representatives 
of the nation which can decide, whe- 
ther the nation should prefer an un- 
ec^ual struggle for its independence to 
the honourable conditions which shall 
be offered to Norway as a kingdom 
unified to Sweden* 1 acknowledge it 
to be my duty to make known to the 
nation the dangers to which it is expo- 
sed, and to represent to it the advan- 
tages which must be secured to it on 
its acceding to a constitutional union 
with Sweden ; but you know me suf- 
ficiently to be convinced, that, faithful 
to my engagements, I will never sepa- 
rate my faith from its, in the event of a 
brave though useless resistance against 
the united forces of Europe, being 
preferred to an honourable reconcilia- 
tion, for which I shall employ all my 
credit. It is to this effect that I have 
\H][itten the letter to the King of Swe- 
den, a copy of which is herewith sub- 
joined, and by which I accede ^ your 
first basis for tlie truce which yoyi,j»tao-‘ 
have deemed necessary, and which I 
demand of the King of Sweden, on 
honourable and admissible conditiona. 

To the second basis of the truce, I 
reply, that if the point at issue ht the 
rupture of negociations which can alo^c 
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ka'd to ati amicable union, I will ac* 
cede to the evacuation of the country, 
between the Glommen and die Swe- 
dish frontier, as well as of the isles of 
Hualoerne, and the fortresses of Fre- 
derickstein and Frederickstadt, by the 
Norwe^n troops, on conditic^that 
the territory, aa^well as the formsses, 
be neutral during the armistice. Kong* 
svingea being on the north bank of the 
Glommen, and a league on this side of 
the neofralized ground, 1 think it will 
no|; be proper to insist on its evacua- 
tion. .In regard to the occupation of 
fhe fortresses by Swedish troops, I 
deem it my duty to represent to you, 
that conditions which»have once alrea- 
dy animated the whole people to the 
defence of the country, ought not to 
be re-demanded, if it is wished to sooth 
the public mind ; that the inevitable 
con sequence of the entrance of Swedish 
troops would be a general rising of the 
people, and that, in that case, I must 
prefer war against the enemy td 'the 
civil war which I should have occasi- 
oned by outraging the constitution in 
the eyes of the whole nation by a cri- 
minal weakness. If the King of Swe- 
den wish an amicable union and not 
war, he will not insist on this, and will 
accede to the proposal which I have 
made to him of leaving the two for- 
tresses of F rederickatein and Frederick- 
stadt in the custody of the citizens of 
these cities. The evacuation of these 
two fortresses by the Norwegian trodpa, 
which leaves them without the neces- 
sary defence, will give every military 
advantage to the Swedes ; and w^en 
1 consider the generous sentiments 
whic^shfTOlS 'guide his Swedish 

1 trust that t!iat monarch will 
at tne same time be satisfied to fix the 
neutral ground on the east bank of the 
Glommen, to a circle of three leagues 
around these fortresses. ^ * 

With respect to the third basis, I 
also observe to you, that the 
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proposed raising of the blockade of 
NorWay, which I consider as a condi- 
tion inseparable from the truce, and 
as an unequivocal mark of the huma- 
nity dhd benevolence of the allied pow- 
ers towards the people of Norway, 
must ajso bq extended to all points of 
the coast, if it is wished that it be re- 
garded as a rear benefit. Any other 
condition would give risefto embarrass- 
ments and perpetual quarrels, which 
might too easily lead to a rupture of 
the armistice, and of the negociations 
consequent thereon. 1 have also de- 
manded thij of the King of Sweden, 
and 1 hope that he will acknowledge 
the truth of all these observations on 
the subject of the raising of the block- 
ade, if it be wished to avoid eve^ry thing 
•that might yet bring a disastrous 
war in the North. 

I I will furnish Major-General Peter- 
sen, and my aide-de-camp Capt. Hol- 
steen, with my full powers to conclude 
the truce at Fredenckshall, or at Swi- 
nemund ; and 1 sincerely wish that this 
negociation may be happily terminated, 
and DC only preliminary to reconcilia- 
tion and amicable union. 

I demand the guarantee of the allied 
powers for the truce, and for the pro- 
positions regarding the basis of union, 
to which his Swedish majesty shall 
please to accede. 

On t»he subject of the King orUeRl . 
mark’s letter, as to which I abstain 
from all refiection, I shall beg of you 
to take charge of ray reply. It will 
contain in few words the declarations 
which my present position and my 
honour hqye required my making to 
vofi, and of which you have acknow- 
ledged the weight. It will shew hia 
majesty that it is impossible fUr me 
to follow his orders until ifhe Diet 
or the fate of arm<y shall have deci- 
ded^the future condition of Norway j 
and for the rest 1 mu^ leave it to nis 
wisdom and ^is coAsgiente wbetbar he 
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judge it proper to cariry into effect his 
threats against me and the Danish offi- 
cers, which, however, would, change 
greatly my personal situation, and the 
line of conduct which I have resolved 
to pursue. 

This note being the last w^ich I 
shall have to hand over to you, gen- 
tlemen, envoys from the allied courts, 
1 seize this opportunity of begging 
you to be persuaded of the very par- 
ticular consideration with which I sub- 
scribe myself. 

Your very affectionate, 

Christian Frederick. 

(Signed) Holten. 

Christianiai Juf^ 13, 1814. 

Letier tc^he King of Sweden. 

Sir and Brother, c 

There is nothing on earth so valu- 
able to me as the satisfaction of a good 
conscience This I have never forfeit- 
ed ; and I still desire that my conduct 
may be directed as honour and as ,duty 
prescribe. 

It is with these sentiments I have 
been induced to place myself at the 
head of a people, who, released froni 
their allegiance to theiV king, sigh on- 
ly for in&pendence, and have tender- 
e d^ j o me all their affections and conii- 
wnce. I have sworn to defend the 
constitution, and shall readily lay down 
my life in support of their rights and 
independence. I have not forgotten, 
however, that I am likewise responsi- 
ble for their happiness. 

Now that alt Europe has declared 
against Norway, against that caaise 
^hich I defend with no other means 
than those afforded by my country, 
such considerations present a necessity 
against^i^hich it«would be impossible 
to* contend. ^ * 

That I h^^ never been misled by 
personal motives, I shall evince by re* 


storing the crown into the hands ol 
the nation who conferred it on me. 1 
choose rSther to save Norway than to 
reign over her : but before I consent 
to separate myself from a people to 
who^i 1 am at present united by the 
most^^acred ties, I am anxious to se« 
cure tKeir happiness a guarantee of 
the constitution, and other stipulations, 
to serve as bases to the union with Swe« 
den. I shall assemble the Diet, and 
make the conditions known td the na- 
tion. 1 shall point out to them all Jtbe 
perik to which they will be exposed 
by a brave but fruitless perseveranoe 
in the contest. If the nation accept 
the conditions, J shall instantly abdi- 
cate the throne ; if they reject them, 
my fate shall not be separated from 
theirs. Before, however, I convoke 
the Diet, I desire that two imporunt 
points may be previously arranged. 

First, That the bases of the union 
be accepted by Sweden, under the 
guairantee of the four powers whose 
envoys are present. 

Secondly, That the deliberations 
be free and mature, and to this end 
that a suspension of hostilities be 
agreed on. 

I am sensible that the advantages 
to result from a suspension of arms 
demand sacnfices on my side. These 
sacrifices are expressed in the projet 
of armistice which I annex. The en- 
voys of the allied powers have con- 
tended that the Swedish troops should 
occupy the fortresses ; but I have not 
been able to concede this point, both 
because the constitution restrains me, 
and because I well knew, from the 
character of my nation/tiiSttiAcy^^ould 
not suffer, without opposition, th^^- 
trance of Swedish troops within their 
frontiers. I am compelled, therefore, 
to prefer the misfortunes of a foreioH 
td the horrors of a civil war. I confi- 
dently rdy, however, on your wifdom, 
sir, ia assehtsog to the moaiif af a^F 9 i 4 » 
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iiigr t war wlridi would render the pro- 
jected onion inadmissible, and entail 
upon the Swedish nation as ^ny ca- 
lamities as on the people whom you 
desire to govern, and whom you can- 
itot conciliate so effectually as b)^ea- 
•ures of nyldness, by a respaft for 
public opinion,^ and a relaxation of 
the blockade ; measures which will 
be considered as derived from your 
generosjjy, and your regard for the 
welfare of this people. * 

My situation is painful, but my af* 
^tiou for the Norwegians reiftains 
the same. 

If you accept the terms of the arm- 
istice, and the bases bf the union, 1 
pledge my word to employ all the in- 
fluence I possess in persuading the 
people of Norway to submit to the 
union as the only means of security in 
their power. 

Honour me, sir, with your confi- 
dence. I have deserved it, in cliper- 
fuUy subscribing myself. 

Your majesty’s, &c. 

Christian Fredeuici^. 
Christiania f July 13, 1814. 

'Note to the Envoys of the Allied 
Powers. 

Note B. 

Although you, gentlemen, envoys 
pf the allied powers, charged with a 
special mission in Norway, have de- 
clared that you are not mediators be- 
tween Norway and Sweden, it is doubt- 
less inseparable from your charactei^o 
be the tru araptees of such stipulations 
as shalrtc^recSPWHietween the two 
kiujgdoms. ft is with this view that I 
invite you to give me the assurance 
that you will guarantee the bases of 
union which the King of Sweden mfv 
accept, as well as the armistice, in ail 
the points that may be def\nitiv{ly ar- 
C^jp^d for the period of its duration. 


If .the commissioners of the allied 
powers acquiesce, I am equally desi- 
rous that they should assist in settling 
diffen^nces ot a serious nature, which 
may arise during the armistice ; and 
1 shall submit to their decision whe« 
ther the peviod ought to be so far 
prolonged as t(^ enable thv* Diet to 
close its deliberations q^ithout iuter« 
ruption. 

I require of you to guarantee, so 
long as the armistice shall continue, 
the raising of the blockade by the 
maritime forces of England and Rus- 
sia, in order that commerce and free 
navigation, both with regard to im- 
portation and exportation, be restored 
to the ports of Norway, and likewise, 
^that permission to ship grain and other 
’provisions for Norway b» immediately 
given in Denmark, and in the ports of 
’the Baltic, as well as in England, Hol- 
land, and the White Sea. If the ex- 
portation of corn from Archangel for 
the province of Drontheim, for Nord- 
land and Finmark, must be limited, I 
require 25,000 zetverts. 

I would again call your attention to 
the situation of the King of Denmark, 
as it affects this country. You will 
/idmit that the J^jng of Denmark has 
done the utmost in his power to carry 
the treaty of Kiel into effect. The 
evils which he assists in imposingly, y 
his ancient subjects, who have given 
to him unexampled proofs of their 
fidelity, exceed those limits which hu- 
manity prescribes to sovereigns. It is 
fit that he revoke these rigorous mea- 
sures. The circumstances in which I 
ain placedf direct my conduct; the 
King of Denmark can have no influ- 
ence on the fate of Norway# , It is 
consequently cruel io makejiim an- 
swerable ; and 1 invite you to employ 
your good offlces with your re&pMtjve 
sovereigns to relieve him from this cb - 
ligation, and that htf snbj^cts, after so 
many suferiilgs, may Imve no more 
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numerous and foreign armies to^main- 
tain. 

I require vour answer to this note, 
gentlemen, before you quit Norway, 
accompanied, be assured, by the good 
wishes of all those who have had the 
opportunity of knowing ^ou, itnd who 
have learned to estec^n you as highly 
as does « 

Your’s, &c. 

Christian Frederick, 
Christiania^ July 13, 1814. 

jinstoer of the Envoys to ^his Highness 
Prince Christian Frederick 

The undersigned have received the 
communications which his Highnes^i 
Prince Christian Frederick of Den- 
mark has thought proper to transmif. 
to them. 

In presenting their note ot the 7th 
ultimo, they had flattered themselves, 
that in entering into the views of his 
Highness for the convocation of the 
Diet, and the negociation of an Armis- 
tice, they would probably succeed in 
removing every considerable difficulty, 
and obtain a confidence which might 
admit their propositions vrithout re- 
striction. Not one of the three points, 
however, submitted by the undersign- 
/^ft!f4ias been fully accepted as part of 
the bases of an armistice Each has 
suffered modifications which, if they 
do not annul the general effect, at 
least render doubtful the concurrence 
of his Swedish majesty. 

Without entering int^ any details 
which could only give rise to ^^resh 
discussions, they fed themselves obli- 
ed *to declare,, that thp concessions 
emanded as bases of the uni6n are 
not cpmpensatgd by any advantages 
afforded by the proposed armistice. 

The undersigned ‘are therefor^ com- 
pelled to rAt theirhopes of the success 
of their negociation upon the genero- 


sity of the King of Sweden $ and paht- 
ful as it is to see all their efforts for 
the accomplishment of a pacific union 
frustrated, they are still happy to sub- 
mit entirely to the conscience of his 
Sw^ish majesty the acceptance of his 
high^'ss's propositio^js, in order there- 
by to furnish him with an occasion of 
commencing by a signal benefit the 
exercise of his influence over Norway. 

^ With respect to the guarantee of the 
bases of union, the armistice, and of all 
the^points that shall be definitively ar- 
ranged and accepted by Sweden, the 
undersigned are convinced, that none 
of the powers of whom they are the 
representatives, nor even Sweden her- 
self, will object to this act of justice. 
Indeed, the raising the blockade, it 
his Swedish majesty shall consent to 
it, necessarily involves the revocation 
of all those belligerent measures which 
were taken against Norway. The ob- 
senations added by his highness with 
respect to the painful situation of Den- 
mark, induce the undersigned to re- 
mark, that the resolution of the prince 
to place himself at the head of an ille- 
gitimate opposition, is the sole cause 
of the misfortunes of his true country, 
and that he might at once have spared 
to Denmark the suspicions of the allied 
powers, and to the undersigned the 
chagrin of stating this in an official 
note. 

' At the close of this communication, 
the undersigned have the honour to 
ask of his highness, a last proof of bis 
frankness, in the publication of their 
official notes as speedily as possible. 
They demand principle 

that Norway <»nduld be inldfined of 
all the dangers to which she is '^po- 
sed, and of the real object of their 
mission. 

The departure of the undersigned 
being irrevocably fixed for Sunday the 
17tn of July, they have the hoi;oiir to 
present to his highness their h(»:*^ge^ 
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atiSi the reiterated assurances of their 
profound respect. 

Si EiocNTEscu. Forster. 
Ohloff. Martens. 

Christiania^ Jul^ 15 ^ 1814 >. 


C(iijVENT10N 

Bei^useen his Ro^al Highness the Prince 
Rf^yal of Svoederii in the name of the 
King of ^tjoeden^ on the one 'part., and 
fhe j^orwegian Government on' the 
other part, concluded at Mossy AiU 
gust 14, 1814. 

Art. 1. His Roya> Highness Prince 
Christian shall, as soon as possible, 
convoke the States General of the 
kingdom of Norway, according to the • 
mode prescribed by the existing con- 
stitution. The Diet shall be opened • 
on the last day of September ; or, if 
this be impracticable, within tl^e Hrst 
eight days of October. 

Art. 2, His Majesty the King of 
Sweden shall communicate directly 
with the Diet by one or more com- 
missioners whom he shall appoint. 

Art. 3. His Majesty tlie King of 
Sweden promises to accept the consti- 
tution framed by the deputies of the ' 
Diet of Ewswold. Hi| majesty will 
propose such changes only as are ne- 
cessary to the union of the iwo king- 
do ms, and engages to make none either 
but in concert with the Diet. 

Art. 4. The promises of his Swe- 
dish majesty, and of the Prince Royal, 
to the Norwegian people, shall# be 
strictly fulfilled, and confirmed by his 
majes^if^^the Diet. 

Art. 5. The Diet shall assemble at 
Christiania. 

Art 6. His Majesty the King of 
Swcde« declares, that no person shall 
be molested, directly or indirectly, Tor 
any opinions heretofore expressed ad- 
yciXe to the union of th& two king* 
^'"ioms. The Norwegian civil ^nd miS« 


tary functionaries, or tho^ who are 
foreigners, shall be treated with all 
regard .and courtesy. None of them 
shalj^be harassed for his opinion. Those 
Who** decline continuing their services 
shall be pensioned according to the 
laws the country. 

Art. 7. His^ Majesty the King of 
Sweden shall employ his good omcet 
with his Majesty the King of Den- 
mark, to procure the revocation of 
the ordinances or edicts promulgated 
since January i4, 1B14, against the 
public functionaries, and the kingdom 
of Norwa]^ in general 

Done at Moss, August 14, 1814. 

Ratified, CuRiiTi an F reosrick^ 


Proclamation qf Princ^ Christian to 
the Norwegians^ 

Norwegians !— When upon the dis^ 
solution (H your union with Denmark^ 
we took upon ourselves the direction 
of the affairs of Norway, it was to pre- 
vent your beloved country from being 
torn to pieces br civil war and faction* 
Your wishes called us to the throne of 
Norway, We obeyed the call.-— Your 
.confidence and your good cause de- 
manded our participation. We resol- 
ved to make ever> personal sacrifice in 
ordei to secure you those benefi^^, • 

it is true we were aware of tffeRan- 
gers which threatened your hopes and 
our’ 8 in such au unequal coutest, but 
we could not possibly conceive that 
the most powerful states of Europe 
would combine to oppose a noble and 
innocent people, whose reasonable wish 
v^s liberty, and whose only desire was 
independence. Meanwhile Sweden’s 
poprerful allies informed us^ by their 
envoys, that the union of 'xorway with 
Sweden was irrevocably determined 
on« It is known to you that we dwre 
willing to sacrifice oust ^rsonal happy 
situation, ifAhe ^at assembly of 
nation should find it conducive to the 
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happiness of the cobntiy; bat you 
likewise know that the conditions up- 
on which an armistice was at that time 
offered, were such as we could not ac- 
cede to them, till the fortune of war 
had been tried, because they were con- 
trary to the fundamental lawS. We 
saw with regret that our sincere en- 
deavours to avoid a war in the north 
were fruitless* 

The extensive frontiers and sea-coast 
6f Norway made it necessary to divide 
the troops. Sweden made great exer- 
tions to arm at different points, and in 
the uncertainty on what'part of the 
kingdom the attack might be expect- 
ed, from which we could cover the in- 
terior provinces of the kingdom, and 
at the Same time hasten to the assist- 
ance of sneh^points as were threatened 
or attacked, in all these respects Glom- 
men seemed to present the most advan- 
tages. 

On being informed of the enemy^s 
invasion by Ide, Sletten, and Swine- 
•und, we hastened to collect a corps 
at Kackestadt, in order by an sfctack 
from taat side to stop the further pro- 
gress of the enemy ; but the unexpect- 
ed surrender of Frederickstadt obliged 
us to take a position on the Glommen, 
the enemy having obtained a secure 
passage, so that the road to Christia- 
p iuGU ight be forced. 

The enemy being superioi^ at sea, 
had it in his power by frequent land- 
ings to turn our right flank. — A long 
blockade by the English and Swedish 
naval force had hindered us from fur- 
nishing our magazines in a sufficient 
manner ; they were nearl^^exhaus^jed, 
and want of the first necessaries threat- 
ened to break that courage which the 
superioa force of the enemy could not 
bend. The deputies from the diet 
w^re not received by^the English mi- 
nistry, and therefore nreturned wifhout 
any hope ofcas^istonce or a relaxation 
of the inimical measures'" of that king- 
dom. Under these circumstances Swe- 


den proposed an armistice. Of the 
two fortresses, the occupation of wliich 
by Swedish troopa had been refused 
by the negociations that were broken 
off, one was already pn their hands, 
and^he other cut off from all relirf 
and ^mbarded. T^^ fortune of war 
had declared against us, and the conti- 
nuation of the contest would in such 
circumstances have led onl/to the to- 
tal ruin of our country. To prevent 
this* and to give the nation an oppor- 
tunity of learning the condition of*the 
kingdom by a meeting of the diet, we 
repeated our offer of voluntarily reti- 
ring from tha| happy situation to 
which your confidence had called us. 

The armistice and convention of the 
14th iust. were signed, and in conse- 
quence thereof, we have, by our rescript 
of this day, directed to tne chief ma- 
gistrates, caused our extraordinary 
diet to be summoned to meet at Christ 
tiank, on Friday, the 7th of October, 
this year. 

Beloved people of Norway, only 
imperious necessity— -this you cannot 
doubt — could have induced us to take 
a step which your attachment to us 
renders doubly painful. Our desire 
was to deserve your love— our comfort 
is the conviction of your sentiments, 
and the consciousness that your wel- 
fare was the oWeet of all our actions. 

Given at Moss, Aug. 16, 1814, 
under our hand and the seal of the 
kingdom. 

Christian Frederick. 
(L. S.) Von Holtrk. 

PROCLAMATION HANOVER* 

George^ Prince Regent^ in the name 
* and on the behalf of his Majesty^ our 

Fafher and Sovereign, George III. 

Sfc. , 

Thfr principles according to which 
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our ancestors^ for centuries^ governed 
their states^ are a sufficient guarantee 
to our subjects, that it has niver been 
our intention to take advantage of the 
overthrow of the Germanic constitu- 
tion by the restriction of their rights. 
Since the deliverance of the eleomate, 
the military circumstances in which 
Germany found herself placed, and 
the continual presence of foreign 
troops, prevented us from forming re- 
gular deliberations with our faitljtul 
states, as the measures which it was. 
accessary to take would not allowr of 
the least delay, and as most of the ar- 
rangements which they dictated were 
necessary to be executed according to 
the resolutions agreed upon between 
the allied sovereigns. Nevertheless, 
we have deliberated separately with 
the states of the diflfereiit provinces on 
the affairs of the country, as often as 
was possible. Although the state 
may not have a complete constitution 
before the issue of the Congress of 
Vienna, which we hope will be fortu- 
nate, and although the resolutions 
which may be adopted at it may have 
a decisive influence over the internal 
relation of the German provinces of 
his majesty, yet we have wished not 
to defer any longer the entering upon 
discussions with all the United States 
of our provinces Relative to the differ- 
ent objects which concern each in par- 
ticular. It is natural, as has been 
proved by experience, that the sepa- 
ration of the different provinces should 
render extremely difficult the concur- 
rence of the states, on questions which 
relate tjjth affairs of the 

countffvand that^^sepa ration must 
necessarily cause a considerable loss of 
time. But besides, the difference of 
opinions has hitherto rendered it im- 
possible to have an unanimous resolu- 
tion on the part of tnose states, either 
bec^se the representatives of each 
P'-Jvince in particular did not possess 
'^the right of deliberating on tte relf * 


lions «of the other provinces of the 
country, or because it was itnpossible 
to have an absolute majority or voices, 
on account of the distance of the dif* 
ferent countries from each other. 

This separation has produced aa 
many different systems for taxation, 
and the modes for liquidating the debts 
of the country, as twrc ^ere different* 
states. It was necessary to consider 
as separate countries particular pro- 
vinces of the same country, and this 
has interupted, here and there, a free 
communication between our subjects. 
The change of circumstances, and the 
injury done to the country by its oc- 
cupation by the enemy, require ameli* 
orations in the forming of the admi- 
nistration. We do not propose in any 
‘manner to change the constitution, as 
^to matters which ^arantee the tights 
‘and feciprocal relations between the 
sovereign and the subjects. We shall 
in this respect retain the constitution 
of the states in the different provinces, 
with such reservations and modifica- 
tionif as may be deemed necessary or 
useful. But as the rights of the states 
are confined to their respective pro- 
vinces, and as the authority of the so- 
vereign extends to all the country, 
which ought to be governed according 
to uniform principles, we are convin- 
ced that our faithful subjects wiR ww w ^ 
gard af a benefit, and as a proof of 
confidence on our part, that we should 
decree, as we do by these presents, 
that henceforth all the general affairs 
of the country which may be brought 
under discussion with the states, con- 
formably the constitution which 

has subsisted to the present time, shall 
be submitted to an assembly of the 
states of airthe provinces, w^h shall 
adopt on such subjects a general reso- 
lution. ^ 

A% the circumstances above men- 
tioned, and even jIm uficartaiuty as to 
the extent of fbe frontiers of the coun- 
try,^dq not permit, at the present time, 
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a final determination as to the manner 
in which the difFcrent provinces are to 
concur in forming a general 4S8embly9 
we decree, for the present, that the 
states of ^1 the provinces whicfi how 
compose the electorate, shall form 
themselves, by means vf regreseiita- 
tives, into a general ^diet, on the 15 th 
of December next, at Hanover. We 
expect that Ihese deputies appear with 
full powers on the part of their con* 
stituents, to vote on the subjects which 
shall he submitted to their delibera- 
tion, without requiring subsequent in* 
structions. Thus thesc^eputies will 
be regarded as the representatives of 
the whole country, and not as the de* 
legates of particular provinces or cor* 
porations. And to the end, that the 
chapters, are of the limited numbe'r 
of their members, may choose such 
persons as enjoy their perfect’ confi- 
dence, we permit them to elect their 
deputies freely, without being obliged 
to confine themselves in their choice 
to the members of their own body* 
The towns will have the same liberty 
in this respect according to their par- 
ticular constitution ; and they will 
not be compelled to elect their syndics 
or magistrates. We reserve to oiy- 
seives to determine in a more precise 
manner, when the congress at Vienna, 
as these primary states general, 
’shall be terminated, the mode of repre- 
sentation, and that of the election of 
the president, as well as of the depu- 
ties— For this time the deputies will 
choose from amongst themselves a pre- 
sident, a syndic general, and a secre- 

Gjeorge, Prince Regent. 
Carlton.House, Aug. 12, ISH. 


Treaty betvi^een ^Denmark aud 
In the name of the most holy and 


undivided Trinit\% His ma^sty eh^ 
King of Denmark, and his majesty the 
King of Prussia, equally animated 
with a desire of re-estahlishinlg be- 
tween their respective states, peace, 
union, and the good understanding 
whi^ have been unfortijiiaiely inter- 
rupted, have for thiS purpose named 
and authorised plenipotentia* ies ; name- 
ly, his majesty the King of Denmark, 
the Sieur Christian Henry Augustus 
Count of Hardenherg Rcventlau ; and 
his majesty the King of Prussia,!,, the 
Prince of Hardenherg ; who, aft^i* 
having exchanged their respective fwl 
powers, have agreed upon the follow- 
ing articles 

I. There shall be in future peace, 
friendship, and good understanding 
between his majesty the King of Den- 
mark, and his majesiy the King of 
Prussia. The two high contracting 
parties shall employ the utmost at- 
ten];ion to maintain a perfect har- 
mony between their respective states 
and subjects, and shall carefully avoid 
every thing which may disturb the 
union so happily re-established. 

II. All the relations which existed 
between Denmark and Prussia, and 
their respective subjects, shall be re- 
established from the day of the date 
of the present treaty on the same foot- 
ing as before the last war. 

III. In order to extend the com- 
mercial relations between the two coun- 
tries, their majesties shall immediately 
conclude a treaty of commerce, found- 
ed on bases reciprocally advantageous. 
" IV. The high contracting parties 
confirm all the articJ>j« of the provi- 
sional conventiC4r*signeyT^^ on 
the 2d of June, and particularly those 
which declare, that the claims wiiich 
their respective subjects may have, 
either against the Danish government, 
or against ihe Prus»an government, 
shall be , examined and settled by a 
mixed commission, which shall sr!»c:em- 
ble fox that purpose at CopenhageL^ 
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immediately after the ratification of 
the present treaty. 

V. His majesty the King t)f Den- 
mark having ceded Norway to Swe- 
den, his majesty the Kin^ of Prussia 
shall employ conjointly with Sweden, 
Russia, and .England, his good^fiices 
to procure to hS majesty the King of 
Denmark a suitable indemnity, in ad- 
dition to Pomerania, which has been 
ceded tc^him by Sweden. 

VI. The present treaty shall be^fa- 
tiE^d, and tbe ratifications exchanged 
i/i the* space of six weeks from* the 
day of its date, or sooner if possible* 
In testimony whereof, we the under- 
signed, in virtue of bur full powers, 
have signed the present treaty, and 
have amxed to it the seal of our arms. 

Done at Berlin, this 25th of Au- 
gust, 1814*. 

(Signed) 

Charles Augustus, Prince 
of Hardenberg. , , 

C. H. A. Count of Harden- 
*erg-Revkntlau • 


i4cf of the Acceptation of the Treaty 
Alliance^ concluded hetxceen the Can^ 
tons of the Svoiss Confederation, 

Whereas the deputies of the so\re- 
reign states of Switzerland, invested 
with full and sufficient authority to 
announce the will of their constituents 
on the new plan of a treaty of alliance, 
dated the i(Jth of August, 1814?, as 
also on the convention concluded on 
the same day, terminated the objects^of 
their mission in the sitting of the 6th 
of Sepfeml>er, ^^aving endeavour- 
ed, in various private conferences, to 
remove the difficulties which stood in 
the way of an absolute union, have at- 
tained this day, the 8th of September, 
an object so important to the safety 
and .welfare of the country, at Hrge : 

-The diet has in consequence de- 
creed— 


Thf treaty of ^alliance between the 
19 cantons of Switzerland, of which 
the following is the tenoor and effect, 
shall j>e signed and sealed as a true fe- 
deral convention, in the forms hereto- 
fore used for the acts of the diet* 


Federal CompqfiU 

1. The nineteen sovereign cantons 
of Switzerland, viz. Zurich, Bern, 
Lucem, Uri, Schweitz, Claris, Un-< 
terwalden, Zug, Friburg, Soleure, 
Basle, Schaff hausen, Appenzei, St 
Gall, Orisons, Argovia, Turgovia, 
Tessin, and Vaud, are united by the 
present treaty, for the preservation of 
their liberty and independence, and 
Tor their common safety against any 

attack from foreign powers, as well 
*as fcA* the maintenance of order and 
public tranquillity in the interior. 
They reciprocally guarantee their con- 
stitutions, such as they have been ac- 
cepted by the chief authorities of each 
canton, in conformity to the principles 
of the treaty of alliance* They reci- 
procally guarantee their territory. 

2. For the maintenance of this gua- 
rantee, and the neutrality of Switzer- 
land, there shall be raised among the 
men of each canton, fit to bear arms, 
a contingent upon tbe calculati|sv^^^ 
two inP each hundred. The troops 
shall be furnished by the cantons as 
follows: — Berne, Zurich, 3858; 
Vaud, 2964* ; St Gall, 2630 ; Argo- 
via, 24*16; Grisons, 2000; Teatin, 
1084* ; Lucerne, 1784 ; Turgovia, 
W0;,Frilrtirg, 1240; Appenzel, 972; 
8o%ure, 904; Basle, 816; Schweitz« 
602; Glari8,482; Schaff hauseq, 466 i 
Unterwald^n, 2vS2 ;' Zug, 250; Uri, 
236 making a total of 30,tX)6 men. 

This propoi^n fixed for one 
yeai^ and shalrbe revised by the diet 
in 1815, in orderjn iw l)^iog coriect- 
ed. ^ 

3. The cantons, in order to furnish 
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the means for defraying the exf^enses 
of war and of the confederation, shall 
contribute in the folio win g.propor* 
tionJ* : — Bern, 91 ,695 francs ; Zurich, 
77,1-3; Vaud, 59,273 ; St Gall, 
39,481 ; Argovia, 52,212; Grisons, 
12,000; Tessin, 18,039; Lucerne, 
26,016 ; Turgovia, ?5,052; Friburg, 
13,591; A 4 jpenzel, 9728 ; Soleure, 
13.097 ; Basle, 20,450 ; ^chweitz, 
8012 ; Claris, 4823 ; SchafFhausen, 
9327 ; Unterwalden, 1907 ; Zug, 
149 ; Uri, 1 184 ;— making a total of 
490,507 francs. 

These contributions areUn like man- 
ner to continue in force for one year, 
and the diet shall decide anew, in 
1815, on this subject, and on the ap- 
peals which each canton may find it 
expedient toimake on the subject. A** 
similar revision shall take place every 
twenty years, as well for the adjust- 
ment of the contributions as for the 
contingents of men. 

In order to meet the expenses of 
war, there shall be established besides, 
a federal war treasury, the funds of 
which shall accumulate until they 
amount to a double contingent in mo- 
ney. This military chest shall be ex- 
clusively applied to defray the expenses 
arising from the movements of federal 
troops ; and, in case of emergency, 
ga^^pioiety of the charge shall be de- 
frayed by the produce of a contingent 
in money according to the scale, and 
the other moiety paid out of the mili- 
tary chest. 

To supply this military chest, duties 
shall be imposed on all foreign goods 
introduced, not being articles, of ilic 
first necessity : these duties to be le- 
,vied ^by the frontier cantons, which 
will make returns to the diet, accord- 
ing to the tariff and regulation to be 
fixed by the diet, wUch will also take 
care of the appropriation of the iwoney. 

4. In ca^ ganger, external or 
intecnal, each canton is entitled to 


claim the aid of the confederttei. 
When disturbances arise in any canton, 
notice must be sent to the chirf place ; 
and if the danger continues, the diet, 
on the invitation of the government of 
the canton, shall take the necessary 
meas^'-es , 

5. All differences df claims between 
canton and canton, not provided for 
by the treaty of alliance, shidl be de- 
cided by the confederation. ^ 

*'6. There must not be concluded 
between separate cantons any alliance 
unfavourable to the general confedf- 
ration, or to the rights of other can- 
tons. All recourse to arms in dis- 
putes between 'canton and canton is 
prohibited. 

7. The confederation does homage 
to the principle, according to which, 
having recognised the nineteen can- 
tons, there is no longer any subject in 
Switzerland ; and thus the enjoyment 
of rights cannot any longer be the 
exclusive privilege of any particular 
class of the citizens of a canton. 

8. The diet, according to the pro- 
visions of the treaty of alliance, take* 
c^re of the affairs of the confederation, 
confided to it by the sovereign states. 
The diet is to consist of nineteen de- 
puties, one from each canton, who 
shall vote according to their instruc- 
tions ; each canton to have a voice by 
its deputy. 

.The diet declares war, concludes 
peace, makes alliances with foreign 
states ; but in these important mat- 
ters two-thirds of the voices are re- 
quired to determine— in all others an 
absolute majority . The. j et is also to 
decide on treat "com meirCfti 

Treaties to furnish soldiers, or 
other minor engagements with foreign 
powers, may be contracted by the 
cptons severally, but without infrin- 
ging the general confederation. All 
envois from the confederation to be 
named by the diet. 
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Done al Zurich, the 8th Se]:>tein« 
btr, 1814r« In the name of the diet— » 
its president, burgo-master of Ihe can- 
ton of Zurich. i 

Reinhart. 

Moussqn. 

• The Chancellor of the 
Confederation. 


^ Proclamation. 

HanwtYy Oct. 53S. 
We, jGreorge Prinpe Regent, in the 
flame and on the behalf of our Father, 
his Majesty George the Third, by the 

f race of God King t)f the United 
kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
King of Hanover, Duke of Brunswick 
and Luneburg, 8cc. 

To all our subjects, prelates, knights, 
gentry, dec. greeting, — 

Whereas, it was decided in the 
treaty of Paris, by the chief po^jers 
of Europe, and with our assent, n'ot 
to restore the form of the ancient con- 
•titution of the German empire, but 
to establish in its place a confederation 
of all the independent CJerman states, 
which should fulfil the object of se- 
curing the common country against 
foreign enemies, and against the abuses 
of arbitrary power in the; interior ; 
therefore, the aboljshing of an elective 
head of the empire makes the electoral 
title hitherto borne by our royal hou^ 
unsuitable to the new order of things. 
In choosing a title in place of that of 
Elector, we have considered that the 
Electors of the holy Roman Empire^ 
were in law considered equal to Kings, 
and that they enjoyc^-ijoyal honours } 
that not only all the remaining ancient 
electoral houses, but also one of the 
new ones, which was inferior in rank 
to our’s, have assumed the royal dig-^ 
nity ; lastly, that we can be the less 
disposed in our German relation# to 
abate 4if the splendour of our* royal 


house, ^ as it has* filled for above a 
century one of the greatest thrones in 
the world, and has by this connection 
afforded manifold protection and sup* 
port? to Germany Considering all 
these circumstances, wc have there- 
fore re£|>lved, imploring thereto the 
Divine blessing, |o erect our German 
states into a kingdom, and to assume 
for them ^tbe title of King of Hano» 
ver. This step, previously approved 
by many powers, having been on the 
12th of October communicated in a 
note, by our cabinet minister, Count 
Munster, our first plenipotentiary at 
the Congress at Vienna, to the chief 
courts of Europe, we hereby com- 
mand all our faithful subjects and public 
authorities, to employ in future in all 
dots, 8cc. instead of the old title, that 
of King of the United Kingdom of 
Great* Britain and Ireland, King of 
Hanover, Duke of Brunswick and 
Luneburg, &c. 

Given at Carlton-house, this 26th 
day of October, 1814, in the 55th 
year of the reign of his Majesty, our 
Father. 


Nfite hy his Excellency Prince Repnin 
* to ihe Saxon Authorities. 

An official letter of the Minist^pf. 
State Baton de Stein, dated October 
21, informs roe of a convention con* 
eluded on the 28th of September, at 
Vienna, in virtue of which his Majesty 
the Emperor of Russia, in concert 
with Austria and England, shall put 
int^he jiundtof his Majesty the King 
of Frussia the adminit^tralion of the 
kingdom rT Saxony. I have received 
orders, lo coifsign the government of 
this country to persons providfuwith 
proper powers hy hid Maiesty thp 
King of Prussia, .who shall present 
themselves ; andato tpiies^ t]^e Russian 
imperial troops Prussian troops. 
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in order thus to operate the uqion of 
Saxony with Prussia, which will soon 
take place in a maimer more formal 
and solemn, in order to establisli fra- 
ternity between the two kin^domW 

This union is already of itself the 
guarantee of great and «incoi^testable 
advantages for the two kingdoms, and 
for all Germany ; but the benevolence 
and care of his Majesty the, Emperor 
of Russia, and the well-known huma- 
nity and goodness of his Majesty the 
King of Prussia, will yet more increase 
those happy results. 

After certain preliminary delibera- 
tions, the object of which is the well- 
being of the whole and of the parts 
which compose the union, their ma- 
jesties •have, to wit. King Frederick 
William, inequality of future sovercig^i 
of the country, declared, that he has 
not the intention of incorporating 
Saxony to his estates as a province, 
but to unite it to Prussia under the 
title of the Kingdom of Saxony, to 
preserve it for ever in its integrity, 
to leave it in the enjoyment ofi those 
rights, privileges, and advantages, 
which the constitution of Germany 
shall secure to those of the kingdoms 
of Germany which ^ make a part , of 
the Prussian monarchy, and to change 
nothing in its present constitution ; 
. ap^. his Majesty the Emperor Alex- 
ander has testified the private satisfac- 
tion which that declaration has caused 
him* 


Treaty of Peace hetxioeen his Majesty 
the King of Denmar^and[.hi^Ma* 
jesty tine Emperor of Russia, con- 
duded at Hanover on the Sth of 
February, and ratified at Ficnna on 
of Novevnber, 1814. 

Tn the name, of. the Holy Trinity, 
his Majes?:y**tbft, of Denmark, 
and his Majesty tht ISmperor of Rus- 


sia, equally animated by a wish to 
terminate the difitrences which Ibr 
a short* time have subsisted between 
them, and to restore on firm fonnda*' 
tions that union and good understand** 
ing which so long prevailed between 
theirs^respective states, have for that’ 
purpose named and aiffthorised as pleni- 
potentiaries, viz. his Majesty the King 
of Denmark, Mr Edmund .Bourke, 
his chamberlain, See, and his M^esty 
the Emperor of Russia, Baron Peter 
Sfichtelen, general of engineers, ^.&c. 
wla>, having exchanged tl\pir full 
powers, and found them in good and 
proper order, have agreed upon the 
following articles 

Art. I. There shall be bcncefob* 
ward peace, friendship, and good wu 
derstanding between his Majesty the 
King of Denmark and his Majesty 
the Emperor of Russia. Both the 
high contracting powers will pay the 
gr^test attention to the maintaining 
of complete harmony between their 
respective states and subjects, and will 
carefully avoid every thing that might 
interrupt the harmony so happily re^ 
stored. 

II. The political relations, as well 
as the old treaties, which existed be- 
tween the two powers before the war, 
that for a moment broke off their 
operation, are agqjn restored to full 
effect by the present treaty, in so far 
as they do not militate against treaties 
which have recently been concluded 
between the Emperor of Russia and 
other sovereigns of the north. 

' 111. The relations of navigation and 

commerce are again restored between 
the two statesr'tte same as they ex- 
isted before the war. They shall be 
subject to the same regulations, and 
enjoy the same advantages, as before 
the breaking out of the war. 

IV. The sequestration laid on the 
property of both sovereignsi and of 
their respective subjects^ as well as 
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the embargo laid on the shipping of 
both nations in the various ports of 
Russia and Denmark at the time when 
war was declared, shall be remove4 as 
soon as the present treaty is ratified. 

V. The two high contracting par- 
* ties formally bind themselves to con- 
clude no sepa^rate^ peace with thd^ com- 
mon enemy. 

Ihctee fir re-establishing the' Inqid^ 
dtion. ' 

* 

• - 

^Madtid^ July 25.^The king has 
just issued the following decree 

The glorious title of Catholic^ which 
distinguishes us from among all other 
Christian princes, is owing to the per- 
severance of the kings of Spain, who 
would never tolerate in their states 
any other religion than the catholic, 
apostolic, -and Roman. This title im- 
poses upon me the duty to render my- 
self worthy of it by all the meahs 
which Heaven has placed within my 
power. The late troubles, and the 
war which has desolated during six 
years every province in the kingdom ; 
the long abode which has been made 
in Spain by troops of different sects, 
almost all of whom were infected with 
sentiments of hatred towards our re-^ 
ligion ; the disorder which has been* 
the inf^allible result of this ; and the 
inattention with which the affairs o/ 
our holy religion have been treated 
during this unfortunate period ; 
these circumstances united have laid 
the field open to wicked persons, who^ 
have never experienced any check 
dangerous opinions have been intro- 
duced, and have taken root in our 
states by the same means as they are 
spread in other countries. Wishing 
then to remedy so grievous an evil, 
and to preserve amongjjw subjects the' 
holy religion of J^us Christ, which 
thejr have alwajWj/Svered, and m which 


they Ijave lived, nind always wisli to 
live, either on account of the personH 
obligation of having no other imposed 
on tfm princes who reign over them 
by the fundamental laws, which I have 
promised and sworn to observe, or 
because^this jeligion is the most cer« 
ftin means of spacing my people from 
intestine dissensions, >and ensuring to 
them that tranquillity of which they 
stand in need, I have judged it neces- 
sary, under the present circumstances, 
that the tribunal of the holy oUce 
should resume its jurisdiction. Upon 
this 8ubject,Jearned and virtuous pre* 
lates, many respectable corporation# 
and grave personages, ecclesiastics and 
seculars, have represented to me that 
Spain is indebted to this tribunal for 
rile good fortune of not having fallen, 
in the 16th century, into errors which 
have caused so many misfortunes among 
other nations $ and that on the contra- 
ry, at that period, the sciences were 
here cultivated with distinction, and 
Spain produced a multitude of great 
men d^tinguished by their knowkdge 
and their piety. It has further been 
r^resented to me, that the oppressor 
of Europe has not neglected to em- 
ploy, as an efficacious method of in- 
troducing the corruption and discord 
which supported so well his projects, 
the suppression of this tribunal, uq^fr . 
the vain pretext that it could exist no 
longer in consequence of the enlight- 
ened state of the present age, and that 
the pretended cortes, general and ex- 
traordinary, under the same pretext, 
and under the favour of the constitu- 
tioffc;^ which.'^hey tumultuously de- 
cree^ aDolished also the holy office, 
to the regret of the whole nation. Ji'or 
these jeauset,* I have’ been awM^tly 
supplicated to re-establish tt^T^lUs 
exercise of its fui^iofts i atuf yield- 
ing to^considerajiifqDS so just^^aiid to 
the wislj *gy people* 

whose zeal for i^JPreugiou of our ai^ 
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cestors has anticipated my ordersy by 
hastening to recal spontaneously the 
subaltern inquisitors of some provinceSf 
I have, therefore, resolved, that from 
this moment the supreme coudcil of 
the Inquisition, and the other tribunals 
of the holy office, shall resume their 
authorities conformable to th£ conces- 
sions which hav^ been made to them 
by the sovefteign pontiffs, at the in- 
stance of my august predect^ssors, and 
by the prelates of the dioceses, and by 
the kings who have assured to them 
the full exercise thereof, observing in 
this double jurisdiction, ecclesiastical 
and civil, the ordonnancea which were 
in force in the year 1808, and the laws 
which have, on different occasions, been 
made fpr obviating certain abuses. But, 
as indepcnd|^nt of these ancient laws it 
may be proper to add new ones on this 
subject, and my intention being^to per- 
fect that establishment in such manner 
as to render it eminently, useful to my 
subjects, it is my desire that, as soon 
as the said supreme council of the In- 
quisition shall be assembled, ^wo of 
the members who compose it, joined 
to two of the members of the council 
of Castile, both appointed by me, shall 
examine the forms and mode of pro- 
ceeding of the holy Office, in its pib- 
cesses, and with respect to the censure 
and prohibition of books ; and if they 
find that the interests of subjects, 
or the claims of sound justice, require 
any reform or change, they will make 
a report to me, supported by their ob- 
servations, in order that I may take 
the necessary resolutions. 



[This decree is countersigned by his 
Excellency Don Pedro Macanaz, whose 
grautrrtfatber passed the greater part of 
bis life'iifprison, at the commencement 
6f the last centuryKand died in exile 
for havingr wotten the Inquisi- 

jion.] ^ ' 


AMERICA. 

By the President of the United States 
qf America. 

' A PROCLAyATtON. 

Whereas the enemy, by a sudden 
incursion, have succeeded in invading 
capital of the nation, (kfended at 
the moment by troops less numerous 
th^n their own, and almost entirt4y of 
the militia ; during their possfessiontof 
which, though for a single day only, 
they wantonly destroyed the public 
edifices having no relation in. their 
structure to operations of war, nor 
used at the time for military annoy- 
ance ; some of these edifices being also 
costly monuments of taste and of the 
arts, and others repositories of the 
public archives, not only precious to 
tk(* nation as the memorials of its ori- 
gin and its early transactions, but in- 
teresting to all nations, as contribu- 
tions to the general stock of historical 
instruction and political science. And 
whereas advantage has been taken of 
the loss of a fort, more immediately 
guarding the neighbouring town of 
Alexandria, to place the town within 
the reach' of a naval force, too long 
pd too much in tRe habit of abusing 
its superiority wherever it can be ap- 
plied, to require, as the alternative of 
a general conflagration, an undisturb- 
eo^plunder of private property, which 
has been executed in a manner peculi- 
arly distressing to the inhabitants, who 
had inconsidevately cast themselves up- 
on the justice and generosity of the 
victor. And whereas it now appears, 
by a direct communication from the 
British commander on the American 
^station, to be his avowed purpose to 
employ the fohre under his direction, 
in destroying andji^aying waste such 
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towns atili diift*icts upon the wast m 
may be found aaaa^k }” adding to 
^ declarati^ tljte insulting pd^t 
t^ jt ;i| .hl ittalkdon for a winton 
Asttueiiod committed by the army of 
the United Sutes in Upper Canada, 
when it is potorious that no wstruc- 

lion has been cflnmitted, whkn, not- 

witbatanding the muitiplied outrages 
we^oudy fommitted by the enemv, 
^s not^nnauthorised, and promp«y 
shown to be so j and tl«t the Unrod 
St^es have been as constant iR twic 
endeavours to recWm the enemy from 
such ohtiages, by the contrast of their 
own as they^havc been mady 

to tertmnate, on reasonable c<mditl«>n»> 
the war itself. And whereas these pro- 

ceedings and declared purposes, whl^ 
exhibit a deliberate disrewd of 
principles of humanity and tW rules ^ 
of civilized warfare, and which must 
give to the existing war a character 
of extended devastation and barhar jM, 
at the very moment of negociations for 
peace, invited by the enemy hitnseU, 
We no prospect of safety to any thing 
within the reach of bis predatory and 
incendiary operations, but in raniui 
and universal determination to ch^se 
and expel the invader; Now, there- 

fore, 1, James Madison, president of 
the United States, do issue this my 
proclamation, exhorting all the good 
People thereof to unite their hearm 
i^hands in giving effect to the ample 
means possessed for that purpom. 1 
enjoin tt on all officers, civil and no- 
tary, to exert thenwdves in executing 
the duties with which they are «»prot- 
ivply charged. And more especiaUy, 
1 nwive uie officers commandrog the 
respective military diatricts to be yigi- 
laot and alert , in providing for the de- 
fence thereof 5 for the more effectual 
accomplishment of which they are au- 
tboriacd ta to defence ex- 
posed and threyalhed placea pomons 
of the militifmost convtn"*"* thereto. 

TOt. VII. PAKT II. 


STVATE 


thi^y b# of the 

tioue detaAlcd foir the .ctf thee’ 

UnifcedoStatee thef 

governittetito' Oh wtSsittfen 
wftJh ap^e to forcibly # 
filings ahd patriotic devMi^ of 
Ante&aapaopley none #iH for^t what" 

* they owe to theiidelvet,^hat they 
to then* country high deatinM 

which ay^ait it ; wat fo the glory aC* 
^ired by their fatheH, in establtriith|; 
the iftditpcndence which is now to be 
ixkaintained by their sonsj' with thh au^" 
mented strength and rcaoxircdT' ;iMtH 
which timo and Heaven ba^e bhiwA 
them.— ^In teWimony whereof ! tiSw 
hereunto set thy hihdf and canned the 
seal of the United Siatea to be fixed 
to these presents. , ^ .. ' 

^ Done at the City pfr 

the first day of SiptemW. 

* the year of our t*ord 18i4> 

of the independencei of tJie UhS- 
‘ ted Stites the S9th. ^ ^ ^ 

lAaisa Mn^'adK® 

' By the President^ 

JA8>MoNKOK| SCc. of ^8^* 

Wmhingianf Sfept. "20;— A 
being present^ the president tmntoit- 
yed by bis secretary the foBpwing 

MKSSAOn® 

m ♦ * 

FcUAr-citizena of the Sedate and 
House rf Representatives, ~Notwtt^ 
standing the early day wWch had 1W^ 
fixed for your session of the 
year, I was “^uced to «J1 jbu^-, 
^till sooner, as weW thnt thy jo- 
^Stuacy hfthc existing prorisioni for 
rile wants of the treapty he 

supplied, as that no.de&y ni 
pen in providing for the ^ 
negodation on .^^t^with^ 
tain, whether jf should 
ranrfmentsadggted to a 

peace,* orWg 26 r«ff mbre 

orovisions fi^rosectttmg tlM War. 
2a 
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The result is not yot known : if on 
one hand the repeal of the orders in 
council, and the general pacification of 
Europe, which w'ithdrew the occasion 
on wiiKh impressments from Arneri- 
can veseii^s were practised, suggest ex- 
pectations that peace ainj. amity may 
be established, we ar^ compelled on 
tlie other hand, by the refusal of the 
British goveriAVient'"to accept the of- 
fered mediation of the Emperor of 
Russia, by the delays in giving effect 
to iis own proposals of a direct nego- 
ciation, and> above all, by the princi- 
ples and manner in which J.he war is 
noiv avowedly carried on, to infer that 
a strict hoslility is indulged more vio- 
lent than ever against the rights and 
prosperity of this country. This in- 
creased violence is best explained by 
two important circumstances, that the 
great contest in Europe for an equili- 
brium, guaranteeing all its states a- 
gainst tile ambition of an)r, has been 
closed witliout any check on the over- 
bearing power of Great Britain on the 
ocean, and that it has left in her Lunds 
disposable armoury, with which, for- 
getting the difficulties of a remote war 
against a freo people, and yielding to 
the intoxication of success with the- 
ex ample of a great victim to it before 
her eyes, she cherishes hopes of still 
ruilher aggrandising a power already 
formidable in its abuses to the tran- 
quillity of the civilized and commer- 
cial w'Drld. But whatever may have 
inspired the enemy with these more 
violent purposes, the public councils 
of a nation, more able to maintain than 
it was to acquire its independence, ? .a 
with a devotion to it rendered more 
ardent ,by the experience of its bless- 
ings, never deliberate but on* the 
means mojt^^Fcctual fur defeating tlie 
extravagant mca^iircc^of unwarrant- 
able passion, with W'hiciialone the war 
can now be pvrs«ejd ..a uo. In the 
events of the present^l../'''r)aign, with 
all its augmented means aAd \vantuii 


use of them, he has little ground for 
exultation, unless he can feel it in the 
8ucc<?8S of his recent enterprise against 
this metropolis and the neighbouring 
town of Alexandria, from both of 
which his retreats were as precipitate 
as his attempts were boid^ and fortu- 
nate. In his other incursions on our 
Atlantic frontier, his progress, often 
checked and chastised by the martial 
spirit of the neighbouring cici/.ens, has 
hau more effect in distressing indivi- 
duals and iri dishonouring his arpis, 
than in promoting any object of Icg^; 
timate warfare. And in the two in- 
stances mentioned, however deeply to 
be regretted on our part, in his tran- 
sient success, wdiich interrupted for a 
moment only the ordinary public busi- 
ness at the seat of government, no corn- 
pen saiion can accrue for the loss of 
character with the world, by his vio- 
lation of private property, and his de- 
struction of public edifices, protected 
as monuments of the arts by the laws 
of civilized warfare. On our side we 
can appeal to a series of acliievemcuts 
whL^^ given new^ lustre to the 

American arnivS. Besides the brilliant 
incidents in the minor operations of 
the campaign, the splendid victories 
gained on the Canadian side of the 
Niagara by »tbe American forces un- 
der Major-General B.’owu), and Briga- 
diers Scott and Gaines, have gained 
for- these heroes and their emulated 
companions the most unfading laurels ; 
and having triumphantly proved the 
progressive discipline of the American 
soldiery, have taught the enemy that 
the longer he protracts his hostile ef- 
forts, the more certain and decisive 
will be his final discomfiture. On the 
southern border victory has continued 
also to follow the American standard. 
Tke bold and skilful operations of 
Major-General J.ckson, conducting 
ti oops drawn from iiy militia of the 
stales least distant, pai iculaiiy of 
Tcncaee, have subdued tlie prineipal 
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tribes of hostile savages ; and byesta- and established, at a cntical moment, 
blishing a peace with them,, preceded our command of another lake. On 
by recent and exemplary* chastise* the ocean, the pride of our naval arms 
ment, we have guarded against the h%s#been amply supported: a second 
mischief of their co-operations with frigate has indeed fallen into Jpe hands 
the British enterprises which may be of the enemy, but the lossjps hidden 
planned against this quarter# of our in th«l blasfre of heroism with which 
Cduntry, Important tribes of Indians she was defettded. Captain Porter, 
on our north-western frontier have also who commanded Jb^r,>md whose pre- 
acceded to stipulations which bind vioiis career liad been distinguished by 
them tif the interest of the Uni^ted daring enterprise and by fertility of 
States, and to consider jaur cnerr^ as genius, maintained a sanguinary con* 
theirs also. ^ . test against two ships, one of them 

1 In the recent attempts of the enemy superior to his own, and other severe 
on Baltimore, defended by militia and disadvantj^ges, till humanity tore down 
volunteers, aided b)w a small body of the colours which valour had nailed 
regulars an^ seamen, he was received to the mast. This officer and his 
with a spirit which produced a rapid comrades have added much to the 
retreat to the ships, whilst a concur- glory of the American jSag,‘^and have 
rent attack by a large fleet was sue- merited all the elfusioits of gratitude 
cessfully resisted by the steady and, which their country is ever ready to 
well-directed fire of the fort and bat- bestow on the champions of its rights 
teries opposed to it. In another re- and of its |afety. 
cent attack by a powerful fort* on Two smaller vessels of war have 
our troops at Plattaburg, of which also become prizes to the enemy, but 
regulars made a part only, the enemy, by superiority of force, which sitffi- 
aftcr a perseverance for many hours, cieftBy vindicates the reputation of 
was finally compelled to seek safety their commanders ; whilst two others, 
in a hasty retreat, our gallant bands one commanded by Captain Warring- 
pressing upon him. On the lakes, so ton, the other by Captain Blakely, 
much contested throughout the war, -have captured British ships of the same 
the great exertions for the command class with a gallantry and good con* 
made on our part have Been well fe- duct which entitled them and thei^ 
paid oil Lake Ontario. Our squadron conim^iders to a just share in* the 
is now and has been for some time in praise of their country, 
a edndition to confine that of the ene- In spite of the naval forces of the 
my to his own port, and to favour enemy accumulated on our coasts, our 
the operations of our laud forces on private cruisers also have not ceased 
that frontier. On Lake Cbamplam, to annoy his commerce, and to bring 
where our superiority had for sdTfte-'-^jy^ieir rich prizes into our ports ; con- 
time been undisputed, the British squa- ti%urtng*thus, with other proofs, to 
dron lately came into action with the demonstrato-the incompetency and the 
American, commanded by Captain illegality of a blockade, the jjrdclama- 
Macdonough ; it issued in the capture tion of which has been madi -tv^prt - 
of the whole of thef enemy’s ships, text for vexing ^idLdisfr^Taging the 
The best praise of tliis officer andiiis conj^meirce of ^ifutral powers with the 
intrepid comrAde^re in the likeciess of Unitrd «* 

his trill illustrious victory To meet vended and diversi- 

which innmirtalized another officer, fied v;arf2^f^?"'adopted by the Micmv, 




great bodies of militia nave been tgiken 
into the service of the public defence, 
and great expenses incurred* . That 
the defence every where may be b^pth 
more cfovenient and more economi- 
cal, con|f'C8s will see the%iecessily of 
immediate measures of filling th^ ranks 
of the regular army, and enlarging the 
provisions for ^eCi^ corps^ mounted 
and dismountec^ tobe engaged for a 
longer period of service than arc due 
from the militia. I earnestly renew 
at the same time a recommendation 
of such changes in the system of the 
militia, as, by classing and disciplining 
on the most prompt and active ser- 
vice the portion most capable of it, 
will give to that resource for the pub- 
lic safety “all the requisite energy and 
efficiency. 

A part of the squadron on Lake 
Erie has been extended to Lake Hu- 
ron, and has produced the advantage 
of displaying our command of that 
lake also. One object of the expedi- 
tion was the reduction of Mackinan, 
which failed, with the loss of a^w 
brave men, among whom was an offi- 
cer distinguished for his gallant ex- 
ploits ; and the expedition, ably con- 
ducted by both land and naval com- 
manders, was otherwise valuable in its 


the war, will render it necessary that 
large sum^ should be provided to meet 
themf Ffom this view of the national 
affair^, congress will be urged to take 
up without delay, as well the subject 
of pecuniary supplies, as that of mili- 
tary foi^ce, and on a scale commen- 
surate with the extent?” and character 
which the war has assumed. 

It is not to be disguised that the 
situation pf our country calk for its 
greatest efforts : our enemy is power- 
ful m men and money, on the la..d 
and dn the water ; availing himself of 
fortunate circumstances, he is aiming 
with an undivided force a deadly blow 
at our growing prosperi|y, perhaps 
at our national existence. He ha» 
avowed his purpose of trampling on. 
the usages of civilised warfare, and 
given earnest of it in the plunder and 
wanton destruction of private proper- 
ty. 

Ip die pride of maritime dominion, 
and in his thirst of commercial mono- 
poly, he strikes with peculiar animo- 
sity at the progress of our navigation 
and manufactures : his barbarous po- 
licy has not even spared those monu- 
ments of taste with which our coun- 
try had enriched and embellished our 
infant metropolis. From such an ad- 


cftccts. 

* *Thf monies received into the trea- 
sury during the nine months Ending 
the 13th of June last amounted to 
thirty-two millions of dollars, of which, 
eleven millions were the proceeds of 
the public revenue, and the remainder 
derived irom loans. The disburse- 
ments for public expenditures duriv^ 
the saine period exceed ^ thirty- four 
millions of dollar^ ancl left in the 
troasLWjcJm the Ist of July near live 
millions otiJiaUars. y 
The demands durOk the remainder 
of the present year al^g^y authorised 
by congress, aucftlteiig:' ' ^5se? incident 
to an extension of the 'up;;»rations of 


versary, hosrility in its greatest force 
and worst forms may be looked for%— 
The American people will face it with 
the undaunted spirit, which, in their 
revolutionary war, defeated his un- 
righteous projects ; his threats and 
hk barbarities, instead of dismay, will 
VJs?dle in every bosom an indignation 
not to be extinguished but in the dis- 
aster and expuisioQ of such cruel in- 
vaders* In providing the means ne- 
cessary, the national legislator will uot 
distrust the enlightened patriotism of. 
his^constituents* They will cheerfully 
and ppudly bearV**very burthen of 
every kind Which the sfef^ty and honour 
of the nation demaitds. 
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We have seen them evcr^r where majesty. — Firn^y resolved never to sc- 
give their taxes, direct and indirect, parate our fate from' that of our peo- 
with the greatest promptness and ala- pie ; filled with confidence in the jus- 
-crity : we have seen them’ ruihing tice add magnanimity of the allied 
with enthusiasm to scenes wherefdan- sortreigns, and intending to j jin their 
ger and duty call ; and, offering their alliance as ^on as we had t% means 
blood, they give their sitrcst pledge of doing so, we determined Jafter the 
that no other tribute will be with- • battle laf L^ipsic, there to await the 
held. conquerors. But tjie sovereigns re- 

Having forborne to declare war fused to hear us. * W oiwere compelled 
until t6 other aggressions had been to depart from our states, and proceed 
added tlie capture of nearly lipO to Berlin. His Majesty the Emperor 
American vessels, and the impress- of Russia nevertheless made known 
m\5nt of thousands of seafaring, citi*^ to us, that our removal from Saxony 
xens, land until a final declaration had was dictated only by military intc* 
been made by the government df Great rests, andliis majesty at the same time 
Britain, that her hos^le orders against invited us to repose in him entire con- 
cur commerce would not be revoked fidence. We also received from their 


but on conditions as impossible as un- Majesties the Emperor of ^Austria, 
just, whilst it was known that these , and the King pf Prussia, affecting 


orders would not otherwise cease but 
with a war which had lasted nearly 
twenty years, and which, according 
to appearances at that time, might last 
as many more — having manifested on 
every occasion, and in every pooper 
mode, a sincere desire to meet the 
enemy on the ground of justice, our 
resolution to defend our beloved coun- 
try, and to oppose to the enemy per- 
severing hostility all our energy, with 


proofs of interest and sensibility. We 
were; in consequence enabled to che* 
rish the hope, that as soon as these 
military cofisiderations ceased to ope- 
rate, we should be reinstated in our 
rights and restored to our dear sub- 

jectf. Far, however, from citi- 

ditihg the reports circulated with re* 
gard to the fate of our states since 
the epoch of the peace of Paris, we 
place entire confidence in the justice 


an undiminished disposition towards of the allied rtionarchs, though it be 
peace and friendship on^ honourable impossible to penetrate the motives of 


terms, must carry with It. the good 
wishes of the impartial world, and the 
best hopes of support from an otnni- 
potent and kind Providence. 

James Madisok. 


Saxony^-^Declaration . 


pod the proceedings which they have guj*-^ 
the sued towards us. The conservation 
nni- and consolidation of legitimate dynas- 
ties was the grand object of the war 
50K. which has been so happily terminated : 
the coalesced powers accordingly re- 
^ peatedly proclaimed in the most so- 
•'•'“■•Jyjmn mannar, that, far removed from 


Frederick Augustus, by the grace 
of God, King of Saxony, Duke of 
Warsaw, &c. 

We have just learned with lively 
feelings of gritf thaj our kingdom of 
Saxony has beejil^rovisipnally 
cupied by tiMitroops of his Frussiao 


ijmn mannar, that, far removed from 
cvJry^lan of conquest and aggran- 
disement, tlreyLhad only in view the 
restoration of theTights and^liberties 
of £urope. Saxony, injpAidftlar, 
received the most^owitivtf^lssttranccs, 
that, her integr^^ would.be maintain- 
ed. 

the con8ervaj5jj& ot the dynasty for 
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which the nation ha^ miblicly mani- 
fested its constant attachment, and the 
unanimous wish to be re*unitcd to its 
sovereign, . . , The inviolability of our 
rights and of those of pur house tq.|he 
well ank justly-acquired inheritance of 
our anct^Jors, is acknowlldgcd. Our 
speedy reinstatement ought to**be the 
consequence thereof. 'We should be 
wanting to th(^ most sacred duties to- 
w'ards our royal house, and atowards 
our people, were we to remain silent 
under the new measures projected 
against our states at a moment when 
wc are entitled t^ expect their, restitu- 
tion, The intention mamfested by 
the court of Prussia, of provisionally 
occupying our Saxon states, compels 
U8 to forearm our well-founded rights 
against such a step, and solemnly to 
protest againsl the consequences which 
may be drawn from such a measuje.— , 
It is before the congress at Vienna, 
and in the face of all Europe, that we 
discharge this duty, by signing these 
presents with our hand, and at the 
same time publicly reiterating the de- 
claration, communicated some ‘time 
ago to the allied courts, that wc will 
never consent to the cession of the 
states inherited from our ancestors, and 
that we will never accept any indemi 
nity or equivalent that may be offered 
..to us. 

Fredeiuck Augustus. 
Given at Fredericlcfieldp 
Nov* 4, 1814. 


Proclamation^ 

' • 

We, Charles, by the gratie erf Cr6'd, 
King of Sweden, Norway, of the 
Gothli and Vandakf*&c. . 

our subjects inhabiting the 
kiiigdom*’’#''Norivd^ ! " 

We now perfornva duty dear to 
our heart, in aqpiainfci ^^ym i that the 
national diet*'of tlitH^^gdom ol Nor- 


w'ay halving on the 4th instant unani- 
mously acknowledged and elected us 
constitutional King of Norway, we 
pst^rday, by the hands of our welli* 
peloied son, Charles John, Crown 
prince of Sweden and Norway, and 
generalissimo of the sea and land forces 
of bothr kingdoms, deposited with the 
diet our oath to gove'rn the kingdom 
of Norway according to its constitu- 
tion and laws, and received the oath 
of the diet to us and to the :onstitu- 
tidi). The great object of our wishes 
is thus accomplished, and the last :eal 
is affixed to the union of the two na- 
tions of the Scandinavian peninsula* 
Norwegians 1 henceforward you have 
sacred claims on our heart and on our 
paternal solicitude. Your fidelity and 
attachment will be the return for the 
new duties which we have to fulfil 
towards you, and the most satisfactory 
reward which a good king can de- 
sire.— -The fundamental law which 
yoi^r representatives have adopted in 
concert with our commissioners, and 
which we have solemnly received and 
approved, will serve as a guarantee 
both ©f your rights and your future 
prosperity. Bear in mind that these 
valuable blessings are only to be pre- 
served by respect for religion and so- 
cial order, and that the sanctity of 
rights always rests on the faithful per- 
formance of the duties thereto attach- 
ed. — We are aware of the difficulties 
which we have to surmount ; but we 
entertain the consoling hope, that, se- 
conded by the intelligence and energy 
of patriot-citizens, we shall be enabled 
-•O^'cessively to efface the remembrance 
and the effects of a long and disastrous 
war. It is by encouraging agricul- 
ture, by giving to commerce uninter- 
rupted activity, that the public welfare 
wul gradually resume new strength. 
The union between Sweden and Nor- 
way collecting in^je mass the hitherto 
divided powers of kingdoms, 
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fiirnisKes^ the most powerful ‘motive 
and the surest means for maintaining 
peace. The nations of the Scandina- 
vian peninsula have within themlelves 
strength to defend •their independence 
and their laws. Bey.ond its limits they 
have no real advantage to expect.-— 
May Providencg* bless our paternal ef- 
forts for your happiness! Union of 
heart and of resolution, obedience to 
the laws, energy against oppression,— 
such are^the surest foundations of 


existence of stVtes : it is by them 
that 'the north, amidst all future vi- 
cissitudes, will maintain its name, its 
liberty ’and glory, defended by the 
sea* and its mountains, and fey the 
courage of iijjs sons. — By the Juthority 
of my most gracious sovepign ana 
lord, ^ 

. Charles Johk. 

R sc HER. 

Christidniaf 11 , 1814 *. 



RUBLIC ACTS OF THE YEAR. 


1. An act to enable his majesty to ac- 
cept the services of a proportion of 
the militia out of the united kingdom, 
for the vigorous prosecution of the, 
war. 

An act for continuing to hi/i ma- . 
jesty certain duties on malt, sugar, to- 
bacco, and snuff, in Grf\gt Britain ; 
and on peinions, office, and personal 
estates, in England ; for the service 
of the year 1814. ^ 

8. An act for raising the sum of 
22,000,0001. by way of annuities. 

4. An act to continue, until six 
weeks after the commencement of the 
next session of parliament, an act, pass-' 
ed in the last session of parliamenti in- 
tituled an act to continue and amend 

an hdt of the present session, ^to pre- 
vent the issuing and circulating of 
pieces of gold and silver, or other me- 
tal, usually called tokens, except such 
as are issued by the banks of England 
and Ireland respectively. 

5. An act to indemnify f uch persor^ 

in the united kingdom as have dmitted 
to qualify tfiemselves^for offices and 
employ^nts, and^'for extending the 
timer^mited for those purposes re- 
spectivelyflfttil day of March, 

1815^,; and to permit' such persons in 
Great Britain at. hava^miju^tfl to make 
and file tffi^avita*^ 0 f execution of 


indentures of cWks to attornies and 
solicitors, to make and file the same^ 
on or before the first day of Hilary 
term, 1815. 

6. An act to stay, until the 20th 
day of April, 1814, proceeding in ac- 
tions, under an act, passed in the 4Sd 
year of his present majesty, to amend 
the -IWs relating to spiritual persons. 

7« An act to continue, until the 
25th day of March, 1815, and amend 
an act for regulating the drawbacks 
and bounties on the exportation of su- 
gar from Ireland. 

8. An act to provide for the charge 
of the addition to the public funded 
debt of Great Britain, for the service 
of the year 1814. 

An act for fixing the commence- 
ment and termination of licences, to 
be granted for the distillation of spirits 
from corn or grain in Scotland. 

10. An act to amend an act, passed 
in the 51 st year of the reign of his 

''"^sent majesty, intituled an act to 
permit the interchange of the British 
and Irish militias respectively. - 

11. An act for extending- the pro- 
visions of an act, passed in the 46th 
year of his present majesty { for making 
better provision Jor soldiers) to ser- 
jeantS'Of the milifht 

12. An act to enal^Ms majesty to 
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augment^the 60th regiment to ,ten bat- 
talionsi by enlistment of foreigners. 

13. An act for giving effect to cer- 
tain engagements of his majest^ with 
the Emperor of the Russias and 
the King of Prussuy for furnishing a 
part of the pecuniary Succours for as- 
sisting his majesty’s said allie|f.in 8up% 
porting the expenses of the war with 
France. 

14. 'An act to provide that proper- 
ty vested in the accountantigeneral of 
the high court of Charycery as sjuch, 
shall, upon his death, removal, or re- 
signation, vest, from time to time, in 
those who shall succeed to the ofEce. 

15. An act for tlys more easy reco-^ 
very of debts in his majesty’s colony 
of New South Wales. 


izing duty on Scotch salt brought to 
England. 

22. An act to continue, until the 
2Sth day of March, 1815, sm act of 
tljQ 52d year of his present Inajesty, 
for the more effectual prese^ation of 
the peace, by enforcing th|f duties of 
watching atid warding. w 

23. An actjjo amend an act of the 
53d year of his jtiajejty’s reign, inti- 
tuled an act for the relief of insolvent 
debtors in England. 

24*. An act for further continuing, 
until the 25th day of March, 1815, 
certain* bounties ar|i drawbacks on 
the exportation of sugar from Great 
Britain ; and for suspending the Coun- 
tervailing duties and bounties on sugar, 
when the duties imposed b^r an act of 


16. An act to explain an act of the^ the 49th year of his present majesty 
41 St year of his present majesty, for shall be suspended. 


declaring what persons shall be disa-^ 
bled from sitting and voting in the 
House of Commons of the united king- 
dom of Great Britain and Irelae4- 

17. An act to enable his maje^y to 
accept the services of a proportion of 
the militia of the city of London, out 
of the united kingdom, for the vigo- 
rous prosecution of the war. 

Is. An act for raising the sum of 
10,500,0001. by exchequer bills, for . 
the service of Great Britain, for the 
year 1814. 

19. An act enable his majesty to 
accept the services of the local militia, 
out of their counties, under certain re- 
strictions, and nntil the 25th day of 
March, 

20. act to explain and amend «m 


2^. An act for punishing mutiny 
and*desertion ; and for the better pay- 
ment of tl^army and their quarters* 

26* An actrfor repealing the duties 
of customs on madder imported into 
Great Britain ; and for granting other 
duties in lieu thereof ; to continue in 
force until the 5th day of January, 
1817. 

27. An act to rectify a mistake in 
an act of the present session of parlia- 
ment, for repealing the duties of cus- 
toms on madder impor^d GreaX 
Britaig, and for granting other duties 
in lieu thereof. 

28. An act for the relief of certain 
insolvent debtors in England. ^ 

29. An act to charge an additional 
duty of customs on brandy, imported 


act, passed in the presrnt sessidlHs&Mi^nto Greats Britain for the purpose of 
parliament, for enabling hi^ majesty ejfponatibn, aad which shall be taken 


to accept the services of a proportion 
of the militia out of the united king- 
dom, for the. vigorous prosecution of 
the war and to extend the provisions 
thereof to th^,regment of miners of 
Cornwall and Drnm. ^ , 

21. charging an equal- 


out of warehouse for home consump- 
tion, befote the ^>l8t day o/ Marcli, 
18f4. ^ • 

3Qfe* An Qontfciii^USitjll the 

25th day of Mkfch,,lSl5, from 
thenje to thewd jjf Ibe theft next 
session of stveral laws re- 
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lating to the tran8por|.ation of felons and neajr' the metropolis ; an<Jl for ma- 
and other offenders, and to the aiubo- king other provisions in lieu thereof ; 
rizing the removal of offenders to tem- to continue in force until the Ist day 
porary places of coiiEnement ta £ag<* of ju&ie, 1820, and from thence until 
Uiid and Scotland* . ^ the eapiratibn of weeks from the 

31. act for the regulating of commencement of | Ae then next session 
his maje»f*s royal marine forces while of parliament* 

on shore*\ • i . 38. for allowing a certain 

32. An act to am^d the several proportion of the Lofidon militia to 

acts for preventmg iHicit distillation of enlist into the regular forces for the 
spirits in Ireland. * vigorous prosecution of the war; also, 

S3* An act to continue, until the a Certain proportion to enlist annually 
26ih day of March, 1815, an act, into the regu^r forces ; and for com* 
made in the parliament of Ireland, in pletihg the said militia* * 

the 27th year of ^is present majesty, S9.* An act for raising the 
for the better execution of the law and 5,000, 0001* by exchequer bills for the 
preservation of the peace within coun* .^rvice of Great pritain, for the year 
ties at large, as amended by an act of 1814* 

the 36th of his majesty. 40. An act to remove doubts re- 

34. Ad act for the further regula- specting the payment of drawback on 
tion of the tradb to and from the {daces ^the exportation of French wine in cer- 
within the limits of the charter of the ^tain cases. 

East India company. ‘ 41. An act to continue, until the 

35. An act to extend th&period for 1st day of July, 1814, an act made in 

allowing importations from, and ex- the of his present majesty’s 

portations within the limits of the reign,* to suspend the importation of 
charter of the East India company, in British or Irish made spirits into Great 
ships not British built, until theUst Britain or* Ireland respectively. 

day of January, 1815* 42. An act to repeal an act of the 

36. An act to repeal the duties of 52d year of his present majesty, for 
customs payable on goods, wares, and the punishment of persons destroying 
merchandize, imported isto Great Bri- ; stocking or lace frames, or any articles 
tain from any port or place within the in such frames, and to make other pro- 
limits of thy^^fharter granted to the visions instead thereof. 

united company of merchants o^ Eng- 43. An act to vest*" in trustees cer- 
land trading to the East Indies ; and tain messuages, lands, tenements, and 
to grant other duties in lieu thereof ; hereditaments, for extending the pre- 
and to establish farther regulations for sent lines and works, and for erecting 
the better security of the revenue on other works and buit^i/gs at and near 
goods so imported ; and to alter fhe Portsmouth and Hilaea, in the, county 
periods of making up and^presenting^^^^uthampton. 
certain accognts of the saidScompafiy 44. An act to continue, until the 
to parliament $ to continue in force 20th day of May, 1814, an act {^ssed 
until the 10th day of April, 1819. in this session of parliament, intituled 
act for repealing an *act an act to stay, until the zOtb day of 
made in. thoigflst^yli^^^his present April, 1814, proceedinga in actions, 
majestv, for the morq effectual a^mi- under an act passed in 4Sd year of 
nistrauon of the^offic^f a justice of his prq^ent majest^>^ amend the laws 
the peace, in*sucR the coun- relating to spiritual 

ties of Middlesex and as lie in 45. An act to continue ithe period 

I - ir. . ' 
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for purchasing the legal quays in the 
port of jtontion. 

4?(). An act for altering the period 
during which writs of assisttince shall 
remain in force. • * 

47. An act to ^ntinue» until the 
25th day of Marcfl, 1817» an act of 
the 52d year of his present miu^sty, to* 
regulate the , separation of damaged 
from sound coflFee, and to permit deal- 
ers to send out any quantity of cofftpe 
not excaeding eight poun(|p wei^t» 
without permit. ^ * 

18. An act to revive and make ^ei> 
pc^ual certain acts for consolidating 
and extending the several laws in force* 
for allowing the importation and ex-* 
portation of certain articles into and 
ij|pm certain ports in the West Indies. 

49. An act to revive and conttnue. 


current value of such coin ; and for 
other purposes therein mentioned. 

53. An act to enable the commis* 
sioners-of his majesty’s treasury to is- 
sue exchequer bills, on the 

|;Uch aids or suppUes as .have/been or 
shall be granted by patiiam^t for the 
service of Great Britain fgf the year 
1814. 

54. An act^fodiscontinue proceed^ 
ings in. certain actions already com* 
menced, and to ffrevent vexatious suits 
against spiritual persons, under an act 
passed in the 43d year q& his present 
majesty $ and furthw to continue* uum 
tit the 20lh day of July, 1814* an act 
of the present session of parhament* 
for staying proceedings under the said 
act. 

55* An act for fixing tUfe rates of 


until the expiration of nine months* subsistence to he paid^to innkeepers 


after the conclusion of the war with 
the United States of America, an act 
made in the last session of parliament* 
to authorize the importation a»<J ex- 
portation of certain articles intcj and 
from the West Indies, South America* 
and Newfoundland* 

50. An act to amend so much of an 

act of his present majesty, for repeal- 
ing the several duties of customs, and 
granting other duties in lieu thereof, 
as relates to the duties payable on salt 
exported. • 

51. An act to revive and further 
continue until nine months after the 
conclusion of the present war* arf act 
of the 7th year of King George II., 
for the free itnpQ^'tation of cochineal 
and indigo 


and others on quartenng soldiers. 

56. An act to amend and render 
more effe^ual an act of his present 
maiesty* im* 4 nCouraging the art of 
making new models and casts of busts# 
and omer things therein mentioned $ 
and*for giving further encouragement 
to such arts* 

57. An act to repeal the schedule 
annexed to an act of the 45th year 

,*of his present* majesty* by which the 
drawbacks and bounties on sugar ex- 
ported are to be ascertained* and aulv 
stitutigg another in lieu thereof*; • mid 
to permit the importation of sugar* 
coffee, and other articles, the promice 
of Martinique, Mariegalante* Stint 
Eustatia, Saint Martin, and Saba, un- 
dei|the same duties ahdtv^ulatbos as 
52. An act to revive and cont^iini ^i^imilar arises of the British fdanta- 
during the continuance of any act un- ti^ns^to lontinue until tlyr Stb day of 


posing any restriction an the j^ovemor 
and company of the bank of England, 
with respect to payments in cash, . an 
act of the 52d year of his present ma- 
jesty, for making mpre effectual {Pro- 
vision for prwnt^fg the curreqjt gold 
coin of theyijalmirom being paid or 
accepted a greater value thaji the 


April, ms. 

58. An jset to continue, during the 

present ho ^^ ies with t^e United 
States of netihf .the 4Sd 

yeaj of his pK^nt majesty* for ’the 
better proteejini o^he traded the 
unit<.^l kingtlop. ^ ^ 

59. An^ict to aUow ships taken 
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and condemned for being need in car- and circuit courts ofjusticiary of Scot- 
rying on the slave trade to be register- land, in certain cases j and for allow, 
ed as British-built ships. • ing appeals to the circuit courts of 

60. An act for the better preventing justiciar)-; in civil cases, to a certain 

the emi ezalement of his maje8j;j*8 amount, . , * 

cordageL ; 68. An act for me better regulation 

61. Am act to amend an act of the of ecclesiastical courts in Ireland • and 
22d year\if his present majesty, inti- .for the-^pore easy recovery of church 
tilled an act to p.«s;ent the granting rates and tithes, * ■ 

in future any patent plllce, to be ex- 69. An act to permit the exporta- 

ercised in any colony or plantation, tion of corn, grain, meal, malt, and 

now or at any time hereafter belong- flo'hr, frop any part of the united 

ing to the crown of Great Britain, for kingdom, without payment of duty, 

any longer term than during such time or receiving of bounty. 

as the grantee thycof, or person ap- 70, An act for the furthrt- ISiW 

pointed thereto, shall discharge the provement of the land revenue of the 

duty thereof in person, and behave vrown. , 

well therein. 71, An act to revive and continue, 

62. An act to amend several acts until the 5th day of July, 1819, the 

for erecting or establishing public manufacture of Maidstone geneva, 
infirmaries or iiospitdls, in Ireland, so ' 72. An act for permitting a trade 

far as relates to the surgeons and .between the United Provinces and 
apothecaries of such infirmaries or*nos- certain colonies now in his majesty’s 
pitah* \ possession. 

63. An act to amcnds^tveral acts An act to continue, until the 

for enabling his majesty’s postmaster fifth.day of July, 181.5, certain ad- 
general of Ireland to purchase pre- ditional duties of excise in Great Bri- 
mises for the enlargement of the gine- tain* 

ral post-office in the city of Dublia. 74 .. An act for granting to his ma- 

64. An act to continue, until the jesty a sum of money to be raised by 

Sth day of July, 1815, certain tempo- lotteries. ^ 

rary or war duties of customs on the . 75. An act for raising the sum of 

importation of goods, wares, and mer- I,7l6,6e6;. ISs. id. Irish currency, 
<;liandize mg«eat Britain. by treasury ‘bills, for the service of 

B5.. An act to repeal certain duties Ireland, for the year 1814. 
on French goods imported into Great 76. An act for raising the sum of 
Britain, and on foreign hides exported 24,000,000/. by way of annuities, 
to France, and to grant other duties 77, An act to amend an act of the 
on French goods so imported. 53d year of his majesty, for 

66. An act to repeal the dutie8|,on repealing the duties payabipron the 
teak-wood aaH other ship^timber im;i.,fliiBponation of wine, the produce of 
ported froni^he East Indie*} wd«Eo the Cape of Good Hope, and its de- 
rejieal 8W .^piuch of an act of tiie 1 9th pendencies, and charging other duties 
year of his late majesty, fs exempts m lieu thereof. 

captatts y wsscls con^ from the 78. An aci; tp repeal so much of an 
East IndMits feom, of having act passed in the 9th and 10th year of 

foreign-made sails. I , the’ reign of King^^WilUam the 8d, and 

67. An act t^alloVt viva voce ver- of another act pasSsd in the 28th year 
diets to be return^a to^l^high c'ourts of his present majest^^^pects the 
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removal of wool, within a certain dis^ on certain aorta of ^88 made in Ire- 
tance of the sea. land, and to grant and all ovficer tain 

79. An act for rainng the sum of countervailing duties and drawlacksin 

6, 000, (XX)/. by exchequer bills, fof the resf^ect thereof. . : 

service of Great Bi^aio, for the year • 88* An act to amend th/ several 
rl8l4. ' ‘ acts for regulating and •e^ing the 

80. An for raising the^S-um of'' collectJbn of thf cmtp^MirMpirits dis*- 
1,500, OCX)/, by exchequer bills, for the tilled in Ireland^***^*"^ 

service of Great Britain, for the year 89. An ape foi» the* charge of the 
1814. • * ^ further fldmtion to the public funded 

81. Afi act to continue, until the debt of Great Kntain, for the service 


5th day of J^y, 1815, and to am^nd 
sevc'ral acts foK granting certain i^jates* 
a(id^ ditties, and for aim wing certain 
drawbacks and bounties on goods, 
wares, and merclianditie, imported in- 
to and exported from Ireland, and to 
grant until the said 5th day of. July, 
1815, certain new duties on the im- 
portation, and to allow drawbacks on 
the exportation of certain goods, wares, 
and merchandize, into and from Ire- 
land, and to make further regulations 
for securing the collection of the*8aid 
duties. • 

82, An act to grant his majesty du- 
ties upon auctions in Ireland, in lieu 
of for mer duties thereon, and to pro- 
vide for the regulating and securing 
the collection of the said duties, and 
to prevent frauds therein. 

8 ,‘ 5 . An act for the more effectual 
regulation of the receipts and issues of 
his majesty’s treasury, and for securing 
the due application of money coming 
into the hands of the public account- 
ants in Ireland. 


of the year 1814. ^ 

90. An act to exolain and extend 
an act, passed in th3 43d year of bis 
present mSjesty, intituled an act for 
remedying defects in the law relative^ 
to the building and repairing of county 
bridges, andmther works maintained 

the expence of the inhabitants of 
counties in England, and for extend- 
•ing the said act to bridges apd other 
works maintained at the expence of 
hundreds. ^ 

91. An aefto^^end so much of an 
act, passed in the 43d year of her late 
majeii^y Queen Elizabeth, as concerns 
the time of appointing overseers of 
the poor. 

92. An act to secure the payment 

of stamp duties on probates and fetters 
of administration, and on receipts for 
property obtained by legacy, or intes- 
tacy, in Ireland. ^ * 

93. An act for regulating the pay- 
ment of navy prize-money, and the 
transmission of accounts and pay* 
ment of balances to Greenwich nos* 


84. An act fSTVgulating the time||pital. 

of holdtn^the Mlhhaelmas quar ter* 94) An act to grant%Uitional an- 
scssions in England. to jpe^es dt the cemrts of ses- 

85. An act for raising the sum of sion, jtsyciary, and excfmqufr, in 

3,000,000/. by way of^annuities, for Scotland, wHb had resigned they of- 
the service of Ireland. * * fices pefor^ augmentation of 

86. An act for regulating the pay- salanes judge^f those 

ment of army prize-money, and ty courts. ' 

provide for the paymeiQli^f unclaimed 95. •An act to enable to 

and forfeited share^to Chejisei: hos« grant addition^l^nmj^t^tbe judges 
pital. ^ ^ of the court of KJngVbrKicb, judges 

87. An actAo duties of excise of the courta of Common Picas and 
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Exchequer, in Ireland, on the re8igiia*\ ported into Ireland, from any port or 
tion of ^eir offices. .» place within the limits of the charter 

96. 4^n act to amend an actj passed granted to the united company of mer- 

in the vUh year of Queen Elizabe^tlu chants of Englantorading to the East 
intituled an aCt containing divers orderw Indies ; and to e^ablish further regu- 
for artiibers, labourei*8, servants of lations for the better security of the < 
husbandry, .i^'^.^Dprentices. •* 'revenueron goods so ijnported. 

97. An act to until the Ist 104*. An act for maintaining and 

day of August; 181^5, slyerai laws rc- keeping in repair certain roads and 
lating to the duties gUks '^made in bridges made in Scotland, for the 
Great Britain ; for granting an ex- purpose tof military commotiication ; 
cise duty on common glass bottles ancj for making more effiittual provi- 
imported ;^nd for the further pre- sion/or maintaining and repairing roads 
vention of frau<ls in the exportation made, and bridges built, in Scoti^id, 
of glass. ' under the authority of the parliamen- 

An act to empower the auditor ^ tary commissioners for Highland roads 

f eneral of the accounts in Spain and and bridges. 

^ortugaUo examine accounts of public 105. An act to remove doubts as to 
expenditure i{) France. , the duties and taxes heretofore impo- 

99. An act to continue, until the sed and levied under the authority of 
S5th day of March, 1815, an qct of* the several governments in the East 
the 44th year of his present majesty, Indies, 

to continue the resmc ^^ is contain^ 106. An act to remove doubts as 
in several acts of his'*' ^sent majesty to <,the allowance of drawbacks upon 
on payments of cash by the Bank of bibbs and books of prayer to the 
England. ^ king's printers, under an act passed 

100. An act to repeal the schedule in the S4th year of his present ma- 
annexed to an act of the 47th year of jesty. 

his present majesty, by which the 107. An act to render valid certain 
drawbacks and bounties on sugar ex* indentures for the binding of parish 
ported from Ireland aVe to be ascer«» apprentices, and certificates of the set- 
tained, and to substitute anotlier sche* tiement of poor persons, 
dule in licMi^iltfereof ; and to permit the 108. An act to repeal two acts of 
importation into Ireland of sugar, cof- the 80th and 82d years of King Charles 
fee, and other articles, the produce of the 2d, for burying in woollen, and for 
Martinique, Mariegalante, Ouada* in<lemnifying persons against penalties 
loupe. Saint Eustatia, Saint Martin, for offences committed against the said 
and Saba, undfr the same duties and^acts. 

re^julations^^ similar articles dP th e _ 109. Afl‘ act tsf amend asvuct of the 
British plajitations j to continue year of his present majesty to ex- 

the 5th,dny of April, ^ plain, amend, and reduce into one act, 

Ao act for the iftore effectual the statutes now in force for the amend- 
pm^niion of child*ste^ag« ^ roent and preservation of the public 

IvA l^kn^act liighways Within England, and for 

end of the ^ext^setaromBt parliament, either purpo^ 
several acts relattnW to the British 1 10. An at*t4:o prevent the embez- 
white herring ^ , zleteent qf certafnq^operiy belonging 

lOS* An act to grant, ^until the lOth to the hospital for^a«»en at Gr^en- 
day of April, 1819, certain duties on wick, and to ainend so^sl^ach of an act 
goods, wares, and mcrcKandrzc, inot* of the parliament of li^land the 
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33d year of his present majesty as re- 
lates to payments to out-pensioners 
of the said hospital residing in 
land. * • 

111* An act to cclntinue certain acts 
, of the parliament o\F Ireland for pr^ 
venting the importation of anpej gun^ 
powder^ and amhiunition» and the ma- 
Kingt removing, selling and keeping of 
gunpowder, arms, and ammunition 
without licence. , ^ 

112. A\jact for the, further en- 

cov.ragement^ fever hospitals in Ire- 

lj£,diw . . 

113. An act to vest in his majesty. 


^nlyastlie same |•eIate8 to the more 
fjMsy providing a maintenanct for pa* 
nah clctks, and to encourage tK build- 

I ‘ng,of new churches. ^ 

I 118. An act to grant to bis majesty 
certain stamp duties in Ireland, and 
to explain aiVid made iu 

the fifty- secoiuf^^SlSlfm his majesty's 
reign, for g^ntipg ^amp duties in 
Ireland.^ j 

119. An act to repeal certain duties 
upon letters and packets, sent by the 
post within I reland ; aiff5 to grant 
other duties in lieu thereof. 

120. Aft act to amend several M,$ 
his heirs, and succj^ssors, for ever, ^ relating to the revenues, matters and 


part of the grounds and buildings now- 
belonging to the society of King's 
Inn, Dublin, for tlie erecting thereon 
a repository for public records iu Ire- 
land. 

114. An act to amend an act, made 

iu the last session of parliament, for 
the relief of insolvent debtors in*]^e- 
land. ^ 

115. An act to amend an act of the 
parliament of Ireland, for preventing 
the pernicious practice of burning land, 
and for the more effectual destroying 
of vermin. 

116. An act to repeal the several 
laws for recovery of small sums due 
for wages, in Ireland ; an'd to make 
other provisions fbr recovery of such 

wagesS, 

117. An act to extend, as far'aa 
relates to the building of new churcheSj 


tilings under the management of the 
commissioneris of customs |ud port 
^duties, and of the commiasioners of 
inland excise and taxes m Ireland* 

^ 12j. An act to repeal the additional 

duties of excise on French wine im* 
ported, and^f sgjfiu exported from 
the warehowt /rand authorising the 
re-payment of the additional duty m 
respect of French wines found in dea« 
lers' Itocks ; and authorising the com- 
missioners of excise duties to repay or 
remit duties paid on liquors lost by 
accidental staving before landing# 

/ 122. An act' to alter the mode of 
declaring the value of goods imports * 
ed into or exported frdlui%fireat 
tain. ^ 

123* An act to amend an act of the 
39th and 40th year of his present ma« 
jesty, to prevent frauds and abuses ia 


an act of the p!&^ameat of Irclandy^lift trade of hopu ^ 
passed in jlje 33d yW /f the rei gn o^ w IS^, An act to permi^jhe importa- 
his late m^sty King George the^r of tobacco and snuff ilto the port 


intituled an act for reviving and amen^ 
ing an act passed in the 23d year of 
his present majesty's intituled, 

an act for amending, conpnuirig, and an act made 


of A xj 

125* AH act to continue, trail the 
end of tiie iMu|t session of parlia^nt. 


46th yepr of his 
Ifr Apei^ittiog the 


de uuHhe 

making more effectual, theVveml acu present raajefl^,Y<ir ^ ^ 
now in force in this kij^dom, for theN importation of niasts, yi^rds, h|pw- 
more easy recovery of tithes and c^her sprits, and timh^/r foj^av|l purposes, 
ecclesiastical of small value, and from?' Uic British cdmnics in North 
also for the^more easy providing a America. 

mainte#iauce Jor p^h clerks/' so far » J2fi»An net to alter and extend aa 
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act passed in the 8th year of Kina 135. An act to further explain and 
George it., for reliefer shipwreck* amend an-act of the 50th year of his 
marineif and distressedpersona, being present majesty^a reign, far repealing 
his majesty’s subjects, in the kingd^nf certain parts of se^ral ^cts relating to 

of Portugal* t the limiting the nimber of persons to 

127. An act to permit the expor- he carried by stagfe coaches in Ireland* 

tation toVwC:^;^.’?S^art8 from Scotland ISS.SAn act For enabling the com- 
and Ireland of 'fiBt<i\^ck)th without missioners of the northern light-houses 

stamps. • • to purchase the island and light of, 

128. An act to amend 'ihe several May, at the entrance of the Frith of 

acts for regulating tnb foundling hos- F^rth, fcM* enabling the commissioners 
pital in Di^in. of {he treasury to adva|K^ a certain 

129. Anact to grant to his majesty sum of money towardf^that purpobe» 

rates and duties/ and to allow draw- and tor amending several acts in IregS'fd 
backs and bounties on certain goods, to the northern light- houses, 
wares, and merchandize, imported in- ^ 137. An act for rendering the pay- 

to, and exported from Ireland, in lieu ment of creditors more equal and ex- 
of formec.rates and duties, drawbacks, peditious in Scotland. 

and bounties., , 138. An act to enable the trustees 

130. An act to continue, until three appointed by an act of the 49th year 
months after the ceasing of any re- ♦ of his present majesty, for the im- 
striction imposed on the bank of Eng- provement of the passage across the 
land from issuing ca^in^yment^ the Frith of Forth, called the Queensfer- 
sevcral acts for connfmmg and cpnti- ry,itb carry the same into execution, 
nuing the restrictions on payments in 1^9. An act to rectify a mistake in 
cash by the bank of Ireland. ^ an act of this session of parliament, for 

1 3 1. An act to provide for the bet- raising the sum of 24 millions by way 
ter execution of the law in Ireland, by of annuities. 

appointing superintending magistrates 140. An act to amend several acts 
and additional constables in counties of the parliament of Ireland, for grant* 
in certain cases. " ing certain annuities. 

* 132. An act to repeal the duty pay* 141. An act to alter so much of an 
in Imtkxltd on certain houses or act, made in the 52d year of his pre- 
tenements, under the annual c'alue of sent majesty, as relates to the duties 
ten pounds. payable in respect of killing of game. 

133. An act for better enabling the 142. An act to permit the exporta- 

commissioners of stamps to make al- tion of tea to the British colonies in 
lowances for spoiled stamps on poli*||||America, Gu^rnse^fiOersey, Europe, 
cies of insuttflice in Great Britain/ and ^hd Africa, paym^in^of duty, 

for prifventTOg frauds relaliqg thereto^^^*n^3. An acV to repeal the duties 

134. 'lAn act to continue|. /IStif the granted by an act passed in the 11th 

Ist January, 181^ and to year of his present majesty, for re* 

ameqd several acts for ^j;Owing ixnpor- pairing, ame^ing, and supporting the 
tatioh frhm| and exuAj^tions to the several harnpurs and sea-ports in the 
places 'withji:i tbft: the charter is|e of Man^ and for granting new du- 

of the East IncMa Cqmpany, in, ships ties in lieu tk^eof; and, for ^ving 
not British J>uil^ and/or the « better further powers to ^he commissioners 
maiu^^enance and care oi lascars^and appointed under the taid«act. 

other Asiatic seamen arriving in this 14*4. An act for bettedjsecuring the 
kingdom. ^ ^ stamp duties on sea h»8i<^ni:es\,macje 
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)n Londbn/and for altering the period rendering more efFcctOJal the several 
for taking otit stamp-office certificates zftsi for the purcbaie of bnildiijgs and 
by attornies and others in En^and. further iipprovement of the stress and 
145. An act to take away corrup- places near to Westminster ha^ and 
tion of blood save in iVertaifi cases. * , thk houses of parliament, and for 

1 rO. An act to aiWr the punish- otAcr purposes therein mentioned, 
ihenl in certain cases or high treason. * „ 155. An a(;t to repeal an act for ci« 

147. An act f^r the better rtgula- I abli«hin^ r(gu]ation^^»^:j;/ctmg aliens 
tion of the drivers of licensed coaches ; arriving in or re^ rent in this kingdom, 
for explaining and amending an act in certain caq^Jf aird f<Hr%ub8tituting 
passed in*the 48th year of his present other proVisfons y/til the end of the 
majesty, relarii^ to hackney cdaches ;• next session of parliament in lieu 
and for authoring the licc^ising of sa. thereof. ^ 

limitc<J number ol^ackney chariots^ ’ l.'ib. An act to amyul the several 
14S. An act for imposing an excise acts for thbej^couragement of learning, 
fluty on silk handkerchiefs sold by the securing the copies and copy-right 
East India Company Tor home con- of printed books, to the authors of 
sumption. such books, or their assigns. 

149. An act to regulate, until the 157. An act for the better regula- 

rnd of the next session of parliament, tk>n of the conduct- of thq^ business of 
the trade in spirits between Great Bri- the office of works, and the expendi* 
tain and Ireland, reciprocally. tfire thtreof. 

150. An act to consolidate and 158. An a^t to continue, for one 

amend the regulations contained in ge- year,, certain *{^8 the better pre» 
vcral acts of parliament, for imposing vention and piinishment of|ttempts to 
[uid levying of fines upon parishes, seduce persons serving in his majesty’s 
townlands, and other places, in respect forces by sea or land from their duty 
of the unlawful distillation of spirits and allegiance to his majesty, or to in- 
in Ireland. cite them to mutiny or disobedience. 

151. An act to repeal an act passed 159. An act for the better regnla^^ 
in the 52d year of his present majesty, tiop of the several ports, harbours, 
for better regulating the office of roSd-steads, souoUs. channels, bays, 
igent-gcneral for volunteers ^nnd local . and navigable rivers in tbetmited king- | 
militia, and for thj more effectually dom, and of hi^ m:^jesty’s 

regulating the said office, and to make yards, arsifnals, wharfs, moorings, and 
Further provisions for the regulation stores therein, and for repealing scvc- 
the office of agent-general. ral acts passed for that purj>ose. 

152. An act toj^epeal certain parts J60. An act to enable his majesty 
an act made in Tlit^thKear of the yf settle an annuity up«^her Royal 

•eign of hi8i(^:Miesent ml^sy, for re^pjili^ *Highn|S8 the Princess oPWales du- 
ating the making, keeping, and car- /rin^ tljjeif^’ lives of his ma|e8ty4nd 
"iage of gun-powder> within Great I of herio-/|Q*ijghneBS. • V 

Britain.' I An act for settling and s^u- 

155. An act to regulate^he an, annuitjf^on Arthur Dubefrf 

nent of drawback on pape/ allowed I Wellington, and^ his heirs for 

othe universities in Scotland. Ofmpowering the lord ^ 

154. An ipt for furtVifr a^sendinge^f lords c<immir»8ion?rs of the i^asui^, 
md enlarging tb% powers of m act ty adduce out tl^cpi^sdl^dated 
he 46tH year of his present majesty, funds of Great Britain a sum of 
ntftuled‘ an ac# for consolidatilDg and **^7^ annuity to pirr- 

PAHt h^tU WL. It. • *5 • 2 b 
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chase an estat)^^ in order to accomp^ ny in exercise of certain powers deeds* 
the sgid title, in consideration ot the wills, and other instrutnents* 
eminrit and signal services performed 1691 An act for making certain re- 
by tle^ said Duke of WellingU^^ to guladon^ respecting the postage of 
his majesty and to the public ; andffor ship -letters* anp ot letters in Great 
making further provision for the dis-y Britain, / ' ^ 

posal money gipanted by 170. A^ act to repeal certain pro-* 

an act of tffi^kii^’session of parlia- visions in local acts for the mainte-*' 
ment, for j^renasings^ estate for the nance and regulation of the poor, and 
said Duke, uicn Mar^hpd, of Welling- to make^ other proyisipns in relation 
^ ^theret^. 

162. A^ act for settling and secu- * 171. Att act to emp^er the cOm- 

ring anNanuity on Lord Beresford*- ihissioners of his mavwty's treasr^ to 
an<r the persons to whom the title of re*8tore seizures, oj^ remit of'* inklgate 
Lord Betesford shall descend, in con- fines, penalties, or forfeitures incurred, 
sideration of his eminent services, ^ concerning an>y laws relating to the 

163. An act for settling and secu- customs or excise, or navigation arid 
ring an annuity on Lord Combermere, trade of Great Britain. 

andt the two next persons to whom the 172. An act for repealing the da* 
title of Lbrd Combermere shall efe- ties payable in Scotland upon distillera 
acend* in consideration of his emineijt wash, spirits, and licenses, and for 
services. granting other duties in lieu thereof. 

164. Ati act for settling and secu- 173. An act to alter and amend 

ring an annuity^Jh ijsird Exmduth, pertain of the powers and provisions 
and the persons to whom the title of several acts passed for the redemp- 
Lord Exmouth shall descend, in con- tion and sale of the land-tax, and for 
sideration of his eminent services. making further provision for the re- 

165. An act for settling and secu- demption thereof 

ring an annuity on Lord Hill, and 174. An act for letting to farm the 
the persons to whom the title of Lord post-horse duties. 

Hill shall descend, in consideration', of 175. An act to explain and amend 
his eminent services. several acts relating to spiritual per- 

^nd secu- ‘ sons holding of farms, and for enfor- 
’ling ah annuity on Lord Lynedoch, cing the residence *of such persons on 
and the persons to whom the title of their benefices in Englanc^ for one 
Lord Lynedoch shall descend, in con- >e4r, and from thence until six weeks 
sideration of his eminent services. after the meeting of the then next scs- 
167. An act for applying a certain sion of par%mein^ 
sum of mm^y arisen, or to aris^t front • 176. Anlf a^Jt for defraying the 

ceruin dfties granted Jto l^ij^majefUiy t^fiarge of th{’ pay and cto^^ing of the 
duri^tht continuance o^^. jj^ieseiit ^ocal militia in Great Britain for the 
war,^d for applying oefliiin nr^ies Wear 1814. 

thwein tpentioned for the service %.f ^ 177. for defraying the 

tb^yeay 1814; and forfurther 'appro- ^ j^ebarge orahe pay and clothing of the 
priatin^tke ^pplies granted in this jtnilitia of Ireland, and for making al- 
sessiotii pfparlTameht. ^ ^grtain cases to subaltern 

168* An a^ to ajpend the laws re- oificers of the said militia duringpeace- 
ejecting thfe attestation of •r.stYiKjients f78. An act to continue so much 
of appointment and revocation ^ade of an act, made in the vear of hia 
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present nujesty’s reigD» foV authori- 
zing the biUetting and subjectjng to 
military discipliiie certain yeomanry 
corps and officers of cavalry or iafap<^ 
try» as relates to such corps in IrelandA 

179. An act to amejad an act pass-^ 
ed in the 49th year of nis present ma- 
jesty ’s reign, intitukd an act for affiend- 
u^g and reducing into one act of par- 
liament thp several laws for raising and 
training th^militia of Ireland. 

180. An a^^o provide for the pr«r ' 
serving and restoring of peace in suck 
pai tp ojF {rebind a^ay at any time be 
disAirbed by seditious persons, or by 
persons entering into ui^lawful combi* 
nations or conspiracies. 

181. An act to render more easy 
and effectual redress for assaults in 
Ireland. 

182. An act to continue, until the 
25th day of March, 1816, au act for 
regulating the trade to the Isle of 
I^lta ; and to revive and cotitin\ie| 
for the same period, several acts rela« 
ting to the trade to the Cape of GooS 
Hope ; and to the bringing and land- 
ing certain prize goods in Great Britain. 

183. An act to impose a counter- 
vailing duty of excise on bleaching 
powder imported from Ireland. 

184. An act for the effectual exa- 
mination of accounts of the receipt 
and expenditure of. the colonial reve- 
nues in the islands of Ceylon, Mauri- 
tius, Malta, Trinidad, and in the seU 
tlements of the Cape of Good Hope, 
for five years. 


1^5., An act to allow a bounty on 
thiif exportation from Great Bri|i|in of 
British-made cordage. | 

An act for the more easy ap- 
preldiding and trying of offenders e$* 
capfng from one part of the united 
king&m Jo the other. 

187. An act to reyiv;:/diuu continue, 
until the first d^ 6t JUne, 1820, and 
to amend ^ve iar ictS foi^ the more ef- 
fectual prevention depredations on 
the river Thames and its vicinity. 

188. An act for enablin(;,du8 Ma- 
jesty to raise the sum of three millions 
for the service of Great Britain, and 
f^ applying the sum of 200,0001* 
British currency for the service of 
Ireland. 

189. An act to defray the charge 
ofi the pay, clothing, and*contingent 
expenses of the disembodied militia in 
Great Britain, and of the miners of 
Cornwall and Devon, apd for granting 
allowances, in^ertaiu'eases, to suhat 
tern officers, adjutants, surgeons mates^ 
and serjeant-majors of militia, until 
the 25tifi day of June, 1818* 

190. An act for appointing com- 
missioners for carrying into execution 
an act of this session of parliaaient, 
for* granting to hi^ Majesty a duty on 
pensions and offices in England ; and 

*an act made in the 88th ^ear of his 
present Majesty, for granting aid ' 
to his Mf^esty by a land-tax to be 
raised in Great Bntaiii, for the tenrice 
of the year 1798. 
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cccx^viii EDINBURGH ANNyAL REGISTEKT 18 U. 

An Account of the Net Proiku^qfflUihe PERMitNENy^AXEso/' G reat 
Britain ; ^^ken^or Two TearSf ending respe/mvcl^ 5th January^ 
1813, and 5th January^ 1814. 

— A 


In the Year ended 
5th Jan. 1813. 


r c 

CpNSOLlIiATED. CUSTOMS - 
Ditto • Ditt^ (isleof Man), 
Ditto - « JEXCISE^-n .. 

Ditto - STAMPS • - 

PERMANENT DOTY- on CUSTOMS 
KITISH SiHiRlTO - - 1806 

Ditto lltto . J 18U 
FOREIGN Dittd - - — 

lUAND TAXES - . ‘ . 


Lottery Licences 
Quarantine Duty 
Canal and Dock Duty 
Letter Money « 

Hawkers and Pedlars 
Hackney Coaches 
Ditto .. Ditto 
^d, per lb. on Pensions - 
Is. ditto on Salaries > r 
Seizures 
proffers 

Compositions - 
Fines and Forfeitures 
Rent of a Light -House 
Ditto Alum Mines 
Alienation Duty 
Houses 

4-wheeled Carriages - 
Hair-Powder Certificates 
H orse-pc alers* Licences 
Oioci^S^d Watches * 
L^Q per Cent. 

Windows 
Houses - • 

Riding Horses , • _ 

Armorial Bearings 
Male Servants • 

4-wheeled Carriages 
Dogs 

Arrearfr^f<Taxes 

Windows 

Houser 

Hors^b f*r Husbandry 
Ditto Rrdi^ 

Male Servants 


L. 

8,85^4,928 
6,973 
14,811,233 
5,075,670 

I yrStfijSOO 0 
-]/ 4.44, i 72 0 
*1,929 0 
1,795,76(; 19 


12 Hi' 


4.whcelcd Carffages - 


/ 

jffagci 


3 i 

3 6 

4 n 


Ot 

0 

0 




. 

S,J66 

19 

0 


3,774 3 

7 




9,568 
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In the Year ended 
5th San. 1814. 

— 

L. s. 
2,943,892 11 
7,343 4 
15,871,782 1 

5,340,712 10 
390,156 18 KJ 
288,839 .19 
8,535 18 I 
28,375 0 0 , 
1,08<860 7 3i 
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ccexcijL 


In tHe Year en3ed| 
5th Jan. ISISC 


\ 


2-wheeled Carriages 
Windows .» 

Houses • 

Horses for Ridinj^ 

Horses and Mules - -• 

Horse-Dcaftrs* Licences • 
Servants - . - 

Hair- Powder - ^ - 

.Arn^orial Bearings 
Carriages 

Dogs • - - • . 

L.IO per Cent. 

♦ Consolidated. Assessed Taiei 
6*d. per lib. on^ensiona - 
Is. ditto on Salads 
6d. ditto on Pensions 
Is. ditto on Salaries 
6d. ditto on Pensions 
Is. ditto on Salaries , - 
Sd. ditto on Pensions 
Is. ditto on Salaried - ^ - 

Cd. ditto on Pensions 
Is. ditto on Salaries - ^ 







Surplus Duties a ^ 
nually granted, af-^ 
ler discharging three 
millions Exchequer' 
Bills charged thcre- 
•»n - - 


Duties annually 
granted to discharge 
three millions Ex- ■ 
chetpier Bills char- 
ged thereon 


Sugar ami Malt - 
Additional ditto - 
k Tobacco » - 
r Annual Malt 
^ Land Tax on Offices, 

^ &c. 

^ 6d. per E. on Pensionsl 
^ Is. ditto - Salaries 


. Sugar and Malt 
. Additional h/falts -| 
I Annual ditto - 
i Tobacco 

' l.iind Taxon Offices,] 

&e. / - 


Ditto. 

Sth Jan. 1814. 
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6 * 

d. 
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55,566,134 12 
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PUBUG‘AC 


lUNTS, 


ccccv 




BIST OF EA'^EliT^ 


John Craggy Esg.\ot impr^ements* 
in the facings and exterior atid interi- 
or walls of Gothic or other struc- 
tures* 

Mr^aurtce de Jonghy for iipprove- 
inentB in the manufacturing of mad- 
der. ' • 

Mr Isaac for improvements 

on stove grates. ^ * * 

Mr Samuel Tyrrell^ for a broadcast 
sowing machine. * 

Mr John Bateman, for^n improve- 
ment on musical instruments. 

Mr Thomas Wright, for an impro- 
ved composition for dying scarlet 
other colours. , 

Mr John S, Rogers, for a mode of 
making a species of wool into yarn. 

Mr Jos. White, for improvements 
in steam-engines. ® 

Mr W. Allamus Day, for a metfied 
of extractmg the mucilaginous matter 
from whale oil. 

Mr fV. Sprately, for Vin improve- 
ment on axle-trees. « 

Thomas Sbtherldfid^ for an im-»’ 
provement in the. construction of cop- 
jper and iron sugar pans and boilers. 

Laird Cochrane, for methods of re^ 
^latrm the atmospherical pressure 
in lam{^, globes, &c. ; * 

Mlr^ Ralph ^Button, fot^a security to 
prsE^int discharge df 

fowlitlf-pieces, &c. , 

Mr James Camnagk Murphy, for*s 


method of^reserving timber and oil 
substances from decav. \ 

Mr W. StockeTt for an improv 
cock for drawing liquor from cask 
Mr John Di^y, jm. for a methi 
of producing patterns of cloth of ea 
CO or linen* 

Timothy Harris, Esq, for a maebi 
for lnyingj>o colours, printing, floe 
ing, and pressing, so as to produce 
smooth fiice on paper, and other ai 
cles. 

Mr John Yallance, jun, for an i 
paratus for cooling worts, wash, &( 
Mr John Kershaw and Mr J( 
W Qod, for a moder of preparing f 
for being spun on cotton machine*' 
Mr Joseph Bramah, for applyi 
certain species of earth to prevent i 
dry rot, and serve as a substitute 
lead in paint. 

Mr Fr* Hamilton, for impro 
mebt^in optical instruments* and 
pjwratus. / * 

'Mr Richard Ffice, for an imprm 
cooking apparatus. 

\ MKjohn Buddie, for a fire-pan 
lamp, Jmid a fire-grate» for burnirjjj 
fefior coals. 

Mr James Thomson, for impre 
menu in the construction of fi 
arms* « 

Mr Dan. G(^>dall,£oT ixnprovemei 
in the manuftctiuii»|^ of English le 
crapes. ' / t 



LIST OF PATENTS. 


ccccvH 


Mr Alex. Code, for prevention and i^ents in ca/rid^s • and other ina* 
> 2 ure of the dry rot in timber, and pro- . vV 

jserving woollen, linen, &c. U-om oul- t ^/r Pwoid Gram^ov apparatus for 
dew. \ drawing off liquids impregnated with 

Mr Roarer Hc^levoood, for an* im- fix^d air. 
proved folding-screen. ^ Mr J, Bernard Logicry for appara- 

Mr Edward St€m% for a method tus for facilitating the acquirement of 
of rendering stq^pers ol^oides, d:c. executioin on the piano-forte, 
air-tight. Mr Jos, Price, for ’a method of ma- 

Mr James Barclay and Mr W, Cum^ king glgas. ^ 

ingy for qnproved wheel^S* and axle- John Vancottver, Esq. for a method 
trees* , * • s for painting surfaces with^rtain ma- 

Mr John SSaier, For improvement, terials. y * - 

a |team-boiler and apparatus* for Mr Abree PicJfering, for the sc- 
whshing and clcan^g clothes, v^arra- mirity of remittances by coaches. | ^ 
ing Closets, laundri^ Ac. / Mr WmnmMault, for iraprovt^ 

M r Marc tmmbard Brunei, for a mer thod of acting, upon machinery, 
thod of giving durability to leather* Mr William Neville, for a method 
Mr Matt Murray for improve- pf making hurdles, gates, •palisades, 
ments in hydraulic presses. trails, Ac. * 

Mr W, Alfred 2foble,*For an im- Mr William Sellars, for a method 
proved steam and fire en^ne. ‘ of la^/^ngout ropes, twine, line, thread, 

Mr Emanuel Heaton, For improve- Ac* by !nadlliner}^ ^ 

ments in the looksuand breeches of Mr George Haywood, for an inf- 
jfire-arms. • proved plan of turning rolls, and ot 

Mr J, Sparks Moline^ for an im- rolling gun and pistol barrels, 
proved method of tanning leather. Mr John Stubbs Jorden, for an im- 

Mr Jos. du Dyer, For an improve- proved method of making the lights, 
ment in machinery for manufacturing and for other improvements, in horti- 
palls. cultural buildings. 

Mr Gedree Smart, for improve- ^ ' Mr Grant Preston, for concave ca- 
ments of machinery for grinding com, 'bin stoves. 

Ac. ^ • jyfy. j^jin Buaton, Far an improved 

Mr James Wood, for an improve- method of twisting and laying Q>tto/i 
ment on the German flute. silk, anS other articles. 

Mr J, U. Rastnek, for a steam-cn- - Mr Thomat Tindall, for improve- 
gkie on d new* constiuction. ments on the steam engine. 

Mr Isaac Walton, fifr a method of Messrs John Maberly and 
making stamped fronts for ^oYps, fen* Batrow, for a method of securing car- 
ders, tea-trays, Ac. • riage glasses. _ 

Mr Jos. Roberts, for an app&ratus 3§r^W* Ft* Hamilton, for itppr^fve-’ 
to be used for man ridlers, i&rriage ments in making liquids impfegnated 
blinds, and the like^j^ * yrith carbonic acid gas. ^ * 

Mr William Wn^eld, for certain Mr B. L* Mertion, for a *mc;fliod 
improvements in carriages. of extracting jelly from sifosCances ca- 

ilfr John Read, for means of raisfng ^ble of aflbr^ng It. N * , • 
and conveying water and other flui£ Mr J, Daumn, for mhans of com- 
by earthen pi^. • • municadngm'((^^*<obmSa|^^ 

• Mr LmU Gomperts, for improvCf * €(fJ>y water or air. * * , ^ 
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Mr J, SmtXI}, for a spring llin 
for doorh and gaics* i 

Mr Dunnuge, lor a method of row- 
ing or |>ropf‘lling ves^'els. 

Mr //. IV, Vanderclefiy for a me- 
thod of purifying whale and seal oil: 

Mr , Jiillt for i;nprovem%nt8 in 
melting ahd working of iron. 

Mr W. Jonso^y for an improved 
process for m iking suit. 

Mr PV*^ t>oncastery for improve- 
ments in iwitiating vessels, accelera- 
ting the morion of carriages, &c. 

/Vfr T. S^kcs^ for improvem'ents oq 
iue*arms. * 

Mr J, Colliery for g machine for 
combing wool, flax, hemp, and cotton. 

Mr ./.« Thomson^ for a method of 
making ships ^governable. 

Mr E> C. Ilouard, for a method' 
of separating insoluble substances 
from fluids. 

Mr T. Mhchdlj for a machine fbr 
raising water to impel mafchinery. 

Mr T. iS. Pauly y for improvements 
in fire-arms. • 

Mr G. Courtaldy for a spindle for 
the nianuiacture of silk thread. 

Mr S. Erardy fbr improvements in 
musical instruments. 

Mr M. Littkiny for improvements 
in ships windlasses. 

' iJ. W, Vanderclefty for a walk- 
ing stafl* to contain a variety of artif 
cics. 

Mr R. Salmouy for machines for 
ikauking hay. 

AJessrs J. and G, Dickensoity for im- 
nrovements of machinery in making 

p»^^, «. . ' . „ 

Messrs J* Penny ana jes* Kendall^ 


pr a method of making pill and other 
small boxJs. 

'Mr fV, Lisiery for an improved 
machine for separating corn or seeds 
from straw and chaif. 

J. and P» Taylor y for im- 
provements in a weswing loom. 

Mr M. tshtjjieldy for improvements 
in mannfkcturing copper and other me- 
tallic substances. 

r Mr Jr; DobhSy for improvements in 
manufacturing machines for cutting 
'ani^ gathering grain. 

A. F, Didofy for iroprovemc:it 
in making prinrit% types. 

Mr A, BliaWy for apparatus for 
cuUing window and plate glass. 

Mr Wr SampsoHy for improvements 
in raising water. 

Mr R* PhilipSy for an improved 
plough. 

Mr J. Longhurst, for a barrel or- 
gan with a self-acting swell. 

Mr J, Walters, for improvements 
in^he cpnstruction of frame timbers 
or binds of ships. 

Mr W. llouoardy for improved ap- 
paratus for working ships, pumps^ 
chums, Ac. 

Mr E, Didoty for improvements for 
illuminating apartments by the com- 
bustion of jallow, &c. 

Mr Benickey^fov an improved 
method of manufacturing verdigris. 

Mr E, Massy, for improved chro- 
nometers and pocket watches. 

Mr IL Hally for an improved me- 
thod of preparing and spinning hemp, 
flax, 

Mr R, Barl&uoy for an instrument 
called* the hydrostatic self-blowing 
machine. . \ 4 } 



p6etic mikroh. 


JT-i. 


Mopsa. Is it true, think yoif ? 

jfuL Very, true, — a|d but a month old. 


fFe are enahledt by Ihe Idndness of the Editor^ to gratify our rcdders *miih ike 
Jbllomng Extrads from a woA- uftdcr the above whiiit mil speedily be 
given to the public* * Whether y asjie stoutly protests in his prejaccy they are 
a true things* or vohethery according to the^ motto under which he sends^ 
ihem /brthy they are x)ery true — and a month old/' we must leave undecided^ 
Certainly^ hotC^ver, they ar^ extremely ingenimSy and, if not the actual sub^ 
stances they assume lo bCy they are most admirable reflections qfthem* 


THE GUERILLA.— Lord Byron. 


With torch Ri hand, an*d all with blood besprent^ 

And looks that might the stoutes^ heart dismay. 
Forthwith he entered the dismal tent, 

Where, all forlorn, the lovely Kela lay ; 

He plafte^ his torch ere word he deignM to say, 
Then^gazed on her sweet facc^ith sorrow sfeeg'd ; 

At fir%t she cljsTjed him* in fondest way, 
iBut minding ^af she was, her blood ycrept. 

She hid her youtj^ul face with4i5th her hands, and mapt, 
# / • 

u Wei^y^pl thou yra3,’^Jic said, in deepest tone, 

«« That face £ loved above all earthly thing I 
But never more shall smile beam thereupon, . 

For thou frt lost beyond recovepng ! 

‘To life of Scorn can thy young spirit cling,* 

To kindred and to Triends a lothful st^tn, ^ * 

A beacon set each loves’s hdkxt to wring ? 

It may not be — a nf5mentary p^n— V 
One penanc^ undergone, and thou arf pure agair 
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She look’d iiytmhig face, ao^ there beheld 
The sdll unmovlng darktfessiof hia eye ; 

Siie tli of that could never be cancrfi’d, 

Atid lay in calm and sWect benignity ; 

Down by her side her arms outatretohed lie. 

Her beauteous breast was fairer than the snow, 

And then with stifled sob aitd broken* sigh r 
Its fascinjiting m6uld was heaving so,—* 
hj[ever Was movement seen so sweetly come "and go 

He drew^liis bloody froniard from his waistv 
And pressM against her breast its point pf steel ; 
l^o^oingle boon she to his ear addressM ! *■ 

C'cilm^dul she lie as one who did'not Jeel ! 

No shifer once did agony reveal ; • ^ 

Scarce did she move^ a finger^y her sfde, ^ 

Though her hearths blood around her did congeal ; 
With mild but Steady look his face she eyed, 

And once upon her tongue his name in whisper died« 

With gloomy mien and unrelenting heart, 

O’er her he hung and Wjjtch’d ber life’s decay ; 

He mark’d the pid^^^s last convulsive start, 

And the sweet breath in fetches waste away* 

Just ere the last these words she did assay ; 

Now all is past— unblameable I die/’ 

Then her pale lips did clc^e no more for aye, 

A dim blue haze set slowly o’er her eye, 

And low on purpled couch that mountaui flower did lie. 

«« Ay, it is so I” exclaim'd he—** and ’ti^ well 1 
Even yet I would not wish thy life reprieved— 

Of thy firm soul shall future ages tell. 

Nor cofild thy spotless fame have been retrieved— 

Oh ne’er to be wash’d <9Ut the stain received ! 

Fair sacrifice, thou hast not died in vain I” 

He prest the breast whidi now no longer heaved,^ 

And his warp) lips to hers^did closely strain ; ^ 

But ah ! that passive lip— it did not kiss again I 

By this dear bipod,” he cried, ** again I swear 
‘^Rettixige unslaked fqr evdr to pursue ; \ 
llcaven was my witness how I held thee dear. 

And shall be witness what I’K dare for you*!” 

In the warm tide his arms he did imbue, 

And'ITvirm’d a cross of blood upon his breast ; 

Then, maniac-like, forth <to the fight he flew 
In Ma^ot’s gear^and spangled helmet drest, 

Ani jve^a’s raven "flair wave^ on it for a crest. 
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Alayni le^ the van—oti him they ifoolt’d • 

As soix^thing mote man in jprowe^ bptd ; 
One to^ fear’d he sfcmM,^but hardl^ptbok’d ; 
A demon spirit* not to be controU’d. 

Mounted on Steed witl%i>it 9 and Spurs of gold. 
No leader ever wore more martial air, 

No banner o’er his hAt was see^ unroll’d, 

Save the fed cross of blobcf his bosom bare, 

And waving in the wind the virgin’s ravtfn hair.^ 
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He who hathiSeen a ship triumphant saif, 

Full gaily on before the breeze’s wing, 

'High wooirfg in th^louds tfie fitful gaV, 

Till, proudly bold and undistingi^shing, 

Instant she rolleth with resistless swing 
Where two opposing tides together flow, 

While mariners to piast and ngging cling, ^ 
Andavot not how to steer or where to go, — 

He may conceive the scene, and he ahnit* can know. 

• 

^ how Alaypi joyM in the dei*ay . 

And wild astonishment that sef/xd the foe ! 

Like greedy wfblf that gorges up his prey, 

Or hungry lion, did he •n\rard go ; 

And over wounded warriors lying low, 

Spurning and writhing in most piteous case, 

Full joyful did he prance ; and loved it so, 

He rein’d his horse to rear upon the place. 

Causing his mailcd'hooves deform the human face } 

They callM for mercy and their arms threw down 
But fierce Alayni when thiir plight he saw, 

He spurr’d, and, laughing loud, rush’d them upon, 
•Gashing their bodies so, withouten awe 
Of warrior usance or /ai nature’s law,« — 
k They deem’d him demon in the shape of man, 

Ne cOtfleffhey from the massacre withdraw 
Who folldjsr’d him, for.^^l theif eyes foreri^g^ ^ 
Yjj^ung Jura’s .coal-blacOfldpy’streaming in thovan 


BiV dark Alayni at theft* head still 'held ^ 

His stern ddmeatiour and hi84Wwncasl 
And when to li|tt:ni!fg or to speech compell’d 
Red was hi^dook and sujlen the J^ply, 
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As if his njjind on*1[n^dents gone by 
Hung with and hollow thirfcness. 

Or toil’d in trotiMe through futuilty, . 

Unable for one moment to repress 
The agony within, of spirit comfortless. 

0 

The common'woes that hunjan kind belay» , 

May by the pen or language be defined ; 

The sigh may tell of them, the tear betray,—* 

Like tiiese, aw%y they pasa^aipon the wind ; 
jBut that insatiate yearning of the mind 
Still preying, hungering, craving still to prey, 

Doom bourn or resting-place to had ; 

O that must torture, undivulged for aye, 

Save in the souVs still voice, the e^^e’s pcrtij^rbed ray. 

^ W * * 


Alayni vaniiibes in darksome shade, ' 

Horne to his cabin each Guerilla reelg. 

Loaded with spoil, and leading captive maid, 

^ Or high-born dame, that. sore degradance feels. 

In vaui she supplicates, in vain ^he kneels,' 

The high-flusntd conquerors will take n^> nay : 

Deep is the sleep each weary eye that seals j 
But thure IS one abroad till break of day, 

From whom the shuddering watch-dog growling turns away* 

O follow not that dark perturbed form 
Down by the winding wave or shadowy tree, 

Whose mind would better, suit the raving storm , 

Than such alicene of mild tranquillity ! 

He sees a form no other cyc^caa see. 

He hears a voice no other ear can hear : 

A lovely breast heaving with agony 
Is still before his eyej and in hi^ear 
'Whispers a voice of woe to his .moved spirit dear. 

that sweet voice ip.duce tp vengeful deed ? 
C^that^^iwiearthly stillness o5-xhe eye ^ 

Arousf to murder or ter suicide ? 

Oh, it is ever present, ever nigh ! '• 4 ,. 

Whh blasphemy and cursing his reply 
Is fully fraught *~hi 8 eye-balls wildly stan:, 

With horrid laughter hell be dpes defy ; 

Then turns bis brow to heaven with fiend-like air. 

And Bout eternal ObJ in mockery of prayer ! 
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Is the brains fevered f or has baleful ncnd 
Expelled humanity aod erfterM in, * 

That thifc.his mouth nostrils wide I^eha x 
Gasping he seeim for breath, *but cannor win 
So much of the night-air^ that, cool and thin, 
Wanders o^er earth, yet will not i}uench the heat 
That burns his fervid panting chest within ; 

O, Heaven 4 can life-blood <tily that abate ? 

Did’st thou the human fraitie for slaughter thus c|eatc 


That live-lon^ight by village mansion sped 
A darkling ruffian all in blocm besmeared. 

With breath Ajpress’^ with swtft and silent tread, 
To every dwelling, every couch he ^feared,— 

^^o guardian angel of the fair appeared ! 

Heaven wept in copious dews — uprose the day— 
What horrors brain of wakening lover seared,^ 
When in his arms he found the gelid clay, 

Or roll’d from his embrace ^he aeverM head awayl 


# # ♦ # 

I’ve hear! of one, of whom have many heard. 

That on Segovia’s mountains roamed a while, 

A savage hero of most strange regard. 

On whose dak visage never beamed a smile, 

Whose beard was never trimmed, whose ruthless to 
Of slaughter only wilh existence ceased, 

Who diAl in maniiac guise ’mid bloody broi^ 
Laughing aloud, yet pressing to his breast 
A. tiar of raven hair which cfery morn he kissed* 

[4 was Alayni — dost thou ^il his.^ase !?— 

BeloVrl unhappy, restl^ unbelovco • 
i)h, there are mmds that not for happinesi 
Were flWmeii here nor hereafter, who ne’er proved 
A joy, save^ some objcc^^r renmved, 

Wh|{i leav^ Joatliing tuS^hey longed to wio^, 
tl^t eYermoXr to tha^ desired have roved, 

R^ile t|)e insatiate ^awnjg is within, 

And happiness for aye beginning to begin* 
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xflE STRANGER— Wordsworth. 

% 

BEING A FARTHER FORTION OF THE BECLUSEi” A POE^f . 

Fair was tbe Vcene and W2ld~a lonely tarp 
Lay bosom’d in the hill^ find it was csdm 
As face of slumbering childhood-Ayea so calm 
That magic mirror oi the mountain reign 
Was spread, that vision scarcely could discern 
The water from the land, or rightly mark 
The green-iward patch, the hazel Irush, the rock 
From those fair copies on the element, 

The shadow from the substance-— save that one 
Was softer and more delicately green* 

A traveller came along— tall was his steeds 
And rich that steed’s caparison— but he, 

The rider, was a man uncouth^to view ; 

For his attire was not like other men : 

His beard was all untrimm’d, and his fair locks 
Seem’d tann’d by suns and bleached by the rain. 

A man he was 

Regardless of the world and the world’s scorn. 

Red was ths corner of his eye, and yet ' 

It seem’d to beam a glance of Uving flame ; 

A ray scarce earthly nung upon its sphere ^ 

A spark was lurking there, which, just as chanced 
T he substance that ^kindled it, would show 
fiend or cherub.— On thaj^ traveller camo. 

Slow and indi&erent— solemn were hb thoughts, 
-^^etermined but astray— stiU from his breast 
Jfej«aed anhfyllow sound like who pray’d" 

Or sUng some holy hynih^*but still his eye, 

Hi'S red and troubled eye, turn’d i;^efully,^ 

( Mix’d with a nameless feeling of deligati) 
iJpon^lhat. peaceful solitary lake. 
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^ j • 

Ali> did he deem *he saw portrayed thfre 
Ai^sion of distant future world 
T4 which the yearning soul so fondly clingsi 
A nd did he ween t|iat beauteous baseless ^ade 
An emblem of^that long ctertiity 
So shaped to human longings ! — Righteous one 
Thj^t ever eye t^iat gazes on thy dworkfi 
Should on th« soul such motley visions fling i \ 

Slow past he on, and still the solemn nound 
Flow'd fron^ his breast, although^his lips notfhoved. 


A boy came frdm the mountains, tripping light 
With basket on his arm — and it appear’d , 

That there was bulker f her'e, for <he white cloth 
That over it was spread, not unobserved. 

In tiny ridges gently rc8e«Iind fell ^ 

Liike graves of children coverM o^er with snow ; 

And by one clumsy fold the traveller spied 
One roll of .yellow treasure, all as pure 
As primrose bud reflected in the lake. 

Boy,^^ said the stranger, << wilt thou hold my steedU 
Till I walk round the corner of that mere ? 

When I return I will repay, thee wfJl!** 

The bwy consentcd^^touchM his sloitching hat 
Of broad unequal bi^ with ready hand. 

And set his basket dmn upon thie'award. 


The traveller went aw^y— but ere he went 
He stroak’d his tall brown steed, and look’d at him 
With kind, but yet not unregretful eye. 

The boy 8too<f patient — glad was he to earn 
The little pittance— well the stripling knew 
Of window fe the village, where stood ranged • 
TlTe brown and tempting cakes— well sprinkled o’er 
With the sham raisin and deceitml plum. 

And, by corporeal functions sway’a, his mind 
*ForeftalVd the luxury with stjpreme dehght. 

Li#Dg, long patient stood — ^the day was hoti 
The butter ran SJi streamlets, and the 
Came round in ^ousanda — horse s head 
A mpviag, darkVoin^; canopy th^tiung, 

Lika»^ie first folmngsq^he thunder-cloud 
That, gathehng, hSCngfon BowfelFs hoary peak. 

tt * 

The sltanger came not bacli^«wtbe little boy 
Cast many a wistful look— his' mind was iha^eed, ^ 
Xike as a brook that ti^^vels througtfthe gladr^ 
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By complicated t[janglc!nfient involved. 

Not knowing where to run— ^^ind haply he 
Had sunkX'ert — but t|tat in patience — or 
PerhapSMiicited by a curious mind, ‘ 

He cast his eyes to east, aOri west, atrd no.rth. 

But nothing save the rocks, and trees, and walls, 

( Of gray stones built, and cbver'd on the top 
Shcep-fold-wi&c, with a cope of splinter'd dags, 

'l^hat half- diverging stood upon their edge 
And half^'eclining lay) came in the range 
Of his discerr^ment— some full bitter tears 

At J.englh came flowing down thr poor boy's check. 

<. ^ * 

The steed was all inipatience — higji his head. 

And higher still his ears were rear’d a^oft ; 

For his full eye (nigfi blinded?. by a shside 
Of stubborn leather — half round it was. 

In shape like to the holy moon, when she 
OKdes o’er the midnight heaven on silent foot, 

W^heiuhalf her course and somj few stages more 
./Vivftiidy has been run) that eye was fix'd 
On a huge stone, that ort the mountain lay 
Tike dome of eastern temple, or tlie mosque 
Where pagans worship.— Loudly did he neigh 5 * 

For he mistook it 'for a gallant steqd 
Feeding* in peaceful quiet— while<r-ulas ! 
lie was compell’d to stand upon the road 
Held by a fretful boy the livedong day» 

His fore-hoof, mailed with an iron shell 
That shone like silver, fiercely did he strike 
Against the sounding earth— .-Up rose thp dust 
And fire withal, like to the smouldering smoke 
And flish that rises from the evening gun ^ 

Of perverse hind, that in concealment lies 
To watch the timid hilre— relentless sport ! 

And then his tail, which fatrier's hand obscene 
Had rudely mayl'd and sore curtail d withal. 

And by incision cruel, and^jhe help » 

Of pullied cords, made thTat poinju up to heaven 
W^hich God ordain’d should hang towards the earth 
Wi^,graceful sweep — shame ! thaf: impious man 
Should in unright:c%>io"^pride thus l^y ^.posed i 
Unto the stifled winds and eye of dajr' ^ 

'^riiat Nature meant to hide !-^T}ii3^ tail w^s heairdi^ 
V’^hi^tling across the amtient aii% with sound 

blasting wrath, loud as the cho?al hymn 
Of mountain ^spirit, wlieh by fits he sings 
Tli^* ^reludb of tlii;;^storm wit hip the^ caves- 
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at aogn 

Tumid round iiifrliead with ^th each prectpit^e 
To dilsh the insects front ki$ glossy 5ide» ^ ^ 


Of gray Helvellyn«-~Ioudly wept tHo^oyi. 
‘And much he feared ; foi: oft tW angry afced 


k That the poor boy in veneat danger stood 
I To have his braini knocks out V yet still he kept 
His hold, though sord be8et*---At length he hegrd^ 
A voi^je rise from the bosom of the kill, 
i^r fi^m the heart of that small peaceful lake. 

He knew not which— -it broke along the ait 
That wanderM p’er that slumbering Solitude 
••With such a solext^p and iippressive tone, * 

That not though heaven in distant thunder had 
Spoke words of human^ breath, could these so mudU 
The heart of man have'shook, and aM his powers 
So utterly astounded.*y-On it oame • 

With gathering boom— loud and more louddt came. 
And passing, med upon the trembling wind, 

Or crept into the silence of the hiD, 

Like startled spirit, and was heard no more ! 

It was a beetle — somewhere if had been 
At elvish carol An that mountain's breast. 

Or haply dancing with the daffodms# 

Upon the margin of that lovely lake 
YclepeH a c&m or water^or mayhap 
From dwelling ’mid the n^zc of glow-worm lamps 
That with faint radiance the ^rthly woods. 
When dews fall soft and nature lies reposed. 

Proud of the rayless halo round them shed. 

Which only lights that one particular leaf 
Qn which the parent hangs, like a small gem 
Upon the 1^ of night. The-boy held in 
His breath for fuU five seconds— then again 
Pour’d forth the bray of agony ; the night 
Fell dai^ and deep— the moon was ncit in heaven. 
But lingering in the domes beneath the world, 

(As weens the hind) throwing his yellow Kght 
Far up the steep, on trees, and pendant hill^,' 

But to tl\at pf^or distress’d, perpi'eaed boy 
As if she Aad beep.— 'iTie horse went round 

M^sf unrespective, an^ not satisfied ^ 

With whiskij^ his dark in furid1il‘^i||^8c, 

He broke*on all prppii^*, with snort ^ 

Like blustering caniyn^q r tbw noise that bursts 
From fieaven in thunclfer tEtCugh thfe summer rain* 
The boy was stunn’d— for on similitude, 

In dissimilitude man’s sole delict, - 


^ in verieat ewnger stood 


And ^l the 
Lfo most 

iTOjCrVII* FABT I. 


he seilual intercourse of thSngs 
supremely hang— 'the^horsc 


*2 d 


round, ^ 
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Jerk’d with ‘hi& nose^^nd «hook his har ness so 
The ‘boy wax'd desperate, and— *43 impious elf ! 

He cursQ^ that hungry beait-— the horar^wcnt round, 
And round, ^nd round ; and pulling in his head ^ 
To his" fore»pastern, upward made k spring 
So forcibly, the poor boy's feeble arm ^ 

Was pataly^cd — his hold he lost— ^and off 
Like lightning flew the steed, that more 
tWas inr these regions seen !— Some did report. 
Thought I believe, the tale was all untrue. 

That a right waywai^ bard, whom I regrjt 
As having left these mountains., where alone 
True genius uncontaminate can thrive, 

Was seen cantering through Chester on that horse ; 
And others, that he Afterwards became 
The horse of a strange youth, not unrenown*d 
In early life, who undertook the charge 
Of chaplain to a military troop. 

Cheer’d by the Highland bagpipe and the drum* 

No more the poor boy cried — ^he lifted up 
"liii basket from the earth inta the air, 

That unview’d element that circumfolds 
The earth within fta bosom ; there he felt " 

With his left-hand how it affected was 
By the long day and burning siitv-of heaven* 

It was all nrm and flat-r-no ridges rose 
Like graves of children — ^basket, butter, cloth. 

Were all one piece coherent !— To his home 
The boy return’d right sad and sore aghast* 

No one believed bis tale— they deemM it was 
A truant idler s story, in excuse 
Of charge, neglected.-.— Days and months past on, 

And all remain’d the^same— the maidens sung 
Along the hay* field— -at the even tide 
The dance and iherriittent prevail’d— the sky 
Was pure as Hereto fore-j— the mid-day winds 
Arose and^ ruffled all thd peaceful lake. 

The clouds of heaven past ever — ^natu'^c alF 
Appear’d the.^anae a^if that stranger wight 
Hah never been— it was observed 
That Daniel Crosthwaite, who, bes/de the tarn. 

From good Sir William rented^a^w fields. 

Appear’d at church with a mut1i better hat 
Thah he was wont, for it was made of down 
'I’hat by the broad Onlario’s shores had grown 
On ,the sleek beayer on his window too 
A book one day was seen, and none could tell 
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How it came there— it was a woris« tlia * 
French tongue, a novel 4if Voltaire— the4 things 
Were noted, whisper’d, andihought of no 

Late did I jo^ne^^ there with bard obs<^re ^ 
From Scotland’^barren vraste^ — barren alikfi 
Of verdure, intellecti and mortl sense, — ^ 

To view that lonely tarn. — He tooVas there, 
changeful*and right feeble bard now styled 
The Laureate— he too of the Palmy Isle, 

The man of phlgues, horrors, and miseries. 
Disgrace of that jweet school, that tuneful choir 
Named from these peaceful waters— he who fi\^nc( 
An imitation of that ^ay divine • 

Which is inimitable.— Not inept, * 

Our conversation r^u on books and m&n : 

The would-be SQSkgster of the Scottish hills. 

In dialect most uncouth and language rude, 
Lauded his countrymen, not unrebuked. 

Reviewers and review’d, and talk’d amain 
Of one unknown, inept, presumptuous bard. 

The Border Minstrel— he •£ all tlje world 
Farthest from genius or from common s»nse. 

He too, the royal tool, with erring tonfgue, 

Back’d th^ poor foolisli wight, and utter’d words 
For which I blush’d— IX^uld not chuse but smile. 
“ Yet,*’ said 1, tempted here to ipterpose, 

“ You must acknowledge this your lavoudte 
Hath more outraged the purity of speech, 

The innate beauties of our English tongue, 

, For amplitude and nervous structure famed. 

Than all the lanrf beside, and therefore he * - 
Deserves the high neglect* which he has met 
From all the studious and thinking—those 
Un8w*ay’d faw low caprices of the agir. 

The scorn or reason, and the world^s revile.*' 
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Practises eVer and look’d , t 

Into the peac«rul lakct and theiw beheld 

The bon^ of one who cmic<? in mortal 

Had |ivea ai{d moved— a Imman akeleto^i ! • 

I may not sa^ what horrors shook any jirame ! 

ThfiLboncs ^86ettii*d looser !ior film nor Ir^ameiit 
Bound '‘HMfWcogether, ye^each one mihntaur4 * 

Its proper place* aa ibth to break themiould 
^ In which a human soul once houseboldeciK 
^ It was ^ghastly sight I— where once the heart 
Of feeling and of passion play’d* or heat • 

With ardedt throb, lay the da^k filmy^mud 
gathers in the deep* and on the bonds 
Apjietfr'd thin soapy spots of greenish hue ; 

The jaws upon the riikpe-bone had fallen down. 

The skull seem’d ‘looking up — ther^ had he died ^ 

His back upon the sand, his face to h/^*^ven* 

My mind* borne on the influence of truth. 

Turn’d instantly upon the poor boy’s talc- 
Rightly I judged, for there indeed we saw 
•Hi* that remain’d of l^m, thn» stranger wight* 

That lonely wanderer of the mountain reign* 

It boots not here to tell all tha’t was said* 

The Laureate, sighing, utter^4 few words 
Of most sublime and 89 lemn tendency* 

Tlic Shepherd spoke most incoherent stuff 
About tlie bones of sheep, that on the hills 
Perish unseen, holding their stations so* 

And he, the tented Angler of the lakes^ 

Alias the Man of Palms, said nathtng meet* 

PIc was overcome witii fi^eling,— it is known 
To many, and not quite to me unknown. 

That the youth’s hj^rt is better than his head. 


Glad of this ‘opportunity, I said, 

.^^AiU.pointing to the bikies* « Access for yoiit 
Is yr<iipit^6erved to principlee of truth. 

Which the imaginative wul upholds 
In seats of wiadom, ppt to be approach’d 
, By the inferior that moulds 

With her minute4iad speculative' plans v » 
Opinions ever changing— I 
Regenerative Nature pVostraU^iie ' 

drink the scml of living things 

*And things inaniiziate,ii^ndthu6 hold up 
Tl^ being*s that we arC“that change shall'clothe 
Tile K«kcd^pinl^ ceasing to 4cploi:^ 
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burden of exisui^ce* her dull e 3 re * 

1 o otl)6r scenes sftill chan^fing a^iranchiiiigM* 

The thinking thoaghtleas scho^hbby, the Said Jo.utl 
L Of soul impetuouL and the baahful mhid, V * 

\ All cogitative yiell obedience up.* 

^nd vijience this tnbute ? wherefore thm^gards 
^ot froift the nakea heart alone pf man, r 

Vhou|^l> framed to high distinction upon e*arth. 

As the sole ^pridg and fountain-head of tears, 

His own peculiar utterance for distress 
Or gladness— it as not the vital part * 

Of feeling to produce thenv wituout aid 
Frofn the pure soul, the soul sublimed and pure\ 
With her two faculties Jf eye and ear, 

Not without such assistance could tht eye 
Of these benign obseiyances prevail ; • 

Thus are they bftjai^^us foster’d, and maintain’d. 
And by the care prospective of our whe 
Forefathers, who, to guard against the shocks, 

The fluctuation, and decay or things. 

There lies tlie channel ana original bed,*' 

Continued 1 , stSl pointing t® the Is^ke, 

« From the beginning hollow’d out and scoop’d 
For man's affections, else betray'd and lost, 

And swallow'd up 'midT desarts infinite. • 

Tliia is the genuine conrae^the aim and end 
Of prescient reason, all coumusioi^s else 
Are abject, vain, presumptuous, and perverse,** 

The men were thunderstruck ; the Angler most, 
That man of palnis and plagues, vile copyist I 
Seem’d compassca in wondej'^n my face * 

Wistful he gazed, and evea and anon 
He utter’d a short sound at every pause. 

But further ventured not — upon the^ear < 

Of the poor Shepherd all these breathings feh 
LiV ' 2 . solved of distant waters— like'ahe iflPin, 

The treasures of the sky, on the nrm flint, 

So movo^ss his impenetrative so ill. i . * 

He scrai^d^iis p^l— the Laureate look’d to 

^ , .V - 

More had I said, resuming the chongurse 

Of subt^rraneoK^magazines of bones, \ 

The moo^ and ^ktT unvoySgeable kky, ^ 

And all thlfilhigh obsci^ances.of things, 

But that, chancing again to toniyny eyes 
Toward the bosom o^ that .peaceful mere 
I saw a form so omiimus approach ^ 

My heart was chill’diyit^^ horrDr-N.-throwgn tnc wavt' 


reccxxj 



ccccxxli EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1814. 

Slowly it came— Wy heaven I saw it move 
Tcfward the ^rizly skeleton shapl? 

Was like a cnSin, and Ifts Ifolour such,, v 
Black a^ tW death**pall <>r*tbe cloud owmght ! 

At s'ight ori"4ch-a hideous messenger, F 
Thus jourpeying throu^ the bowels m the dee] 

O’er snsg^^ uijelaborate steme. 

All Nature stood iil mute astonishm^t. 

As if her pulse lay; still— onward it catnie. 

And hovering o’er the bones, it linger’d there 
In a nibst holy and'impressive j^uise. 

1 saw it shake its hideous ibrch, and piove 
Toward,^ my feet — ^The elements were hush’d, 

1 he birds forsook their singihg, for the sight 
Was fraught with bonder and astdnishmenc. 

It was a tadpoleJi^somewhere by i^elf 

Tlic creature had been left, and theft' had come 

Most timeously, by Providence sent fortn, ’ 

To close this solemn and momentous tale* 


ISABELLE— S» T. CoLERiDcr.. 

Can there be a moon m heaven to-night. 

That the hill and the grey cloud seem so light ? 
The air is whiten’d by some spell. 

For there is no moon, I know it well ; 

On this third day, the sages say, 

(’Tis wdbderfulhow well they know,) ^ 

The moon is journeying far away, 

B right- soijic where ^ a lieavcn below 

It is a strange and Utorcly night, 

A greyish pale^ but not white I 
or is it dew,*' 

That viOls. so thick I see its hue ? 

In rays it follows, one, two, three,, 

D^'iwn the air so^.n^ily, 

Said Isabelle, so/iet it be J 

Why does the Lady IsabaST^" 

#•81^ in the damp and dewy dell < 

«»Couhting the racks of jdriizly rain, 

Asid liow often the R&il cries over again ? 

Rdr harping in the trakc 

Craik, craife Craik, craik.. 



orig»k^poetry: 

Ten times nine^ and thrice, elevenf;—*' • 
,That last ^all was aohuxidxt'd ani se^n* 
Craik, crajk — the beards ifbar-i ' 

'Let it con»» I have no€ear ! * 

Y et it is a |rea(^ul work, I wis, 

Such doing! night like this 

y . 

• • Sounds thA river harsh and tend ? 

^ The stream sounds harsh, but not loud. 
There is a cloud that seems to iovcr, 

By western hill the church-yatd over» 
What is it Ijjte J ^ whale; •• 
’Tis like a shark jvith half the tail. 

Not 'half, but thjrd ind more ; 

Now *ti8 a wolf, and now a bbar ; 

It’s face is rai^d— -it cometh here ; 

Let it coD 3 ;ii.^here is no fear. • 
There’s for heaven, and ten for hell, 
Let it come — ’tis well— ^’tis well I 
Said the Lady Isabelle. 


What*ails that little cut-tjird whelp. 
That it continues to yelp, yelp I • 
Yel^ yelp, and it turns its eye 
Up to the tree ^nd half to the sky, 
Half to the sky andTull to the cloud. 
And still it whines afid ba^s aloud. 
Why I should dread I cannot tell ; 
There is a spirit : 1 know it well ! 

1 see it in yon falling beairh— 

Is it a vision or a dream ? 

It is no dream, full well I know, * 

I have a woful deed to do ! 

^Hush, hush, thou little murmurer ; 

1 tell thee hush — the dead ar® near I 


^ ,If thou knew’st all, poor taiJW^s whelp, 
Welfm^ght’st thou tremble, growi, and yelj 
INut thou know’st aothing', hast no part, • 

, (ijimple and^tupid as thou art) 

Savt gratitude and truth of hearU^fc^ 

'But. they are cording by thii ^SfSSy 
Tliat ha»^e been dead for a year «nd a day ; 
,^\^thoutK:l^aJ|phge, without change, 

T^ ey thrir full revenge ! 

The’yjtiave been* sent to wander in woe 
In the lands of flame, and^the lands of snou 
But those that are dead 
Shall the gre^jn sward (read. 

An d those thtj, ar^ living 

Shall soon b^'^dead ! / 

./ 
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* 

None .to pHy dieii|^ none to help I o 
Thou inay*8t^ua^:e, Hay out-tm’d whelp I 

ff V 

There are4;wo from the*grave 
Thai" 1 fain VTQuJd save*; 

Full hard ia tfe weird ' 

For the- young and the b;rave ; 

Perchajnce they are*rapt in viaion nvnStty 
While the passing hxeezes kiaa their feet*; 

^ And they are dreaming of ]oy and love !— • 

Well^ Ut them go-^here’s room above* • 

r* * r ^ 

, There>are three times throe» and three to the 
Cbtsnt is you will, by two's or three's ; 

Three for the galloi^a, and three for th^: wave^ 

Three to roast be^hind the stone, 

And three that shall never scie the 
Until the day and the hour are gone ! 

For retribution is mine aldne 1 
‘rhe cloud is redder in its hue, 

Thi: hour is near, and vengeance due ; 

It '•annot, aud it will pot laii,---*. 

^Tjs but a step, to Borrowdale i 
Wiiy should'st thou love and follow me^ 

Poor faithful thing ? I pity thee f 

Up rose the JLady I^abell^, 

I may not of her motion tell. 

Yet thou may'st look upon her franii 
Look on it with a passing eye. 

But think not thou upon the same. 

Turn away, iftid ask not why ; 

For if thou dares t look again,* 

Mad df heart and seared of brain. 

Thou sh^iftiVuever look again J 


IJ^E CONCLUSION. 

Sleep on, fair maiden of Bprrowdal^f^ v. ^ 
i*leep ! O sleep ! and do not wakc« ' 
Siearh of the dance, til^hc foot so pale> 
And the beauteous ancle shiver and shal^ i 
Ti|^^thcu?*-iJia?t presSj, with feeling bitnd. 
Thine own fair breast for ibver\ hsyid. 



ccccxxv 


ORIGl^JAL,jEpETl^r 



PETEK OF BARNET»*---»5outhev* 


m of Barnet — i 


Peter of B&rnet — kno w’at thou auch a man ? 

'Tis meet tlfou should's t, for he’s a manual 
Which one may ever read^-— I love old Fetef ! 

Not for his genius or stupendous science, 

For he has neither ; while his qjitward man. 

Mien, word, and manner, has no other gloss 
Than that the stubborn hand of Nature framed 
By mallet and by cfijael,— but he is • 

A character distinct,—*! ever love 
A man that is so, — many hava i known. 

And many studied with poetic eye. 

. Peter is one— the slave of keen sensation. 

So obviously effected is his heart. 

By that he hears and seel, that passion {hero 
Holds everlasting coil,— farther than these, ^ 
PeScr makes no research,— th^ are enough ^ 
For any heart to brook. I oft have wee^0),f 
If Peter neither saw nor heard, *he would 
Bti hupi^cr tlian he is.— What bou^that, 

At whom you scold so much, said f, good Pctc^? 

X • * 

Rascal ! saitHbe, — he is as great a knave 
^8 wags beneath the sun, — a 
^hpm 1 have reare^nd nourisliCoSas my^ 

His mother was no godi dame, 

was'lshe,— -►S^ie came unto my house 
One r^inv p^urbrner fm followed by him. 

That naifghty rogoeJa Ijttle urchin then, ^ 

Not five years old— Brown hith the sun he*v.’ 

» And ragged as a polt ! — ^Itis hca4;j«ras bare^* 

And vrcatber*bca|en like the tufted mc^ 
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Far far behind lirflagji^d, for he. wasrlame, 

And dore bedrapgleTl, — bis foot still kept 
A little dog, hr fellow traveller 
And bosom frWnd.-— I felt I*wot not hov 
For the^*young*i!^mp for be came wading )ii 
Through mud and’hiire, hating mo8t*»"*’c fully. 

The guttered road his soal might not in: print, 

For it was wounded, -«-but with dexterous skill ^ 

He placed his foot on edge, and ambled thus. 

Then Rter walked kcross the field and b-ack 
With awkward limp, to show me how the boy 
^JTalked ou* the way, — the fancy pleased him muc 
For trer !^1id anon he laughed af it,* 

And yet the tear was ^^cing down his cheek* 

’Twas just this way»he walked, poor ^oul, said Peter ; 
And then, with^ turned-up foot, and gaV '^Hlique, 

Again he halted lamely o’er the ridge, 

Laughing with shrilly voice, and all the whiie 
Wiping his leyes.— I thought I saw, said Peter, 

An independence in the child’l blue eye, 

A sG’d that seemed determined to outbrave 
Reprot-'^' and sufFerancei — and to work his way 
Throughout the world, though scarce a ray of hope 
Lay onward to allure or beckon him. 


X could not sleep a wink at night, said Peter, 

Nor could 1 think of aught but the poor boy, 

The little ragged pilgrim of the world ! 

Poor devil I said I, an hundred times I wecii 

And mor^,— and then I turned I and turned * and turned ! 

I sighed a^Jho’/er for th*^ unfortunate, 

And tried to think of others in distress. 

I thought that man) n fair and comely mother 
Shed the salt tear o'er an unfathered boy, 

Who, all unconscious, lay upon her breast, 

His only shelter, while, alas ! that breaj^t 
And bcauteous^h^jj^ no shelter had at all ! 

I tried bud. things t / ponder, ~tv^^s in vain i 
^^y thoughts were q / the boy. — I him still * 

The little sun-burnt, naked ragganui^an ! 

His round red lip and independen'/^eye I * 

Tlfe tir"£ (jpnscript on the field oJ life, 

Tlie yetelan of eternity wept— 

And turned I , and turned !— -Good God ! said I, what s tlud 



ORIGINAL ^poetry/* ccccjc^vi 

His talc w!^ iK^ycr tnded^ not would tube 

S d I go <^'n, and'&eftly jfoUw h'm . 

jigh every* .maze of jreeliing^|C-«biU: tRp bo^ 
with old Peter,— they have never parted# 
ver will tdl d^^ath shall simder ^Uem/ 


It chanced that on the cold wet field we found ^ 

A mountain^daisy blooming all alone. • 

1 paused, ^d spofee of Burns, the Scottish !|b&rd. 

^eter had heard the name, — I then conned (xcr 
The lines unto the f^aisy in a tone « 

Most tender and aflccting, — Pettr looked 

As he would look me through — he^ould not ween 

Of feeling for. a dower, and yet he felt ^ 

A kind of Sympathy, that overpowered 
All his phifcsophy, — ^He took a stone# 

And placed it tall on end.— Herbert, said he, ‘ 
When thou^plough’sl do^n this ridge, spare me this bower. 
J. charge thee note it wJi, — and for thy life 
Do it no injury— Pugh 1 said\he clpwn, ^jr 
Sucli stjpff 1— I shall not mind it — He went ou 
Whistling his tunc— ‘Oh Peter was |no8t*wroth ! 

He run in hasty guise around, and looked 
For a convenient stone, that he might throw 
And smite the ploughman's head. — No one would suit. 
Then, turning round to me, he gave full vent 
.To his rage against the hind, and all was o’er. 

In his first heat, he cursed the menial race ; 

I told you they were all alike, said hty 
A most prewoking and ungracious set ; 

(Jpetcr had never told me such a thing. ) 

Now^ did you t ver see a wretcli^ikc taa|^ 

He’s a good workman, and h<j knows it 
iiiU not one thing that I desire o^im 
Will he perform.' I'm an old j^l, His true, 

Bu^et methirilai the man rfiat eats my breirf " 

MlghT bomewiat humour me. I thought so U);>. 

But sth ! said Peter, when I think^un tkis. 

The fieedom of th^*41ijb^r m^?wpvaffi?^i,p«i^ 
l8*not hi? owm that how ^oud he is 

•^bmetimeeao elyng it. tlfen I give it him } 

Ani when I doTi^ve not ‘cause to rue. 

Whaf S^discernin^ ifcin^mau is Peter ! . 

He's nature^ genuiffc, pl^niphilosophcr. ^ 

^ That night, •ft boajrd,^ Peter &t silfinj^ 

Thoughtful hcj^iiras?— rthink I've heard, said hr. 
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That Burns, of whom spake^ \^s afead man, 
A man of a mostkvtcioua&tainte^ mind, | 

Fit to corrupt arf age. — not so ? •*, 

/ 

A1__ tk IJ T • 


Alas ^said I, nevi^r was man abus^ 

So much as he ! — He was i good manj-ijftcr ; 


A man of noble independent mind, / 

So high, ijhat wealth’s 4ow minions cnvica it ; 
Exerting all their malice to assail "" 

Mis <^iily part that was assailable! 

Keen were his feelings rfhd his passions strong, 

Such as youi^wn. — ^^Fhe vantage grodnd was.gained. 
Tfce foes of genius came, in sociaj giusc, 
Luring«tcr^ust8 of blindfold levity 
The bard that sore repeated.-— These were blabbed 
With tenfold zest, until the injured Imart 
*Of genius was wjung — It broke ! — and thea 
The foes of humble and inherent worth, ^ 

O how they triumphed o’er the Poet’s dust I® 


D — rf them 1 said Peter, — he' thrust ‘back chan ; 

Dashed one knee p^er thepthcr furiously, 

Took su.iE a double portion, — swallowed down 
His glass at once,— looked all around the room ^ 
With wrathful eye, Hud then took snp'lF again. 

I love old Peter ! I woul^ rattier see 
Nature’s strong workings in the human breast, 

Than list the endless vdogmas which define 
Their operations and dtep*hidden springs^ 

Petci ’s a living representative, . 

A glossary to mafiy terms, that stand 
In fair-ca;St^cbaracter8 upon the page 
Of the ph%psophcr, — in other form 
To’him uril|iia?J^iD.— Butithese arc fading 
Impressed themselves, tliey no impression leave ; 
.Peter’s a stereotype, S^hat for an age 
Will momently throw. bSld impressions 
Ever demdt«trative, and evef new. , 

When next I visit him, I’ll copy forth r* 

One other Datre ^nature’s manuah 
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.JfHE MORNING STAR 


OR TITE €TEAM-BOAT OF ALLOA*— 'JoHnTVu. SON. 

I 

O bles?ied thing of <?aln( delight, 

Art thou a phantofn of the niglit, 

That al^mber’st by J,he lonely &tran4, 

Dreaming of breezes from Fairy Land ? 

Well; glori|>us creature, may*8t thou lie* 

Smiling onfhe refulgent sky, 

^or thy hc^rt is calm and motionlesSf 
And the stars shaM view ibee soon 
Sailing in c&nscious blessedness, 

T\ou sister of the Moon ! • 

AAd every garden of the deep. 

And orU that shinw above, 

Shall see thee gliding swift as sleep , 

In holiness and love, » 

Over the scarcely touched wa'Ve, 

Along the homeless sea 
O world of waters, the peaceful grave 
Ne’er lay entrailced like ibee 1 
The Moon hath bidden JjeV radiance fall 
On thy rainbow form and viewless wings, 

And the heavenly voice of the rocking sea 
In everlasting melody. 

To cheer the vision sings. 

And Veil, loved vessel, may’st^pu glide, 

Calm onward witfout brecze> or tide, 

Witn 5teadfas^^nd unaltered motion. 

Along* the bri^t^ and starry ocean j 

»For in thy bosoms * ^ i 

Sorlle seliWmpelli 
.Aiftd thy m^esti^ 

Along the slumbei 
As on tbt peaceful 
Unto eternity. 



^ sea, • 
pi ^i^eavcnj 
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To a bWsscd’haven far wky, ^ •• I 

Whefe the mine^ are delg, and \ he' shores »re irrev.« • 
Where human things of rae kiveliest hue>* 

Dark as the \^il o’er £he roidhight dew. 

Toil in ^he central iTe][y,^ Intent 
To supply one sacred element. 

Who in their hush’d and di|n abode 
For ever dwell upon their God ! 


• Bright creature ! 'harbinger of love, 

Inearth below, and heaven above, 

How many»/in anxious eye at mi^rn * • 

AJTill look from the beach whercvthgu wast borne. 
To nT^kr*thy stately form afar, , 

And hail the approach of the Morning Star ? 
And still their faith *wdth tranced ej-e. 

Shall dwell upon the moonlight sky. 

Then turn to tlie mellow sea beneath, 

Serene and calm, as heaven’s own breath* 


Thoti magic journeyer of the even. 
Thou f elf- mo vedr messenger of Heaven ! 
Over thd'8/ave. And the Still moon-beam. 
Or dow^iward in the troubled deep, ^ 
Murmuring like giant in a dream, • 

Or distant thunder, when the gl,eam 
Of fire plays o’er a world asleep ! 

O thou art bright with beauty and grace ! 
With many a collier’s lovely face. 

And forms of holiest joy to man. 

Of radiant glorious courtezan.! 

Those precious things of heaven* above 
Whom 5^gFi-^nd saints and angels *lovc I 


• *A lovclJWiteion one ftf these. 

Than ever journeyed the moonlight seas, 

1 now beheld upon Tft<?,j>row, , 

With eyes fixed on the wave below ; * 
hlo beaut^nl and calm she seems, • * 

ATs T'f UeK thoughts were heavenly dreamt 
One dark fonjJ clings to her, 

And thetr“Bi^(lidow8 neter, rf0VcrTiZiV;,| 

Save that upon the heaving bi}low, ’ 

T(he robe of that most lovejy thing J 

• Is movipg like the gentle willow f 

9»|m^ spring I 





Fair^^veatijrei thbw i^ost solirn t< 
wanderiag-spfvlt of the fija, 
hither toprst forlon^ w^id hour> ^ 

• th him thy sinless •paramour, • 

Watch while wearied sailon' 
beaiuifi. phrintom of the deep, 

• '^emed ta ritfe, with the rising Moon* 

c Quecni()f Night will be aiukiftg soou [ 
^ will y<Ki- like two breaking waves* * 
‘ Sink §oit1y t^ ygur coral caves. 

Or, noiseless as the falling dew, • 

Melt into rteaven*s delicious blue. 

ri> <)/ THE roKTic Minnoit. 
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\ . 

thou dost solhni to be 


m 

PRAYliR OK A'DYINCi SOLDIER 

ON TiA 

FIELIV OF WATERLOO. 

Exlraclcd from “ Tftc Field of IVaterloOf^* an unpuUuhed Pom, 
By James Hogo. 

O THOU of existence the fountain gnd head, 

<rhe God oLthe living* and God of the dead ! 

This world is ihinc, and the starry frame, 

TRe Lord Jehovah is thy name. 

How shall I come my vows to jfay ? 

What oftering on thitic altar lay ? ^ 

A*Ia9, God ! e’er thine eyc^^" 

Accepted earthly sacrifice, • 

1 briTig*the last thht iftan can bi ing, 

•I am myself that offering ! 

And Iny e I cry from t^hc altar of ^ 

From tho<abernac^A}i thy wrath, * 

^Mid jj^ic crjes and ||roatis of the Indian race,— 

O hear in heaven th/ dwelling place ! 

Thojiitgh hid id mys^^ry none rtiay jiierc e ^ 

Thy reign of the am*p*A uulycrae, 

¥et he who owns not|.hy hand alone • 
li^the high cvc^it#J^t^arc past aftti gone, ‘ 
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He not {Jescr^jfs to posse’O ♦from 
The power of the reasom faculty^, ^ 

\V hen the dfc6tro}^eV left t^|^^on■e, 

To brave the je of thre frigkl xonc# 

Was thci*. a human gu«8> 

Or count on probable success ? 

Or ^as tl»ere a way, in nature’s course, 

So to o’erwhelm that cumberous force, 

Which etrovc the nations to enchain. 

Or r^use them from, their slumber agaii i i* 

Thy bolts of wrath thoa migbt’st have driycn. 

And loosed the artillery of heaven, 

Or, as just guerdon of offence, , 

''C-'int furth'thc wasteful pestilence. 

But not in nature’s wide command, 

(And nature ever is thine hand) 

"Was other way so to destroy** 

That armed hoi^e, the world’s annoy. 

Yes, still as the northern patriot bled, 

When the Russian eagle turn’d- and fled. 

Thy ar*^ was ^een in the foemeu’s wiath. 

That hunied them on to the bourn of death. 

When jVjSt Jberij^ spurn’d the yoke. 

The judg>?/ft;nt was set, and the seals were broke ; 

And when the pity of sacred name 
Enwrapt the nortnern heaven in flanic, 

Their sentence thou past, ne’er to annul 
For the cup of the Amorite then was full ! 

The spirit of man awoke at thy nod, 

The elements rose, and ownJd their God ; 

The sun, and the moon, and the floods bfilow. 

And the stars in their courses fought thy foe ; 

The very heavens and earth seem’d blent 
In tlic lotHng, toiling firmament. 

'J'hi clouds ^ 'I’M swiftly along the sky, 

'fhey thicken’d,' they frown’d, but they past not by 1 
The ravens callM boding sound, 

The dogs of Moscow around, 

A ud the /shades of men, and of maidenS fair, 

W<'«e fi:mnDn the dull and cumber^’d air. ^ 

The stbrw descended, the tempest blew. 

Thy vengeance ’pour^^ on ruthless crew— 

0 God ! thy vengeapee was never s ^ due ! 

'*^1 saw thy hand in' the roll of the ’*'ar, 

1 heard thy voice in the thunder af'*, 

When the Elbe wi^iiyed slow with thy blood of man, 

A»tf VheTspie scarce gurgled a5 ran. 

O Father, forgive the insensate he. rt, 

Thof Eicribcs such wonders to hum n r-t-t » 








